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A DcfcHption 6f Arabia, and an Account of the 
Arabians till the time of Mahomet. 


A 


Arabs 


% 

RAB I A, from remote antiquity, has been called Arabia, 
by the natives Arabah, which name it ftill retains, whence fo 
Their hiftorlans alfo frequently ftile their country nam ed* 


rab, t 
entals 


ri 


Vdbiftan. It is fometimes callecT in Scripture, 


many 


arid Cujhatha by fome of the Syriac writers. 

Arabia , in its grea’teft extent, is about one thoufand, one The ex¬ 
hundred miles long, and upwards of one thoufand, three tent of 
hundred broad. It.is bounded, on the eaft, by the Perftan Arabia, 
Gulf, and a ridge of mountains, Which feparate it from Ba¬ 
bylonia ; on the fouth, by the Straits of Bab al Mandab, and 
the Indian. Ocean } on tne weft, by ralejline , part of Syria, 
the Ifthmus of Suez, and the Red-fea, called by the Arabs the 
Sea al Kolzom. and, on the ; north,by Pale/line, Ccelefyria, 
ana the Euphrates. The limits of Proper-Arabia, however, 
extend no farther northward than the northern extremities of 


the Red- 


Vq l 


d-fea 

.VI. 


and Perfian Gulf. This, tra& of land, which 




the 
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the Greeks nearly comprehended lender the name of Arabia the 
Happy , has been peopled by the Arabs almoft ever fince 


difperfion. Arabia 
figned partly 



geograp 
and At 


and partly to Syria 
ferts of Syria : bat, as the Arabs 


•hers, af- 

De 


been in-poffeffion of thefe two provinces for many ages : tho 
Turks and Perfians at this day, .include them in Arabijlan. 

As the Arabians made incurfions and' fettlements beyond 
the territories here mentioned, the antients therefore differed 


.ffig 


Pliny 
Mefop 


the Arabian colonies planted as far north as the mountains 

i f « a • « wr ' t\ n « n A 


Amanus, b v Ti 



coaft 


of the P.ed~fea , and the eaft fide of Egypt 
reckoned as part of Arabia *. 


Arabia. 


The firfr The firft divifion of the peninfulaof.^/r^/V was into Kedem 
divificncf anc | Jr ah ah. Kedem , or the cajlernland, comprehended Arabia 

Felix and Arabia Deferta : and Arabah ; that is, the weflern 
country , anfwered to Arabia Paetrea , which was alfo called 
Arabia Citerior , and Arabia Vetus. The firft inhabitants of 
Arabah were the Cafiuhim , defcende,d from Mifraim, the Caph- 


Horites 


Efc 


V 

his pofterity. IJh 


defeend^nts alfo fettled here ; and, laft 
or Idumcans. Kedem , or the Eajl 


fpktqn 


Ifhmaelites 




ites. 
ham, 


Arabia 

divided 


plenifnin 


this country. We have already obferved that 


of the Cuf 

errpture, that the children of Apra- 
Heturah , likewife contributed to- 
i inhabitants. 

ieen the firft. who divided Arabia in- 


parts 


to the three divifioni of Petr era , Deferta , and Felix ; which* 
divifron has* generally prevailed fince his time. Arabia Pe¬ 
traa had Syria and Arabia Deferta on the eaft ; on the fouth, 
Arabia Felix, from'which it was feparated by a ridge of moun¬ 
tains ; on the weft, the Heroopolitan Gulph of thzRed-fea, and 
the ifthmus of Suez ; and, on the north, it was bounded hyPa~ 
Icjline and Gcele-Syria. This tradl, the greateft part of which 
•was rocky and barren, received its name From Petra , its metrow 
polis, the chief fortrefs of the Idutneansy Edomites, or Nabathaans* 
Authors differ with regard to the fituatiop oiPetra, fome 
thinking it to have been the fame with Cardk, on the con¬ 
iines of Arabia and Syria', others fuppofing it the fanje with 
Hager, or Heir , the capital, of a drftridt iff the kingdom of 
Hejaz j and, laftly,' others believing that Errakim, or Arrakeh^ 

** 7 a # . ' * * 


& Ptol. in Arab. Dipd. Sic. 1. 3 . Bochart. Phal. & Chart. 

* 4 > 1 4 Air* 


?liu. h 6. Poccck Golii r.otse ad Alfragatr, 


a ftaze 


&p rm 

♦ m 

i place' hear Karaky td c&i'i-fefpQri'd wifh'flfejP^i7 df the ahflSnts* 
St.AtbahaJtus, Father 6 'almeii and 
hore than one Petra, • 
other places in this tratft 




of 



^ four ay Pardn, and Pith on ; the firft oif which 
ftood upon Mount &?/>, arid thetwo laft are fUppofedto cor- 
reipona- with thfe Phitra of Ptbieihy , and HeroopoUsy oft thO 
Weftern ejitrdrriity of the Ked-fea "*< 

The ihoff corifiderable rtatidns inhabiting 
the eaflier ages, Wetd thd Jjhmdelitety the" Ndbettheansy the i 
ive/, Or Kedarteniy aftQ thS ' AgdrehiiIt- is probable that th< 
defcendahts of Midiariy One of, Abraham's fobs by KetUrab 
feated theriifelves in the neighbourhood of the IJhfnaelites 





Sinai arid Cti/ii 


The chief ftiduntaihs in this country 


* # L 


Arabia Deferta was fepiarated froih BabyMid oft the eaft 
hnd’ Arabia Felix off the touth, by tWo s ridges. of ftioufttains 
It was bounded, oft the north, by the' hUpkrafeS i and, oi 
the weft, by Syriay Jiidaa , and Artibia Paired 



nientionS the following tribes whoinhabited this country 
the Cauchabeniy bordering «ri' the Euphrates, the Baiane 


confines 


Wards the frontiers of Arabia Felix 
the Perftan Gul\ 


Agiitieni 

1 «T __ - r. 



Orcheniy . near 

Were alfo the Mafaniy the 
Marteniy the Mfitey arid the Agn^i j all which Were very 
obfcure, except the two laft. Bochari fuppofes the Afitnz 
td ha^e inhabited that traift Where the hdly and patient job 
was feated. He beljevds ihiti Ptaleniy vncte Aujita, Which 
is thp ftame of the land of Uz in the feptuagin't Ver- 
fiori. Ptolemy has given ub a large lift of towns in this coun¬ 
try 9 but of thefe no certain account can now be given, arid 
probably they were never very cortfiddr^ble, as 1 it was 
afy for the Arabs to dwell iri tents | and by far the greateft 
part of the country was nothing but a lonefome defoliate 



dernefs, coftfiftingOf Wide fandy’plains and naked 


pVecipicesr The plains were 

^ I /%• i ^ • -If 1 r -i 


fpota 


iflarids, aridferved 


pafture 


bounded, on the 


pro 


* / 


juft defcribed ; arid was enclofed* oft every other fide 
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by the fba. The eaftern writers divide this country into five* 
provinces ; and Strabo tells us, that, in his time, it was di¬ 
vided into five kingdoms. The names of the provinces are 
Taman, Hejaz, Tehama, Najd, and Tamama ; which* three 
laft are included, by fome, under the kingdom of Hejaz. The 
antients make mention of many nations in this country; the 
principal of which were, the Sabot, Gerrai , Minnai, Atra- 
mita, Maranita , Catabani , Afi ta -> Home fit a j Saphorita, Oma- 
nita, Saraeehi, Nabathai, Thorny deni, and Brizomena. The 
Sabai feetn to have poffeffed a very confiderable territory in 
the fouthern part of this peninfula, and their country was ah- 
tiently celebrated for the vaft quantity of frankincenfe which 
it produced. Saba, or Saba, its metropolis, was a large* 
opulent, and ftrong- pity, and was feated on a hill near the 
hed-fea. This territory contained feveral other maritime and 
inland cities. 

The Gerrai and Minnaij according to Strabo, brought vaft 
quantities of frankincenfe and other perfumes from the 
fouthern parts of Arabia Felix to the fea-ports, which is 7t 
ftrong preemption of their being two tribes, or cantons* of 
the Sabai, efpecially as Pliny places their capital city, which 
hecalls Carmus^ ift the country of the $abai. 

. The Atramita, in all probability, inhabited part at leaft of 
the province at this .day. named Hadramaut , the principal 
towns of which are Shibam and Texim, both of them about a 
day’s journey from .the Indian ocean. 

According to Pliny , the Catabani were a confiderable peo¬ 
ple. The Larendani, Catabani, and Gebanita, he fays, had 
many towns, two of which particularly, named Nagia • and 
Tarnna r contained fixty-fi.ve temples* 

, The Afita poflefied all that tradt about the promontory 
Syagrus, the cape al Ghat of the moderns, including, part 
of the provinces of Oman and Mahra* 

The Homerites , according to Ptolemy, were feated in the 
fouthern parts of Arabia Felix, and were bounded on the eaft 
by the Adramita. It is moil probable, that they were a can¬ 
ton of the Sabai j for,, according to the oriental writers, the 
Sabai were called Hamyarites, from Hinnyar, the fon of their 
great anceftor Saba. The Sapphorita , or inhabitants of Sap * 
pbar, a city of note in* the dominions Of the Homerites, may 
be looked upon as the fame people with the foregoing. The 
Omanita may like wife be looked upon as a tribe of the Home* 
rites , as. their capital city Omanum was probably the lame 
•with the modern Oman, The province of Oman , which an- • 
tiently feems alfo to have had the name of Sohar, ffretches it- 
lelfout three hundred miles on the coaft of the Perfian fea. 

The Saracens, or Nabathaans, poifelfed that part of Arabia 
Felix bordering upon Arabia Petraa and Arabia Deferta ; but 
what Was the extent of their territory is uncertain. Con- 
tjguous to them the antients placed the Thamydeni, who, ac¬ 
cording to Diodorus Siculus, inhabited a part of the coaft of 

the 





O.F THE WORLD. 

I* * » 

4ihe Arabian gulf. Near the Thamydeni were feated the Bri- 
xqmena, who lived upon wild beafts taken in hunting. In 
the* r co.untry flood a temple' held in the higheft veneration 
ampngfl all the- Arabs-) being probably facred to Ifis, under 
whofe protection was an jjlaad on the Brizomean coaft, as 
Diodorus relates., The jtnany other tribes, , whofe names are 
given us by the apricots, may .be confidered as branches of 
•the Saracens, Mabathceans, Sabaans , or Homerites., 

Nyfavta^ a town of Arabia on the Rjtd Sea, famous for th$ 
.education of Bacchus , who from thence and hjs father Jupiter 

i -i of Dionyfius. Argg zpid' Ba'deo, tWo 



. direction from Nyfa, had toyal pa¬ 
laces, in which .the fovereigns of the country fotnetimes re- 
fided. Mufa , or Muza, was a celebrated empory and bar A 
.bour, to which XhzArab merchants reforted with their frank- 
incepfe, fpices., apdperfumes. Some authors take the mo¬ 
dern Mocha to correipond with the antient Mufi 


Mofc 


Mocha 


town about ten leagues 


- - v —AW AWiAA UAW J 

thoroughfare of the fruits which come from 


mountainous parts of Arabia, 

. The oriental writers, as we have obferved, divide Arabia The ori- 
mtp five provinces, n^m.ely, Taman, Hejaz, Tehama, Majd, e ntal geo- 
and Tamama,. Thp province of Taman extends itfelf along graphy of 
the Indian ocean from the Streights of Bab al Mandab to Cape Arabia. 
Ras al Ghat . It is divided into feveral leffer ‘provinces, as 
Hadratnaut Shihr , Oman, Mflhra ,‘ &c. of which Shi hr alone . 
produces the frankincenfe. The principal cities in it known • 
to the ancients,^ are the following? Mocha, a port on the 
Red Sea of confiderable trade, furrounded with walls, and 
Containing ten thoufand inhabitants, Aden , a celebrated 
mart on the Indian ocean, not far from the Streights of Bab 
al Mandab . It is fuppofed by Golius to be the Arabia Empo¬ 
rium of Ptolemy. Sanaa ? the capital of Taman, a very an¬ 
tient city, is feated in a mountainous territory, and bleffed 
with a moft delightful air, infomuch, that it enjoys a double 
fummer, or rather a perpetual _ fpring. This city; which 


fome aflert tp be the 



Ptolemy , towards 


laft century, confifted of good houfes built with 
me and ftone, and was as large as Bnjlol. The beft part of 
rabia Felix , or that which thfe Greeks called moft happy, 
as probably, the country of Taman, the delightfulnefs and 
enty of which ought to be attributed to its mountains- 


and yield 



... T . ... almoft perpt_ 

plenty and variety of fruits, particular 


A 


cellent coffee, corn, grapes, and fpices. That 
country lying along the Red Sea , where there are no moun¬ 
tains, is a dry barren defert, in fome places ten or twelve 
leagues over. There are few rivers of note in Taman , .as the 
fti.eams which defeend from the mountains feldom reach 

£ 3 


tea 


t * 
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fea, being fpr the moft part drunk up and loft in the burn* 
jngfafnds of that coaft*. 

The province of Hejast is limited on the fouth by Taman, 
and Tehuma ; qn the y^eft, by ! the Tea a} Ifolzom, or the Red 
Sea ; on the north, by the defarts of Syria y ana on the eaft, 
by the province of Naid. The greateft part of Hejaz is co¬ 
vered with dry fands, or rifes into barren rocks. Its chief 
{owns, deferring attention on account of their antiquity, 
are the following. Mecca, fpmetinies alfo> called Becca, 'both 
1 ‘ woods' fignifyirig a place of great intercourfe, is cer* 

mainly ohe of the moft antient cities in the world. It ftand$ 



in a ftoney and'barren valley, furrounded on all fides by the 
mountain§', and about forty miles from: the fea. It is fup- 
pofed to have derived its name From ^Jjfejha, a fop of JJhr^qel^ 
and the Arabians fhew a white ftione ini one of their tenipies t 
which they fay is IjhmdeV s fepulchre. The people of Mecca 

* ‘ .1 ' ■ 7 , f 1 V '. r f r ' * . • ' ' 1 17 j*' «'• V* 4 

have no corn of their own gj-owtp ; but they are 
vvith dates in vaft abundance from the adjacent country,'and 
with grapes from fixty miles diftance. * The Arabs have a 
tradition, that IJhmaeL with his mother Hagar , fixed their 
refidence here, which feems to have induced 1 them freqtientr 
ly to vifit Mecca , and, hold it in high veneration, even be- 

TJ , ^ -■ ^ < - - j g*' ik jf ‘V ’ ’ ’' r «' * > J • » « * • <• 

fore the age o % Mohammed. 

The’pext fainbiis cify in Mejax is JIAedina, which, till 
Mohammed’s retreat thither, was called Taihreb. It ftands 
jn a plain, furrounded with a brick wall, about thirty miles 
from the coatf* 6f the Red Sea • . As r Mohammed lies buried 

1 % * ' ' l ' ^ * ' > * • .1 • *. l T r - 



here, and met with a kipd reception in this city, 
lie was driven from Mecca , the Arabians dignify it with the 
title of the City of the Prophet. - « 

The city Taifa, or Thaifa, ftands about fixty miles to 
the eaft of Mecca. Giudda , or Jodda, is fituated on the 
fea, oppofite to the Aidab , pn the confines of Abdjfta. On 
the coaft next, to Medina ftands Tanbp, the diftrict’ of which 
tvas inhabited by 'the Ilhafanites, who lived in tents, and 
moved from one pjace to another. Madia , the Modiana of 
Ptolemy , and Midian, or .Madian, of fcripture, is a. city or 
Heja% , little better, than a heap of ruins. It ftands', on.’ tfie. 
eaftern (hore of the Red Sea , at no greit diftance from the 
gulf of Ailah. : • / • : " ' 

Tehama is a fin all province, bounded' pn. the weft by the 
Red Sea, and. inclofecfon the other ftcfes by Hejaz. ana Ta¬ 
man. Jbulfeda mentions feveral towns in this province, 
which, though undoubtedly of great antiquity, feem to have 
been unknown, to the Greeks and iQomans. The Tamna of 
Pliny and Thumna of Ptolemy , by the; ,latitude he affigns it, 
feems to bear fome^^ relation toTcbamd ' 
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'*Fhe province of Naid, which word dignifies, a rifing coun- 

t* .« : : : flyif rt • . J t ‘A * . 


try, lies between Yaman 3 Hejpx, and Yamania^ and is limit 




cd .on the eaft by Irah # ...... .. 

ITamama is encompafTed by Maid, Tehama, Bahrein,, Oman, 
Shihr , Hadramaut, and Saba, The chief city is tfdmama, 
which gives name to the province, and was antientiy called 

(Y ° ✓“> 1 * \ . J 

jaw, or Krtauva. ^ 

Bahrein , \h the moft extenfiye acceptation of the' word* 
denotes that maritime.tract^^ 'lying Between Bqfrdzhd thefar- 
theft limits of ' Onion 9 having acquired the name of Bahrein, 
or the country of the twofeas , becaufe it connects' the Perfian 

he Indian ocean.. In a. more confined fenfe it is 

which, we may 


gulf with t f 

applied to two iflands of the. Perfian 



Sea by the antients/ 

feveraf 


obferve, was fometimes called the Re-. 
though for what reafort is uncertain. There are 
ifianas, both' in the Arabian' znA Perfian gulfs, mentioned by 
Diodorus , Strabo , Ptolemy , arid others ; but as they are of no] 
note, it would be needlef to' detain our readers with an 
.account of them, ' 

% • > ^ j % • • ^ • « f « 

In very early times, fome of the defendants ..of Cujh fixed 
themfelves in Arabia Petrad , and afterwards extended them- 
felves more fouthward along the coaft of the Red Sea , both.] 
in Arabia Deferta and Felix. The cities Saba, Sabot a ,. Rhef 
ana , Rhegama, Sabe, 8apt fra,Medan, apd t£e country of .the 
'abai,(eem plainly to refer to’their ifuppofed original found-’ 
rs, Seba, Sabtah, Regma of Racimah, Sabtecha, She.ba, arid 
Dedan, the fojns and grand fons of Cujh. However.,, the Arab 
writers take little or no notice of the Cufntcs, and] it would 
feem that many of them, made fettlemerits in other parts/, 
The Caflnhim Caphtorim, and Horites, *' ’ 7 



ers 



occupying 

fiilly diftridfc about Mount Sfir, though very antient, never, 
made any coniiderable figure. The pofterity of Edom, who] 
fucceeded them, in procefs of time intermixed .with the pro¬ 
file rirefent Arabians , neverthelefs, ao not look: 

’ r. 7 r _ .. .w iil z _ ' : #- v u »v r > . 


founders of their 


M ^ 4 


per Arabs'. The .. . 

r a t _ J 

upon Efau , or Edom , as one of the proper 
Ration, The Arraceni. of. Pliny* or the Saracens, were fome- 
tipies denominated Agarem, and are fuppofcd]to ? have been 
the defendants of IJhmaeJ, and to have acquired their name, 
from his mother Hagar, . JOiofcorides , according to, the learn¬ 
ed Salmaftus , was the firft of the antients now extant, who 
prefixed the hiffing letter S to the word Arraceni *. 

The oriental writers divide the Arabs into tyvo clafles,. 
namely', the old loft Arabians., arid the prefent. Though 
the old Arabians were very numerous, yet they] are now ei¬ 
ther all deftroyed or loft, and fwallowed up among the other 
tribes \ nor are there any certain records extant Concerning' 
them. The'prefent Arabs , according to their own hifto-r 



r __ 

* Gagoier. diatrib. Pocock. Steph, Byzant. PI in. 1.6. et 
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The Arabs rians, are fprung from two ftocks, Kahtan , the fame witlj 
fprung Jfoktan , the fon of Eber ; and Adnart , defcended in a direct 
from two line from IJhmael , the fori of Abraham and Hagqr. The 
ftocks. offspring of the former they call al Arab cil Ariba , that is, the 

genuine Arabs j arid thole of the latter, al Arab al Mojlareba , 
that is, naturalized , or engrafted Arabs. As the are 

riot agreed as to the number of defcents between IJhmael and 
Adnan , they feldom trace their genealogies higher than the 
l atter, whom they therefore look upon as the father of their 
tribes. The eaftern writers fcarce tajce any notice at all of 
Abraham’s progeny by Keturahy though they undoubtedly 
made up a confiderable part of the inhabitants of Arabia. 
Their names were Zimran, JokJkariJ Medan, Midinn , of 
Madian , IJhbaky and Shuah. The Arabs look upon the de- 
lcendants of IJhmael as thejr naturalized countrymen, becaufe 
IJhmael married a genuine Arabian. The feripture, however, 
lays, that fhe was an Egyptian^ which greatly /hakes the au¬ 
thority of their hiftorians, except it mould be admitted, that 
he had a fecond wife, or feveral at once. His fons werq 
Nebaioth , Kedar, Adeel , Mibfaony Mijkma , Dumah , MaJJa , 

^r, Jcmay Jetur , NaphiJ !>, and Kcdemah , befides which he 
had a daughter named Mahalath and Bajkemath , whom Edom 
took to wife. Some writers make Kahtan a defeendant of 
IJhmael , but among the orientals this is not the moft re¬ 
ceived opinion. It belt agrees, however, with the Chaldee. 
and Arabic paraphrafts, who believed the name'of IJhmaelites 
to be as cjftenfive aiid general as that of Arabs. 

As the cuftoms, manners, ai)d genius of the Arabs , except 
in matters of religion, are in ette& the fame at this day 
that they were betwixt three and four thoufand years ago, 
we may therefore prefume, that the antient ana moderq 
forms of government of this nation may be confidered as 
agreeing in almofl all particulars. The Arabes Scenitee 
therefore, like the prefent Bedoweensy their fucceflbrs, were 
governed by Shekhs aijd Emirs. The Shekhs fuperintended 
only particular daw-wars, or colle&ions of tents. The 
Emirs, or Phylarchs of the Greeks , ruled over a whole tribe, 
arid confequently their authority extended to many of thofe 
daw-wars. The Emirs probably were under the domina¬ 
tion of one particular prince, who was the fovereign of thefe 
Jrabsy or at leaf! was diftingui/hed from the other Emirs 
by the title of the Grand Emir, agreeable to the form of 
government prevailing among the modern Bcdoiueens , being, 
looked upon by them as their fupreme magiftrate, without, 
however, enjoying a defpotic authority. The Arabs that 
dwelt in cities and towns were probably governed in thefamq 
riianner as thofe who lived in tents ; arid we learn from Era-, 
io/lhenes in Strabo , that feveral cities in Arabia Felix , parti- 
tul.irly thofe of the AdramiteCy were governed by princes of 
their own. The order of fucceflion in thofe cities was not 
hereditary, but the firft child born in anv of the noble fa- 

mi lies* 
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milies, after the king's accelfion, was deemed the prefumptive 
lieir to the crown. As Toon therefore a§ any prince afcend- 
ed the throne, a lift was taken of all the pregnant ladies of 
family, who were guarded in a proper manner till one of 
them was delivered of a fon, who always received an edu¬ 
cation fuitable to his high birth. However, from Strabo it 
alfo appears, that the Sabaan nation had only one fovereign, 
which manifeftly implies, that all the little princes above 
mentioned had a fupreme head presiding oyer them. That 
regal government prevailed here, feems confirmed from fcripr 
ture, when the Pfalmi/i mentions the kings of Arabia and 

Saba. 

The Arabians , for fome centuries, were under the go¬ 
vernment of the descendants of Kahtan, Tqrab apd for ham, 
two of his fons, founding the kingdoms of Taman apd He r 
jaz. The kings of Hamyar poflefled the beft part of the 
kingdom of Taman, and nad the general title of Tobba, or 
Succeffor. Several leffer princes reigned in the other parts 
of Taman, and were moftly, if not altogether, fubjedl to the 
king of Hamyar, whom they called the great king *. 

Before the time of Mobaqimed, grofs idolatry chiefly pre- Sabiifm, 
vailed in Arabia, but intermixed with the idolaters there were t jj e prc *_ 
alfo great numbers of Chriftians, Jews, and Magians. The vailing re 
Arabian idolaters, were Sabians , and worlhipped the fixed Hgi on S 0 f 
ftars and planets, and the angels and their images, which t h e j ra _ 
they honoured as inferior deities and mediators with God. fo anSm 
The Arabians had feven celebrated temples dedicated to the 
feven planets. Befides the ftars, which were the general 
obje&s of worlhip throughout Arabia, there were fome more 
particularly reverenced in particular provinces. Thus the 
fun was chiefly worlhipped by the Hamyarites ; the Bull’s 
eye at Mifum j Jupiter at Lakhm and fodam ; Canopus at 
fay ; the Dog-ftar at ICais, &c. The Arabians, together 
with the Indians in general, paid a greater regard to the fixed 
ftars than to the planets, which diftinguiftied the Sabians 
amongft them from thofe among the Greeks , who diredted 
their worfliip to the planets. All kinds of alterations in the 
atmofphere were attributed by the Arabians to the influence 
of the fixed ftars ; but fome reckoned the eftedt to proceed 
from their riling, and others from their fetting. 

Of the aijgels or intelligences which they worlhipped, 
only three are mentioned in the Koran, namely. Allot, Al- 
uzzah , and Manah . Thefe they called goddejjes, and the 
daughters of God, an appellation alfo given by them to their 
images, which they believed either to be infpired with life 
by God, or elfe to be animated by the angels, and they paid 
them divine honours, becaufe they believed that they inter- 

• - . t 


* Gol. in not. ad Alfr. Prid. Conned, p. i, b. 3, 

1 . 16. Shaw S< Focock. Appian in Lyb, 


Strab. 

ceded. 


« 



*4 


Their 

idols. 


The Ma- 

gian reli¬ 
gion in 

Arabia* 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

, . * 

ceded for their votaries with God. They alfo imagined, 
that the fun, moon, and fixed ftars were inhabited, or rather 
animated and directed in their courfes by mediatory intelli¬ 
gences of a middle nature betwixt men and the fupreme 
being. 

Altai^ whom fome of the Arabs call Allah, was the idol of 
the tribe of Thakifi who dwelt at fayef, and a temple was 
confecrated to her in a place called Nakklab . Al~Uzzah , or 
Al-Ozzah , was the idol of the tribes of Koreijb and Kenah-r 
nah. Manah was worfhipped by the tribes of Hodhall and 
Khozaah , poflibly the Cajfianita of Ptolemy, who dwelt be¬ 
tween Mecca and Medina . Dr. Pocock feems to prove, that 
•the Manab of the Arabs was the Meni of the prophet Ifaiah. 
This idol was a large ftone, demolifhed by one Saad, in the 
eighth year of the Hejra. Befides thefej five antediluvian 
idols are taken notice of by the Arabian writers, who 
Jikewife mention feveral other images worfhipped by diffe¬ 
rent tribes *. 

According to Sir Ifaac Newton, the worfhip of deified dead 
men was no older than the age of Sefac, the great Egyptian 
conqueror, who ordered all the nations he conquered, and, 
among the reft, fome of the Arabians , to pay divine honours 
to his father Ammon. Sefac, who enjoined this Worfhip, Sir 
Ifaac thinks, was the Bacchus of the antients. According to 
Suidas, the Arabs alfo worfhipped Mars. The idols of the 
Arabs were in general fo numerous, that they might, if thdy 
pleafed, worfhip a frefh one every day in the year. Be*- 
Jides their public idols, every houfekeeper had his houfhold 
god, whom he laft took leave of, and firft faluted, it his 
going abroad and returning home. Many of the Arabian 
idols were no more than large rude ftones, the Worfhip of 
which, the pofterity of IJJmael are faiil to have firft intro¬ 
duced. The tribe of Hanifa had one peculiar idol, which 
was nothing more than a lump of dough, that nothing but 
the greateft famine could compel themto eat. 

The Perjians, by their vicinity to the Arabians, and fre* 
quent intercourfe with them, introduced the Magian reli¬ 
gion among fome of their tribes. The profeffors of this* 
religion acknowledge the world to have been created by 
God ; but being at a lofs to account for the origin of evil, 
they held two principles, a good and an evil one, which 
laft, however, they in general did not believe to be eter*- 
nal. They alfo maintained, that there were good and bad 
angels, the former guarding and prote&ing men from evil, 
and the latter inftigating them to all wickednefs. 

Some of the idolatrous Arabs believed neither a creation 
padl, nor a refurrection to come, attributing the origin of 
things to nature, and their diffolution to age. Others al- 
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fowed both, among whom were thofe who at their death 
Jiad their camel tied by their fepujdire, and fo left without 
meat or drink to perifli, and accompany them to the other 
world, left they mould be obliged at the refurredtion to go 
on foot. Some believed a tranfmigration of the foul thro* 
different bodies, and that of the blood near the dead perfon’s 
brain was formed a bird named Hamah , which once, in an, 
hundred years vifited the fepulchre. Others faid, that the 
bird was animated by the foul of him that was unj uftly {lain, 
and continually cried Ofcuni , Ofcuni , Give me to drinks mean¬ 
ing of the murderer’s blood, till his death was revenged, 
and then it flew away. 

Judaiftn is faid to have been introduced among the idola- The Jew- 
trous Hamyarites about feven hundred years before Maham - ifh religir 
med by one oi the kings of Taman. Great numbers of Jews on embra- 
likewife upon the deftrudtion of their country by the Ro- ced by 
mans, fled into Arabia , and made profelytes of feveral tribes, fome of 
In time they became very, powerful, and poffeffed themfelves the Arabs „ 
,of feveral towns and fortreffes. One Tufet, king of Tainan, 
having at laft railed a terrible perfecution againft all who 
would not turn Jews, Calebs or Elejhbaan , king of Ethiopia , 
to revenge the maffacre of the Chriftians at Najran , put an 
end to Judaifm and the kingdom of the Hamyarites in Ta- 
ynan at the fame time. 

The Arabians we find ranked amongft thofe nations, fome Chriftia- 
of whofe members firft had the happinefs of being made nity intro- 
.converts to Chriftianity. When the eaftern church was duced a- 
greatly haraffed and pcrfecuted about the beginning of the mong 
third century, vaft numbers of Chriftians fought for fhelter them, 
jin Arabia , and many Arabian tribes embraced Chriftianity. 

As the Chriftians were very numerous in Arabia before the 
age of Mohammed, they had feveral bifhops there. The Ja¬ 
cobites had two bifhops of the Arabs fubjedt to their Mafrian , 
or metropolitan of the eaft. One of thefe wai ftiled abfo- 
lutely the bifliop of the Arabs, and the other, the bifliop of 
the Scenite Arabs . In the century preceding the famous Mo- 
■ibammed , Gregcntius , who held a difpute of three days conti¬ 
nuance with Herbanus a Jew, was bifhop of Dhafar , or Ze- 
phra , and at the fame time Najran was alfo abiftiop’s fee. The 
Nejiorians had but one bifliop, who was immediately fubjedfc 
to their patriarch. A* the Chriftians in Arabia were foon di - 
vided into feveral fedts, fo likewife were the antient piagan 
inhabitants, who in different places held different tenets *. The lan* 

The Arabian language was early diftinguiflied into two guage of 
dialedts. The firft, termed the Arabic of Hamyar , was fpo- the Arq- 
ken by the Hamyarites , and other genuine Arabs j and the biam. 
other, ftiled the pure, in which Mohammed wrote the Koran, 

The former dialed! is fuppofed to have approached - to the 
Syriac , and the latter, which is referred to Ijhmael as itf 
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author, had a relation to the Hebrew . The Arabs are full 
of the commendations of their language, which is very harr 
monious and expreffive, and, as they fay, fo immenfely co¬ 
pious, that no man uninfpired can be a perfe& matter of it 
in its utmott extent. We are toid, that one of the moil 
learned of the Arab grammarians wrote a whole treatife, 
which confifted intirely of an interpretation of five hundred 
words, fignifying a lion . The author of the great Araik 
lexicon , called Cannus , or the Ocean , mentions one of his 
books, wherein he had enumerated above a thoufand words 
denoting only a fword. The Arabs , neverthelefs, believe 
the greateft part of their language to be loft, which will 
Hot feem improbable, when we confider how late the art of 
writing became generally pra&ifed among them. For tho* 
at was known to Job their countryman, to the Edomites , 
and the other Arabian nations, bordering on Egypt and Phoe¬ 
nicia, and alfo to the Hamyarites , many centuries before 
Mohammed ; yet the other Arabs, and thofe of Mecca in 
particular, unlefs fuch of them as were either Jews or 
Chriftians, were to the time of Moramer , perfedlly ignorant 
of it. Since the reign of JuJUnian , and especially fince the 
age of Mohammed, all the Arabic diale&s have been not a 
little corrupted j the Mohammedans , therefore, now ftudy the 
an;lent Arabic , which is looked upon by them as the learned 
language, and nearly refembling the Ethiopic. 

The chara&er ufed by the Hamyarites was the moft an T 
tient of any peculiar to the Arabs, and was called al mof- 
nad, becaufe the letters were not diftindtly feparate, but conr 
nested together. According to the author of the great Ara¬ 
bic lexicon, an infeription in it was found in Taman as old as 
the time of Jofeph. Moramer Ebn Morra , who lived not 
many years before Mohammed, was the inventor of the pre- 
fent Arabic character, which the oriental writers agree.to be 
very different from the antient letters of the Arabs . The 
invention of Moramer was afterwards improved by different 
perfons. 

Though before Mohammed by far the greateft part of the 
Arabs could neither read nor write, yet feveral of them be¬ 
came famous for their eloquence, and a perfect flfill in their 
own tongue, in which they exerciled themfelves by compo- 
fing of orations and poems. Their drations were of two 
forts, metrical and profaic, and they endeavoured to excel 
in both. Whoever was able in an aflembly to perfuade the 
people to a great enterprize, or difluade them from a dan¬ 
gerous one, or gave them other prudent counfel, was ho¬ 
noured with the title of Khateb, or orator, which is now 
given to the Mohammedan preachers* It appears from feveral 
authors, that they purfued a method very different from that 
of the Greek and Roman orators, their fentences being like 
loofe gems, without connexion, fo that the audience were 
fcruch chiefly by the fullne'i of the periods, the elegance of 
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the expreflion, and the acutenefs of the proverbial fayings.' 

So perfuaded were they of their excelling in oratory, that 
they would not allow any nation to underftand the art of 
fpeaking in public, except themfelves and the Perfians. 

They feem to have been chiefly indebted to their poetry for 
the polifliing, and even the prefervation, of their language, 
before the ufe of letters was introduced among them- In 
their poems were likewife preferved the diftindtion of def- 
cents,- the rights of tribes, and the memory of great adtions. 

An excellent poet therefore reflected an honour on his tribe, 
which was thereupon congratulated in a folemn manner by 
the other tribes. Poetry being in the higheft efteem among 
them, they looked upon it as a great accomplilhment, and 
a proof of ingenuous extradtion, to be able to exprefs ones 
felf in verfe with eafe and elegance on any extraordinary 
occurrence, and even in their common difcourfe made fre¬ 
quent applications of celebrated paflages of their famous 
poets. To keep up a fpirit of emulation among their poets, 
the tribes held a general aflembly once a year, at a place 
called Ocadh , where a week’s fair was kept. The Arabs , 
during this annual meeting, which lafted a whole month, 
employed themfelves not only in trading, but in repeating 
their poetical compofitions, zealoufly contending and vying 
with each other for the prize. The poems that were judged 
to excel were laid up in their king’s treafuries, and alfo hung 
up in their chief temple, being written on Egyptian filk, and 
in letters of gold. The public congratulation that we men¬ 
tioned above was made only on the birth of a boy, the rife 
of a poet, and the fall of a foal of a generous breed, which, 
they reckoned three points of felicity. The fair and aflem- 
bly of Ocadh was fupprefled by Mohammed , which occa- 
fioned poetry to decline in his time ; but after the Arabs 
had laid afide their views of extending their conquefts, this 
ftudy was revived, and almoft all forts of learning encou-- 
raged, and not a little improved by them. This interrup¬ 
tion, however, occafioned the lofs of moft of their antient 
pieces of poetry, which were then chiefly preferved by 
memory. 

The year was divided among the Arabians into twelve 
months, and fix feafons, namely, the feafon of herbs and 
flowers ; the fummer; the hot feafon ; the feafon of fruits; 
autumn, or rather the latter part of autumn ; and, laftly, 
winter. The Arabs likewife antiently computed their time 
by weeks, or periods of feven days. 

The fciences that were chiefly cultivated by the antifent ^ 
Arabians were that of their hiftory and genealogies, the in- ences 
terpretation of dreams, and fuch a knowledge of the ftars c hi e flv 
as to foretell the changes of weather. They valued cu i t j V at:«, 
themfelves extremely on account of the nobility of their u _ 
families, and took the greateft pains in fettling their descents. * 
Though other nations almoft confined their obfervations to 
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the planets, yet the Arabians and Indians applied themfelves 
to obferve the fixed liars. The afterifras, or liars, they, 
moft ufually foretold the weather by, were thofe they called 
amrua , or the houfes of the moon. Thefe are twenty-eight in 
number, and divide the zodiac into as many parts, thro 5 one of 
which the moon pafles every night. They feem for a long time 
to have made no farther progreis in aflronomy, which in latter 
ages they cultivated with much fuccefs and applaufe, than 
to name the conftellations, and to obferve their influence 
upon the weather. As a full proof of the high antiquity of 
tne names of feveral flars and afterifms, among the Arahs t 
it will be fufficient to obferve, that fome of thefe names 
were prior to the time of Job. The Arabs addi&ed them- 
felves to the Onirocritic art, or the art of interpreting 
dreams, in common with the Egyptians , Chaldccans , and other 
nations. They likewife pradlifed divination by arrows, and, 
as is probable, fomething of judicial aftrology *. 

It appears from Strabo , that the Araks had a good degree of 
knowledge in feveral mechanical arts, fome of them having 
magnificent temples, and elegant houfes, built in the Egyp¬ 
tian tafte. The exercife of arms and horfemanfhip they 
looked upon as one of their principal accomplilhments, be¬ 
ing obliged to pradiife it from their infancy, on account of 
the independency of their tribes, which rendered bloody 
encounters very frequent among them. Their principal 
arms were bows and arrows, darts, or javelins, and broad 
fwords, or feymetars. 

The antient Arabs , like other nations, had their good and 
bad qualities. Hofpitality was fo habitual to them, that 
in this they feem to have exceeded all their neighbours. The 
contrary vice was fo much in contempt among the Arabs , 
that a certain poet upbraids the inhabitants of Ivafet , as with 
the greateft reproach, that none of their men had the heart 
to give, nor their women to deny. As a mark of their hof- 
pitable difpofition, the Arabs ufed to light fires on the tops 
of the hills, which in the night conducted travellers to their 
tents, and affined them of a kind reception, i he highelt 
compliment that could be paid to a man was, to pafs an en¬ 
comium upon his munificence ; as that moll acceptable to a 
woman was to celebrate her parfimony and her beauty. 
The antient Arabs have likewife been commended for being 
exacl to their words, and refpecStful to their kindred ; ana 
they have always been celebrated for their quicknefs of ap¬ 
prehension and penetration, as well as for the vivacity of 
their wit. On the other hand, their own Writers acknow¬ 
ledge, that the Arabs had a natural inclination to war, 
bloodfbed, cruelty, and rapine, and were fo much addi&ed 
to bear malice, that they i'carce ever forgot an old grudge. 
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The antient Scentte Arabs , IJhmaelites , or Nabathaam , in 

confequence of the divine prediction, lived upon plunder, 
and haraffed their neighbours by continual incurfions. Their 
pofterity are no lefs infamous at prefent, on account of the 
robberies they commit on merchants and travellers. They 
endeavour to excufe their proceedings, by alledging the hard 
ufage of their father IJhmael ; who being turned out of doors 
by Abraniy had the open plains and deferts given him by God 
for his patrimony, with permiflion to take whatever he could 
find there. In relating their adventures they never fay that 
they robbed a man of fuch or fuch a thing, but that they 
gained it. The ftri&eft probity at. the fame time is obferved 
in their camp, where every thing is open, and nothing ever 
known to be ftolen. 

The Arabs , who dwelt in cities and towns, were more ci¬ 
vilized, and lived by tillage, the cultivation of palm-trees, 
the breeding and feeding of cattle, and the exercife of all 
forts of trades, particularly merchandizing; wherein they 
were very eminent, even in the time of Jacoby their country 
producing immenfe quantities of the moft precious commodi¬ 
ties, particularly the fineft gold; which was in fuch plenty 
among them, that they would give double the weight of gold 
for iron, triple its weight forbrafs, and ten times its weight 
for filver 

The following were fome of the principal cuftoms of the 
antient Arabs . 

The king, among the Sabaans , was folemnly invefted with The cuff 
his prerogative by an affembly of the people; and was enjoined toms of 
never to go out of his palace during his reign on pain of being the Amis. 
{toned to death by his fubje&s. The antient Arabs ufed cir- 
cumcifion ; but authors differ as to the age when the cere¬ 
mony was performed. They were extremely addi&ed to di¬ 
vination and augury. When a perfon diftrufling the fidelity 
of his wife went a journey, he tied together fome of the 
boughs of a tree called al rotam ; and if, upon his return, he 
found them in the fame pofition, he judged file had been, 
faithful to him, otherwife not. _ . 

All the kinds of augury and divination were forbid by Mo~ 
hammedy as likewife the plays of chefs, dice, cards, and other 
games. When alhe-camel, or ew, had brought forth twins 
ten times, Ihe had an ear cut off, and was afterwards fent 
to graze at liberty, but women were never permitted to tafte. 
of her flefh. Many of the Arabs fcrupled not to marry their 
father’s wife, who, as they imagined, belonged to one of 
the fons by an hereditary right; but this the moft virtuous 
among them condemned as a crime, Some of them married 
two lifters, and moft of them went on pilgrimage to the Caaba % 
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or chief temple, whither they turned themielves always when- 
they prayed. They frequently wafhed their mouths and no- 
ftrils, combed their ha!., cleaned their teeth, paired their 
nails, and had other ullages Conducive to external purifica¬ 
tion. Whenever any one was found guilty of theft, they 

irtimediately cut off his right hand. 

In Arabia Felix; the king’s brothers preceded his'Tons, and 
had greater refpect ihewn them, as being fnore advanced in 
years. Adultery they punifhed with death, but efteemed him 
only guilty of it who had to do with ai„woniart of another 
tribe. The Nabatbaans inflicted pumfhmerit publicly off 
fuch as fquandered away their fubftance, but paid great re- 
fpeCt to fuch as increafed it. Their p'hylatchs had fo little 
power, that they were almoft upon a level with the popu¬ 
lace, and had their conduct frequently infpe&ed into. It 
was a common cuftom among the Saracens , or Scenite Arabs 
to have hired wives, who married in one place, brought 
forth in another, and educated their children in a third. 

According to feme authors, the antient Arabs circumcifed 
their daughters as well as their fons. In their wars they 
brought into the field a great number of camels, carrying 
each of them two archers, fitting back to back, that, in any 
general action, they might be able to oppofe the enemy botli 1 
in front and in rear at the fame time *. 

The de- Arabia , as we have already mentioned, was firft planted by 
feendants J oc ktan and his thirteen fons, a fliort time after the confufioii 
of Joktan 0 f languages at Babel. According to in Arabian author^, 
fettle in Joktan , or Kahtan , had thirty-two fons by the fame wife; of 
Arabia, whom all but two leaving Arabia , went and fettled in India . 

The two that remained were Tarab and Jor ham ; the firft of 
whom fucceeded his father in the kingdom of Taman y and 
the latter founded the kingdom of Hejast ;, where his pofte- 
rity kept the throne till the time of IJJmiael. 
which is Hagar , and her young fon IJhmael , upon being difmHied 

likewise by Abraham , retired into the wildemefs, where they were 
peopled fupported by the divine favour and affiftance. Before the 
bv Ijhma- birth of IJhmael , God had allured his mother that her foff 
el’s pofte* ftiould be the father of a moft numerous and potent nation ; 
rhy- that he and his defeendants (hould be wild, and live in en¬ 
mity with the reft of mankind ; and yet that they never 
fhould be thoroughly conquered by any foreign power. AM 
accounts, both of the antients and moderns, manifeft the 
truth of this, prediction f* 
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Ifim/ieL ■ as we learn from fcripture, refided in the wilder- 
jiels of Par an, and married ah Egyptiani He had twelve 
fons, and died at the age of one hundred and thirty-feveri 
years, probably hot far from the borders of Egypt. The 1 
Arab writers fay that he married the daughter of Modadj 
king of Hejdz, defcended lineally from for bam: The See- 
nite Jrabs were pot the only defcendarits of IJhmdel, though 
probably they might be the bulk of- them, fince Mofes in- 
forrhs u& that fome IJhmaelites had cafilesand towns. 

, The ; prine i pal .kings of the Arabs were thofeof Hamyar+ 
or Yanmn, Hira GhaJJan^ and Hejaz. The Hamyariies were 

Homeritei by the l^tter Gr^ and Latin 
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Their firll king they rec- Kahtnri 


^1 . lo , orfktan, the foii of Efar± whofe, fon Yarab or foktaitt 
fuGceeded him, and left therthrone to his fon Yajhab. Abd king of 
Shews, that Is, ■ the fervant oftheSun^ !fucce£ded his father Ya- fho Hamy 
jhof>\, and,-according to the Arabian hiftorians,* was very 


and jflxi 


gain'll: his enemies; He had rhahy 
- them was Hamyar, Amru$ Cah- 


HamyaYi, according 

fee 


cafed his name to the kingdom of Yaman ; from whence he 
expelled Tbartiud , who took refuge in. Hejaz. Wayel , the fo» 
of Hamyar,, according to Abulfeda, fucceeded him in the’king* 
dorh 3 but other authors make his brother Cahlan his Tuc- 
ceffor; The following princes were Alfalfac Yaafar , Deu 
Riyajh, Al Noomon, Afmah, Shaddad, Lokman , Dhu Sadad, At 
Hdteth , and Dhitl Kar'nain AJJaab. This according to Ebn 
Abbas , was the two-horned prince mentioned in the Koran, 
and not Alexander the Great. The next fucceflors were Dhul 
Manat Abraham , Africus, who they alledge gave his name to 
that par-tvof the world called- AfricaDm AdaramrU , Shar- 


, Al Hodbad , . 

daughter, of Hodbact. 


Jerufalem< The 


\ , ' 


ceflors of Balkis were NajheroVneam, Shdmer Yaraajb , who 
gave n&me to the city of Samarcand, and Abu Malec. Upon 
■the deceafe of Abu. Make 3 the kingdom of Yaman was tran- 

brother of Ha- 


piyan : The next prince was Amru, furnamed the fearer, be 



he tore to pieces two garments he had wort 

thfev pre'dedjiig day. . His fucceffots were Al Alkran, Dhu 
Hdbjhan, fobbd, Colaicarb , Abu Garb Afaad, who firft intro* 
duced Judaifm among.the Hamy 


byitus luhjedts, probably on the feore of religion. HaJJaH 
Tobbhi, Amru Tobbai,f\xxmxr\tA 'the Lord of wood, becaufe 
during his whole reign he was fo infirm and indifpofed, that 
he was always carried about in a wopden chair ; Abd CelaL 
Tplbd, Al mmh. Who embraced Judaifin ; Morthed, Wa- 

Abrabah, and Sabban, or, according to fome, EbnDakk 
fan, who was in pofleffion of a famous word, with which.it 
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is faid he cut in two feveral noble fwords fent him as a pre^ 
fent by th e Greek emperor in the prefence of that prince’s am* 
baffadors, without doing it the leaft damage. After thefe 
forty-one princes reigned Dhu Sbanater , Y 


, who, as we 

Ethiopian hiftory, perfecuted all who would 
not embrace Judaifm, and Dbu jadan , reckoned by Abulfe- 
da the laft prince of the Hamyaritic line ; though others 
reckon Yufefto have been the laft of the true race of Hamydr . 
Yufef, they fay, being driven to the laft extremity by Elef- 
baarii king of Ethiopia , forced hi : s horfe into the fea, and loft 
The king both his crown and life together, 
of Ethio- Ethiopia, after his death, e 


TPHc 

abliifhed the Chriftian religion in 


ft a a p. 
f oin ts a 


Ethiop 


Arydt, an Ethiop 


• t 


The fe- 


'iceroy in Sabah , who, we are informed in the Alcoran, Was moil mi- 
Hamydr;' raculoufly defeated, as he was marching with an army and 

feveral elephants to deftroy the Gauba , Or idol temple of the 
Meccans. He was fucceeded -by his fon Yacfimi , whofe brO- 


Mafruk 


opian princes in Yaman. The Ethiop 


feventy-two. years. 


of Hamyar 


Seif Ebn Dhu Yazan, of the old royal family of Hamyar, 
obtained fuccours of the king of Perfta , which had been de¬ 
nied him by the emperor Heraclius', and driving out the Ethi¬ 
opians recovered the throne ; but was himfelf flainfooif after 
by fome of them who had been left behind. The Ptrjians 

:eding princes Wahzar, Marzaban, Sihan, 
__ _ o /and Bazan, who fubmitted to Moham¬ 

med^ and embraced >his new religion. Mohammed., on this 
account, gave to Shahr , the fon of Bazan , part of his father’s 

• 1 • • ° rrn • . . *t .i t*.. ...e*.TT, 

Duration dominions. 


of the 
kingdom 


The petty princes, tributary to the king of Ha 
tnyar, wdre ftiled Al Kail ■, and the governors of provinces Al 
Makawel . According to Abulfeda, the monarchy of Hamyar 


twenty 

to others, above three thoufand years 


but, according 


The in- . Aid Sbems, furnamed Saba, the fourth king after Joktan 


undation 


city to 


of Saba,' hollow of the mountains above the city madean inimenfe ba- 
or AlArem fon, orrefervoir,by.raifing, in different places, large mounds, 

dry which he confined the water that ran from many adjacent 
mountains.- The neighbouring country was fuplplied; with 
water from thence, and the mounds were built fo 'ftrong that 
many houfes were ercdled upon them. - God, however, re¬ 
volving to humble and difperle the inhabitants, on account of 
their pride andinfolence, fent .a mighty flood,- 
down the mound by night , when 1 the .wate 


which 


was 



* Pocock. D’Herbelot. Bibl. Orient. Prideaux’s life of MaHi 


■Safes tranfiat; of the Koran. Golius lit fupra. 
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* . * 1 .. • t -1 P <5 If 5 • '*/' 1 i*' 


19 


he whole city, with the nei 
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towns and people 
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This calamity, accprdmg to the molt received bpjhion, hap 
pened about the time of Alexander the Great . No lefs than 
eight tribes were forced to abandon their dwellings on this 
occalion j'lbme of which gave rife to thfe kingdoms of Hira 
and Ghajlen: Probably at this time alfo happened the migra¬ 
tion of thofe tribes or colonies which were led into Mefopotti- 
mia by three different chiefs-; Beer, Modari ahdRabiq. 

The kingdom of Hira was founded in Chaldaa, or Irqck, The 1 
by Make, a defeendant of Cahlan, who is faid to Have fioii- datio 
rilhed in the time of the kings of the provinces jthatis, of the the k 
governors whom Alexander the Great appointed to prefide over dom 
the provinces of Perfta. . Make was fu'cceeded by his brother Hira 


by his Ton fodaimah ; Who firft 


amon 



l Amrii, ah Arab prince of 'the tribe 

who reigned in 


lijla 



otamia, and put him to the fword< but 


was afterwards alfamnated by the contrivance of hoba, that 
prince’s daughter, with whom he was greatly enamoured.. The 
next prince was Amru, the nephew offodaimah, who revenged 
his uncle’s murder by putting; Zoba to death. • He was fuc- 
ceeded byhis Ton Anirtol Kais , whofe fucceflor was Amrii, his 
fon. The two next princes were Amalekites ; 1 after whom 
Amriol Kais, the fon of Amru, afcended the throne, which he 
left to his fon Al Nooman, who, after he • had reigried thirty 
years abdicated the government and retired from the world, 
faying. What Jignifies a kingdom that will certainly have Ini end? 
Al Nooman . it is laid, became a convert to the Chriftian reli- 


and 


Per fit 


Hendti 


Jezdegerd. 


.“ ..... 7 - 

Nobmah, the Hcndu , of the Perfta 


, and the 
No or,man. Al Monda 


f Jczdegerd, into Perjit 


With 


an army 
>he Kerfa, 

an u fur per j whom the Magi had ele&dd king. Al Mondar 
Was fucceeded by his fon Al Afwad, who left the throne, to 
his brother, whofe name <is not known. The three follow¬ 
ing princes were Al Katnah, Amriol Kair, and Al Mondar 
which Taft' Was dethroned by Kofru Kobad, Icing pf Perfta, 
Who placfed upon the throne Al Hareth Ebn Amru. Anujhir- 


i w 


fur named the Jujl 

'' Hareth ‘ 


Mondar 


of Hira. - Al Mondar heihg- reftored by Anujhirwan, left the 
throne to aTon of his Own name j in the eighth year of whofe 
reign the'i'tnpoAor Mohammed was. born. The three next 
princes'were Kabus, APMohdar, and Al Nooman ; which laft 
became a convert to Ghriftianity on the following occalion: 

In a drunken fit he had ordered two of his intimate com¬ 
panions, who had fallen afleep, to be buried alive \ but, being 

C 2 afterwards 
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^extremely concerned for what he h add one, he raifed 
•a monument to fhejmemory of his friends, and fet apart two 
; 'days ; one of which he called the day of forrow, and the 
other the day of gladnefs. All who met him on the former 
day, he caufed to be {lain, and their blood fprinkled on the 
monument: but thofe who met him on the other day, were 
djfmiffed in fafety with magnificent prefents. An Arab who 
had formerly entertained him when fatigued with hunting, 
happened to meet him on one of the unfortunate days. The 
^king was greatly perplexed, and, fcrupling to put him to 
death againft the laws of hofpitality, which the Arabs reli- 
gioufly obferve, gave him a year’s refpite, and fent him home 
with rich gifts, another perfon having offered himfelf as 
i JUirety for his return. When the laft day of the term came, 
fand the Arab did not appear, the king, not at all difpleafed 
‘It? fave hishoft’s life, ordered the furety to be brought out to 
execution ; butthe Arab in the mean time appearing, the 
king was furprifed at his geherofity, and afked him his mo¬ 
tive for offering himfelf to certain death. He anfwered, that 
, he had been taught to aft in that manner by the religion 


profel 


Nooman 


Chriftian. The kin? then 


defiririg the doftrines of’religion to be explained to him, was 
baptized, together with all his fubj.efts ; and not only par* 
doned the man, but abolifhed his barbarous cuftom. 

This prince, however, was not the firft king of Hira who 
profefled himfelf. a convert to the Chriftian religion; his 
grandfather, Al Mondar , the fon of Amriol Kazs, having em¬ 
braced the Chriftian faith, had built large churches in his 
capital, j 
ftain by Ki 
throne. / 


7 Nooman , after a reign of twenty 
ofru Pariviz , when Ayas r xhe Tay 


Mohammed's million 


anenced, was fucceeded by Z adawaih. 


Al Nooman , governed Hira 


Al Mondar\ 


Mahan 


quered by the arms of Khaled Ebn al Walid. 

Theking- The kingdpm of Ghajfan was founded about the fame timi 
dom of with that of Hira , after the inundation of Al Arem, or Saba 
Ohajfarti above-mentioned. This kingdom, which lay in Syria Dama 

fcena , near a river called GhaJJan , was founded by the trib 
of Azd, who drove from thence another tribe of Arabs thei 


9 

fixteen 


f the country. The tribe o 
GhaJJan, according to Abulfedt 


GhaM 


their migration, and that they were the fame wi$h the CaJJa 
nita of Ptolemy. Five of their kings were named Hareth 


and 


and one of them 


it? was whole governor ordered the gates of Damafcus to 1 
watched to take St. Paul. Our readers-may find in Dr. P< 
cpcka lift of the kings of GhaJJan , of whom fcarce any thin 
is mentioned but their names. Jabqlah, the thirty-firft ac 

laft 
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laftr of the kings of GhaJJan, profefled Mohamriiedifm 


2f 



fuccefles of the Arabs 

afterward s 


J 


Conftaniirioph 


We mentioned above, that Jorbam , the fon of Kaktan, 

Hejaz^ where princes of his line dom of 


Modad. 

Kidar , 


Ijbmael , who married the daughter of Hcjaz 


of IjhmaeP s 


authors 


Jorbam 


the 


fcendants of Ijbmael expelled that tribe, who retiring to Jo- 
hainah , were, after various fortune, at 1 aft all-deftroyed by 
an inundation. The names of the thirteen kings of the race 

Kidar , the fpri of 


Jorbam maybe found in Dr 


Ijbmael 


After the expulfion of 


the Jorhamites , the government of Hej 
divided among the heads of the tribes almoft in the fame man¬ 
ner as the Arabs of the Defert are governed at this day. The 
tribe of Khozaah , defcended from Cahlan , fled into the kirig- 


Hej 


Mecca , founded an ari#ocracy, afluming to 


cuftody of the Caaba , or chief temple, 
fters of the citv and territory of Mecca 


of Mecca 
continued 


Abu Gabjh 


prefidents 


weak and filly man, in a drunken humour, fold the keys arid 
cuftody of the Caaba to Kofa, of the tribe of Koreijb, for' a 
bottle of wine. The tribe of Kbozaah , endeavouring after¬ 
wards to give fome difturbance to that of Koreijb , in the 


Cofa had 


the latter from thence 


took an opportnity of diverting the former of the civil go-* 
vernment of Mecca. 

Belides the kingdoms already mentioned, there were fome 
other tribes which, in latter times, had princes of their own, 
and formed ftates of lefler note. 

We fliall conclude this hiftory of the Arabs with a The A-' 
fliort account of their principal trahfaiftions with the Egyptu rabs never 

Perjians, Greeks and Romans, extracted from themoff entirely 

- reduced 


approved writers of the two laft nations. 

Diodorus Siculus relates, 'that Sejojlrisy or according 
to Jofephus and Sir Ifaac 1 Subdued Arabia’ih' his fa* 

ther’s life-tirne. However, fram the'faftiC ailth orji ta p pe ai*s * 


Egyp 


• Arabs were never thoroughly‘fubj ugated j for he tells 
Sefac himfelf was obliged 1 to dr aw a line fi'dni Meliopo^ 


lis to Pelufium , in order to fecure Egypt from the incurfions 

thouglr h^iiacLar fleet of fotir 


the 


e a 



Koran 


I • 

Arab. Ockley’s Hift, of the Saracens,.' Sale 
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hundred 
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rians , 

Medes.eeaA 

Perjians. 
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their 
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hundred fail upon the' Red Sea, feems, from Diodorus, never 
t;o have traverfed Arabia Felix ; but only to have coafted it 
qf feized upon fome of its maritime provinces in his voyage 
to India. As the word Arabia, i n the Greek, and L a tin au¬ 
thors, fometimes denotes only Arabia Deferta , at other times 
Arabia Petraa\ and foinetimes Arabia Felix, or a part of that 
country ; it cannot be inferred from them that the whole pe- 
ninfula of the Arabs ever was in a Hate of fervitude to the 
Egyptians. 

The Affyrians , Medes , and Perjians , likewife could never 
get any confiderable footing among the Arabs. The Perjian 
monarchs indeed were fo far refpegied by them as to have an 
annual prefent of frankincenfe; yet they could never make 
them tributary, and were fo far from being their matters, 
that Cambyfes, on his expedition againft Egypt , was obliged 
tp alk their leave to pafs through their territories +. 

Notwithstanding the. exorbitant power of Alexander the. 
Great , the Arabians had fo little apprehenfion of him, that 
they alone, of all the neighbouring nations, fentno ambaffa- 
dors to him either firft or latt. He therefore formed a refolu- 
tionof invading Arabip , but was cut off by death before he 
began that enterprize. We have formerly related the unfuc- 
cefsful expedition? pf Aritigomis againff the Nabathaan Arabs. 
at Petreea %. 

As for the Romans, they never conquered any part of Ara¬ 
bia, fo called.' The molt; they did was to make feme tribes; 
tributary to them, as one commanded by S'ampft ceramus, or 
Shams’ Alkeram, who reigned at Hems, or Emej'a, , fubmittecj 
to Pompey. Thefc people, according to Strabo , were more 
civilized, and lived under a better form of government than 


the other Arabs. 

As Syria, while under the Romans , was frequently invaded 
by the Arabs, in confequence of thofe incurfions they drew 
upon themfelves the Roman arms. Pompey, as we learn front 
Plutarch , obliged one Arctas, . an Arab prince, wholedomini¬ 
ons bordered upon Syria and Mcfopotqmia, to fubmit tp .him 
and receive, a Roman gvifon. The fame general, by hi§ 
lieutenant Afranius , likewife fubdued the Arabs who dwelt 
about Mount Amanus : after which tjhe.kipg of the Arabs re¬ 
nding, jn Pair a, fubmitted hiijijCeJf, by jetter to him, but that 
Pompey ever pp$§ffqd birhfelf of tfiat ftrqng hpld, does not ap¬ 
pear. r A &mr§s»ter'\AgfatMi '.or*, according to others, 

, milled and deluded 
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~-f Diod* 1 .1 and 2. Herod. 1 . 3. Jofeph. Antiq. Newtortts 


Chron. 


t See the Hiftory of Macedon after the death of Alex. 
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None of the Romans ever penetrated fo far into Arabia as The ex- 
JElius Galius^ or . Mlius Largus, according to Dio, in the pedition. 
reign of Augujlus. Gallus , after traverfing vaft deferts, came of Mlius 
within two days journey of thfffe parts of Arabia where the Gallus. 
fpices grow. Inftead of marching by land through the terri¬ 
tories of the Nabatheansy he followed the treacherous advice 
-.of Syllceusy who conducted him theworft way, along the dan¬ 
gerous coaft of the Red .Sea ; where, on account of the many 
rocks and (helves, he was fifteen days in his paflage and loft 
many of his (hips. Soon after his arrival at Leucocomey a 
maritime city of the Nabatheeansy a Arrange diftemper, that 
chiefly affe&ed the mouth and thighs of the patient, made 
great havock in his army ; which obliged him to remain in¬ 
active many months in that neighbourhood. 

This diftemper, JD/ofays, firft feized the head, 'where if it 
fettled it proved mortal; but, if the humour occasioning it 
retired into the thighs, the patient recovered. 

Gallusy early in the Spring, advanced to the frontiers of 
Hira, where he met with a moft kind reception from Al Ha- 
rethy or, as Strabo names him, Aretas, After a fhort flay 
there, he advanced, and defeated a numerous body of Arabs , 
who met him upon the banks of a river with an intention to 
difpute his paflage. He then made himfelf matter of feveral 
confiderable places, and penetrated as far as MarfyabeSy a city 
of the Rhamanitesy which he befieged ineffectually. His men, 
in the mean time, being carried off daily in great numbers, 
by various diftempers, he returned into the country of the 
Nabatheansy after a march of lixty days, and embarking his 
troops at Ncgray failed over to My os Hormus , on the Egyptian 
ftde ; from whence he led back tne poor remains of his army 

to Alexandria , haying fpent two years in the unfortunate ex-r 
pedition. 

Little mention is made of Arabia from this time till the The em^ 
rpign of Trajan , when Aulus Cornelius Palma made an entire perorTm- 
conqueft of Arabia Petr tea, according to Dio. The fame jan forced 
author and Arriany Eutropius and Luciany intimate that Tra- to retire 
jan conquered Arabia Felix ; which feems confirmed by fome out of 
medals coined after the fourteenth year of his reign; and, Arabia t 
that he meditated the conqueft of India: but, that this was 
grofs flattery, appears from the reception the Hagarenes gave 
him when he marched againft them* about fix years after the 
period above-mentioned. Trajan receiving intelligence that 
the Hagarenes had declared war againft him, marched from 
Gtejiphon into their territories, and laid fiege to their capital 
city, .which was fituated upon an high and fteep mountain in 
a- barren .country. .The’ Romans- .made a breach in the wall, 
but neverthelefs could hot fdduce the place. They were re- 
pulfed by the numerous-garifonf-andTikewife by dorms of 
wind, rain, and hail, and. by dreadful flatties of lightning. 

They were alfo dazzled and affrighted by apparitions of rain-r 

C 4 bpw^s 



H 


A GENE 


HISTORY 


jbows, and infefted in their camp by (warms of flies; fo that 
they were obliged to raife the flege and retire *. 

About eighty years after, the emperor Severn* ■ befleged 


Hagarencs only. ihoul 


Atra 



A (hort 


ftand out dill againft the Romans. Though 
flege with vigour, yet, in the end, he was obliged to with¬ 
draw with great precipitation. From this time* to the birth 
of Mohammed , few particulars of'moment are related'of the 
account of Arabs in general, or of the Saracens, the moftnofed 1 people-of 
the Arabs them. The Saracens , however, we are told, rayaged Mefo - 
dll the potamia in the time of the emperor Con/lantius , and joined tho 
time of Perfians againft Julian. Mavia. 


ptoham 

tned. 


« i ; 


a body of her troops to-the afliftance of the Romans againft 
the Goths, who forced thofe barbarians to retire from before 
Conjlantinople , which metropolis they had befleged; The 
Saracens , about the year of the Ghriftian sera, committed 
diforders on the frontiers of Egypt , Pal fine, Phoenicia * and 
Syria j but foon retired of their own accord. 

About forty-one years after, Alamwidarus , or Al Mdndar, 
aflifted the Per fans witli a numerous army againft the empe¬ 
ror "Theoepofus j but the greateft part of his men being feized 


lifted 


thpufand 


pb 


begi 


fixth century, a prince of the Mondari amily 


Egypt 


borders of Mefopotamia, killing vaft numbers of their lubjects 
and exacting inimenfe fums for the ranfom of others taken 
prifoners. None of the Reman generals, nor any of the Arab 
phylarchs in their intereft, could 


BcUf 


ever make head- againft! 
es, the Per fan gene- 
and fcattered terror 


ral, defeated the renowned 
where-ever he came. 

The Jews , though an inconfiderable and defpiled people in 
other parts of the world, after their difperfion, were very 
powerful in Arabia , where they brought oyer feveral tribes 
to their religion. The Jews of Hamyar , we are toldj not 
far from the time of Dhu Nowas , above-mentioned,, chal¬ 
lenged fome neighbouring Chriftians to a public deputation, 
which was held in the open air three days, before the king- 
and his nobility, and the people. On the third 1 day, the 
jewijh difputant demanded, that Jesus of Nazareth, if he’ 
were really living and in Heaven, and could hear-the pray¬ 
ers of his worftippers, ftould 'appear from Heaven in their 
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fight, and-they would; then believe on hiip ; whereupon, af¬ 
ter a terrible ftorm of thunder and*lightning, Jesus: Christ 

appeared in the-air, furrounded^withraysof glory, walking 
ona-purple cloudy having a fword in his hand, and an inefti- 
mable diadem-on his head, and fpake thefe words, Behold. I 
appear to- you in your fight, I who was crucified by your fathers . 
The cloud then receiving him from their fight, the Chrifti- 
ans cried out. Lord have mercy upon us s but the Jews were 
ftricken blindi and recovered not-till' they were all bap¬ 
tized 


f Gregent. in difput; cum Her ban, Sale’s Preliminary Dif- 
.courfe. Pocock. Golius. 
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f he Hifiory of the Axzhstfrom the time, .of Mahomet,, or 
Mohamed Tfo Imfioftor, and. founder of the Arabian 
or Saracen Empire, from, the year^yS, to the year 

627 . 




H E ftate of religion in Europe, Afia, and other parts General 
of the then known world was extremely favourable to reflexion, 
the defigns of. the Impoftor Mahomet. The Ghriftian religion, 
was, at that time, fo defaced ;by fchifm and abfurdity in man 
pjacesi. that a virtuous paganifm was far more-eligible. Va 
trails of the interior parts oiAfia were inhabited by idolaters. 

The Jews, the moft unfociable and unamiable of all people, 
were: there very numerous j and the Arabs, amongft whom, 
that impoftor arofe, profefled a religion, of which the 
ground-work was Paganifm, but deformed by the abfurdities 


of Judaifm,.and of degenerated Chriftianity.. Nor wesre. either 
the civil or military virtues of the times 
theeaftern empire declining in point of power j and the weft- 
ern being over-run by barbarifm and fuperftition. 

Such was the general :ftate of affairs in Europe, and in Afia 


1 


th$ year of: Chrijl. '578* ;when, on the twentyrfecond day Birth of 
of April,. Mahomet, or, asaheeis called, by j the. Arabian wri-r Mahomet, 
ters, -j Mohampned, -the: legiflatbr. o£ a; mew Empire, and-tbe; 
founder of a new religion, was born at Mecca, a city.i ofi 

Arabiku .H&nwdsb aceotad&ialdfo'liis.i dvifit 
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t irnCs: nd :c0 u*ntry * r 1 ineal&jH defoendedjframi aifartiil y; thai hadl 

for famelheld^He7.|kP3dpality o&Muca '^nd&h feeras? 

$0 ^v%'C0i)^6d^cliie#:4iK; then pofieffipniyofi the ,Caabas an/ 

idolatrous 
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Idolatrous temple, which was held in high veneration among!! 
th p Arabians. The. name of Mahomet's fatherwas Abdallah^ 
the moft beautiful perfonage among!! his countrymen ; and 
his mother’s name was Amena , who was equally diftinguifh- 
ed, both for beauty and virtue. But, in order to give the 
reader a clear idea of thie hiftory of this wonderful impoftor, 
it is neceflary to premife fomewhat concerning the general 
character of his country and countrymen. 

Character . The neighbourhood of Meccg^ where Mahomet was born, 
of his was a barren, thirfty, foil ; but the few fruits and vegetables 
country it produced were exquifite in their kinds. The inhabitants 
audeoun- appear to have been totally ignorant of agriculture, and lived 
trymen. incredibly temperate and abftemious ; feldom tailing animal 

food, ana almoft utter flrangers to all the luxuries of life, 
They feem, howeyer, to have praclifed certain manufactures, 
which they exported upon camels in caravans, or large com¬ 
panies, and bartered with, or fold to, the neighbouring peo-r 
pie. Being {bus blefled with temperance, the fmalleft de¬ 
gree of affluence made them happy. They appear to have 
been naturally humane and hofpitable; and the drynefs of 
their foil, and falubrity of their air, undoubtedly contributed 
to that quicknefs of apprehenfion, and flrcngth of imagina¬ 
tion* for which the Arabs have been always diftinguilhed. 
They feem to have been rather laborious than induftrious j 
spj.d to have toiled hard for a very fcanty living, without ap¬ 
plying to thofe arts which might have improved either the 
foil, or the genius, of their country. Their manners were 
fimple and iincere, which made it the eafier to pra&ice upon 
their underftanding. Fond by difpofition of whatever was 
marvellous, they were excefflvely credulous, though fome 
amongft them were pofleiled of found judgments, as well as 
lively talents.. They were void of ambition, and confe- 
qucntly not fond of enterprise * though no people were, ei¬ 
ther by nature or habit, as afterwards appeared, better fit¬ 
ted for it. This, in a great meafure, was owing to their ex- 
ceffive love of contemplation, poetry, and all kinds of ideal 
entertainments. Their figures of fpeech were frequently 
bold and beautiful j even their common difeourfe was full of 


fentiment, and every man amongft them was naturally a 
poet. But thofe virtues were often carried into, extremes ; 
for they were fuperftitious to the greateft degree. The men 
of learning amongft them feem to have been well verfed in 
the hiftory of the Old Teftament, and the traditions of the 
Jews i and they profefled a regard for the Chriftian MeJJiah. 
ilut the truthJsy! that, divided'as they were into numerous 

tribesLor families, -every fept had ^ religion peculiar , to 
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i'Of th dfe fe pts*, thaf fr a m wh i c Ij Mahomet defeenddd, which, 
front the)mOft.elniHent:dfhis anCeftCfs^rv^as fometimes called 

that ■ of Majham, r waS’the moft considerable, Ibeingiprinces of 
the Koreijh ; for fatheir; habitants’ of .Mecca were denominated, 

Abdallah , 


i 
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Abdalla , the father of Mahomet , died young, and left his wife 
and infant fon to the care of his father Motalleb. This ve- His edu^ 
fierable old man had many other children, who were all of cation, 
them grown up, and made great figures in the ftate, while 
all the wealth of young Mahomet ana his mother confifted of 
five camels and one Ethiopian flave. - 
After what has been faid of the natural turn of the Arabs, 
the reader will not be furprifed, if their hiftorians have been 
very liberal of the prodigies that attended the birth of their 
prophet, which, however, {hall be omitted here, many of 
them being no other than a difguifed colle&ion of the like 
incidents from other authors, and even from the evangelifts. 

Young Mahomet was fent to the defart to be nurfed : While 
he was there, he had fome fits of the falling ficknejfs, which 
he and his followers afterwards pretended to have been a fu- 
pernatural impulfe ; but his nurfe Halima was fo much 
frightened with the difeafe, that {he carried the young pro- ,r 

phet home to his mother Aryiena , with whom he lived till he < 

was fix years of age, in a town fituated between Mecca and 
Medina , and there {he died. Upon her death, young Maho- and pu- 
i met was taken care of by his grandfather Motalleb, who ap- pilage. 
pears to have difcovered in him the feeds of future greatnefs. He 
treated his grandfon with great affe&ion during his own life¬ 
time, and when he died, which happened in the noth year 
of his age, two years after the death of Anema , he bequeathed 
the care of Mahomet to his eldeft fon Abu Taleb , who fuc- 
ceeded him in the principality, or rather chieftainlhip, of the 
Koreijh. 

Though Abu Taleb was a man, not only of great confe- 
quence, but of great underftanding and virtue, yet it does 
not appear that he gave his nephew a very liberal education j 
for it is certain he could not write, or, at leaft, that he pre¬ 
tended he could not. As the practice of commerce in Arabia 
was common to their greateft princes, and carried on in a very 
fimple, though laborious, manner, Abu Taleb inftrufted the 
young prophet in his own bufinefs, and was extremely care¬ 
ful of him. 

The truth is, when Mahomet came to be about twelve or Chara&er 
thirteen years of age, he difcovered every fymptom that of Maho- 
pould indicate his becoming, fome time or other, a moft ex- met in his 
traordinary perfonage. To prodigious acutenefs, and infi-youth, 
nuating manners, were joined in him, a moft beautiful face 
and perfon j and there was fomething fo fublime in his con- 
verfation, that his uncle feems early to have laid the foun- ' r 
dation of his future infpiration. For having occafion to go Meets 
on a trading journey into Syria, he took the young prophet with Ser- 

along with him, arid introduced-him to the acquaintanoeioi' gius the 
a Neflorian monk, thought to be the famous Sergiusy whxy Monk, 
lived in a monaftery at Bofra, a city of Syria Damafcena. <' d > 

It is to this day a fecret in what manner the fchgnjerof 
jmpofture was laid but it is more than probable, that the 

V » *» • • • 

contriver 

♦ 





A GENERAL HISTORY 

of the whole was this Nejlorian monk, called by his.country- 
m m.Bchcira. It is kill harder to fay, with what views and 
motives fo. difficult and dangerous a fcheme was planned and 

v i • • .1. ai cr' l i i. • 


Taleb 


Mecca 


The feal covered in Mahomet the leal of prophecy, which confifted in 

r i • i i * r n n * t 

of pro¬ 
phecy. 


flefh 


million) by an impulfe of divinity. Mahomet 


between 
s future 
r on and 


manners, which,, as he grew up, t became more and more 
beautiful and dignified, were well fitted to fecond thofe ex¬ 
traordinary pretenfions ; and the fincerity and candour he 
difcovered in all his words and actions were fuch, as gained 
him, amongft his countrymen, the epithet of the* Faithful. 
Between the fourteenth and the twentiethr year of his^ age, 
his firft he gave fignal proofs of his courage and conduct' in war, by a 

campaign which he made, under his unci q Abu Taleb y againft 


He 


campaign 
under liis 


of Reran and Haivazan r whichterminated 
abtly for the. ICoreiJh. 

Notwithftanding Mahomet's occupations of war and com* 
mercer it is; probable he was flill improving in the arts of 


impofture,. and affifted 



Marries 

Kadjah 


it knowing under w-hat difadvantages he lay, throu 
the.narrownefs of his. circumftances, he procured his un< 
Abu Taleb to recommend him to Khadijah , a widow of grt 
oualitv and fortune, as her fa£tor. or fteward of her efta 



omeChriftian 

mel 


s. 


might be 
admitting 


be difeharged by the 
:ertain that Ma 



fame perfon. 

by his addrefs, care, and integrity, w on the efteem of the 
noble widow,, who likewife was of the tribe of Korei/b, and 
file fent hiui'to manage fome affairs for her in Syria. Bern 
now near twenty-five years of age, it can hardly be doubte 
but this journey was extremely agreeable to him, as it gave 
him a new opportunity of having an interview with Boheira , 



or Sergius the monk. 


This 


k 


as we perceive that during this journey he found means to 
make a profelyte of one Maijara , a fellow-fervant of his own, 
who. went with him into Syria , and who, upon his return 
to Mecca, fwore to his miftrefs, that he faw her factor fha- 
ded; from ; the rays of the fun by the wings of two angels, 
who hovered iover. him. 

no occafion for this miracle to influence 
doom of life, in favour of one 1 of the 


c: .5Wt arwidow 
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.. By this marriage Mahomet found himfelf in flourishing -and Mahomet 
jrefpedtable circumftances, and was at leifure to,meditate-on rifesin the 
the great defigns he had in view. All authors who have world, 
wrote his hiftory, or any thing concerning him or his reli¬ 
gion, feem to have been either too favourable, or too ifevere, 
with regard to his chara&er. -Without Tome degree of real 
enthufiafm ? and indeed felf-convidtion of his having a divine 
million, it,is next to impoffible he could have*conceived, and 
perfevered under, the difficulties he had to encounter; 
for nothing at firft could be more unpromifing than his under¬ 
taking was. On the other >hand, the many abfurdities, die 
Shiftings, and the incongruities, -both .of .his dodtrine .and 
conduct, difcovered the ftreights to which.he was reduced, 
to keep it from deteftation, and to difguife the .palpable in¬ 
consistencies into which it-ran him. 

i * • • 

To fave appearances, be thought upon the heft, .but per-His dif- 
haps the boldeft, expedient that ever entered into the head of courage- 
man, which was that of a ^gradual, or rather an occasional, merits and 
revelation. He was no Stranger to his own constitution, doftrine* 
which w^s remarkably voluptuous and fenfual, efpecially 
with regard to women ; ana he after wards. ifaid, That-he 
could not execute the fcheme he had in view without fpillir^g 

an ocean of blood, and being guilty of the moft Shocking 
inhumanities. He 1 ike wife knew that no general fyftem of 
religion or morality would be received amongft his country¬ 
men, if the principles of it Should maintain or authorize 
fuch practices, and therefore he very wifely refolved, that 
his .doctrine, as orally delivered. Should contain general pro- 
feffions of religion and virtue ; but whenever he was reduced 
to the neceffity of violating either, in a flagrant manner, he 
refolved to have a fentence, or chapter, delivered to him 
from God, to juftify ,his a&ion. 

Thus, in fadt, whatever may be faid to the contrary, the The Ko- 
Koran, or the gofpel of Mahomet* is no other than a collect ran,what, 
tion of impious unintelligible fcraps, heightened with the 
poetry fo much in vogue amongft the Arabs, and fometimes, 
but feldom, interfperied with fentiments of true piety, or 
maxims of folid virtue. This is what authors of the moil: 


Senfible learning, and true difcernriient, feem to be agreed iin. 
Such writers of reputation as thinkimoft favourably of Ma¬ 
homet are they who, by their intenfe application to -hrs lan¬ 
guage and doftrine, have conceived an-unreafonable, though 
natural, prepofieffion in favour of both. But no art nor 
learning can explain away, or recommend abfurdities, that 
are obvious to any man even of common fenfe. 

Mahomet , on the other hand, had infinite advantages, from 
the Situation of things when he begun his million. The nu- 


mon oi uungs wnen ne Degun ms million. ifle nu- vantages 
fe&s of religion arnongft the Arabs themfelves, the and en.- 


degeneracy of the 


Itians, and the jargon of the Jews 

Mahomet . and thole who were in .thi 


fecret, that it was practicable to Strike out . a religion com- 

’ pbfed 
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r* 


ligion. 


pofed of all three, but rendered palatable by dafhing it with’ 
voluptuoufnefs arid ferifuality ; and by this Iaft expedient he 
chiefly fucceeded ; for the do&rine of predeffination, to 
which rnahy attribute his fuccefs,' is riot peculiar to this 
imrioftor. 

His pre- He began his miffiori with the plauftble pretext of reftoring 
tended re- the religion of Adairi , Noah, Abraham , Mofes; and even the 

true religioivof Jefus ; all which, he faid,nad been corrupted 
by their followers, arid was founded in acknowledging the 
Iilamifm. unity of God, and which he termed Ijlamifmi This lyftem 

Teems to have been riiaturely digeftecl by him ; for he was 
forty years of age before he began actually to put it into ex¬ 
ecution, and then, the better to effect it,' he retired^ with his 
Wife Khadijah and his family, to a cave in Mount Hara , near 
V Mecca.. It appears that,- before this time, he had retired fe- 

veral times to this cave ; but he now pretended to his wife,' 
that the angel Gabriel had -appeared to him, and informed 
— him that he was appointed to be the apoftle of God, with 

Ke con- many other fupernatur’al circumftarices. Khadijab readily 
verts his believed it, and, fwore, by him who had her foul in His hands,- 
ivife, her he was deftined to be the prophet of the Arabian na- 
uncle, ana f j on . thus fhe became the firft convert to Iflamifm. 

others of gj^ e immediately communicated her converfion to her uncle, 
great n ote orc0 ufin, War aka who washy profeffion a Chriftian, but 
and influ- un derftood the Hebrew, and he came readily into her feriti- 
ence in me nts, with this addition, that Mahomet's vifiori had been 
the ftate. f ore told by Mofes. War aka being a man of great note at Mecca, 

encouraged Mahomet to proceed ; and he foon made a profe- 
lyte of his favourite lervant Zeid , whom, upon his converfion, 
he manumitted or riiade free ; a practice that has ever fince 
been obferved by his . followers. Ali, the foil of his uncle 
Abu Taleb, was.his next convert, though it appears he was 
not then above ten years of age > and then he converted the 
famous Abubeker, a man of great weight, and his fuccelfor 
in the goyernment. Their examples were followed by Oth- 
ruan , Abu Obeida , and other perfons of chief credit and influ¬ 
ence in the ftate, who embraced Iflamifm merely through 
the authority and the great. opinion they had of Abubeker 
who, for the important fervices he did to Mahomet , was af¬ 
terwards dignified, by that impoftor, with the appellation of 


He opens 


thefflithful witnefs. 

For fome time thefe conversions were carried on in "a 


his million cautious private. manner, as Mohamet knew that his new 
to his doctrine was by no means agreeable to the bulk of his court- 

a . i ’ll i ° i • . t . n, . i*. . i 


tribe, 


'» 


trymen. At Iaft, however, relying upon the vaft credit arid 
influence of Abubeker , and his other friends, Mahomet gave a 
general invitation, to a feaft, to the numerous defendants of 
his grandfather Motalleb, to whom he declared himfelf to b‘e 
the prophet of God, demanding, at the fame time* wh’o 
amongft them was willing to become his waziiyor* what we 
call vizier, which originally fignified no other than a porter, 

Or 
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tit a meffenger,. but is lince become a word of great dignity. 

This declaration and queftion.was not relifhed i'q well as he 
expected ; for none accepted the offer of the vizirfhip but 
young who flatting up, declared he would beat out the w «o ridl- 
teeth, pluck out the eyes, rip operi the bellies, and cut offcule hmu 
the legs -of all who fhould dare to oppofe the prophet of 

God. . . . tt * 

Thus impioufly was this new million manifefted, arid up- mases 

on the fame bloody principles it has prevailed. ‘Mahomet ^ 

embraced his'new vizier, and adopted him for fuch'j but vizier,- 

the reft pf tfye company turned the whole into ridicule* arid 

jeered Abu'Talcb as being ;now bound to obey his own fon. 

The reader is here to remark, that Mahomet in his a£l of 

adoption, declared Alt to be not only' his vizier, but his ka- 

liphj’or fuccefTor. That' dignity* however, defcended upon Original 

Abubeker , Ofhar , and Othman , before it came to Alt , who un- of the dif- 

queftioriably had the preferable right to it. This injury ference 

done to Alt was refented by the Perjtans , after they came to between 

be' Mahometans, fo warmly, that it produced an irrecon- the Perfi- 

cilable fchifm, which continues to this day between them am and 

and the Turks, who acknowledged the authority of Abubeker Turks . 

aridjiis two fucceflors. , 

After this adoption, Mahomet commenced public preacher 
in favour of his own million. This feems to be the ftrongeft Mahomet 
proof we have that his brain was over-heated, and that he preaches, 
was under a felf-delufion ; for'though the novelty of the 

thing brought many of his countrymen to hear him, yet 
when he was incautious enough to upbraid them with infi¬ 
delity, idolatry, and other crimes, he hazarded his life from He is in 
their refentment, and he was faved only by the great power danger for 
of his uncle Abu Taleb. This Arabian feems to have had the fame. 


j udgt 
enoifi 


ment to follow his nephew i 


too found a 

whatever prepofteffions he might have for him in the 



, and 

eg-i n- 


ning, it is certain, that when he faw the unpromifing ftate 
of his miflion, he would have perfuaded him to have defifted. 

But Mahomet, in the ftile of a true Arab, declared he would Hi s refo- 
not defift, though his opponents fhould place the fun againft lution. 
him on his right hand, and,the moon on his left. This de¬ 
claration, joined to the wonderful perfeverance. of his inten¬ 
tion, and'the great affedlion which Abu Thaleb bore him, 
operated fo ftrongly upon the uncle, that he declared him- 
felf ready to defend him againft all his enemies : but he 
found this a matter of vaft difficulty. 

Mahomet , in all appearance of hiftory, continued to be vi- His pre- 
fited by frequent fits of the falling ficknefs, which he hadtencesuri- 
the art of improving to his own purpofes, by pretending that der the 
while he was under thofe fits, he was vifited by the angel falling 
Gabriel. We fhall not detain, or rather naufeate, the reader ficknefs, 
with a repetition of all the Blocking extravagancies which 
he afted arid uttered to his followers upon fuch occafions. 

It is fufficient to fay, that Mahomet met with' fo much op- 

pofition. 



His de- pofition, 
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that, in a fit of-defpair, he had feme, th 




fpair. 


putting an end -to his own lire, ny tnrowmg nimieir aowp a 
precipice^ when he pretended that the angel Gabriel, whole 
perfon and d refs he very ..particularly deferibed, interpofed, 


df the Apojlle of G 


After 


■this, he re-commenced the operations* of his mifliori with 
moire boldnefs than ever, Vt ^ 1 


He 


th 


P 

V- 


that,.asfuch. he 


a!id .pro- 


called 


grefs 


ally 


jr one to follow him in fiich a ftrain of authority and 
eftnefs, that. it hecaine' irrehftihle with many, who a&Ur 
embraced his do£krine. Though his uncle Aku (Taleb 
iiifl .continued ho fuppor-t him, as having the moft tender af¬ 
fection For his.pef fon, which-he.faw to be in imminent danger 
from his enemies amon.gft the Koreijh, yet he appears to have 
had very little-faith in hisnephew’s connections with the 
divinity $ for, according, to the beft accounts, he never qpen- 
Iv nrofefled his belief in him as the [prophet ofGon. It is 


poflible 


indifference towards-fuch 


Taleb might be influenced 


by political motives, fince, by not cieclaringhimfelfa fedtary 
of his nepheKv, he retained the greater authority 'amohg the 
KorAJhy and was the-m ore enabled to do him fervice. 

The foirit of the Koreifo, however, againft Mahometfeem yd 


The .great 

oppolition to grow in proportion to ms uicceis, ana tney came 

to a refolution to exterminate him and his followers 


he meets 
with. 


All 


this time, .Maho?net was occafionally dictating verfes* which 
were afterwards inferred in the ICoran, and which he pre¬ 
tended to receive .immediately from God, by the ininiftra- 
tion of the angel Gabriel. His fe& now became .-pretty, nu- 
pierous. They were denominatedy^fo/Zwzr, called by Christian 
writers corruptly JManfulmcn ; and he had the art to adapt 
his effufions to happily to the genius and turn of his coun¬ 
trymen, that Qmer , one of the moft conflderable men aruengft 
the Koreijh, became his convert. As to his ; own tribe, that 
of. the Hafuamites , though they .were in general far from 
countenancing his doctrine, yet they refented the attacks 
that were made upon his perfon <;, for Abu j’ahl, man of 
great family among the Koreijh , paving offered a grofs jnfult 
to Mahomet, he was ehaftifed for it by Hamza, the latter’s 
uncle, who declared himfelf. a ^Moflem. This brought on 
& ]cind of a civil war between Abu Juki's, fami 


Hajh 


: v auu liiv 

Notwithr 


ftanding this, the.KoniJb in general were fo fevere againft 
His fol- Mahomet* s followers, that, according to the Mqfleaa authors, 
lowers fly numbers of them fled to a neighbouring country, , which, ; the* 
to Ethic- call Ethiopia, and which was governed by a. Najafhi 

king.. It is certain, that about this time a very 
Chriftianity was profefied by this prince and his fubjeQis s, 
and it is by no means improbable, that he might protect the 

H Ji n _ _k. _ .»__ 
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with presents, but without fuccefs. Upon the return of the 
deputies to Mecca , the new reputation which Iflamifm ac¬ 
quired by being thus protected and favoured by a fovereign 
prince, increafed the converts to it to fuch a degree, that the 
Koreijh entered into a formal combination agamft the Ha- Aflociati-* 
Jhamites , in the name of God, and the inftrument being duly on againft 
executed, was depofited in their Caaba, or holy temple. Mahomet • 
This aflociation, which was levelled againft all Hajhemites , 
and evert fuch as adhered to their old religion, created great 
commotions in the ftate. But, though Abu Taleb y who was 
at the head of the Hajhemites , continued to prote£fc his ne¬ 
phew, yet the attacks upon Mqhomet' s life were fo frequent 
and fo violent, both in public and private, that the prophet 
was obliged at laft to abfcond ; and he retired with a few of Mahomet 
his followers to the houfe of one Orkam , upon the hill of abfconds- 
Safa, which was fituated to fuch advantage, as to afford 
them a commodious fhelter, at leaft for fome time. 

In the mean while, the difputes between the Hajhemites 
and the Koreijh raged more violently than ever, and all com¬ 
munication between them was cut off. About the fifth year 
after the aflociation already mentioned had been lodged in 
the Caaba, a place whofe fan&ity was fuppofed fufficient to 
preferve it without the precaution of locks or bolts, Maho¬ 
met gave a flgnalinftance of his addrefs and cunning. For 
being again perfecuted by the Koreijh , he was obliged to fly 
to a cattle belonging to his uncle Abu Taleb , where he was 
in a manner blockaded by his enemies. But he informed his Art of 
uncle, that God had fent a worm, which had eat out every Mahomet 
word of the aflociation againft him* excepting the name of t0 - break 
God alone. He (poke this, as he well might, with fo much t b e affoci- 
confidence, that Abu Taleb , in a parley he had with the Ko- ciation a- 
reijh , offered to deliver his nephew up to them, if the thing aainfthini 
did not appear to be true but infilled, that if it fliQuld, the * 
league fhould be' declared void. The Koreijh accepted the 
terms, and the fa<ft appeared to be as Mahomet had repre- 
fented it j upon which the aflociation was annulled. 

Though this miracle was certainly the effe& of collufion. His fol- 
and, confidering all circumftances, very eafily performed* lowers in- 
yet it gave a wonderful turn in favour of our prophet, and creafe. 
nis followers now increafed more than ever. But foon after 
he had the misfortune to lofe the founder of his fortune, his 
generous uncle Abu Taleb. Some Moflem authors pretend Death of 
he embraced Iflamifm before he died ; but that feems to be his uncle 
doubtful. In the fame year Mahomet loft his wife Khadijahy Ab» Taleb 
upon whofe wealth he had rifen to importance in the ftate, and his 
and who was one of the firft and moft fincere of his con- wife Kha* 
verts. Their deaths happened in the tenth year of Mahq- dijah . 
met’s million, anfwering to the year of Chrijl 619. Abu Ta- 
leb died in the eightieth year pf his age, and Khadija in the 

fi.xty-fifth. 
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About this time, the Pcrfians, who,\ like the Koreijh , were 


ciee. 


of the Ko- idolaters, had obtained fome fignal advantages over the Chrif- 
reijh-, tians; which elated the Koreijb fo greatly, that it required 

more than Mahomet's effrontery to withftand them. He pro¬ 
duced a new chapter of the Koran to prove that the Perjhms 
would foon, in their turn, be defeated ; which was no diffi¬ 
cult thing to forefce, their empire being tome to pieces by 
civil diffractions, and a barbarous effeminacy prevailing in 
Weaknefs their country. The Greeks were, indeed, equally degenerated •, 
of the but they had, at this time, at their head, the emperor Hera - 
Greek and dim, a brave and an adtive prince, though without abilities 
Perfian fufficient to re-effablifli the national virtues of his fubjedte. 
empires. In fliort, the whole empire of the Eaft, the Greeks as well as 

the Pcrftan , was fo miferably degenerated, that it muff 
have fallen a prey tothefirft invader. Neither is it too bold 
a conjecture in us to fay, that, even from the firft exercife of 
Mahomet' s million, he had been planning out the advan¬ 
tages which he afterwards reaped from fo favourable a conp nc- 
ture. It could give neither l'atisfadHon nor information to the 
reader to mention the various arts tQ which Mahomet was dri- 
} ven after the death of Abu Taleb , and of his wife Khadijah , to 
Mahomet s fupporthis credit with his followers. It is here proper, how- 
prophe- ever, once for all, to remark that our prophet was very frugal 

of his appeals to miracles; and the prophefies he uttered were 
fo artful or fo vague, that he was in no danger of any detec¬ 
tion on that head. If any thing like a miracle was alledged 
in his favour, it had its rife from his. followers, and retted 
entirely on their. credit. The Modem authors, however, 
pretend that when the infidel Korcijb demanded a lign from 
the prophet, the moon was cloven in two, and half of it va- 
nifhed : but we-do not find, from ought preceding it, that 
this fign was either promifed by Mahomet, or was any thing 
but an accidental interpofition of a cloud between part of the 
moon and the earth. * 

The miracle, however, was of great ufe to Mahomet after 
it happened, and was honoured with a Ghapter in the Koran 
entitled, 44 the Moon.” But that this miracle was' no other 
than as we reprefent it, appears pretty plainly from the Ko- 
reiftj, receiving fo little fatisfaccion from it, that, after this, 
even fome of the prophet’s former friends joined with his ene¬ 
mies, and. he was perfecuted to fo violent degree, that he was 
obliged to retire to a place called Tayef.\ about fixty miles 
from Mecca , attended by none but his favourite fervant Zeid* 
tq retire. jj e a pp ears to have had fome hopes of Marud znA. Habib', the 

heads of a confiderable clan in thofe parts; but 4 he was difap- 
pointed ; and, though he made a few very inconfiderable con¬ 
verts, yet he was Ihunned by every perfon of note ; and the 
mob and flaves, riling at laft againft him, turned him out of the 
town ; fo that he was obliged to go, back to Mecca. Nor do 
we find that even Abbas y one of his uncles, who rclided at 


He is 

obliged 
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T $yef interefted himfelf in his favour, though that feems to 
have been the principal inducement of his retreat thither. 

Upon Mahomet's return to Mecca , we find him continuing He gains 
his preaching againft idolatry with the fame vehemence as profelytes* 
ever, but with lefs fuccefs amongft his countrymen. Some 
of the neighbouring tribes, however, were - lefs prejudiced 
againft him. They had come to Mecca in their pilgrimages to 
the Caaba ; and many - of the people of Medina , by the 
Arabs called Tathreb , liftened to his dodtrine ; and fome of 
them became his converts. This will appear the lefs fur- 
prifing when we refledl: that thofe converts, who were after¬ 
wards called Anfars , or Succourers, from the fuccour they 
gave the prophet, were deeply tinged with Judaifm; and they 
' were called Jewijh tribes : but very pofiibly they knew little 
more of the yewijh difperifation than what juft qualified them 
for becoming Modems. Be that as it will, it is certain that our 
prophet, having communicated fo much of the Koran as was 
then written, to the new converts, they were fo well pleafed 
with it, that they not only embraced his dodlrinc, but took 
an oath to perfevere in his religion. 

The great fuccefs he met with from this JevjiJb tribe, made He imi- 
our prophet endeavour to bring his fyftem to a nearer con- tates Mo- 
fortuity to the Mofaic difpenfation ; fo that he found it necef- /«. 
fary, for once, today afide the miniftration of the angel Ga¬ 
briel , and, in imitation of Mofes , on Mount Sinai, to converfe 
with God face to face. This anfwered many purpofes of 
jmpofture. It raifed his importance amongft his real friends 
and believers, and gave weight and -dignity to all that he. 
fhould deliver thereafter: and this indeed appears to be the 
ftveet-anchor of all his revelation. Though the notion was 
equally bold and impious, yet the execution exceeds every 
abfurdity and extravagance that the wit of man ever devifea 
or exprefied. We are forry, becaufe of the important confe- 
quences attending this pretended expedition to Heaven, that 
we cannot difpenfe with giving the readers a few particulars s 
of it. . 

He pretended, that, while, he was lying in the open air. His jour- 
the angel Gabriel plucked oufhis heart; and, having wrung ney with 
out of it the black drop or feed of original fin, filled it with the angel 
wifdom and faith, and then reftored it to its proper place. GabrieU 
This, perhaps, is the leaft unfufferable of all our* prophets 
fidtions, as it evidently has an allufion to the Chriftian doc¬ 
trine of regeneration and a new creature. This operation 
being performed, the angel brought our prophet a moft beau¬ 
tiful monfter, compofed of the parts of a horfe, an afs, and Defcrip- 
a man, inti tied the Al Borack , or the Lightning, which was tion of 
to carry him to Heaven. Borack , however, who was endued Al Borack 
with fpeecb and reafon, was very fhy, notwithftanding all the 
authority of Gabriel , to fufter the prophet to get upon his 
back, till he promifed to introduce him to paradife. He then 

mounted, and in the twinkiing of an eye was carried to %- 
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rttfnlem , where, in the temple there, he was faluted by Abra¬ 
ham ^ Mofes , and Jefus , and went to prayers with them. The 
prophet then left behind him Borack , and was by Gabriel con- 
ilu£ted up a ladder to the fit ft heaven, to which he got admit- 
ance, as being the friend of God. This heaven, according 
to him, was all of pure ftlvcr, and ferved as a kind of anti¬ 
chamber for angels who kept guard there againft the devils, 
in liars that depended from the roof by golden mafley chains. 
Here he likewife faw father Adam , who complimented him 
with his being the bell of his fons and prophets. Amongft 
other angelical monfters which this heaven produced, our 
The cock prophet fpeaks of a cock as white as fnow, whofe head 
of Mabo- touched the fecond heaven, though it was five hundred years 
met's hca- journey diftant from the firft. This cock, which we may 
v en. call the herald of heaven, is of great ufe in the Mahometan 

do&rine. 

After this fample of our author’s ftages through heaven, we 
hope the reader will not expert that we are to be very minute 
in deferibing the'reft of his journey. Till he comes to the fe- 
venth heaven ; every ftep he advances, leads us to feenes of 
new extravagance and abfurdity. All is gold, precious 
ftones, infufferable light, and dazling profpeeb. Through 
every heaven he pafi'es, he-meets fome perfon, famous in holy 
writ, who acknowledges his million ; and even the angels are 
employed in bearing him teftimony. Millions and millions of 
miles are palled by him and Gabriel in an inftant j at laft he 
Throne of reaches the leventh, where the throne of God ftands, and 
God. where he had an interview with Abraham who treated him with 

great refpe<St. From thence he was elevated to the lote tree, 
which is the utmoft limit of heaven, and beyond which an¬ 
gels themfelves cannot pafs. The obje&s he faw, and the 
fruits that grew here, are faid to have been beyond deferip- 
tion cr comprehenfton; and the tfee itfelf ftands on the right 
hand of the throne of God. 


Refle&on. But, notwithftanding all the abfurdities of this journey, it 

is extremely plain, that the wildnefs of the prophet’s imagi¬ 
nation was greatly aided by the works of certain Chriftian 
heretics, the Melalajans particularly, which were frequent 
in his time: and which makes it the more probable that fome 
Chiiftian apoftate had a hand in the whole compofition of this 
journey. It is likewife obfervable, that Mahomet tells us, thai 
in the feventh heaven, according to forte authors, he mei 
with 'Jefus Chriftt and recommended himfclf to his prayers 
but fome do not lock upon this tradition to be orthodox. Th< 


angel Gabriel not being permitted to advance farther than thi 
lote tree above-mentioned, the prophet proceeded by him 
felf through many wonderful feenes, till, at laft, he cann 
within two bow lengths oF God Almighty’s own perfon ; up 
His inter- on whole throne, he faw inferibed the famous fentence 
view with There is no God but God, and Mahomet is his prophet. Th 
Goo. Divine Majefty, according t<a Mahomet y received him wir! 
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great familiarity, and fully inftriufted him in his will andwor- 
fliip. Retiring from the Divine Prefence, he was again met 
by Gabriel , who conduced him back through'the feven hea¬ 
vens to Jerufalem , where Al Borack waited for him, and re¬ 
conveyed him to Mecca. This light fketch of this wonderful Hereturns 
journey is fufncient to give our reader fome idea of the delu- to Mecca . 
fions of Mahomet^ and the genius of a people which can fwal- 
low fuch abfurdities. He is, however, to obferve, that the 
relation of the journey is not written by Mahomet himfelf, but 
by fome of his followers, and is become a part of the Sonna ; 
which is a traditionary hiftory of Mahomet , of equal authority 
with the Koran itfelf amongft his folowers. 

Mean while, it appears that even the prophet himfelf was He is be- 
ftartled with the boldnefs of his fidlion, and hinted to the an- lieved 
gel Gabriel that he was afraid he would not be believed. But with dlfi- 
the angel defired him to make a bold appeal, for the truth pf culty. 
all he advanced, to Abubeker , or the Faithful Witnefs. This 
was a lucky expedient. Abubeker was devoted to enthufaifm 
to Mahomet , and was proud of the honour done to him by the 
angel. When the prophet at firft recounted this coeleftial ex¬ 
pedition to fome of his neareft relations, and fome of his moft 
devoted followers, they began with great reafon to fufpedt 
his brain was touched; ana advifed him, by all means, not 
to publifh to the Koreijh fuch palpable abfurdities. Their 
apprehenfions of his being mad were redoubled, when he 
told the whole affair to Abujah , one of his moft determined 
enemies, who made it a handle for a frefh perfeeution againft 
him and his followers, many of whom deferred him upon this 
occafion. 

But Mahomet knew mankind and his countrymen too well Conjec- 
to be difeouraged at this. He knew that, though a few tures upon 
cautious, luke-warm, adherents might grow cool upon fuch a Mahomet's 
ftring of abfurdities, yet that others, whofe imaginations conduct, 
were more warm, and whofe minds were more credulous, 
would not only ftick by him but would redouble their attach¬ 
ment to his perfon and his million. This was not reafoning by 
the event; it is what has ever been feen in all cafes of im- 
pofture and enthufiafm ; when, the bolder and more extra¬ 
vagant the fictions grew, the more the followers of the new 
fea: increafed. Abubeker was not wanting to interpofe upon 
this occafion* Mahomet , in the hearing of all his followers, 
applied to him j and he averred the truth of the whole upon 
the opinion he had of the prophet’s veracity. This confident 
teftimony of a man fo refpe&able as Abubeker was, for power, 
wifdom, and integrity, but, above all, for holinefs and pu¬ 
rity of life, had a wonderful effect upon the new converts 
in favour of their prophet. He faw his intereft ftrengthened 
by being now compofed of none but thofe whofe faith in 
him encreafed in proportion to his prefumption and affurance. 

He knpw that fince they could digeft the abfurdities of his 
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cceleftial expeditions, all future abfurdities muft become pa-, 
latable to them, and that he was now in po danger of their 
ever boggling again : for fuch is the nature of credulity and 

enthufiafm. 

« _ f 

Rea Tons of This was the criterion of Mahomet's fuccefs as a prophet; 
his fuccefs and a bold experiment it was, but demonftrative of bis pro¬ 
found knowledge of the human mind. The reader is here to 
refle£f,that tho’ the apprehenfions of the Arabs were very acute, 
yet they were, in general, not endowed with reafoning pow¬ 
ers, and th^ warmth of their imagination injured the found- 
nefs of their judgment. Such is the character of the nation, 
and even of the learned amongfr them ; though fome excep¬ 
tions there may be, as there are amongft all people. The 
credulity of thofe roifinformed Arabs was, perhaps, in this 
cafe, no greater than that of the bulk of the moll: pohfhed 
people of antiquity, the Greeks and the Romans• 

His vifit But, leaf! the reader fhould be ftartled at the men of fenfe 
to Heaven and judgment amongft the Arabs (for fuch therp were) be- 
allegorical fieving thofe abfurdities ; it is proper to inform him, that 

moft of them, (who, by the bye, are not very numerous, and 
are not efteemed very orthodox) refolve the whole into an 
allegory, and reconcile it to helief by faying that the prophet 
faw every thing by the eye of faith alone, and that all is to 
be underftood in a mvftic fenfe. 

The fuccefs of Mahommei upon this occafion, as has heen 
hinted, did not confift fo much in enlarging the number, as 
in confirming the faith, of his converts ; and he (Lengthened 
the whole by occafional pailWes of the Koran, which he pro-’ 
duced from the mouth or God. The Koretjh , in general,, 
as'well as his followers, had their favourite extravs 


Strength 
of his 
party. 


.gancies 

in religion, and were therefore equally wedded to them; 
and an adherence to the new or old abfurdities was merely 
' accidental, according to every one’s complexion or conftitu- 
tion. Thcold, upon this occafion, were in danger of fwal-- 
Icwing up the new ; when an incident happened of the moft 
favourable nature to our prophet. 

He is re- Though it was with great difficulty and danger that he 
for ted to could obtain honour in his own country, or amongft his own 
by the An- kindred, yet he became to be in high reputation at Mee'Cna '^ 
' L v/here, as has been obferved, he had already made fo,me 

converts. Thefe looked upon him in the light of a perfccuted 
prophet, on account of the oppofition he met with from the 
Koreijh ; and fome of them reforted again to Jlfecca^ where 
the}' entered into deeper engagements than ever with the pro? 
phet ; for they took an oath that they would renounce idola¬ 
try of every kind; that they never would whore, fteal, nor 
murder their children, as had been their common pra&ice 
when they judged their families to be over-ftocked; nor be 
guilty of uttering falfhoods. All this was extremely laudable 

and meritoriouo, and fo agreeable to the lights of natuie and 

rcafon, 


jnrs rrom 

Mecca. 
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reafon, that the new converts thought themfelves fafe in add- His great 
ing to their oath, that they fhould pay an implicit obedience fucceis 
to the prophet, who promifed them paradice, and threatened with'them. 
them with hell, according as they obferved or broke their 
oath. The : umber who took*this oath were twelve, and all 
of them from Medina ; .and Mahomet, to confirm them in their 
allegiance, fent MaJJ'oub , one of his trufty difciples, to refide 
with them at Medina . _ • 

The zeal and a&ivity of this miffionary, with the interefl He fend* 
of the new converts, foon did wonders ; and there ,was fearcely an apoftle 
in Medina, a family,of note where they did not gain profelytes. to Medina 
This happened during the twelfth year of Mahomet’s mif- 
lien. The great points of praClicef recommended by Mafoitb> 
when he initiated his converts, were, ablution ; the purify¬ 
ing themfelves by two garments, repeating the words. There 
is no God but Goo,' and Mahomet is his apojlle: which they 
were given to underftand was the confeffion of their faith ;* 
and the faying their prayers with two bendings of their 
bodies. ... 

While the affairs of Mahomet were thus profperous, and he New con* 
was daily making new converts at Medina , he was fo hard vemfwear 
preffed by his enemies at Mecca , that he found his life daily to propa* 
in danger. His uncle Al Abbas could not be perfuaded to be- aate his 
come his profelyte, but he became his prote&or, and did him do&rine, 
all the fervice in his power. In the thirteenth year of his mil¬ 
lion, his reputation was fo well eftabliihed among his follow** 
ers at Medina , that about feventy-two men, and two v/omen, 
with fome unbelievers, invited by curiofity, came, with Ma~ 
foub at their head, to fubmit certain differences that had arifen 
amongft them to the prophet. Thefe being foon adjufted, 
the converts, underftanding how dangerous it was for Maho¬ 
met to remain at Mecca , offered him a retreat at Medina , pro- 
mifing to defend him againft all his enemies. Nothing could 
be more opportune for Mahomet^ than this offer; but his uncle 
Al Abbas , who was prefent, infilled upon the Anfars fwearing 
that they were fincere, and would neither abandon nor betray 
him : which oath they took, and moft punctually obferved ; 

Mahomet , at the fame time, promifing them paradice as the 
reward of their faith. 

Hitherto our prophet’s religion, however fantaftical it may 
appear, was far from being diabolical. It feenied to partake 
more of the Chriftian, than of any other fyllem; and thofe 
parts of the Koran which were promulgated before this time, 
remarkably recommended forbearance and patience to his 
followers under their perfecutions and affliClions. The im- 
pofl-or went farther; for, in imitation of Jefus Chrijl , he Heimi- 
chofe twelve men out of the Anfars , to whom he gave fome tatesj^ 

E owers that our Saviour did to his apoftles; and he ftiled Chrijl , 
imfelf the great apoftie of his people 3 to which they af- and 

tented. 
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But whether the natural temper of the apoftle was exafpe* 
rated by oppofition and danger or whether he faw it impof- 
fible to eftablifh a religion that wanted uniformity, and con- 
fequently truth, by the means of perfuafion and forbearance, 
it is certain that he no fboner faw the appearance of a 
pov/er to back him than he altered his pacific fyftem. He 
binds his obliged his followers, according to the Modem authors near- 
followers ell his time, to enter into a treaty with him, offerifive and 
ftronglv fenfive, againft all who fhould oppofe him, or the pro¬ 
to him. negation of his doffrine; and to confirm it with an oath. 

From this oath we may date the diabolical part of Mahome-r 
tanifm. 

_ / 

An aflbci- This aflociation, which we may well fuppofe took up fome 

ation time in forming, foon came to the ears of Mahomet's enemies 
againft amongft the Koreifh; and they endeavoured to counter-a& 
him in it by one on their part, by which they refolved that the pro- 
Mecca . phet fhould be aflaffinated oy one man out of every one of their 

tribes, or fepts, which were very numerous, and altogether 
greatly more powerful than the Hafhemites ; and. that every 
man mould ftrike him with his fword. This refolution, after 
fome debate, (for milder methods were propofed), being 
agreed to, it was not long before Mahomet knew of it by hi$ 
fpies. Though there is no e::prefs authority for it, yet there 
is reafon to believe, from the whole tenor of hi? conduct upoq 
this occafion, that he had not for fome time appeared in pub¬ 
lic ; nor durft he venture to leave the place but in company 
with the Anfars , whom he had difmified fome time before to 
prepare matters for his reception. 

Refiefti- The reader, perhaps, need not be informed that this im- 
ons upon poftor had a moil wonderful faculty of engrafting a miracle^ 
the pre- or fome revelation, upon the flighted: accident, and moft na- 
tended tural occurrence. When the Koreijb aflbeiated againft him, 
miracles the devil, in the fhapeof an old man, was the molt forwardin 
attending the council. He could not go from Mecca without leave from 
him. the angel Gabriel ; and that angel appeared to him the mo* 

ment when he ought to depart. To thofe engraftments, and 
the facility with which he compofed the detached pieces of 
the Koran, which juftiiied all .his meafures, lie, in a great 
degree owed his fuccefs ; though, vrheivftripped of them, we 
meet with little or nothing more in his life, than what great 
quicknefs, courage and judgment, joined to an unbounded 
ambition, might have effected. 

Heefcapcs it was the beginning of the night when Mahomet took his 
bv ftrata- flight from Mecca , after ordering his faithful AH to perfo- 
gem from nate him, by wrapping himfelf up in his green cloak, and 
Mecca , lying down to fieep, fo as to be feen by his afiaffins, who, 

he knew, would be curious enough to peep through a crevice 
for that purpofe. This ftratagem fuccecded, and gained Mar 
hornet t ime for efcaping to Abubeker's houfe. But, if we are 
to believe him and the Koran, not without a miracle or two ; 

for 
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for meeting with fome of the confpirators, he was obliged to 
, throw fome duH (of what kind may be eafily conceived) into 
I their eyes, and to blind them. In the meanwhile, the con- 
i fpirators, who, it feems, wanted either Hrength or autho¬ 
rity to force open the doors of Mahomet’s houfe, watched him 
i till the morning, when, Ali appearing, they found they had 
been impofed upon. 

Abubeker, in the greatefl dejedlion of fpirit, received the 
prophet, and refolved to be the companion of his flight; 

which feems before-hand to have been well confidered and 

♦ • _ • 

concerted. It is more than probable that Mahomet had in¬ 
telligence that, fhould he go to Medina by the ordinary 
road, he would be overtaken or intercepted by his enemies; 
he therefore refolved, if poffible, to elude- their vigilance, 
and to retire to a cave that lay about four miles fouth of Alec- 
ca, palled Thur, which had before-hand been plentifully ftored 
by Abubeker ’s orders, with provifions; and his daughter Afa - 
ma was informed of the place of rendezvous, to which Ihe 
frequently repaired. 

Every thing in this narrative, when Hripped of the Mojlcm 
marvellous, will appear extremely natural and probable to 
the learned reader who is acquainted with the temperate 
manners of the Arabf, and how eafy it was for fo cunning an 
impoHor as Mahomet to heighten the moil common occur¬ 
rences into a miracle; but he foon had occafion for all his 
craft. Abubeker and he continued in the cave of Thur for 
three days j but the Koreijh underftanding where they had 
taken refuge, fent one Soraka , at the head of a party, to take 
Mahomet, flis retreat to the cave of Thur was fertile of 
many miracles. He enjoyed frequent conventions with the 
angel Gabriel ; and a pidgeon, which had laid two eggs at the 
mouth of the cave where he was concealed, diverted the pur- 
fuitof his enemies after him on account of the lonelinefs of 
the place. This is all the foundation I can prQcure for the 
Chriflian writers having devoted the pigeon to be the bird of 
Mahomet. We are likewife told that a fpider’s web, which, 
as it were, curtained the entry into the cave, made his ene¬ 
mies defpair of finding him in fo folitarya place. It appears, 
however, that Mahomet, and his friend Abubeker, did not 
think themfelves fafe in the cave, but fet out on their flight 
to Medina. They were overtaken by Soraka at the head of 
his party; but his horfe Humbled as he was about to feize 
Mahomet. This, though a very common occurrence, was 
interpreted by Soraka as being fomewhat portentous ; he 
therefore entreated the prophet’s prayers ; but Hill continu¬ 
ing the purfuit, his horfe again Humbled : upon which, be* 
ing no longer miracle-proof, he returned to Mecca, and Ma¬ 
homet arrived fafe at Koba, a village about two miles north- 
weH of Medina , and there laid the foundation of a mofque, 

which he called Tfye Temple pf Piety. 

Though 
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Though nothing can be more childilh jthan the miracles 
recorded of this impoftor, yet it is wonderful how greatly his 
fame fpread, efpecially as his fortune now wore the face of 
perfection* While he remained at Kobo, all the Banu Sa- 
ham, or tribe of Saham, with Boreida at Its head, amount¬ 
ing in the whole to feventy perfons, became his profelytes, 
as did a famous religion-hunter, one Salman, a Pcrjian, whofe 
father was governor of Hifpahatt, Thofe converfions un¬ 
doubtedly raifed the pfophers fame wonderfully in Medina-, 
for we are told, that, when he entered that city. Which he 
did early in the morning, five hundred of the inhabitants 
went out to .meet him \ and his landlord, Abu Ayub , carried 
bis baggage before him on his fhoulders. There was how 
no refilling his fortune. His private circumftances were opu¬ 
lent, and he built hirnfelf a houfe. Three days after his ar- 
aival at Medina, his faithful Ali waited upon him, and every 
day now raifed him frejfh profelytes. He is, however, by 


fome, accufed of having defrauded two orphans of the ground 
upon which he built his houfe; while others vindicate him 
by oblerving, that the fame was given to him as a prefent 
by the proprietors. His entry into Medina is, by the Moflem 
writers, fixed to the fifteenth of March , called by them the 
flrft Raid ; and from that day the famous a?ra of the Hejra , or 
his flight from Mecca , commences. The Mojlem authors, how¬ 
ever, are themfdyes divided as to the precife day on. which 
this date began; for fome have fixed it to the fixteenth of 
'July ; but all agree that it happened in the year of Chrifi 

1632. 

Mahomet’s fituation at Medina was extremelv favourable to 


his 


The 


tho’ fuperftitious in the greateft degree, fcarcely knew what 
religion was. Some were Jews , fome idolaters, and many 
of them, worfe than either, profefied a degenerated, dif- 
guifed, Chriflianity. Mahomet found converts in every fed; 
and the plaufibility of his do&rine, which terminated in the 
Ample worfhip of the true God, gained him profelytes even 
amongft men of fenfe and learning. His followers, at this 


time, were divided into two parties; 


Anfars. The former 
removed from Mecca 


Mohaierin and 


were they who had, on his account, 
to Medina . The latter, who called 


themfelves helpers, or auxiliaries, were they who received 
him at Medina. Each had their feveral merits to plead with 
the prophet, and he now confolidated them into one body 

• . 1 /I • • 1 /I • 1 w— • • 


friendfhip 


Hejra 


tie the Kebla , by ordering his followers always, in praying, 
to turn towards the eaft. It appears that he had, before 
this, directed them always to turn their heads to the temple 
at ‘Jerufalsm-, and his alteration, in this refpefl, eavefo much 


ntjerufalsm ; and his alteration, in this refpedl, ga 

offence that a great many of his followers fell off 


great many 


from 


The 
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Tbs compliment he paid to the temple was undoubtedly 
meant to reconcile th,e Jeivs to his doctrine ; but their ftub- 
bornefs probably difgufted him. 

He next inftituted the fail of Ramadan \ an inftitution which 
ftill takes place in his religion. This fail, though whimfical 
by its ftriCtnefs, is perhaps well founded in true principles pf 
fociety; as it begins in September , or the Arabian Ramadan , 
and is equally conducive to the health of the profeffors as to 
the prefervation pf the young brood of eatable animals. It 
is, however, uncertain whether fome fuch fail was not ufual 
amongft the Arabs before the days of Mahomet , who very 
poffibly inftituted it in imitation of the Chriftian Lent. 

The compliance of Mahomet's followers to his dictates, 
made him look upon himfelf as not only the founder of a 
new feCt, but as the father of a new people. This, charac¬ 
ter gave him fome thoughts of independency> but that inde- 
| pendency could only be fupportpd by rapine. He therefore 
! fent his uncle Ha?nza 9 at the head'of thirty horfe, to furprize 
S a caravan, belonging to the Koreijh , coming from- Syria to 
Mecca . Hamza’s ftrength was unequal to this undertaking, 
and he was obliged to apandpn it. He continued, however, 
j his depredations upon the Koreijh during all the fecond year 
of fhe Hcjra ; and Obeydah was his chief officer. 

The advantages he gained over the Koreijh were but trifling, 
but of great importance to the infancy of his government. 

They were fuch as enabled him to form the face of an army 
' confifting.of three hundred and thirteen men, with which he 
determined to attack a rich caravan which was efcorted by 
| Abu Sojian, a Meccan nobleman, who, having intelligence of 
Mahomet's defign, fent for a detachment of nine hundred and 
fifty of his countrymen to fupport him. Before the junc¬ 
tion could be performed, Mahomet attacked the detachment 
at Bedr, and entirely routed it. 

This victory was unexpected, and was greatly owing to 
the enthufiafm with which Mahomet infpired his troops by 
pretended revelations from the angel Gabriel. Abu Jahl , who 
commanded the detachment, was killed on the lpot, as were 
ninety of his followers} and the victory, in faCt, inconfi- 
derable as it was, gave rife to Mahomet' s greatnefs. The 
Moflems, however, as they are called, were difappointed of 
their chief aim ; for Aby Sojian , and the chief officers, efcaped 

in fafety to Mecca . 

Notwithftand.ing this, the field of Bedr afforded fpoil fuffE 
cient to create fome differences in Mahomet's army, which 
were quaflied entirely by his authority. 

Amongft the prifoners was Al Abbas , o.ur prophet’s uncle, 
who, having his nephew no longer under his protection, had 
taken up arms for his country. 

Though there was nothing very extraordinary in this vie- Mahomet's 
r°ry, yet Mahomet took care to be afiifted in it by three thou- affeflion. 

fand 
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land angels in cceleftial panoply, tvith Gabriel at their head, 
This ft&ion gained him credit, and the caravan afforded him 
wealth; though great part of it was faved and carried into 
Mecca by the good condu<ft of Sofan. This vi&ory coft Ma¬ 
homet no more than fourteen men : but all his authority was 
fcarcely fufficient for preventing the true nature of the 
plunderers he commanded, from breaking very difagreeably 
out when the booty came to be divided. The Mohagarim 
and the Anfars, the old and the young, quarrelled about it; 
till Mahomet , having recourfe to his old expedition of reve- 
Diviilon lation and the Koran , divided the fpoil equally amongft them 
of the all, referving a fifth for the fervice of God ; that is, the ufe 
plunder, of the prophet and his family, the orphans, the poor, and 

travellers. This diftribution was fettled as a precedent ever 
after amongft the Moflems, excepting when the prophet 
found it for his intereft or conveniency to break into it. 
Mahomet* s Mahomet made a mean and an inhuman ufe of his vi&ory; 
cruelty, for he ordered the heads of fome men of great quality at 

Mecca to be ftruck off merely becaufe they had infulted him 
in the miniftry of his million when he was there. His advo¬ 
cates pretend that this feverity was neceflary for eftablifhing 
a belief of the divinity of his legation, and was according to 
the practice of the antient yews: but, without entering into 
any difeufliori upon this head, it is certain nothing can excufe 
its barbarity. After the battle, Mahomet met with fome fa¬ 
mily diftrefies in the death of a daughter and a fon : but the 
fame of his gaining the battle of Bear againft fiich fuperiority 
of numbers, made him refpefted by all the neighbouring 
tribes and ftates, and particularly by the emperor of Ethio¬ 
pia, who, according to fome Modern authors, but without 
much appearance of truth, was converted to Iflanifm. 

After this, Mahomet made feveral marauding excurfions, in 
which he carried off the cattle of the neighbouring tribes, 
whofe uncouth names and defignations are handed down by 
Modem authors, but are immaterial to a reader who fearches 
Hi» ex- for the truths more than the toys of hiftory. It appears in 
curfions. thofe excurfions that he feldotn was at the head of more than 

two hundred men ; that horfes were very fcarce amongft his 
troops; that they were fometimes obliged to fupply their 
room with camel? ; and, that, anongft others, he put to 
flight his antagonift Sofian , who had fworn never to ufe wo¬ 
men or perfumes till he was revenged of the prophet. 
Arabian I am, once for all, to inform my reader, that one of the 
epitrtets. greateft excellences cf the language and genius of the Arah x 

is, their always catching, like Homer, and the author of the 
book of Job, who probably was an Arab , at the mod ftrike- 
in circumftances of every objedl, and making that its charac- 
teriftic. Thus, in the encounter with Sofian , the Moflems 
made a confiderable booty in meal, and therefore it is called, 

The War of the Meal, 

Ahubehu 
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Jbubcker , among# other appellations, was termed. The 
Father of the Girl) or Virgin, becaufe Ayejka , the only maid 
Mahomet feems to have efpoufed, was his daughter. The 
reader, in every page of the Modem authors, meets with in- 
(lances of this kind. 

Mention has been already made of the JewiJI) tribes in Hej. 3. 
Arabia, and efpecially in Medina , where they were fo con¬ 
siderable, that, in the firft year of the Hejra , 'Mahomet en¬ 
tered into a treaty with them, which confirmed them in their 
privileges and in the free exercife of their religion. But this 
good underftanding did not long continue. A Modern killed 
a Jew, rn the ftreet of Medina , on pretext of his having of¬ 
fered fome indecency to an Arab woman. The Jews re¬ 
lented the death of their brother, and cut in pieces the 
Modem. Mahomet made this a pretext for depriving them of M a botnet 

the advantage ftipulated by the late treaty, Unlefs they be- P« n, £ lcs 
came his converts. Upon this the Jews dew to arms, and re- the J ews * 
fuied the condition, which, even according to the Modem 
relations, was both unjuft and arbitrary. 

This gave the impoftor a pretext for making war upon 
them, and he drove them out of the field into their forts 
and fortrelfes ; where he blocked them up fo clofely that they 
were obliged to laydown their arms and fubmit to his mercy. 

Had it not been for a pagan Arab of great diftinftion in Me - 
dina , one Abdallah , the tyrant would have butchered them 
all in cold blood ; and he had given orders for that purpofe: 
but, upon Abdallah 1 s interceffion, the Jews y who were feven 
hundred in number, were obliged to fubmit to perpetual ba- 
niftiment upon their giving up all their arms and riches, 
which were very confiderable. 

The amorous complexion of the impoftor was of great ufe His maf- 
to him in eftablilhing his authority. He has, in his Koran , riages. 
limited the higheft number of wives any man can enjoy to 
four; and even thofe, in many cafes, with great reftri&ions: 
but this felf-denying ordinance was not to extend to our 
prophet j who always reconciled his love to his ambition, by 
making them fubferyient one to the other. He had already 
married the daughter of Abubeker , and now he married Haf~ 
fa , the daughter of his other great fupport Omar , and with 


her receive 


a very confiderable fortune. 

. his coufin-fferman. his c 


given to Ali , his coufin-german. 


He had already 


own daughter Fa~ 


tema in marriage, and {he is greatly praifed by the Moflem 


writers. 


Love and poetry formed the great bufmefs of an Arab's life 
when he was not in the field ; and their women have, for their 
lhape and beauty, been famous in all aves. The Modena 


fliape and beauty, been famous in all ages. The Modena 
writers are very lavifli in the praifes of Mahomet's wives, 
and have painted them all as having been endowed with ex¬ 
traordinary accomplifliments both of body and mind, and all 
of them extremely nappy in {haring in the prophet’s embraces, 

though 
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though Ayjba is faid to have been his beft beloved. It }$ 
here proper to inform the reader, that the ladies of Arabia 
attended their hufbands and their lovers to the field, where 
they fought, in the hotteft dangers* with as much intrepidity 
and execution, as the braveft of the men ; and we fhall find, 
in the courfeof this hiflory, many battles that were gained by 
their valour and conduct. But this warlike difpofition in the 
females of Arabia was not peculiar to the days of Mahomet. 

Mahomet at this time can be eonfidered in no other light 
than that of a public robber. The veneration his followers 


He conti- had for him kept them profoundly devoted to his will, and 
nues his he never was without a band of defperate ruffians ready to 
robberies, execute his rapacious bloody commands. He knew that, 

notwithftanding all his fuccefies, he was greatly hated by 
the pagan Arabs , who were ftill very numerous and very 
powerful at Medina and therefore, excepting in cafes of 
the utmoft neceffity, he feldom chofe to ftir from that city, 
All the neighbouring country, however, was fcoured by his 
parties on horfeback, who plundered all they came up with, 
and fent their fpoils on the backs of camels to, Medina) 
where the impoftor refilled with a good garrifon. Zeid, at 
this time, feems to have been his chief partizan. The Ko- 
reijh of Mecca , taking warning from the lofs they had fuf- 
tained at Bedr, ordered their caravan, which was this year 
remarkably rich, to take a different rout from that of Bedr ; 
but this coming, to the knowledge of Zeid , he came up 
with the caravan at Alkerrda y in the province of Naid , wilh 
no fewer than .five hundred horfe, and after defeating the 
efcort. Which, was commanded by Sofian , he made himfelf 
matter of the whole, which amounted to an immenfe booty, 
the fifth of which was referved by Mahomet , and was Worth 
twenty-five thoufand dahrems, or pieces of filver. 

He is at- Though none of the Mofiem or other writers have di- 
tacked by re( ^y oblerved it, yet it appears pretty plain, that the im- 

th oK rei'h d-isfurni filing himfelf of cavalry had at this time al* 

1 * clJ '' moft proved the ruin of his affairs ; for, during their ab¬ 
sence, the KoreiJJ) at Medina formed an army of no fewer 


than- three thoufand m 


of whom feven hundred were 


armed with coats of mail, and two hundred were horfe, and 
marched to attack .Mahomet at Medina , where he was at the 
head of not above one thoufand men ; but amongft them all 
It is remarkable, he had but two liorfes. Having, called to¬ 
gether a council of war, he gave it as his own opinion, 
that they ought to remain in Medina , probably eXpedfing to 
be relieved by Zeid. But he was over perfuaded by his offi¬ 
cers to march out and fight the enemy $ he therefore put his 
army in motion. It confitted of three aivifions led on un¬ 
der three ftandards, that of the tribe of Aws , that of the 
tribe of Ca/ry, and- the third of Mohajarin. The two for¬ 
mer were all of them Anfars , or profeiytes of Medina- ; the 

latter 
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latter were Moilem Meccans , while he himfelf marched with 
his grand ftandard carried before him. 

It may in this place be neceffary to endeavour to give the 
reader tome notion of the manner in which the Arabs 
ofthofe days fought. For many ages before the time of 
Mahomet, they feem to. have had no warlike char after, their 
wars being confined to the inroads of one tribe or elan up¬ 
on another,'and revenging family difputes ; and the lots, on 
the greateft of fuch occafions, feldom exceeded a few fcores 
of men. A fcymetar and a lance formed the armour of 
their common foMiers, and the Arabs in general feena to 
have been* very expert in the ufe of - both. Some of them 
were armed with bows; aiid arrows, and thefe were account¬ 
ed the flower of their troops, being armed at the fame time 
with the lance and the fcymetar: nor muff it be forgotten 
that many of them had flings. A citirafs of leather, forti¬ 
fied with ffeel, or brafs, pfotefted the head, {boulders, and 
breaft of marly, and; ft)me wore {hirts of mail, which lay 
clofe to their bodies, and was formed of an infinite number 
of fmall fcales of metal, ftrung upon one another,-and the 
whole as it were quilted between two fkins, and fometimes 
between two pieces of linen. The Europeans afterwards 
borrowed the fafhion of thofe {hirts from the Arabs, and 
that fcale kind of armour is often to be fieen upon the Teals 
of the firft Norman kings of England. By the beft accounts, 
the Arabs in general were of a fpare make of body,, lean, but 
big boned, and mufculaf j and fo great was their bodily 
ftrength, efpecially- in their arms, that it was common for 
them to ftrike off* a-head, and fometimes to divide a body, 
by a Angle blow-with a fcymetar. Upon the whole, there¬ 
fore, we are not to-look upon the fmall effufion of blood, 
which, before this time, generally happened in their con- 
flifts, to have been Owing either to 1 their cowardice,' their 
want of difcipline, or the weaknefs of their arms, but to 
the implacability of one tribe towards another ; the very 
mention of their defcent from a common parent, or of an 
intermarriage, when opportunely thrown out, being often 
fufficient to appeafe their moft dreadful ariimofities. 

After Mahomet left Medina , he marched with his army 
four miles to the north, and took poft between that and a 
village called Ohod , where he formed his Jine of battle, pla¬ 
cing fifty archers, whom he confidered as the prime of his 

army, in his rear, with orders by no means to ftir from 
thence. - • ■ . • • 



But the impoftor at that time, perhaps, was ignorant that 
the enemy’s right wing was commanded by one of the great- 
eft generals of that or any other age. This was the famous 
Caled. Elm al Wallid\ whom in the fequel we {hall call Caled. 
Their left was commanded by Acrema , and the centre by 
Sof.an, who had fome time before been furprized by Zeid. 

1 ' Their. 

♦ 

* 


Dilpcfld- 
on of the 
battle. 
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Their body of refervC was led up by Hen da, SoJjan's wife, 
who, with fifteen other matrons, animated their troops with 
mufic, and exhorted them to revenge their countrymen who 
were killed at Bedr. 

Mahomet , at the fame time, by his effufions, gave his 
troops fuch a fpirit, that they attacked their enemy with ir- 
refiftible fury, and drove their centre upon their body of re- 
ferve, after lofing their great flandard, the bearer of which 
was killed by Hamza, Mahomet's uncle. This disheartened 
the Meccans , whofe troops being compofed of feveral tribes, 
•who were not all equally good, fo greatly, that fiotwith- 
ftanding all the efforts of the ladies, who upbraided the cow¬ 
ardice of thofe who commanded the centre, they were upon 
the point of falling into a total rout, when the fortune ol 
the day was changed in their favour by the courage and 
conduct of Caled. 

Mahomet Mahomet obferving the fuperiority of the enemy’s numbers, 
defeated. aru < that Caled commanded the cavalry upon their right, ap- 

prehenfive of being attacked in the flank, had very pro¬ 
perly placed his archers in the rear, that they might gall 
the Meccan cavalry with their arrows. But the temptation 
of plunder was in thofe days irrefiftible by an Arab. Ma¬ 
homet's archers feeing the enemy’s centre give way, and the 
field in diforder, immediately detatched themfelves from 
their poil, in hopes of plundering the baggage of the Mec¬ 
cans, notwithftartding all that their leader could do to pre¬ 
vent them. The left flank of Mahomet's army becoming 
thus expofed, was fo opportunely attacked by Caled, that 
Mahomet was obliged to fly in perfon to fupport his troops. 
He did all a brave general could do, but all to no purpofej 
for he found his men put into fuch diforder by Caled s 
charge, that it was impoflible to rally them : he, however, 
oppofed himfelf to the enemy, attended only by a few friends* 
but received feveral contufions and wounds from ftones and 
arrows, and he had certainly been killed, had it not been 
for Abubcker 's nephew, who fhielded him after he was 
knocked down to the ground, and had two of his fore-teeth 
beaten out. By this time, Mahomet’s ftandard-bcarer being 
killed, the perfon who killed him, and Caled, proclaimed 
aloud that Mahomet was flain ; and this relaxing the ardoi 
of the Meccans, gave an opportunity for Abubeker, Omar, and 
Othman , to rally a body of the Moderns, and penetrate to 
the place where they found Mahomet ftill fighting, but ready 
to fink under his enemies, but they brought him fafe off. 
But the In this battle, for fo it is called, Hamza , Mahomet's uncle* 
A'oreijhdo fell, as did feventy of the Modems j. but no more than twen* 
liot purfne ty-two of the Koreijf) were killed. Though Mahomet and 
their vie* all his beff officers were wounded, yet they carried To good 
tory. a countenance in their retreat, that the Koreijh did not think 

proper to purfue their victory. The truth is, it appears 

u pof 
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upon the face of the narrative of this encounter, that Maho¬ 
met’s death was the great object the Koreijh had in view and 
that upon the report of it they had drawn off their troops to¬ 
wards Mecca , and the main body had advanced fome miles in 
their march, when advice was brought of the impoftor’s being 
alive. The Koreijh, upon this intelligence held a council of war, 
fome of them moved that they fhould return, and exterminate 
the Mojlem army. But the ardor of the Koreijh was now 
abated j each recriminated upon the overfights that had been 
committed, and tho’ fome of them, feemed determined and 
refolute to march back, yet the general advice was for re¬ 
turning to Mecca , which they accordingly did. Tho* no¬ 
thing is more eafily accounted for, than all this, yet when 
the prophet heard of their marching forward to Mecca, he in¬ 
vented a miracle to account for their march, as ifGod had ftruck 
their army with a fudden confirmation. But fetting afide his 
prophet-craft, we muftdohim juftice as a man and a general, 
to lay that upon this occafion he behaved as both, and that 
with great courage and fpirit. For underftanding that his 
enemies were about to return, he animated his men, and 
marched to face them; nor did he return to Medina till they 
refumed their march to Mecca. 

By a ftrange impulfe not uncommon to the human mind jrr , > 

Mahomet in the end reaped greater advantage, by being * 

thus defeated, then he could have obtained by the moftcom- ‘ n j 
pleat vi&ory. At firft, indeed the common people, efpecially ,V- 
fuch of them as had loft friends or relations in the late en¬ 
counter, expreffed great figns of uneafinefs, and many 
of them did not fcruple to fay, that had he been divinely com- 
miffioned, he could not have met .with fuch a defeat. But 
Mahomet was far from extenuating his lofs ; he exerted his 
cares in burying and praying for the dead, and publickly ac- 
cufed his followers, as being by their fecret or open fins, the 
caufe of all his and their own misfortunes. It was he faid, 
for the living alone, that he mourned, becaufe the dead fallen 
in defence of their religion were gone to paradifc, and that 
the days of man being numbered, and his death marked, it was 
impoifible for any man to know his fate, tho’ nothing was more 
certain, than that paradife was immediately open to thofe, 
who died for. his faith. 

Soplaufible a dodtrine, delivered with all thofe embeJlilh- Thead- 
ments which Mahomet knew fo well how to give it, {tilled vantages 
all murmurs; nothing was now to be heard of but repentance he receive 
and reformation of life, and every Mojlem , was impatient for ed by tho 
an opportunity of conquering the enemies of his faith, or fame 
fealing it with his own blood. Thus, as we have already 
hinted, the authority of Mahomet was confirmed by his late 
defeat. 


Amongft the many inftances of our prophet’s inhumanity, His alTaf- 
we muft not forget, that he employed the moft defperate, filiations 
that is, the moft enthufiaftic of his followers in adts of aflafll- 
natiori. One AJloref^ Jew, who had the courage to preach, 
even in Medina, againft Mahomet, was murdered by one of thofe 
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private aflaffins, as was, about the fame time, the head of a 
tribe called the Hodbeiiite, by another whom Mahomet in the 
Arabs ftile furnamed “ a man fit for any undertaking. ” It 
appeared that this Hodbeilite Chieftain was making, prepara¬ 
tions againft the impoftor, and Mahomet was fo well pleafed 
with his murder, that when the afiaffin informed him of it, he 
made him a prefent of the cane he had in his hand, which 
coming from a prophet, was more valued by the receiver than 
the largeft fum of money would have been ; for, we are told 
that the murderer ever after carried it in his hand, and had it 
buried along with him in the grave. 

But Mahomet’s defeat at Of ad was favourable to him, in 
more refpe&s than that already mentioned. The prodigious 
refolution with which he and his army behaved againft fupe- 
rior numbers, ftruck his enemies with terror, and his retiring 
alive from the field of battle with fo inconfiderable a lofs, filled 
them with divifions and fufpicions of each other. In fhort 
Sofian after his return to Mecca , where he feems at this time to 
have been the ruling man, was obliged to addrefs him for a 
truce, which the impoftor had his own reafons for agreeing to. 
He feems however on fome occafions, to have been too open to 
vanity. For fome of the Arab tribes who hated him, finding 
him proof againft open force, fent him meffengers, pretend¬ 
ing that they wanted to be inftru&ed in his faith, upon 
which he ordered fix miffionaries to go along with the mef¬ 
fengers, who murdered four of them upon the road, and fold 
two others of them to the Koreijb , who put them to death. 
Seventy other miffionaries whom, at the fame time, he fent to 
the province of Naid, were put to the fword by Amer , the 
prince of that country, to whom Mahomet fent a letter for his 
converfion. 

T hus, it is plain that fome of the tribes, and many of them 
men of the greateft importance amongft the Arabs, were irre- 
concilabe to Mahomet’s perfon and do<ftrine, but were over¬ 
awed by his power from openly attacking him. The impoftor 
attributed the oppofition he met with to Sofian , and fent a 
murderer to aflaffinate him. But Mahomet began now to be 
fo well known, that Sofian was upon his guard, and efcaped 
the dagger. 

The Jews' in the neighbourhood of Mecca,- were ftill 
eye-fores to the impoftor; and indeed they feem to have been 
an ignorant, faithlefs, and cowardly fort of people. One of 
their tribes called Nadir , who had fided with Mahomet or his 
enemies, according as fortune appeared favourable, or unfa¬ 
vourable, was by him attacked in their fortrefs about three 
miles from Medina, and obliged to capitulate, and to evacuate 
the whole territory of Medina j leaving their effe&s behind 
them, which being very confiderable werediftributed amongft 
the Mohajarin , towards whom the prophet feems to have 
indulged a general partiality. 

It was now the fourth year of the Hejra , and the followers 

of Mahomet bein g greatly enriched by their fuecefles, and ex¬ 
peditions* 




j - * * • ? / ** \ ? • * , \ 

OF THE \WORLD; 

t * • I • » ^ * * 

petitions, began to lofe their fobriety of manners in inebri- Fori 
ating liquors, and a fpirit of gaming. The practice of both the i 
llad already created fome diforders among# them, arid Ma- wine 
hornet too.well knew the confequerice, not to be alarnied if it 
went farther; An implicit obedience amohgft his djfciples 
to his will, and a perfect unanimity among# all his follow- s 
ers, vtrere the main foundations of all his Hopes;. Inebriating ahdgani^ 
liauors, and chance games^ were de#ru£iive of both ; and itingj 

eflary to prevent them. It happened luckily for 
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Mahomet i 


and 


ivas no new thing among the Arabs', fo that when he pro¬ 
duced, as he did in every intetefting circumftance of His lifej 
a paflage of the Coran, entirely forbidding it to his followers, 
it was receive'd a§ a renewal of their ancient inftitutiohsi 
hor indeed do we meet with driy opposition he encoiirftered 
pn this important cccaflc’n. By it, the obedience of hisfol-, 
lowers was fecureu to him ; their abftemious courfe of lifq 
was preferved, their health of body and vigour of mind were 
corifulted, and they were rendered lefs liable to tHofe plea- 
fures, that often make mankind the mo# defirous of living^ 

As to the other prohibition, that of chance games, we know 
bf no difficulty it met with. THe wifdom of both will be 
fufficiently eviderit, when we fee the unexampled difei- 
pline, intrepidity, arid abftinence, which attended the fol¬ 
lowers of this prophet, when they fubdued the two greateft 
fempires then in the world, thofe of Greece arid Perfect'. We 
ftiuft riot, however, leave this fubjei#, without obfervirig, the pro- 
that many of the Mojlem do£tors, fome of whom are now in hibitioho 
reputation among# themfelves, did not conceive that this pro¬ 
hibition of ftrong liquors was to be taken in an abfolutely 
literal ferife. They tho.ught that-the prohition,.of the abufe 
of them only was intended. Fhis, however, Seems fo Rayei 
been the interpretation of latter times, for it received no ! 
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pretatioris of a pofitive law. 
While this creat Dcint v 


— - - ^ ^ V w » • 

difcretional 


Mahomet advanced 
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Jit the head of feven Hundred men again# fome of the Arab ther pre 
tribes, who had not fubmitted to his doctrine* but they fled grefs, 
with fo riitich precipitation at his approach, that the place 
where he came up with, them was denominated by his fol¬ 
lowers, the Place of infatuation. To eface his late difgrace 
at OhocL he marched to Bedai where for eieht days he of¬ 


fered battle 


Koreif) under Saffian, who thought pro- 


e,‘ wriicri Mahomet had, as ulual, |fej. 
imputed to their being #ruck with terror,- by the hand of 
God. After this, towards the fifth year of the Hejra he & n d co 
inarched with' a thoufand of his troops again# a body of quells,' 
wild Arabs, who livedon the borders of Syria ; and who, after ^ 
the example of his own followers, plundered and maflacred 
all the {Grangers and caravans who travelled th'ofe roads. 

E 2 Arriving 
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Arriving at their principal town, they abandoned it; and 
he made booty of all thejr cattle, and every thing that was 
valuable, there, or in its neighbourhood. After this-, h6 re¬ 
turned, laden with fpoils, and attended by the acclamations 
of all his followers, to Medina , where he repofed himfelf 
after the fatigues of his campaign. 

Aftrong Notwithftanding ail the reprefentations, and infinuations, 
COnfede- of the Mojlem hiftorians, Soffian, the Meccan general, appears 
racy form-to have been a man of great civil and military abilities. 


ed by the perhaps fuperior even to thofe of Mahomet. But we are here 
Koreijh to obferve, that he lay under great cfifadvantages. Many of 
againft the Koreilh . feeiner the fuccelles of Mahomet. betran to en- 


againft 

him. 


His artful 
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the Koreijh , feeing the fuccelles of Mahomet , began to en¬ 
tertain favourable fentiments of his million, fo that he could 
not form out of them a body fufficient to fubdue the im- 
poftor. He was therefore obliged to form a confederacy 
again# him, out of the other Arab tribes ; and was fo fuc- 
cefsful, that this year he raifed twelve thoufand men (a pro¬ 
digious army in thofe parts, and at that time) with an in¬ 
tention to give at once the finilhing llroke to the power 
of Mahomet. But thofe tribes, when brought together, 
were no other than a disjointed body, and agreed fcarcely 
in any thing, but in their hatred of Mahomet. They ad¬ 
vanced, however, with an jntention to beliege and take Me~ 

dina. 

The prophet mull have now feen an end of all his hopes 
and defigns, had it not been for his admirable addrefs, in 
fowing, by means of his miffionaries, the feeds of emula¬ 
tion, lufpicion, and diflention, amongft his enemies, which, 
as we fhall foonfee, operated to his expectation. 

Upon the approach of the confederates, under Soffian , 
Mahomet , was advifed by Salman , the perfion who has been 
already mentioned, to draw a line round the city of Medina , 
(which the Mojlem authors call a ditch) and to encamp 
with his forces, which amounted to about three thoufand, 
within that line. This advice was malterly, and the pro¬ 
phet followed it : the confederates faw the difficulties of 


forcing the line, and that if they fhould even fucceed, the 
prophet had a ready retreat to the city, which they mull be- 
fiege, before they could compafs their delign. When they came 
to the Mojlem lines, they found they could not be attacked, 
without great difadvantages on their part, and they fpent 
almoft a month before them, without doing any thing of 
confequence.. In the mean while, the alfailants were at¬ 
tacked by a bitter eall-wind, which benumbed their limbs, 
tore up the fandy defarts around them, while Mahomet's 
troops had the advantage of the Ihelter of the city. All this 
while Mahomet was plying his fecret arts, by his emilTaries, 
amongft the heads of the confederates ; and encouraging his 
own men by pretended miracles in their favour. A lingle 
combat likewife happened, upon a challenge giyenbyone 
His ene- of the heads of the Koreijh , which was accepted of by Mi, 

who 
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who killed his antagonift and his fecond. At laft, the con¬ 
federates, pradtifed upon by the arts of Mahomet , abandoned 
the expedition, which is called “ The war of the ditch,” 
{truck their tents, and directed their march homewards. 

Mahomet was too wife to purfue them. He held a kind of 
triumph in Medina , where he gave a refrefhment to his 
troops, but that was of a fhort continuance. He had loft no 
more than fix men in the war of the ditch, and therefore 
was enabled to go inftantly againft the Koreidites , an Arab 
tribe ; againft whom he had a particular fpight, for their in¬ 
fidelity and inconftahcy. He fucceeded in his expedition, 
and laid fiege to the fortrefs of the Koreidites , which con¬ 
tained about feven hundred of that nation, befides their 
wives and children. After about a month’s fiege, or bloc¬ 
kade, the befieged, who had no opinion of Mahomed s 
mercy, furrendered to Saad, the chieftain of the Aws, 
their old friends. It was the misfortune of the befieged, 
that Saad, who had been wounded during the war ofthe 
ditch, in which the Koreidites had been very active, was their 
inveterate enemy, and his fentence was, that all the men 
(who were upwards of fix hundred) fhould be cut in pieces, 
the women and children made flaves, and that all their plun¬ 
der fhould be divided amongft the Mojlems. The impoftor 
approved of the fentence, as being that of God, and it was 
inhumanly put in execution upon the fpot. 

We forbear to tire the reader with frequent repetitions 
of the various revelations Mahomet pretended to have re¬ 
ceived, enjoining and juftifying all tnofe diabolical barba¬ 
rities. Every incident, however fhocking, had a verfe, a 
paflage, or a chapter of the Coran to juftify it, and all was 
fwallowed by the prophet’s deluded followers. 

His amorous complexion feemed to be improved by liii 
fuccelTes. He kept Rihana , the moil beautiful of all the cap¬ 
tives, or, in other words, he forced her to fubmit to his em¬ 
braces. Nor were the daggers pf his murderers unemploy¬ 
ed, for at this time they aflaflinated Salam, a Jew of great 
eminence, who -had incurred the prophet’s difpleafure. 
The fa&s here mentioned are fo {hocking, that we fhould 
have omitted the mention of them, could we hay.e done it 
with any juftice to the truth of hiftory. But they reft upon 
the faith of authors the moil favourable to Mahomet , and 
of his own religion, and fome of them almoft cotemporary 
with him. Many of them to be fpund in the Sonna itfelf; 
and fome of them not obfcurely hinted at even in the Coran. 
It is true the divine million apa commands are urged in juf- 
tification of all that happened; but this pretext is fo 

ftale, and fo ridiculous, that we fhall fpend po tijne in refu¬ 
sing it. . , . 

Could any inftance be wanting to compleat the deteftable 
chara&er of our prophet at this period, it muft be his mar¬ 
riage with Zenobic{ 3 called by the Arabs Zenoliq 9 the wife of 
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his favourite fervant Zeid. Zcid was of an ijluftpous paren¬ 
tages but had in his childhood been carried off prifoner, by 
Tome Arabs , and, at laft, was reduced to be a fervant to Ma¬ 
homet, who was To kind to him, that wheq Zjid’s father, mi- 
jderftanding that he was at Mecca ? came to ranfpni him, he 
thpfe toftay with his maffeK. This pleafed Mahomet fo well, 
fhat he formally adopted Zeid his fori and heir, in cafe (jt is 

fo be underftopd) he had no fon of his Qwn ; apd, in the 
jnean time, he gave him' this Zenobia for his wife. Her charts 
improving greatly after her marriage, fhe perceived pn a 
certain occanon, that the prophet was fmitten with them,' 
apd fhe imparted her apprehensions to her hufband. No¬ 
thing can give us a ffronger idea of the fear and veneration, 
hi which the prophet was held by his followers, than what 
happened on this occafion. Zeid , though fond of hi§ wifg 
as uje was of him, thought it equally impious and dange- 
tpus to liye with her, after the prophet had given her an 
intimation of his affection. Terror and enthufiafm proved, 

both in the hufband apd thg wife, too ftrong for Ioyp ^4 

duty. Itwas hot enough for Zeid to refign hi’s wife without 
murmuring, for he muff give the prophet a plaufible pretence 
for talcing her to jiis bed.' He therefore feigned an averfion 
for her, afid proceeded even fo far as to acquaint tbe prophej: 
with it. Mahomet^ though he well knew Zeid’ s intention, 
feemed to receive the intimation not only with indifference, 
but diilikej but at laft, a feafonable revelation from heaven 
interpofing, he agreed that the parties ffiould be divorced j 
and, when a proper time came, he married Zenobia,) to the 
great joy of her huiband, apd the wedding was celebrated 
with extraordinary pomp and magnificence. Some of the 
prophet’s moft fenfible followers vvere indeed fcandalized at 
this avowed breach of his pwn laws, but all was falved by 
his declaring, that it was the divine pleafure he fliould be 
exempted from all the difpepfatiops to which other men 
were fubjeeted. 

After this flagrant act pfhvpocrify, ipjuftice, and adultery, 
our prophet fubuued the tribe of Kalcb\ and took its chief¬ 
tain, Themamh) prifoner, who declaring himfelf a Mafias } 
was difmiffed by the prophet, and he ferved againff the’ 


! * 


Korsijb with fuch zea] and fuceefs, that, by cutting off their 
provifions, he reduced them to fuch diftrefs, that they were 
obliged to apply to the prophet himfelf for relief. It ap,- 
pears that Mahomet had always a warm fide for th c Meccan; 

• • % * 1 1 * * * * f y ^ i € £' % 1 

in general, apu never delpaired or, cr.e day, reigning over 
them. He’ordered The-j.ama to defift from his depredations 
ppon his people, as he called them, and to let their convoys 
pals uprpolgffed, which, he accordingly did. Mahomet was 
hot fo' fortunate* with regard to another Arqb tribe,, that of 
Ladlcdh which he marched againff, and wanted to fu'rpriffi 
f)ut they were upon their guard j and he wa§ obliged, aftef 
making a feint towards Mecca , to' return to Medina . ‘ Ha 
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Aicceeded better againft the tribes of 'Jatfan and Raid, who 
had driven away fome of his camels, which he retook in 
perfon, at the head of lwe hundred men, and he returned to 
Medina with a great booty, after having plundered and laid 
wafte the country. After this, the fmalleft detachments the 
impoftor fent out againft his neighbours, ftruck terror into 
their largeft numbers, and forty of his followers were fuf- 
ficient to make three or four hundred of the inhabitants fly. 

He was particularly well fupplied with intelligence of all the 
rich caravans, with commodities, or money, that were car¬ 
ried to any part of Arabia , or its neighbourhood j and, this 
year, he plundered caravans and perfons of vaft fums of mo- an “ £ ets 
ney and quantities of goods. In Abort ,Medina became now g reat 
to be the mart of all Arabia , and was rich in money and riches, 
the moft valuable commodities in the eaft ; notwithftanding 
this, the robberies, the plunder, and the murders committed 
by the impoftor and his followers, but above all the detefta- 
ble aflaflinations he had been guilty of, ftruck his country?- 
men with horror, fo that he had very little intercourfe 
with any but the pooreft and moft defperate tribes j and his 
riches lay in fome meafure ufelefs upon his hands at Me¬ 
dina . 

The prophet, to get the better of thofe prejudices, and at He invites 
the fame time to enrich his followers, whom he now thought the Greek 
of reducing under a fettled government; and at the fame emperor 
time to give him a great figure in the eyes of the world, to turn 
fent one of his principal domeftics, called Dohya , to the em- Mojlems, 
peror Heraclius , at Conftantinople , defiring leave for the Mof- a °d to o- 
lems to trade with the imperial fubje&s, and at the fame pen a 
time inviting the emperor to embrace ljlamifm . Prefumptu- trade with 
ous as thofe demands were, the firft was granted; the latter him. 
was not reje&ed, at leaft not with contempt; for the em¬ 
peror defired time to confider of the propofal. 

This acquiefcence of the Greek emperor, the greateft 
prince then in the world, towards a little Arabian robber, 
will hot be furprifing to the reader, who confiders the great 
fucceffes of Mahomet , the terror with which he had filled 
both Arabia and Syria j his confident, and moft extraordinary 
pretences to infpiration, and the magnified reports of him, 
fpread about by his countrymen, who, of all people in the 
world were the moft adi&ed to exaggerate, and to run into 
the marvellous. 

We are now to confider the prophet, as a petty prince of Reflexion 
a dominion which he had acquired by his impoftures, his upon the 
courage, his rapines, and his cruelties. The moft favourable encreafe 
conftrudtion that can be put upon the latter, is, that terror of his 
was neceflary for his executing the plan of his million. But power, 
how wicked muft that man be who lays down a plan, which r 
is fubjedt to that neceflity ? Mahomet, however, according to 
the moft favourable accounts of him, had cruelty, rather 
than clemency, predominant in his nature j and he had 
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lived long enough to fee that he muft lofe more by it than he 
could gain. He this year arrived at fuch a pitch of reputal 
ticn, that all the Arabs who either had no religion, or were 
indifferent about any, which was the cafe of great numbers 
of them, made their court to him, by either embracing, or 
Hej. 6. pretending to embrace, IJlatntfm ; which was always found to 

be a fure paffport to the prophet’s favour. Eight of them, 
who, it feems, were not very fincere in their profeffion, were 
His far- ordered by the prophet to one of his farms, to be cured of a 
ther cruel- diforder they laboured under, by drinking the milk and the 
ty* urine of his camels; but they requited his kindnefs, by mur¬ 

dering his fhepherd, and driving away his cattle. The pro¬ 
phet, however, fent a party immediately after themj who 
brought them back in chains to Medina , where he crucified 
them, after ordering their eyes to be bored out with a red- 
hot iron, and their hands and their feet to be cut off. 

His plan It was about this time, that he feems to have formed that 
of govern- capital principle which his followers have always fo invari- 
ment. ably followed, of obliging thofe whom they fubplued, or 

attempted to fubdue, either to embrace IJlamifm . of to pay 
tribute. The former flattered the impoftor ? s ruling paflion, 
the latter gratified his avarice. It is remarkable, that, at this 
time, he had greater fuccefs amongft the Jews and Chriftiam 
than amongft the Pagans ; for this obvious reafon, that a 
well-principled Pagan was a more rational being than either 
a Jew or a Cbrijlian , according to the exercife of their reli¬ 
gions in that age and country. Among the other converts to 
his miflionaries, was Afbag, the Calbite , a Chri/lian prince, or 

chieftainj great part of his fubje&s followed his example, 
and they whochofe the exercife of their own religion, paid a 
tribute, and quietly enjoyed it. The daughter of AJba g 
was married to an eminent Mojlemy and was the mother of 
Abdallah al Afgar , a dodlor of high rank in the Mahometan 
law. 

His grati- If Mahomet had any thing that looked like virtue in 
tude: his pature, it was gratitude. He was conftant in his friend- 

lb ip towards Ababeker , Omer , Alt, and the other Mojlems, 
who had been fo very inftrumental in his advancement; 
and he was even grateful, when he met with a generous 
action, even in an enemy, or thofe who were indifferent to 
him : For as Dohia , his fteward, was returning from execu¬ 
ting his commiflion at Con/lantinople , he was fet upon by an 
Arab prince, Honeid , and his fon, and plundered. Anothei 
fet of the Arabs obliged Honeid to refund his booty, and Do- 
hia proceeded to Medina , after having met with extraordina¬ 
ry civilities from the Rafaites , another clan of Arabs, Ma- 
hornet y lindefftainding what Honeid had done, fent out a 
inflance of ftrong party againft him, who defeated his troops, killed him 
it. and his fon, and were carrying the wives and children of the 

clan, with all their cattle, away to captivity. But upon the 
interceflion of the Rafaites , Mahomet ordered all the captive 
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to be reftored to their liberty and effefts. Soon after, he 
fubdued the tribe of Saad and carried off their camels and 
flocks, for having formed an alliance with his enemies, the 
Jews of Kaibar ; he next advanced in perfon, attended by 
his favourite wife Ayejha , and Sahna, another of his wives, 
againft the tribe of Mujlalek which was commanded by 
Hareth, a prince of fome difti nation in thofe parts. Ha- 
nth having got his troops together, offered Mahomet battle, 
but was killed before the engagement. Though it does not 
appear that there was any unequality of numbers between 
the two armies, yet the angel Gabriel , drefled all in white, 
and mounted on a bay horfe, fought at the head of the Mof- 
lems , which fo intimidated the enemy, that they furrendered 
atdifcretion. What the fate of thofe who were found in 
arms might have been, is hard to fay, had not a lucky acci¬ 
dent for them interpofed. For Hareth , the deceafed prince 
of Mo ft alek, happened to be father to Jeweira , a lady of 
exquifite beauty, who being amongft the captives, was pur- 
chafed by Mahomet , over whom me got fo great an afcen- 
dancy, that he not only married her, but took her tribe into 
his particular prote&ion and favour, and releafed a hundred 
of the principal Moftalekite chiefs. 

It is highly unreafonable to fuppofe the prophet’s incon- Adven- 
ftancy, not to have had a very difagreeable effect upon ture of his 
Ayejha , to whom he had always profeffed the higheft affe&ion, wife Aye- 
and that it was not attended with a very difagreeable abate- Jha. 
ment in his manner of expreffing it. A beautiful young fe- 
male^ttri, may be well fuppofed to refent this in more fhapes 
than one. Be this as it will, during this expedition Ayejha 
was miffing for a whole night out of the prophet’s camp, 
and, next day, about noon, came to it, very much fatigued, 
attended by Safwan , a Mojlem captain, and riding upon his 
camel. The moft conliderable of the prophet’s friends, jea¬ 
lous of his honour, immediately accufed her of adultery, and 
it muft be owned, with no fmall appearance of juftice. The 
defence which Ayejha made, that having occasion to alight 
upon the road, and to ftep a little way afide, as fhe was re¬ 
mounting the box upon the back of her camel, lhe per¬ 
ceived file had dropt a necklace of great value, and that go¬ 
ing back to look for it, her camel drivers, who imagined lhe 
was on the box, had proceeded without her ; arid that being 
fatigued, and wandering, lhe had laid herfelf down on the 
ground, where lhe fell afleep, till lhe was awakened by 
tiafwan, who conducted her home upon his camel. 

This ftory appeared, as indeed it was, to be extremely His em- 
improbable to the prophet’s warm friends, who perfifled in barraf- 
accufmg the ladyof incontinently. This wasacharge that menu 
not only affe&ed Ayejha , but Mahomet , very fenfibly. For ■ 
though, perhaps, He was confcious of the provocation he had 
given her, and would have been glad that all mention of the 

|ffair had been dropt, yet-he could not manage the indifcre- 
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tionof his friends ; and the lady perhfting in her vindication, 

exafperated them ilill more. The prophet therefore, to fave 
the difcredit of infidelity to his bed, was obliged to have re- 
courfe to his ufual, and never-failing expedient, that of a 
revelation from heaven; clearing the honour of his wife; 
and ad- and for thatpurpofe produced the twenty-fourth chapter of 
drefs. the Coran , by which all her accufers were covered with 

fhame, and a flop was put to all further calumny, one of 
them being feyerely whipt, by Mahomet' s orders, for his in- 
difcretion. 

He vifits All this while, Mahometwas unable to do any thing again# 
the Kore- the Koreifh at Mecca , the poffeffion of which was the great 

ijb, objeft of his ambition, as it muil render him very formidable 

over all Arabia, and make him mailer of the Caaba ; where¬ 
by the feal of divine approbation was to have been put to 
his miffion. At firil he purpofed to reduce Mecca by force, 
and fent meffages to the moil powerful of his confederated, 
or tributary, clans, to attend him for that purpofe. But they 
diiliked the expedition fo much, that they defired to be 
excufed, apd none marched to his affiilance. Mahomet , up¬ 
on this, altered his fcheme, and advanced in a peaceable 
manner, but attended with fome troops, to Hadeibiya , the 
fuburb of Mecca, where the Korcijk flood ready to difpute 
his entrance, which Mahomet feems to have been in no con? 
diiion to have forced. As his profefiions, however, were 
pacific, a treaty was entered into, and his fon-in-law AW, 
who acted as his fecretary, was ordered to draw up the 
and con- terms. In wording them, he ililed Mahomet the apoirle of 
eludes a God, which Sohail, one of the deputies for Mecca , objefted 
treaty to, and Mahomet, for very wife and politic reafons of his 
with own, gave up the title, and was fimply denominated Mahomet 
them. the fon of Abdalla, to the great difguit of his Mojlem friends. 

The terms of the treaty, however, were at lafl engroffed, 
and it contained a truce for ten years, during which time 
both parties were at liberty to ftrengthen themfelves with 
what allies they thought proper ; and Mahomet was to have 
leave, next year, to vifit the temple of Mecca, or Caaba, for 
three days. 

Hereturns However the Mojlem authors may reprefent this expedition, 
to Medina, it feems pretty plain that Mahomet miffed his aim, which 

was, in fa<5l, to make himfelf mailer of Mecca ; and all his 
troops took a folemn oath of fealty and obedience to him, 
fhould he attack that city, to which he afterwards found 
himfelf unequal. Upon his return to Medina, he fept his 
fervant Z eid to inveil the caille of a lady, called Forka, 
whofe fubje&s had attacked fome of his plundering parties. 
Zeid puts Zeid took the .caille by affault, and putting part of the ga¬ 
te death rifon to the fword, he made the others prifoners. Forka her- 
Forka, ielf, who was immenfely rich, was cruelly put to death, 

’ and a beautiful young daughter ih^ had, with all her money 

and effe&s, was carried off by the conqueror. The tribe of 
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ft, if an next felt the edge of the prophet’s fword, and Zei4 

extended his excuifions as far as the borders of the Red Sea , 
L Median, from whence he brought to Medina a great 
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It is incredible, in what veneration the prophet, at this Great de- 
t ; me . was held by his followers, eyen to their catching his votion 
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and other deputies, his per 


who reforted to his camp, and the Arabs in general, even fon. 
tlpfe who were his greateft enemies, began to think there 
in aft be lbmeching extraordinary about a perfon, who, from 
fa fmall a beginning, had become fo powerful, and wa$ fo 
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mucn venera . . . , . . . r 

ih.e prophet s vanity; and this year it influenced him to 

much, that he fent a formal invitation to feveral fovereign 
princes, particularly to Kofru Parvig, then king of Perfta , 

Jo embrace his religion. Kojfri t, who had himfelf verylittle, 
atfirft did not feem averfe to 
rheinfolent {frail! of Mahomet _ 

tore it to pieces. A confpiracy about this time had beer} 
formed, to alfaffinate Kofru , of which it is more than proba¬ 
ble, the prophet, on account of the numerous affaflins he Mabmp 
nployed, was acquainted, and upon Kofru’s fending an in- foretels 
dent meffage to him, by Badhan king of Taman, Mahomet , KofruS 
robtbly that he might be more ripe in his intelligence, re? death, 
ujred till ne*t day to give his anfwer \ when, pretending 
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Egypt it 


and to 


Ethiopia, pia 


was of great conveniency to both. This Egypt 
better than a rebel to the emperor Heraclius , upon whom he 
had, in a manner rendered himfelf independent, and by 
whom he everv dav expe&ed to be attacked. 

like invitation to AJhania, king of Ethio- 
received the mefienger and his letters 


Mahomet 


with the moil profound marks 


but 


no certain accounts that his compliance with the invitation 
went any farther. Hareih , the king of Gajjan , was next 
applied to by the prophet, to the fame purpofe, but it ap¬ 
pears from the Mojletn writers, that he received the invita¬ 
tion with fo much contempt, that he was curfed by Mahomet. 
The king of Yamama by profeffion a Chriflian, treated his 
application much in the fame manner. This prince is faid 
to have once had favourable fentiments of IJlamifm , and even 
to have embraced it: but to have reverted to Chrijlianity \ 
and, him too, Mahomet curfed. But he had better fuccefs 
with Mondar , the king of the Barein , who readily embraced 
Mcbometanifm, and his example Was followed by his fub- 
ie£ts. 


His expe- Notwithftandin 


dition a- 

* 

gain it 

Kiahar. 


prophet had gained, he thought himfelf far from obtaining 
his ends. The richeft and moft underftanding Jews in ge¬ 
neral were his enemies; and forefeeing that he aimed at 


fortified 


Medina 


only ftrong in itfelf, but thought to be impregnable by 
means of certain forts which they had ere&ed around it. 

Mahomet, to illfDire his followers with 2 or renter rWp-fl-ntinn 


jeiuijh 


7 < 


of certain 


knots which they had tied upon a rope (a common method of 
divination amongft the ancients) and which his good friend 
the angel Gabriel taught him how to unloofe, by which 
he was delivered from the forcery. At the . fame time 
the prophet promifed to indemnify his troops for their be¬ 
ing difappointed of the fpoils of Mecca, by thofe of Kaibar , 
which were immenfely rich; and he confirmed the whole 
of his exhortations, by a ready pafiage of the Koran , which 
came down from heaven for that very purpofe. ~ 

The MoJIems unanimoufly called out to be led againft 

Kaibar, which they were with fo much expedition, that the 

Jews there had no intelligence of their motions, till the 

Mojlem army appeared before the place, and in a very fliort 

time took Naem , one of the caftles which defended it, with 
little or no lofs. 

Nothing in the hiftory of Mahomet is more unaccountable 
than the engines which he made ufe of in carrying on his 
feiges. The Arabs were very little acquainted with the 


meehanifm 


underftand 


is 


that 


O 
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the? made ufe of an engine, fomewhat like the battering- which he 
ram of the Romans. But as that engine was of itfelf very befieges 
iimple, and required the fupport of many others to render 
it effectual, of which the Arabs feemed to have had no 
knowledge, their fuccefles in befieging places muft in gene¬ 
ral have been owing to their own invincible refolution, and 
perfeverance. Be this as it will, they fat down before the 
citadel of Kiabar , where Mahomet met with many repulfes ; 
and was often in danger of lofing his life. After he had 
made a breach in the walls, by his battering rams, he ftill 
was beaten off, by the refolution of Kenana , who by way 
of eminence was termed the king of the Jews, and who 
commanded in the place, where the whole wealth of the 
befieged, which was immenfe, was depofited. In fhort, it 
appears that the prophet, by his frequent repulfes, began to 
delpair of carrying the citadel, and thought of returning 
home, when he was re-infpirited by Abubeker , Alt, and 
Omar. 

Nothing was impregnable to the courage of men like them. 

Al Camus , the ftrongeft of the forts, was defended by Mar - 
bab , a man refembling the ancient giants of Palejline , in 
bulk and ftrength ; and he, more than once, drove the be- 
fiegers off with great lofs, after they had mounted the 
breaches. Even Abubeker , who diftinguifhed himfelf greatly 
on this occafion, could not withftand him. But Ali, impel¬ 
led by a torrent of enthufiafm, attacked, conquered, and 
killed him, by cleaving his head in two with a fword that had 
been prefented him by the prophet. Al.Camus made but lit¬ 
tle reiiftance after this, and Mahomet making himfelf matter 
of it, found it immenfely rich. Great part of the treafure 
however was buried, and concealed ; and Kenana , rather than 
difeover it, underwent exquifite tortures. We are told, that 
when Al Camus was taken, the prophet narrowly efcaped 
being poifoned by Zeinab , the fitter of Marhab, and that 
though he furvived the Perjian for three years, it was at laft 
the caufe of his death. Amongft the other fpoils taken in 
Al Camus , was the beautiful Sofiya, whom the prophet made 
his wife. The other forts about Kaibor did not hold long and takes, 
out. They furrendered, one after another, to the terror of 
the impoftor’s name; he found, however, great difficulty in 
fupporting his army, the Jews having ruined all the country 
round ; but his invincible refolution got the better of alt 
difficulties, and Kaibar at laft was obliged to capitulate, 
which it did upon very difadvantageous terms, the inhabi¬ 
tants being obliged to fubmit to be difpofed of as the con¬ 
queror pleafed ; but fuffered to enjoy their properties in 
common with the Mofiems. 

Fadac , and WadilKora , aftetthis, opened their gates to the as he does 
conqueror. Thefe were two towns belonging to the Jews, other 
in which he found likewife great' riches. About this time, places, 
fome of his difciples, who had been obliged to fly to Ethiopia , 

jejoiued 
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rejoined him, 


Soph 


'tiled iil 


to a 



of 


it fepiiiS had Jikewife fled to Ethiopid , where the Naja/hi or 
king married her by proxy to die prophet,; 

The conqueft of Kaibar, raifed the prophet 
reatnefs far beyond what he ever had known, and rendered 
im very formidable to all his neighbours. Yetdma a city of 

'ubmitted to him, as did the tribes! 
Awed and others; His generals 
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tices i 


Confiderable 

of Uaivan , Kelob , Morrah 

made an incurfion into th w . _ 

ravaged ^ and his fame was fo great that the king of Gajjan 
turned Mahometan; tho’ we are told he afterwards reverted to 
chriftiahity. Nothing was now too abfurd or too impious* 
for him hot to pra&ife, for he found means to re'fo'lve the 
inoll grofs enormities into a revelatiori from heaven.* Tho' 
fornication was ftri&ly prohibited by his own law, yet he was 


Mary 


They found 



Me Vifits 
the Caaba 


Handing all his fan&ity, to make him very uneafy, and the 
great power and authority of their parents and relations obli- 
ed him, at laft, to behave with more decency towards them, 
ut every thing containing themoft palpable contradictions^ 
and the moft Ihocking impieties, was carried on by direct re¬ 
velations thro’ the angel Gabriel. 

The pofleffion of Mecca * as has been already obfefved, had 
always been the prophets great object* and this year, by his 
late treaty with the Koreijh, he was intitled to vifit the Ca¬ 
aba i This he performed with a firing of ceremonies, too fop- 
pifh and immaterial, to be repeated here, tho’ it appears that 
he was held in fuch deteflation by the Meccans , that when he 
vifited their city, they retired to the mountains } a very few 

Of them remaining* thro’ curiofity, to obferve the prophets 
proceffion. F 


Mecca 


Shorf) 

Maimuna , a handfofine widow 


Hej. 8. 
His great 

ibccefles 


But notwithflariding, all the abfurdities, iricorififtencesj and 
inhumanities of the prophet’s life and pradice, he Hill profper- 
ed; and his fuccefswasconfrdered bymanyas thefeal of his di- 
Continue, vinity.- The great Kaled who had defeated him at the battle 

as did Omar and Othmam 
Thefe were men of the greateft power, influence and courage a- 
mongft all the Koreijh . But were we to inveftigate the caufc£ of 

a « ^ j j we might perhaps find that it arofefrom mo¬ 
tives equally interefting and enthuftaflical. Mahomet it is plain 
had now arrived to a pitch of powdr* that promifed him 
the empire of all Arabia ; and therefore* in point of in ter eft, 
thofe great men found their account in becoming his profe-, 
iytes. At the fame time, the prodigious zeal, fidelity, and 


Courage* 


voted 
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his do&rine, could not be counterfeited, and muft Have been 

fmcere. 

In proportioni as the prophet’s power advanced, fo did the His pul- - 
profeffions of his fan&ity and miffion. He now ordered a pits, 
pulpit of a peculiar form to be conftru&ed, from which he 
declaimed, and which was long preferved by his fucceflors 
in the government. He continued to be the fcourge of all the 
neighbouring tribes, and ravaged many places, tne names of 
which are not known; tho’ particularly defcribed by Mojlem 


authors 


The tribes of Malah and Morrah , were chaftifed. 


the neigbouring country was ravaged, and Medina continued 
to be the repofitory of all the wealth in that part of the 
worlds 'T'he prophet, however, was not without meeting with 
fome checks. One of his generals, Caab, in an incurfion he 
made, had all his men cut in pieces, and pne of Mahomet’s 
ambafladors, who had been fent to convert the governor of “ 1S en *“ 
Bofra was aflaflinated by Amzru the governor of Muta in Syria, kahhdor 
under the emperor Heraclius. affaffinat- 

This aflaffin ation affected the prophet’s,honour and repu- e “* 
tation. He was now become a powerful prince, and he order¬ 
ed his fervant Zeid to take the field at the head of three thou- 
fand men, and to advance to Muta, near which the imperial The bat- 
generals, ( if we may credit the Mojlem authors, ) were at the ofiw®- 
head of one hundred thoufand men. Thofe numbers are ta 
perhaps exaggerated, but the truth is, the degeneracy of the 
Greek empire at this time was fuch that no advantage againff 
fuperiority of numbers is incredible. Zeid finding fuch a dis¬ 
parity between his own troops and that of the enemy, made 
a Halt j and fent to Mahomet for a reinforcement, but 
the imperial army advancing rendered a battle inevitable. 

rv • « * t • 1 • • I • 1 1-1 . t 1 T /f 


Zeid accordingly carryinginhishand the great ftaiidard of IJla- 


nifm , attacked the imperialifts, and was killed as were Iaafa 
and Abd'allah , who fucceeded hini in the command, which' 
next devolved upon the celebrated Kaled , who reftored the 
fortune of the day, and defeated the imperialifts with great 
flaughter. When the account of this vi&ory was given to 
Mahomet , he dignified Kaled with the emphatical. title of one 
of the fwords of God. The Mojlem authors, think that this . 
viftory, decifive as it was, was deafly purchased, by the death T 0 * r 
of the great men who fell upon Mahomet’s fide. The tribe of \ 6 
the Kodaites a plundering race, were next fubdued, by Maho- T®**. bat 
net's generals; and the Koreijh , feeming difpofed to violate dear1 / 
their truce with him, .he fent Obeidah, toward the feacoafts to 
to obferve their motions. In this expedition, we are told, led * 
that Obeidah’s troops were reduced to five upon the leaves of 
frees, and muft have perifhed of the diftemper, which that 
food brought upon them, had it not been for a very large fifh, 
which was thrown a fhore, and which they eat off to their 
great fatisfaction and recovery. 

But' 
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But the time was now come, when Mahomet was to flrikc 
his decisive blow, by attempting the conqueft of Mecca. 
Some of the Koreijh , had been incautious enough to violate 
the truce, and Sophian who ftill had the chief command in 
Mecca , had endeavoured to make up the breach. But Maho¬ 
met feeing the conjuncture favourable for him, rejected all 
terms of accommodation and even refufed to fee Sophian , who 
had taken a journey to Medina for that purpofe. This re¬ 
fit fal, which feems to have been a concerted meafure, amongft 
all their Mcjlem chiefs, was followed by warlike preparations, 
for the red uCtion of Mecca. Many of Mahomed s followers were 
natives of that place, and they endeavoured to apprife the 
inhabitants of their danger, Mahomet's intelligence was fo 
excellent that all their advices were intercepted j and he 
aflembling all his forces, which confided of the Mohajerin, 
the Anfars, and a powerful body raifed out of the tribes, who 
had been his converts, he advanced againft Mecca, which he 
foon inverted with ten thoufand men ; fo great had this impo¬ 
rter’s power become at this time. 

It muft be acknowledged that, upon this occalion, the pro¬ 
phet Ihewed himfelf to be at once a great general and a 
great politician. The difpofitions he made, for attacking the 
town were marterly, and the orders he gave to his generals 
were merciful. He particularly ordered Kaled of whofe im- 
petuofity he feemed always to be apprehenfive, not to aCt 
offenfively, and he fent a formal mefluage to invite the Mcc-> 
cans , to take an oath of allegiance to him, affuring them, in 
that cafe, of his protection. He committed the great ftand- 
ard of Iflamifm , to Alt. He ordered his generals to poflefs 
themfelves of the moft commanding partes about the city, and 
he placed himfelf in the rear of his army as the moft proper 
port, for giving orders to the whole. 

Thofe difpontions being made. Haled, who commanded 
the convert tribes, advanced to attack a party of the Koreijh, 
who were aflembled in the plain of Mecca , this he did with 
fuch fuccefs that he obliged them to fly into the city, which he 
entered amongft the fugitives, and thereby made himfelf maf- 
terofit, with a great (laughter of the inhabitants. 

This was the-moft ftiining period of our prophet’s life. It 
is faid, and perhaps very truely, that the conqueft of Mecca , 
coft him only two men; from this we may eafily conclude 
that he had a ftrong party within the walls of the place, and 
indeed from this time we perceive a total alteration in his 
plan of conduCt and politicks. From being an inhuman but¬ 
cher, he became abenificent prince. The Meccans, and the 
other Arabs, found it their intereft, inftead of robbing and 
deftroying one another to fubmit to him ; they who did not 
do it, thro’ conviction, did it thro’ policy, and entering 
Mecca with great ftate and formallity, he made a merit of 
deftroying all the idols, that had been ereCted in that city. 
On this occafion, we are told that he was dreft in red, and that 
he entered Mecca upon his favourite camel attended in the 
moft pompous manner? by his friends and generals The 

Meccans 
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Meccans, feeing his formidable appearance, implored his 



liiercy, which he immediately granted them in the moft ge¬ 
nerous manner; and declared them from that moment to be 
a free people. The whole tenour of his cohdildt, was ari- 
fwerable to this generous; and indeed wife behavidtir. He 
committed the guardianfhip of the Caaba , to Othman ahd his 
heirs for ever. In imitation of the founder of Rome, he 1 

declared Mecca tb be ah afiylum or fan&uary for all perfons j 
and fuch was the wifdom and moderation of his cortdu£ that 
even Sophian his capital enemy; became his convert. He 
then proceeded tb be fdlemnly inaugurated, and he completed 
all his triumphs and fuccefles? by receiving an oath of allegi¬ 
ance from his new fubjedfs, and particularly from Henda , thd 
celebrated female Warrior, the wife of Sophiam The prophet 


however was far from 


, and forgivenefs; 


rom making his generohty, 

too cheap to the Meccans. He infilled? upon prescribing a 
certain number of his enemies; Who had rendered themfelves 
moft obnoxious tci his refer!tment, and particularly Abu Jahli 
But notwithftanding this meafure; Abu Jahl, and his compa* 
nions were pardoned? and no more than three men and ond 
woman, who were exceflively obnoxious thro* their private 
vices, were put to death; tho* fome authors add twO more 
ivho fufFered oh this occafioiii .... tr i > 

Mahomet now began to exert thofe great talents that had ^ ed J. 
been given him by nature, and in every meafure of his go- ‘ ucce Ie ^ 
vernrrient, he approved himfelf to be equally^ great politici¬ 
an, ' 

ances 

had, at the fame time, an opportunity of extending his cori- 
quefts. For this purpofe, he employed Kaled ; who deftroyed 
a Famous idol, termed Al f/zz« 4 with many others of th£ 
fame kind; which. had been rendered facred by fuperftition. 

After this, Kaled advanced againft the IddiOntes, whoih he 
fubdued with little or no lofs to himfelf; but w 6 are told$ 
that this. barbarian mafTacred them after their fubmiffion, 
and indeed; by the whole ftrain of His condudl, he fCerhs fd 
have been one of the moft brutal conquerors,, that evfcf fcour- 
ged mankind; Even Mahomet himfelf was ft aft led at his in¬ 
humanity, ahd is faid to have once entertained fome thoughts 


and a great general. Senfible of the efFe&s of appear* 
s; He redoubled his zeal againft idolatry, by which he 


of putting hint to death? but was prevented by fome of hisi 
followers; Mahomet's Zeal, ho'weveJ, againft idolatry flirted uj* 
frefli enemies againft him amongft the pagan tribes 6f the 
Arabs. He ferit his general Kaled, who a£ted the part 6f a i 
deftroying angel wherever he came? under pretext of lu'ppref* 
fingtheir idolatry. About four thoufand of the tribes diMawayett 
Snd Thakif, alFembled under their generals Malec and Dor aid, 
the latter of whom was upwards of one hundred years of 
age, in defence of their idol worlhip. They rendezVoufed 
in the valley of Honein , about three miles ffom Mecca $ and 
their appearnce was fo formidable that Mahomet matched in 

perfon to encounter them. He was at this time arrived td 


Vo l . V 


F 


fu-citf 



66 


A GENERAL HISTORY 


tattle of fuch a pitch of power that he was at the head of twelve thou- 
Honeitt fand men ; which in Arabia , is accounted to be a vaft army, 

- . .in* . r • 11*. . . f.t 


Honein fand men ; which in Arabia * is accounted to be a valt army, 

not becaufe that country is deftitute of inhabitants, but be- 
caufe it is divided into an infinite number of little tribes or 
clans, who moftly herd amongft themfelves, fo that they fel- 
dom aflemble in any large bodies. When Mahomet came to 
Honein he found the enemy drawn up in a moft mafterly 
manner, and in poffeffion of all the heights that furrounded 
the valley; but as he had a vaft fuperiority of numbers, he 
inftantly formed his line of battle, and mounting his white 
mule, he advanced to the charge at the head of his troops. 
But Make had taken his meafures fo well that the Mojlem ar¬ 
my was in a manner cooped up in a defile amongft 
mount ains, and being overpowered by a fhower of 
darts and arrows, they were put into fuch diforder, 
that they began to fly towards Mecca. . Nothing but 
the intrepidity of Mahomet , and a few of his friends who 
fought by his fide, could have prevented his army from a to¬ 
tal route upon this occafion* To intrepidity he added ftrata- 
. < gem. He had it feems, taught his mule to kneel, which his 
gained by Mojlems confidered as fomewhat fupernatural, and a^ being a 
Mahomet favourable omen ; and at the fame time he threw a handful 

of dull: againft the enemies, with a folemn imprecation. His 
troops by thofe means were reinfpirited and being once more 
rallied, they attacked the idolaters with fuch fury, that moft 
of them were cut in pieces. The lhakajites behaved with 
incomparable bravery and in general they fell in their ranks, 
Make and his chief officers retired to Al Tayef, as Doraid did 

to Awtas. 

Doraid , old as he was, foon appeared at the head of ano¬ 
ther army, which Mahomet fent Obaid to attack. Obaid loft 
his life in the encounter, but was fucceeded in the command 
by Abu Muja , who compleated the rout of the enemy and put 
Doraid to the fword. 


who a&s We know of no inhuman ufe which the prophet made of 
with cle- thofe victories j on the contrary, he acted with clemency 
mency. and generofity. It is more than probable, that he. faw by the 

daily increafe of his enemies, it wasimpoffiblefor him to gain 
his ends, by bloodfhed and cruelty, which induced him to 
try milder methods. He had been put in great danger at the 
battle of Honein , and that of Awtas had coft him! dear. 
He was afraid, that fhould he fail in fuccefs, his character 
muft.be greatly hurt, both with his friends and enemies, 
and he faw many of his new converts amongft the Koreijb , 
ready to declare againft him, on the firft misfortune he fhould 
receive. He experienced this at the battle of Hominy and 
the experiment was too dangerous to be hazarded again. A 
great many female captives, had been taken in the laft two 
engagements, but the Mojlems y had fome fcruples with regard 
to enjoying them in concubinage; Mahomet foon removed 
^“ e ir difficulties by a frefh revelation from heaven, by which 
the Mojlems were allowed even to marry fuch female Haves 
as they took in war after going thro’ certain purifications, 


even 
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decifion was 


profeflions 


* 

difficulties 


too impious, and too contradictory, to the prophet’s former 

, to be univerfally received, and the 
dox Mahometans have to this day fome 
head, Mahomet himfelf feems hot to have been quite clear 
about it, For we are told that he reftored all the captives 
that were at his difpofal, to their friends, and that he offered 
to purchafe the liberty of thofe, who were in the hapds of hjs 
foldiers \ but that they, after his example, cheerfully refigned 
them. 

The cattle of AlTayef,\ to which Make had retired 


fidered 


Mqkopiet how- Al Tayef, 
difficulties refolved 


if poffible to make himfelf matter of it. For this purpofe he 
contra£ted for a number of engineers* opt of the tribe of 
Daws , the mod ingenious amongft the Arabs , |n fuch opera¬ 
tions, and got together a confiderable number of battering 
and other engines, for forming a regular fjege. Kaled his ge¬ 
neral, accordingly invefted the place with the van of his army 
while he himfelf laid watte the neighbouring country, great 
part of which belonged to M^lec y and having received a rein* 
forcement of four hundred of the tribe of Daws , he regularly 
formed the fiege of the place, which was defended by the 
idolatrous tribe of the Thakafites , the moft warlike of all the 
Arabs. ^tfWic/uDonthisoccafion was foil’d. Tho’hecarried 


courage 
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upon repulfe from Make. He indeed made fome breaches 
in the wplls of the place, but he was unable to mount them,- 
fo vigorous was the defence made by the Thabaftes ; and thus 
twenty days were fpent in ufelefs attempts to reduce the for- f orme( j 
trefs. In the mean while nothing that could contribute to an ^ 
his fuccefs, was omitted by the prophet. He promifed liber¬ 
ty to all the ttayes that were within the garifon, provided 
they would defert from their matters, and he laid watte all 
the country round* fo that the Tbakafites , had only a prof- 
pe£t of famine before their eyes : but all was ineffectual, and 
at laft in great bitternel's of fpirit, he was obliged to raife the r3 jfed by 

^his difgrace might have been perhaps fatal tp the prophet, Mahomet 

had it not been for his own froptlefs impudence in $11 for- 
ing new revelations to difguife it j and for the immenfe 
ooty he made by being matter of the open country. Fop 
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Waba a town where the 


himfelf in 


id depofited many of their moft valuable effeCts, 
let upon a general mutter of ail his plunder, fournr rj. t 
.......v-.. ... polleffton of fix thoufand captives, twenty four j s | re * 

thoufand camels, forty thoufand fheep, and four thoufand P iu • y 
ounces of filyer, all taken from the enemy. He had at the 
fame time, the fatisfaCtion to fee the tribe of Hawazen , apd 
even Make himfelf embrace his religion, but not before 
$fcey had received a yaluable confederation from the prophet 
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The Hawzenites had all their wives and children who had 
been made Haves, reftored to them. Malec obtained reftitu- 
tion of all his effe&s, and one hundred camels befides, and 
was made commander in chief of all his countrymen, who 
ihould be converted to IJlamifm. 

He gains ^ mu R be confeffed, that upon this occafion Mahomet ac- 
new pro- with wonderful policy and moderation. He foftened the 
f ylites. the rigours of his difciplme to the Arabs ; fo that the moft 
7 * fenfible amongft them, thinking that it was a matter of in¬ 

difference, whether they continued in their own religion or 
embraced his, chofe the latter ; which Mahomot never failed 
to accompany with great liberality and privileges. By fome 
circumftances that have fallen from the Mojlem authors, it 
would feem that the chief of his new converts were tho¬ 
roughly convinced of his impoftures, and did not fometimes 
fpare turning them into ridicule, and upbraid him for his 
impieties. The prophet however, by his boundlefs genero- 
fity, made it their intereft, not only to be filent, but to attach 
themfelves to his caufe j and we are told of many magnificent 
prefents which he made to the heads of the Arab tribes, who 
were his new converts. He could not do this, however, with¬ 
out doing fome injuftice to his old friends, particularly the 
Anfars , and it required the utmoft addrefs of the prophet to 
keep them from mutinying againft him, for his partiality to 
ftrangers. But Mahomet by his wonderful addrefs, and by 
even parting with his own property to them, kept them in 
temper, tho’they fometimes gave him broad hints, that they 
knew him to be no better than an impoftor. We may there¬ 
fore at this time fairly prefume, that the opinion of our pro¬ 
phet’s million was fupported by a confederacy, which it was 
the intereft of his followers to encourage; and indeed, consider¬ 
ing the many grofs inconfiftences he had been driven into, it 
could not have been otherwife. It mult at the fame time 
be owned, that he was attended by many bigots, who found 
it eafy to fwallow the greateft abfurdities. In fhort, every 
thing cofpired to promote his caufe, for whether the luke¬ 
warm converts were fincere or not, they contributed by their 
importance and numbers, to give diftant nations the higheft 

ideas of his power and fuccefs. 

He vifits Tho’ Mahomet had failed in his attempt upon Al Tayef,\ yet 
Mecca he ftill kept up his reputation, by making converts of his 

principal enemies, and by the generous diftribution of all the 
plunder he had made. Before he returned to Medina , he 
repaired in a pilgrim’s habitto Mecca , where he moft devoutly 
vilited the Caaba ; and confirmed Otab , whom he had left 
governor of Mecca ? in his poft as he did Moad, in that of 
Iman or chief prieft. He foon after returned to Medina , 
which he entered amidft the acclamations of his followers. 
It was about this time that Mondar the king of Barem pro- 
feffed himfclf a Mojhm , as did Horeth the Sadaite with all his 

tribe, 
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tribe, upon which they were received into the prophet’s patro¬ 
nage and protection. ' 

Thofe converfions, with that of all the Koretjh , the leading 
tribe in Arabia , as being thedefcendants of IJhmaely fo greatly 
improved the figure of Mahomet amongnft the Arabs in gene¬ 
ral, that this year was denominated the ‘ c year of embaffies”, 
from the great number of ambafladors which came from the 
neighbouring ftates and tribes, to profefs their belief in Ma¬ 
homet, He had at the fame time a fon called Ibrahim , born to 
him by Mary the Copt , which feemed to compleat his felicity, 
for we are told that on this occafion, he treated his friends 
with two lambs, and the infant being fhaved when he was fe- His fon 
ven days old, he diftributed to the poor as much filver as the born, 
hair of the child ( which was all cut off) weighed. Such 
circumftances tho’ otherwife immaterial, ferve to mark the 
great fimplicity of living the prophet had adopted, and the 
extraordinary temperance he always praCtifed. This un¬ 
doubtedly encreafed the vigour of his conftitution, which his 
wives, with whom he continued to indulge himfelf, in the 
moft criminal exceffes, found to be ftill unabated, and every 
day added new victims to his feraglio, to the no fmall morti¬ 
fication of his former wives. The truth is, the prophet feems 
to have been not a little captious in his amours j for he fome- 
times put away his beft beloved wives though, thro’ motives 
of policy, on account of the power of their families, he 
generally took them back. It is extremely difficult, confi- 
dering the prepoffeffion of all the Mojlem authorsin favour of 
their prophet, to give the reader any juft idea of that mixture 
of fear, terror, love, intereft, pride and ambition, which 
at this time operated on every meafure in which our prophet 
was concerned. His fagacity, appears in the agents he made 
life off, whom he chofe fo well that notwithftanding the 
numberlefs expeditions he had on foot, and dangers with 
which he wasbefet, he was feldom or never betrayed. TheCira- He fub- 
bitesy an Arab tribe, whom he had taken into his poffeffion, dues the 
refufed to pay their contributions, being inftigated thereto Caabites 
by the Tamimites , but both tribes were reduced to their duty af¬ 
ter a gentle correction frofn the prophet. 

On this occafion, we cannot help mentioning to his honour, jjj s ] ove 
that Mohamet was one of the greateft patrons of poetry ever 0 f poetry 
known ; for tho’ the Tamimites , had provoked him in a very 7 

high degree, yet when they fent fome of their poets and ora¬ 
tors to make their peace, the prophet was fo well pleafed with 
their compofitions, that he not only reftored them all their 
prifoners, but made them fuch prefents as he generally be¬ 
llowed upon the ambafladors of fovereign princes. It ap¬ 
pears farther, that Mahomet himfelf entertained poets in hjs 
fervice, and that he often took a pleafure in comparing the 
production of his own bards, who feem to have been the 
moft excellent in all Arabia with thofe of others. He had 
not however the meannefs to depriciate the poets who miffed 
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cf the laurel, for, as we have feen, he nobly rewarded thofe 
of the Tamimites , tho’ their produ&ions were far inferior td 

thofe of his own poets. . 

Hej: g But the moft illuftrious proof of our prophet s loye tp poe¬ 
try, was fhowri in his t.reatmeht of Caab, an excellent poet 
His gene- who lived at Mecca. This bard was one of our prophet’s 
rous treat- greateft enemies, and having compofed forhe very fati-? 
nient of rical verfes againA him ; he was excepted out of Mahomet's 
Caab pardon, when he took Mecca and doomed it to deftruftion. 

Upon this, Caab fled from Mecca , but had therefolution, next 
year, to wait upon Mahamet at Medina ; where He repeated 
before him in the Mofque , a very fine poem, which hot only 
difarmed our prophet of all his refentmcnt, but procured 
him his friend&ip, for We are toldj that Mahomet made him 
a prefent of his cloak, which the poet’s family afterwards fold 
to a calif, for about four thoufand pounds Aiding. 

His expe- Mahomet was now arrived at fo high a pitch of glory, as 
dition to to draw upon himfelf the jealoufy of the emperor Heraclius ; 
Tabuc. whofe troops made fome movements upon the frontiers of 

Arabia j which indicated a defign to inyade it. This alarmed 
the prophet, whofe intelligence upon all occafions feems to 
have been early and exa£h He was indeed no ftrahger to the 
degeneracy of the Greeks , but he knew at the fame time* 
their power to be very great, and that one fortunate campaign, 
might ruin all he had been doing. It was now the height of 
fummer, the harveft ready to be cut down, and intollerable 
heats prevailed thro’ all the plains over which the Mojlems 
were to march, before they couid come up with their ene r 
mies. It required all the refolution ahd authority Mahomet 
was mafter of, to put bis army in motion upon this occafion* 
It confifted of no fewer than thirty thoufand men, and the 
fums he was obliged to raife were fuch, as greatly diftrefl’ed 
his principal followers. Mahomet , however, conquered all 
difficulties, and tho’ his army in their march fuffered fo much 
that it was called the troops of difh efs, yet he arrived at 
'Tabuc , a town laying half way between Medina and Damajcm, 
time enough to difconcert all the fchemes of his enemies. 
His appearance at this place, where he lay for three weeks, 
with fo formidable an army, greatly increafed his power and 
reputation. The neighbouring princes and ftates, knowing 
the price of Mahomet's friendfhip and protection ,fenthim am- 
fcaffadors, and either embraced IJlamifm , or fubmitted to pay 
tribute. But, befides the reafons already mentioned, there is 
the lefs reafon to be furprifed, when we reflect upon the in- 
tollerable exactions of the Greek governors, under Heracli us, 
who behaved as fo many tyrants, in their refpeCtive provinces. 
Amongft other princes who fubmitted to Mahomet on this oc- 
cafion, was Tohanna or John fovereign of Ailah and a chrift- 
ian. His territory lay upon, the feacoafb and he obtained 
the prophet’s protection, for himfelf and his fubje£ts, upon 
the condition of his paying for the fame three thoufand pieces 
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of gold every year. His fubmiflion was of great confequence 
to the prophet, as it brought along with it that of moft of the 
trading people in Syria and Arabia Felix , and pleafed Maho¬ 
met fo well, that he made Yohanna a prefent of a rich cloak, 
which the caliphs afterwards purchafed, for about three thou¬ 
sand marks Englifh, and after that, fell into the hands of the 
Ottoman fultans, who depofited it in a gold cheft. 

The fucceffes that attended the impoftor in this expedi- Great fuc. 
tion, were fo ftriking that the Greeks, who had been drawn cefs al¬ 
together againft his dominions, retired with the utmoft pre- tending 
cipitation, which left him at liberty to extend his acquifitions. the fame. 
Two cities of Syria, Jar rah Adrah, fubmitted to pay him an¬ 
nually two hundred Dinars , ( a piece of gold, worth about 
thirteen fliillings and fixpence Englifh, each) and he laid 
other towns and diftriCts under proportional contributions; 

But in the mean while, Kaled was employed in reducingfuch 
as were refractory. Ocaider the chriftian prince of Dowmaty 
fell into his hands, together with the city and forts, and he 
put his brother Hafan to the fword. Kaled , at the fame time, 
carried off, from Occaider’s territories, a large booty, in ca¬ 
mels, horfes, and curiaffes, all which was fo agreeable to 
the prophet that he honoured Ocaider with his proteCton, 
and reftored him to his liberty, upon his confenting to pay 
him an annual tribute. Before Mahomet returned from 


this famous expedition to Talbiic , we are told that he made 
another attempt to convert the emperor Heraclius, but we 
hear of no anfwer that was returned to his application. He 
returned, however, in great triumph to Medina, after, efcaping 
a conspiracy, which fome of his pretended converts had form¬ 
ed againft his life. Mahomet was too well acquainted with 
the ftate of affairs, and the characters of thofe he he had to 
deal with, to be much impofed upon by fuch converfions. 

He eafily judged between the effeCts of zeal and conveniency; 
but he required a ftriCt exterior, that he might keep up a ref- 
peCt for a religion in the minds of the common people, which 
was his chief aim. 

Upon his return to Medina , he difgraced feveral of thofe He pu_ 
pretended converts, by ordering the other Mojlems to hold no niihes 
communication with them, during a certain time ; for having fome of 
declined to attend him to Tabuc, but upon their fubmiflion, the Mcc- 
he pardoned them, ftill grounding every thing he did upon Qens 
revelation, till he at laft found himfelf the abfolute fovereign 
of fall the peninfulaof Arabia. The glory he had acqui¬ 
red by his expedition to Tabuc , and the terror of the great 
b®dy of troopr, he now kept on foot, forced the moft refrac¬ 
tory of the pagan and chriftian Arabs , and even the inhabi¬ 
tants of Al Tlyef, the moft powerful of all thofe idolaters, 
to give up their idols to his mercy, and to fubmit to his 
power. By their fubmiflion the whole warlftcetribe of Tha- 

kif was reduced. 
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The 


ther poli- tablifhed; began to retrad fome of the indulgences, which 
fy ttyro* motives pf conveniency he had fhewn to the idol tribes, 

wfyom he termed aflocjatprs, becaufe they affociated other 
beings in the worihip of God, and called them Gods. He 
pven comprehended certain feds of the chriftians under the 
fame denomination. His zeal for his own religion grew pro- 
portionahly ftrong; he pretended, as has been already obfer- 
yed, that ijlamtfm was no other than a revival of the religion 
of Abraham , and the patriarchs, who worshiped one God ; 
but who wpre extremely ceremonious in performing their de¬ 
votions at the Caaba, the ipoft antient and holy temple in the 
worlds The impofkir being well acquainted with the vaft 
effeds which, fhew, and pomp, has in matters of religion, 
pretended now to reftore this piece of patriarchal devotion to 
all its primitive purity. He received fome countenance in 
this undertaking, from the practice of the idolatrous Arabs 
themfelves, who frequently vifited the Caaba , with extraordi- 
nary marks of devotions, but debafed as the prophet pretend¬ 
ed wjth certain fuperftitious rights, which he now wanted to 


abolifh. This 


hin 


He makes 

Abubeker 


in both characters. 


exacted from his followers an iippl 


the fovereign of his 



finding that the fituatlon of his affairs required 

Medina 


his depa- i^nies, he pitched upon Abubeker to be his vicegerent in per 
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ty 


forming the yifitatian of the Caaba 

be held with great folempity, no fewer than twenty camels 
being devoted to be flain as vidims in the prophet’s name. 


While Abubeker was on his 
dred attendants, Mahom 


fter him, with 



evoke *| 


5 


a frefli chapter of the Koran which he preten _ _ 

ceived from heavqn, and which revoked all the edids, he had 
is edids formerly granted in favour of aflbciators, and all the treaties 

he had concluded with them. Alt, who for expedition faka 
was mounted on the prophet’s favorite flit eared camel, over¬ 
took Abubeker before he reached Mecca \ and in anaflembly of 
the people, he declared himfelf to be the meflenger of the a- 
poftie of God to them, and as fuch he read to them the 
chapter of Koran in question, and made a declaration of four 
points, 5 C Firfl that all idolators be prohibited after that year, 
from coming neat the temple of Mecca \ fecondly that no 
pprfon thereafter fhould prefume to go round the Caaba 
paked •, thirdly thatparadife was open to true believers only ; 
and, fourthly that public faith is to be kept”, It is hard to 
fgYj in what manner the prophet reconciled this laft promul¬ 
gation, with the revocation he had made of his own edids 
and treaties. Every thing however was tranfaded with the 
grca.tefl: decorum ; the victims were killed, and the prophet’s 

21_ A ___J ust ?■ mi • - • . * 


twp deputies returned tq Medina, The joining Al\ 
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jniflion with Abubeker on this occafion, Teems to have been a joins Alt 
refined piece of policy, in the prophet. He lay under more with Abu- 
perfonal obligations to Ali, than he did to any of his follow- leker 
ers, and he was his fon in law befides; but it appears that he 
had not fo great an opinion of his talents for government, as 
he had of Abubeker’s, who was his fenior, and every way 
qualified to fupply the place of the prophet. Mahosnet how¬ 
ever was too wife to give any of his family umbrage by his 
partiality for Abubeker, and diftributed his confidence fo equal- jj* IO 
]y between them, that they appear to have lived all his life 
time in good correfpondence one with another, 



Uiftory of the farther conquejls and death of Mahomet 
and of the caliphs his fucceffors to the year 680 . 


W E fhall forbear in this place to trouble the reader, with jjj g ^ 

the feveral miracles which the prophet was all this ten( jedmi- 
time occafionally performing, fuch as his fortelling the death * ac j es ev J 
of the king of Ethiopia , and his performing his funeral ob- 
fequies long before any account of hjs death arrived at Medina . ** 

Thofq kind of miracles are in general very ill fupported, as 
they reft upon the credit of enthufiafts, and writers, who 
lived long after the time when they have pretended to have 
happened. They are befides gerally void of all the chara&ers 
of a miracle, and eyen that laft mentioned, concerning the 
king of Ethiopia may eafily be accounted for, by means of 
the pigeon meflengers, which might be employed by Maho¬ 
met's correfpondents, and which are fo famous over all that 
country. But in fa£t the Moflem writers have filled his hiftory 
with ftarts and fits of enthufiafm, which they want to pals 
upon the readers, for revelations and miracles. Upon the 
whole therefore, as no credit is due to them 5 we (hall here 

paythem no further notice. 

The reader’s attention will be much better employed inHisfar- 
obferving the progrefs of Mahomet’s power and policy. He ther fuc- 
was now poflefled of ftrength fufficient to crufti all the oppo- cefles 
fition that could be raifed againft him by the petty tribes of 
Arabia ; and the active Kaled was every day propagating his 
dominion with fire andjfwprd. We may therefore find three 
(eras in which our prophet fuited his policy to his fituation. 

The firft was, when he had formed his party at Medina ; and 
when he found it neceflary t;o feafop his new converts in 

blood 
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Taman re¬ 
duced 


Mahomet 
Ioffes his 
fons 


Mood, and a£!s of cruelty. The fecond was from the time 
he took pofleffion of Mecca when he found it expedient to 
ftrengthen and enlarge his power, by a£!s of beneficence and 
humanity: and the laft ora is what we are now treating of, 
when he found himfelf in a condition to give a loofe to his 
natural zeal and cruelty. 

By this time, the great province of Taman , which was go-: 
verned by five kings, embraced tfamifm , or rather pretended 
to do it to prevent being plundered by the prophet, but he 
was now in a condition to make his dominion in temporals to 
wait upon that in fpirituals; and after he had received the 
fubmiffion of the live princes, he fent two of his chief fol¬ 
lowers AbuMufa , and Moad , with a large body of troops to 
govern the province as his lieutenants ; while his other gene¬ 
rals were fuccefsfully employed in deftroying all the remains 
of idolatry in Arabia. 

Tho’ our prophet was now pretty far advanced in years, 
yet he continued to lead a moft voluptous life, among!! his 
wives and women ; but he had the mortification to fee all his 


male ifl'ue die before him. One of his fons Al Kafem had 
been dead for fome time, and Ibrahim his furviving one died 
this year. The prophet could not conceal his fenfibility of 
this affli&ion, and it afforded fome matter of railery to his 
temporifing converts, who reproached him as one whofe 
tail was cut off, that is in their language, as being childlefs. 
But Mahomet knew well, how to repair the mortifications he 
{uttered on this occafion, he pretended to have had an ex¬ 
traordinary interview with the angel Gabriel , who adminif- 
tered to him matter of confolation, and who, after exami¬ 
ning him, declared the prophet to be better verfed than he 
himfelf was in matters of divinity. This reftored him to frefh 
obtains credit among!! his followers. Kola the mo!! powerful man of 
more con - AlTayef^ and his wife, became fincere converts to Ijlamifm , 
verts after long hankering between it and idolatry. The Mojlenu 

of Nairan came in flocks to vifit Mecca , to which they were 
conduced, by the prophet’s orders, and Firu» a perfon of 
great emminence embraced Ijlamifm. His example was follow¬ 
ed by Farwar , lieutenant in Syria to the emperor Heraclius , 
whofe converfion was attended with fome magnificent pre¬ 
fects he fenttothe prophet. It appears, however, that Farwars 
defign was only to engage the prgphet to proted! him again!! 
his matter, who foon after put him to death. This year the 
prophet fent Ali to reduce fuch of the inhabitants in Nairan , 
who were either chriftians oridolators, to Ijlamifm ; in which 
he feems to have fucceeded pretty well partly by force and 
partly by treaty. Upon thole chriftians who held out, and 
whom Mahomet would have found great difficulty in reducing, 
a fevere tribute was impofed, and the treaty with the impof- 
tor, was figned by Said the chriftian prince of that country 
and by Jefujah his bifhop, both of them of the Jacobite pro- 
feffion, and who by means of rich prefents, befides the ftipu- 
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lated tribute Obtained froth the prophet, and hi$ gerieral All, 

fome indulgence in point of religion* 

The affairs of the prophet were now fo well effabliflied that vifits Met* 
he refol ved to fet out for Mecca, and there to perform what he ca. 
called the, pilgrimage of FalediRion$ which was t? ferve as a 
model for all fucceeding pilgrimages, of the fame kind. 

To imp refs his followers with the greater reverence for his 
million* he took care that his journey from Medina to Mecca, 
which could not be performed. in lefs, than twelve days, 
fhould he as magnificent as poflible. Hk train, upop this 
occafion* we are told* confided of upwards of an hundred 
thopfand people, and .the camels which tarried, the pavilion 
in which his wives and concubines were ppclofed, made hq 

final! part of the proeeffipij. His fird car.e, before fetting 
out, was to anoint himfelf, and the pilgrimage was pro¬ 
claimed with the greated folemnity throughout all Arabia r 
A vad number of camels, deftined for vi<dims, attended 
him, and innumerable were the prayers he faid, and the 
incurvations he performed while he was upon the journey* 

The Caaba itfelf is part of a large building, of a fquare form* 
ivventy-four cubits in length, from north to fouth j twenty- 
three in breadth, from ead to wed; and twenty-feyen in 
height. Within it are two.dopes, a white one and a black 
one, which the fuperdion of the times rendered obje&s of 
idolatry, and which are now held in the higheft veneration 
by tbe Mahometans. As to the decorations of the Caaba 
itfelf, many of them are diver, and the whole of them are as 
magnificent as the Mahometan religion admits of; and, ac- 
cording to the bed information we have, the whole edifice is 
enclofed within a feparate roof, and by feparate walls. But 
the truth is, as we have no defcriptiori of it, but from in¬ 
accurate Mojlem writers, all Cbri/iians being prohibited ac- 
cefs tp it, our ideas, of it are but confined, vve underftand, 
however, that this holy houfe, for, in fome refpefts, itfeems 
torefemble the houfe of Loretto, is inclofed within a fquare 
colopade, fupported by no lefs than four hundred and forty- 
eight pillars, and adorned by thirty-eight gates ; the whole 
farmo.unted with a number of fmall cupolas, and minarets 
or turkiih deeples, all of them gilded, and making a very 
pleafing appearance. The Mojlem traditions, concerning 
the antiquity and fan&ity of. this holy houfe, are abfurd in 
the higeft degree; but we mud not forget, that near it dands. 

Under a neat cupola, the famous well of Zemzem, which, be¬ 
ing probably an excellent mineral, is held by the Arabs to 
have miraculous virtues in the cure of many difeafcs, 
and, when drank with faith, is reckoned to be of fovereign 
efficacy in removing all fpiritual maladies. 

The ridiculous ceremonies obferved by Mahomet, when he Account 
graved at this place of pilgrimage, are to this day obferved of his pil- 
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by his followers, and form the main part of their devotion*. 
We are told he entered Mecca , which is twice as large and 
populous as Medina , as he did when he firft made himfelf 
matter of it, and ftationed his men in feveral pofts about 
the city; after his arrival at the Caaba , the ceremonies he 
performed were plainly of idolatrous original, and thofe, too* 
rank in their kind. He kifled, with great fervency, the cor¬ 
ner of the black ftone, already mentioned j he run threi 
times, and walked four times round'the Caaba ; went to a 
place, whence tradition fays Abraham flood, repeated his fa- 
lutation to the black ftone, then going out of the city, he 
made folemn proclamation of his belief in the unity of God, 
in the following fhortfentences, u God is great; There is 
no God but God,” and the like ; he then fkipt and walked 
feven times between two mountains, lying in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Mecca , and made ufe of a number of franticgeftures, 
by looking behind and round him, in imitation of Hagar , 
feeking water for her fon. He next went to Arafet , a third 
mountain, where he made a fermon to the people, to inftru<ft 
them in the ceremonies of the pilgrimage, and he clofed the 
whole of that day’s exercifes, with prayers and exhorta¬ 
tions. 

Next morning, before fun-rife, he rofe from the ground, 
where he flept all night, prayed in the Caaba , and then, in 
imitation of Abraham , who had put the devil to flight in 
that manner, he threw feven ftones at three pillars, repeat¬ 
ing, as he threw every ftone, “ God is great.” This was 
performed in the valley of Mina , and is repeated to this 
day by every pilgrim. Mahomet next flew the viftims, again 
harangued the people, and produced a frefh paflage of the 
Coran, in confirmation of his million; and the whole ce¬ 
remony was finifhed, by giving the remains of the vi&ims to 
the poor, after the rich had fed heartily upon them. We 
are told, however, that the pilgrims at prefent, after the 
victims are devoured, (have their heads and cut their nails, 
and bury whatthey fhave and cut off in the fame place ; and 
that they then take a folemn leave of the Caaba . 

We mould not have been thus particular in the relation 
of thofe ridiculous ceremonies (of which, however, many 
are omitted, that were pradtifed by the prophet, and are {till 
fo by his followers) had not feveral authors, in fome repu¬ 
tation for learning, fpoke favourably of Mahomet , on ac¬ 
count of the fimplicity of his dodfrine, as they term it, and 
his abhorrence of idolatry. Whereas, by the beft accounts 
we have, even from Mojlem authors, their worfliip upon this 
oecaiion, which is the moft folemn they know, is, in fadt, 
a fcene of difguifed idolatry, drawn from the practice of 
Pagan ages, which Mahomet found himfelf obliged to adopt, 
on account of their antiquity, and the rooted prepoflefliona 

of 
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of the Arabs* The Mojlern accounts of this peregrination is 
interlarded .with a (tale miracle performed by the prophet’s 
tatnel, who kneeled down in reverence, as he was pronoun¬ 
cing a paffage in the Coran . And this ridiculous incident 
has been celebrated, with uncommon pains, by the fa¬ 
vourers of our prophet and his religion. The reader 
is to remark, that the whole of this celebrated pilgrimage 
took up nine days, that the pilgrims were dreft in a par¬ 
ticular habit, facred to that devotion j and that Mahomet re¬ 
peated the fame upon the' arrival of Ali^ who having been 
abfent before, infilled upon being initiated into the facred 
myfteries. Mahomet , before he left Medina , on this occafion, 
reformed the Arab kalender, which had run into great con- 
fufion, by occalionally transferring feveral facred, to other, 
months ; and by certain intercalations, which they learhed 
of the Jews, for the conveniency of reducing their Lunar to 
Solar years. The reader, perhaps, needs not be putin mind, 
that, by a tradition from the prophet, the Mahometan , who 
does not once in his life-time perform the pilgrimage at 
Mecca , may as well die a Jew or a Chrijltan. 

We are now come to the eleventh year of the Hejra , which Hei. i r. 
Was the laft of the prophet’s life. He had received the fub- 
milfion of a conftderable Arab tribe, in the province of Ya- He lends 
man , where Moad commanded, and adminiftered to them out an ar- 
the oath of allegiance. Mahomet was extremely pleafed with my under 
this acquifition, which was fignified to him, by an embafly Ofama. 
from the new converts, confuting of no fewer than an hun¬ 
dred perfons. Soon after, he came to a refolution of lignally 
avenging the death of his favourite fervant Zeid, who, as we 
have already feen, was killed in the battle of Muta. With 
this view he put Ofama , Zeid ’s fon, a youth of no more than 
twenty years of age, at the head of hir troops, and gave him 
Abubeker , with fome of his moft experienced generals, to 
ferve under him, together with the great ilandard of IJlamifm . 

But it was plain, at this time, that the prophet’s health was 
declining, which obliges us to look back to the time of the 
liege of Al Kamus , when he killed the giant Marhab. 

This champion had a lifter, whofe name was Hareth ■> who. Account 
after Mahomet had taken the place, invited him to eat part 0 f the 
of a lhoulder of mutton, of which the impoftor was par- poifon 
ticularly fond, and which Hareth , to revenge her brother’s that occa- 
death, impregnated with a very ftrong poifon. Bajhar, one fi 0n ed his 
of Mahomet's attendants, having eaten of the mutton, in- death, 
ftantly dropt down dead. The prophet, had tailed it, and 
though he immediately fpit it out of his mouth, he found 
himfelf poifoned, and ordered the remaining part to be burnt. 

Hareth , being queftioned by Mahomet, for this execrable aft, 

Ihe made aniwer, “ That flie knew, if he was a prophet, 
the poifon could have no eftedt upon him, and if he was not. 


that it muft have delivered them from his tyranny. 


It is 
laid 




Two im- 

poftors 

ftart pp j 


one of 

them af- 
faffinated. 


Account 
of Mah ti¬ 
me t' s 

death. 


A GlNlRAL HISTORY 

faid that he gave tip Hareth to the power of Bafhar* $ parents, 

who put her to death. 

Be this as it will, it is pretty certain, that in the year we 
treat of, he felt the effects of the poifon encreafe to fuch q 
degree, that it affefted the whole mafs of his blood, and threw 
him into the moft excruciating pains. He had the firft 
fymptom of his approaching end in the apartment of Ze - 
nobia y one of his favourite wives, and being vifited by Ea- 
Jhar's mother, he told her that he was tormented by the 
fame poifon which had put an end to her fon’s life. Ac¬ 
cording even to (omtMoJlejn accounts, for which there feems 
to be great probability, the prophet, ever fince he tailed the 
poifon, which was three years before, had, at intervals, 
been affli£led with moft violent agonies j and it was vifible 
he could not long furviye. 

His illnefs, undoubtedly, encouraged two impoftors, like 
himfelf, to take up his trade, and to declare themfelves pro¬ 
phets. Their names were Mofeilama , and Awfad , called, 
in deteftation, by the Arabs , the two lyars. The former 
was of the province of Yamama , the latter of Najran\ 
both of them were men of abilities and power in their own 
countries j and made fo formidable a progrefs as greatly 
alarmed the prophet, Afwad , in particular, poffeffed fome 
qualities of an impoftor in common with Mahomet himfelf, 
He was eloquent, a gift which he faid he owed to two angels, 
with whom he was yery converfant; and he was poffeffed of 
a certain faculty of legerdemain, or juggling, which took 
greatly with the lower kind of people. Having by thefe 
means got together a vaft following, he declared himfelf to 
be a prophet, and made himfelf matter of Al Tayef, Najran, 
and Yatnan , three of the beft of Mahomet' s provinces. His 
progrefs, which was owing to Mahomet's illnefs, alarmed 
that impoftor fo greatly, that he fent orders to certain of his 
trufty affaffins, anlongft the tribes who believed-in him, 
to difpatch him, A confpiracy was accordingly formed 
againft Afwad, at the head of which was one Kais, and they 
found means to gain over AJwad' s own wife, whofe former 
hufband that impoftor had murdered. By her means the 
confpirators were introduced into Afwad's houfe, where 
they cut off his head, while his wife was perfuading his 
guards that the noife he was making to be refeued, was 
owing to the holy fpirit, by which he was then agitated, 
This confpiracy to deftroy Afwad , had been, fo well laid by 
the prophet, that he ventured to predift his death, before any 
accounts of it came, which his deluded followers attributed 
to an information he received from the angel Gabriel. 

The death of Maho?net was of a piece with his life, full 
of deceit and hyprocrify, when the paroxifms of his difteiiH 
per, which were very violent, gave him leave to pra6life 
them. He, however, had intervals, in which he was at eafe, 
and, during them, he gave his orders with the feme cahnnefs 
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as ufual. But finding himfelf growing worfe, he aflembled 
together all his wives, and defired to be left to the care of 
faejha, to whofe apartment he was immediately carried* 

Here he grew worfe, and complaining he was all on fire, 
ordered the women who were prefent to pour large buckets 
full of water upon him, which gave him fo much relief, that 
next day, he went, fupported by a friend, to a mofque, where 
he faid prayers, and made an exhortation to the people* 

Upon this, as upon many other occafions, he gave a proof 
how coverfant he was with the writings and hiftory of the 
Old Teftament. For, mounting his pulpit, he made an ap¬ 
peal to his people, of pretty much the fame nature as that 
made to the people of Ifrael , by the prophet Samuel , before 
he refigned the government; inviting thofe he had wounded 
in perfon or reputation, to take fatisfadfion of him in kind ; 
and defiring all whom he had wronged in money-matters 
to make their demands upon him. No claimant immediately- 
appearing to the laft invitation, he continued his prayers 
and fermon j but, at laft, a fellow, probably by the conni¬ 
vance of the prophet himfelf, entered his demand upon him 
for about fix fhillings, which the prophet moft meekly paid i 
faying, “ that it was better to fufter in this world than in 
the next.” 

This glaring, and, indeed, abfurd, piece of hypocrify 
in a public robber of provinces and kingdoms, had great 
effe# in the impoftor’s favour. It was attended by repeat¬ 
ed effufions of enthufiafm. He aflumed, as he generally did, 
the office of mediator between God and the Mojlems , 
who had been killed fighting under his ftandardj and had 
the impudence to declare, that God, having given him his 
choice of this world and the next, he had preferred the latter* 

Upon this Abuheker , who, upon the news of the prophet’s 
illnefs, had come to Medina , from the army, burfting into 
tears, called out, 44 That they had given him the entire dif- 
pofal of t heir fouls.” 

While we are upon this moft fhining period of Mahomet* s R e flec- 
hiftory, as a prophet, we cannot help remarking, that either ions upon 
the Mojlem hiftorians are unfaithfully tranflated, or that no- his hifto- 
thingcanbe more ridiculous, incoherent, and filly, than what ry> 
palled i,n this, and all other interviews between the prophet 
and his followers; Their converlations are vague, declama¬ 
tory, and ill fupported ; their revelations and miracles were 
fo many cheats, eafy to be carried on, by cojlufion working 
upon credulity. Nor haye we, in all tneir tranfa&ions, a 
fingle one, that carries with it any cahradfers of magnani¬ 
mity, humanity, or charity. We h.ave already obfervetf the 
motives that might influence their leader to fuch of his ac¬ 
tions as bore any refemblance to thofe virtues j and it is 
plain, from the whole tenor of his condudf, that he was en¬ 
tirely guided by motives of intereft; and on all occafions, 
when thofe ceafcd, he relapfed into his natural cruelty and 

barbarity; 



• «t 


* * 


$0 


and his 
policy. 


His lift 

will. 


A General history 

barbarity ; but, indeed, the incongruity and impertinence <rf 
his jargon is not peculiar to this our prophet’s age and coun- 
try, England above a century ago, Was under the fcourge of 
enthufiafts, who, in their prayers j converfatioh, and great 
part of their conduct, feem to have copied after Mahomet, 

Be this as it will, it is certain,* that ,the plan of empire 
which our prophet putfued and left behind him," did not 
partake of his difcourfe or dodtrine, 7 for, it. was one of 
the moft permanent.that the : world ever beheld;. We are far 
from pretending to fay that Mahomet was void of real enthu- 
iiafm; if he had been fo, he never could have completed, as he 
did,his great defigns. Buttheri, his was a fpeciesof enthufiafm 
that never affecfted his condu<ft as a politician or general} it 
was made up of perfidy apd deceit, which had taught him 
they were the juftifi able means for attaining his ends.' - There, 
feems, however, to have been in his councils a great fpirit of 
Intrigue and fel f-intereft, which the prophet fometimes found 
difficult to manage. It is certain, as we have already hinted,* 
that Abubeker had the greateft (hare Of his efteem, but the 
power of Alt, Omer , and many other great men about him,’ 
made him extremely cautious how he proceeded in naming his 
fucceffor. He intimated his intention, however, ift a moft 
artful manner, without expreffing it. He had always made 
his political fundtions fubfervient to his prophetical, or fa- 
cerdotal character ; and finding himfelf now near his end, 
he employed Abubeker , on all occafions, to fupply his place, 


ers or to preach in public: 


when he was too weak to fay pray 
this had the defired effedf, as we mall fee hereafter. 

The prophet being carried back to his wife’s apartment, - 
had a violent relapfe of his diforder, and complained that no 
prophet ever fuffered fo much as he did. One of his laft 
adfions was to fend for the chiefs of his faithful Anfars of 
Medina , to whom he gave in charge, as his laft will, firft to 
clear Arabia of all idolators j fecondly, in matters of privi¬ 
lege, to make no diftindtion between themfelves and their 
profelytesj^ and, laftly, to employ themfelves inceflantly in 
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different religion is not permitted to be exercifed for pecu¬ 
niary confiderations. 

He grows On the Friday before he died, he was, according to the 
delirious. Mojlem authors, obliged to defire Abubeker to officiate for him 

mthemofque j but finding himfelf able to be carried thither, 
he pronounced fome prayers, tho’ with fo feeble a voice, 
that Abubeker was obliged to repeat them aloud to the 
people. Upon his return to his wife’s apartment, he con¬ 
verted with his friends upon matters of religion, and called 
for pen, ink, and paper, to give them fome written direc¬ 
tions with regard to their conduct. Though the Mojlem 
authors pretend that this was the effe& of a delirium} occa- 
fiohed by the violence of his diforder, yet great fufpicions 
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arife from it tfrat fte was capable both of reading and wri¬ 
ting, though he thought fit to diflemble both, that he might 
give the more fupernatural appearance to his million. It is 
certain, that nothing of his conduCfc, during his laft mo- 
inents, appeared delirious. But we are told that Omar ob¬ 
jected to the bringing him materials for writing, becaufe he 
had always profeiled himfelf unable either to read or write* 
and becaufe the Coran was afufficient directory both for their 
faith and practice^ But others in the company, who perhape 
were more in the fecret of his hypocrify, or rather, lefs cau¬ 
tious of concealing it, were for gratifying the prophet in his 
demand, and words ran fo high, that the prophet ordered 
them ail to depart out of the room, becaufe the prefence of 
a prophet, as he faid, was not a place for them to difpute in.- 
Soon after this, Ojjamar , with forfte of his chief, officers, 
who, with his army, had continued encamped at Jorf, fronjt 
the time he heard of the prophet’s illnefs, within a frnall 
difiance of Medina , came to pay their laft duty to the pro¬ 
phet ; they were admitted to his prefence, but found him in 
a.fainting fit. He recovered, however, fo well, as toi give 
the general his benediction, but we know of no orders he 
gave concerning his fucceffor; which, undoubtedly, was 
expeCted upon this occafion. Soon after this, the prophet His death, 
expired, on the twelfth day of the Rabi, which anfwers to 
the ieventeenth of June , in .the eleventh year of the 
Hejra, and of Chrift 632, and in the fixty-third, or, as others 
fay, the fixty-fifth year of his age. 

We have already been fo copious upon the character of this Competi- 
impoftor, that we can add nothing to it here but fome par- t ion about 
ticulars, which (hew how deeply his arts had wrought upon hj s fitccef- 
the brains of his followers. At firft they would not believe f or < 
that he was dead, but that, like Jefus, he had afcertded into 
heaven, from whence, in a (hort time, he would return. 

This opinion was warmly infilled upon by Omar , and the 
bulk of the people, and difputes ran fo high between them 
and Abubeker , and AP Abas, the prophet’s uncle, who main¬ 
tained that he was actually dead, that Ofamar , who had 
countermanded the march of the troops into Syria, returned, 
with his army, to Medina, in order to preferve the public 
tranquility, till a new fucceffor to the prophet, or, as the 
Arabs termed him, a new califf fhould be chofen. 

The chief competitors for this high dignity of fucceeding Account 
Mahomet, feem to have been Abu'eker , Omar , and Ah. The 0 fthecan*» 
latter had certainly the belt-grounded pretenfions on account ablates, 
of his early converfion, his zeal, his fervices, and his dou¬ 
ble relation, of fon-in-law, and coufin-germain, to the pro¬ 
phet. Mahomet , in his laft moments, had taken care to com¬ 
mit the difpofal of his body, and his burial, both which were 
attended with innumerable purifications and ceremonies, 
to Ali ; all which employed him lo much, that be had very 
little time to canvas for his election. But his greateft mil- 
Vol. VI. G fortune 
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fortune lay, in having for his enemy, Ayejha> the favourite 
wife of Mahomet , who, befides that honour, was the repo- 
fitory of all his greateft fecrets, and the daughter of Abubeker, 
all which gave her a kind of decifive intereft in the approach¬ 
ing election. We are likewife told, that fhe was a woman 
of great intellectual perfections, and no lefs beauty. 

Alt had incurred this lady’s difpleafure, by accufing her 
on account of the noCturnal ramble with Sofwin , already 
mentioned, of incontinency to the prophet, and which fhe 
never could forgive. Omar’s pretenfions to be califf Teems 
to have been founded, upon his own great credit with the 
Mojlems ; and the intereft of his daughter, Hajja , both 
■which were fo very confiderable, that the prophet having, 
on account of her indifcreet jealoufy of Mary the Copt , re¬ 
pudiated her, was obliged to receive her back to his bed. 
It is here likewife proper to rnention, that there was a very 
tender and unufual friendfhip between Haffa and Ayejha, fo 
that the latter likewife was in the intereft of Omar. 

The circumftance of Mahomet’s death, however, was a 
very embarrafling one. Omar threatened to have recourfe to 
arms; but Abubeker , afking the people, whether they wor- 
fhipped Mahomet , or the God of Mahomet , and telling them, 
that if the latter was the objeCt of their worfhip, they were 
in the right j but that the former was fubjeCt to certain 
death as other mortal beings. This obfervation, which is, 
perhaps, the moft fenfible one we meet with among the 
Mojlems , being feafo'nably ftrengthened, by certain quo¬ 
tations from the Coran , brought the people over to Abubeker 's 
Abubeker opinion. But nothing lefs than the authority of Ofamar , 
chofen and the prefence of his troops, would have been effectual for 
'Califf. preventing the Mohajerin and the Anfars , two feCts that have 

been already defcribed, from coming to blows, about their 
feveral rights of electing a fuceefior to the prophet. At firft 
it v/as propofed that each fliould electa Califf, but that pro- 
pofal being rejeCted, Abubeker himfelf named Omar , and 
Abu Obeidah. The reader is here to obferve that Alt, buffed 
in the charge of the prophet’s burial, v/as not prefenton this 
occafion, which probably was the reafon why Omar was not 
chofen j and the latter being afraid, that the intereft of Alt 
might be greater than his, inftantly waved his pretentions, by 
refigning them to Abubeker , who was recognized for Califf 
by-all prefent; Omar himfelf being the firft to fwear fealty 
to him. 

Forces All The firft ufe which Abubeker made of his high power, was 
to ac- to order Omar to repair with a body of troops to the houfe 
' know- where Ali was aflembled in confutation with his friends, 
ledgehim. an d to burn it about them, if he and they did not immedi¬ 
ately recognize his ele&ion. In Omar’s abfence Abubeker , 
. who affeCted great difinterettednefs and humility, offered to 
reiign his new dignity to Ali , if the people thought him 
more worthy of it j but this ferved only the more to ffx them 
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in their new choice, and AU, finding-how matters Went* • 
acquiefced in their election ; as he had not only the voice of 
the people, but the intereft of Omar, the prophet’s wives, 
and that of the principal Moflcms , againft himu It appears 
however, that both he and Omar afterwards-found they had 
been outvvited by Abubeker, and that they repented of having 
recognized him. 

Abubcker , by his great abilities, both in peace and war, Chara&er 
juftified the partiality that Mahomet had always (hewn in his °f Abubt* 
favour. He was, at the time of his. ele&tion, paft fixty years her. 
of age; his perfon tall and thin, his complexion fwarthy, 
and the hair both of his head and beard tinged with the juice 
of a plant, called Al y Catam , and that of the Cyprus tree,- 
called Al ’ Henna , which gave them a beautiful red colour 
and which, had been made ufe of by the prophet for the fame 
purpofes. In his living he was exceffively abftemious, regu¬ 
lar in his devotions, and held money in the higeft contempt. 

Some of the Mojlem authors affirm, that Mahomet named 
him to his wives, as his fucceflbr, but they oppofed him with a 
vehemence, which (hewed they put no great value upon his 
divine character, for which they Were reproached by the 
prophets. When the body of Mahon et, after being proper¬ 
ly purified by Ali , and gone through all its ablutions, came 
to be buried, a new difpute arofe amongft his followers* 
concerning the proper place of its interment. But the new 
califf hearing fome propofe Mecca and others Jerufalem , 
put a (lop to all'farther altercations, by faying, that he had 
heard Mahomet declare, that a prophet ought to be buried on 
the very fpot where he dies. This was mod: punctually per- Mahomet. . 
formed, a grave was dug under the floor of Ayejha’s apart- buried, 
ment, where the prophet died and his body remained, into 
which it was depofited by Ali, and Al' Abas his uncle; and 
then the grave, which had been 'cafed with bricks, was filled 
up with earth, and is to this day difcernable by a fmall con¬ 
vexity. 

Thofe circumftances are not in themfelves important, but 
they become fo through the veneration which the followers 
of Mahomet (till retained for his bod.y^ and the vaft miftakes 
into which writers have been l'ed’; upon that head. Some 
have pretended that it was fufpended, by two magnets, in 
the air; and this foolifli opinion has generally prevailed in 
Chriftendonm Others pretend that his body was buried at 
Mecca , and the ignorant Turks at this time believe fo, and on 
that account hold that city in a double degree of veneration. 

It is incredible what defolation thofe abfurdities have wrought 
in the world. 

Notwithftanding matters were thus quieted at Medina , ftfany of 
things did not go io fmoothly on in other parts of the new the Arabs 
califf’s dominions. The immortality of the prophet had revolt. . 
been ftrongly imprefled upon great numbers of his followers, 
who, finding him actually dead, relapfed to their former 
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profeflions, thofe of Chriftianity, Judaifm, or Paganifm; ma-* 
ny of them had even gone off from Iflamifm during the latter 
part of the prophet’s life, and no fewer than eleven tribes 
are enumerated, who relapfed then, and after his death. 

The Meccans had never been entirely reconciled to his 
authority, and Otab , Mahomet’s governor of that city, appre- 
henfive of a revolt, had fecreted himfelf from the people’s 
fury. But Sohail , one of the heads of the Koreijh, prevented 
any revolution of that kind, by his feafonable reprefenta- 
tions, from taking place. It is laid he compafled his end, 
by remonftrating upon the folly and difgrace of their in- 
conftancy. But their acquiefcence may be much more na¬ 
turally accounted for. 

Mai tomety for many of his impieties and cruelties,was perfo- 
nally obnoxious to the Meccans , and his great empire had de¬ 
volved upon abubeker , who was their fellow citizen, in high 
elteern for his virtue and fancbity, and fully able by his 
power, either to punifil or reward thbm. As to religion, 
it appears to be a matter of great indifference to them, and 
they had reafon to think, that their civil concerns were fafe 
under Abubeker. In fhort, they profeffed themfelves, and 
continued to be, true 'Aojlems. But this was not the cafe 
with the apoftate tribes. Some of them thought that Maho- 
met\ death fufficiently evinced him to be an impoftor; and 
others, not having the fame regard for Abubeker that they 
had for his predeceffor, refufed to pay the tribute impofed 
upon them by the prophet, and betook themfelves to arms. 

Abubeker was too good a politician, not to forefee the ,dif- 
agreeable confequences, if this rebellion was fuffered to ga¬ 
ther flrength. He inftantly difpatched Kaled , who was a 
general remarkable for expedition, and for his hatred to all 
leers who differed from the Mojlems , at the head of four thou- 
fand nve hundred men, to chaftife the rebels j which he ac- 
cordingty did with great (laughter, and brought back to 
Medina an immenfe booty in effe&s and Haves. Malec , an 
Arab prince, famous for his fkill in poetry and chivalry, 
and at that time at the head of another body of Arabs who 
refufed to pay the tribute, feeing the fate of the other rebels, 

reverted to Iflamifm, and fubmitted himfelf to. Kaled, with 
a tender of all that was demanded from him. But the bar¬ 
barian, getting him in his power, (hoick off his head, which 
PH* f n intire end to the rebellion in that part of Arabia. 
Abubeker , who was a fbritSb judiciary, and far from being 
naturally cruel* would have put Kaled to death for this in- 

but was prevailed upon by Omar tofpare him. 

Mofetlama^ the impoftor we have mentioned, who was 
Mahomet s rival in his pretences to a divine miftion, was 
(till in the held, at the head of a great number of followers, 
in the province of Tatnama , of which he had made himfelf 
jole maftcr. Abubeker at firft fent Ackramah and Serjabil again ft 

but they proving too weak, Kaled was ordered to join 

them 
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them with his viftorious troops, by which the Mojlem army 
amounted to forty thoufand combatants. At firft Mofeilama 
defeated Kaled , with confiderable lofs. Eut the latter renew¬ 
ed his attack with fo much vigour, that he difperfed the im- 

f ioftor’s troops, and put him, wi$h ten thoufand of his fol- 
owers, tothe fword. About the fame time, a feparate bo¬ 
dy of rebel tribes were defeated at Baheira , by AV Ola , ano- 

Abubeker ’s generals, who killed great numbers 
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when we confider him upon the whole, his genius feems to 
have been, in all refpefts, fuperior even to that of Mahomet . 

Twelve years of almoft conftant war had difciplined his Tub* 
jefts into the beft troops in the world. The expences of 
his government were but very fmall, and the riches he re¬ 
ceived from his conquered and reduced dominions were im- 
menfe. He faw the two people, the Greeks and the Per fans, 
who only could oppofe his progrefs to univerfal empire, de¬ 
clining from one degree of luxury to another. The Greeks 
were torn, divided, and weakened, by their mad and abfurd 
difputes concerning religion ; their emperor was hated by 
one party of his fubjefts, and difregarded by the other. The 
governors of his provinces were fo many independent ty¬ 
rants, who had no regard to their own or their matter’s ho¬ 
nour ; many of his provinces had forgot even the ufe of arms, 
and thofe who ftill retained any warlike difpofitions, were 
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intirely fenfxble of the vaft advantages he had, and refolved 
to improve them while his followers were yet warm with 
enthufiafm, and fpirited on all Tides by viftorj. Ofamar, 
his favourite general, was, as we have already feen, but a 
young man, and Kaled in the vigour of his age, and both of 
them well fitted to head their troops in perlon, through the 
dangerous and difficult marches they were to undertake. 

Revenge was natural, and held to be meritorious with 
thofe barbarians. Ofamar , who had never laid afide his de- pare'toin- 
fign of taking vengeance for his father’s blood, made a moft y a d e 
furious irruption into Syria, where, after killing the man 
who flew his father, he laid all watte with fire and fword in 
thofe parts, and returned in triumph to Arabia. This ir¬ 
ruption, however, was only meant as an eflay towards what 
might be done with a greater force, and Abubeker, finding 
by the report of Ofamar , that, the conqueft of all Syria was 
prafticable, fummoned a meeting of all his chief fubjefts 
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■af Medina and acquainted them in the letters of fummon 
that his intention was to take Syria out of the hands of the 
infidels, and that all wars, undertaken to propagate true 
religion, were a&s of obedience to God. The appearance, in 
confequenceof this fummons, was extremely warlike, and nu¬ 
merous ; and it required no great fliare .of eloquence to per- 
fuade men, impelled at once by Enthufiafm and avarice, to 
attempt the conqueft of the fineft and the richeft provinces 
jon the earth, fo that they all called out to be led into the field. 
They were at this time encamped upon the hills and grounds 
iurrounding Medina , and the behaviour of Abubeker and his 
generals were fuch as isfeldom to be parellelcd in hiftory. 
Abu Obeidab was appointed to advance firfly with a body of 
twenty thoufand men, towards the frontiers of Syria , and 
provifions growing fcarce about Medina , the reft of the ar¬ 
my under the command of Tozid fet out foon after. They 
were attended to fome diftancefrom Medina by Abubeker him- 
felfonfoot, after he had given them a folemn benedidfion, 
and prayed for their fuccefs, on the top of a hill, in full 
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light 


He then addrelled his generals 


to inform them, that he knew no difference between them- 
felves and him, with regard to exterior diftindtions of gran¬ 
deur, but that the fervice of God, and the propagation of 
true religion, was the aim of them all. 

Tho’ this was a war both of religion and rapine, yet the 
Her’s in- inftru&ions given by Abubeker , to his general Tozid , deferve 
ftruftions f° r the moft part to be faithfully tranfmitted, for their wif- 
to his we- dom and humanity. u Tozid , faid he” “ treat thy foldiers 
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Abule 


pgrals 


with lenity and companion. Upon all doubtful emergencies, 
take the opinion of your officers, and be fare to infpire them 
with courage and intrepidity, when they are before the face of 
an enemy. After you have gained a victory iparc the aged, the 
women and children $ cut not down palm trees, nor fet fire 
to corn fields. Deftroy not fruit trees, and Hay no more cat¬ 
tle than are fufficient for the ufe of the army. Let your en¬ 
gagements be facred, and fpare all thofe religious perfons, 
whom yoafhall find in facred places, which you are likewife 
to fpare. As to thofe imps of fatan’s fynngogue who fh'ave 
.their crowns, you are to cleave their ffiulls, and put them to 
th.e fword, unlefs they confent either to pay tribute, or em¬ 
brace our faith.” Tt is perhaps not eafy to determine, who 
are meant by thofe imps of fatan, whom the califf feems to 
be fo much incenfed againft. As eccleiiaftica! tonfure was be-, 
ginning to be frequent about this time, he might mean cither 
the Romijh or the Greek monks, who often wandered about 
without any place of abode; or he might mean a particular feet 
of the. Jews, whom the Mojlems in general hated worfe than 
they did the Cbri/iians. After giving thofe inftrudtions the 
grand army proceeded on its march, and the califf’returned 

to Medina, . . 
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The emperor Heraclius was not wanting to himfelf liporf They de- 
fo dangerous and fo alarming an occafion. In a council of feat the 
his great men at Damafcus , he reproached them for their im- Greeks. 
pieties, and put them in mind that they had now nothing but 
their own courage to trull to ; and at the fame time he order¬ 
ed a ftrong body of men to obferve the motions of the drabs. 
who had now advanced as far as Todun in the neighbourhood 
of Gaza. A pretty fmart engagement foon enfued, but great¬ 
ly to the difadvantage of the Greeks , who loll twelve hundred 
men, while their enemies loft no more than one hundred and ‘ 

twenty. This Ikirmilh was followed by jnany others, but 
nothing decilive happened, . and Abubeker feemed about this 
time to have begun to be dillatisfied with YozuVs. condudl. 

He had ordered the richeft of the fpoils, which his army made 
in their march, to befent to himfelf, and he made fuch a dis¬ 
play of them, at Mecca and other parts of his dominions, that he 
loon raifed another army which he fent to fupport the 
iirft 

Any prince, however, but one who ruled over a people Abubeker 
blindly devoted to his will, and to the caufe for which they changes 
fought, might have been ruined by the conduft he obferved his gene- 
on this occafion. For he ordered the command of his army rals. 




in Syria, to be taken from Yozid , and given to Said ; with 


a fet of inftru£tions for his condudl. He, next, to pleafe 
Omar, who feemed to difapprove of that choice, took 
the command from Said , and gave him orders to fup¬ 
port Abu Obeidab in Palefiine. Said gave a moft exal- 

proof of obedience on this occafion, for when 


ted 


the 


califf’s melfenger, demanded the great ftandard, which 
was the badge of fupreme command, he readily refign- 
ed it, laying, it was a matter of great indifference to him 
who received it, as he was determined to light under it 
for the honour of the prophet, and the advancement of 
religion. 

Kaled was all this time carrying on war with great fuccefs Progrels 
in Irak , which anfwers to the antient Babylonia , and forms of Kafed 
the richeft part of old Perfia. This valuable country was in Irak. 
on the fouth bounded, by what are termed thedeferts of Irak , 
and*by part of Arabia Deferta. It had the deferts of Syria 
towards its weft, it was bounded by Mefopotajnia on the north, 
and by Sufanna now called Kugeftan on the eaft, and part of 
AJyria and Media. Notwithftanding the difficulty of penetra¬ 
ting into a country folituated, Kaled proved victorious where- 
ever he marched. And Mothama , • a general whom Abubeker 
had before fent into Irak , refigned to him the chief command. 

Kaled made fo good a ufe of it, that he put the whole pro¬ 
vince of Irak under contribution, after defeating the natives 
in many battles. He made himfelf mailer of the great city 
of Heira the capital of a province fo called. This kingdom 
had been eftablilhed for fix hundred and twenty tyyo years 
under various princes, and was now governed by the Mon - 
dars j who held it under the kings of Perfia , but the irrefifta- 
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ble Kaled, killed the Mondarm battle, with many thoufarjd$ 
of his fubje&s, and carried off his fon captive, with an im- 
jnenfe booty. Kaled, befides overunning the open country, 
and putting an end to the reign of the Mondars, made him maf- 
ter of Anbar, Dowmat, and Al Jondal » and in fhort to fjuch a 
vaft extent of rich territory, that the tribute, raifed from 
Irak, amounted to 3 prodigious Aim; and is faid to have been 
the firft that ever was paid into the califPs treafury a$ 

Medina,. 

Abu Ohet- While Kaled was thus profperous in Irak, the emperor 
dab de Heraclius was making his utrrsoft efforts to repel the invafion 
feated by of the Arabs, With this view he aflembled his army at Gaza y 
|he Greeks and attacked Abu Obeidah before, as it would feem, he was 

reinforced by the main army under Amru , fo vigoroufly that 
the Arabs were defeated in Palejltne. Abu Ohcidatis defeat 
obliged the califf to order Kaled , tofufpend his conquefts in 
Irak and to take upon him the command of his army in Pa- 
\ejVme, inftead of Abu Obeidah, which Kaled accordingly did, 


Kaled 
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com- 
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in chief 

pf the 

Mojlems. 


y sj 

thoufand horfe. 


and Abu Obcdiah afterwards ferved chearfully under him. 

When Kaled came to take upon him his new command, 
he found things in great diferder, and that the Mojlem army 
had been weakened, by a detachment of four thoufand horfe, 
under Sejabil againft Bo/lra a city of immenfe wealth in 
Syria Damafcena, and garrifoned by no fewer than twelve 

Kaled did not at all approve of this expedi¬ 
tion, but he inftantly made the beft difpofitions he could, 
either to lupport the fiege, or to bring off Sejabil. The 
latter had to do with a cowardly governor of Bojlra, whofe 
name wa s Romauus , and who requefted and obtained an in¬ 
terview with the Arab, at a fmall difranco from Bojlra. Upon 
RomanusU demanding the motive of Serjabit's invading his 
overnment, the latter frankly told him, that it was in or¬ 
der to force the inhabitants either to turn Mojlems , or to pay 
tribute; and he mentioned feveral places, whom they had 
already reduced to that condition. Romanus ftruck with the 
appearance of Serjabil and the manner of his fpeaking, re¬ 
turned to Bojlra, and propofed to the inhabitants to pay a 
tribute, and thereby get rid of the invaders. But the appear- 
• ance anc ^ behaviour c f the Arabs, inftead of intimidating the 

an Arab Bojlrans, rendered them defperate, and they refolved to de- 
army. fend the place to the laft extremity. This refolution muli 

haye proved fatal to Sejabil, had it not been for the critical 
arrival of Kaled, who faved his troops from being cut to 
. pieces, in a vigorous falley made by the Bojlrans ; who were 
with fome difficulty driven back into the city by Kaled , and 
the body of troops he brought up with him. 

Kaled, daring as he was, was ainazed at Sejabils attempt, 
againft fo fuperior a force and fo ftrong a place ; and blamed 
both him and Abu Obeidah fox it. Kaled, however, inveftej 
the place, apd both Sejabil and he prayed in public, for Ai c - 

cefs 
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cefs again ft the idolaters, (as they termed the chriftians,) Treach- 
and promifed paradife to all the Modems , who fhould fall in ery of a 
the attempt. The difpofitions of Kaled , carried with them Greek ge* 
iuch a {hew of refolution, and the terror of his name was neral. 
now become fo great, that Romanus fecretly made his peace 
with him, and promifed both to deliver up the place, and 
to embrace IJlamifm . He fecretly bargained, however, with 
Kaled, to fight h|m in a fham duel, that he might thereby 
have the greater credit with the garifon. But whether Ka- Bojlra ba- 
led had already taken his meafures fo well that he thought trayed. 
they could not mifcarry, or whether his mock way of fight¬ 
ing, proved too rough for Romanus , the latter is laid to have 
very narrowly efcaped being killed, when he fled back to 
the city: He there once more attempted to intimidate the 
inhabitants into a fubmiflicn, but he was fo far from fuc- 
ceeding that they ftript him of his command, and beftowed 
it upon another general, which the emperor had fent with 
reinforcements to the city ; and Romanus would have been 
put to death had it not been for the regard of the inhabitants 
to the emperor. 

It appears from feverat circumftances, at this time, that Single du* 
the mean armour and Ample weapons of the Arabs, infpired els. 
the Greeks with a notion, that they might be eafily defeated 
in Angle combat. The new governor of Bojlra, to give his 
troops the higher idea of his courage, drew them out in ar¬ 
ray againft the Arabs, and challenged Kaled to fight him 
hantf to hand. It is very poflible the barbarian, as having 
the charge of the army, did not think it proper to venture 
his life upon every bravado, and therefore he gave leave to 
Abd Ahiaman an active young Arab, but .like his fellow fol- 
diers, a thorough enthufiaft in the caufe of IJlamifm , to ac¬ 
cept of the challenge. But when the combatants met in the 
face of both armies, the ftrength and addrefs of the Arab, 
proved too hard for the Greek , who was obliged to the fwift- 
nefs of his horfe for his efcape. This encounter however 
brought on a general engagement, in which the Arabs cut in 
pieces a great part of the imperial army, with the lofs of no 
more 4 :han two hundred and thirty of their own men. This 
vi&ory was thought to be chiefly owing to the fpirit of en- 
thufiafm, which Kalad and Sejabtl diffufed thro’ all their army 
immediately before the engagement. 

Notwithftanding this defeat, Bojlra might ftill have made Bojlra ta- 
an obftinate defence, had it not been betrayed by Romanus . ken. ' 

This traitor, after his degradation, feems to have enjoyed fome 
degree of liberty, if not of authority, in the city; and he 
once more found means to have an interview with Kaled . He 
demanded no more than one hundred men, under an a&ive 
commander, whom he was to introduce by a private way, 
known only to himfelf, into the city, which he accordingly 
did. The party was commanded by Abd Abraman , and di¬ 
viding 
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vidingthemfelves into four equal bodies, theyrufhed toward; 
the gate,' where Kaled with his whole army was to be admit, 
ted, as they accordingly were, and fo general a carnage 
began, that even the unrelenting Kaled being touched 'with 
the miferies of the inhabitants, made ufe of his prophet’s 
name and authority to put a ftop to it. During this, the 
traitor Romanus , introduced Abd Abraman into the apartment 
of the governor, whom he acquainted, that he had brought 
his friend Abd Abraman with him to fend him to hell. The 
governor attempted to efcape, but Abd Abraman inftantly 
put him to death, left, as he faid, he fhould efcape a fecond 
time out of his hands. Romanus we are told embraced IJla\ 
mifm , but would have been torn to pieces by the Bojlram, 
to whom he boafted of his treachery, had he not been pro- 
te&ed by Kaled. 

The head rendezvous of the imperial army, continued all 
this time to be at Gaza, but the emperor himfelf was at 
Antioch, where he received the alarming news, that the 
Arabs., after reducing Bojlra , were aftembling all their troops 
into one body, to march againft Damajcus. Upon this, He- 
raclius difpatched one Calens at the head of a flying body of 
four thoufand men, to obferve the motions of the arabs , and 
to throw himfelf into Damajcus. Calens having vifited fome 
pofts, obeyed his orders ; but the people of Damajcus expref- 
ied great difeontent and difmay, when he produced an order 
from the emperor, for taking upon himfelf the chief com¬ 
mand in the place of Izrail their former governor, of whofe 
abilities they had a great opinion. In the mean while, the 
whole Mojlem army in thofe parts, being aflembled .under 
Kaled confifted of no more than forty five thoufand five hun¬ 
dred men. The barbarian well knowing that the fate of all 
Syria muft follow that of Damajcus, which was then one of 
the largeft and fineft cities in the world, and termed the 
earthly paradife, marched diredtly to form the fiege of it, 
after leaving a garifon in Bojlra . 

The inhaoitants of Damajcus, notwithftanding their divifi- 
ons, did not facrifice their city to their enthuiiaftic aflailants. 
They had the ftrongeft afiurances of the emperor’s fending 
one hundred thoufand men to their relief, and upon Kaled's 
drawing near to Damajcus, he found all theftrong pofts about 
the city, occupied by the befieged, who were drawn up in 
excellent order. Notwithftanding this, Derar an Arab of 
prodigious ftrength and intrepidity, with, if poftible, a ftrong- 
ger hatred for the chriftians, than even Kaled had, and 
Abd-Abraman, attacked their army, with ,fuch fury, that 
Derar killed with his own hand four horfemen, but the 
Arabs were repelled with lofs, in all their repeated attacks, 
which fo greatly incenfed Kaled t>hat he challenged any man 
in the chrifttan army to fight him in fingle combat. His 
challenge was accepted of, firft by Colons, and then by Iz¬ 
rail, put both them were defeated, taken prifoners, and put 

to 



’ OF THE WORLD. > fl 

to'tleafh by Kaled , for refufing to embrace IJlamifm. We 
are told upon this occafion that Kaled played upon- Izrail’s 
name, which is the fame with that of the angel of death a- 
mong the Arabs , and told him as he was going to death, 
that his namefake was waiting for him, and ready to carry 
his foul to hell. He afterwards ordered the heads of both go¬ 
vernors to be thrown into the place. 

This inhumanity had not the defigned efFe6t; the inhabi- by the 
tants thought, they had nothing but a general butchery to courage of 
expert from fuch conquerors, and therefore attacked them the inha- 
with great courage in feveral fallies. This ferved in like bitants 
manner to increafe the fiercenefs for defire of revenge in the 
barbarians, who repulfed the befxeged on all occafions, and 
atlaft {hut them up within the walls of the city. The in- they offers 
habitants finding this, at laft propofed an accommodation, to capitu- 
and offered to Kaled one thoufand ounces of gold, and two late, 
thoufand filk veftments if he would raife the fiege, but he 
abfolutely rejected the offer, tho’ certain intelligencewas now 
come to his camp, that the emperor’s army to the number of 
one hundred thoufand men were advancing to relieve the 
place. Upon this a council of war compofed of the princi¬ 
pal officers, was held, in which Kaled and Abu Obeidah dif¬ 
fered in opinion. The former giving way to his natural 
impetuofity, was for marching dire&ly and fighting the im¬ 
perial troops, and in cafe of defeating them, he thought 
that Damafcus muff in courfe furrender or be taken. Abu. . 

Obeidah , on the other hand, was a man of found judgement 
and great experience in war, and tho’ at this time he feems 
to have a6ted only as fecond in command, yet his opinion 
had great weight both in the court and in the army. He The 
had in him great fentiments of humanity and virtue and was Greeks 
perhaps the politeft Arab of his time. It was no wonder if march to 
two tempers fo diredfly oppofxte fljould differ on this occafi- relieve 
on. Abu Obeidah thought that the taking of Damafcus was thatplace. 
the great objedt of their operations, and that by their draw¬ 
ing the whole of their army off from the fiege to fight the 
imperialifts, the inhabitants would eafily find means to get 
provifions and reinforcements, by which the Mojlem army 
when weakened by a battle, might find it impra&icableto take 
the place, whereas, by continuing the fiege, it might be taken 
before the imperjalifts could arrive to relieve it. 

Opinions thus clafhing, a medium was found, when by the 
extraordinary marks of the rejoicing which the befiegers ob- 
ferved in the place, it became certain that the imperial ar¬ 
my was at hand. It was therefore refolved to detach Derar 
an excellent officer, but exceeding even Kaled bimfelf in fe¬ 
rocity, and forwardnefs to fight, with a body of troops, to 
harrafs the imperialifts, and to diftrefs them by cutting of 
their convoys, and foraging parties. Kaled wasfo fenfibleof 
Derar’s failing, that he cautioned him againft too much im¬ 
petuofity, or fighting too great fuperiority of numbers, 

£nd enjoiped him by all means, if he found himfelf likely 

to 
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to be overpowered to retire to the main army. Werdan the 
imperial general was by this time advancing to give battle to 
the Mojlems. But Derar unable to contain himfelf at the 
fight of an enemy, and forgeting all Kaled's inftru&ions, im¬ 
mediately charged the imperialifts, being feconded by an 
cnthufiaft like himfelf, who proclaimed paradife to all who 
fhould die in the caufe, and difgrace and death to all who 
/hould defert it. Their charge was fo furious, that Derar 
killed an imperials by TVerdon's fide, together with the 
ftandard bearer as he was carrying off the ffandard, which was 
very rich and magnificent. In fhort the whole imperial army, 
was beginning to fall into diforder, when they were ream* 
mated by the arrival of ten thoufand men under the command 
of Werdon's fon, the governor under his father, of Hems or 
Emefa , a city fituated between Jlleppo and Damajcus , being 
at the diftance of five days journey from each. 

This reinforcement changed the fortune of the day; the 
Mojlems were obliged to retreat, and Derar had penetrated fo 
far amongft the enemy, that he was taken prifoner. Raji 
however, continued to animate the Mojlems , with fo much 
fuccefs, that they renewed the charge, and ftood their ground 
till Kaledy who had been apprifed of their danger, came up 
With the main body of the army to their relief, leaving Ahu 
Obeidah with fome troops to continue the fiege, and to repel 
thefallies of the garifon. Upon the arrival of this tremendiouS 
general, the imperialifts were ftruck with confternation; many 
of them, efpecially thofe who had come from Hems , joined 
with the Arabs , and the reft were put to the route. In the 
mean while, Kaled , who highly valued Derar , underftanding 
that Werdon had fent him off prifoner, and that he was on 
the road to Hems , where he was to be prefented to the em¬ 
peror, difpatched a body of light horfe, who overtook and 
defeated the party that was guarding Derar y and brought 
him back to the Mojlem army. 

This defeat however ihameful it might have been to the 
imperialifts, does not appear to have been very bloody, for 
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but are we find they, in a few days after, affembled to the number 
awain re- of feventy thoufand fighting men at Ajadinn city, but a fmall 
pulled. way from Damajcus , and after fome confultation, they re- 

folved again to attempt to raife the liege. Upon this, Kaled 
fent for all the men that could be fpared from the reinforce¬ 
ments, that had arrived at Palejline , Irak, and other con¬ 
quered places, and Ahu Obeidah himfelf was obliged to agree 
to his opinion, for hazarding a battle, and accordingly the 
Mojlem army was put in full march towards Ajuadin , Abu 
Obeidah being left to command the rear. 

The Mof- The incidents and adventures which happened upon this 
lems reaf- occafion, would be thought too bold for fuftion, and too 
femble improbable for romance ltfelf, were it not attefted by un- 
rheirarmv queftionable authorities. For, as Abu Obeidah had forfeen, no 
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advantage, which might have been decifive in favour of the 
imperialifts, was loft by the luft and avarice of Peter. For 
finding Abu Obeidatis men giving way, inftead of improving 
the victory, he detached himfelffrom the cavalry, and feized 
upon the women, the children, and the effects of the Arabs, 
by which he left Paul's cavalry unfupported. Kaled being ap¬ 
prized of Abu Obeidah’s danger, immediately put himfelf at who are 
the head of eight thoufand horfe, and advanced with fuch take pri- 
expedition that he cut in pieces all the Greek cavalry, and foners but 
made Paul their general prifoner, his head being foon after refcuedby 
ftruck off for refufing to turn Mahometan. Kaled. 


Peter 


Tho 


refift 


marched in the rear, with the children, and the baggage, yet in 
aday of battle many of them, being armed, were asbold, refo- 
lute, and ferviceable, as the beft men in the Mojlem army. In 
fhort, they greatly pertook of the character of their men. 
Infpired with equal enthufiafm, and fiercenefs, they had equal 


« . many of them 

equally vigorous. 1 hey are, 

d notwithftanding their niiftaken 


for their beauty, 
tions in religion. 
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to this day in general, celebrated 
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for their virtue. 


Amongft others who 


occafion, Kaula, was the fifter 


Derar , whofe charms fo captivated Peter, that he made her 


immodeft 


liberty, il 


Tho’ Kaula had 


her honour, and purchafed Peter’s abfence for a while by not 
difcovering any violent diflike to his addrefles. 

She made ufe of this interval, in affembling the other fe¬ 
male captives of her country, and having reprefented the 
danger her virtue was in, and that they were all liable to the duft of 
like infults, they came to a generous refolution of dying ra- the a z 
ther than fubmit to him. Amongft the heroines who were 


, - Ofeira , and finding 

themfelves deftitute of other weapons, they refolved to make 
ufe of their tent pole9 in defending themfelves. They then 
threw themfelves* into a ring and each arming herfelf with a 
tent pole, they flood upon their guard with incredible refolu- 
tion. Peter alarmed with the account of this infurre&ion, 
flew at the head of a party to fupprefs it, but met with fo 
warm a reception, that the moft forward of his officers and 
foldiers were laid upon the ground, and the reft kept with¬ 
out the reach of the poles. Peter who had not expected fuch 
a refiftance, tried next what perfuafion and expoftulation 
could do, but he was anfwered with nothing but expreffions 
of defiance and deteftation. Provoked at this, he brought up 
more troops, but finding all was ineffectual, for making the 
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ladies refign their tent poles, he felt no other paffion but rg' 
fentment, and with an unmanly brutality, he ordered hi< 
foldiers to fall on, and give them no quarter. 

The difpute was very unequal between a few fcores 
of women, and fome thoufands of foldiers. The formet 
however, continued to behave with the moft undaunted re- 
folution, when Kaled was informed of their danger* and flew 
to their relief, at the head of four thoufand horfe, juft as they 
were ready to link under the fwords of their enemies. They 
muft have done fo before, had not Kaula, who knew her bro¬ 
ther Derar from afar, reanimated their fainting vigour, with 
the hopes of fpeedy relief, and they foon had the fatisfa&ion 
of feeing three thoufand of their a flail ants, with their late 
ungenerous tyrant Peter , put to the fword by Kaled ., and 
Derar , while thofe who furvived were driven back to Da- 
mafeus. 

The Arabs under Kaled , had no time to fpend in mutual 
congratulations, upon this glorious atchievement. The ar¬ 
my of Werdon continued ftill unbroken, and Abu Obeidab who 
commanded in Kaled's abfence, was in danger of being attack¬ 
ed. Kaled and Derar , therefore with their detachment, in- 
ftantly rejoined their main army, being attended by the brave 
heroines, who at this time, nobly paid the debt of gratitude 
for their deliverance. The troops under Werdon were ftill 
feventy thonfand, a number far fuperior to that of the Arabsy 
who had fuffered fo greatly by their fatigues and encounters, 
that it required the utmoft efforts of enthufiafm in themfelves 
and their leaders, to keep up their fpirits, when they beheld 
the vaft luperiority of the enemy. But Kaledy and the other 
Arab chiefs, who, by repeated experience, had been taught to 
defpife the courage and difeipline of the Greeks , were fo far 
from being alarmed at their numbers, that they refolved to 
give theni battle, and made the proper difpofitions for that 
purpofe. It proved fatal to the Chriftians, whofe general 
Werdon was (lain, as is faid (with fome very improbable cir- 
cumftances) by Derar , and fifty thoufand of his foldiers were 
put to the fword. We have given none of the marvellous 
accounts, with which the fruitful grains of the Arab writers 
have embeilifhed this vidtory, but only the fubftance of it 
which the event proves to be indifputably true. Tis’ likewife 
confirmed by the Chriftian writers of thofe times. 

The booty made by the Arabs^ in all kind of coftly arms, 
croffes and chains of gold and filver, banners and precious 
ftones, was immenfe. But Kaled wifely put off the divifioft 
of the fpoil which was carried into one common ftock, till 
the redu&ion of Damajcus. 7 "h e mo ft extraordinary circum- 
ftance attending this vidlory, was that it coft the Arabs , only 
four hundred and feventy four men. As it was, more impor¬ 
tant than any they had yet gained, Kaled did not fail to inform 
thecaliffof it, by an epiftle which, as it is come to our hands 
is pithy yet pompous j there is however, .we think fome 

* reafoft 
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teafon for believing that the letter itfelf is the compofition of Kaledin 
the hiftorian. But whatever may be in this, which is not a forms the 
Verv material conjecture, the califf received the news with califf of 
fenfible marks of joy and devotion, and after confulting his fuccefs 
with the chief men of his court, he ordered a ftrong rein¬ 
forcement to be fent to Kaled , under Amru and Malec to 
enable him to continue the fiege of Damafcus , and to reduce 
the other cities of that country. This the califf was the 
more enabled to do, as all the Arab tribes, particularly the 
Koreljh , were now extremely forward to fhare in the fpoils 
and glory of the expedition. 

Kaled accordingly a fecond time formed the fiege of Da- He again 
mafcus , and afligned the generals under him the proper polls befieges 
round the city, while Derar was ordered to fcour the neigh- Damafcut 
botfrhood with a flying party of two thoufand horfe, to pre¬ 
vent the excurfions of the garifon. The route of the Greeks 
at the late battle of Ajnadin^ had reinforced the garifon by 
fugitives from that defeat, fo that they were enabled to make 
a lally, at firft, with great appearance of fuccefs. The battle 
continued the whole day with great lofs on bothlides, but the 
Arabs at laft forced their enemies to retire once more into the 
city. After this, Kaled fent to his principal officers, a letter 
he had received in anfwer to his from the califf, which was 
read by them with great joy and fatisfa&ion efpecially as 
they expe&ed every hour that the town would furren- 
der. 

But the garifon and inhabitants had now put themfelves which is 
under the command of one Thomas , of whom we know very bravely 
little more than he was a man of extraordinary courage defended 
ftrength and abilities in war. We are told by one of the by Thomas 
Mojlem writers, that he was the emperor’s fon in-law, and 
that at firft he had no command in the garifon, by which it 
is probable he had fled thither after the battle of Ajnadin. 

The high opinion, the Damafcenes had of this new general, 
was fuch, that they refolved to hazard another fally under 
his command, and he'made a proper difpofition bf their de¬ 
fences to favour it. It appears that at this time the Arabs 
had advanced their polls fo near the city, that they were pre¬ 
paring to giv? it a general affault, but Thomas difloged them, 
with vail lofs on their fide, and performed prodigies of valour 
with his own hand. Amongft many others whom he killed 
was Abarty who had very lately been married to one of his 
countrywomen, and (he was fighting by his fide at the time 
of his death. • She did not however vent her grief, in ufelefs 
exclamations, for {he direeled an arrow fo happily againft 
the chief llandard bearer of the chriftians, that it llruck him 
on the hand, and dropping the llandard it was feized by Ser- 
jabil , and the Arabs immediately confidered it as a pledge of 
vi&ory. While Thomas was making incredible efforts to re- who is 
cover his llandard, Abaris widow, who had never loft fight wounded 
of the object of her revenge, wounded him in the eye with by an 

an Arab lady 
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and oblig- another arrow, which obliged him to order a retreat. '!Th: 
ed to re- effected, but with fome lofs, under the protection of th 
tire engines placed on the walls, which did great executio 

among the Arabs. 

Frefli felly Thomas , attributing his repulfe to the accident of his be 


Frefli felly 
by Tho¬ 
mas, 


and Othman. 


who is re 
pulled. 


The Da- 


ing wounded, ordered his wound to be drefled, and preparei 
for a fally, more vigorous than any of the former, orderinj 
the Arabs to be attacked from all the gates at once. He was 
as before, attended at firft with fuccefe. He forced in perfoi 
the poll where Serjabil commanded, and would have takei 
him prifoner, had he not been faved by the interpofition o 
a body of Arab horfe, under the command of Abd Abamai 
and Othman. In the mean time, Abu Obeidah , had the gooc 
fortune to furround that body which had iffued from the 
gate before which he commanded, and cut every man ol 
_ them off; and the Greeks lofing ground in- all other quarters] 
they at laft retired, with great lofs, into the city. 

Though the defence which th t Damafcenes had hitherto 
made againft their befiegers, was extraordinary in that age 
and country, yet repeated repulfes, difeouraged them fo 
much, that the principal inhabitants and their clergy, re- 
folved to treat of a furrender, and even propofed the fame 
to Thomas. All that general could do, was.to prevailwith 
them to delay it, till he could learn what relief they were to 
expeCt from the emperor. But this required a longer time 
than the defpondency, and the danger of the inhabitants 
could bear. For fome <if the troops propofed to treat with 
Kaled, provided he would grant them a fufpenfion of arms, 
till the capitulation could be fettled. The barbarian, ex- 
afperated by the length of the fiege, and in hopes of gra¬ 
tifying at once his cruelty and his avarice, by taking the 
place by harm, refufed to difeontinue his attacks, or to 
liften to any terms, but thofe of furrendering at diferetion, 
which was the fame thing as death to the Greeks if they did not 
immediately turn Mahometans. 

The inhabitants, who, by this time, feem to have, been 


tne aeiponaency, ana tne aanger or me innaDitants 
bear. For fome <if the troops propofed to treat with 
, provided he would grant them a fufpenfion of arms, 

y 1 • i i i mi i i • 


_ no Grangers to the religion and character of the Modems , 

treat of a ^ r * ven to ^ e ^P a ‘ r by the brutality of Kaled , applied to Abu 
furrender Obeidah, and, upon their promifing, as a preliminary, to 
to Abu.- (^rrender the place, and pay tribute to the califF, Abu Obe- 

Obeidab ^ ent one ^is principal officers into the city to fettle 

1 a ' the caoitulation. Upon this, occafion the Greek de- 


the capitulation. 


puties demanded of the officer, whether he had been one of 
Mahomet’s companions, intimating thereby, that if he 


intimating 


was, they fhould have the greater reliance upon him for 


fulfilling the terms to be agreed on. The officer an- 
fwered, that he had been a companion to the prophet, but 
“ that they might equally truft to the honour of themeaneft 
Mojlem who believed the Koran , as to his.” Some difficul¬ 
ties occurring, the deputies, to. the number of a hundred, 
repaired to Abu Obeidah's quarter, and he received them with 

great 
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great civility. AH, however, they could obtain from him, 
fa point of religion, was, that they fhould keep pofleffion 
of federal of their churches. But he would not put his name 
to the inflrument that contained this or any other concef- 
fion he might give them, becaufe he was not commander in 
chief of the Mcfism army. • But this difficulty was 
got over, hoftages were given by the inhabitants, and a de¬ 
tachment of a hundred Arabs took pofleffion of part of the 
town. 

i While the inhabitants were thus . treating with Ahu Partofthe 
Obeidab , one Jofiab , a Greek pried, wanting to make ad- city fur- 
vantage of the diftrefies of his country, and fearing to lofe prill- u by 
his opportunity fhould the capitulation take place, repaired Kaled* 
privately to Kaled^ who, exafperated by the death of a friend 
that had been juft killed from the walls, was preparing to 
fform the city by a general affault. He introduced 
himfelf by applying to the barbarian’s ruling paffion, and 
telling him, that the prophet Daniel± having foretold the 
grinitnefs of the Mojlem empire, he was ready (upon him and 
his family being taken into his, Kaled ?&, protection) to in¬ 
troduce a party of his men into the city. As no conditions 
were required, Kaled immediately ordered a detachment of 
his bed troops, to follow the pried, and as the garifon trufted, 
no doubt, to their'capitulation with Abu Obeidab , they found 
an eafy admittance into the city, and opening the gates to 
the red of Kaled’s divificn, .a great number of the citizens 
were put to the fword. They who efcaped fled to St. Ma¬ 
ry’s church, where Obeidab with his party, had, by this time* 
taken pod. Coming up to Kaled , he told him, “ that God 
had been (paring of the blood of believers, by putting the 
city into his hands, without the trouble of fighting.” This 
was what Kaled not having forefeen (and, indeed ,Abu Obeidab 
feems very wifely to have concealed from him the whole of 
the tranfadtion) he appeared greatly incenfed and provoked 
at the difrefpeid offered to his character, by concluding ari 
affair of fo much importance without confulting him, and 
appeared refolved to put the citizens to the fword and plun¬ 
der the city. 

Abu Obeidab± who was joined by the mod confiderable jyn- 
amongft the officers, on the other hand, maintained the wif- k 1 * crence 
dom and authority of the capitulation he had made, and put lvee ” 
Kaled in mind how neceffary it was to fpare their army,-con- IT T!, . 
iidering the great number of flrong places they had yet to T f ei " 
reduce j which would hold out to all extremities, if the rfrfA 
MoJlejns fhould break their faith in this capitulation. Kaled 
at lad was appeafed, and upon ccnfidering the matter, he 
agreed tef fubmit the whole to the califf’s decifion ; and till 
that could be known, each general was to keep that part of 
thecity he was in pofleffion of, and all the furviving inhabi¬ 
tants, even Thomas and Herbis their leaders, fhould enjoy 
the benefit of the capitulation- 
Vol, VI. H Amongft 
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Terms of Amongft the other articles agreed on by Abu Obeidah, on® 
the eapi- was, that as many of the inhabitants as chofe it, might re- 
tuiation. tire to what place they thought proper, with all their effe&s. 

This article firuck Kaled to the heart, and when he agreed to 
it, it was with an exprefslimitation of place and time; the 
firfl to be confined to the territories conquered by the Mof- 
lems, and the latterto three days ; and he declared, that after 
the expiration of three days, if he found them in the impe¬ 
rial dominions, he would treat them as enemies. The Da - 
mafcenes accepted, or were forced to accept, of thofe con¬ 
ditions, and packing up their effe&s, which were extremely 
valuable, paticularly a wardrobe belonging to the emperor, 
confifting of three hundred loads of filks, and cloths of 
gold, they fet out from Damafcus , being furnifhed by the 
Arabs with fome provifions and arms. Derar could not fee 
fo valuable a booty efcape without reproaching thofe who 
had made the capitulation, but he was filenced by other 
officers of more weight and authority, who quoted the autho¬ 
rity ofthe Koran in favour of mercy, and extolled the lenity 
ana wife condudf of Abu Obeidah. 

9 

Upon the Damafcenes leaving their city, Kaled projected 
one of the boldefl and moft difficult attempts that ever fuc- 


Expedi- 
tion of 


Kaled. ceeded, and we are told, not improbably, that it was fug- 
Hiftory of gefled to him by one Jonas, an apoflate Chriftian, who, hav¬ 
ing been made a captive in a fally, by the Mojlems , had, to 


Jonas. 


fave his life, embraced their religion. He was a man of high 
reputation and quality, and had been lately married to a 
lady of whom he was paffionatel'y fond, but who, declaim¬ 
ing him for his apoflacy, had refufed to cohabit with him, 
and chofe to leave Damafcus with her other friends. 

This circumflance, though not obferved by hiflorians, 
deferves particular attention, as being a flrong evidence how 
fcrupulous the Mojlems were in obferving their capitulation. 
It would, at this time, admit of a doubt, whether a wife un¬ 
der the fame circumflances with the wife of Jonas , after her. 
hufband had recovered poffeffion of her, could have it in her 
choice to leave him, and, without his confent, to claim the 
benefit of the capitulation j add to this, that nothing could 
be more deteftable in the eyes of the Mojlems , than the caufe 
affigned by this lady for leaving her hufband. But, netwith- 
llanding all the addrefs and remonflrances of Jonas , which 
we may well fuppofe to have been extremely tender and paf- 
fionate, {he was confidered as being entitled to the benefit of 
the capitulation, and enjoyed it accordingly, . 

The Arabs Love, hatred, and avarice thus co-operating, Kaled form- 
purfue the the defperate refolution of fetting out, the fourth day 
Dama- after the departure of the Damafcenes, with a party of horfe, 
fanes. attended by Jonas , who knew the country, in purfuit of the 

Damafcenes , who had left the city ; and every thing relating 
to the march was left to Jonas , by whofe advice the purg¬ 
ing party, which confined of onlv four thoufand horfe, was 

dreil 



i 


OF THE WORLD. 9g 

dreft as Chriftian Arabs , the better to prevent any alarm in 

the country through which they were to march. 

It may be proper here to obferve, that the emperor Hera~ 
elks, had fome time before taken into his pay a body of fuch 
Arabs, and had fent them to be employed in defending Da¬ 
mascus, but through fome mifunderftanding between them 
and the governor, whom Chriftian writers call Manfur, they 
had been difmifled from that fervice; and many of them at 
this time, very probably, were roving about the country, 
which might greatly contribute to Kalecl’s fuccefs* 

Whatever may be in this, it is certain, that the Barbarian, 
after he and his party had furmounted infinite difficulties and 
dangers, were conduced by Jonas to the fpot where the un¬ 
happy exiles were repofing and refrefhing themfelves. It is 
reprefented to have been a meadow near Laodicea , and their 
numbers to have been about ten thoufand fighting men, be- 
fides women and children. Kaled drew up his men in four and cut 
divifions, commanded byhimfelf, Derar , Raft, and Abdalra- them all' 
man, he leading the attack. The Damafcenes , on the other to pieces.* 
hand, either taking them to be friendly Arabs , or confiding in . 
their own numbers, did not feem to decline the combat; and 
finding who their enemies were, drew up in two divifions, 
one commanded by Thomas , the -other by Herbs. But the 
attack of Kaled and his officers was irrefiftable; Thomas and 
Herbs, the two leaders of the Greeks were killed, their follow¬ 
ers were cut in pieces, and the defeat of the Damafcenes was * 
fo compleat, that not a foul of them efcaped either (laughter 
or captivity, excepting one wretch, who had betrayed the 
perfon of Herbi to his enemy. 

Amongft the captives made on this occafion was the daugh- Generofi- 
ter of the emperor, wife to Thomas, a princefs of exquiiite ty and now 
beauty, and fo undaunted in refolution, that (be killed the ble affeo- 
horfe of Raft, who obliged her to furj l ender. In fhort, none t j on c f 
but the women and children received quarter. The e r onaf 
wife of Jonas continued to have fo invinciable a deteftation J 9 
of his apoftacy, that having now no capitulation to protect 
her, (he (tabbed herfelf to the heart, rather than be obliged 
to cohabit with him again. As the conduct and courage of 
Jonas , during the whole of the expedition, had endeared him, 
to all the Mofems , Rafi, by a (train of unparalleled genero- 
(ity, made him a prefent of the Greek princefs, now the wi¬ 
dow of Thomas , for a wire, in room of her he had loft, 
with all the immenfe treafure in diamonds and jewels (he 
had about her. But the heart of Jonas was fufceptible of 
paffion only for one; he nobly accepted the prefent, that he 
might have it the more in his power to fend the lady, un- whore- 
touched, prote&ed, and unranfomed, to her father, with all turns the 
her effeifs, which (he accordingly was. This generous pro- emperor’s 
eeeding touched even the heart of Kaled, and when the vaft daughter 
booty they bad taken was divided at Damafcus , that barba- without 
nan, thinking that perhaps the Greek princefs had not charms ranfom; 

H % that , 
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that Suited the fancy of Jonas , prefented him with a largg 
fum out of the plunder, to enable him to buy a wife more 
to his liking. But Jonas , though he took the money, de¬ 
clared he was refolved to referve his carefles for the black- 
eyed virgins, who, according to the Mojlem faith, folace 
believers in the next world, and it is faid, continued ever 
after a widower, and true to his former paffion. 

Abubeker was, during the time all thofe glorious eon- 
quefts were making, at Medina , and bufied in carrying into 
execution the great defigns which Mahomet had left unfinish¬ 
ed. That impoftor, as we have already hinted, had pro¬ 
duced pafTagesof the Koran only to ferve occafional purpofes, 
fo that at the time of his death it was a crude, indigefred, 
njafs of fayings, without any dependence upon, or connec¬ 
tion with, one another. Some of thofe paffages were writ¬ 
ten upon the fkins of wild beafts, perhaps a kind of parch¬ 
ment, others upon the leaves and barks of trees j fome 
were tranferibed into books upon paper, and others were 
remembered by thofe to whom the prophet had delivered 
them. Abubeker faw that the appplication of the pafTagesof 
the Koran , would ferve him in as good ftead as they had 
ferved his predecefTor, and that the wild ungovernable fpi- 
rits of his fubje&s could be kept under by no other confide- 
ration but the profound veneration they entertained for thofe 
facred writings, as they deemed them. He therefore applied 
himfelf moft afliduoufly to collect and tranferibe all the fcat- 
tered remains of the pretended revelations into one body. In 
this he was affifted, not only by the moft zealous of the 
MoJIems , but by the furviving wives of the prophet, and the 
amafluenfifes he had employed. Of the latter he had many, 
but with all the affiftance he could obtain, the collections 
which Abubeker was enabled to make, of the Koran, were ve¬ 
ry imperfect; nor does it to this day appear, that it has been 
tranfmitted genuine to his followers. Abubeker , and the firft 
califfs, were obliged to play over a great part of the prophet’s 
game, and undoubtedly produced occafional feraps, which 
they inferred in the Koran , to juftify their own conduct. 
This indeed was neceflary, nor did Abubeker himfelf venture 
to publifh it - } but entrufted the copy with Hafsa , one of 
Mahomef s wives, and daughter to Omar. It Teems, however, 
to be certain, that other followers of Mahomet , belides Abu- 
beker , had employed themfelves in collecting paflages of the 
Koran. For, though we are told, that the copy depofited 
with Hafsa , was not publifhed till the reign of Othman , yet 
feveral copies of it were handed about even in Abubeker's life¬ 
time j and this might be the reafon, why Othman , and the 
fucceeding califfs, publifhed it at all. It is not the intention 
of this hiffory,_ to enter into any difeuflion of the doCtrine anti 
tenets of the Koran ; enough nas been faid of it to convince 
an unprejudiced reader, that it confifts of abfurd effufions, 
and that the fublime, which fome people pretend to find in 
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ft, is no other than the e‘ffe<£f, either of an over-heated ima¬ 
gination, or an artful difguife, which, becaufe it is dark, 

is thought to have a meaning. 

Abubeker ', after being raifed to to the califat, feems never to Death 
have taken the field in perfon, and to hav*e been chiefly em- Abybeker, 
ployed at home, in preparing the Koran. The taking of 
Damafcus was the capital adtion of his reign, and he is faid 
to have died on the very day it happened. Different ac¬ 
counts are given of the caufe of his death; fome affirm, 
that he was poifoned by the Jews, and others, that he was 
carried oft by a fever, which he contradled by bathing 
himfelf, when the weather was very cold. Finding his end 
approach, he ordered Omar to officiate for him in the Mofque , 
which was a kind of indirect nomination of him for his fuc- 
cefTor; but, leaft that fhouid not be fufficient, he appointed 
him fuch by his will, which was drawn up by Othman. He 
was, at the time of his death, about fixty-three years of age, 
and enough has been faid of him, to prove him to be a 
prince of great vvifdom and virtues. 



O MAR expreffed great reludfance to take upon him 

the califat; he pretended, and with fome reafon, to be 
deterred by the difficulty of coming up to the virtues, and the 
noble difintereftednefs of his great predeceflor, whofe whole 
effects did not amount to above twenty (hillings fterling. Omar 
Omar , however, at laft, accepted of the califat, and began raifed to 
to exercife his authority, by praying and preaching to the thecalifat,. 
people. His fucceflion was very pacific, and he was the firft 
whom the Mojlems honoured with the title of commander or 
emperor of the faithful. One of the firft exercifes of his 
power, was to condemn the condu£l of his general, Kaled, 
with regard to the Damafcenes. Both he and Abu Oheidah 
had fubmitted their differences to Abubeker , but the letters 
they wrote coming too late to find him alive, Omar decided 
them, and publicly intimated his intention to give the com¬ 
mand of his army to Abu Obeidah. This ftartled many of 
the Mojlems , who had been witneffes of Kaled’s valour, 
and of the prodigious fuccefs that had attended him ; and it 
Was even hinted to Omar, that Abubeker had never ventured 
to take the command from Kaled , whom he confidered, as a He gives 
fword that was drawn in the defence of religion. Notwith- the com- 
ftanding this, Omar feems to have confidered Kaled in the mand of 
light of a fortunate madman, and that his conduct was far the army 
from being warrantable, by his fuccefs. He thought him to Abu 
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unjuft as well as cruel, and that he harrafled his troops too 
much. He therefore perfifted in his refolution of taking the 
command from Kqled 0 and giving it to Abu Obeiclah , whofe 
commiiiion he accordingly figned. He then formally 
condemned Kaled’s condudf in the affair of the Koran in dill 


' pute between him and Abu Obeidah , to whom he wrote a 
letter of good advice. This letter was lent to Damafcus , 
where it was publicly read by Shadaad and Amru , the former 
^lej. 13. of whom was appointed governor of that city. As to Rated , 

his behaviour upon Alu Obeulah 9 s taking pofleffxon of his 
his new dignity, was magnanimous beyond expreflion ; for 
he fwore, that though, of all mankind, he hated Omar the 
moft, yet as it had been the will of God to raife him to the 
califat, he would obey him the fame as he did Abubeker. 
He then .chearfully refigned his command to Abu Obeidah ,, 
Kahd's and ferved under him with the utmoft fidelity and ala- 
rehgna- crity. 

tion. Omar now refumed the thoughts of conquering Jrack or 

Perjia, and fent Abu Obeid , Moth anna , Amru , and Salit, to 
Progrefs make an irruption, at the head of one thouiand horfe, pro¬ 
of the bably with a view of reconoitring the country. But Abu 
Mojlems Obeid , advancing too far, was defeated and killed by the 
In Perjia. Perjians. Mothanna y however, who fucceeded him in com¬ 
mand, made an orderly retreat, and kept his ground within 
his camp at Thalabiya, a fmalltown on the confines of Syria , 
till he received a reinforcement from the califf, under the 
command of Jarir , by which he was enabled to advance to 
Dir Hindi and to lay wafte all the country upon the borders 
of the Euphrates. According to the Mojlem authors, Irak 
■was at that time governed by a queen, called Artzcmidoflai 
who oppofed the Arabs , with a body of twelve thoufand 
horfe, commanded by her general Mahran . Both armies 
came to an engagement near Hira, and after an obftinate 
difpute, Mothanna having, with his own hand, killed the 
Perfian general, the Arabs remained victorious, though great-: 
ly weakened, and unable to purfue their adverfaries, who re¬ 
tired to Madaycn, a town fituated on the Tygris , about fifteen 
miles diftant from the famous city of Bagdad. ' 

Thisdifgrace upon the Perftan arms, inftidted by the hands 
of a few aefpicable troops, as the Pei fans thought them, 
The exafperated them fo much, that they depofed their queen, 

queen, who was f° on a ^ ter P ut to death ; and was fucceeded by 

Rak, de —Kctzdejerdi the laft of the ancient blood of the Perftan kings, 
pofed and was not s however, more fortunate than his predeceffor ; 
murdered. g ene r a l Rufam, at the head of a powerful army, was 

’ defeated by Mothanna , and Abu Mufa , another Arab com¬ 
mander, conquered Harzamatii another Perftan general, 
who likewife loft his life. Here the reader , is to obferve. 


that though thofe circumftances, 

* * ^ « 


in the main are true, yet 

the 

* 
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the relation we have of them, both from the Perfian and 
Mojlem authors, is dark and confufed, nor indeed is" it ea!y 
to afcertain whether they happened in this or the preceeding 

califat. 

Soon after, we find one Said at the head of Omar’s troops, 
in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and under him, the 
Arabs, as ufual, performed wonders. The Perfian genera], 
tho’ commanding thirty thoufand men, was defeated, but 
not without a bloody engagement, in which the Moferi 
army, which confifted of no more than twelve thoufand 
men, was critically reinforced by fix thoufand frefli troops, 
from which the battle is, by the Arabs , called, “ the day of 
fuccours.” After this, the Mojlem army receiving new rein¬ 
forcements, amounting to thirty thoufand men, engaged 
the Per fans, whofe army we are told, was compofed of one 
hundred and twenty thoufand men, near the city of Ka- . 
defta. The battle, according to the heft accounts, was one The Mof- 
ofthemoft bloody that ever was fought, and lafted three lems \\Sto. 
days, but the event was decifive of the fate of Perfta no r i 0 us at 
fewer than fixty thoufand Pci fans lying dead on the field of the battle 
battle; and about eight thoufand Arabs . It appears, how- of Kadefa, 
ever, that the fuccefs of the Modems was greatly owing to 
the vaft progrefs which Mahometanifm had made, by this 
time, among the Perf am, for we are told that Hormazan , 
the governor of Kuzefan , turned Mahometan, and furren- 
dered that province to the califf, the reft of the Perfans 
following his example, while their king Yazdejerd, was 
obliged to fly, and was ftript of ail his treasures ; his capital 
city falling into the hands of the califf. 

Thefe fucceffes would appear incredible, were it not, 
we are certain, that that fine country was conquered by the 
Arabs , and indeed, to men like them, no difficulties vfcre in- 
furmountable. As a proof of this, we need but mention 
their adventure at a monaftery called Kudos, fituated between 
Tripoli and Harr an, about two days journey from Da- 
maj'cus. 

In this monaftry lived a prieft of fuch fanClity and purity Their ex- 
of manners, that he was reforted to by all ranks and’degrees, pedition 
of men and women, from all quarters, efpeeially at Eafer. to Kudos., 
No young married couple thought their bappinefs complete 
till they received his benediction, and all the neighbourhood 
of his monaftery, during the Eafer holidays, which the 
Greeks in thofe days held in vaft veneration, was covered 
with booths in the nature of a fair, where all kind of rich 
fluffs and commodities were expofed to fale. Soon after the 
reduction of Damafcus , Abu Obeidah had intelligence of this 
noble booty, and he immediately formed a fcheme for be¬ 
coming matter of it. It happened about this time that the 
prefeCt of Tripolf s daughter, having been married to a per¬ 
ron of great eminence, had, with her bridegroom, repaired 

|q the monaftery, to receive the holy father’s benediction* 

' and. 
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and, to prated: her from infult, (he was guarded by a con? 
voy of fix thoufand regular troops, and the company^be¬ 
longing to the fair befides, confifting of Jews, Armenians, 
Copts, and the like, amounting to about ten thoufand men 
more. 

A Chriltian, inftigated by the hopes of (haring plunder, 
where informed Abu Gheidah of the time and place where this fair 
they fuc- was held ; and offered to con dud any body ofmeii h ; e fhould 
ceed appoint, to the monakery. He fcems, however, to have been 

ignorant, as well as Aha Qbehlah was, of the difficulty of the 
undertaking. No more than five hundred horfe were ap¬ 
pointed under Abdallah to carry it into execution- They 
marched with fuch fecrecy, that they arrived under cloud of 
night, undiicovered in fight of the nvenufiery, and they fb >n 
received intelligence of the krength they had to encounter. 
But nothing could daunt the Arabs, when in fight* of thciy 
prey and plunder. Abdallah fwore to his men that he would 
lofe his life or poffefs the Chriftian fpoils, and that paradife 
was under the fhadow of their fwords. In the morning, 
when the fair was opened, the Chrikians were attacked by 
Abdallah with fuch fury, that many of them were put to the 
fvvord, and all the goods in the fair were in danger of being 
carried off*. But -when they found what a defpicable num¬ 
ber the Arabs were, they clofed them in on every fide, and 
would have put them all to death, had not Abdallah forced 

ana 


his 


we,y 

v/itn ^ rCcit forfuccours. 


through 


the 


enemy., ana poked to Damafcus 
dialed, upon Abu Obeidah's application, readily 
difficulty, undertook the fervicc, and arming himfelf with a fhirt of 

mail, which he had kript the falfe prophet Mofeilama of, 
. and a cap that had been blefied by Mahomet, he inkantly 

marched, at the head of a. body of cavalry, and came to 
Kodos , with fuch expedition, that he faved the remains of 
Abdallah's, party, who were finking under the number and 
weight of their enemies, from being cut tp pieces, and ob¬ 
tained a complete victory over the Chrikians, in which he 
was greatly affified bv bis faithful companion Dcrar, who 
killed the governor of ' Tripoli , the father of the young bride. 
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Chrif tjans, nmo ngk whom was the bride herfelf, 
pr nepers; and the Arabs made themfelves maf- 


the holy 


ms; and the 

ters of the whole merchandizes and effects of the fair, which 
amounted to an immenfe funs. We are told, however, that" 

prick was fpared by dialed, who informed him he 
would have put him to a cruel death, had he not been for¬ 
bidden by the apokle of God to imbrue his hands in his 
Mood. Amongst other particulars of this valuable booty, we 
are told cf a garment mok curioufly wrought with the effigies 
of jefus Carl ft. 'This, no doubt, was in imitation of thofc 
_ handkerchiefs w r hich were faid to belong to J^eronica', and of 

i.heirvail winch fo bad a ufe was afterwards made, both by the Lathi 

and the Greek church. Thetruth is, the luxury and degeneracy 
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prun'd 
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ou r nefs, and temperance of the Arabs were exemplary. 

Abu Obeidab was in great pain, till he faw Kaled return at 
the head of his victorious detachment. Though he was him- 
felf without any paffion of avarice to gratify,_ without luff, 
aiu | without defirc, yet his religion prompted him to all. The 
difpoiling of infidels, and the propagation of Iflamifm, by 
the mod cruel and inhuman means, were the corner flones 
of the Modem faith ; and, by a combination of principles, 
not uncommon amongft enthuiiafts, the moft exalted vir¬ 
tues were employed to the moft deteftable purpofes. 

berar had been remarkably ferviceable, in the expedition jy erar r e 
of Kodos, and having killed the prefect of TripoliAbu Obei - wart ied. 
aa l made him a prefent of his fine horfe and furniture, which 
were adorned with jewels of a prodigious value. Derar ge- 
ncroufly made a prefent of thofe jewels to his fifter, the brave 
and beautiful Kaulah , who as generoufly diftributed them 
imonvft her female friends ; and the prefe&’s daughter was 


bellowed in marriage upon Abdallah. 

The califf, as has been already obferved, was the head of 
the Modem religion, as well as government, and his Alb¬ 
erts confidered "him as -the fucccfibr of Mahomet in both. 
When Abu Qbcidah , therefore, informed Omar of the happy 
event of the expedition to Kodos, he acquainted him at the: 
fame time, with the deepeft concern, that his troops in Syria 
had made free with the wines which that delicious country 
and its neighbourhood produces. Omar, fenfible that his au- 


Mahomet 


tutions, by th 


V 

punifh 


every offender in that particular with eighty baftinadoes, * 
or frrokes with a dat wooden inftrument upon the foies 0 f 
his feet. The crime had been corrfmitted in fecret, and ? s c 
therefore it was impoffible to bring the criminals to any d f in . ers . 
legal conviction. But Abu Obeidab enforced the heinoufnels ?. wmem 
of the crime fo effectually, to the confciences of the often 1115 arm y* 
ders, that many of them confeffed their guilt, and fubmitted 
to the punifhment. 

Abu Obeidab now proceeded to other conquefts, particular- . 

Iv to make himfelf mafter of Baalbec, acity of Syria, which A f, f l “ 

J . • . • • i i i r. i ii dah s rar-» 

pro 


to this day is the pride and wonder of the world, for the mag- 
niScent and elegant remains of antiquity that it contains. 1 e f 
This conqueft, however, appeared too difficult, the place S rels 
having been ftrongly fortified, by orders of the emperor 
Ueraclius , and he firft advanced againft JuJhiyali, the gover- 
of which made a kind of provifional truce with him, 
igreeing to furrender the place within one year, if, during 
:hat time, he fhoukl reduce Baalbec, Hems, and Sahwah > and 
igreeing to pay him upon the fpot, four thoufand pieces of 
jold, and fifty iilk veftments. Abu Obeidab then advanced 
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vage the adjacent-country. Kaled had done this fo effe&u. 
ally, that the inhabitants of Hems purchased a truce for one 
year, at the expence often thoufana pieces of gold, and two 
hundred filk veftments ; promifing, that if they were not re¬ 
lieved by their emperor before the expiration of the truce, 
to furrenderto the califf. 

As Abu Obeidah had full powers from Omar , to a£t as lie 
fhould think proper, he treated the Greeks with the greateft 
lenity. When they refufed to fubmit to Mahometanifm , he 
impofed upon them an annual tax of about fifty fhillings a 
head, but preferved them in the full poflefiaon of their other 
properties. This wife and mild conduct towards a people 
fo immerfed in luxury, as the fubje&s of the Greek empire 
then were, had prodigious effedts. No longer fleeced by 
their own rapacious governors, they fubmitted to a power 
upon whofe faith they could depend. Tiberias , Cefaria and 
Mifan , together with the important province of Ktnniffm 
fubmitted to the fame terms, as JuJhzya , and Hems had done, 
and proper boundaries were fixt for the territories of both 
powers, which were inviolably maintained by Abu Obei¬ 
dah 

This condudt of the Moflem general, was far from being 
agreeable to the fpirit of the enthuiiaft Arabs . Kaled , in par¬ 
ticular, exclaimed againft it, as taking from him and the 
zealous Mojlems , all opportunities of fhedding the blood of 
Chriftians ,and other unbelievers, and Omar himfelf was fo 
much influenced, that he gave Abu Obeidah a gentle repri¬ 
mand, for his inactivity at Hems , where he flill kept his head 
quarters. The time of the truce being now upon the point 
of expiring, Abu Obeidah put his troops in motion, and lea¬ 
ving an officer with a fufficient body of men, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Hems, he advanced to Hamah , or the antient 
Hamatb , one of the nobleft cities of Syria , which concluded 
a truce him upon the fame terms that he had granted to Hems, 
and Kifinijrim ; other places in the neighbourhood fubmitted 
in like manner. 


and Kin- 
yffivn 


In the mean while, the governor of Kinnifrim , folicited 
the emperor Heraclius for troops. It is hard to fay with the 
Mojlem authors, that this was a breach of the truce, which 
undoubtedly was only conditional, and indeed Abu Obeidah , 
feems to have confidered it as none, for he refufed to ad 


hoftily againft the place, till the time of the truce was ex : 
pired. We are, therefore, to impute the hoftilities that fol¬ 
lowed chiefly to the impatience of the Mojlem officers, who 
hated the inactivity of their troops ; and obliged Abu Obei¬ 
dah to form the blockade of 'Kinnifrim . The governor of the 
place, was at this time in the field, at the head of a ftrong' 
body, and Kaled was detached with a party to intercept his 
return i but here Kaled'$ good fortune had almoft abandoned 
him. 
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An Arab of great power, called Jaballah , the head of the Hiftory of 
tribe of Gajfan , had turned Mojlem , and had made the pilgri- Jaballah 
mage of Mecca , in the company of Omar . During the pro- an Arab 
ceflion, a Mojlem of mean rank, happening to tread upon prince. 
Jaballah''s vert, the latter beat him, upon which the injured 
party complained to Omar, jaballah rather juftified than de r 
nyed the fa£b; becaufe he was a fovereign and the other only 
a peafant, but Omar gave him to underftand, that all his 
fubjedts, as MoJle?ns , were upon the fame footing, and that 
unlefs the peafant would forgive him, he would order the 
law of retaliation to be executed upon him. But the pu- 
nifhment was fufpended till next day, and in the night 
Jaballah made his efcape, and went to Conjlantinople , where 
he was joyfully received by the emperor Heraclius , who em¬ 
ployed him againft the Arabs. It was in order to form a 
junftion with Jaballah that the governor of Kinnifrim was in 
the field when be fell in with Kaled, whofe force was far 
inferior to that of the governor j and Kaled's party muft have 
been cut in pieces had he not been feafonably fupported by 
Mu Obeidah. Kaled , ■ however, fought fo defperately that 
he killed with his own hand the governor of Kinnifrim. This 
feems to have facilitated the reduction of that place, which 
finally fubmitted to Abu Obeidah , and the inhabitants ac¬ 
knowledged themfelves, fubjedb to the califf, while all who 
continued Chriftians agreed to pay him a poll tax of four 
dinars a head each dinar being in value about one mark fter- 
ling- 

The Mojlem army was then divided; Kaled with one part of it Baalbec 
was fent to invert Hems , the time of the truce being now ex- befieped 
pired, and Abu Obeidah formed the fiege ,of Baalbec. This 
city is the fame with the antient Heliopolis and Libanum , 
and befides its natural and artificial ftrength it was provided 
with a numerous garifon under its governor Herbis, who feems 
to have been fon to the late governor of Damafcus. While 
Mu Obeidah was forming the fiege, one of his parties fell in 
with a rich caravan of filks and fugar, two commodities then 
very fcarce, and therefore very valuable, which they plun¬ 
dered. 1 his coming to the ears of Herbis , he iffned out of 
the city at the head of fix thoufund horfe, but he had the 
misfortune to fall in with the main body of the Mojlcms , 
commanded by Abu Obeidah , who killed a great many of his 
men, and forced him back to the city defperately wounded. 

It was fome time however before Abu Obeidah could regularly 
form the fiege of Baalbec , which had been, by the emperor’s 
particular order, ftored with provifions, and every thing 
that could contribute to a vigorous defence; and Herbis him- 
felf was an excellent and brave officer. 

Abu Obeidah , was fenfible of the neceffity he was under to 
fave the lives of his men; he endeavoured to perfuadethT 
inhabitants into a furrender-: and offered them the fame terms 
lie had offered to Kinnifrim. The good faith, which Abu 
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Obeidab had obferved, his mild treatment of the places who 

had hitherto lubmitted to him, but above all the terror of 

the Mojlem arms which had performed fuch wonders, incli¬ 
ned many of the inhabitants to a furrender, but Herbis not 
only overawed them, but tore Abu Obeidab's letter in pieces, 
and ordered the bearer of it inftantly.to be gone out of the 
and at- city* The Arabs incenfed with this indignity, made two 
tacked but general aflaults, upon the place, but were repul fed in both with 
without fo much vigour, that Abu Obeidab and the chief officers, had 


and at- 


without 

fuccefs. 


Modems 


by put¬ 


ting them in mind, that nothing had happened to them but 
by the decree of God, who rewarded with the honours of 
martyrdom, all who-fell by the hands of infidels. In the 
mean while, Abu Obeidab was obliged to order his troops, to 
a greater diftanee from the city, winch he found much ftrong- 
er than he imagined, and defended by a citadel. 

Tfie go- This retreat encouraged Herbis at the head of the garifon, 
vernorial- to make a frefti fally while the MoJIem troops were feparated 
lies part of them being affigned to different pofts, under £W 

and Said. The attack of Herbis was dire&ed againft Abu 
Obeidab , who with his army muff have been cut to pieces, 
had not one of his officers, who was obliged to retire from 


the field, found means 
general’s danger. They 
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ih 
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the war, the Greeks^ by the teffimony of the Arabs them- 
felves, behaving incomparably well. The event was, that 
Herbis was driven to take refuge in an old monaffery, on the 
top of a neighbouring hill, from whence he made foveral 
lailies, but being ftill driven back, he was at laft blockaded 
by the Modems, and his communication with the city was 


by the Modems^ and his communication 

cut or'f. 'I'll is oblige] ITn his to pr-pof 

&r himfelf -fnd the city? which Abu 0 be id 

>Lhe term's were, that the' 


rc : .«k*r bnrh 




ft 


OF THE WORLD. 



complaint agmnft Her'ts , who feems to have been pretty He is put 
arbitrary in nis proceedings, especially in obliging them to to death, 
raife their {hare of the capitulation money, for we are told 
that a great number of them furrounded him, and put him 
to death. It is however probable that the only crimes Herbis 
was guilty of, were, his courage and his fidelity to his maf- 
ter, and that the inhabitants o t Baalbec 9 chofe rather to be 
under the califf than under the emperor. For no fooner 
was Herbis dead, than they invited Rqfi 9 whom Abu Obeidab 
nominated to be governor of thediftriil of Baalbec , into their 

city. But the barbarian had too quick a fenfe of juftice to 

break the capitulation, and abfolutely refufed to enter the 
place, till he received frefh orders from his general, who 
was then on his march againft Hems. -Abu Obeidab confider- 
ing it to be the prayer of the parties themfelves, fent Rafi 
orders to enter the place, which he acordingly did with nine 
hundred men. 

Thus one of the moft important cities in the Eaft, and 
the moft magnificent perhaps in the world, fell into the hands 
of rude illiterate barbarians ; who were blind to all its beau¬ 


ties, and infqnfible of its grandeur. Nothing however is 
more remarkable than that prodigious ftridtnefs of difcipline, 
which Abu Obeidab kept up amongft his men. For tho’ he 
owed his fafety and deliverance to the feafonable fuccour 
brought him by Derar and Said> yet he publickly repremand- 
ed them both for quitting their pofts without his or¬ 
ders. 

During the fiege of Baalbec , the people of Hems , had lei- „ t 
fure to fortify their city, and had done it to great advantage. aem be 
Abu Obeidab with fome colour of reafon pretended that as 
the time of the truce was now expired, the inhabitants ought 

to open their gates to his army, and he font them a fummons 

to that ettcet. But the governor inftead of complying, ha- 

rabees of afiiftance from thej^peror, made a 'clef- 
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vage the adjacent*country. Kaled had done this fo effe$u 
ally, that the inhabitants of Hems purchafed a truce fororv 
ear, at the expence often thoufand pieces of gold, and twi 
undred fillc veftments j promifing, that if they were not re 
lieved by their emperor before the expiration of the truce 
to furrenderto the califf. 

and wife As Abu Obeidah had full powers from Omar , to a£t as hi 
conduft. ihould think proper, he treated the Greeks with the greateH 

lenity. When they refufed to fubmit to Mahometanifn, h< 
impofed upon them an annual tax of about fifty {hillings; 
head, but preferred them in the full pofleffion of their othei 
properties. This wife and mild conduct towards a people 
fo immerfed in luxury, as the fubje£ta of the Greek empire 
then were, had prodigious effects. No longer fleeced bj 
their own rapacious governors, they fubmitted to a powei 
upon whofe faith they could depend. Tiberias , Cefaria and 
Mi fan , together with the important province of Kinnijjri 
fubmitted to the fame terms, as JuJhiya , and Hems had done, 
and proper boundaries were fixt for the territories of both 
powers, which were inviolably maintained by Abu Obei¬ 
dah 

This conduct of the Mojlem general, was far from being 
agreeable to the fpirit of the enthufiaft Arabs. Kaled , in par¬ 
ticular, exclaimed againft it, as taking from him and the 
zealous Mojlems , all opportunities of fhedding the blood or 
Chriftians ,and other unbelievers, and Omar himfelf was fo 
much influenced, that he gave Abu Obeidah a gentle repri¬ 
mand, for his inadtivity at Hems , where he ftill kept his head 

The time of the truce being now upon the point 
of expiring, Abu Obeidah put his troops in motion, and lea¬ 
ving an officer with a fufficient body of men, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Hems , he advanced to Hamah , or the antient 
Hamath , one of the nobleft cities of Syria , which concluded 
a truce him upon the fame terms that he had granted to Hews, 
and Kiiinijrim j other places in the neighbourhood fubmitted 
in like manner. 

In the mean while, the governor of Kinnifrim , folicited 
the emperor Heraclius for troops. It is hard to fay with the 
Mofem authors, that this was a breach of the truce, which 
undoubtedly was only conditional, and indeed Abu Obeidah , 
feems to have confidered it as none, for he refufed to ad 
hoftily againft the place, till the time of the truce was ex¬ 
pired. We are, therefore, to impute the hoftilities that fol¬ 
lowed chiefly to the impatience of the Mofem officers, who 
hated the inactivity of their troops ; and obliged Abu Obei¬ 
dah to form the blockade of Kinnifrim. The governor of the 
place, .was at this time in the field, at the head of a ftrong 
body, and Kaled was detached with a party to intercept his 
return j but here Kaled'$ good fortune had almoft abandoned 
him. 
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An Arab of great power, called Jaballah , the head of the Hiftory of 
tribe of GaJJan , had turned Mojlem , and had made the pilgri- Jaballah 
mage of Mecca y in the company of Omar. During the pro- an Arab 
Iceflion, a Mojlem of mean rank, happening to tread upon prince. 
Jaballah's veil, the latter beat him, upon which the injured 
party complained to Omar. Jaballah rather juftified than de r 
nyed the fa<St; becaufe he was a fovereign and the other only 
a peafant, but Omar gave him to underftand, that all his 
fubjedbs, as MoJle?ns , were upon the fame footing, and that 
unlefs the peafant would forgive him, he would order the 
law of retaliation to be executed upon him. But the pu- 
nilhment was fufpended till next day, and in the night 
Jaballah made his efcape, and went to Conjlantinople , where 
he was joyfully received by the emperor Heraclius , who em¬ 
ployed him againft the Arabs. It was in order to form a w jj 0 • • 
junction with Jaballah that the governor of Rinnifrim was in rr J 1. J 
the field when he fell in with Kaled, whofe force was far 
inferior to that of the governor; and Kaled's party muft have 
been cut in pieces had he not been feafonably fupported by 
Abu Obeidah. Kaled ,' however, fought fo defperately that 
he killed with his own hand the governor of Kinnifrbn. This 
feems to have facilitated the redu&ion of that place, which 
finally fubmitted to Abu Obeidah, and the inhabitants ac¬ 
knowledged themfelves, fubjedb to the califF, while all who 
continued Chriftians agreed to pay him a poll tax of four 
dinars a head each dinar being in value about one mark fter- . 
ling. 

The Mojlem army was then divided ; Kaled with one part of it Baalhee 
was fent to invert He?ns , the time of the truce being now ex- befieged 
pired, and Abu Obeidah formed the fiege ,of Baalbec. This 
city is the fame with the antient Heliopolis and Libanum , 
and befides its natural and artificial ftrength it was provided 
with a numerous garifon under its governor Hcrbis , who feems 
fo have been fon to the late governor of Damajcus. While 
Abu Obeidah was forming the fiege, one of his parties fell in 
with a rich caravan of filks and fugar, two commodities then 
very lcarce, and therefore very valuable, which they plun¬ 
dered. T his coming to the ears of Herbis , he ifCued out of 
the city at the head of fix thoufand horfe, but he had the 
misfortune to fall in with the main body of the MoJlems y 
commanded by Abu Obeidah , who killed a great many of his 
ipen, and forced him back to the city defperately wounded. 

It was fome time however before Abu Obeidah could regularly 
form the fiege of Baalbec , which had been, by the emperor’s 
particular order, ftored with provifions, and every thing 
that could contribute to a vigorous defence; and Herbis him- 
felf was an excellent and brave officer. 

Abu Obeidah , was fenfible of the neceffity he was under to 
fave the lives of his men; he endeavoured to perfuadethT 
inhabitants into a furrender; and offered them the fame terms 
He had offered to Kinnifritn. The good faith, which Abu 
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Obeidab had obferved, his mild treatment of the places wh 

had hitherto fubmitted to him, but above all the terror o 

the Mojlem arms which had performed fuch wonders, incli 
ned many of the inhabitants to a furrender, but Herbis no 
only overawed them, but tore Abu Obeidab's letter in pieces 
and ordered the bearer of it inftantly. to be gone out of th 


and at- city. The 


indignity, made tw< 


fuccefs. 


tacked but general aflaults, upon the place, but were repul fed in both wit! 
without fo much vigour, that Abu Obeidab and the chief officers, hac 

fome difficulty to keep the Mojlcms from defponding, by put¬ 
ting them in mind, that nothing had happened to them bui 
by the decree of God, who rewarded with the honours ol 
martyrdom, all who- fell by the hands of infidels. In the 
mean while, Abu Obeidab was obliged to order his troops, tc 
a greater diftance from the city, winch he found much ftrong- 
er than he imagined, and defended by a citadel. 

The go- This retreat encouraged Heidis at the head of the garifon, 
vernorfal- to make a frefh fally while the Mojleni troops were feDaraterl 
lies part of them being affigned to different pofts, 


Dc 


and Said. The 


Herb 


Obeidab , who with his army muff have been cut to pieces, 
had not one of his officers, who was obliged to retire from 


Derat 


the field, 

general’s danger. They flew to his relief, and reftored the 
conflict, which was the fharpefr of any that had been during 
the war, the Greeks , by the teftimony of the Arabs them- 
felves, behaving incomparably well. The event was, that 
Herbis was driven to take refuge in an old monaftery, on the 
top of a neighbouring hill, from whence he made feveral 
fallies, but being ftill driven back, he was at laft blockaded 


Mcjh 

butcapi- cut oft. Th 


tulates 
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s obliged Herbis to propofe a furrender both 
for himfelf and the city, which Abu Obeidab at laft agreed to. 
The terms were, that the citizens ffiould pay to the Arabs 
two thoufand ounces of gold, and four thoufand ounces of 
filver, befides fupplying them with two thoufand filk vefts, 
one thoufand fvvords, and all the arms Herbis carried with 
him into oldmonaftery. The citizens likewife fuhmit- 
ted to the lame terms as had been granted to the inhabitants 
of Kinnifrim ; to renounce their allegiance to the Greek empire, 
and to promife obedience to the califf. They likewife en¬ 
gaged not to ere6t any more churches or religious houfes, 
within the territory of Baalbec. Abu O’eidab on his part, 
promifed that the new governor of Baalbec fhould not enter 
the city, but receive the tribute of the inhabitants from the 


walls. 


Herbis 


the old monaftery could have obliged him to fuch fhameful 
terms of furrender, and he was obliged to pay down the 
fourth part of the money out of his own pocket. The citi¬ 
zens however, by all that we can learn, had great caufes of 

complaint 
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Complaint apifinfl: Her 'is , who feems to have been pretty He is put 
arbitrary in nis proceedings, efpecially in obliging them to to death, 
raife their fhare of the capitulation money,, for we are told 
that a great number of them furrounded him, and put him 
to death. It is however probable that the only crimes Herbis 
was guilty of, were, his courage and his fidelity to his maf- 
ter, and that the inhabitants of Baalbec, chofe rather to be 
under the califf than under the emperor. For no fooner 
was Herbis dead, than they invited Rqfi, whom Abu Obeidah 
nominated to be governor of the diftriil of Baalbec , into their 

city. But the barbarian had too quick a fenfe of juftice to 

break the capitulation, and abfolutely refufed to enter the 
place, till he received frefh orders from his general, who 
was then on his march againft Hems. 'Abu Obeidah confider- 
ingit to be the prayer of the parties themfelves, fen t Rafi 
orders to enter the place, which he acordingly did with nine 
hundred men. 

Thus one of the moll important cities in the Eaft, and 
the mod: magnificent perhaps in the world, fell into the hands 
of rude illiterate barbarians ; who were blind to all its beau¬ 
ties, and infenfible of its grandeur. Nothing however is 
more remarkable than that prodigious ftri£fnefs of difcipline, 
which Abu Obeidah kept up amongft his men. For tho’ he 
owed his fafety and deliverance to the feafonable fuccour 
brought him by Derar and Said, yet he publickly repremand- 
cd them both for quitting their pofts without his or¬ 
ders. 

During the fiege of Baalbec, the people of Hems, had lei- rr 1 1. 
fure to fortify their city, and had done it to great advantage. em e ‘ 
Abu Obeidah with fome colour of reafon pretended that as 
the time of the truce was now expired, the inhabitants ought 
to open their gates to his army, and he fent them a fummons 
to that effe£f. But the governor inftead of complying, ha- 
ving affuranees of affiftance from the emperor, made adef- 
perate fally upon the Arabs and tho’ they were beat back, yet 
Abu Obeidah was quickly fenfible that he muft have recourfe 
to ftratagem, before he could become mailer of the place. 

He therefore pretended, that being tired of the fiege, he would the fiege 
march againft fome other diftant fortrefles, provided the in- raifed. 
habitants of Hems, would, furnifh his troops with provifions 
for his march. This offer was readily accepted, and the 
provifions furnifh.ed, and Abu Obeidah marched to Arrejlan, a- 
nother ftrong fortrefs of Syria , near which place he feems to 
have been joined by Kalea. 

Here we are told of a ftratagem, employed by Abu Obeidah Arrejlan 
which carries on the face of it, fome marks of fidtion ; but taken by 
has upon occafion been employed with fuccefs in war. Foi ftratagem. 
it is faid, that Abu Obeidah, delired leave of the governor of 
Arrejlan to leave with him fome of his heavy baggage; that 
he might march forward, and the governor feeing uppn what 
good terms he had parted with the people of Hems, readily 

confented. 
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contented. Upon this Abu Obeiddb fent into the caftle o{ 
Arrejlan twenty large chefts, each fecured by locks without, 
containing an Arab officer, who by moving the bottom of 
the cheft, could come out of it when he pleated. Thefe 
chefts being depofited in the caftle, Abu Obeidah marched 
forward, but left Kaled with a party in ambufcade. near the 
place. The Moflem army difappearing, the inhabitants of 
Arrejlan met in their church, to give thanks for their deliver¬ 
ance from fuch unwelcome guefts, and Derar with the other 
Arab officers, who were fhut up in the chefts, made ufe of 
this opportunity to rid themfelves of their confinement, and 
rufhing out they forced the governors lady to give them the 
keys of the city, with which they opened the gates to 
Kaled , and thereby became mafters of Arrejlan , without fpil- 
ling a drop of blood. 

, Tho’ this ftratagem, as has been already obferved, carries 
with it an air of - romance, yet nothing is too difficult to be 
believed of the intrepidity of the Arabs , and the treachery of 
the Greeks . For it is very poflible, that the whole of this 
ftratagem, if true, was no other than a piece of management, 
between Abu Obeidah , and the governor and principal inha¬ 
bitants of Arrajlan , to give a colour for the furrender of the 
place. Be that as it will, Abu O.beidah , detached two thou¬ 
sand men from his army to garrifon it. Some of the inhabi¬ 
tants we are told, embraced Mahometifm , and thofe who did 
not, as the place was taken without any capitulation, were 
obliged to retire to the neighbouring cities and country. 
Shaizar Abu Obeidah marched with his army next to Shaizar , a 
taken by town lying on each fide of the river Orontes , now Barada , over 
the Arabs, which the inhabitants had a communication by a magnificent 

bridge. The perpetual flow of fuccefs, attending the arms of 
the Arabs , made them now to be confidered by the inhabitants 
of Syria, and the neighbouring provinces, as fomewhat more 
than men; and Abu Obeidah himfelf, in all the difpatches 
and fummons’s he ifiued, did not fail to afcribe his conquefo 
to a fupernatural power favouring his arms. Upon his fum- 
moning the people of Shaizar to furrender, the inhabitants, 
were inclinable to comply, but being chaftifed by the go¬ 
vernor for their cowardice, they put him, and the few who 
flood by him, to the fword, and bafely furrendered the city to 
the barbarians. When Abu Obeidah took pofleflion of it, 
he {hewed particular marks of favour to the traytors who 
delivered it up, and thus another of the mod important places 
in all the Eaft, fell without bloodfhed, under the dominion 
of the Mojknis. 


Hems a- 
gain be- 

fieged. 


The vaft credit Abu ObeidaFs arms had acquired, made 
him now think that no enterprize was too difficult for him 
to attempt He pretended that he had kept his faith with 
the inhabitants of Hems , by railing the liege of their city, 
and marching to other conquells which he had compleated, 

he therefore returned, and fate down before that city. It was 
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Jn vain for the governor, and the principal inhabitants to 
upbraid him for a breach of faith, for he maintained that 
he had fulfilled all he had promifed j and that if there was 
a failure, it was on their fide, in not opening their gates in 
terms of the former truce. _ Here it may be proper to ob- 
ferve in general, that intrepid andenterprifing, as thefe barba¬ 
rians were, they met with many checks, when they en- 
I countered men of refolution and courage, in any degree 
I €qu al to their own. They excelled in hardinefs and activity 
m ore than in bodily ftrength, and the Greeks had infinitely 
the advantage of them as to armour, and engineering. The 
governor of He?ns t refolving to fell the place as dear as he 
could, prepared himfelf for attacking the infidels next day, 
by taking the facrament in St. Georg?s church, the night be¬ 
fore. Tho’ this was indeed a defperate expedient, yet it 
feemed to be the only one he could take, the garrifon being 
in no condition to ffand a fiege, on account of the provifions, 
they had fo creduloufly parted with to their enemies. A Th eArabs 
brave attack therefore was refolved upon, and next day, the defeated 
governor marched out at the head of five thoufand horfe, and in a fally 
charged the Arabs fo furioufly, that notwithftanding all that 
Kaled , and the other Mojlem generals could do, they were put 
to the route. 

Abu Obciclah was too fenfible of the disadvantages he lay 
under to think of attempting to make himfelf matter of the 
place by force. By the advice of Kaled therefore, he feign¬ 
ed a retreat, but the Greeks pouring tumultuoufly from their 
works, upon his rear, they were attacked in their turn, 
their communication with the city cut off, and fixteen hun¬ 
dred of the moft forward of them, together with their gover¬ 
nor were deftroyed. Upon this difafter, theywho remained in but at laft 
the city, offered to capitulate, but Abu Obcidab was prevented carry the 
from agreeing to their offer, notwithftanding the vaft advan- place, 
tages attending it, by an event which now threatned, the 
entire deftruftion of the Mojlem empire: 

The Greek empire was ftill very powerful and rich, and The Greek 
the emperor Heraclius being afhamed and grieved, at the ama- emperor 
fing progrefs of the barbarians, employed his whole ftrength raifes a 
in crufhing them. In an affembly of his chief councellors, it great-ar* 
was agreed upon by thofe of the greateft piety and under- my. 
Handing, that the- difgraces his arms had fuffered, were 
owing to the divifions, vices, impieties, and degeneracies 
of his fubje&s. But the necefilty of union and reformation, 
being now apparent, and Heraclius having got over to his 
fide Jaballah the king of GajJ'an , whom we have already 
mentioned, and who is faid to have been able to bring four 
thoufand Arabs to the field, he gave orders to afiemble his ar¬ 
my from all quarters, and to advance againft Abu Obeidab , 
who was then employed in the fiege of Hems . According 
to the Mojlem authors, when all the imperial army was af- 
fembled, its numbers amounted to two hundred and forty 

1,2 ' thoufand 
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tlioufand men, but the moft formidable part of them, were 
thofe led by Jaballtih who forced the van of the Greek 
army, the whole being commanded, by Manuel, a Greek ge¬ 
neral ; but who feems to have been very unequal to his 
poft. 

Bad con- It feems to have been too melancholy a truth, that the 
duftof Greek army in their march, were guilty of vaft diforders,' 
the Impe- which ferved only to reconcile the inhabitants of the country, 
rialifts. thro’ which they marched, to the regularity and temperance 

of the Mojlems. We are told of their having committed 
great barbarities, againft fuch of the imperial fubjetSts as had 
been obliged to fubmit to the califf, and who were intimi¬ 
dated from joining them, which feme of them however did, 
or were forced to do This diforderly behaviour gave in¬ 
finite advantages to the barbarians* who knew well how to 
make ufe of it. 

Enthufi- The army under Abu Obeidah , had already fuffered incredible 
afm otthe hardfhips, in w’hich they had been fupported chiefly if not 
Arabs . wholy, by the fpirit of enthufiafm that ftill poflfefled them. 

The black eyed girls of Houri , whom they imagined they 
, faw Handing on the banks of paradife waving to them their 
green handkerchiefs, and inviting them to their embraces, 
with the fofteft expreflions of love, made them plunge with 
pleafure into danger j and tho’ checked by Abu Obeidah and 
their officers, many of them even rufhed upon death that 
they might enjoy paradife. But the chief pillar of their pro¬ 
phet’s religion being founded upon fuccefs, the whole fabric 
Was now endangered by the prodigious army advancing 
againft them. Abu Obeidah , unable to leave a garifon pow¬ 
erful enough to fecure his important conqueft of Hems , was 
obliged to keep the field, and was in danger of being furround- 
ed by the imperialifts. In this diftrefs he fummoned a council 
of his chief officers,, who all, excepting the intrepid foul of 
Kaled , appeared to be filled with defpondency and defpair; 
their opinions were divided, fome were for marching imme¬ 
diately back to. Arabia , where they could be joined with 
frefh reinforcements $ and others were for fortifying them- 
felves in their camp, and waiting the event of an attack. 
Jntrepidi- The firft of thofe expedients was rejected by Kaled , as be- 
ty of K<r- ing too cowardly, the latter, as being too defperate, and he 
led. propofed that the army fhould immediately retire to Ter- 

mouk , as beinjr the moft proper place for keeping their 
communication open with the califf $ and for their receiving 
any reinforcements that might be fent him. 

Wife con- As the emperor’s fon, according to the Mojlem writers, 
duftof was advanced as far as Cesfaria , at the head of.forty thou- 
Abu Obei- fand men, this advice was approved of, but ftill their retreat 
dab. muft be attended with difficulty and danger. Notwithftan- 

ding all the differences in fentiment and condinft, between 
Abu Obeidah and Kaled , the latter continued to ferve under 
him with incredible zeal and fidelity. But Abu Obeidah on 

this 
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this occafion, gave an exalted proof of his good fenfe, fof 
Knowing the fuperior genius of Kaled in execution and en- 
terprifing; he freely refigned himfelf to his orders, and the 
retreat to Termoiik , was made good without any lofs. Ma¬ 
nual was feverely reproached by the emperor’s fon, for fuffer-^ 

Ing the enemy thus to efcape, but he appears to have had 
fecret inftru£tions from the emperor, if poffible to give them 
terms, if they would evacuate his dominions- 
Abu Obeidah and Kaled on the other hand, by their fpies, Kakd de«t 
had perfect intelligence of the ftrength and character of their feated. 
enemies j and they foon were made fenfible, that the great* 
eft danger they had to fear, was from the chriftian Arabs , 
under JabaMah. Abu Obeidah therefore having effected his 
retreat to Yermouh, entered into a kind of feparate treaty with 
Jaballab, with a view of detaching him from the emperor’s 
jntereft, but that not proving fuccefsful, Kaled who had a 
thorough contempt for the reft of the imperial troops, formed 
the defpcrate refolution of attacking him, with the flower 
of the Mojlem army, compofed of the Anfars and the Moaje - 
tin. The attack tho’ defperate, was ineffectual. Three of 
the beft generals under Kaled , Tozid , Rafi, and Derar, were 


& 


taken prifoners, and in them he thought he loft an army, 
nor could all 'Jaballah's lofs, which was confiderably greater 
than that of the Mojlems , make amends for them, ^ut to 
compleat Kaled's mifcarriage, his fiery temper hurried him 
to affront the Moajerin by his partiality to the Anfars'. which 
produced a breach between them, that might have been 
fatal to their common caufe had it not been made up by 
the prudence and add refs of Abu Obeidah . 

By this time Abdallah^ the moft expeditious meflenger of Abu Obei* 
all the Mojlems , was detached by A u Obeidah to the cal iff dab fend* 
tvhom he found at Mecca , and informed him of the danger the to the ca» 
Mojlems were in, from the ftrength and number of the im- liph for 
perial army. The fervices of Omar's other troops in other fuccours. 
places were fo numerous and fo various, that he could not 
ipare at this time a reinforcement equal to the danger* which 
he heard of with fenfible but fecret concern. He had recourfe 
however, to the never failing Hozem, from which he plenti¬ 
fully quoted fentences of confolationj and mounting Maho¬ 
met's pulpit, hfe made a large fermort upon the benefit, and 
honour of martyrdom in the ferviceof one’s country, and the 
mighty bleffings of paradife that infallibly attend it. He 
then wrote a letter to Abu Obeidah promifing him an imme* 
diate fuccour of eight thoufand men, and gave it with his 
benediction to Abdallah he charged him when he came to 
the Mojlem camp to encourage the foldiers, by calling out 
good news. Abdallah notwithftanding this difpatch would 
not return to the camp without running to Medina , where 
he performed his devotions at the prophets tomb and received 


a frefh benediction from All. 
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Abdal- Thus fortified with two benedictions, he returned full oi 
lab's dif- fpirits and confidence to the Majlem camp at Termouk , where 
patch, he infpired all the officers and foldiers with the like alacrity. 

The reinforcement was foon put in motion, under the com¬ 
mand of Said , whom the califf honoured with a flag of rich 
filk to be carried before him. While Said was on his march 
he fell in with a body of the enemy, confiding of five thou- 
fand men horfe and foot. The latter he cut in pieces and 
the former he put to flight, but they were intercepted and 
cut off, by another foraging party of Mojlems , under Zobeir 
and both Said and Zobeir arriving almoft at the fame time, at 
the M-jfie m camp with the heads and trophies of their enemies-, 
the Arabs looked upon their fuccefs as an affured omen of 
viClory. 

Remark- A kind of a negotiation, was, all this time, going on be- 
ableinter tween Manuel and the Arab chiefs, and now produced an 
view be- interview that was truely charaCferiftical of the difpofitions 
tween and manners of both. Befides the three Arab general offi- 
Kaled andcers lately taken by the Greeks , two others had undergone 
the Greek the fame fate, and Kaled attended by one hundred men cho- 
general. fen for their ftrength and intrepidity, from all the Mojlem 

army came to the Greek camp to treat about their ranfom. Ma¬ 
nuel ., who in all refpe&s, feems to have been a weak man, at 
lirft infilled by Jaballah that Kaled Ihould difmifs his train, be¬ 
fore he was admitted to an audience, but the other, as beingthe 
deputy of the califf’s lieutenant, refufed to part with a man, 
Jaballah then by Manuel's orders, ordered them to alight 
from their horfes, and deliver up their fwords ; but the de¬ 
mand was as peremptorily rejeCfed as the former; and Ma¬ 
nuel rather than lofe the fruit of the conference, ordered that 
they fhould appear before him, and feats were prepared for 
their reception. The Arabs put afide the feats, and placing 
themfelves on the ground, told Manuel , that thy preferred 
to his fined fluffs the feat which God had prepared for man. 
Tnis point being thus adjuffed, Manuel began to reafon mild¬ 
ly with Kaled , upon the irruption of the Mofiems into the 
emperor’s dominions, but affeCfed upon Kaled?s reply, to 
change his fentiments of the Arabs , and confefs that he now 
thought them a wife, as well an acute people. This brought 
on farther reafoning on both fides, in which they widely 
differed, but the Arab's natural fiercenefs breaking out, he 
told Manuel he hoped one day to fee him brought before 
Omar, with a rope about his neck. This ill mannered in* 
folence provoked Manuel to tell the barbarian, that though 
his perfc-n was proteCfed by the law of nations, yet he would 
immediately order the five prifoners to be put to death. 
Kaled , and all his companions upon this, darted to their feet, 
and Kaled fwore by God, by Mahomet , and by the Kaaba , 
that if he did not retract his refolution, he would inftantly 
cut him to pieces, and every attendant he had fhould kill 
his man. This menace, which the Arab undoubtedly would 

have 
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I have put is execution, whatever the confequence might 

have been, cooled Manuel , and inftead of executing his prifo- 
liers, he made a prefent of them to Kaled, and received front 
him in return, his fcarlet tent. 

Tho’ this incident in all probability is true in the main, 
yet we cannot think but that fome particulars of the inter¬ 
view have not come to our hands. Kaled however intrepid 
jfnd defperate, would not probably have ventured to have in- 
fulted, as he did, an imperial general furrounded by an ar¬ 
my of two hundred tho'ufand men, had he not been under 
the protection of Jaballah or obtained fome other fecurity, 
againft the fuperior power of the imperial general. The 
reafoning of Manueltoo upon the law of nations was abfurd, 
for, the prifoners had a better right to the protection of 
that law, than Kaled had, after , the infolent expreffions he 
had thrown out. But in faCt the law of nations was very little 
underftood by either party. 

Whatever may be in this, the weak behaviour of Manuel 
could not fail of infpiring thofe fhrewd barbarians, with a 
great contempt for him and his power, apd 'the mutual civi¬ 
lities that palled between him and Kaled , did not a moment 
retard the preparations of the Arabs for a decilive battle. 

Abu Obeidah at Kaled’s requeft took his poll: in the rear with 
the yellow flag, which had been carried before Mahomet at 
the expedition to Kaibar , and he placed the ladies there, 
likewife, as well knowing what efficacy their reproaches and 
courage, joined to the authority of the ftandard and the ge¬ 
neral, would have to flop the flight of the Mojlems, if thrown 

into diforder by their enemies. 

We mull here premife that in this work we are often obli¬ 
ged thro’ the difagreement of authors, to keep by the great 
lines of hiftory, and fuch as we are lure are true, by the 
confequences attending them, and by events, agreed upon 
by all hands. We therefore cannot be particular as to the 
numbers of both armies, tho* according to the moll authen¬ 
tic accounts, that of the Greeksj was vaftly more numerous, 
than that of the califf. .... 

The Arab generals, in fofming their difpofitions for the bat- Thebattltf 
tie, did not fail to animate their men with pafiages from the 0 f Ter- 
Koran, and by reminding them,- that before them lay paradife, m ouck , 
and behind them, was hell fire and the devil. After feveral 
movements* they got the advantage of the wind and duft, 
which greatly incommoded the Chriftians, by blowing full 
in their faces. Notwith (landing this, the left wing of the 
Greeks , gave fo furious a charge to the right of the Arabs$ 

(hat they were driven back upon their rear* and rnuffc have 
been totally ruined, had they not been rallied by the women 
who led them back to the charge with a mixture of encou¬ 
ragement and reproach. They were, however, again upon The brave! 
the point of being routed, when the women threatned to behaViou? 
turn their enemies likewife, and Sophia?;, one of the braved of the 

Arab wo* 
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6 f the Mojlem officers, was for offering to fly, knocked ddWif 
by a tent-pole by a lady, who put him in mind of his own 
expreffion, 'That Paradije was before his faci^ and hell-fire at 
his back. But the Greeks fk ill continuing to pour in their 
numbers with great refolution, a total route of the Moflems 
muff have enfueef, had not the women now taken the com¬ 
mand, and a third time prevailed with the men to make a 
ftand ; which they did till night feparated both armies. 

The Arabs , notwithftanding the lofs they fuftainedin this 
£rft engagement, faw that of the Greeks'to be much greater; 
fcnd the exhortations of Abu Obeidah , who continued fervent 
in prayers; and the example of the women, who now rook 
the foremoft polls of danger, determined them to try the fate 
of another engagement. 

Both armies, however, feem to have been ina£live for 
fome days; but a fecond engagement fucceeded ; in which 
the Mojlem generals, animated and led on by the women, 
outdid all their former glorious atchievements. The beau¬ 
tiful Caula , fo often mentioned, in leading up the attack, 
was beat to the ground by a Greek ; but Ofeirah , one. of her 
female friends, inftantly flruek off his head and brought off 
the heroine. The Greeks , however, notwithftanding the 
amazing efforts of the Mojlems , ftill kept their ground ; but, 
towards evening, they were put to a total route. On this 
occalion, we are told that, a large body of their hnrfe, who 
were retreating in good order, was decoyed into an unford- 
able river by Joiab , a nobleman of that country, whofe wife 
had been violated, and his infant fon murdered, by Greeks 
whom he'had treated with the utmoft hofpitajity : and, that 
the banks of the river being foon lined by a ftrong body of 
Arabs , the whole party perifhed. 

Vi&ory of This battle, which has ever fince been fo famous under 

the Arabs, the title of Termouk , was dccifive not only of the fate 

of Syria , but of the Greek empire i.n the Eaft. The lofs 
the Chriftians fuftained in it was, according.to the ex¬ 
aggerated account of the Mojlem authors, one hundred a.d 
fifty thoufand killed, and forty thoufand taken prifoners: 
but, though this ac- ount appears almoft incredible, it is 
certain the victory of the Arabs was compleat, and the lofs 
of the Chriffians fo great, that they were no longer able to 
make head againft the barbarians in that country. As to 
the numbers in the Mojlem army, they fe'm, including the 
reinforcements, to have been about forty thoufand ; and the 
lofs in the laft battle was, according to the return fent by 
Abu Obeidah to the califF, four thoufand and thirty; moftof 
whom were killed by the dexterity of the Greek archers. 

The purfuit continued for feveral days ; Manuel ’, who 
had fled by the road of Damafcus, was overtaken and killed 
by Nooman , an Arab officer ; and parties were fent out who 
effe&ually deftroyed all the Chriftians who had taken refuge 
in the mountains or deferts. Thus, no quarter being given 

after 
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after the battle, we may eafily conceive the carnage to have 
bf ’ r - prodigious. It does not appear what became of the 
prifoners taken in the battle, though it is more than proba¬ 
ble, that, if any were, all of them, excepting thofe who 
turned Mahometans, were put to death. 

Though the enthufiafm, ambition, and cruelty, of the Hej. tj. 
Arabs, were gratified, by this vidlory at Yermcuk , which they A.D.636. 
got in the month of November ; yet their avarice might have Prudence 
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dence and authority 


had 

of Abu Oheidah: 


-— — - - - 

Serjelal , a man of Obeidah. 


high rank, and formerly a fecretar-y to the prophet, and the 
famous Derar , quarrelled about the fpoil of a Greek officer, 
whom Serjelal had engaged, and Derar had killed, when 
Serjelal , who had been emaciated with faffing and with 
prayer, was on the point of falling under his adverfary ? $ 
f'word. Their difference was fubmitted to the cal iff. by Abu 
Oheidah , who was fo nicely ferupuious that he would not 
name t he parties; but the decifion of the cal iff gave the 
fpoils to Derar . 

In the divifion of the other fpoils, Abu Obeidah made a 
diftindtion, between the horfe and foot, and between thofe 
who were mounted on the Arabian horfes and thofe who rode 
horfes of a foreign breed. All the cavalry, in general, had 
three times the value in fpoi s to what the infantry had, bup 
the owner of a true Arabian horfe had a double portion to 
what the mafter of any other horfe had. This appointment 
gave general diffatisfadtion 5 but Abu Obeidah declared. That 
the prophet had made the fame divifion of the fpoils which 
hfe gained at the expedition of Kaibar ; and his diftributioii 
being on that account confirmed by the califf, the mutiny 
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fatisfied 
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It is not to be doubted that Omar was highly pleafed Th cArahs 
with the conduct of his generals in gaining the battle of conquer 


too well to fuffer them to remain long idle : great part of 
Syria was now fubjedled to the califf, and there was no army 
in the field to oppofe the Mojlcms ; fomething therefore was 
to be done, which might give a greater luftre to their arms 


Palejl, 
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than the redud 
ofjerufalem , ’ 
n bv Mahomet 
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but gave a fan&ion to the religion of the Mojlems j and Abu 
Obeidah , by Aid s exprefs advice, received exprefs orders 
from the califf to make it his firft objedt of conquefts. 
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Neither the city of Jerufalem , nor the country about it, 
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Jerufalem- were then in the fame defpicable, barren, and uncomforta¬ 
ble condition that they are in now ; both of them, indeed, 
were greatly decayed, both in populoufnefs and fertility 
fince the days of David and Solomon : but, when Ahu Obei~ 
dah attacked them, they were not only in a defenfible but 
in a formidable ftate. Jerufalem itfelf was ftrongly fortified, 
and provided with a numerous garrifon; but the civil, as 
well as the e.cclefiaftical, government of the city, feems to 
have been vefted in the patriarch Sophronius. The fight of 
the holy city, joined to the thorough contempt which the 
Moflems now had of the Chriftian power, infpired them with 
incredible ardour ; and, when the garrifon refufed to open 
their gates, upon the ufual terms propofed by the Mojlem ge¬ 
nerals, the Arabs demanded to be led on immediately to 
the affault. Tezid had Abu Ob el dab’s leave for that pur- 
pofe. 

The Arabs , however, met with fuch a refinance from the 
garrifon, which was well provided for a defence, that they 
were repelled on every charge for ten days together; till, 
at laft, Abu Ob el dah was obliged to march with his whole 
army to fupport Tezld\ and fending a frelh peremptory fum- 
mons, he threatened to give thofe within the city no quar¬ 
ter unlefs they furrendered; adding. That his foldiers loved 
to die rather than drink wine or eat fvvine’s flefh. This 
menace likewife being difregarded by the inhabitants, Abu 
Obeidak renewed his efforts againft the city, hut was ftill 
bravely repelled. The garrifon, however, through the con¬ 
tinual attacks made by the drabs, began to be fo greatly 
thinned and harraffed, that Sophronius was at laft brought to 
treat of a furrender; and, for that purpofe, he had an in¬ 
terview, from the top of the wall, with Abu Obeidah below. 


T hough the latter declared, that he was determined to leave 


It h 


his laft fpldier before the place, rather than not take a city 
from whence Mahomet had, in one night, gone to heaven, 
and approached within two bows length of God in perfon, 
yet he was fccretly determined to give the garrifon almoft 

any terms rather than not make himfelf mafter of the 
place. 

The patriarch, on the other hand, fenfible that he muft, 


rendered at laft, be obliged to furrender, perhaps without any terms, 
to the no army being in the field to raife theliego, agreed, at laft, 
$rabs, to a let of articles, provided they were ratified at jerufalem 


that all 


♦ 


by the califf in perfon. The chief articles were, “ That no 
new churches mould hq built in Jerufalem ; and, 

Moflems , travellers and paffengers, (hould have admiffton 
into the churches already built. That the Chriftians Ihould 
enTerrain Modems on a iourney 


journey for three days. That they 


fhould not endeavour to convert any Mofieni , nor hinder any 

Chriftian to be converted j:o Jflamlfm. $ and, that they Ihould 
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fljew the moil profound refbeft when any Mojlem ap r 
proached them. That they mould make ufe of different 
drefles, manners, and names, from thofe of the Moflemsy 
that they fhould neither ride upon (addles, nor carry arms, 
nor ufe the Arabic tongue in their inscriptions,. That they 
fhould fell no wine, nor intoxicating liquors, nor ere£t 
croffes in their church, nor expofe their books and badges 
of religion, to fale. That they fhould only toll their bells, 
and never take into their fervice afervant that had belonged 
to a Mojlem. That they fhould pay all their capitation, and 
Other taxes, punctually ; and own the califf for their lord 
and mafter.” The califf, on the other hand, promifed to 
protect the inhabitants, upon their complying with thofe 
articles, in their lives and exercifes of their religion. 

Such, excepting a few infignificant particulars, was the 
capitulation that, after a ftege of four months, according to 
th e Mojlem s, but of two years, according to chriftian au¬ 
thors, put Jentfalcm into the power of the Mahometans. O- 
mar approved of the articles, and, after fome debate in his 
council, he appointed Alt tobe his deputy at Medina, and made 
prepararions to fet out for JeruJalem , that he might ratify the 
capitulation and perform his devotions in that holy city. 

Though Omar was now, by the reduCfion of all Arabia , 
the finch part of Pcrfia , great part of Syria, Jerufalem , and 
other noble provinces, one of the greateft and moft power¬ 
ful, as well as ahfolute, monarchs in the world, yet he in¬ 
dulged himfelf in no article of luxury different from thofe 
enjoyed bv the mean eft of his fubjeOs. His journey to Je~ 
rujalem , which he confidered it as the moft pompous and 
nv gnificent of his reign, was diftinguifhed by a number of 
his fubjeefts who followed him thither through devotion or 
refpeCt} but, in his own perfon, he had no pomp of attend¬ 
ance or parade. He rode upon a red camel, and carried 
with him two leathern bags, one containing fome fruit, and 
the other his fawick, or ordinary food, confiding of fodderi 
rice, wheat, and other unhufked grains ; and the next brook 
or well he came to ferved him for drink. Before him, on. 
the camel, he carried a leathern bottle for his water, and 
behind him a wooden platter, from which his attendants 
promifeuoufly (hared in the fawick along v/ith himfelf; and 
all his frugal meals were begun and finifhed by a<fts of de¬ 
votion and prayer. His habit was, if pofiible, poorer than 
his equipage. It was made of the meaneft materials, ca¬ 
mel’s hair, but tattered and fquallid, fo that the whole of 
his appearance mufthave been the moft difagreeable that can 
well be imagined. 

But the effects of it were great and inconceivable. Kis 
people confidered him as their common father, and as being 
.diftinguifhed from the meaneft of themfelves only by hii 
fan&ity, his temperance, his humility, and love of juftice; 
wjuch he gave feveral trifling,'but, in their eyes, fpe- 
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cious and folemn inftanccs, while he was proceeding to Je * 
rufalem. He confidered his treafury as the common repofi- 
tory of his people’s properties, and himfelf as only being 
their Reward. He appropriated no part of it to his own life, 
and was not only pun&ual, but generous, in all his pay¬ 
ments. In other refpedfs, he does not feem to have been 
poffeffed with that diabolical fpirit imputed to him by 
Chriftian authors, though it is certain he was an enthufiaft 
for JJIainifm . 

When Omar arrived at the Moflem camp, to which he was 
conducted by a party fent by A u Obcidah , lie pitched his 
tent in fight of Jerufalem , and, after performing his ufuai 
aiRsof devotion in the fight and hearing of all his army, he 
called for the articles of capitulation that he had figned be¬ 
fore he would enter the city ; and likewife gave them an ad¬ 
ditional fecurjty under his own hand, containing a very 
fhort, but comprehenfive, fecurlty for their lives, poffef- 
fions, and the foie enjoyment of their churches. The Mof 
Jem and the Chriftian authors have been very full in recount¬ 
ing the feveral particulars of the califr’s behaviour after he 
entered Jerufalein , where he was received and entertained 
by Sophronius, who, feeing the dirty and horrid figure he 
made, could not forbear breaking out into the words of the 
Scripture, This is , of a truths the abomination of deflation 
fpoken of by Daniel the prophet flooding in the holy place. Tho’ 
thole particulars are, for the moil part, trifling, yet they are 
not wholly to be omitted here, becaufe they ferve to ihew 
Omar s affability and love of juftice. 

His inter- Upon the patriarch’s telling,him, that a map of his di¬ 
view with ftin£iion ought to fliew more refpedl to a Chriftian church 
the patri- than to enter it in fuch mean horrid attire, he confented to 
archthere. put on fome clean apparel. His hour of prayer being come, 

he refufed to kneel down in any of the churches, left his 
fo doing fihould authorize his Ad flans to do the fame, and 
thereby violate the capitulation. He therefore kneeled upon 
the fteps of the church, but gave the patriarch an order, 
prohibiting ail Mojlems from praying there for the future but 
one b}' one. He then very courteoufiy confulted the patri¬ 
arch where he could build a mofque, that he might give as 
little difguft as pofiible to the Chriftians ; and the patriarch 
leading him to the ftope where 'Jacob lay u'ben he faw bis 
yifion, Omar ordered a mofque to be eredied there; which 
was for fome time the only one in Jerufalem , and was in after 
times vaftly enlarged and beautified ; hut the fuccefl'ors of 
Omarwere not fo fcrupuloufly juft as he was, for they broke 
his capitulation in almoft every article. 

Hej. 16. While Omar was at Jerufalem , and at Bethlehem , or the 
A.D. 1637 neighbourhood, he was fo conftant and punctual in his adls 

of devotion, that his army was greatly edified by his exam¬ 
ple, and fubmirted to a prohibition, which he publifhed, of 

their making ufe on their per Ions of any of the rich orna^ 

merits 
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inentt, or drefles, which they had acquired in their feveral 
victories and conquefts. This prohibition induced the Mof- 
lems poflefled of fuch plunder to convert it into ready mo¬ 
ney, by felling it to the Chriftians ; who got fuch cheap 
bargains, that we are told the inhabitants of the conquered 
cities and countries were thereby greatly enriched; and this 
is a collateral proof of the equity and mildnefs of their 
Mojlem governors towards thofe whom they received into 
their protection, 

Paleftine was not the only fcene of the Mojlem triumph The con- 
this year; Omar had fent Said with an army to compleat quells of 
the conqueftof Perfia, but the particulars of his expedition the Arabs 
is darkly and confufedly related, though we know that his in Perjla f 
fuccefs was very great. He made himfelf matter of Ma- 
doyen, then reckoned to be the capital of the Perjian em¬ 
pire, and fituated near the confluence of the Tigris and the- 
Euphrates. Here the treafures of the Perjian monarch, his 
jewels, regalia, and his wardrobe, fell into Said’s hands ; 
and the'whole amounted to a fum fo very incredible, that 
we are afraid to mention it. It was nine months after this, 
that the Perfwns could bring an army into the field to op- 
pofe Said', but he came up with them and engaged them at 
Jaloulab , where he gave them a total defeat, and obliged 
their king Yazdejerd to fly to Fargdna , the capital of a diftant 
inacceffible province of that name. 

Omar having fettled the affairs of Syria , made Tedded go- Theyat- 
vernor of that part of it which comprehended PaleJUne tempt Car* 
and the fea-coaft; and Abu Obeidah governor of the other Jaria. 
part of it which lay towards Aleppo ; with orders for them 
both to extend their conquefts to all neighbouring places 
not yet reduced, fo as to render them permanent. He par¬ 
ticularly recommended it to Yedzed to reduce Ctefaria ; 
which,/next to Jerusalem , was the molt important place -in 
Palejiine \ and to Abu Obeidah to advance againft Aleppo , a 
city which was of the utmoft confequence for bounding and 
fecuring his conquefts. 

Yedzed found that the garrifon of G<efaria was too ftrong 
for the fmall body of troops he commanded to mafter ; and, 
that they were fupplied by the lea. Which was open to them, 
plentifully with every thing that was neceiTary for their de¬ 
fence: he therefore defifted from his enterprize. 

The expedition of Abu Obeidah , though extremely diffi- Aleppo 
cult, was more fortunate. Before he left Jerufalem he pro- taken by 
vided himfelf with money and provifions ? and then h z Abu Obei* 
marched to Hems, where he obtained farther {lores of both. dab. 

He next advanced to Aura , and from thence to Aleppo , 
which he immediately invefled. 

Aleppo is a large city, two days journey from Euphrates , 
and fituated in a noble plain, which abounds with all the 
iiecefiaries and many of the delacacies of life ; but its chief 

importance 
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importance, at that time. lay in its citadel, which was then 
deemed to be impregnable, and lay at fome little diftance 
from the city. The citizens of Aleppo were greatly under 
the influence of onte John , an indolent peaceable man, and 
brother to Toukinna , the governor of the citadel for the em¬ 
peror Heraclius , a brave and active commander. As Aleppo 
lay but twelve miles from Kinnifrim , which had beenfo lately 
reduced by the Arabs , the citizens, upon their approach, 
intimidated by the example of Kinnifrim , formed a kind of 
confpiracy to deliver up the city to Abu Obcidah , upon his 
firft appearing before it; and in this refolution they were 
encouraged by John , who offered, if any thing was want¬ 
ing, to bribe the Arabs to compliance by a large fum of mo* 
ney. In the mean while, Toukinna , in the citadel, prepared 
not only for a vigorous defence, but to attack the Arabs in 
the field ; and, for that purpofe, he iffued forth with twelve 
thoufand men, and furprized the advanced body of the 
Aloflems under Caab , whom he defeated ; and it was with 
difficulty that the Arabs who furvived efcaped to the main 
body of the army. 

In the mean while, Abu Obeidah , with his troops, which 
had been weakened by a detachment, he had been obliged to 
fend off towards Damafcus , advanced againft Aleppo , but 
was met by a deputation of the chief inhabitants, who of¬ 
fered to treat with him about the furrenderof the city. The 
terms were fcon agreed upon, and were the fame that had 
been granted at Kinnifrim , but with a mitigation of the capi¬ 
tation and tribute-money they were to pay. This treachery 
coming to the eats of Toukinna , who was then in purfuit of 
Caab , he immediately returned to his citadel, and, before 
Abu Obeidah could take poffeffion of the city, he entered it, 
and put three hundred of the citizens (amongft whom was 
his own brother John) to death, for their cowardice and 
perfidy. But the nearer approach of Abu Obeidah’s army, 
obliged him to retire to the citadel, where he prepared for a 
vigorous defence. We are told, however, by Mojlem au¬ 
thors, that, before he could leave the city, he was attacked 
by the Arabs , and, in his retreat, loft a vaft number of 
his men. 

Abu Obeidah calling a council of war, it was refolved, to 
prefsthe fiege of the citadel with all imaginable vigour; but 
the Arabs were not only repulfed, but furprized in the night¬ 
time, when repofed after the fruitlefs attack, by Toukinna , 
who killed fome of them, and, notwithftanding all the re- 
liftance made by the ever-a£tive Kaled, carried oft' fifty pri- 
foners, who next day were beheaded within fight of the Mof- 
lem camp. This cruelty was, within a few days after, re¬ 
taliated, by the Arabs furprizing and killing a party of Tou- 
pinna’s horfe, who ftill kept the field, and had put a confi- 
<krable number of the Arabs to the fword, befides carrying 
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off a large booty in camels and horfes. The prifoners made 
on this o^cafion were likewife put to death. 

This difafter, v/hich Teems not to be To great as is repre¬ 
sented by the Mojlem authors, feived only to redouble the 
vigilance and courage of Youkinna , whofe refiftance was To 
vigorous, that the Arabs were obliged to draw off their 
troops to a greater dift nee from the city $ and even this 
boldeft of their generals defpaired of fuccefs. At laft, they 
difeovered, or pretended to difeover, that Tome of the Arab 
Chriftians, who continued ffill to he very numerous, ferved 
as fpies to Youkinna in the Mojlcm camp; and it was faid that 
one of them owned his crime, but fived his life by turning 
Mahometan. But all this teems to have been a fidtion, in¬ 
vented by Abu Obeidah and the Mofiem generals, as an apo¬ 
logy for their want of fuccefs 

Youkinna'* vigilance and intrepidity continued to be as 
great as ever, and, at the end of four months, the citadel 
was fo far from being reduced, that, upon the Arabs with¬ 
drawing from the fiege, Youkinna made himfelf matter of the 
city, and punifhed more of the citizens for their treachery in 
the late capitulation they had concluded; which occafioned 
fome of them to leap over the walls to avoid his feve- 
rity. 

In the mean while, Omar , hearing no news, or, at leaft* A rein- 
none that was agreeable, from Abu Obeidah , ferit him a mef- forcement 
fenger, defiring to know the true ftate of affairs. Abu Obei- Tent to the 
dab , in anfwer, difguifed the particulars of his difgrace as Arabs . 
well as he could, but owned, that the citadel made fuch a 
refiftance, that he had thoughts of quitting all farther en- 
terprize againft it unlefs he received other orders ; adding, 
that he had loft a greater number of men than he could fpare 
in the fiege. Omar, upon receiving this letter, immediately 
ordered a confidefable reinforcement to be fent him, that he 
might refume the fiege with all imaginable vigour ; and the 
foot were aflifted in their march by ieventy camels fent along 
with them for that purpofe. 

This reinforcement, though confiderable, would not Exploits 

have an fvyered the purpofe of Abu Obeidah , had it not been of Dames , 

for the refolution of one Dames , a gigantic Arab, and a man a giant. ' 

pf prodigious ftrength and courage, who came with it. . ' 

This perfon having feized fome of the Alcppans who had 

efcaped from Youkinna , learned from one of them enough 

.concerning the circumftances of the garrifon, to make him 

hope th.it it might be taken by furprize. This was no lefs 

than forty-feven days after the arrival of the reinforcement, 

and after the Arabs had been defeated in all the frefh attempts 

they made againft the citadel, and obliged the fecond time 
Jo draw off from the fiege. * 

Dames underftanding that this cimimftance had relaxed 

the vigilance of the garrifon, dreffed himfelf in a goat-fkin, 

making choice of thirty chofen followers, it was 

agreed* 
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agreed, that Kaled ftiould be ready, with a body of horfe, 
to fupport him upon an appointed fignal ; and, the more to 
encreafe the fecurity of the .garrifon, Abu Obeidah retired 
wi h his troops to the diftance of three miles from the city, 
Dawes waited till it was dark, and, ordering his men to fol¬ 
low his example, he advanced, fometimes walking, and 
fometimes Hooping, or creeping, till he came to the bottom 
of the wall ; where he was told the place was moll accefli. 


ble : 


Modem 


to deceive the out guards, he fometimes imitated the mo, 
tions, and the noife, of a dog gnawing a cruft or a bone. 

Whatever may be in this, when he came to the bottom of 
the wall, feveral of his party mounted upon one another’s 


£houl 


and the upper 


moll man being equal to the top of the wall, drew up the 
next one ; till, each drawing up another, the whole party 
mounted, and put to death the centinels whom they found 


ren-ii's and afleep. They 

for 


to Kaled, 


his g rrifoti taking the al rm, fell upon Dames and his fmall 
company, and would have deftroyed them, had not Kaled 
flown to their relief. 

At the appearance of this terrible commander within 
their walls, the garrifon, thinking all the Mcjkm army was at 
his back, loft: courage and threw down their arms. Many of 
them, amongfl: whom was Youkinna himfelf, faved them- 
felves, their families, and effeds, by turning Mahometans ; 
whilft others chofe to perUh rather than renounce their faith. 
The fpoil made upon this occafion was very valuable, and 


fer 


Condud 


The 


of the fand apprehenficns for the lofs of a part of Syria that Hill 
Creek e m- remained to him When he heard of the fate of Damafi 

pet or, 
and re- 


he foreboded the lofs of that province in thefe memorable 

Damafcus, farewcl Syria. But there is 


fledlions fomething at this .ime extremely unaccountable in the con- 

id of Heraciius ; for, though he was a prince of great na¬ 
tural courage, and had carried on his wars againft the Pc^ 


on the 
difcipline 
of the A 


Arabs. 


that he ever was prefent in perfon at a battle with the Arabs, 
though he very often was near the field of adion : neither 
do we know of any fiege he formed to recover any of the 
places he loft from thefe barbarians. The Jaft circumftance 
is the more extraordinary, as they feem to have been quite 
rude in the art either of befieging or defending towns ; and 
all the fucceffes they met with in taking them, were owing 
to ftratagems, or to the fears and treachery of the inhabit- 
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either ftarved or fired 
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% mention i$ made of any engines the barbarians made 
life of to batter the walls of the cities and forts they took 
either in Syria or Paleftine ; and, indeed, their moveable 
camps, and their hafty marches, muft have rendered heavy 
carriages extremely inconvenient to them, if not impoffible 
totranfport. It is therefore, upon the whole, reafonable to 
believe, that a great part of the fecret hiftory of their con¬ 
quers have not come to our hands. The truth is, fetting 
afide the point of religion, their fovereignty was much more 
tolerable than that of the Greek emperor was, or that of any 
ofthe petty princes, and praefedts who tyrannized under him. 

As to religion, many of the Greeks, at this time, knew very 
little of true chriftianity ; and all religions were indifferent 
to them : while many others, through the civil conveni- 
encies they enjoyed under Mahometanifm, were contented to 
embrace it; and quieted their confciences with the refle&ion 
that they ftill were Chriftians in their hearts. 

It is highly reafonable to believe Hraclius was fenfible 
that this was the true ftate of his empire, and rhat he knew 
not whom to truft. The conqueft of the Saracens were 
daily proofs of the treachery of his fubjedhs ; and Toukinna, 
as he outdid all his generals in ability, fo he did in treach¬ 
ery. Being indifferent as to all religions, fo he could 
diflemble with all. He held ftill a correfpondence with 
the emperor, to whom he now pretended he was ftill a 
Chriftian in his heart; and that he had embraced Mahometa¬ 
nifm, only that he might have greater opportunities to ferve 
hh imperial mafter, while he profeffed to the Arabs the moft 
violent attachment to Iflamifm. 

Abu Obeidah had formed a fcheme to march diredfly to They taker 
Antioch , and to befiege it; but Toukinna informed him that Az.uk, 
Azaz, a ftrong fortrefs, muft not be left behind them. 

This fortrefs was commanded by a relation of Toukinna , one 
Theodore , who was then in the field at the head of three 
thoufand Greeks and ten thoufand Chriftian Arabs ; and Tou¬ 
kinna laid down a plan for his furprifing Azaz. We are told ' 
that this plan, which was to have been"executed by Toukin- 
na , at the head of no more than one hundred horfe, was 
difeovered to Theodore , by means of a fpy, who let fly to 
Azaz one of thofe pigeon-carriers, with a note affixed. 

This is a pra&ice to this day very common in Syria, and the 
pigeons in the neighbourhood of Aleppo are ftill famous for 
their expedition and punduaiity in returning to the places 
Where they were hatched. 

The fame fpy informed Theodore , that Toukinna was to be 
fupjjortcd by one thoufand horfe, under Malec , one of Abu. 

Obeidah's beft officers. Theodore , in confequence of this in¬ 
formation, took Toukinna and his detachment prifoners ; but 
Malec , who had information of the difeovery made by Theo¬ 
dore, ,-had the good fortune to fall in with a detachment of 
Chriftian horfe, whom Theodore expe6ted to join him ; and, 

making 
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making them prifoners, he drefied an equal number of b?s 
own men in their cloaths, and advanced againft Azaz, to 
Which place Theodore was now retreated. . . 

It is very probable that the traitor Toukinna had found 
means to perfuade Theodore that the intelligence he had 
from his fpy was too hafty, and that he meant nothing but 
what was for the emperor’s fervice; for Theodore , inftead of 
taking off his head, committed him, and all his party, to 
the cuftody of Leon , his fecond fon : who happened, at that 
time, to be defperately in love with Youkinna’s daughter; 
and therefore he gave Toukinna and all his party their liber¬ 
ty, while his elder brother Lucas murdered their father 
Theodore , and both of them joined in admitting into the 
fortrefs Malec , with whom, in all appearance, they acfed 
in concert and who highly applauded them and even biefied 
them for the parricide and treachery they had been guilty of, 
while they returned his carefles by turning ftanch Mahome¬ 
tans. The booty and captives which were found in the 
caftle, were immediately conveyed by Malec to Alleppo , in 
the neighbourhood and diftridl of which Azaz lay. In the 
mean while Yottkirma ftill had the art to keep fair with both 
parties and contrived to be t aken pnfoner by a body of the 
imperialifts, who carried him before the emperor, to whom 
he made his {lory appear fo plaufible, that Hera'elius rook 
him into his confidence, and gave him the command of a 
confiderable detachment which was to elcort his youngeft 
daughter to Antioch. While Touk'mna was upon this,fervice 
he fell in with a body of chriftian Arabs , who had defeated 
a body of Mojiems under Derar , whom they had taken pri¬ 
soner with two hundred of his party, and all of them were 
conducted to Antioch. 

Derar cm- The fame of Derar we are told, excited a curiofity in 
ried be- Heradius to fee him, and with the heads of his party, he 
fore Hera- was conduced to court, when: Derar appeared in the true 
Aius. character of an Arab. For when his conductors inftrudted 

him 3S to the fubmiftlve form and manner in which he was 
to appear before the Greek emperor, he flatly refufed to 
comply with it, giving for his reafon, that Mahomet forbad 
him to adore any created being. The ceremony therefore 
v/as difpenfed with, and the prifoners appeared before the 
emperor, who was attended by fome of his clergy, and He* 
radius Angling out a venerable old Mojlem , began to queftion 
him concerning the evidences and principles of his religion. 
The Mojleni s anfwers were fo extravagant, that the zeal of 
a chriftian bifhop was provoked into fome reflections againft 
the prophet, which Derar relented fo much, as to give 
him the moft opprobious language, tho’ he had at his throat 
the fvvords of the emperor’s guard at the fame time. The 
Mofteni authors attribute, the efcape of Derar upon this 
occafion to little lefs than a miracle; tho’ it feems 
to be owing to the orders of the emperor, who could not 

help 



I 


OF THE WORLD, 


tzf 


not without fome 


Arab hiftorv of Reflection 


Up admiring his intrepidity, perfcaps 
interpofition of Youkinna in his favour.. 

There is nothing more remarkable m 
this time than the greatchoice of generals and officers which 
thev had in their fervice. We read of a new officer’s ftart- 
ine up to command, in almoft every expedition, but of none 

ffALi tififU iftf OMfl 


unfuccefsful 


One 


they ftruck their enemies with terror. 

Obeldah's order plundered all the country round the city 
Manby, which lay in the province of Kinnifr - 


and was 


1 

Diana 


goddefs of AJl , 


Romans. The immenfe fpoils which he made in this expe¬ 
dition together with the taking of Azaz> enabled Abu Qbei - 
Jnh to call in allhis detachments that he might form the liege 
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This , 

time it was confidered 


2 capital 
fortified 
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tvith towers and gates, and fome authors lay, that tnecom- 

pafs of its walls * 1 1 . L 


it 


_ was twelve miles; upon the whole, for 

Situation, fertility, and accommodations of all kinds, 
was one of the fineft cities in the world. 

Youkinna had fo infmuted himfelf into the 


Antioch 
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«ood graces, that he was made governor of Antioch^ and ge- bclieged 
neral of his army there ; at the fame time a pafs called the 
iron bridge defended by two ftrong towers, and fecurin 
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lecunng 

Ob si da os 


Thofe 


the foldiers who commanded them, were remarkable for 


fh 




bund 
. had 
d this 


fo much, that they furrendered both towers to Abu Qbei dab % 
upon his appearing before them. This treachery difeon- 
certed all the emperors meafures ; he thought there was a 
private correfpondence between his troops and the enemy, 
by means of the Arab prifoners in Antioch , and he propofed 
putting them to death. But he was artfully difiuaded front 
this by Youkinna , and he refolved to referve them to be exchan¬ 
ged for chriftian prifoners-, and to give battle to the Mojlems up¬ 
on the plain that lay between the iron bridge and the city, and 
to lead his army on himfelf 

With this view he drew up his troops, and Abu Qbeidah did 
the like, the care of Antioch and the prifoners being com¬ 
mitted to the traitor Youkinna. Abu Obeidah who generally 
fucceeded as much by policy as by fighting, feeing thd 
ftrength of the Greek army, knowing that it was to be com¬ 
manded by a prince of great valour and experience in war, 
aad reflecting with himfelf upon the great conquers he had 
yet to make, and the difficulties attending his. receiving re¬ 
inforcements 
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inforcements, fought to fave his men as much as poffible j 
and trufted to the fecret correfpondence he had with Tonkin* 
na in the city. He therefore inffead of attacking the empe¬ 
ror, who had refolved to ftand on thedefenfive, amufed the 
Greeks by accepting of, and giving challenges to fingle com¬ 
bats, in one of which the gyant Dames had the misfortune 
to be taken prifoner, but found means to efcape from his 
adverfary’s tent, during the confufion that attended a fe- 
cond combat. In the mean while Youkinna gave liberty to 
Derar , and all the Arab prifcners in Antioch ; and putting 
arms in their hands, he declared again!! his imperial matter, 
and taken This treachery with the impreffion which fome unfavour- 
by the able omens had made upon the mind of Heraclius, threw him 
Arabs . into fuch a defpondency, that forgetting he was not only a 

prince but a man, he abandoned his army and took fiiip- 
ing for Confiantinople. The troops he left behind him how¬ 
ever, made a fhew of a gallant behaviour, for fome time, 
but being attacked in the rear, by Youkinnah. Derar y and 
the other Ara’> prifoners, they gave way, and great numbers 
of them were cut in pieces. This brought on an immediate 
furrender of the city and all its dependencies* and the con¬ 
queror obliged the inhabitants to pay him three hundred 
thoufand dinars. 

Such is the fubftance of the accounts that have come to 
our hands concerning the conqueft of this capital of the 
Eaft, when ftript of various circumttances, fome of them 
trifling others of them fictitious, recorded by the Mojlem au¬ 
thors. We are particularly told, that Heradius at the per- 
fuafion of Jab ail ah , confented to fend an affaffin to Me¬ 
dina ,, to difpatch the califf, but that the murderer was 
deterred from his attempt by feeing a lyon watching 0- 
mar , while he lay afleep under a tree, and licking his 
hands and his feet. A tame lyon attending a prince has 
been known even in Europe , fo that it is r.o extraordinary 
thing, if the fame happened in Arabia, their native country. 
But perhaps a much better folution might be given of this 
pretended miracle, when we confider that it was the intc- 
reftofthe murderer, whether he was employed by Heracli • 
us or not, to ingratiate himfelf with the califf, by this rela¬ 
tion, and by his immediately embracing Iflamifm which he 

•did. 

Abu Ob Adah's entry into Antioch was very fplendid, but he 
foon grew fenfible that fo delicious a place muff prove to his 
troops, what Capua did to thofe of hlanibal, ihould they re¬ 
main in it for any time' Another circumfiance gave him 
great uneafinefs. Tho’ it appears that his officers were at¬ 
tended by their wives, yet many of his foldiers had been 
for fome years abfent from their own country, and had ta¬ 
ken a liking to the Syrian women, who like their own were 
generally very handfome, but far more polite and elegant 

in their manners and drefs. Some of his Ara s had gone fo 

ht 
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jar as to make wives of thofe fair Greeks, many of them he An Ar 
Icnew, longed to do the fame, and the paffion, which one abjures 
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a lady of the emperor’s , court, had gone fo far as, to the 
great fcandal of his father and all true Moflems,to make hitn 
openly, abjure Illamifm and embrace Chriftianity. Abu 
Obeidah was too wife either to encourage or to check this 
paffion in his foldiers ; and therefore, he ordered them to 
marry no more Greek Women, till he Ihould know the fen* 
timerits of the califf, which he wrote for by the fame mef- 

fengeri whom he fent to inform, him of the conqueft of An - 

Omar An return, after congratulating Abu Obeidah 
upon his important conquefts, gave leave for fuch of his 
foldiers, as had left no families behind them to marry Greek 
women. 


Iflamiftn* 


ttoclh 


Abu Okei 


Obeidah by all means to fecure his conquefts and to die- dah pnr«f 
ftroy the remains of the enemy, who it feems had taken 


fuge in the mountains. 


conformity to his Gra^ 


own plan^ did not fuffer his troops to remain long ina&ive 
at Antioch or in the neighbourhood. Kaled marched at the 
head of a detachment, almoft as far as the Euphrates , and 
reduced Manby , and feveral other towns and diffridts in that' 
neighbourhood ; obliging them to fubmit to pay an annual' 
tribute, in time to come, and one hundred thoufand dinars' 


for the prefenti 


the imperialifts, who had retired to Advert 


the mountainous part of the country, was a matter of much ture of 
greater difficulty; the cold upon thofe mountains was too Meifarah, 
intenfe for an Arabian conftitution, and the enemies forces 
amounted to thirty thoufand men, rendered defperate by 
misfortune arid hardfhips. Abu Obeidah , producing the ca- 
lilFs letter in at affembly of the general officers, demanded 
of them which would undertake the ferviee. None of them 
feemed forward to accept of the offer till Meifarah undertook: 
it, three hundred Arabs, and one thoufand black flaves com¬ 
manded by Dames , were thought fufficient to march upon 
this expedition; the Majlems themfelves being then entirely 
ignbtantrof the. numbers of their enemy. Meifarah received 
by the general’s hands a ftandard, the ground of which w'as 
black, but on which was depi&ed in white chara&ers the 
ufual’ motto of the MoJlems$ “'Great is God and Mahomet is 
his prophet”. Meifarah found great difcouragements in his 
march. He and his foldiers, had very fteep mountains to 
climb, but could learn no intelligence of their enemies till 
they happened to take a folitary Greek priforter.' He inform- 
med them that the Greek army lay at the diftance of about 
nine miles, and that they were ,thirty thoufand in number 
and having refufed to profefs Illamifm, they immediately 


This 


daunting Meifarah 


ted to feek them out. But the Greeks foon eneompaffed them 
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- and preft them fo hard that Meifarah was forced to difpatcfi- 
a courier to inform Abu Obeidah of his danger ; and Kaled , as 
ufual, was fentto relieve him with three thoufand horfe and 
one Ayad with two thoufand more to fupport Kaled . The 
appearance of the Arab horfe w ith Kaled at their head, had 
now become.fo terrible to the Chriftians, that it enervated 
their courage; and they retired back to their faftnefles 
to which the Afojlem generals did not think proper to purfue 
them. 

An incident which happened at this time, ferves to give us 
a farther idea of the manners of the califf and his fubje&s at 
this time; and as this is one of the great en^s ofhiftory 
we iball hereinfert it, and the rather becaufe it feems to be 
well fupported. 

Eodafa ' ' On<f Hochifa , a MoJle7n of fome confequerice, happened to 
freed by be taken priioner in the late rencounter, and fent to Con- 

the earn ^femtinofle, where the emperor and his court,, poorly and 
ror ^ v hnpolitically employed all manner of blandiffiments and 

feverities, even to the (hutting him up without fuftenance for 
three days, to make him drink wine and eat Twines flefh. Hut 
all was in vain. Either the report of this firmnefs, or the 
merits of his former fervices, perhaps both, determined the 
califf to write a letter to the emperor, for Hcdafa s liberty, 
which being in the true Mofiem (file Cannot fail of gratify¬ 
ing the curiofity of our readers. It was as follows, “In 
the name of the moft merciful God, glory be to God, the 
mailer of the creation, who is the hufband of no'wife ; and 
the father of no child, and may his bleffing, be upon his 
divinely gifted Mahomet his'prophet, Omar Ebn Al Kattab 
the fervant of God to Heraclius king of Greece. As foon as 
this letter (nail come to thy hand, fend me Abdallah Ebu 
Hcdafa , who is a prifoner with thee ; I truft that God will 
guide thee to the peace of righteoufnefs, if thou fhouldft 
think proper to comply with this requeft. If thou doftnot, 

I will fend to thee thofe, who will not be diverted by traf¬ 
fic and commerce,from the fervice of God”. This very ex¬ 
traordinary letter had the defired effect. Heraclius , poffibly 
willing to try how far gratitude might influence barbarians, 
gave Hcdafa his liberty ; and accompanied it with fome very 
rich prefents, both to him and to Omar’s melfengers, and 
he fent the califf, at the fame time, a jewel of great value. 
He likewife, ordered Hcdafa an effort to guard hirn thro’ 
the Greek territories. But the moft extraordinary part of 
the whole of this incident was, that when 0?nar received 
the jewel, he offered it to fale ; but none of his fubjefts 
knowing the value of it, his courtiers preft him to referve 
it for himfelf. His anfwer was, his conference could not 
fuffer him, and that it belonged to the public. It was there¬ 
fore fold, and the money paid into the treafury. 

We know of no effedb the emperor’s generofity had 
upon the califf, for foon after this, the Greeks attempted to 

take 
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the drabs, who were greatly influenced by fuccefs, that his Arabs in 

army was encreafed, by this time, to forty, thoufand men, Perjia. 

v.’hich the califPs profperous ftate of'affiairs in Svria allowed 


him to fpare for that fervice. 


Perfians themfplves 


moftoftherh being void of all religion, and moft of thofe 


Had 


confining their whole knowledge of it to 


the Owning of a fupreme deity, they very early ‘and readily, 
embraced Mahometan ifm. It is true, at court, the religion of 
the old Magi , orfomething like it, ft ill prevailed, but their 
efnperots, ahd their great men, were fuch maflers of vice 
and cruelty, that both their perfons, and religion, were 
held in deteftation by their fubjecfts. 

Cefarca in Palejlme ftill held out, againft the Arabs, and 
the emperor had fent his fon Gonjlantine, at the head of an 
army, to defend it againft Amru , who was preparing to at¬ 
tack it, before he went, by the califFs order to fubdue Egypt. 
Amru, who feems to have been the leaf! favage of thofe bar¬ 
barians, was, notwithftanding, fo ftriflin his religion, that 
he punifhed fomeof his general officers with fifty baftinadoes 
upon the foies of their feet, for having drank wine, while 


Ccefc 


they were upon their march. 


Con A 


c'bfer/ing eacli others motions, the latter, defired to have 
a conference with fome Arab of quality, confideration, 
and learning. This employment fell upon an /Ethiopian Confe- 
black, who. feems to have had no other merit, than his ha- renee % e „ 
ring been cryer or fummoner to the prophet when he called tweeii 
the people to prayers j for his appearance was fo flavifh and 
forbiding, that he was not admitted to Conjlanthie*s prefence, p on 0 « 

Upon this Amru himfelf, perhaps glad of the JEthiopiar/s yj erac lj U!a 
difappointmentj undertook the conference ; and was intro 


Conjlant 


He was too proud to comply with the 


[Gntof fafhion of making ufe of any other feat than the 
ground,- i\pon which herepofed himfelf crofs legged, armed as 
hevvas with his lance and fword. Thefubftance of the con- 
verfation that pafled between them, was extremely trifling. 

T'he efrjperor’s fon, endeavoured to perfuade the Arabs that 
the Greeks and Saraeens were relations, becaufe defcended 
from common anceftors, Adam, Noah, Abraham , and Efau, 
and that therefore it was unnatural for the Arabs to invade 
bis father’s dominions. This argument was'treated with 
proper contempt by the Arab general, who endeavoured to 
fbew, that they had as good a right,' as Heraclius had, to 
tnat country, which he received from his forefathers ,bv 
conqueft, and he frankly owned at the fame time, that 
the Arabs found their Syrian and other conquefts,' fo far 
preferable to their own native barren plains, that they were 
determined, inftead of abandoning them, to enlarge them ; . 
not forgetting the preference which the Arabs ought to have 
.v,'i account of Mahomet's divine million, and of their being 
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cfefcended from IJhmaeU which they feemed particularly to' 
glory in. 

It proves This interview, like all others of the fame kind, ferved only 
ineffectual to make the parties greater enemies than they were when 

they met; and both generals manifefted an inclination, to 
come to a decifive engagement. But while each was wait¬ 
ing to take advantage of the other, a very extraordinary ir> 
cident happened. A chriftian officer, who by his habit 
feemed to be a perfon of great diftinftion, challenged the 
boldeft of the Mojlem army to a fingle combat. Numbers 
of candidates infpired with a belief that if they fhould fall in 
the encounter, they fhould repofe in the crops of green 
birds, who were fed with the fruit and drank of the rivers 
of paradife ; became immediately candidates for the honour 
of the combat. The chriftian proved victorious over all he 
encountered, and at laft Serjabil whom we have already men¬ 
tioned, and whofe zeal feems to have grown ftrong in pro¬ 
portion as his conftitution grew weak, thro’ fafting and pray¬ 
er, undertook the combat. But the chriftian would have 
foon put him to death, had not a Greek officer, ftepping out 
of his ranks,' with one blow of his fabre cut off the chrifti¬ 
an’s bead, and along with Serjabil , rejoined the Mojlem camp, 
Remark- Serjabil amazed at his deliverance by the hand of an enemy, 
able ad- demanded who he; Was ; and the ftranger replied, that he 
venture, was the unfortunate Tolriba , who had lyed againft God, by 

pretending to infpiration, and to be a prophet. Serjabil 
comforted him by enthufiaftic efifufions from the Koran , and 
prevailed with Mtnru to undertake his reconciliation with 
Kaled , the fcourge of falfe prophets, and foon to procure his 
pardon from the calift*. For this purpofe he gave a letter to 
. Gmar , who was fo much prejudiced at ToUiba’s name that he 
. • no fooner underftood he was near him, than he baftily avoid¬ 
ed the place; he was however prevailed vpon to read the 
letter, and not only to pardon Toleiha , but to fuffer him to 
retire to his former ftarton in his own country, where he 
was a confiderable prince, and he afterwards ferved as a ge¬ 
neral in the califfs wars againft the Perjians wkh great cou¬ 
rage and fidelity. 

Hiftory The hiftory of Toleiba whom we have already' mentioned 
of Tvleiba to have, been defeated by Kaled is pretty lingular, after his 

defeat, he retired to a town called Jcleb in Syria, where he 
was obliged to difmifs the remains of his army, and after, 
wandering about, he was hofpitably received and entertain¬ 
ed by a Mahometan. But his generous landlord, difeover* 
ing him to have been a pretender to infpiration, and the 
rival of his prophet difmifted him, tho’ without violating 
the rights of hofpitality. Toleiba after this, was at a great 
fofs for Tome obfeure retreat where he could lurk, being 
equally afraid of Mojlems and Chriflians . But an army of the 
latter at that t ime marching into Syria di fconcer ted bis feheme 

fo much, that he was obliged to enter into the Greek fcr- 

viefi 
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vice, where he remained, till he had an. opportunity te inr 
gradate himfelf £g.--in with his countrymen, by the feafon- 
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In the mean while 


Moflt 


not 


{pent in excurfions and fliirmifhes In which the Greeks gene¬ 
rally had the'di fad vantage. The r r 


Greeks 


in great numbers, Conjl, 


oufly Ihut himfelf up in Cafarig, but the Mojh 
themfelves matters of his camp, and a large booty in it. 

Upon Amrit's informing Abu Obeidah, tfse J at ter gave him ex- 

prefs orders to invert Cafaria ; informing him at the fame 

time, that the tteges of Tripoli, Acc'a and Tyre, were to b£ Tripoli 

undertaken by the Mrjlems . Authorities differ as to feveral taken by 

particidars, of the reJu&ion of thofe important cities ; but th t Arabs. 

it is certain, that Tripoli was taken about this time, fome 

fay by Amru, but others with a greater probability by You - 

kinna who treacheroufly furprifed it. Tripoli was a maritime 

port then, as now of great importance, in the ancient Phe - 

nicia, and fttuated upon the Mediterranean, laying about 

one hundred and twenty miles from Damajcus. and built 

under mount Lebanus. As it had the command of the fea 

it was extreamly convenient for receiving the forc.es fent by 

Heraclius, for the relief of Syria, and Pale/line, and the 

Moflcm general had no fooner made-himfelf matter of it 

than fifty fhips, full of arms, ammunition and officers, fent 

t . 1. _ r J _ 1_1 t r 11 . 


Mojl 


Nothing 


fell 


more fortunate for the affairs of the califf, than this accident 
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did, for it erected the Arabs all at 
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without 


toil, or trouble into a maritime power; and enabled them 
to undertake the fiege of Tyre. If the reader Ihould be 
Humbled, how a people, who till then (hould feem to have 
been, inti re ft rangers to {hipping, Ihould fo foon a$ they 
did become matters of navigation ; he needs but to recoilea: 
the cafe of the Romans , who in their firft wars with the Cartbai 
finians, had never fo much as feen the model of a {hip, but 
became fuch quick proficients in marine affairr, that be¬ 
fore the war was finifhed, they beat the Carthaginians at 
fea, tho’ the latter till then was the greateft maratime 
power in the world. The Arabs of this time were poflefled 


.the 


¥ 

Omar 


fair 


every 


feem ed 


Chriftians 


pefs of the 


and 
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found on board the emperor’s fleet, who either 


2 


9t 



I 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

m 

intimidated, were found to offer their fervices to Youkhin 
for it is moft probable he was the conqueror of Tripoli. Bui 
indeed when we furvey the whole of the tranfadtions upon 
this occafion, it'is pretty apparent, that the great fuccelfes 
of the Arabs , was owing to the fecret correfpondences they 
had, with the imperial generals, officers, and governors. 
The gratification of avarice and luxury, was all they had 
in view; and the cal iff with his principal Arabs, not having 
fo much as an idea of thofe gratifications, had it in their 
power, from the fpoils of the provinces they conquered, to 
iatisfy them to their utmoft wiffies. Youkinna toon found 
means to navigate the fleet, that had fallen into his hands, 
to Tyre, where it arrived with a confiderable body of land 
forces on board. It would feem as if thefe had been dif- 
guifed in Greek habits ; for Youkinna whom the reader may 
remember was himfelf a Greek, informed the inhabitants, 
-that he was come with a confiderable fupply of arms and am¬ 
munition, from the emperor to their affiftance. It is not 
at all furprifing that the Tyrians, who had never heard of 
tiie Arabs being matters of a tingle (hip, and ignorant of what 
had happened, were impofed upon by the traitor. They 
. admitted him with about nine hundred ®f his men into the 
city, but it was difcovered who they were, before the reft 
could land, and being furrounded and difarmed by the gar- 
rifonj they were put into confinement. , 

The reader may recolleft, that Yeclzed had been ordered 
by thecaliff, to undertake the fiege of Cafarea, and that he 
had been obliged to defift from it, upon which Amru was 
appointed to tfiatfervice. An Arab was fo far from grieving at 
his being degraded from his command that he rejoiced init, 
when it was given toa more fortunate, orablecommander, and 
continued toferve with the fame alacrity and zeal as before; 
and the reduction of Tyre being refolved upon, he advanced 
againft it upon the land fide wish a body of two thoufand men, 
which with the affiftance of the (hipping and troops aboard was 
thought to be fufficient for that fervice. Yedzed Teems to 
have been ignorant of the fate of Youkinna when he drew 
near Tyre ; for he was received by a vigorous Tally from the 
garrifon. 

Tyrt ta- During the engagement, a Greek officer one Bazil, who 
f:en by we are told was an intimate acquaintance of Sergis or Boheira 
iheAnals. the monk, and was pre'ent at his firft interview with Ma¬ 
homet ^ find fo great an affection for iflamifm, that he releafed 
Youkinna and all his men from their confinement in the cita¬ 
del, ana thefe admitted the reft of their troops, who remain¬ 
ed on-board the fleet into the city, by which means, the 
garrifon Who had Tallied out had an enemy in their rear as 
well as theft front, and were obliged to fly; after Iofing a 
great many in the engagement. Yedzed becoming thus maf- 
ter, by afiault, as he pretended, but in fact by treachery, or 

Tyres found no great difficulty in perfuading the inhabitants 
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to embrace Iflamifm, by threatning them if they did not to 




fword 


Mo [Jems. 


the antient Phenici'a, formed by all that art and nature could 
contribute to its ftrength and fituation, to be the emporium 
of the Eaft. By the redu&ion of it, Alexander .the Macedo¬ 
nian , was thought to merit the epiLhet'of the Great, more 
than by any conqueft he ever made, but it fell without 
trouble and almoft without bloodied, into the hands of 


The 


of Cdft. 


f * J* ^ ^ UJ ait 

which Amru continued to inveft ther pla- 


Tripoli 


Amru ; the terms Were loon fettled. The citizens paid him 
a large fum in ready money, and obtained his protection 
for the excercife of their religion, and the enjoyment of 
their properties, by ftipulating to pay an annual tribute to 
the califf. The lofs of C&farea , a city famous in Jewijb , 
and antient hiftory was attended by almoft an immediate 
furrender of Ramala , a fortrefs about fourteen mile3 diftant 


left 


Jerufalejn 


f Jofeph 


Palejl 


its example was followed by Joppa , a place of confiderable 
ftrength and mentioned in fcripture. dfcula and Gaza , 
names of towns rendered venerable by holy writ, were next 
furrendered, tho’ the fituation of the latter was fo ftrong, 
that it fuftained a long fiege againft all the power of Alexan- 


Great 


Saida the antient Si don ^ lying about twen- 




cred-writers, opened next its gates to the conquerors, who 
thereby became mafters of one of the moft celebrated manu¬ 
facturing cities mentioned in any writing of antiquity. Na~ 
halos , the fame with Secbem mentioned in' holy writ, the 
chief feat of the Sa?naritans and lying at the foot of mount 
Genzim , next furrendered. Tiberias , fo named in honour 


Tiber 


JewiJ}) 


Cafen 

ns. ab 

The 


then" containing the college of the 
the fame time, opened its gates to the 
dent Beryflus , once a celebrated feat 
fame. Jaballah called by Pliny and 


of literature, did the fame. Jaballah called by Pliny and 
other ancient writers, Gaballah-, fubmittcd next; as did the 
famous Laodecea of the antients, which is ftill a-confidera¬ 
ble port under the name of Latikia , and the refidence of 
Englifh conful. 

It is melancholly to refleCf, that all thofe feats of riches, RefleCH- 
learning, fplendour and antiquity; and.fitted by the com- on on th 
ntodioufnefs of their harbours, the ftrength of! their fitua- flate of 
tions, and the beauty of the country round them, to be the Palefiine 
theftrength and ornamentof empire; are now fcarceJy known 
but by their ruins. - Undoubtedly after the ruin of Jerufa- 
(w* upon the difperfion of that nation they fufFered greatly, 
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and it coft the Roman emperors, even tho* they met with n§ 
refinance, great expence and trouble to lay them watte: fq 
firm were the ftru&ures, the piers and the walls, with 
which they were adorned and fortified. But thi? deftroyin 
rage, was not near fo fatal to them, as the barbarity, an! 
ftupidity - of their Mojlem conquerors. With learning 
and the fmall fhew of liberty they had, induftry de¬ 
clined, and was at laft annihilated, and a country that iij 
the times of David and Solomon , could fhow more riches, 
and bring more men to the field, fmall as it was, is now be¬ 
come, thro’ want of culture, a defert fo wild, fo inhofpita- 
ble, and uninhabited, as has brought the credit of antient 
Tiiftory, both facred and profane, into queftion with thofq 
who do not fufficiently confider the effects that indolence, 
defpondency, and idlenefs introduced by a total privation 
of liberty and property have upon the face of a country. 
Holland was once, as defpicable a fpot as Palejline is now, 
and was induftry toceafe amongft its inhabitants, itlwould be¬ 
come as defpicable again. This digreffion we hope, will 
not be blamed by our readers, becauTe it is meant to pre¬ 
vent thofe prejudices, which the mind is apt to conceive in 
reading the relations of modern travellers, concerning thi$ 
country once the garden of the world. 
iBpnquefts The Arabs were now matters of all that noble country, 
of all Sy- which the antients called Syria, and which in fa& compre- 
ria by the hended all the numerous ftates and territories, lying be¬ 
tween the Archipelago and the Euphrates . But infatiable am- 


Arabs, 


bition puttied thgm on to farther conquefts, and they were 
perfuaded about this time, not to pafs the Euphrates, only 


by the imperial governor of Mefopotamia confenting to pay 


an annual tribute of one hundred thoufand dinars. 



ix years 


Plague in 


we are told by the Mojlem authors, were fpent, in the con- 
queft of Syria , fo that it muft have been compleated about 
the eighteenth year of the Hejra. 

The prodigious fuccefies of the Mgjlems , were this year 



\grabia. jj 0t a little checked by an epidemical diftemper, which broke 

out in Arabia , efpecially at Medina , and deftroyed a vaft 
number of people. It was proceeded by a prodigious de- 
vaftation occafioned by ftorms of various kinds, particularly 
of hail, and the peftilence communicated itfelf to Syria', 
where it carried off AbitJAbeidah in the fifty eighth year of his 
. He was as virtues a man as any Arab could be, at¬ 
tached as he was to his religion, and even that did not di- 
yert him from always following the di'&ates of humanity, 
when the califf’s fervice did not come in competition. He 
feems to have been naturally merciful and not to have in¬ 
dulged as Kaled and Derari and other violent Mo/lems did 
jany perfonal rancour, againft the profeffors of Chriftianity. 
He was not as we have already obferved of an enterprifing 
enius ; but he was a found foldier, obeyed orders, ana 

aying under excellent officers, performed great exploits, 
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an <l made prodigious copquefts; twenty five, thoufand of 


m 


the Mod 


Tradel. 



by 


califPs 


The 


where a powerful party was found ^gainft him 
der is here to obferve, that tho’ the califf as a fovereigi) 
prince and high prieft, was poffeffed of abfolute power jn 
his dominions, yet he had great meafures to obferve toward? 
the companions and the wives of the prophet. Thefe were 


iurt, A party 
rea- formed 


again ft 

Amru . 


• c 


Mahomet 
any occafion. They 


: fucceffors of 
upon almoft 
califfs, as fo 


many cabinet counfellors ; and it was in general underiftood 
by the fubje&s, that out of them the prophet’s fucceffors 
were to arife, as long as one of them was alive ; and Omar, 
being pretty far advanced in age, could not be fuppofed to 
live Tong ; which gave the other companions the greater 
authority amongft the people. Amongft the chief of the 
companions was Othman , who in right of feniority, no 
doubt, had hopes of fucceeding Omar . Othman had con¬ 
ceived a prejudice againft Amru , either on account of his 
great fucceffes, or becaufe, as he pretended, he was too en- 
jterprifing and daring a commander, and advifed Omar to 
difplace him, juft after the califf had fent him orders to pe¬ 
netrate into Egypt. Omar feemed to comply,, partly, with 
'Othman* s' advice, and wrote a verv fhort letter, ordering 


if he was not entered Egypt 


letter came to 


his hand, to return, but if he was, to proceed, and wifliing 
God to profper him. At the fame time Omar fent private 
intelligence to Amru, of what he had been obliged to do. He is fa- 
and defired him to order matters fo, as that he might ftill voured by 
continue, in his command, and proceed in the conqueft of califf, 
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Egypt 


being thus inftru&ed, and well comprehending 


march towards Egypt, when Omar’s meffenger overtook 
Jiim with his difpatcnes. Amru, pretending he was then too 
much in a hurry to read the califf’s letters with proper at¬ 
tention, ordered the meffenger to attend him, and by mak- 


Rafc 


Egypt 


Here he called a councjl of war, and ordered his army to 
reft. The meffenger was then introduced, and Amru, moft 
folemnly ? read the califf’s letters, before all his officers; 
and with affe&ed ignorance, he afked, in what country the 


village they were then in lay. JJpon their telling him, that 


it belong 



to E 


gypt 


he ordered his army to be in readinefs 
conqueft 


Jo march forvyar 

It feems probable, that by this time the Arabs "had gained Farther 


fomc 

are told, that 'Amru, after a formal fiege. 


Greeks 


Farma 


Jown fituated upon that neck of land that runs between the 

'jgulf of Arabia , commonly called the Red Sea , and the firft 

nouth 


progrefs 
of the 


Arab 
Egytt. 


s in 
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mouth of the Nile , where it. difeharges itfelf into the Mi 
dherranean. This is the ifthmus which Julius CMar ha 


Med. 


hid 


Mefer 


would have been of infinite fervice to the European com. 
merce -$ but he was afiaffinated, before he could execute hi' 
fcheme. When Amru was upon the fpot, he confideret 
the ground, and finding the ifthmus was not above fevenij 
miles over, he propofed to the paliff the fame thing thai 
Julius Ca’far had projected. But Omar and his court were 
too cautious to expofe their new empire to the invafionsol 
the Europeans , who having the advantage of fhipping, would 
not fail, if fuch an opening was made, to pqujr troops into 
their dominions. 

Mefer, the ancient Memphis, and once the capital of 
They take Egypt, was next attacked by Amru. Mefer , we are told, 

was, next to Alexandria , the ftrongeft place in all Eg}'ft, 
and had been fortified by the Egyptians , with a view of 
flopping the progrefs of the Arabians. Amru , whole army 
did not amount to above four thoufand men, loft *a great 
many of them before the citadel of this place, and he was re¬ 
inforced by the cal iff with four thoufand more,under Zobcf 
the governor of Mefer. This was a Copt , and his name 
was Mokavjkas. He was afraid of being punilhed by the 
emperor for his oppreffive practices ; and had, for fome 
time, a&ed in Egypt with a kind of independent authority. 
Having amaffed immenfe wealth, he formed a fecret defigrt 
of putting himfelf under the protection of Amru , but there 
is fome reafon, upon the face of hiftory, to believe, that he 
could not bring the Greek garjfon into his treacherous defign. 
He prevailed with them, however, by magnifying the power 
of the Arabs , to retire into the ifland of the Nile, where they 
were fafe from the attacks of the enemy ; and the garifon of 
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Me ft 


Zsbeir took that 


opportunity to apply his military engines, and fealing lad¬ 
ders, to the weakeft part of the wall of the citadel; and 
thereby made himlelf mafter of the place. In the mean 
while Mokavjkas , who had a fecret correfpodence with Am¬ 
ru , perceiving that the Greeks had difcovercd his treache¬ 
ry, entered upon a feparate treaty with the Arab general, 
jn befialf of himfelf, and the Copts. The reader is to know, 
that the copts profeffed Chriftianity, but it was fuch a 
Chriftianity, that the principles of it were fcarcely to be 

g* 1 • # 1 C • . % ll r* * m 


f 


Egypt 


flam , and fome faint traces of the Chrifti 


the fire-worlhip of the Per - 


having 


wo 


Arabs 


They 


they were glad to 


o 5 V A4UUIV tv/ 

the Greeks more than they did the 


pf putting themfelves under Amrtfs protection 


opportunity 

4 

Ths 







! 


OF THE WORLD. 



' The foundation of the treaty was, that all the Copts ex- thro’ the 
cept the boys and old men, lhould pay to the califf a tri- treachery 
bute of two dinars a-head, It was then ftipulated, that ths £>f the go- 
Copts (hould fupply the Arabs with provifions, for their mo- vernor. 
n ey; and furnim them with the means of continuing'their 
march after the Greeks, by which, in fail, was meant, mak¬ 
ing themfelves mafters of all Egypt ; fome other terms of 
}eis importance were likewife ftipulated, and the Copts, in 
confuleration of the tribute, were to enjoy the exercife of 
their religion. Egypt , at this period, feems to have been im- 
menfely populdus, for we are told, by authors who lived 
neardi the time, that the number of Copts (for this treaty 
was made for the whole nation) who paid this tribute, 

amounted to fix millions. 

But the Greeks , who had retired to the ifland, through 
MakavokA s treachery, refufed to ratify this, treaty, and de¬ 
fended’ themfelves till the waters of the bile fell, and they 
reached the main-land, diredting their march to a place 
called Kerom al Shoraik. Their efcape gave the Copts vaft 
uneafinefs, for one of the chief motives they had for fubmit- 
ting to Amru was, in hopes that he would exterminate all 
the Greeks in their country; they therefore inftigated Amru to 
purfue and cut them off, and aflifted him all they could with 
intelligence of their numbers and fituation. Aira, accord? 
ingly, purfued the Greeks to Reram , where he attacked them,, 
and beat them from poft to poft, they making an obftinate 
refiftance for nineteen days, till he drove them into Alexan¬ 
dria, the then capital of Egypt, and one of the fineft, and largeft 
cities in the world. If we are to believe the account given 
of it to the califf, by Amru himfelf, it contained four thou- 
fand palaces, four thoufand baths, forty thoufand Jews who 
paid tribute, four thofifand places for the exhibition of pub¬ 
lic diverfions, twelve thoufand gardners, who furnifhed the 
city with vegetables of all kinds, which was the chief food 
of the Egyptians . That this account is not much exaggerated, 
is plain, from the remains of antiquity, which are ftill vifible 
there, and of which we have lately had very accurate ac¬ 
counts. 

It is highly probable that Amru , who hadffpent upwards 
of nine months in the fiege of Mefer , had, by this time, 
received farther reinforcements from the califf, who was no 
ftranger to the prodigious value of the conquefts he was 
attempting. Without this fuppofition, it is almofl impoffible 
to conceive how his little army could inveff fo great a city, 
defended by a numerous, well-provided garifon, rendered 
brave through defpair. Amru , however, offered the inha¬ 
bitants his protedbion, provided .they would either embrace 
Iflamifm, or confent to pay tribute. Thofe conditions being 
rejedbed, the fiege Went on with great obftinacy on both 
Tides, and Amru\ofc abundance of his braveft men,, by the 

Engines which played from the citadel. He therefore at? 
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Amru ta- tacked it fword in hand, and actually made a lodgcmenj 
Jcen pri- within the works. But the garrifon making head, the /Irak 
loner were driven out with the lofs of a great number of their 

xnen, and their beft officers, and Amru himfelf was taken 
prifoner, together with Mojlemah , and Wardan , a favourite 
jlave belonging to Amru. Thefe three were immediately 
.carried before the governor of the place, and from what fob 
lowed it appears, there was amongft them no diftirnftion cf 
drefs. The governor demanded of them the reafon of their 
Ins fingu- irruption into the imperial territories; Amru fiercely an* 
Jarefcape. fwered, that they .came to oblige the inhabitants, either to 

profefs Mahometaniirn, on to pay tribute; that if they re* 
fufed to do either, they were all to be cut in pieces. The 
fiercenefs of this anfwer made one of the Greek officers, 
who was prefent, bel.iev’e that Amru himfelf fpoke ; and ad* 
vifed the governor immediately .to order his head to be (truck 
off. Wardan , who underftood Greeks upon this, with fur- 
prifing prefence of mind, ftept up, and giving Ajr.ru a box 
on the ear, demanded, how fuch a jnean have as he was 
durft talk in that impudent manner, in prefence of his bet¬ 
ters ? Mojhemah then told the governor, that Amru intend¬ 
ed to raife the fiege, and that the califf had, in a letter to 
that general, intimated, ,that he was about to fend twelve of 
the principal perfonages about his court, to treat yvith him 
concerning an honourable accommodation. According to 
the AAJtem authors. Wardens prefence of mind, and this 
plaufible ftory, with a promife Mojlemah made, that if they 
were difmiffed, they would reprefcnt their treatment in the 
mod favourable light, to induce Amru the fooner to raife 
the fiege ; impofed upon the credulity of the governor, 
who, thinking them to be mean perfons, ord.er.ed them all 
to be difmifled. 


Alexan¬ 
dria taken 

f 

by the 
Arabs. 


The Arab army, which had given its general up for loft, 
received him and his fellow prifoners with loud acclama¬ 
tions. The fir ft ufe Amru made of his deliverance, was to 
give orders for immediately ftorming the citadel, which was 
done with fuch vigour, that they ca ried it, and put num¬ 
bers of the garrifon to the fword. There feems, however, 
to be great reafon for, believing, that the Greeks in the city 
continued to make fo obftinate a refiftance, that they capi¬ 
tulated, but not before moft of the inhabitants of the city 
had made their efcape, either on board their (hips, or into 
the open country ; for we are told, that Amru marched with 
the bulk of his arm /, in purfuit of thofe who fled into the 
country, which the Greeks , on board the (hips, underftand- 
ing, they attacked the city, and put tbe fmall garifon that 
had been left in it to the fword; This coming to Amnh 
ears, he returned with his army, and diflodging the 
Greeks in their turn; he killed a great number of them, 
and forced the others again to retire to their (hips. That 
Amru had received very great reinforcements, before he re- 
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(faced Alexandria , is certain; for, during fhe fourteen 
months that the fiege continued, we are told, that he loft 

twenty-three thoufand men. 

The conqueft of Alexandria w:.s, by far, the greateft that 
had yet been made by the Arabs ; tiie piodigious labour and 
Ioffes which it had coftthem, and the hartifhips they had fuf- 
fered during the fiege infpired them with the hopes of plun¬ 
dering the city, to make themfelves amends. But fuch was 
the prodigious veneration the Arabs had for difcipline, that 
they forbore all violence, till, their general, Amru , could 
confult the califf, which he did, by a meftenger; Omar’s 
aniwer was, <c That the expence of blood and treafure he 
had been at, in taking Alexandria , was fuch, as obliged him 
toinfift upon the city being preferved, and all its wealth 
brought into the public treasury. He feemed even to re¬ 
buke Amru , for hinting at the diforderly inclination of the 
army, and ordered him to depofitthe tribute-money, to be 
paid by the Copts, in fome place of fafety, in, or near, Alex¬ 
andria . The immenfe fum brought in by this capitation^ 

Was encreafed by other taxes, upon vineyards, and various 
kinds of commodities ; fothat, upon the whole, Omar was, 
by far, the richeft prince at that time in the world. 

The republic of letters, however, has reafon to execrate Alexl 
the memory of that barbarian, for his deftroying the famous an ^ r , an 

library of Alexandria, the fineft, perhaps, then in the world, libraryde- 
Amru , having fome faint knowledge of letters, from, his con- ft r0 yed. 
vcrfation with certain learned men, particularly, of one 1 
John , the grammarian, whom he found at Alexandria, would 
willingly have fpared this ftupendous library, which had 
been the work of ages to collect, but he did not venture to> 
do any thing without confulting of Omar , and that barbarian 
lent him exprefs orders to deftroy all the books there. For 
this truly barbarous reafon, that the Koran was fulficient 
for the inftru£tion of all mankind ; that if the books in the 
library agreed with it, they were fuperfluQus, but if they 

contradi&ed it, they were to be deftroyed. When Amru 
received this peremptory order, we are told that he attri¬ 
buted the bpoks amongft the keepers of the four thoufand 
baths of the city, to ferve as fuel for heating them. The 
number of manuscripts deftroyed on this occafron, was con¬ 
siderably above five hundred thoufand ; and, we are told, 
that they fupplied the baths for fix months : there is* how- 

e t! er, j. f Tf. re i afon believin g> , that forn e of themefcaped 
that diabolical conflagration, and are, even, at this time 

preferved in the repositories of learning. The prefect fe- 
mains of Alexandria, as defcribed by travellers, are truely 
wonderful; but fome have doubted, whether the walls that 
are So celebrated for their beauty and ftrength, are the fame 
that Surrounded it when Amru befieged it. As the Arabs bore 
an rcvincible hatred to the Greeks , it was fharpened by the 
reliance made to the latter at Alexandria, and not being in¬ 
cluded in the capitulation made with the Copts, they were 

Severely 
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feverely taxed. The taking of Alexandria, proved of infinite 
fervice to the reft of Omar’s dominion's, particularly in : 
Arabia , which was nov/ afflicted with famine, but relieved, 
from that granary of the Eaff. . . 

Amru , having reduced Alexandria , extended his con- : 
quefts inf - the Weftern parts of Africa , which he fubdued, 
and laid under tribute. He is particularly faid to have made 
himfelf mafter of the African Tripoli ; which is .now the ca¬ 
pital of a piratical republic of that name, and of the traft 
between Barka and A aweilah. Omar next ordered AyaJ 
one of his generals, to advance into Mefopotamia , where he 
inverted EdeJJa , an ancient city, peopled by Chriftians, 
and lying on the banks of the Euphrates . The terror 
of the Moftein arms obliged them, however, to agree to 
pay a tribute, that they might fave their perfons and 
effects, and be tolerated in the profefiion of their religion. 
From EdeJJa Ay ad marched fouthward to Conjiantia , 
which lies upon the Eaftern bank of the Euphrates ■, and 
which he was obliged to take by florin, as he did Deras, 
another ftrong fortrefs, where he maflacred all the inhabi¬ 
tants. Harran was next befieged by Amru, in perfon, and 
obliged to capitulate on the fame terms as EdeJJa had done; 
and, in fhor.t, almoft all the ftrong places in Mefopotamia 
did the fame. The particulars of thole conquefts are very 
confufedly related, both by the Moflefn and Chriftiari. wri¬ 
ters, who differ greatly in the names and fituatioA of places. 
AH we are certain of is, that the imperial forces were every 
where defeated upon the Euphrates , and in Mefobotamia, 
and that the Arabs , at laft, no fooner appeared before a 
place, than it furrendered to them. About the fame time, 
the Mojlems , under Mogheirah , penetrated into, Armenia, 
where he took a great many ftrong places, and reduced 
the province of Aderbijaft , with the city of Ada 1 in, ahd all 
the country lying about mount Taurus '.; and he carried His ar¬ 
my even into Capadocia , which he forced to receive the yoke 
of the califF ; particularly the great city of Seras. We find 
the fame Mogheirah was governor of Bafra , where he fuc- 
ceeded Utbal , but he himfelf was fucceeded in that govern¬ 
ment, and in the command of the Mofem troops in Perfia , 
by Abu Mufa , who was likewife made prefect of Mi Jan, 
and fettled fome Arabian colonies in the neighbourhood of 
Bafra . The famous city of Shiz , where flood the capital 
temple of the fire-worfliipers, founded by Zoroafer \ or, as 
he is called by the modern Per fans, Zerclujht , was reduced 
by the Mofems , about the fame time ; as was likewife al 7 
moft the whole province of Kuxefan , the ancient Sufana of 
the Perfans, which lies upon the Perfan gulf; but the truth 
is, thofe, and a great many other places, feem to have been 
feveral times fubdued, and by different cornmanders. * It is 
not to bereafonably fuppofed, that the Arab's Could pofiibly 
guard all the numerous conquefts they made in fo wide and 
fo populous a country. Many of then), undoubtedly, threw 
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I off the yoke, and were reduced, perhaps, by leaders, diffe- Korafan 
rent from thofe who.originally conquered them ; and this, conquered 
without queftion, occafions fome confufion in their hiftory. 

The vaft province of Korafan , which anfwers to the antient 
\Bactriana, or part of it, was fubdued-about the fame time, 
that is, about the twenty-firft, or twenty-fecond, year of the 
Hejra. It was about the fame time, that'the famous battle 
j of Nohawand was fought, between Al Nooman, a Mofiem ge-* 
neral, and Yazdejerd, the king of Perfta. We are informed 
that this battle was very bloody, that it lafted feveral days, 
and coft Nooman , who was one of Mahomet’s companions, 
his life; but at laft ended in the total defeat of Tazdcjerd , 
and reduction of lfpahan itfelf, the capital of all Perfta, un¬ 
der the califf. Nooman was fucceeded in the command of Battle of 
the Mojlcm troops by Hodaifa , who compleated the con- No--wba- 
queft of Perfia , and Tazdejerd was obliged to fly to a remote wand and 
part of his dominions; after lofing; all his rich effects, and death of 
feeing his daughters carried away into captivity by the vie- Kcded. 
tors! By this time, the famous Abu Obe:dab, and the m'ore 
famous Kaled , were dead. The latter, wc are told, expired CharaSer 
St Hems, in the fame year the battle of Nohaivand was fought, of the 
Amongft the various fubjc£ts of reflection, upon thofe Arabgo- 
events, which, did we not to this day fee incontcftable evi- ve r n men£» 
denc.es of their truth, feem incredible, none is more wonder¬ 
ful than that fidelity, with which Omar was ferved by his 
generals and his troops. It does not appear, that he was 
ever put to the neceflity of even punifhmg a fault, unlefs 
we call the drinking of wine, fuch. Being bimfelf tempe¬ 
rate, abflemious, and modeft, to a prodigy ; he had the art 
of infpiring others with the fame. virtues ; and the fword of . 
no conqueror was more awful in time of war, than his walk¬ 
ing-flick was at all times, and on all occafions. His ceco- 
noniy was feen, before his death, by an.exaiSl inventory he 
ordered to be made out, of the numbers of the inhabitants, 
heyfes, camels, and ufeful creatures in his dominions ; and 
iik'ewife of his mofi valuable effetfts, houfes, forts, and cities. 

But notvvithftanding his modefty, and extreme frugality 
upon his own perfon, he is faid to have been one of the 
mod generous princes that ever lived. His generofity was 
not'oi thatfrantic kind, which enriches favourites and flat¬ 
terers. It had for its obje&s whole bodies of his people, 
tribes,, cities, and countries,' whofe wants he relieved, and 
whofe happinefs he p;ovided for- If one part of his domi¬ 
nions had plenty, his vaft power was employed in commu¬ 
nicating that plenty to thofe parts that were flreightened, 
or pinched with fcarcity; and as he was a fcrupulous ad¬ 
herer to the principles and practices of the prophet, he never 
gratified any undue refentment, or any extravagance of paf- 
lion ; fo that his fubje£ls. always knew what they had to 
trull to, either in being rewarded, or punifhed. It is, how¬ 
ever, equally true, that he was fevere and unrelenting, it* 
all . matters that’coftcerned religion j and to that he feems to 
hav f e owed his death. 
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Omar It has already been obferVedy that the califfs affected ntf 
murdered, pre-eminency, hut in the application t6 their duties of go. 

verpment, and their religion. They gave their audiences 
under a tree ; and their palaces were built with mu$-walls; 
the meaneft of his fubjeCbs had accefs 16 Omar^ and he con- 
■yerfed familiarly, even with the meaneft of his Haves. His 
general, Mogheirah , had a Perftan flave, called Peruz, who, 
itfeems, was 4 man of ingenuity, and being a Magin , he 
purchafed the exercife of his religion, by paying two dir- 
kerns, or pieces of moneys a day, to his mafter. Pent 
complained to Omar of this intolerable tax, defiring to have 
part of it remitted. By what is told us on this head, it ap¬ 
pears, as if the Haves of Mojlems had the profit.of their own 1 
labour, for Omar refufed to mitigate the tax paid by Feru%i 
becaufe, it feems, he was a molt excellent mechanic,- and 
underftocd how to build a wind-mill. 


hy he would 


Omar giving this for 
tax, Feruz fwore that 
n, which fhould not 


ceafe grinding till the day of judgment; even this menace 
did not prevail upon Omar to take off the Have’s head. 
He was too magnanimous to put any man to death upon 
fufpicion ; though he exprefled himfelf to be fenfible of the 


infolence of the flave. 
mofqueat Medina 


Being 


foon after at prayers in the 


ger, in the body, and one of the wounds, in three days time, 
proved mortal. As to Feruz himfelf, he killed feven of the 
audience, and wounded fix more, before he could be feized; 
and even then be found means to'’'*’ 
that he dropt down dead. 


ftab 


He refufes While 


to norm- 


his death-bed, he was vifited by 1 
aphyfician, who, finding him paft recovery, requefted him 
nate a to make his will, and the chief Mojlems about him begged 
fuccefior. him to name his fucceflor; which ne refufed to do. Seve¬ 
ral were propofed, but he had objections to them all. He 
thought All had too much levity in his temper, for the difl 
charge of the califat. He thought Otbman would be too par* 
tial to his relations ; and that Zobeir was too avaritious j and 
Said too proud, and intraCtabie. He had much the fame 
object ion to Telha ; nor could he be prevailed upbn to no¬ 
minate his own fon. At laft he nominated Otbman, dl'tj 
Zobeir , Abdalrama , Telha , and Said , who had all of them 
been companions of the prophet, to nominate a fucceflor to 
'Him, by a plurality of voices ; but excluded h 
vote, though he enjoined him to be prefent. 
himfelf injured by this manner of proceeding, and that hiJ 
relation to the prophet, the vaft ferviees he had done to 
lilamifrn, and other circumftances, gave him an indifputable 
title to the dignity. But Abdalrama , refigning all his own 
pretentions, it was agreed that he fhould nominate one of 
the other five, and, after fome confultation, the chance fell 
upon Otbman ; who, as being the moft unexceptionable, 
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was irr mediately recognized. It is, however, very proba¬ 
ble, that the choice might have fallen upon Alt , had he 
rot (hewn a diflike to the memory of Abubeker and Omar , 
whom he confidered, as being little tetter than ufurpers of 
his right; and this declaration loft him the califat at this 

time. 

Omar v/as about fixty-three years of age, when he died, 
in the twenty-third year of the Hejra, which anfwers to the 
year of our Lord 643. He was in perfon, as well as his prac¬ 
tice and principles, i'o like Abebuker^ that they are ftiled thfe 
two Omars ; his perfon very tall, his head bald, and his com¬ 
plexion, like more of the Arab men, fwarthy. In imitation 
of his two predecefiors, he tinged his head and his beard of 
a beautiful red colour; his chief food was barley-bread,- 
which he fometimes eat with fait; and his drink was only 
water. He had a faying, that the Arab empire muft perifbj 
asfoon as the califfs fhould be deftitute of the piety of the 
Modems , and the generality of the Greeks. In confequence 
of this maxim, he was extremely regular in all the duties of 
his religion, and made the Koran the rule of his decilionS 
and a&ions. He was a generous pay-mafter to all the pub¬ 
lic creditors ; a father to his foldiers, who were, by far, the 
fineft troops in the world ; and, when the good of his peo¬ 
ple required it, he was magnificent. He built a wall round 
the city of Cufa ; one mofque at Medina, and another at 
Jerufalem. Every Friday night he diftributed the public- 
money to his fubje&s, according to their neceffities, and 
merits. By this means, no prince was ever better ferved, by 
troops and generals, than he was. At the time of his death 
his armies were numerous, and in excellent condition. His 
tor.quefts comprehended all Syria , and Egypt ; almoft all 
Perjia , Barka , Tripoli, Karajan , the greateft part of Armenia 
befides a great number of countries and territories, of lefs 
fame and importance. But the great public work that dif- 
tinguilhed Omars reign, was his build’ng the city of Bafra , 
at the mouth of the Tygris ; through which, by means of the 
Perftan gulf, be opened a communication with India itfelf. 
Omar was the firft who eftablilhed the Mahometan way of 
calculating^by the years f.om the Hejra. 
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the antient Ecbatana, was entirely reduced by him, as was the 
fortrefs of Bira in Mefopoiamia , a place of great ftrength, 
which never had been fubdued by Omar. Thofe conquefts 
were atchieved by Mogheirab , while Abu Mufa penetrated 
farther into the provinces of Ifpaban, and took the city for* 
ya, one of the 1110ft antient in Perfia. 

While Mogheirab was thus fuccefsfully pufhing the 
Mojlcm conquefts in Perfia, Amru was equally profperouj 
in Egypt, ana Moaiuiab m Syria. For the reader is to un¬ 
der" him. derftand, that tho’ thofe countries had been in a manner 

totally fubdued, yet fo fickle were the conftitutions of the 
inhabitants, and fo many of them had a hankering after 
their old mafters, that they were perpetually revolting. But 
Moaiviah this year not only reduced them, but carried his 
conquefts and devaluations into the imperial territo* 
ries. 

Amru re- It was about this time that Otbman the califf gave a fignal 
moved proof of the fagacity of Omar in characterifing him to be a 
from his man too partial in favour of his relations, for he difmifled 

Amru from the government of Egypt , and gave it to his 
kinfman Abdallah, whom fome call his fofter-brother. Am- 
■but is re ru had the genius of the Arabs , and had great fentiments of 
placed, politenefs and humanity. He was looked upon as one of 
* the moft finifhed generals of his time, and extremely agree¬ 

able to the Egyptians , whofe character and conftitutions he 
had thoroughly ftudied. The difpoffeffing him therefore of 
his command, bad fair to ruin the affairs of the califf irt 
Egypt j as it difobliged the Egyptians to fuch a degree, that 
the Greek emperor formed a fcheme for repoffeffing himfelf of 
Alexandria. Conjlans , the grandfon of Heraclius, was at this 
time emperor of the Greeks, and he employed one of his ge¬ 
nerals, named Manuel, (but whether he was the fame Ma¬ 
nuel already mentioned we cannot fay) in the recovery of 
Alexandria. It appears that ever fince Amru had taken it, 
the Greeks who efcaped on board their fliips, had kept the 
fea, and had a correfpondence with their countrymen in that 
city, and this facilitated Manuel’s expedition fo much, that 
without much difficulty he made himfelf mafter of the city. 
He re- This fuccefs however feems to have been greatly facilitated 
takes A- the avarice of Abdallah, the Mofem general, who fucceeded 

lexandria Amru, and who invaded the territories of a neighbouring 

‘ African prince, whom he put to death, and carried off his 

treafures ; befides puting to death agreatmany of hisfubjefts, 
and obliging thofe that furvived to pay an annual tribute. It 
was probably during Abdallah's abience upon this expedi¬ 
tion, that Manuel made his defeent upon Alexandria. 
be that as it will, it is certain that the Copts , or native Egyp¬ 
tians, who, in hatred to the Greeks, continued to be attached 
to the Moflem government, petitioned Otbman , that Amru 1 
command in Egypt, fliould be immediately reftored to him. 

The califf ,convinced of the imprudence of removing him, 
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complied .with their fequeft, and /burn returned to Egypt,i 
where he was Joined by greit numbers of. the Copfs , who 
furiiifhed him with every thing requifite forretaking Alex¬ 
andria; Mokawkas particularly was eminently ufefu.I to 
him; but he feems to have met with a greater rpfiftance than 

he expected : for when he advanced towards Alexandria , the 

Greeks i who by this time had been greatly reinforced, gave 
him battle for three days fucceffively, and ft was with the 
utmoft difficulty, that he drove them back into that city. 

It was upon this occasion that we are told he made the fa¬ 
mous vow. T hat, if he was fuccefsful againft Alexandria , bre 
would ciifmantle the city, and make it as accefiable as a bau^ . • 
dyhoufe. At laft he carried it by ftorm, but far from nia- ^ 1S c * e ‘* 
king the ufual, and inhuman ufe of his fuccefs, he rulhied menc y’ 
amongft the foldiers as they were butchering the citizens, 
and ordered the carnage to ceafe. He afterwards, that he 
might leave to his countrymen a memorial of fo clement an 
aftion, ordered a mofque to be built, on the very place 


Hi 


where he ftopt the daughter, and called it 


Mofque of 


We are told by fome authors, that, in confequence of 
his vowi he ordered the city to be entirely difmantled of its 
walls and fortifications ; and if that is true, thofe that are 
now to be feen about Alexandria , as we have already obfer- 
ved, rnuft have beeri erected firice the days of Amru. But 
the chief reafori, why we think they have not, is, that, ac- 
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be ft 


Mahometans 


in Africa were capable of erecting works of fuch ftupendf- 
ous, blit elegant, conftru£tion. It is true, the Arabs of 
Amru s' days, were fcrupulous with regard to an oath ; but £ on :» c ., 
Amru who was no common Arab , might very well fatisfy ture 
his oath by pulling down fome of the principal gates, and 
leaving it for forte time as open as the houfe of a ftrumpet 
(toufehrs own exprcffiofi). It is befides difficult to re¬ 
concile the entire demolition of the walls and fortifications 

* 

of Alexandria to the general rule of policy obferved by the 
Arabs ; neither is it likely, as we find it was afterwards the 
feat of the Moflem government iri Egypt , that Amru would 
venture upon a matter of fuch conlequence, without con¬ 
futing the califf : but, be all this as it will, it is certain, 
that the, Greek general was obliged to fly with precipitation 
tohislhips, and from thence to Corjlantinople ; and left 
Alexandria entirely in the power of the Arabs. 

Yazdejcrd , the u'nfiortunate king of Perfia , wKo had ta- j) e f ea f 
ken refuge in the moft remote part of his dominions, began an£ j 
about this time again to appear in the field, and had made cy - » 

" IJiachra. Upon this, Othinan ferit two ge- • ^ 
Abdallah and Said, to make an entire conciueft ofL- - - 
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Yaxdejerd of all the places that had been left him of his great 
dominions, and hunting him about from place to place, he 
was obliged to apply to Tar chan, a prince of the Turks , at 
that time an obfeure barbarous people, for fuccour. Tor¬ 
ch an accordingly marched a body of troops to his afliftance, 
but Yaxdejerd prepofteroufiy thinking himfelfto be ftill upon 
the throne of Perfia , treated the barbarian with fuch impo* 
litic haughtinefs, that he withdrew his forces from Yazdt- 
jerd’s afliftance: but foon after, by the inftigation of Mah- 
tt/tf, a Per fan traitor, he returned and gave battle to Tazdejer </, 
who was finally defeated, and killed in the purfuit. By his 
death the empire of Perfia fell without competition into the 
hands of the Arabs, about the thirty-firft year of the Hejra, 
anfwering to the year of our Lord 6 ^i. 

Moanxii- While dmru remained at Alexandria, Moawiyah continued 
yah com- at Damafcus , and thofe two gre$it men were at this time, un- 
mands at der the califF, the pillars of the Mofem government. It feems 
Damafcus to have been a maxim with the Arabs , never to fuffer their 

troops to remain long unemployed ; and accordingly we find 
no fooner one conqueft finifbed by them, than another is 
begun. Moawiyah threw his eyes upon the ifland of Cyprus, 
at that time under the languid effeminate government of the 
Greeks, and adtually made a defeent upon that ifland. The 
authors who have treated of thofe times have been raoft in* 
excufably negligent in tranfmitting particulars to pofterity. 
He con- All we know is from certain rough touches, which mark 
quers Cy- the principal events but leave them unconne£ted by the 
p-us and means that brought them about. Moawiyatis attempt, for 
other pla- inftance, upon Cyprus , could not have been effe&ed without 

{hipping j and, excepting thofe that fell into the hands of the 
Moflems upon the taking of Antioch , u'e know of none they 
had. It is however certain that, tho’ the Arabs at this time 
cannot be, properly termed a maritime power, yet they cer¬ 
tainly had abundance of (hips ; for we are told that Moawl • 
yah embarked his troops for Cyprus on board one thoufand 
feven hundred fail. We are told, that, having made himfelf 
matter of Salamis , the iflanders capitulated to divide the re¬ 
venues of the ifland equally between him, or rather theca- 
liff, and the Greek emperor ; by which Moaiuiyah for two 
years received each year feven thoufand two hundred pieces 
of gold ; but that afterwards Cyprus fell again into the hands 
of the Chriftiaris. This is an event not eafily to be account¬ 
ed for, but by fuppofing the Chriftians to have been fo 
greatly, fuperior at lea to the Arabs , by the bulk of their 
xhips, that Moawiyah was afraid of being {hut up in the 
ifland, by having his fmall tranfports deftroyed. For we 
are told that upon his hearing an imperial general was pre¬ 
paring to r.efcue the ifland, he fet fail for Aradus , wherehe 
endeavoured, but unfuccefsfully, to make himfelf matter ol 
the chief city of the ifland. It appears, however, that* tho ’he 
Was obliged to abandon this undertaking, yet he foon after 
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appeared again# the place with a larger fleet, and forced 
both it and Ancyra to fubmit j and, that to punifh the obr* 
ftinacy of the inhabitants cjf Aradus , he burnt down their 
chief town. But all thofe tranfadlions are fo confufedly 
and inaccurately tranfmitted to us,-that we fhould not have 
mentioned them, had it not been that we are certain they 
are true in the main, and that we are obliged to glean up 
every particular relating to fo extraordinary a people as the 
Arabs then were. 

While Moawiyah was fubduing Aradus , Ifaurica was plun- The Arabs 
dered by the Mojlems^vrho carried off five thoufand captives conquer 
along with them : and Othman’s arms under Abdallah pe- Ifaurka* 
netrated into Nubia itfelf, where the prince, who was a Chrif- 
tian, was obliged to buy his peace, by promifing to fend 
yearly to the Arab governor of Egypt, a great number of Nu-r- 
to or Ethiopian Haves, who feem to have been in vaft re- 
i queft amongft the Arabs. It is however uncertain, whether 
Abdallah , when he made this impreflion upon Nubia , had 
been reftared by Othman to the government of Egypt. Per¬ 
haps he adted as a kind of viceroy, under Amru , while the 
latter was employed in other conquefts. 

We have now, thro’ the dark paths ofhiftory, ftumbled in¬ 
to the thirty-firft year of the Hejra , or rather into the year 

951 of Chrift, which is a more certain reckoning; and con- A. D 6ci 
fequently into the twenty-eighth year after the impoftor * ' 5 

Mahomet had eftablilhed his fovereignty at Medina. It is 
wonderful to think, how the artful impoftures of that falfe 
prophet were fupported, and even gained credit, during the 
two reigns that immediately fucceeded him. But the de- 
iufion begun now to lofe its force. Othman^ tho’ as fortunate 
as either of his predeceflors, was not fo virtuous; and con- 
fequently not fo great a prince in theireyes. He loved mo- Failing* 
ney, and therefore they began to confiaer him as a man. Q f Otb* 
The predidtion of Omar concerning his partiality to his re- maK% 
lations being public, operated likewifeto his prejudice; and, 
when his weak fide was difeovered, many of his greateft 
fubjedts, began to look upon him in no better light than a 
ufurper of a power, which they had as good, if not a 
better, right than he had. One Abudar was the firft who 
vented his difeontent; which he did in fuch unguarded terms 
that Othman obliged him to retire to Syria ; where he con-? 
tinued his invedtives with fo much rancour, that Maawi- 
yab, the prefedt of Syria', fent him in cuftody to Medina , 
where, by Othman s order, he was confined in prifon to the 
time of his death, which happened about a year after his 

committment. 

Othman ftrove to ftifle thofe feeds of difeontent, which he Confpira* 
faw daily increafing, by continuing his conquefts. His cy again# 
troops under Habib and other generals renewed their incur- 
fions into Mefopotamid and Armenia , where they committed 
great ray ages j and Moawiyah had been fo induftrious in 
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colle&ing a fleet, that Ahu Abar , the admiral under him, enga¬ 
ged the Greek admiral on the coaft of Lycea , and gave him 
a moft dreadful defeat. About the fame time, Moawiyah 
himfelf invaded the ifland of Rhodes, and feized the brazen 
Colofjiis fo celebrated for being one of the wonders of the 
world, which had been thrown down eight hundred and 
feventy years before, by an earthquake, and had remained 
upon the ground ever fince. The materials of this wonder¬ 
ful ftatuej we are told, were fold to a Jew of Eclefah , and 
they loaded nine hundred camels. Thus the fpoils which 
efcaped the rapacioufnefs even of the Romans, were plun¬ 
dered by the jlrahs. In the mean while, it is difficult to 
account, why this ftupendious monument of art never was 
re-ere&ed during fo long a time. 

‘ But all thofe fuccefle$ and acquifitions were unable to 
quiet the fpirit of difeontent and rebellion which had gone 
forth againft Othman and his government. They'went fo 
far at laft, that they were digefted into a kind pf regular 
charge againfl: him ; and, as the articles of that charge con¬ 
tained fevcral particulars, not mentioned by hiftorians, it 
may be proper to mention the heads of them here. Firft, 
he had recalled Hekam , who had been baniflied by the pro¬ 
phet, and had continued In exile during the califat’p of Abu- 
beker and Omar. Secondly, he had displaced Said, one of 
bis bell generals, and given hi? pommand to Qkba, a man 
who drank wine, and was in other refpe&s a vicious perfon. 
Thirdly, he was accufed of being too profufe pf the publiq 
money; and, amongft many inftances given of that profufion, 
it was fajd that he gave five hundred and four thoufancj 
dinars to Merwan, (the fame fecretary, who afterwards be¬ 
trayed him, and four hundred tnoufand to Abdallah ’,) befides 
large furns to other favourites. Fourthly, he was charged 
with having difmjfled Amru, to whom the public owed fo 
much from the government of Egypt j and bellowing it 
upon Abdallah , whp had been proferibed by the prophet. 
Fifthly, he had placed himfelf, when hefpoke to the people, 
Upon that part of Mahomet’s pulpit where the prophet him- 
fclfufed to fit; tho’ Abiibeker ufed to place himfelfvone ftep, 
apd Omar two fteps, lower. 

The fquanejering the public money feemed of all thofq 
charges to bear the hard eft upon Othman', but at firft he 
had fpirit enough tojuftify from the pulpit what" he had 
done, and to pray God’s vengeance upon thpm, who fhoulij 
difpute his right of difpofing of the money in the treafury as 
he pleafed. Atfimar , an Arab in great reputation, for his 
fufferings for Iflamifm, and for the high favour he was in 
with the prophet, complained that the califFs fpeech, had 
given him juft and great offence; upon which Ammar, by 
Othman 's orders, was beat fo feverely that he fainted away. 
The inflamable difpofition of the Arabs , at this treatment of 
ip eminent a perfonage, immediately took fire j and the re» 

' ‘ bels 


t 
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bels running to arms, gathered to a head, and encamped 
within three miles of Medina. 

Oilman behaved with great defpondency on this occafion. He fub- 
but that might be owing to his receiving intelligence that mits. 
the infurredtion was gathering ftrength, from all the neigh- 


I5 1 


Egypt 


Medina 


were pouring 


In order to bring the infurgents to fome temper, he again 
repaired to the mofque, and, from the pulpit, he fairly 
o wned all the circumflances of his mifgovernment, and pro- 
mifed, not only to amend the fame for the future, but to 
reftore to the public treafury, all the money he had taken 

from it. But the unhappy Otbman feems to have been ig- Infolence 
norant, on this occafion, that when a prince fubmits to re- ofthe.^ 
bels, he increafes their infolence; for they now grew more fpirators 
outrageous than ever; nor indeed does he feem to have had encreafes 
a real friend about him. He was, however, faved, by ’ 

a concurrence of interefts, though all of them dire&ly 


con- 


oppofite to him. 


Ayejha , who, by the {launch Modems 


was now called the mother of the faithful, and in high ve- 


Telha 


the califat. 


This being known to Ali , though he equally hated 6 tbman y 
he refolved, if poffible, to fave him; rather than that his 
profeffed enemy, Ayejha, {hould gain her ends. With this 
view, he repaired to Otbman, who had juft before inefr 
fe&ually employed Mogeirab to appeafe the infurreeftion, 
with a paper, in which he had drawn up the principal griev¬ 


ances of the government. Th 


earneft re- 


queft, was figned by Otbman , with a promife of removing 
them; and Ali, by way of guaranty for the performance of 
that promife, figned it at the fame time. 

Ah, as the reader may have already obferved, was the on- They are 
lyperfon, perhaps, in all the califf’s dominions, who could aDDeafed 


Mojlt 


Ayejl: 


by Ali . 


i this occafion, for Ayejha, who feems to have 
been a woman of great intrigue and refolution, did not venture 
to declare openly againft Otbman , for fear that Ali (as after- 
terwards happened,) whom fhe hated much more fhould 
fucceed him. Add to this, the terms figned by Otbman 
were fo plaufible, that, when recommended by Ali, they 
could not be reje&ed. The confpirators, therefore, feemed 
to reft fatisfied with AH’s mediation ; and the infurre&ion, 

for feme time, feemed to be at an end ; all the infurgents 
departing to their feveral homes. 

Amongft other ftipulations agreed to by Otbman , one was, Trea* 


that Mohammed 


a 


chery of 


Mernjjan , 


to the goverment of Egypt, inftead of Abdallah ; and this 
point being fettled, Mohammed was upon his return to the fecrQ* 
fJL when he intercepted a courier with difpatchey iron 
WS c^liff. Thofe difpatches were addreffed to Abdallah 


tary 


J<4 


the 
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the then acting governor of Egypt, and contained, under 


Othman 
aflaffinat- 
ed in his 
palace. 


the feal, and in the name, of the califf, a perem 
for Abdallah to cut off the hands and the feet of j 


iptory order 

Moh aminech 


friends, and impale them, as foon as they came into Egypt, 
But this order, we are told, was a moft deteftable forgery 
of Merwan , Othman' s fecretary, who thereby finifhed his 
mailer’s deftrudlion. For Mohammed\ not doubting of the 
authenticity of the order, immediately proclaimed the ca- 
liff’s breach of faith to all his friends in the province, and 
marched back to Medina, at the head of a ftrong body of 
troops. 

Notwithffanding this is the account given by the authors 
who were moftly to be depended on, yet we cannot help 
obferving, that it was highly improbable, if Othman was 
entirely innocent of this barbarous order, that he Ihouldnot 


have been able to have detected the treafan, between the 
time of its being intercepted, and his death. For wc are 
told that Mohammed, upon his returning to Medina , being 
joined by a confiderable body of malecontents from 
Cufa, Bajra , and other places, blockaded the califf for fif- 


joined by a 


from 


teen, fome fay eighteen, days, in his own palace. During 


all this time, he held 


kind of a treaty with the rebels, 

‘ *? * « • 111 ~ -r **' * 


through the mediation of AH ; who ordered his fons, Hafan , 
and Hofein , to prevent the rebels from breaking into the pa r 
lace. It is likewife faid, that the califf, finding himfelf, in 
a manner, defer ted by all, applied to All for his affiftancej 
and afked him, Whether he chofeto fee his kinfman mur¬ 
dered, and the empire, which would probably defeend to 
himfelf, difmembered ? The anfwer of All was. That 
he did not. Upon the whole, therefore, there feems to be 
reafon to believe that order, attributed to the treachery of 
Merwan , was the genuine deed of Othman ; for we know 
of no attempt he made to clear himfelf. The blockade 
continuing, the califf found himfelf greatly diftreffed for 
water ; and Hafan , and Hofein , no doubt with the con- 
fent of their father, withdrawing their affiftance, the re¬ 
bels broke into the palace ; (if the mean houfe in which 
the califfs lived in thofe days, can deferve that name). 
Mohammed ', the head of the rebels, and two others, imme¬ 
diately went to Othman' s apartment, where they found him 
fitting with a copy of the Koran , which, by this time, was 
collected and publiflied, in his bofom. Mohammed , with¬ 
out regard to his dignity, feized him by the beard, and 
ilabbedhim in the breaft ; and his example was followed 
by other confpirators, who, by this time, had broke into 
the room, each of them being follicitpus to have his fword 
dipt in the blood of the califf,' The wife of Othman , en- 


wife of Othman , en- 
;r hufband. had her 


jdeavouring to interpofe, to fave her hufband, bad her 
fingers cut off by the aflaffins. The body lay for fome days 

ynbtiried. and was thrown into a hole, rather than * 

grave i 
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grave, «* 

the year of our Lord 655. 


Thu 


s. 


Hejra, anfwering to Hejra 34. 

s greateft prince, in His cha- 

point of power, in the world, aged thirty-two. We here rafter,and 
cannot help obferving, the terrible effects which a pleni- that of the 

<ude of power has upon the morals of mankind. Thofe Arab go - 
Jrabs, who, during the time they were making their con- vemment, 
quefts, were humble, modeft, and unambitious, finding at the time 
the prize they fought for gained, began now to feparate, of his 
and, like the Roman prsetoriap guards, togive law to their death, 
emperors. All , who from Mahomet inherited courage, 
thuliafm, and abftinence, feems to have been no longer 
proof againft ambition. Though he had, ever fince the 
death of that impoftor, fecretly looked upon all who fuc- 
ceeded him, as ufurpers ; yet he had ferved them faithfully 
and zealoufly. But the prize of empire, which, through 


en- 


the failings of Oth fnan , was now in his reach, overpower¬ 
ed his virtue. All that he did was to fave appearances, by 
the faint afliftance he gave the califf: but even, this 


did not impofe upon the public, as will be feen in thecourfe 


of this hi (lory 

The virtues of Othman were the fame with thofe of the 
other illuftrious Arabs of his time; and his failings were 


Arabs , at that 


fuch as are incident to mankind. He 
temperate, religious, and 
time, knew not what a coward was. But he feems to have 
been ruined by his partiality to his relations, and favourites. 
The vices of his court and country are the true marks, by 
which we can eftimate the incredibly fwift progrefs the 
power of the 'Arabs had made, during fo fhort a fpace as 
thirty years ; it was fuch, as feems to render hiftory ro¬ 
mance. But the intelligent reader is not to confound the 
rogrefs of the Arabs , with thofe rapid conquefts that have 
een made by others ; and which commonly vanifhed with 
lives of the conquerors. The 
were far from depending on the fword for the fecurity of 
their acquifitions. The conquefts they made were incor¬ 
porated into their own plan of policy, both religious and 

The few defires and appetites they had to gratify, 
rendered it eafy for them to make the people under them 
abundantly more happy, than they were under their for¬ 
mer governors; and this conciliated, firft, their affedfcions, 
and then, their confciences, to the Mojlem government. 
That the Arabs , in point of learning, arts, and fciences, 
were, at this time, barbarous, is certain ; but it is as cer¬ 
tain, that they poflefled the charadteriftics of a 


the 


Mahomet 


civil. 


formed for command, in a greater degree than the damans 
.ever did. They knew the advantages they had, from ig r 


porance, fuperftition, inconfiftency, and divifion in reli¬ 
gion ; and they improved them fo amazingly, that the vice 

of ambition, excited by real power, made a greater pro- 

' ' * grefs 
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grefs amongft them in thirty years, than it did amongft the 
Romans in lix hundred ; and to this vice it was that Ottoman* 
whofe reign we now clofe, fell a facrmce. 


7 he reign of Ali, the fourth calif,\ 


AU fuc- * | ' H E R E is nothing in all the hiftory we nowunder- 

ceeds to X take, more unaccountable, than chat All thou Id have 
thecalifat. been kept out of the califat fo long as he was. He was the 


favourite fon-in-law, and nephew, of Mahomet \ he re- 
iembled him in his enthufjafm, his abilities, his virtues, and 
even his vices; and he had th 0 1x1 c rit of being the fir ft male 
convert to that nnpoftor’s faith. 


Eur, 


r* 


V™ 

V • V 


publicly liis belief 


have had oc- 

i:on to ohferve, All had the misfortune to declare too 

of the inconi -nenoy of Aye fa, the mo¬ 
ther oi" the faithful; and her intrigues and power had 
hitherto defeated him of thecalifat. But the was too cx- 
quifite a politician to think of withftarming the torrent that 
then ran fo ftrongly in ins favour. 

Arabs that their califFs were faliib'e, vulnerable, and mor- 


Snehad now caught the 


tal j and flie forefaw the prodigious advantages ine might 
reap, from the diyifions of the empire, and tiie oart rhat 
Ali had adted in the cataftropke of Gihman. 

this time, filed with 


p a r t 
Medina* and 


its neighbourhood, was, at this time, iiiied with troops, 
which the rebellion againft the late califf had biought from 

- r1 ' n • Though both Ve!b<* and 


Reflexion quarters ofhis.vaft empire. .. a 

upon his Zobeir had great intereft, by means of Ayefa's creuit, yet 

it was infignificant, compared to that of Ali 


acceffion. 


vrho feems, 

on the other hand, to have been fully aprized of the party 
that had been fecretly formed againft him ; for, notwith- 
ftanding the moft prefling inftances, made to him even by 
Ayejha’s party, to take upon him the government, he, for 
fome time, absolutely declined it. From the complexion 
of the hiftory, I am inclined to believe, that thofe appli¬ 
cations were made to him, during the life of Othman. 
For we are told, he refilled them fo long, that the army 
gave the people of Medina to underftand, that if within 
twenty-four hours a califf was not appointed, they would 
put Ali) Telha, Zoleir, and the principal perfons in the 
government, to the fword ; and yet, that Alt was recogniz? 
ed as calift', on the very day of Othman’s death, 
and upon Be this as it will, it is certain, that he had difeovered, ap« 
the conici- parently, great relu&ance, to take upon him the govern- 
tution of ment; declaring he was ready faithfully to obey anyone 

thatlhould be appointed califF. It is here that we cannot 


the go- 

o 

vernment. 


Arab 


in point of fucceflion to the califat. By all that appears, it 
was neither hereditary, nor eledlivej or, if it was elective, 

we 
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vfeknowof no particular body, in which the right of elec¬ 
tion was veiled. All that appears is, that when a perfon 
was nominated to be califf, the fentiments of the people 
in general wereconfulted; and if they were in his favour, 
the chief men fwore allegiance to him ; and the body of the 
fubje&s acquiefced in what they did. After this recognition, 
however, there were particular ads, fuch as haranguing the 
people from the prophet’s pulpit, and giving them folemn 
benediftions, that ftampt upon them the character of fove- 
reignty : and thofe a£ts formed the true charter, by which 
they reigned. 

That a univerfal, or, at lead, a general, recognition, 1S in “ 
was neceffary to make a califf, feems.to be implied by AW s augurated 
conduft, when he was elected. For he infilled upon hisbe- folemnly. 
ir.g folemnly inaugurated in the mofque of Medina , by 
which inauguration we can underlland nothing, but his per¬ 
forming fuch a£ls of fovereignty, as we have already men-, 
tioned, before all the people. Telba’s and Zobeir *s rear of 
the army was fo great, that they adjured him by God, and 
as he loved God, the prophet, and religion, to take upon 
him the government without delay. 

Next day being agreed on for the inauguration of the Picture of 
greateft prince in the world, he went from his own houfe his man- 
to the mofque, attired in a thin cotton gown, tied round his ner of 
waift with a girdle j his flippers in one hand, a bow, which going to 
he made ufe of as a walking ftaff, in the other; and a eoarfe be inau- 
turban on his head ; walking all the way on foot. Such is gurated*. 
the pi&ure the Moflem authors give us of this mighty mo¬ 
narch, on an occafion that other monarchs would have ex- 
haulled all that was magnificent in art and nature, to adorn 
it. But the head of the Arabs had' all his greatnefs within 
himfelf; and his people confidered that grandeur, which 
pthers court, as the bitternefs of the human mind. 

When AH arrived at the mofque, he fent for Telha and Inftance 
Zo'-eir, to recognize his authority ; as being leaders in the of thefu- 
government. The Arabs , with all their quicknefs, and all perdition 
the elevated images they had of divinity, were fuperftitious; of the 
and, perhaps, their fuperftition was owing to thofe very Arabs, 
qualities, bqcaufe they were unfupported by true philofophy. 

Telha was thefirft who offered his hand to the califf, and it 
being ihrunk up, through a wound he had formerly receiv¬ 
ed, one Habib , an Arab , who was by, propofed that the al¬ 
legiance paid to Alt Ihould be retraced, becaufe the buft- 
nefs muff be lame, which was begun by a lame hand. In 
faft, there was more foundation than All apprehended for 
this obfervation. The houfe of Ommiyah , the head of which 
was Mowiyah , then governor of Syria , Merwan , Said, and 
other confiderable leaders of the Arabs , refufed, or at leaft 
declined, to recognize Alt. This formidable defe&ion. 

Was occafioned by the arts of Ayejha , who now loudly de~ 

•' '. dared 
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dared herfelf againft the murderers of Othman , at the head 
of whom fhe placed Ali himfelf. 

Charafter Mi was not a man to be daunted by any oppofition. 
of Alt, Perhaps the great courage, difcernment, and refolution, 
and his he pofTefled, deterred the principal Arabs fo long from ail! 
great refo- vancing him to the fovereignty. He was well acquainted 

lution; with the characters and difpofitions of all the generals under 

the late califF, and he refolvedto remove every one of th^em. 
This was, a very unfeafonable refolution, but Ali was 
unfufceptible of fear, and was. refolved to hold theca- 
Jifat upon no precarious terms. It had, however, a very 
diiagreeable eft eft upon his intereft, becaufe it encreafed 
the public fufpicion of his having been aftive, or at leaftan 
accelTary, in the murder of Othman. One of the friends of 
Mogheirah, at fir ft, endeavoured to divert him from this re¬ 
folution, but finding him determined, he feemed to change 
his opinion, and headvifed him to perfift in it. While they 
were converfing upon thisfubjeft, Abdallah came into their 
company. He had been lately at Mecca , and knew per- 
Jlis confe-feftly well the ftate of parties all over the empire. Being 
reuceand informed of thefubjeftof their converfation, he highlyap- 
confulta- proved of Mogheirah's firft advice, but condemned his 
tion with change of opinion, which he called downright treafon. He 
Movheirah obferved, that Moawiyah , having never recognized Alh 
oadAbdal- authority, had fome excufe for his difaffeftion ; but, that 

he did not doubt, if he was continued in his government, 
he would take the oath of allegiance, as others had done. 
6i In that cafe,” continued Abdallah , f< if he lhall rebel, he 
will be a traitor, and he will become fo odious, that, fhould 
you defire it, I, myfelf, will engage to pull him out of his 
houfe by his ears.” This, certainly, was found advice, 
Moawiyah , befides being one of the greateft fubjefts, by 
birth, the califF had, was pofFefTed of the beft government 
in his empire, and the army under him, which was a very 
fine one, was at his devotion. But Ali confidered him as 3 
rebel, and fwore by God, That the portion of Moawiyah 
fhould be the fword. Mogheirah feems to have changed to 
opinion, only in complailanceto him,in whole power he then 
was. For, upon Aids declaring, that he perfiftedin putting 
, Moawiyah to death, Abdallah honeftly told him. That his 

conduft wasr not equal to his courage, which was unques¬ 
tionably great: and foon after Mogheirah withdrew t® Mec¬ 
ca , where the oppofition to Aids government was now come 
to a great height. 

Conduft The artful Ayejha , to whofe intrigues the murder of 
t)f AyeJha.Othman was chiefly owing, did not deny her having been 

his enemy at firft ; but fhe pretended, that upon feeing hi? 
reformation, fhe had become his friend, and that Ali had 
been guilty of treafon, by the part he afted in his 
afi'aflination. This declaration coming from the mother 
of the faithful, had a vaft cfFeft upon many; and 

Jldoawiyah 
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Moawiyah, finding it coincide v/ith his intereft, appeared 
to believe it implicitly. Telha, and Zobeir , if they could 
have avoided it, would willingly have declined declaring 
themfelves againft him, till matters were more ripe. For 
this purpofe, one of them follicited the government of Cufa , 
and the other, that of Bafra ; but Ali, fenfible of their in¬ 
tentions, pretended he could not difpenfe with their 
abfence, at fo critical a conjuncture ; their abilities and 
experience being far fuperior to all thofe he had about 
him. They eafily comprehended his meaning as he had 
done theirs: they were then obliged to apply the never- 
failing battery of religion ; and begged leave to go to Mec¬ 
ca upon a pilgrimage. This pretext was too facred for Alt 
to withftand it, and he confented, though he knew that 
Ayejha was there at the very time, forming cabals againft 
his perfon and authority. 

Notwithftanding this formidable appearance againft him, Ali re- 
Ali ftill proceeded in forming the new fyftem of govern- moves 
ment he had laid down. He difpatched Sahel to take upon Othman's 
him the government of Syria , in the place of Moawiycih ; officers 
and this feems to have been the firft meafure that deter- and go- 
mined Moaxviyah openly to take arms againft the califf. vernors; 
For Sahel, upon his arriving on the borders of Syria, was 
met by a party detached from Moawiyah , which forced him 
to return to Ali for further orders. The califf appointed 
Kois to be governor of Egypt , but his fubjeCts there were in 
fuch a ferment, that many of them refufed to obey his 
government, till fuch time as juftice was executed upon the 
murderers of the late califf. Othman , the fon of Hariff,\ 
was fent to take poffeffion of Bafra , which he did with 
great difficulty ; but the Cufians peremptorily refufed to 
fubmit themfelves to Ammarab , whbm Ali had appointed for 
their governor. Abdallah was fent to take upon him the 
government of Yaman , the Arabia Felix of the ancients ; 
but Tali, who had been appointed governor of that pro¬ 
vince by Othman, plundered the public treafury, and car¬ 
ried the money to the rebels at Mecca . 

Moawiyah, after driving Sahel out of Syria , remained un- hut meets 
molefted in his government, and made ufe of his vaft ere- with op- 
dit and intereft, to infpire the people under him with a de- poiition 
teftation of Ali. He had got into his poffeffion the bloody 
Ihirt in which Othman had been murdered, to which were 
affixed the fingers of Othman' s wife, and all together were ex- 
pofedto the public vie w. The Arabs made abetter ufe of their 
pulpits and mofques, than the Romans did of their roftrum, 
or forum ; becaufe, amongft the Arabs , religion and politics 
always went hand in hand, and'always affifted each other. 

The difplayof Othman's bloody Ihirt, and his wife’s fingers, from 
had an incredible effect upon the minds of the people, and Moa<wi- 
in a few days a great army arranged itfelf, under the ban- yah. 
ner of the bloody ;lhirt. 

* All, 
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He pro- Alt began now to perceive that the conspiracy againft him 
pofes threatened his life and empire. He fent to propofe term^of 

terms accommodation to Abu Mufa , the governor of Cufa ,* and 

to Moawiyah. The former feems to have a'ccepted of them, 
but the latter, at firft, expreffed his contempt of them, by 
filence, and then by lending Ali a blank letter, as the moft 
opprobrious expreffion he could devife, for his difregard of 
him. But we are told, that Moawiyah^ about this time, 
was recognized, as califf, by the forces in Syria. The mef- 
which are fenger who brought Moatviyah* s mock letter, was alked by the 
rejected, califf, news from Syria. His anfwer was,' That lixty thou- 

fand men, in arms, were ready to a£t under the banner of 
Othmans bloody fhirt; which .was ere&ed upon'the pulpit 
of a mofque at Damafcus. Ali was ftartled at the mention 
of this fhirt, but immediately comprehending the meaning 
of it, he blamed the infurgents for requiring the blood of 
Othman at his hands ; and endeavoured to clear himfelf by 
the moft bitter imprecations, of his having had any hand in 
his murder. 


Leaders But the feat of rebellion, all this time, lay at Meccct\ 
and heads and Ayejha was the main-fpring of it. Telha , and Zobeir\ 
of the encouraged her to perfift in it, by reprefenting the affairs of 

rebellion the califf, as being, in a manner, defperate at Medina. 

againft But the plan of their opperations was not yet fixed. Had 

him. they agreed to the promotion of Moawiyah to the califat, 

theirintereft, undoubtedly, led them to have marched into 
Syria ; where they oould have joined their own forces with 
his. Ayejha , who feems to have been a better politician 
than any about her, was for inftantly taking advantage of 
the embarrafment of the califf’s affairs; and for marching 
dire&ly to Medina . This propofal feems to have been di¬ 
verted by Telha , whofe intereft at Bafra was fo confiderable, 
that the con fpira tors determined to march to that city, and 
difpofitions were made accordingly, but he found the people 
very backward to join him, 

We are, in relating the hiftory of the Arabs , to make the’ 
fame diftin&ion between the native, veteran, Arabs , and 
their other troops, as between the Roman legionary foldiers, 
and thofe collected in their conquered provinces. Ayejha, 
when {he fet out from Mecca , was at the head of not above 
one thoufand men, but all of them were true Arabs , and 


Ayejha equal in vaiour *° cen times tne numoer or provincial troops, 
inarches Their being headed by the mother of the faithful, gave 

at the them inexpreflible courage and fpirits j and in her march' 

head of to R a f ra -> their numbers amounted to three thoufand. She 
the infur- was mounted upon a camel, that coft about eighty guineas^ 
gents, and, It ferns, knew how to kneel and ftoop, at command ; 

5 * a circumftance which the Arabs confidered as a proof of 

the rider’s fan&ity. Being unufed to the fatigues of a cam¬ 
paign, fhe wanted to flop at a village upon the roadj and 
her obftinacy was fuch, that Telha , and Zobeir, knowing 


equal in valour to ten times the number of provincial troops. 
Their being headed by the mother of the faithful, gave 


gents. 


the bad consequences of 


delay, were obliged to have re- 

courfe 


4 
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courfe to a moft folemn lie, which is recounted, with many 

immaterial, ridiculous circumftances, to divert her. But 
even this expedient would not have got the better of her re- 
folution, had it not been for a falfe alarm, which they 
jpread, as if Alt’s army was advancing to attack them. 

This rumour had the defired effedt, and her troops proceed¬ 
ed to Bafra. This town, as we have already feen, was 
held for Ali, by Othman , the fon of Hanlf ; who was greatly 
embarrafled how to behave. The revenge of Othman’ s death, 
v/as ,the pretext made ufe of by the rebels; and Ayejha , by 
repeated meffengers, had required him to rejoin her in re¬ 
venging it. Othman fent to Ali for inftru&ions how to 
behave, and the califf ordered him to treat thofe under 
Ayejha, particularly Telha\ and Z obeir, as perjured rebels. 

But the match was equal. The vaft authority of the mo- 

therof the faithful had now affembled thirty thoufand men 

under her banners ; and the troops under Othman were 

but a handful. He made, however, a brave refiftance, but takes Baf- 

the infurgents taking poft near Bafra , defeated him, in a ra. 

/ally he made, took him prifoner, and fent him to Ayejha , 
who was now miftrefs of his fate. She treated him with 


great contempt, though at firft fhe was inclined to have 
taken off his head; but milder councils prevailing, fhe 
ordered him to receive forty ftripes, the hair of his eye¬ 
brows, and his beard, to be pulled out by the roots, and 


Baft 


difmiffed. Ayejh 


greatly ftrengthened her party. 

Ali was dil'concerted, but not daunted, at the progrefs Ali mar- 
of this rebellion. He made his appeal to the people, that ches a- 
he had been fairly inaugurated, as califf, by the anfars, gainlt her, 
to whom he had paid the compliment of being the electors 
of the califf. This feafonable artifice did him great fervice. 

But he found, that the impreffion which the murder of 
Othman, which he was accufed of, made upon the minds of 
the people, did him infinite prejudice. For though he 
formally declared, from the pulpit, that the rebels were in 
motion, and that he refolved to fight them, he found his 
lubjedts very backward to join him. 

An expedient however was found out to remove their pre- 
pofleffions. Ziyad, one of the anfars, and his friend, fpon- 
taneoufly flept up to him, and declared that, retreat who 
would, he and his family would advance. This perhaps 
would have been infufficient to have determined the anfars, 
had not twoof theirdodtors of the law formally flood up in the 
affembly, and declared that the holy Othman , mafter of the 

two teftimonies, was not put to death by the mafter of the he is clear- 
two teftimonies. This ceremonious verdidt had its due ef- f rom 

feft. By the two teftimonies is.underftood the two hinges Othman’& 


Mojh 


That there is but one God, and Ma 


califf 


by the appellation of the mafter 


fo 
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by which 
his party 
gathers 
ftrcJigth. 


He gains 
poffefficn 

of Ctifa. 


lb that upon the whole the decifion of the two do&ors,- 
implied no more than that Othman was not murdered by dli 
The Anfars who compofed the affembly, having fo folenma 
decifion on their fide, unanimoufly determined to fupport 
the califf; and Omu. Salma, who Mahomet had married as his 
feventh wife, declared herfelf loudly in favour of Alt. This 
unanimous refolution of the Anfars to fupport the califf was 
of infinite fervice to his affairs, and he marched out of Medi¬ 
na, with nine hundred men, whom the reader is to remems 
her were Anfars , that is, all of them lions. His firft march 
was to Arrabdah and there he was joined by his fon Hajari, 
at the head of another body of troops, and by great numbers 
of people from all quarters of Arabia , whom the example 
of the Anfars , had determined to join him. We are 
told, upon this occafion that Hafan reproached his father 
for feveral imprudent fteps he had made, and which have 
already been touched upon, but tha tAli cleared himfelf from 
all imputation of mifcondudh. 

The great points of difpute at this time, between Alt and 
the infurgents, were, whether AH was guilty of the murder 
of Othman , and whether ‘Telha and Zobeir, had fworn alle¬ 
giance to him, voluntarily or by compulfion. Alt, by the 
decifion of the Anfars , cleared himfelf pretty well of the 
charge againft him. But the point was more doubtful with 
regard to Telha and Zobeir who, with their friends, affeded to 
give out that they were compelled to recognize Alt as califf. 
They were not however very fuccefsful in gaining profelites. 

Alt's party, notwithftanding all Ayejha's efforts, gathered 
ftrength every day while he lay with his army at Arabilab, 
His moderation did him great fervice on this occafion, he 
wrote to the Cuffians exhorting them to endeavour to per- 
fuade the Mota%alitcs , for fo Ayejha's party was called, to 
lay down their arms, and he was very earneft in all the 
public a&s of devotion, declaring at the fame time that he 
was ready to come to an accommodation with the rebels 
and very unwilling to filed Mojlem blood. Two tribes while 
he lay at Arabdah , that of Tay and that of A fed, and both 
of them of great confequence, joined him, but he difmiffed 
the latter tho’ not without great acknowledgements of their 
zeal and loyalty. 

Alt now perceived there was a necelfity of proceeding to 

extremities with the rebels who had actually declared him 

to be depofed from the califat, and that the Anfars them- 

felves looked upon his moderation as weak and impolitic. 

He therefore fent for and received a farther fupply of men* 

horfes, and warlike acoutrements from Meelina, but he met 

with fome oppofition at Cafa where the governor Abu Mm 

feemed inclined to favour Ayefha. But Alts meffengers acted 

with fo much zeal and fpirit, in favour of Ali, that they 

foori formed a party amongft the people, and Abu Muja 

contented himfelf with declaring for a neutrality. Cufh 

however 
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however-was a place of fo. much importance $iat Alt fentKega 
his Ton Flafan and Afhtar an officer of great refolution to ftrip pofleflfi 
JbuMufa of his power, which in fa£t they did, and the Cu- of Cpfi 
fans Cent about eight thoufapd excellent troops to Alt's af- 
Tiftahce. The caliph paid them the compliment of meeting 
them in perfon, and after bellowing the higheft encomiums 
ypon their courage and fidelity hd again declared himfelf rea¬ 
dy to come to an accommodation with the rebels,'or chaftife 
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fhould 


U4V/MIV* UlVJf • } 

Ayejha , equally proof againft moderdtiofi 


\ . 


f Baft 


army 


neighbourhood tie of 
tere the ftrength of hdr intereft Iay^ the cal iff camel 
arch againft Kerf and foon camd in fight of her 
befides being a man of infinite refolution and 


courage, was at the head of about twenty-five thoufand of 

. ® • • . 1 . ii* •* r a 1 n * - ' % 4 


the braveft troops 


iyejha commanded 


about thirty thoufand, but they were ra'w and undifciplinedJ 

r. f • If. 'll* f 1 r 1 _ 1 !. • 1 _ 1 - ; 


perfuaded his £arty 


But 


felf, by this time fedmd to have laid a.lidd fomeof his pacific 
fentiments, tho’ he would have gladly won Zobeir over to 
his iritereftf and had fome converfatiorf with him for that ef¬ 
fect, tho’ Zobeir would not abandon his party. We are told 
that even Ayefoa was daunted af feeing the good order, and 
refolution of All's troops, and would haye willingly entered 

u^on a treaty. It is Very probable that fhis was what All 
was now defirous to avoid j and that he gave private orders 
to his generals to beg?n an attack; in' the night time Which the 
Cufans accordingly did. ( 

This hoftility was fuch an indicafien of All being deter¬ 
mined to put the iflue upon the event of a battle, that we are 
told Ayejha grew defperate and mounting her celebrated camel 
file flew from tank to rank, to infpire her men with courage. 

As to Zobeir he expreffed great remorlb for the infidelity he 
had been guilty of towards Alt , aftd declared that the breach 
of his oath of fidelity lay fo heavy upon his confcierice, that 
he could not fight againft hrm. But his fon advifed him to 
procure a difpenfation from that oath by manumitting a 
MoJIctn flave which he accordingly did, and by that abfiird 
evafion, which the Koran allows, he got rid of all his fcrup!i|^K 
As toTelba, whd' was equally guilty,' we know of none he * 
entertained till after he was mortally wounded. . 

Ayejha , on the fide of the rebels, was the heroine of the day, Ayfjbz 
and ffie diftinguifhed herfelf fo much upon her camel, that feared. 


The 


lay 


ho fewer than feventy men had their hands cut off in endea¬ 
vouring to lay hold ot his bridle. But fiotwithftanding'the ob-.- 
ftinacy of her reiiftance, her camel was atlafthamftrung and. 
the pavilion where fhe fat was brought to the ground* 
ttuck fo full of arrows and iavelins. that it refembleda por- 
Vql. VL * M fiupin^ 
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Death of cupine. In the mean while Telba was mortally wounded 
T'elha and by Merwan , and being carried off the field of battle he cal- 
Zobier, led to a follower of the caiiflF, and putting his hand into his, 

thereby renewed the oath of fidelity he had formerly taken 

_lred, confefling the part he had 
had in Othmaris death, and craving mercy for the fame. As 
to Zobier^ finding the day go againft his party, he fled out 



Me 


HanafF who 


fult of the adlion that he might join the conqueror, he had 
his head {truck oifby one blow of a fabre as he was at prayers. 
The aflafiin, whofe name was Atnrou, expecting a great re¬ 
ward carried the he head to Alt , who received him with ex¬ 


ecrations for what he had done. 


beg<$n 


Amrou up 
of the Me 


Ali 


fought for him and againft him, and being ftung with rage 
and difappointment he difpatched himfelf with his own 
fword. 


Ayejh 


repaired 


deration to her in perfon, but far from infulting her, he ordered his 


towards 
Ayejh, 


Hafan an Hoft 

return to Medina , where, however he ordered her to con¬ 
fine herfelf to her houfe and to meddle no more in public 
affairs. 

Thus ended the day of the camel by fome called the bat¬ 
tle of Koraiba from the place where it was fought. About 
feventeen thoufand of the rebels were faid to have been kil¬ 
led there, and only one thoufand of Mi's troops j but fome 

'e of the re¬ 


make 


bels to have been much greater. Upon 


revenging OthmarC s death was 
the pretext for the infurre&ion, yet that the rebels were 

who feems to have been blame- 


more 


able chiefly tor not endeavouring, more vigorouuy than ne 
did, to prevent it. Notwithstanding the fifence of authors, 
Ali mult have been guilty of that levity, which was charged 
upon him by Omar , or fome other failing that was great in 


Arabs 


relationfhip 


prophet, by far the greateft merit of any man in the eyes 
of all true Moflems, he was fo long kept out of the califat, 
and when he obtained it, held it fo precarioufly and dan- 


geroufly. 


For 

When he waited uoon her file 


waited upon her 

his order that the 


Ayejh a. 

with reproaches and notwithftanding 
ihould confine herfelf to her own houfe, he was obliged to 
agree to her performing a journey to Mecca , in which lhe 
feems to have raifed him up new dangers. 

Moawiyab For All’s victory at Koratbah , was far from fecuring to him 
continues the peaceable pofleflion of the califat. - He had a dange¬ 
rous rival in the perfon of Moawiyah r the chieftian of the 
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jioiife of Oinmeiah , one of the moft powerful in all Arabia and t0 , arm a_ 
governor of Syria.- This province was the moft antient gamft Alt, 
and the beft fecured of all the Arab conquefts. The inhabi¬ 
tants in general were by this time zealous Mahometans, and 
having lived under a mild government, they as well as their 
army, were united in favour of Moawiyab. But before he 
publifhed his pretenfions upon the califat he thought proper 
tofecure in his iritereft^ Amru the conqueror of Egypt , and at 
this time the governor of Palefthie.. Amru had great caufes of 
difconte|t ngainft Othinan , and he was not much in favour 
with Ali.■ He therefore^ upon a prOmife of being reftored to 
his government of Egypt .repaired to Moawiyab at Damafcus , 
imd as had been previoufly concerted between them, he fo- 
lemnly fwore allegiance to him in prefence of the people and 
the army, who unanimoufly followed his example. 

Alt was. ho ftanger to the danger^ which this defection State of* 
threatened to his perfon and government. He would wil- the parties 
lingly have entered into a negotiation with Moawiyab but in the field 
the latter reje&ed all his propofals not only with indifference 
but fcorn. Upon this AJi ordered his army to afiemble, 
and found they amounted to upwards of feventy thoufand 
men, but the flower of the whole were the troops of Irak and 
the Kajerites who to the number of about twelve thoufand 
had been principally concerned in the rebellion, which en¬ 
ded in Othmdn’s death'. Thefe being the chief dependence 
of Ali , iiodoubt did him infinite prejudice with many fober 
Modems, and it was very uneafy for himfelf to refledt that 
he was to owe his fafety to men who paid him their allegi¬ 
ance only to fecurc themfelves from the puniftiment threat¬ 
ened them by Moawiyab. Notwithftanding this difeourage- 
ment, his chara&er and the known proofs he had given of 
his moderation, brought moft of the veterans of that part of 
his dominions that ftiil remained in his allegiance, to his 
ftandard, and all the old companions, a name that every 
day was growing more and more venerable, declared in his fa¬ 
vour, fo that both his troops and generals were greatly, fu- 
perior to thofe of Moawiyab , whofe dependence was chiefly 

upon Amru\ tho’ his army was more numerous than that of 
the califf. 

An incident which is eafily accounted for, did Ali infi- Adven- 
hite fervice during his march. The fcarcity of water in the tureof Ali 
plains of Arabia^ is well known, as is likewife the avidity au( j a p re „ 
with which the inhabitants ate obliged to preferve and con- tended 
ceal it for fear of accidents. All s army happening to en- hermit, 
camp in a place where the troops could find no water, was 
driven to great diftrefs . In the neighbourhood of this camp 
rn a cell under ground lived a hermit who we are told Wfes 
a Chriftian, and poffibly he might go under that denomi¬ 
nation. To him Ali , naturally applied for information,' 
whether any refervoirs of water were to be found in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, for the ufe of his army. The hermit at firft told 
him of a few cifterns that did not contain above three or four 
tubs of water. This account did not fatisfy Ali. He pretend- 

M z ed 
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The bat- 

tie of Sef- 
fein. 
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ed tbit fomie of the old prophets having lived in fhatneigfri 
bourhoodj had. dug refervoirs or pitts for water> that muft 
Rill remain. The hermit, who upon the face of the narra¬ 
tive appears to have been fecretly inftnnSled by Alt, upon 
this owned,- that there was in the neighbourhood according 
to antient tradition, fuch a refervoir lhut up by a ftone, but 
that it could be opened only by ar prophet or one fent 
by a prophet. Alt was remarkable for being the ftrongeft 
man in all his dominions. Nothing, was more eafy than to 
find out by the hermit’s dire&ions, the ftone that fhut up 
the mouth of the refervoir,. and removing- it with eafe, the 
hermit fell down and worshipped him. The Moflem wri¬ 
ters inform us of fome other circumftances of this interview, 
which are fo ridiculous as not to deferve a place in hiftory. 
The whole appears plainly to have been an expedient hap* 
pily and critically hit upon, and improved by All for efta- 
blilhing his credit with his army* and nothing-could be more 
eafy than for him to carry it into execution. We are told 
the. hermit never left him afterwards.- 

The diftrefs of Mi's army being thus removed, he match¬ 
ed forward to Seffein, where he underftood Moawiyab’s ar¬ 
my was encamped. As the pofleflion of thegreateft empire 
then in the world, was tobeleftto thedecilion of.the fword, 
the cHfpute was obftinate, long and blobdy. Both parties 
were every day ftrengthening themfelves by frelh reinforce¬ 
ments, till at laft Alt’s army amounted to ninety thoufand, 
and Moawiyah ’s to one hundred and twenty thoufand fight¬ 
ing men. Moawiyah fenfible with whom he had to deal, had 
fortified a ftrong pafs that lay in Alt’s march. The califf 
detached Aflrtar, the fame who’ had fecured Cifa to his in- 
tereft,fand one of the beft officers of his army, todiflodgethe 
party that held this poft, and AJhtar executed his cbmmifiion 
with the utmoft courage and fuccefs. 

When the two armies came in fight of one another, each 
general had his rcafons for avoiding for fome time a decifive 
action. It is probable that Moawiyah had the advantage of 
the fituation j and it is plain, that the moderation of Ah 
fought all opportunities to gain over the oppofite party. 
His orders were that his troops fhould a£l upon the defen- 
live,* that th'eylhould not daughter aflying or defencelefs ene¬ 
my; and that they never fhould injure women nor carry off 
plunder. He even once more offered Moawiyah his friend- 
fhip if he would fwear allegiance to him as the true califf. 
We have already taken notice how lamely authors account 
for the rights of election to the califat, or where they lay. 
Meawiyah infilled upon it that he owed the califf no obei- 
dience, having never recognifed his authority, and that Oth- 
man ,who was of the houfeof Ommeyah, had nominated him- 
to the califat, and left him to revenge his death. This no¬ 
mination appears to have been very likely, and Moawiyah 
Ibid great ftrefs upon it, becaufc the right of a califf to ap¬ 
point 
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fucceffor had never been difputed, and had 


I 



fucceflo 


fkirmifhes 


0 f which were real battles, paffed between the two armies, 
but generally to the difadvantage of Moawiyah , who is faid 
to haye loft in them forty five thoufand men. In one of 


thefe conflicts 


loft his 


life. He was amongft the moft vpnerabl.e of pll the compa? 

prophet 


ties, and being ninety years of age at the time of his death, 


both Moazviy 



bewailed 


Ali 


guilty of the higheft degree of facrilegious. murd 
took advantage of an incident which filled his own troops 
with defire of revenge, and ftrpck th.ofe of his enemies with 
horror. 


fhould 


__ ___ Moawiyah to fingle combat __ 

jo fave the farther effufion of blood, and offer.ed that the fur- lenges 

(Teflion of all. As this challenge was Mocnuiyah 
w of both arrpies, Atnru thought that Mo- t 0 fingle 
awiyah could not with honour decline it. But the latter combat 
very wifely refufed it qn account of thevaft fuperiorjty ofbuthede- 
of Ali , who never had found an equal in ftrpngth and fpats dines the 
of arms. Amrus reply was, that his poujin's offer was a challenge, 

? and that he cpuld not refufe it without proclaiming " ' h 

jiimfelf a coward. Upon this, Moawiyah told him, perhaps 
with great truth, that he wanted him dead that he might 

himfelf be califF,'• ' ' ’ . ' / " " ; " 

Ali fin ding he could not bring his antagonift to a fingle 
combat, maintained the fuperiority he had from the good- 


fair one 


nefs of his troops. For 


Moawiyah 


and Afhtarw oul$ 

have made himfelfmafter of the enemies camp, had itnotbeei* 
for the admirable prefence of mind in Aniru , who advifed 
Moatviyah to make fome of his beft mounted horfemen fix 
a number of copies of the JCoran upon the tops of their lan¬ 
ces, and to proclaim aloud 5 4C Behold tile book that ought 
to decide all differences between us, this is God’s book 


• . W » M W j # - * 

that is to judge between us and you 


Moawiyah 


^conimodation 

thufiaftic, and" therefore the brayeft of All's troops at the 
fight of the Koran , thus critically and folemnly produced, 
flopped the purfuit juft as they we e entering the ejiemip 
camp, and demanded of Ali tp refer his caufe to the decl- 
fion of the Koran , and to call' Afbtar off from the purfuit. 


Ali 


that the battle continued all night with prodigious flaughter ved of the 
on both fides. AU had not authority enough to prevail fruits of 
with his troops not to fuffer a Vicfory' they'had fo dearly his yiftory 
purchafed, to flip out of their hands by fo filly a ftratagem. byafingu- 


v/hich amongft 


M 



ridiculous, gem. 
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ridiculous, amongft the Arabs was accounted facred and oft 
this occafion was fuccefsful. The troops of Irak 'on All's fide 
threw down their arms, and the Karejltes, or thofe who had 
murdered Othman threatened him with the fame fate if he 
did not inftantly order AJbtar to defift from the purfuit, 
Alt in yain told them that he knew Moawiyah and Amru too 
well to believe that they had the fmalleft regard for (he Ko¬ 
ran or religion ; by God continued he, ( for the Arabs deeni 
fwearing a point of their religion ) they hang up thofe &?- 
rans only to make dupes of us. But all his remonftrances 
Were in vain, and All feeing them ready to proceed to extre¬ 
mities, was obliged to. fend 1 m order for AJhiar to draw ojF 
his troops, which he obeyed with the greatest reluft- 
ance. 1 " 


Jie is for- as he well might, confidered himfelf as no longer the 

ced toac- Sovereign of troops who forced him to fb inglorious a relin 


.cept of an 
arbi trati- 


quifhment of a victory that muft have been deefive in his 
favour. But, in fa£, Moawiyah had found means fo cor- 


on be- i u P l f° me of his chief officers, particularly Ajhath who was 
tween him *he chieftain of prince of the 'Iranians. Uponfthe ceffation 
and Moa- ta king place, Ajhath had an interview with Moawiyah , who 


Vjiyah. 


demanded that- the difference between him and All fhould 

* • « n 

be referred to two perfohs, who vyere to decide according 
to the real meaning of the Koran, and the traditions of the 


prophet. AJlmth reporting this propofal to All, the latter 


received it with great coldnefs, intimating that he was jio 
longer maffer, or even at liberty to fpeak his fentiments, 
and that the army muft fettle the affairs.amongft themfelves; 
But matters had been previoufly fettled between Ajhath and 
Moawiyah , and Abu Mufa a man of fomc virtue, but of no pe¬ 
netration or abilities, had been pitched' upon to arbitrate 
for AH , as was Amru , the beft foldicr, ftatcfrnan and fcho- 
lar in the Eaftj for Moawiyah . Thefe being propofed to 
All for arbitrators, he objected to Abu Mvfa not only as a weak 
man, but as a traitor, who had before deferted him. But 
the affair was now in the hands of the two armies or’rather 
of their chiefs,-who infiftcd upon All's accepting of the re¬ 
ferees who had been named. All named Abbas for the refe¬ 
ree on his fide, but the managers of the negotiation obje£t : 
ed to Kim as not being an indifferent perfo'n, becaufe he 
was coufin german to All. AJhtar was next named, but he 
too was rejected, and Ail was obliged to acquiefce in the no¬ 
mination of Abu Mufa. “ : 

’ This great point being gainedby.M?tfw/)’tf&, the next of im¬ 
portance was to bind Alt and his party to the performance 
of what ever award fhould be given by the two referees. For 
this purpofe a treaty of peace or rather a truce was propofed 
till the 1 arbitrators fhould pronounce their award, and this 
being agreed to by All, his name was inferted in the inftru- 
ment, as being chief and emperor of the faithful; But when 
the fecretary, in reading, pronounced thofe titles Mowiyab 

“.. • 1 ■ - u . • • • objected 
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objected to them as taking for granted the very thing in dif- 
pute. This was far from being an unreafonable objection, 
and we have known the fame made in later times and amongft 
the politeft nations. I Ihould, faid Moavaiyah be the 
vrorftof men in oppofingyou as I have done, had I acknow¬ 
ledged you for the commander of the faithful”. Alt's friends 
were for his infilling upon liis preferving his titles, but he 
waved them, on pretence that, on an occalion we have al¬ 
ready mentioned, the prophet of God had done the fame for 
the fake of peace. The inftrument was then figned by both 
parties; but the arbitrators required them at the fame time 
to fign another, by which they were implicitely to fubmit to 
their award, which they accordingly did in the face of both 
armies, who thereby agreed to what.had been done and be¬ 
came guarantees of the performance, the arbitrators agree¬ 
ing to decide it by the next Ramadan . 

Alt was obliged to fubmit to what was thus prefcribed him 
/ and returned to Cufa , which he had of late made the feat of 
/ his government, as Moawiyah did to his at Damafctfs. Both 
of them, at this time, were conlidered as diveiled of all pub¬ 
lic power, the army of each being commanded by their ge¬ 
nerals, and the grand,functions of religion, in which the 
real power of the califat confilled/being committed to two 
Imans or high priefts, who were to aft, as fuch, during the 
fufpcnfion of the power of each of their principals. The 
place where the decifion was to be pronounced was Daumat y 
a town on the frontiers of Syria about five days journey 
from Damafcus and fifteen from Medina. 

When Ali returned to Cufa he found a general difcontent A new re- 
at what had been done prevail thro’ the Kqrejites , who had hellion a- 
becn the main inftruments of forcing him to the lhameful gainfthitn 
compliances he had made. It is not at all impofiible but 
that they themfelves had been outwitted by the leaders 
they trailed, and that when they forced Ali into the fufpen- 
fion of arms at the battle of Seffein, they imagined the mat¬ 


ter was to have been folemnly and publickly debated accord¬ 
ing to the rules of the Koran , and that confequently every 
foldier of the army was to be an arbitrator. Be that as it 
will, it is certain that they reproached Ali and with great 
reafon, for fubmitting the decifion of his rights to man when 
they could be judged by God only ; and they infilled upon 
that being their meaning when they obliged him to agree to 
tfie reflation of arms, and that the only method left him, if 
he expefted they Ihould continue to ferve him? was to re-r 
new the war and put all his enemies without mercy to the 
fword. 

Ali heard thofc remonllrances with indignation, and iq 
his turn reproached the rehels with havingTorced him into 
what he had done, but he declared that lhameful and injurif 
ous as it was, he would not violate the faith he had given, 
but abide by the decifioh he had been obliged to-fubmit to. 
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Practices 


This anfwer irritated the rebels fo much, that they caballed 
amongft themfelves, and chofe for their leader a defperate 
enthufiaft one Abdallah Ebn Waheb. Their numbers were 
foon encreafed from all quarters by others who were either 
difaffe&ed to his government or fought to profit by inteftine 
commotions, and their general rendezvous was at Naharwan 
a town four miles eaft of t^e Tygrls between Bagdad and IVa- 
Jet, where, in a {hor£ time, they aftembled po the number of 
twenty five fhpiifand. 

In the mean while the artful Amru, under the pretext of 

cd*Amru ^ ett ^ n g *h e terms of their arbitration according' to the prin- 
A u ' cjplcs of the-Koran, had frequent meetings with Abu Mufa 

the other refefee; but in reality to circumvent him. After 
laying before him the fth’fe of the Jflojlcm empire, he took no¬ 
tice of tj)e pbjedHpp? that lay againft both claimants, and ob- 
ferved that the public tranquillity never could be reftored 
unlefs both of them were depofed.and the Modems were left 
at liberty to proceed to a new ele&ion. This do&rine he en¬ 
forced with fo many plaufible reafons, and with fuch fii- 
periority ©f genius over that pf Afu Mufa, that he brought 
him entirely into his feptiment, and both of them proceeded 
to the place ofdecifion with great pomp, attended by a body 
of troops. When they came to Daiumat they found the armies 
of thp two competitors drawn out in expe&ation of the event. 
A tribunal was ere&ed betweep, and within tile hearing 
of both, from which, fentepep'was to |?e pronounced feparal?* 
ly by the tvvp arbitrators. ‘ . 

Abu Mufa at 'firft defirefl Amrutq accept of the preceden¬ 
cy in'pronouncing the fentence, but as this mull have des¬ 
troyed all the fehemes of the latter, Abu Mufa was by him 
with many fppeious reafons perl'uaded to mount the tribu¬ 
nal fir#,' This dope, addreffing himfelf to the audience on 
both fides, yvitl) a loud voice he laid, cc I degrade Alt and 
Alt depo- Moazviyah from the,government of the faithful in the fame 
fed by his manner as I pull this ring from my finger” which having 
ejaft done he immediately defeended from the tribunal 

Amru then mounted# alid in like manner addrefiinghim- 

“ you have heard ‘how Abu 
om the government, and I 

concur with the famc, but decree the caHfot to Moawiyab , 
and inveft him with the fovereigpty'In the fame manner as 
I put this ring upon my finger. In fo doing J am guided 


fielf to the fpe&^tors he faid, i{ 
Mufcts award has depofed All ft 


by the rules of juft ice, Moaiviyabh&vmg been, by Othman , 
declared his fuccelTor, and become the avenger of his blood 
befides, being more than any other Moflein worthy of the ca- 
ttfa t:’< ■ \ 

but unjuft- Notwithftanding thefimplicity pf Abu Mufa^ fie refentedt 
; this circumvention very highly, and declared before all the 
; * affembly the manner in which y/-w«had deceived him as 

well as the terms they had agreed on. In fa&, the deceit 
was too grofs to impofe upon^// or his party, and they de- 

• . * Y : 1 'dared 
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cJared the whole proceeding void, nay the more fenfible 
ainongft them were more attached to him than ever. As to 
JbuMtifa , he had inevitably ruined himfelf with both par¬ 
ties, arid therefore fled to Mecca , where he was fecured by 
the privilege of the place. According to fome writers the 
two referees had agreed to advance Abdallah the fon of 
the califf Omar to the caiifat, but this feems to have been 
pretended by Amru only to blind -Abu Mufa , for the terms 
of the inftrument of the arbitration gave them no fuch 
power. 

Upon the whole, however, this is one of the raoft extraor¬ 
dinary decifions we meet with in any hiftory, and the cir- 
cumftances attending it are well attefted. -Moaiviyah gained 
this advantage, that his antagonift was depofed by both arbi¬ 
trators and he only by one, his Sovereignty being confirmed 
by the other. As to the merits of the two candidates there 
was no cpmparifon. Abbas declared ip public to Amru him¬ 
felf, that <c All had no blemifti that could degrade him, and 
Moaiviyah no virtue thatcould advance him ”, and this in fa6t 

feems to have been the general- fenfe of the Mojlems at this 

• « • • | 

time. 

It is therefore natural to enquire why fo many of them Cafe of 
were prepoffeffed iii favour of Moaiviyah. Enough remain's Moan-vi- 
upon the face of hiftory to account for this. Tho’ M'o'aivi- jab’s pre- 
yah wore the mafque of Moflemifm, but in his heart defpifed tensions, 
it, and confidered the prophet, as. indeed he was, no better 
than a tyrant and ufurper over the civil rights of his coun¬ 
try, which by birth as well as intereft he had a better right 
to preceed over than any other Meccan , or at leaft he had, as 
a good patriot, a title to fhake off from'her the fetters, which 
the prophet and his fucceffors had ingroffed. This undoubt¬ 
edly was the foundation of Maawiyal? s opposition to Mi, nor 
indeed could it reft upon any other, corifidering the latter’s 
yaft merits, his election and confanguinity to the prophet. 

Ali feems to have been fenfible of this when he mehtioribd 
Moazuiyab’s difbeljef of the Koran , nor, indeed, from all 
that we can colleci from Moaiviyah'' s conduct, exprefliofcs 
and fentiments, does it appear that he had the fmalleft regard 
for the prophet or his religion. We may therefore venture R 
to pronounce that the difpute between Ali and Moaiviyah to 4 ^ ettlon 
jiave been founded upon civil principles alone, and thatilfff- 
miyalfs party was compofed of thbfe Mojlems who did not 
fonceivc'that the religion of Mahomet gave his fucceffors any 
title to the civil rights and properties of the Arabs. 

Ali havjng returned to Citfa, found all his faithful fubje£ts Sixty 
filled with the utmoft indignation at the injury that had been thoufand 
done him, and fixty thoufand of them immediately took a men join 
frefh oath of fealty to him, by which they bound themfelves AIL 
to ftand by his perfon and government to their laft breath. 

On the other hand, Moaiviyah. was congratulated by Amru zX. 
pamaf us, as being paw the foie califfj and the utmoftran- 

’ COUJf 
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cour prevailed on both tides, each curling amd excommuni 
eating the other. 

Had not Moawiyah been a moft confummate politician 

\ • \ .1 • r i r 1.1 r - Hl, 1 


• 'tes rebel. be might upon this occafionhave found the means of greatly 
A ' diftreffing Alt, by fupporting the rebellion of the Karejitel 

who continued their rendezvous at Naharwan. But Moa¬ 
wiyah confidered them as’traitors and enthuafifts who, fhould 
they prevail, would be as troublefome to him as they were 
to Alt. It is certain, however, that their party was greatly 
ftrengthened by the defertion of many from Alts government 
and they proceeded even to put to death feveral Moflems 
who differed from them. But we are here to obferve that 
their principles, if they have been rightly reprefented, were 
more deftru&ive of Mahometanifm than of common fenfe 
. or found reafon. For their capital herefy confided in their 
1 *) eir . . thinking that virtue, learning and a moral condudl, quali- 
punciples fi e( j an y manj even a flave, to bean Iman or prieft, and that 

an impious Iman might be put to death j and that even a 
true believer, (that is a Modem) if he was a wicked perfon 
would be damned in the next world. 

0 

Alt refolving to root out fo wicked a fe£I, who were now 


twenty-five thoufand men 
them at the head of an ar 


in 


army 


arms, advanced againft 
At firft he offered them 


terms which they rejected ; and then he told his friends that 


he had thought of an expedient^that would make thofe 
hypocrites fly from their profeffions, as quick as an arrow 
does from a bow. This he effe&ed by ere&ing a ftandard 
between both armies, and proclaiming by found of trumpet 
in the hearing of the rebels, that whoever fhould repair to 
that ftandard fhould be received in his protection, and who* 

Thev are cver depart to Cufa fhould be fafe. Of all the twen- 

* ty-five thoufand rebels, it foon appeared that only four thou- 

e ' fand aCted uDon principle, for the reft took hold of Alh 


fand aCted upon principle, for the reft ti 
terms. Their leader Abdallah, however. 


terms. 1 heir leader Abdallah, however, at the head o! 
tt ,* o thofe four thoufand that ftill remained under his command 
e ^' ^ * attacked the califFs army, which was numerous and well 


A. D. 

658. 


difeiplined, with fuch intrepidity, that every man of them 
with their leader, was cut in pieces, tho fome authors fay, 
that nine efcaped. 

Had Ali improved the advantage which fo compleaf a vie- 

« • 4 i • tit* t • • a 


^//betray- «ad Alt improved the advantage which to compjear a vic¬ 
ed by his tory gave him, by immediately leading his army againft 
great men. Moatviyah, he might have diftreffed if not reduced his rival. 
6 But it feems plain that many who were inviolably attached 

to Ali’s perfon favoured the caufe of Moawiyah. For when 
Ali propofed to march immediately, while his army was in 
high fpirits, into Syria, his great men oppofed him, and coun* 
felled him to fuffer his troops to go for fome days, into quar¬ 
ters of refrefhment before they entered upon fo arduous an 
expedition. Tho* Ali could not confent to this, yet he en¬ 
camped in the neighbourhood of Cufa , now the feat of his 

empire, and by proclamation gave his foldiere leave of ab- 

fence 


1 
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fence, for one day only, before he began his march. This 
diflipated his troops fo much, that, finding himfelf unable 
again to form the face of a.n army ? he gave over all.thoughts 
of the expedition, and retired toCufa. 

That Alt was a'compleat fiero, a great prince, and, con- Moanai- 
fidering he was a Mojlem, an excellent philofoper, can- yah’s po r 
not be fairly dou.bted. But in point of not only treachery, Iicy. 
but .of policy, Moawiyah far exceeded him; though, per¬ 
haps, great part of his fuccefs was owing to Amru . For 
when Kais had, in AH's name, taken poffeflion of the go¬ 
vernment of Egypt i he found the friends of Amru, and con¬ 
sequently of Moawiyah, fo numerous 'in that province, 
that he was obliged to a£t with great moderation, which gave 
a handle for Moawiyah to publifh every where that Kais 
Was fecretly in his intereft; and he even went fo far as 
to forge letteis from Kais to himfelf, to that effedt, and 
produced them. The news of this rendered Kais fufpe&ed 
to AH, and he gave the government of Egypt to Mahomet , 
the fop of Abubeker, the fame who had murdered Othman. 

He could not have made a more unfortunate choice, both 
becaufe it firengthened the fufpiciori of his being acceffary 
to Othman’ s death, and becaufe Mahomet was fo exefperated 
againft the friends of Othman, that, upon his arrival in his 
government, he proceeded againft them with fuch feverity, 

(hat the whole province was thrown into confufion, and 
filled with ’deputations. This obliged Ali to nominate 
Make to the government of Egypt j but Malec , before he 
arrived in Egypt, was, by means of Moawiyah , poifprted, 

With fome honey, given him by a landlord where he lodged; ^Wkpoi- 
the news of which made Moawiyah break out into this ex- foned. 

clamation,' “ Verily the almighty has hofts of honey!” > 

But he loft no time in making the heft advantage of Ma¬ 
ke ’s death, and Mahomet's unpopularity in Egypt, where 
he ftill remained. For Amru immediately fet out at the 
head of fix hundred horfe, and, by forced marches, he 
joined, in a very few days, a body of troops that had taken 
the field in the neighbourhood of Alexandria , under Sharig, 
the chief of Othman s party in Egypt . He was likewife 
joined by the baun Hareth, whom Mahomet had expelled, 
for their relationihip to his propofed fucceffor, Malec . In 
ftioxt, Amrutoon madehimfelf matter of Alexandria, and routed 
the army under Mahomet, who was himfelf taken prifoner, Mahomet 
and being put to death, his body was inclofed within the Abubeker's. 
[kin of an afs, and reduced to allies. His death was moft fon de- 
bitterlv bewailed by his fifter Ayejhd, who, on that occa- feated 

won, folemnly qurfed both Moaxviyah and Amru , who nowand flain 
fucceeded to the government of Egypt . 

, ^, e . r this great event, the affairs of Ali declined, though Hej. 3Q . 
he ltill continued to be well ferved by fome of his officers A.D.6rd» 
and troops. For Dakak, one of Moawiyah’s generals, hav- * * 
jug penetrated into back where he committed great cruel- 
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ties and devaluations upon the Arabs, at the head of three 
.thousand men, was defeated b 


by Hajar, one of All’s gene. 
, Moawiyah, taking advantage 


prifcd that important city, but the place was retaken by 
n ' 1 Abdallah's deputy, and Mqawiyab's general was kil- 

f w • 1 * * • ** ‘ « ‘ « 



Moa<vji~ rals. About the fame time 

yak's ge of the abfence of Abdallah , All’s governor of Bafra, who 
nerals fur- was then affifting the califF, with his advice, at Cufa, fur. 

• t . 0 * * * * ^ - 7 

jmfe Me¬ 
dina, and _ 

Mecca. led in battle. Ziyad, after this, was appointed to be dfte 

governor of P.erjta , where he behaved with fuel) prudence 
and moderation, that the Perjians themfelves declared, they 
had not been lo well governed iince the days of their king 
Anufcerwan , the juft, in who ft reign Mahomet , the im- 
poftor, was born. But the intereft of All , this year, re¬ 
ceived a fatal blow from Moawiyah, whofe general, Bajha\\ 
furprifed Mecca and Medina, and threw down the walls of 
the latter, after obliging the inhabitants of both to takeau 
oath of allegiance to Moawiyah. 

Two fuch important conquefts, without bloodlhed, con¬ 
firm what we have before obferved, with regard" to Moth 
govern- wiyah's oppofition to All, for it is admitted by hiftorjans, 
?nent, ^hatjie had ftcret friends, with whom bs correfppnded, iji 

both places. Jill leems to have been fop rerpifs upon this 
occafion, for his governors of both places being unprovided 
with the means of making a defence, fled to him at Cufa, 
Thofe conquefts opened a paflage for Bajar , into the pro¬ 
vince of Taman ; where Abdallah, the Anfar , governed for 
daughter- All j but, being unprovided with troops, fled to Cufa. 
$d* Twoypungfons of his however, fell into Bajar' s hands, 

' and by hirp were Cfuelly murdered.' Bajar then penetrated 

farther into the province, which he filled with blood and 
devaftation, and put to death at Al Taycf \ Tamama and # 
Medina , no fewer than thirty thoufand Arabs. 


Jteroifnefs 

of Alt s 


Thirty 

thoufand 

Arabs 


The veneration of the Mofiem writers for the memory of 
Alt , has undoubtedly induced them to throw a veil over 
many particulars' of his government, which mull have 
been, in feveral refpedts, very exceptionable. We know of 
jittle oj- n'p oppofition he' made to this rapid progrefs of 
Moawiyah's arms, till it was too late; and then he ordered 
jariyah to march againft Bajar, with three thoufand horl’e; 
Ali's uncle but he could not overtake hjm. Ill fhort, the herefy, as it 
abandons is called, of the Kajerites, and the horrible daughter made 


bim. 


of the braveft amongft them, at the battle of Ifabarwan , 


feem to have affe&ed £he minds of the Arabs to the preju- 
Confpira- dice of All's government. We find, that even his uncle, 
cy formed Oka.il, about this time fubmitted to Moawiyah , who grati- 

' ’ # p 11* • t r 1 1 t * ~ ^ ^ 


againft 
Alii Mo a- 


fied him with confulerable employments. 

The Mojlem empire became now a feene of plunder, 
devaftation, and murder. Moawiyah, however, found, that 


•wiyah, 

and Amru. the veneration of the public for Alt's perfon, was fuch, that 
* he durft not attack it, and Mi, notwithftanding all his 

• late Jofles, was ftjll as powerful in the empire as Moawiyah- 
Jn Ihort, -the unhappy Arabs perceived their country was 

* • become 
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Become the theatre of a bloody war, which promifed to be 
of long continuance; The Kajerites had a hearty averlion 
for both parties, and three of their moft determined enthu- 
fiafts meeting together at Mecca , heated one another fo by 
their difcourles, that they came to a refolution to difpatch 
All, Moawlyah , and Ariiru , as being the only means of ref- 
toring peace to their country. Each pitched upon the man 
he was to aflaflinate. Their names were Abdaraman\ Ba~' 


m 


rack, Atnru, and Eben Beker. 


Moawlyah 


Eben Beker , Amru y and Abdaraman , All. They then re- 
folved that each fhou'd kHl his man oh the fame day, which 
yas fixed to be Friday the feventeenth of the Ramadan , a 
day fet a apart for the mpft folemn exercifes of religion a- 
agft the Mojlems . They then poifoned their 1 words, 5 


and each 


Datriafc 


Beker to Egypt ; and Abdaraman to Cufa. 

Barack attacked Moawlyah , and wounded him in - the MoavAyab 
reins, but the wound was, by the phyfician, pronounced' wounded* 
to be curable, if Moawlyah would fuffer himfelf to be 
cauterifed, or drink a potion which v^ould deprive him of 
his generative faculties. Moawlyah , having already chil¬ 
dren, fubmitted to the latter, which, we are told, had the 
effeft predicted by the phyfician. Though this ftory has 
fomewhat of a rotnantic air, yet we dare not abfolutely 
reject it/ The Arabs are well known to have been, long 
before this’ time*- eminent in the arts of medicine, and fome 
of the greateft difeoveries in it are tiniverfally allowed to 1 
have been made by them. As to the fitnefs of the alterna¬ 
tive, it belongs to a medical dffc-uflion. The affaflin was' 


feized 


and feet cutoff, he was 

of 
his 


Moawiyah’ s friends, without orders, he put* an end to 

}ife,!eaff he fhoiild enjoy that pleafure,of which he had been 
the means of depriving another. 

Amru, _upon the day of affaffination, happened to be.^ w *« 
feized with a'fit of the cholic, and was forced to appoint efcapes. 
Karaja , the captain of the guards, to perform the reli¬ 
gious fervice, im his fteatk The deputy received from the - ' 
hand of the affaflin the death that was defigned for the prin¬ 
cipal. Ebu Beker being feized, and carried before Amru, 
alkedy who he was? and being told, “ the governor,’* 

“ Who then, foid he, with marks of furprife, have I kil¬ 
led r Upon this Amrn called out, ‘ fc You meant Ainru , but 
God meant Karaja and immediately ordered him for ex- 
cution. Some put the la it faying in the mouth of the affaflin. 
t Abdaraman teems to have been a - murderer of a more fe- 
Gate and cool temper, than either of his two companions 
p'ofTefled. Cufa was the native countiy, as we may call it, 
of the Kajerites , and the affaflin took up his lodging with a 
female enthuliaft, of that fe£t, who highly refented the 
deaths of .fome of her relations, who had fallen in the bat-' 

Sk of A aharivan. Her fendments were fo' agreeable to 

thofo 
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thofe ot Abdaraman, that he promifed to marry, her; but 
file told him, with all the fiercenefe of an Arabian enthu- 
fiaft, “ that {he was refolved to marry no man who could 
not give her a dower, confifting of three thousand dirhems 
a Have, a maid, and the head of Alt. The bargain was 
foon ftruck, and the female, to carry it more fecurely into 
execution, affociated with Abdaraman , two other eiithu- 
fiafts in the lame caufe, Wordan and Sbabib. ' 

Alt mur- Alt, every thing confidered, mull at this time havd beeii 
dered. very uneafy, and apprehenfive of death, from the hands of 

fome of thofe enthufiafts. He fancied his end was ap¬ 
proaching, and was heard to fay, to particular friends,' ex¬ 
horting him to patience, at feeing the inquietudes he fuf- 
fered, “ Alas! my heart; patience is needlefs, and death' 
is certain.’* When, on the day of his affalfination,* he was 
preparing to go to the mofq ue, one of his Haves threw a cudgel 
amongft fome poultry that were making a noife in his yard; 
he conftrued their cries as lamentations for his approaching 
death. Thofe incidents, which become omens, when any 
thing fatal happens immediately after, would otherwife bef 
unobferved. He proceeded to the mofque, Where the three 1 
aflaffins, in expectation of his coming, were already plant¬ 
ed. Upon his entering the door, they pretended to quar¬ 
rel amongft themfelves, and drew their fwords. WerAa >/,• 
all of a fudden, aimed a blow at the califf, which fell upon 
the gate; but Abdaraman ftruck him juft on the part of the 
head where he had formerly received a wound, and the 
ftroke proved mortal to Alt. As foon as the aiTafiin gave 
the ftroke, he called out, By the lord of the Caaba I 
have killed him,” and endeavoured to make his efcape, as 
did both his companions. Werdan was purfued and killed 
on the fpot, but Sbabib efcaped; and Abdaraman was taken, 
lurking in a corner, with the murderous weapon in his 
hand. 

His or- in death, loft none of that magnanimity for which 

ders, on he was fo confpicuous in life. He ordered hi« fon Hafan to 
his death- confine the aflaffin, and to fupply him with the means of 
bed. living; but to put him to death, by one ftroke, fhould he 

die; “ and that,” continued he, (i immediately, that ! 
may the fooner have an opportunity of impeaching him 
before the throne of God.” The fword that gave him the 
wound being poifoned, his phyficians pronounced him to 
be pall hopes of recovery, and he expired. As to his mur¬ 
derer, according to the beft-informed authors, AW s friends 
were not very fcrupulous in obferving his commands, iri 
putting the aflaffin to death ; for, though, perhaps he re¬ 
ceived his death by one blow, his hands and feet were cut 
off, and his eyes burnt out; and his body was reduced to 1 
alhes. By the beft accounts, Alt , at the time of his death, 
was fixty-three years of age, and he was buried in, or 
near, Cufa. His perfon, though below that of the middle 
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ftze, isfaid to have born fb great a refemblance to that of Account, 

the prophet, 

Gabriel, at one time, 

ran fcarcely think this miltake could have happened 

life-time, as he was about twenty-five years his go- 
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that the modem traditions tell us, the angel >and cha- 

miftook the one for the other ; but we rafter, of 

in the Alt , and 


Sutf than his nephew 


Alt's face was florid, and a fmile, vernment. 


■u/hirh was generally upon it, aenocea tne lweeuieis yi ms 
temper, and the fertility of his mind. . His head was bald, 
his beard bufhy, and nis belly prominent; but, upon the. 
whole, he is laid to have been a moft agreeable figure. 

Alt had nine wives, and as the knowledge of the names 
of his defendants is material to the fubfequent part of the- 
hiftory of the Arabs , it is proper to give fome account of 

them here. , _ „ ^ . , 

His firft wife was Fatima, the daughter of Mahomet ; and 

by her he had his fon Hafan , and another, who died young. N 

By his fecond wife, Oruma , he had four Tons, who were 

all of them killed at the battle of Kerbella. By Afima , his 

third wife, he had two fons, Johya and Aour. j&mar was 

the fon of his fourth wife, Omm-Habiba. His fixth wife 

was Cnulalu and (he was the mother of Mohammed. As to 

wives, we know not their names, but he left 

.. more fons, the names of two were, Mahomet 

tie younger , and Amru ; the name of the third has not come 

to our hands. The daughters are faid to have been eigh¬ 


th ree 




teen. 


Ali 


moft 


of all 


hiftory, and it is therefore neceflarv 

. / i n i .1 r r\ y • 


explicite as to his character, and the fe&s which his name 
and authority gave rife to, and the rather, as they fubfift 


to this day. 


hiftory 


many (ketches that may give him an idea of All’s charac- w hy he 
ter, as a fovereign ; but his fondnefs, as a father, feems to wasunfor- 
have been the rock upon which the veffel of his government tunate. 
jplit. Many Arabs , at the time of his death, were alive, 
who. remembered the manner in. which Mahomet made 
himfelf fovereign of the Arabs. Ali imagined that this ho¬ 
nour Ihould have defeended to himfelf and his family, 
efpecially as his fons were the grandfons and darlings of 
the prophet, but the Arabs in general were of another opi¬ 
nion, which appears to have been the only reafon why he 
was thrice fet afide from the fucceflion. Abubeker and 
Omar thought as the bulk of their countrymen did j and 
were too wife to nominate their fons to a fucceflion that 
muft have proved fatal to them 3 and it was the jealoufy 
which the leading Arabs had, that Ali wanted to confine 
that fucceflion to his family, that occafioned all his trou¬ 
bles, and the herefv and rebellion of the Kajerites , occa¬ 
fioned by the indelible charadter of holinefs which he want¬ 
ed to affix to the office of Iman, and which, he pretend¬ 
ed, 
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ed, defcended upon his family. The 
danger of this do&rine, and oppofed i 
fedlion in Arabia that gave Moawiyah fuch fignal fuccefles' 
there; and afterwards proved the ruin of the family of 
Alt. Moawiyah's mild government in Syria had long en¬ 
deared that province to him. The Syrians , having beetf 
long difufed to be governed by princes of their own, were 
indiffereiift as to the perfons of their governors, and fubmit- 
ted the moft willingly to thofe who ruled them the molt 
gently. The Arabs , before the time of Mahomet the impof- 

t'or, formed amongft thcmfejires a kind of a commonwealth, 
Corftpbfed of a great number of fepts, or tribes, each ruled 
bya head, with a kind of patriarchal fway. We may, there¬ 
fore, upon, the whole, look upon them as having been a 
free people ; which undoubtedly was the reafon why they 
oppofed being fubjeft to the hereditary dominion of a Mec¬ 
can family. If fhey fubrnitted to Mahomet himlelf, it was 
by force, and his two fucceffofs had not pretended to he¬ 
reditary fight. But the Perjiansj ^ho had ^always been 
Haves to -a race i of kings, 1- adhered to the h’oufe of M , 
whofe followers were called the Sigites, and to this day they 
bear a mortal antipathy to the Pitrks , and thofe who recog- 
nife the firft three fucceflors of the prophet. 

But a confideration of great importance pfefents itfelf 
upon this occafion; which is, that the do&rine and religion' 
of Mahomet mull, foon after All's death, have been entirely 
extfnguifhed, had it not been for thofe religious difputes. 
Ambition found its intereft in keeping fh< 5 m alive, nor 
would it have been po/liSle fbr Moawiyah and- Alrirtt , who, 
in fawere Deifts, if not Atheifts, if any fuch there are, : 
to have fucceeded by any other means. But, to return now 
to the character of Alt : 

Hehadvaft advantages by the long experience he had of 
the people over whom he reigned. His magnanimity, his 
courage, and conduct in war, were as much above all com¬ 
petition, as was the fan&ity of his life and charadler. But 
that which gives the character of All a fuperiority to that of 
even the prophet himfelf, is, that, in him, enthufiafm was 
foftened into philofpphy, nor had. he the lead: of an Arab 
about him, blit the lively imagination, and thefublime ex- 
prefiion, peculiar to that people. Mr. Ockly , at the end of 
his hiftory of the SardCens , has printed a colle&lori of what 
he calls his fentencesv They are, for the moft/ part, di¬ 
vine and moral maxims, and under all the difadvantages of 
tranflation, are excelled by few human produdlions of that 
kind. The antiquity of Greece and Rome can produce no¬ 
thing equal to them for variety, quicknefs, juftnefs, and 
elevation of fentiment. Though it is unjuft to particu¬ 
larize any, where all are equally excellent, yet, to gratify 
the curioiity of our readers, the following may give them a 

fpecitiien of the Ethic kind amongft them. “ The tongue 

of 


Kajerites knew 1 the 
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The tongue of a wife man lieth behind hisheart; the heart of 
a fool lieth behind his tongue.—The complaifance ofafool is 
like a garden on a dunghill.—The man who is given to 
jefting, will never fail either.of hatred or contempt.—De- 
tpair is a free man ; Hope is a (lave.—The opinion of a 
wife man is divination.—The freedom Of a man confifts in 
(peaking the truth.—A learned converfation is the garden of 
paradife— The light of thy heart is in prayer* in the dark- 

jiefs of the night.—Knowledge is the ornament of the 
rich, and the riches of the poor—Clemency in power is a 
defence againft the vengeance of God.—Truth is the con¬ 
formity of fipeech, to the end for which God ordained it.— 
Reftrainingyi# from appetite is the greateft Holy-war.” 

Many of All’ s other maxims breathe a fpirit of true and Clofedf 
Unaffected piety, without the fmalleft tincture of enthufiafm, Alt’s cha«» 
and arefucli as might grace the pureft Chriftian page. Thofe rafter, 
fentiments were not only thetranfeript of All’s mind, but of 
his pradtice. By nature gentle, affable and humane, he 
lived long enough to fee, and bewail, the effedts of enthu¬ 
fiafm, which his own fafety dbliged him to punifh with ex¬ 
emplary feVerity. In fhort* it can fcarcely be conceived, 
that a perfon of All’s excellent good ferife, and philofophic 
turn, could carry his prejudices and enthufiafm with him 
to the grave. We find, in his pradtice and fentiments, no¬ 
thing that refembled thofe of his father-in-law, the im- 
poftor; and we have feen, in our own times, many, who, 
in their more'advanced years, by the force erf reafon, fur- 
mounted the religious delufions of their youth. The Shi¬ 
ites have done juftice to this father of their fedfc. They 
have given him the title of “ the Lyon of God.” ee The* 
foundation of light and graces,” and, the king of men.” 

They difown the authority of the Sonna, or colledtion of 
traditions, concerning the prophet, which their antago- 
niffs hold in equal veneration with the Koran itfelf, and 
which is Huffed with grofs abiurdities. ' They admit, in 
their faith, many points of Pythagorifin, 1 particularly the 
tranfmigration of fouls, and apply to All feveral of the 
epithets that the infpired writers of the New Teftament 
have given to Jefus Chrift, for whom Alt himfelf is faid td 
have had a particular veneration. Before we quit this part 
of our work, we cannot but give’ the reader one either fpe- 
cimen of the quicknefs of his wit, out of many that 
may be produced. One of his general officers, one day,, 
had the affurance to afk him the reafon, why the reigns of. 

Abubeker and Omar were fo tranquil at homey and thofe of 
Othman and himfelf fo unquiet and boifterous ? <c Be-; 
caufe,” replied All , cc Abubeker and Omar had Othman and 
myfelf for their fervants ; but Othman and I found non£ 
but you, and fuch as you, to ferve us,” All reigned about 

two months fbort of five years. 
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E are told, that All, on his death-bed, refufed to 
name a fuccellbr, in imitation of the prophet, but 
he recommended it to his friends to chufe one, under 


Hafan fac- whom they might all unite, and their choice, accordingly, 


seeds. 


fell upon his eldeft fon, Hafan ; who inherited more of his 
father’s piety and virtue, than he did of his abilities or cou¬ 
rage. In the funeral oration he pronounced before the 
people of Cufa , he had the following remarkable expref- 
fions, “ You have,” faid he, “ murdered a man, on the 
night in which the Koran came from heaven, and Jefus, 
upon whom be peace, afcended to it, and in which JoJhua\ 
the fon of Nun r was killed. By God he was excelled, by 
none who reigned before him, and will be equalled by none 
who (hall fucceed him.” The aflembly then proceeded to 
the ceremony of his inauguration, at which he ftretched 
out his arm, in token that he would be faithfnl to the Ko¬ 
ran, and the apoftolical traditions (by which it would ap¬ 
pear, that the Shiites had not yet difowned the authority of 
the Sonna) and make war againft all their oppofers. His 
great men then approached to pay him their fealty, and he 
inlifted upon their obedience to him, upon their bein 
peace with his friends, and at war with his enemies, 
this laft expreffion was greatly difliked by the Irakian troops, 
who were prefent, as it feemed to intimate the prolonga¬ 
tion of the Syrian war, which had fo much harrafled 
them. 

Hafan foon obferved this fpirit of difcontent, and dread¬ 
ed it. At the time of Alt's death, there was a fhort cefi'a- 



at 

ut 


The 

troops dif- 

pofed to tion of arms between him and Moawiyahy and Hafan was 
nutiny. greatly bent upon renewing it. But his friends, who were 

very zealous for his aggrandizement, perhaps, with a 
view to their own, reprefent d, that he was at the head of 
fi-xty t-houfand better troops than Moawiyah could raife, 
who had fworn to ftand by his father, to the laft, and who 
never would abandon him. Hafan was over-perfuaded to 
order his troops to march againft Moawiyah , but by the 
time he had reached Madayan , both califFs found reafon to 
be ftruck with the fame fentiments. 

Moawi- Moawiyah knew the failings of Hafan , but he knew, at 
yah's pro- the fame time, that he had under him a fine army, com> 
pofal. manded by excellent generals. Having, however, great 

dependence upon the pacific difpofition of Hafan , he lent 
him his name fublcribed to a Carte Blanche, intimating* 


Hafan might have any terms, but empire. 


On 
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' On the other hand, before this propofal could reach Ha - Hafa 
fan, he faw that the mutinous difpontion of his troops, the fulted by 
Irakians efpecially, on whom he had his greateft depen- his troops, 
dence, encreafed fo faft, that he privately fent to Moawiyah 
a paper, containing the terms upon which he was willing 
to furrender to him the government. This difpofition 
went fo far, that when Hafan reached Madayan , he was 
difmounted from his feat, and wounded, which obliged him 
to take refuge in the caftle of Madayan: Here the gover¬ 
nor’s nephew was very earneft with his uncle. 


Moa 


him 

but the governor, after bidding 


God be upon him for his advice, faid, tc What 


of 


God.” 

In the mean while, Moaiviyab had likewife put his troops Skirmifh 
in motion ; and giving Bajhar the command pf the firft di- between 
vifion of his army, he ordered him to take poflefiion of the armie 
Majken. But before that could be done, an encounter hap¬ 
pened between him and Kais, who commanded an advan¬ 
ced party of twelve thoufand men, under Hafan ; but nei¬ 
ther fide boafted of the victory. 

By this time Hajfein , brother to Hafan , had difcovei ed the 
califr’s refolution to refign the government, and did all he 


could to diffuade 


it into execution, as 


being in itfelf a mean-fpirited a&ion, and refle&ing the 
highefl: difhonour upon the memory of their father. Hafan 
was fixed in his refolution, and every day’s experience of 
the fpirit of his troops, feemed to confirm it. But, having 
by this time received the Carte Blanche of Moawiyah , he 
doubled above the name of the latter, the conditions he had 
already fent him. Moawiyah {tickled at this, and produced 
to Hafan 's agent, or himfelf, the terms he had fpontane- 
oufly propofed and fubferibed. The point, it is true, Was 
a little doubtful, but Moaiviyab was refolved, at any rate, to 
buyout his rival, and, at laft, the terms were fettled. The 
chief of .them were; That all the money in the treafury 
of Cufa fhould be given up to Hafan. That Moawiyah 
fhould aflign him the revenues of a very fine diftriift in 


Perfi, 


Ockley , to one hun¬ 


dred and fifty thoufand pounds, fterling, a year j and that 
it ■ in < 1 neyer re fl e< c^ U p 0n the memory of Ali y 


Hafc 


Moawiyah {hould 

f v.. The firft draught prefented by 
Hafan imported, that he never {hould reneift upon it alii 
But that never could have anfwered Moawiyah’s purpofe, 
and he rejected it. A general a<ft of pardon and amntfty, Hafan r 
paft in favour of the adherents of JHi and Hafan . Such tvere' figns the 
the terms upon which Hafan refigned the government, and govern- 
retired to a private life. This treaty,, probably, was con- m ent to 
eluded at Majhcrn , from whence Moawiyah and Hafan went Moanvu 
t° c/y/fl, which they entered together in triumph and feem-^^ B 
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His fpeech Amru was all this time with Moawiyah , and they were 
to the , ufeful to one another ; for there had been no real friend- 
Gufanu fhip between them, ever firice the latter had declined 

Alt $ challenge. Amnl infilled upon Moawiyab’s obliging 
Hafan to declare, from his own mouth, the. reality of his 
abdication. . Moawiyah ; thought that this might be attended 
with bad effects to his caufe, but complied ; and Hafan^ 
inftead of acknowledging his refignation to be voluntary, 
in a fet fpeech, upbraided the Cufians with inconftancy and 
perfidy, and Moawiyah wjth having employed force in 
obliging him to refign ; which he faid he had done only to 
prevent the effufion 'of Modem blood, and concluded with 
a hint, as if his, Hafan* family, might yet find the 
means of afferting their right. This fpeech made fo vifihle 
,a n impreffion, to Moawiyah* & prejudice, upon many who 
were prefent, that it increafed the difguft between Amru 
and Moawiyah , who thought the other had given the ad¬ 
vice onlyto injure him With the Cufians. Thefe laft, how¬ 
ever, refufed to give up the money in their treafury, which 
amounted to a vaft.fum, to Hafan i and he upbraided them 
in public, not only with robbing him of his property, but 
with the death of his father, and with having forced him- 
felf, by their bafe ufage of him, to refign the government. 
Moawiyah was too penetrating not to be fenfible what 
effe£ls the unmerited diftrefs of a great man, and the firft 
lineal reprefentative of the prophet, had upon the people; 
and to indemnify both parties, he made up the money 
Hafah ought to have received from the trpafury, by making 
a large addition to his appointments, upon which both 
fan and Haffein retired to Medina. 

Hafaiis exchange of tumultuous and precarious greatr 
nefs, for all that can be not only comfortable but fplendid, 
in a private life, would have been wife, had he reflected up¬ 
on the fufpicious nature of ambition. Moawiyah never 
could be cafy while he was alive; though he employed his 
time chiefly in a£ts of beneficence and charity, to which 
e.yen his vaft income was difproportioned. Hafaiis own 
wife was employed to p'oifon him, which fhe effected by 
the mitigation of Yezcd , Moavjiyah's fon, who promifed. to 
marry her. But, when Hafan was di('patched, Moawiyah 
obliged her to accept of a funi of money. Hafan was 
He is poi-poifoned, about eight years after his abdication, in thefe- 
foned. venty-feventh year of his age, and reigned about five months. 

His virtues fulled a cowl, but not a diadem, and therefore 
we fhall not follow the Mcflem authors in the prolix ac¬ 
counts they have left us of his liberality and charity. 
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Moawiyah, the frfi califf pf the houfe of Ommyah 



HAT Moawiyah thought his power very precarious, Moa-vi- 
during the life of Hafan , appeared plainly from what y a h raifed 
happened immediately after the death of the latter. For to theca- 
the whole houfe of Ommyah oppofed his being buried, as he lift, 
had defired, near Mahomet , his grandfather, and prevailed 
with Ayejha , in whofe houfe Mahomet’s, tomb was, to re- 
fufe his body that honour j and, thorefore, it was buried in 
the common burying-ground, or elfewhere; but authors 
are not agreed as to the place. It is certain, liowever ? 
that this affair encreafed the animofities between the houfes 
of Ali and Ommyah. This incident, trifling as it may feem. 


is of importance to prove, that, though Moawiyah’s party 
payed the higheft veneration to the prophet, they did no£ 
conceive that his defeendants were entitled to jnhejrif any 
part of his dignity or power. 

We have already obferved, that the Karejites were equals Rebellion 
ly the enemies of all who either pretended to, or poffeffed, of the##* 
the government, and every day added to their ftrength ; rejitef ; 
fo that Moawiyah , foon after his acceffion to the undivided 
caiifat, found himfelf endangered by their rebellion, Tho* they de- 
Hafan and his party hated them equally as Moawiyah did, yet feat the 
they fecretly wifhed them fuccefs ; and Moawiyah applied Syrian ajr* 
to Hafan , after his retirement to Medina , to take the com- my. 
mand of an army againft them. This, no doubt, was 
done with an intention to unite Hafan’ s party againft the 
Karejites , but Hafan declined the honour, on pretence that 
he had now retired to a private life, and, added he, 
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had 


even polleffed any knowledge of military affairs, I ftiould 
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have employed it againft yourfelf.” Moawiyah was then 
obliged to fend an army of his Syrian troops againft the re¬ 
bels, but the latter proving vidforious, Moawiyah was for¬ 
ced to apply to the' Cufians , who were veteran Arab troops, 
or their defendants, and prevail with them to march againft 
the Karejites , which they did, arid extinguifhed the rebel¬ 
lion. Moaiviyah’s next care was to appoint proper go¬ 
vernors of the provinces under him ; he conftituted Mog- 
heirah , governorof Gufa ; Abdallah of Eafra, and Korafan ; 
Mcruian of Medina ; and Abdallah , the fon of Haze?n> of 
Damafcus ; Amru , to whom he was principally indebted for 
his elevation, vyas continued in his government of Egypty 
and his excellent choice of governors, that contributed equally 
as power and riches did to the aggrandifement of Moawiyah* s 
government. But a perfon of tire utmofl importance was yet 


tt> be fecured in his intereft, and the manner of doing it wa? 
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Hiftory of This was Ziyad , ^//’s governor of Perfa ; he was baf- 

Ziyad. tard brother to Moawiyah himfelf; but Ahu Sopbian, the 

father of both, was afraid to own him, becaufe of Omar's 
feverity in fuch cafes. It happened, that the mother of 
Z/yad was married to a Greek ilave, when he was begot, 
which hindered her from being ftoned to death for her for¬ 
nication ; the maxim of the Mojlem law being, “ the child to 
the blankets, and the whore to the ftone.” By the fame 
law, Ziyad was to be confidered as being the real fon of 
the Greek ; but Abu Sopbian had his reasons for believing 
him to be his, having, before the prohibition of drinking 
wine took place, lodged in the houfe, and been familiar 
with the Greek's wife, who feems to have connived at the 
intrigue. Be this as it will, Ziyad was fecond to nope ip 
that age, for eloquence, virtue, courage, and conduct, 
Though he was at this time only about forty-two 
years of age, he was the moft refpedtable perfon in all the 
califf’s dominions j but not thinking his allegiance to Alt 
' to be diflolved by the misfortunes of that family, he had 
hitherto, refufed to recognize Moauuiyab' s government. It 
happened, when he was but a young man, in Omars time, 
that he was made a judge, or Kadi. Such judges amongft the 
Arabs , in thofe days, a died as the cenfors of old Rome, 
and no fubjeCl was fo great as to be exempted from punifh- 
ment by their fentence. Mogbeirah was brought before 
• Ziyad , upon a charge of incontinency, but Ziyad , finding it 
to be either falfe or frivolous, acquitted Mogbeirah , and or¬ 
dered the profecutors to be feverely fcourged. This had 
begot a vaft intimacy between him and Mogbeirah , to whom 
the califf applied upon this occafion, telling him, <l that 
he could enjoy no tranquillity within himfelf, or fatisfac- 
tion in his government, until he could make fure of Ziyad’s 
friendlhip. Mogbeirah readily undertook the negotiation 
between them, and fet out SorEfiaka, the place of Ziyad' s 
refidence in Perfia, and which he had ftronely fortified; 
together with an affectionate letter from the califf. 

Hischa- Notwithftanding all the virtue of Ziyad , there is fome 

racier. room for thinking, that there was a little tinCture of honeft 

indignation, in his loyalty to Aii\ fince, by the voluntary 
abdication of Hafan , the moft fcrupulous confcience coula 
have no difficulty in recognizing Moawiyah's title. Moi- 
heirah made everything eafy, and, undoubtedly one of tne 
terms infifted upon by Ziyad , was, that he mould be recog¬ 
nized by the califf as his brother on the father’s fide. Both 
of them returned to Cufa, and a folemn procefs of Moawi¬ 
yab's recognizing him as a brother, was publickly entered 
upon. Fortunately for Ziyad , the old Greek Have who had 
been his mother’s hufband, was ftill alive ; and was brought 
to give his evidence in court, which he did fo little to his 
own or his wife’s honour, that he was checked by Z/yad, 
as dipping too much into fcandal. Upon the whole, how¬ 
ever, 
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ever, the evidence was fo fatisfa&ory to Moawiyahy and 
the judges, that Ziyad was formally acknowledged to be the 
calin s brother by the father, an honour which his coun¬ 
trymen thought to be higher than if he had been recognized 

as thefon of the Greek emperor. 

Whatever foundation there might in fa& be for thistranf- 
aftion, it has an odd afpeft in hiftory, The houfe of Om~ 
mpb railed againft the califf’s condudf, and all true Mojlems 
were ftartled at it; as being the firft judicial violation of their 
prophet’s law that ever had happened. It was now rememr 
hered, that Ziyad, when a young man, and beginning 
to make a great figure in life, had never been owned by 
Abu Sspbian , as his fon; for Amru was heard publicly to 
declare, that Ziyad was a youth of fuch accomplifhments 
and eloquence, that had his father been a Koreijh , he 
could have driven all the Arabs before him with his walk- 
ing-ftick. But Moawiyab knew the value of the man whom 
he had thus made his friend, too well, to mind any cen- 


fure on that account. 

His acquifition was the more valuable, becaufe he loft, Death of 
at this time, the only man in his empire, whofe abilities Amru. 
could ftand in competition of Ziyad ; I mean the famous 

of Egypt. Amru was. 



more 


pro^ 


Amru , the conqueror and 
inallrefpe&s, a genius, and though 
bable he did not believe a fmgle tittle of the Koran, 
had his reafons for affe&ing a more than ordinary attach¬ 
ment to it. For, before the propagation of Mahomet 's faith, 
that is, before the fuccefs of his arms, took place, he was 
noted for being the author of feveral very farcaftical pieces 
of poetry, againft the prophet, which, upon finding his 
cpnveniency in turning Mahometan, he had retraced ; and 
had often profefied his forrow for being the author of them; 
and he was, ever after his converfion, confidered as one of 
the moft zealous Modems. An apoftate feldom thinks he 
can over do in zeal; and it probabably was that pernicious 
principle that induced Amru , who was a fine fcholar, as 
well as a great general and politician, to deftroy the never- 
enough to be lamented, library of Alexandria , at the com¬ 
mand of the ever-barbarous, but fufpicious, califf. It 
feems pretty plain from feveral incidents, that Moawiyab was 
jealous, both of Arnru'z abilities and power ; for during 
ajl the difputes between him and Alt , and even after the 


Hafan , be governed Egypt 


califf 


being 


of its 


being only obliged to pay the 
troops he commanded. He was fucceeded in his government 
of Egypt , by Moawiyab 's legitimate brother, Atba , who en¬ 
joyed nis new dignity but a year. 

It appears that, notwithftanding the refignation of Hajan, Confufion 
in'd the moderation of Moawiyab , his empire, at this time, of the ca* 
lyas fflled with rapine and confufion ; the common effe&s 
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of a difputed, or unfettled government. Bafra , in parti¬ 
cular, was noted for the many robberies and murders com¬ 
mitted in its city, and territories, which the califF imputed 
chiefly to the loftnefs and indolence of Abdallah^ the go¬ 
vernor. He therefore removed him, and put Harcth in his 

Read. But he too proving unfuccefsful, in reforming the 

abufes of the place, Moo:iu:\ab committed the fervice to 
Ziyad. This great man, whole chief failing items to have 
been a tin6lure of feverity in his nature, repaired in Handy 
to Bafra , where, after examining into the Rate of their 
police, he found, that the chief robberies and murders 
complained of, were committed in the night time. He 
called the people together, and, with that mafteriy elo¬ 
quence, in which he is fajd to have been exceeded by Alt 
alone, ' which he poiTelfed he declared his firm refo* 
lution to reform the diforders of the public, His fpeech is 
faid to have made a deep impreffion on the heaiers; but, 
the murders continuing, he forbad all perfons, of all ranks, 
to appear abroad after the hour of evening prayers, upon 
Cpnduft pain of death. To inforce this fevere, but neceflary, or- 
pf der, he appointed a patrole to move through the fireets, 

and to put to death all they met. On the firft ni*ht they 
killed two hundred perfons, and the fecond only five, and 
” on the third none. This feverity had fo good an effeR, 
that Ziyad iflued an order, for all the citizens to leave their 
Shops open during the night, which they did ; without any 
inconvepiency, excepting foipe cattle that once broke into 
a fhop. The reprefentation of this induced Ziyad to allow 
them to place a kind of Cheveux de frize, or hurdle, be¬ 
fore their Ihop doors, to prevent the like accidents ; a cufr 
tom which, we are told, prevails in Bafra , and other ci¬ 
ties of the EaR, to this day. 

Hispre- Nothing but the inure reliance which Maawtyah had in 
ferments, the virtues of his illegitimate brorher, could have inducet} 

him to aggrandize Ziyad as he did ; for he, foon after the 
great reformation he had made at Bafra , appointed him go¬ 
vernor of Korafan , Sfja/ian, India , £arcin y and Amman. 
The reformation and good order which appeared in all 
thofe places, after Ziyad entered upon his government of 
them, juRified the califf’s choice. But Ziyad 'knew that no¬ 
thing but feverity was fit for the times. " He therefore was 
obliged, when he left Bafra , to commit the government to 
one Samra , who, during his'lieutenancy, put no fewer 
than eight thoufand Bajram to death; for which he was 
reproached by Ziyad , who Rill continued in high reputa¬ 
tion, both at court, and in all the provinces. His doc¬ 
trine to Moatviyab , however, was, to fuller no difpute of his 
title to the lovereignty, to fubfiR within his dominions. 
The execution of this maxim embroiled him with many of 

Aids followers, % 

Moatviyab 
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' Jtfoawiyabi about this time, was in the great fcheme, The cali- 
of fixing the fucceffion of the califat, upon his own family., fat render^ 
But his eldeft fon Tedded, whom he was pafiionately fond of ed heredi- 
was an idle, diflolute young man, addi&ed to gaming, drink- tary. 
jng, and every other kind of intemperance. It was now 
about the forty-fourth year of the Hejra , and the old compa¬ 
nions of Mahomet were every day dropping off thro’ age, 
which Moaiviyab could not fail to think, was a circumftance 
afeatly in favour of hjs fcheme. Notwithftanding this, every 
time he founded the 1 people on that head, they feemed tq 
difrelilh it fo much, that he durft not propofe it in-plain 
terms. About this time Mogheirah a companion, and one 
of the principal Moflems, worn out with age and infirmi¬ 
ties, religned his government pf Cufa, , which Moavoiyah 
intended to beftow upon Saed. Mogheirah had fome reafons 
for being diflafisfied with this, and would have retraced what 
he had done, but he could not, he therfore applied to Ted - 
zed, and defired him to follicit his ' father to nominate him 
his heir to the califat. Tedzcd made the propofal to Moa- 
iviyab, who demanded who it was that had put him upon it. 

Upon his telling him, that Mogheirah had, he reftored hini 
to his rovernment. and he fent to found Ziyad as to the af¬ 
fair. But that great Moflem knew the ill qualities of Tedzcd 
and difluaded his father from making any fuch attempt at 
this time; and his opinion proving decifive, no attempt was % 

made of that kind during his life.' ^ _ 

Mogheirah , however, foon after dying, Ziyad, who feems , 
to have had a large fhare of ambition, fucceeded him. This k ances 3 ? 
gave him a frefliopportunity of difplaying his great talents for - 

government, When he firft went to Cufa , he aflembled the 
people, and told them ? that at firft he intended tQ have 
Drought along with him a guard of fome thoufands of men, 
but that reflecting upon the great loyalty, and virtues of the 
Caftans, he had trufted himfelf in their hands, with no more 
than his domefticks, whom they faw at the door. The C«- 
fians at that time looked upon themfelves, as the flower of 
the Moflem troops^ and were proud of the fervices they had 
llone to Moaiviyab , in fuppreffing the rebellion of the Kare- 
jites. They had heard of Ziyad’ s feverity, and fome of the 
tilfembly threw cluft at him, a peculiar mark of difrefpect a- 
jnong the Arabs. Upon this ZAiyad defcended from the pul¬ 
pit where he was fpeaking, and making a private fignal for 
his domefticks to fecure the doors, he gave orders for every 
man to fecure his neighbour. The voice of authority is 
great upon fuch occafions, and Ziyad was obejred. He then 
took his feat near the door, and bringing the prifoners be¬ 
fore him four by four, he tended an oath to them feparately, 
ky which they were to purge themfelves from the outrage 
they had been guilty of. All took the oath, but about 
eighty, fome writers fay only thirty, who all of them loft 

- pne of their hands, by Ziyad’s order, 

w 9 . i * > ' * * • 




286 A GENERAL HISTORY 

ZnaJ’s This feverity was perhaps neccflary for firi king the peop! e 
feverity. with thaf awe, that is neceffarv for government. But the 

following inftanceas it is come to our hands, is perhaps not 
fo tlefeniible, n.or indeed accountable for in point of 
common fen 1 e, but by fuppofing the unfortunate perfon 
that fufFered, had made a practice of making feditious har- 
rangues to the people. For we are told, that Ziyad immedi- 
ately upon his entering upon the government of Cufa, en¬ 
quired who was the moft religious man in the city ; being 
anfwered one Abul Mogheirab , he fent for the holy man, 
and offered him money, if he would refrain going to the 
mofque, and confine himfelf to his own houfe. Abul abfo- 
lutely rejected the conditions, becaufe he faid it was his 

duty to fay his prayers in the mofque, on communication 
day, and that he would not omit it to be emperor of the 
faithful. Ziyad had no objection to the faying his prayers, 
but infilled upon it that he fhould fay nothing elfe, AbultoM 
him, “that he could not help, encouraging what was good, 
and reproving wfiat was bad* ” Upon this Ziyeid finding 
him unalterable in his yefolution, ordered his head to be 
llruck off, which was executed accordingly. 

The truth is, it was no wonder if all the real fincere fol¬ 
lowers of the prophet, were friends to Alt and his houfe, 
and entbufiafts always fuppofe that dominion, is to follow 
grace. This doftrine was the foundation of all the oppofi- 
tion which Moawiyah's government now met with, and it 
Hejer pu was this that Ziyad wanted to root out. One Hejer was an 
ip death, undaunted afiertor of Alt's fan&ity, and right to the califat. 

His oppolition was the more dangerous as he was a man of 
unblameable moralsj eminently abftinent, and conformable, 
in the ftridleft degree, to, the Mahometan faith aqd pra&icei 
He lived at Cufa. Aloawiyah as we have already feen, re- 
ferved to himfelf a right to rail at AH, and his generals and 
governors did the fame, in their fermons to the people, 
When Mogheirab took that; liberty, he was openly contra¬ 
dicted and ir.fulted, by Hejer , whofe great chara&er protec r 
ted him from puniftmient. When Ziyad came to the go¬ 
vernment, Hejer depending upon his popularity, continued 
his oppofition. Ziyad being obliged to divide his time be¬ 
tween his governments of Bafra and Ctifa , wanted to carry 
Hejer along with him to Bafra . But Hejer under pretence 
of an indifpoiirion, found means to be excufed, but not be¬ 
fore he had given Ziyad the moft fenfible marks of his at¬ 
tachment to the family of AH, and of his disregard to Moa~ 
•tviyah’s government. Ziyad during his refidence at Bafra , 
underftanding that the people of Cufa at Hejer ’s mitigation* 
refufed to aclcnowlege his lieutenant there, defired Moawt- 
yah to order Hejer to be put in irons, and fent to Bafra. This 
hot being done, Ziyad returned to Cufa , and calling the 
people together, he appeared in the pulpit magnificently 
drelled in lilk and gold brocade, and made an oration, iq 

• .which 

- « * • 
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afferted 


and 


l2j 


gave 


them to know, that his authority was no more to be tram- 
n \ P <\ uoon. Hejer , like a true enthufiaft, threw duft upon 
him ufing the words “ God curfe thee, thou lyefh” Ziyad 
tnnk no notice of this at the time, but after going thro’ the 

. - . - _/II- _ 1 _ 


Hejer 


where 

This was fo far from be¬ 


ing complied with, that the governor’s meflengers were in¬ 
cited and beaten. Ziyad however, foon after found means to 
take him prifoner, and to fend him in chains to Moawiyah. 
That califf was by no means clear in what manner he fhould 
proceed againft fo popular a delinquent, and he had once 
fome thoughts of confining him and thofe friends that were 
(ent prifoners along with him, to different prifons of the 
the empire. But Ziyad aflured him by letter, that if he 
had any hope of keeping the kingdom of Irak he would put 
Hejer to death. The fentence being imparted to Hejer , he 
received it with all the intrepidity imaginable, and prepared 
himfelf for death, by the ufual prayers and ablutions. We 


are told however, that 


he looked upon his fhroud 


his grave, and the drawn fword of the executioner, who 
ordered him to ftretch forth his negk, to receive the fatal 
ftroke, he was daunted, but he was obliged to fubmit to his 
(ate, and by his own defire, he was buried in the chains in 
y/hich he had been confined, during his imprifonment. Aye- 
Jha is faid to have interefted herfelf greatly in favour of Hc- 
ier . and to have fent a meffenger to Moawi 


don. But 


When Moawiyah Moanviyatr 


on 


account of her hatred to Aji, next vifited Ayejha , fhe reproach- 


afked him what 


That 


dered Hejer, and h 
mother, replied the califf, always leaves me when I am ab- 

fent frotp you, and fuch as you. 

Several incidents which happened about this time, prove 
that Ziyad , as well as Moawiyah , looked upon the whole 
fyftem of Mahometifm in no other light than a convenience 
for civil government. £ iyad had employed an officer, one 
liakem, to reduce a caftle which lay in his province. 
llakem performed this feryice with vafi: courage and fuccefs, 
killing a great number of the enemy, and carrying off abun¬ 
dance of plunder, both in money and effe&s. Nothing was 
better underftood, than that by the Koran, all commanding 
officers in fuch cafes are to referve a fifth part of the fpoils 
for the poor and the public, and to diftribute the remainder 
amongft’the troops. Notwithstanding this, Ziyad wrote a 
peremptory order, for Hakem to fend the white and the yel- 
W, meaning the gold and filver, to the califf if there was 


ed for it by 
Ayejha. 


Hakem*$ 

condu&in 

dividing 

the fpoily 


any 


Hakem 



Koran 


j -' V m W W —r- -— - 

flatly refufed to comply with his order, declaring that he 
thought the words of the Koran of much greater validity 
than the commands of the califf. He therefore without far- 
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ther delify referved a fifth part of the fpoil, for the purpofc$ 
above mentioned, and distributed the other four parts among! 
the troops. But we are told, that he was fo fenfible of feel- 
ing the refentment of the califF, for what he had done, that 
he prayed to God to take him if he was in his favour, and 
that foon after he died. 


Every page of the Modern authors, tho’ they do not 


ac 



conduit of R ftow lege it, convinces us, that Moawiyah , notwithftand- 

* n 2 fpecious behaviour,' left no means unattempted, or 
unpra&ifed, to fecure himfelf in the government. The fa- 
mous Kahdy fir-named the fword of God, who had diftin- 
guifhed himfelf fo greatly, during the infancy of the califat, 
had left a fon Abdoraman , who refembk d his father in all his 
martiah fpiritj and thro’ his own and his fathers merits, was 
now become exceedingly popular in the army. Moawijah 
took umbrage at this, and tampered with a Chriftian fervant 
belonging to Abdora?nan^ to poifon him; proinifing him not 
only a releafe of his tribute, but to make him governor of 
Menu. The ilave confented, and was as punctual in his 
undertaking, as the califf proved afterwards to his promife. 
But Kaledy Abdoranian's fon, underftanding how his father 
had been put to death* killed the new governor, and all the 
punifhment the califf inflicted upon him was, a flight im- 
prifonment, and obliging him to pay the fine for the expia¬ 
tion of murder, which for that of a chriftian domeftic was 
but very trifling. 

While Ziyad continued governor of Cufa, he perfifted in 
his fevere meafures, which, confidering the necefiity of the 
times, and the djfpofition of the people, were perhaps wife 
and neceffary. He even went fo far, as to put a poor 
ihepherd to death for travelling in the night time, tho’ he 
confefled that he was fenfible oV the fhepHerd’s innocent in¬ 
tention, but he thought, even a literal tranfgrcffiou of his 
orders, ought to be made capital, that the Arabs might have 
no plea from the innocency of their intentions, if they 
ihould wilfully tranfirrefs. This feverity could be juftified 


%iyac?,s 
feveri ty. 


onlv by the ncceflitv that arofc for it, from the manners of 
tuG inhabitants. 

. 1 he great point he had in view however, continued to be 
his forcing the people to take an oath of abjuration of All 
and his family. As Moaiviyah by this time was become ex¬ 
ceedingly fat and unweildy, and his fon Yczcd paid very lit¬ 
tle attention to affairs of ftate, Ziyad found that the powers 
with which he was in re fled, great as they were, werein- 
fufficient for carrying this great point into execution. He 
made go- therefore in a manner demanded from Moaiviyah the go¬ 
vernor of vernmefit of Arabia in the following remarkable letter. 
Arabia. 44 Ally left hand is here employed in the government of Irak, 

while my right hand remains idle ; give it Arabia to govern, 
and it will give you a good account of it. ” Moawiyah , who 

thought that every addition he made to Zhad’s power, eafed 
1 ' ’ himfeli 


He is 
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himfelf of part of the weight of government, complied 
ivith his requcft, to the no fmall terror of the inhabitants of 
jrabia, efpecially to thofe of Medina who having heard 
of his letter, curfed his left hand. 

Atnoitgtt the firft ufes Ziyad made of his new powers was And pre£. 
to oblige as many of the Arabs as he could, to take the oath fes the ab- 
if abjuration of AlY s right, and that of his fafhily to the juration ol 
Call fat. This it. is plain, was meant as a teft of loyalty to AlP s fa- 
Mmviyab’s government. But finding many of them reluc- mily. 
tant, iome upon principle* and others upon the declaration 
that Ha/an had made, as having, been forced to refign the 
government, he. ordered them all to repair to certain public 
places, where he intended, according to fome writers, to 
force them to take the oath. But while they were waiting iri 
painful expectation, one of Ziyad 's domeftics came, anddif- 
miffed them, on pretence that his matter was not atleifure; 

The truth is, the plague was then raging over all Arabia * 
and the fymptoms of it had broke'n out, upon Ziyad 's 
hands. 

There was fomewhat remarkable in the manner of Ziyaets Manner 
death. The excruciating pains which he had in his hands, 0 f his 
obliged him to confult-with no fewer than one hundred and death, 
fifty phyficians, three of whom belonged to the court ot 
Perjia . This is mentioned as a proof of thatuniverfaldifpofi- 
tion to medicinal knowledge, which began now to prevail 
amongft the Arabs , and which foon after diftinguifhed them 
above all the profeflbrs of that art in the world. Their 
advice to Ziyad was that he fhould have his hand cut 
off, but here a point of confcience occured, and Ziyad 
applied to a Kadi to know whether, as a good Moftem 
he ought to fubmit to fuch an operation.. The Kadi's 
opinion was flatlv in the negative ; for the following re¬ 
markable reafons. If, faid the Kadi , this is your time to die, 
you mutt appear before God without a hand, which will be 
very indecent j fhould you live, your children will be branded 
with the appellation of fons of the h&ndlefs. This ridiculous 
decifion did not deter Ziyad from following the advice of 
the phyficians, but he was daunted by the apparatus of their 

cauterizing irons, which he law heating in the fire, and ho 

died in a very fhort time after, having been governor of Irak 
for about five years. 

We have already faid enough to give the reader an idea of 
the chara&er of this very extraordinary man. But we can- jt|j s c » 
not help thinking, that had he been concerned in governing C/ rue 
any other people but the Arabs , at lcaft any people lels * 
wedded to their own prejudices than they were, he mutt 
have been deemed, cruel and inhuman. He is however, anc j ^ 
laid to have been merciful in companion of his deputy Sam- Q f ^ 
fab, whom we have already mentioned, and whole cruelties p . u 
proceeded afterwards to fuch a height, that Moawiyah Was 1 '* 
afterwards obliged to remove him from his lieutenancy. 

Samrab 
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Samrah on this dccafion made ufc of the ufual reflexion, o 
the inftruments of tyranny in their form, and which is f a 
from having been peculiar to Cardinal Wolfey . “God’ 
curfe, faid he, be upon Moawivah. For had I ferved Goc 
fo well as I had ferved him, he never would have darnried nu 
to all eternity.” 

The foreign affairs of Moawiyah' s reign have not beeti 
transmitted by hiftorians, with the fame accuracy as the do- 
meftic ; nor is it very eafy confidering the inaccuracy both 
of Moflem and Chriftian authors, to fix the. chronology of 
either. Sapour about the beginning of Moawiyah* s reign, had 
made himfelf matter of Armenia , and when that calift’s pow* 
er was eftablifhed, both he and the Greek emperor, fent 
ambaffadors to court the friendfhip of Moawiyah , who, like 
a true Arab , fairly told them, he valued neither, being both 
of them equally indifferent to him, but that he would fa- 
%'our the competitor, who fhould make him themoft advan¬ 
tageous offers. We are told of fome unfeemly difputes 
which happened in the califf’s palace, if not in his pretence 
between thofe two ambaffadors. One of whom being an 
eunuch, found afterwards means to qualify his antagonift 
in the fame manner, and to fend him home, with certain 
very provoking circumftances of difgrace. Be that as it will, 
it is certain that neither of them fucceeded in their embafly, 
and that Moawiyah demanded no lefs than to be rendered 
lord paramount of the territories of both- Upon this, An¬ 
drew, for that was the name of the Greek ambaffador, made 

Tezedtntx- h‘ s appeal to God, and taking leave of the califPs court re- 

ches a- turned home. Soon after this, as is reafonable to conje&ure, 
•nft Con- Moawiyah put his fon Ye%ed at the head of an army, which 

iianthiOple. was f ? marc h again ft. Greece , and if pofiible, to conquer 

* Coii/lantinople. Nothing could be more agreeable to the ge¬ 
nius of the Arabs, than this expedition. It was recent in 
the memory of many, and known by all, that Mahomet in 
his life time, had broached a prophecy, that the fins of the 
army, who fhould lirft take the city of Ccfar , fhouid be for¬ 
given. The few companions who were fti 11 alive, and were 
thoroughly impregnated with enthufiafm, put armour upon 
their aged limbs, and prepared with a youthful vigour, to 
ferve under Yezed. In the mean v/hile, Sapour had agreed to 
Mdawiyal/s terms, or the latter thought it good policy to 
aflift him, for he had fent Fadal , one of his generals to his 
aid. But before Fadal could do him any fervice, Sapour was 
killed, and /'Wfl/himfelf with his troops, were in danger of 
bcin'g cut to pieces, when they were feafonably relieved by 
Yezed, whofe army was now encreafed, by the acceffron of 
Fa dal’s troops. 

returns. Yezid upon this marched to Calcedon , hnd from thence, ac¬ 
cording to the Modem authors, he formed the fiege of 
Conjlantinople . This however is very unlikely, tho’ it is pro¬ 
bable, that when he was at Calccdm he greatly diftrefled 

Conjlantinepk 


* 
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\CwJlantinople. But C b remarkable an event, as the forming 
a fiege of that imperial city, was* if true, too important to 
have been omitted as it is, by Theopbanes y and the other 
Chriftian writers of that time. The fatigues which the 
Moflem army fuffered in this march were fo great, that they 
could not proceed in their conqueft. But having made a 
gfeat number of prifoners, and committed large devastations 
they returned by the way of Phrygia , and took Amorium , in 
which they left an Arab garrifon of live thoufand men, pro¬ 
bably with a view of renewing their expedition next year. 

But we are told that the Greeks taking advantage of a fevere 
winter, retook Amorium , and put all the Arabs they found 
in it to the fword. In this expedition, amongft many other tv, 1 
illuftrious Arabs , died in a very advanced age, the famous df' i°, 
Abu Ayub , the moft illuftrious of the furviving companions H 
of the prophet, having ferved with him at the battles of 
Bedar and Obode. His remains were held in fuch veneration 
that even the Ottoman fultans upon their acceflion to their 
throne, were obliged to vifit his tomb begirt with their 
fwords. 

We h^ve certain indiftimft accounts in this calilF’s reign. Affairs of 
of his generals Moawiyah the fon of Amer and Bajhar , ha- Africa , 
ving penetrated into the very heart of Africa , as far as 
Kerman, within thirty-three leagues of "the ancient Carthage . 

Their troops were ten thoufand men, and they reduced, in 
the fame country, Caran , Cafta , and other places. It ap¬ 
pears that this city of Karwan , had been built by Ockbab , an 
Atab general, who, before that time, had penetrated into the 
country and that it was fo conveniently fituated that they 
ordered a garrifon to be left in it, to reprefs the attempts of 
the faithlels Africans againft it, and thofe of the Roman and 
Sicilian fleets, and to ferve as a repofitorv for other vaft trea- 
fures the ealiff had amafTed, or propofed to amafs, in that 
country. We are told that Okbab when upon this expedition, 

puttodeathavaftnumberofapoftates, who, havingonceem¬ 
braced the Mahometan religion, departed from it when they 
were no longer awed by the Moflem arms. Karwan anfwered 
all the purpofes for which it had been built, and the Ara d ha¬ 
ving cleared the country round of the woods, where a great 
number of ferpents and lethiferous animals lodged, it af¬ 
terwards became a magnificent city ; and one of the feats of 
the polite arts in Africa. This, with a very few immaterial 
additions, and perplexing conjedbures, is all we know of 
the African conquefts during this califat. But we muft here 
mention, an expedition againft the Turks , which was un¬ 
dertaken by Obeidallah . He was the fon of the famous Zi- 
jvw, and greatly, refembled his father, in his virtues and a- 
DiJmes. Upon his waiting on the ealiff, foon after his fa¬ 
thers death, Moawiyah was fo pleafed with his compi lation, 

that tho’ he was no more than twenty-five years of age, he 

appointed him governor of Korafan , and appointed him to 

command 
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command an expedition againft the Turks , who inhabited 
on both fides the mountains of Be char a. In this expedition 
he fuccccded fo well, as to defeat the Turki/h army, and their 
queen was ib near taken prifoner, that fhe was obliged td 
leave one of her bufkins in the hands of the Arabs, who efti- 
mated jt at two thoufand pieces of gold. 

Maritime But the Arabs about this time began to make a confidera- 
power of "Me figure at fea. Mahomet and Kais , two Mofiem admiralsi 

fhe Arabs, appeared with a ftrong fquadron off the coaft of Cilicia$ and 

' the divifion under Mahomet wintered at Smyrna , as that un- 

der Kais at Lycia, and Cilicia. In the fpring they werere¬ 
in forced by another fquadron, under an admiral called Ka~ 
led , and their whole fleet being rendezvoufed, they cruifej 
during the whole fummer, between the two promontories of 
. Alagnaura and Cyclobium. During this cruife, they appeaf 

Hej. 53. ; to have had great fuccefs againft the Chriftiafts, tho’ we arc 

in the dark as to the particulars, for we are told by the 
Greek writers,' who are more exatl than the Arabs are, in 
A. D 67- point of chronology, that in the thirty-fifth year of the 

Hejra , the Arab fleet prefented itfelf before Con/laniinoplt^ui 
having a body of land troops on board, they attempted to 
befiege that city.' They were however, fo warmly repeived by 
Conflantine , the Greek emperor, at that time, that they were 
obliged to retire after great lofs of men and fhips. Thefe laft 
Weredeftroyedby a particular kind of a fire, the properties of 
which would be incredible, if not too well attefted to be 
doubted. For we are told, that this fire, which was invent¬ 
ed by Galiimcus , a native of Heliopolis in Egypt, burnt under 
Water. Upon the whole therefore, tho’ it is extremely fur- 
prifing that the Arabs made the progrefs they did, in their 
marine during fo fhort a time,’yet we cannot vet confidertherrt 
at this time as a maritime power, in any other light, than their 
being a neft of pirates infefting the feas in large, but ill difciplr-. 
ned, fquadrons. After they were obliged to raife the fiege of 
Their lof- Conjiantinoplc^ their fleet met with a violent ftorm, which 
its by fea. wrecked many of their fhips off the Scyllcan promontory. The 

“ emperor of the Greeks took advantage of the confternationof 
the Arabs , after 1 b many repeated and dreadful Ioffes, and gave 
orders for his lieutenants Floras Petronius and Cyprianus , to 
attack Ssphiau , Moawiyal/s governor of Syria, which they did 
with inch fucccfs, that they cut off thirty thoufand of his 
Hei. r,i. men. This happened in the fifty-fourth of the Hejra, whiles 

moft dreadful mortality was raging in Egypt. Tho’we would 
willingly avoid conjectures that are too bold, yet we cannot 
think that the Moflem authors ha; y e been quite candid in the 
accounts they have tranfmitted of this period, fince they have 
endeavoured to ftifle the moft material parts of their foreign 
tranfuctions, which, undoubtedly were far from being fa¬ 
vourable to the Arabs. But indeed from the whole complex¬ 
ion of MwnvivaPs government, after the death of Liyoil, 
we can caiily learn, that an univerfal depravity, and dege¬ 
neracy, 
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neracyof mariners, encouraged by this court amongft them- 
felves began to gain ground amongft the Modems, and this 
obliges us to turn our eyes, to the domeftic occurrences of 

this califat. 

Moawiyah about the time we are now treating of, grew fo Moanui 
fat as to be a burden to himfelf, fo that he fpoke to the yah grows 
people fitting in the pulpit, and his government became to be un-*- 
fo unpopular, that he was obliged to preach before he faid weildy. 
prayers in order to keep the people together; This unpo¬ 
pularity, beftdes the arts employed by Aids party, undoubted¬ 
ly arofe, from his no longer making a fecret, as he had done 
during the life time of Ziyad, of his deilgn to render the 
califat hereditary in his family. This was a bold attempt, 
and Moawiyah never could have fucceeded in it, had it not 
been for his army in Syria and Egypt , and other places that 
may be efteerned foreign to Arabia. * Moawiyah was too 
great a politician to be infenfible of the infinite power that 
the daily fight of facred reliefs, has upon fo fuperftitious a 
people as the Arabs were, and for that reafon he wanted to 
remove from Medina to Damafcus, where he himfelf refided, 
the -pulpit, and the walking ftaff of the prophet. But 
while thofe employed to remove the pulpit were attempting 
it, an unufual darknefs, or, what the Moflem writers call an 
eclipfe of the fun, which darkened the place, happened. This 
put a ftop to the defign, and the pulpit remained where it 
was. Some modern authors are fond of making this fall 
Out during an eclipfe which actually happened in the fifty- 
fourth year of the Hejra , and which is calculable upon af- 
tronomical principles. Perhaps it might, and very poflibly 
the Arabs who underftood aftronomy, at this time, might 
contrive to have the operation attempted at the very inftant 
when they knew the eclipfe was to take place, in order to 
magnify the affair into a miracle. But after all, we are ra¬ 
ther inclined, to believe that if any darknefs happened at that 
time, it was merely accidental, and magnified by the cun¬ 
ning A 4 edenians , fo that Moawiyah did not think proper to 
perfift in his projeft. 

He fucceeded however in bringing many of the chief Declares 
Modems into his defign, of making his fon Tczid to be ac- hisfonT*- 
knowledged his fucceffor. But as that title would have had « z id his 
too unpopular a found, he pretended that his natural in- fucceffor. 
fiimities obliged him to take an affociate in the government 
and that norte tvas fo proper as Tezid. To make his defign ✓ 
fucceed the better* he wrote circular letters to the chief no¬ 
bility of the Syrians , and Heraclians, and many of them came 
into the propofal; fome being bribed by motives of intereft 
and others overawed oy fear. Notwithftanding this, the f , 
body of the ftaunch , Arabs , who, in fa6l, formed the chief- e * 
ftrength of the Moflem empire; manifefted an invincible a- 
verfion to the propofal. The Hajhamitcs^ who were hated 
by the pofterity of Abuheher , Zobeir , Omar, and above all 
fiy Hofein the brother of Hafan. declared themfelves refolved 
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not to recognize Yezid , either as the colleague or fucceflbr 
of Moawiyah. Notwithftanding this, fome fuch defign upon 
Hajari's application, feems to have been in agitation amongft 
the Hafhamites themfelves, if it be true that Moawiyah con- 
fented in his treaty with Hnfan, that if he fliould die be¬ 
fore Hafan , the califat fliould revert to the latter. Amonft 
the other oppofers of Moawiyah on this occafion, was dye- 
Jim to whom the califF paid a vifit at Medina , attended by 
one thoufand horfe. The mother of the faithful feems upon 
this occafion, to have been too frail for the temptation of the 
prefent of a pair of bracelets of the value of about feventy 
thoufand pounds. For that fhe received fuch a prefent is 
pretty certain, and we can aflign no time fo proper for be¬ 
llowing it as the period we are now fpeaking of In fhort it ap¬ 
pears, that Moaiviyah knew well how to place his munifi¬ 
cence, for we are told, that foon after his interview with 
AyeJIm, the bulk of the inhabitants of the province of Hejaz 
took the oath of recognition to Yezid. 

Tho’ Moawiyah was fenfibly touched with the oppofilion 
he met with from the houfe of Hajham , and indeed from 
all the remains of the companions, who were now reduced 
to a fmall number, yet he durft not venture to proceed to 
extremities againft them. Finding that they and many of 
their countrymen had an averfion for Yezid, on account of 
the immorality of his character, he fent for his own brother 
a man of great weight, and authority with the public, 
Anulaph to difeourfe with his fon, who as Moawiyah af- 
fured him was indued with fuch parts as would remove all 
the prejudices that had been concerted againft him. Ann- 
lapb however, after difeourfing with his nephew, being alked 
by Moawiyah , what he thought of his Tons capacity, his an- 
fvver was, that the fear of God would not fuffer him to tell 
a lie, nor the fear of the califf to fpealc the truth. That 
the califf himfelf was the beft judge, and that the bufinefs of 
him and his other fubjeifts was to hear and obey. 

Notwithstanding all that has been faid, perhaps a great 
part of the public prejudice againft Yezid , was owing to the 
arts of his enemies, for if we are to judge by his conduft, he 
was by no means fo ba*d a man as he was reprefented: 
excepting his loofe conformity to fome of the ridiculous 
parts of the Moflem law. He indifputably was pofieffed 
of great military talents, for notwithftanding what is fuggef- 
ted by fome chriftian writers, Abu Ayub having left his bones, 
under the walls of Conjiantinople , where his tomb is ftill to 
be feen, makes it more than probable, that Yezid\e& his ar¬ 
my to the very gates of that imperial city. But whatever 
he wanted in experience, or abftinence, was amply fuppli- 
ed by his father ; who ftill continued to dote upon him, and 
at laft carried his point of making him his coadjutor, and 
confequently his fucceflbr, fo far that Yezid in quality of 

coadjutor to his father, gave audience to leveral ambaffadors 

and 
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and executed many ads of forereignty amongft the people, 
particularly towards the inhabitants of Damafcus , with 
whom he flood in high favour, as indeed he did all over 
Syria. Notwithftanding this great point was thus carried, Chara&er 
Moawiyah’s admonitions to his fon were full of wifdom, and of his op. 
moderation.' He advifed him never to offer any violence to ponents. 
jiofcin, who was a good man, even tho’ he fhould come 
into his power, and to fpare the fon of Abubeker , who being 

a man of 
meat. 


f pleafure, never would be dangerous to his govern- 
As to Abdallah he faid, that having a religious caff, 


and not meddling much in temporal affairs, he would re¬ 
cognize him when others did. But that if ever Zobeiri hould 
come into his power he fhould cut him to pieces, becaufe 
faid he, he has the cunning of the fox and the ftrength of 
the lion. 

It cannot be fuppofed that fo important a meafure, as that r 
of altering a great monarchy, from being elective, to be he- n- 
reditary, could be carried into execution, without * 

management, and fome inconveniency. The people of ° ’ 
Abwaz took arms againft it, but Tezid marching againft them 
came up with their army, which was very numerous, and 
feems to have been compofed of more tribes or nations than 
one, and gave them a total defeat on the plain of Doulab, 
which reinflated the califPs authority in that part of his do¬ 
minions. But Moawiyah was not fo fortunate in other parts. 

The Maronitcs taking advantage of the defeat he had received Moanui- 
from the Greeks in Syria, and the perplexities he met with in y°h makes 
the affair of his fucceflion, feized on mount Leba?ius > and be- peace 
ing foon joined by a rabble formed of Chriftians, and thofe with the 
of feveral other religions, they extended themfelves along Greek em- 
the plain, and atiaff took poffeifion of all the country lying emperor, 
between mount Taurus and ‘Jerufakm , and not contented 


with that, they made incurftons into Syria which lay in the 
neighbourhood. Such infults joined to the bad fuccefs of 
the califPs arms againft the Grech , were novelties to the 
Arabs , and Moawiyah himfelf as well as they looked upon 
them as a kind of a vifitation from heaven. Moowiyah that 
he might fecure the mail} point he had in his view, was at 
laft forced to fend an embally with propofals of peace to 
Conjiantinople , where they were favourably received by Con- 
ftantine. But it feems as if his ambaffador’s powers were not 
full enough, for the emperor was obliged to fend him back # 
to Syria> together with one ofhis moftable counfellors 
Pitzgaudes, to compieat the treaty,which, after various dif¬ 
ficulties was concluded upon the following terms. Firft, 
that an inviolable peace fhould be obferved between the fub- 
jefls of the emperor and the califf, for thirty years. Second¬ 
ly, that the Arabs fhould retain the peaceable pofleflion of 
ail the provinces they had acquired. Thirdly, that the Arabs 
fhould pay to the emperor of Conjiantinople by way of yearly 
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tribute, three thoufand pounds weight of gold, being about 
two hundred and forty thoufand pounds fterling; fifty 
flaves, and fifty horfes of the beft Arab breed. 

Reflection This treaty was difgraceful to both nations, to the Greeks , 

as they had thereby relinquifhed all farther claim to fo ma¬ 
ny fine provinces, that had been difmembered from their 
empire, by thofe audacious robbers; and to the Arabs , be- 
caufe it was the firft time they ever had fubmitted to pay 
tribute. Moawiyak , however, put up with every thing 
that could contribute to his favourite point; in which he 
fucceeded beyond all expectation. He was excellently well 
ferved by his nephew Oheidallah, whom he made governor of 
Bafra ; and by Bajher , who made a great number of in¬ 
roads into the dominions of the Chriftians, from whence 
he carried off many prifoners, and avaft booty. 

Character But nothing can give us a more juft idea of the 
of Moawi- nature of Moawiyatis politics, than what happened in the 
yah' s go* cafe of the government of Medina. From this govern- 
vernment ment, which was of great importance in Arabia , he had 

depofed Saed, and had ordered Mertvin to fucceed him in 
that poft ; at the fame time he fentan order to Mertvin , to 
demolifti Saed’s houfe, and to feize his effects. This order 
being communicated to Saed, he feemed ftartledatit; but 
Merwin, like a true minifter of arbitrary power, told him, 
“ That if Saed had received the fame order, to be executed 
upon his, Moawiyab's, houfe, he would have obeyed it. 
tJpon this Saed produced a like order, figned by the califf, 
againft Merwin, which his friendfhip did not fuffer him to 
put into execution; and thereby drew upon himfelf the 
exempli- cal iff’s difpleafure. Merwin ft ruck at this, acknowledged 

A « ^ a « « f r* /I I . »!• 


fled. 


the fuperior generofity of Saed, and never defifted to folli- 
cit the califf, till he had retraced the order. Thisftoryis 
a proof, that one of the principles of Moawiyah’s govern¬ 
ment was, to divide his great men. Amongft the manyre- 
markable events of Moatviyah's reign, the death of Ayejha, 
the mother of the faithful, was one. After the deceafe of 
Mahomet, (lie was the moft refpecfable perfon in all Arabia ; 
and was treated as fuch by the califfs themfelves. Many of 
the Arabs even gave her the name of the prophetefs,and un¬ 
doubtedly fhe was a woman of vaft genius and refolution. 
Her brother, Abdallah, who died about the fame time, never 
had recognized the hereditary right of Teztd to the califat, 
fo that his death could be no difagreeable event to Moatvipb. 
For that califf, the older he grew, the more he doated upon 
hisfon Tezid ; even to the putting up of public prayers to 
confirm him in the government, if he was worthy of it. 
But all his precaution could not give tranquility to his 
people; for his whole empire was at this time full of 
rapine and confufion. The pilgrimages, which true Mof 
lems were obliged to perform once, to Mecca , were inter¬ 
rupted by continual robberies , fo that Merwin, the gover¬ 
nor 
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nor of Medina^ was obliged to efcort the pilgrims in per- 
fon, with a body of troops. The like dilorders happened 
through other parts of the califat, which, we are told, to¬ 
wards the end of this reign, was filled with murmurings and 
difcontents. The year after the death of Aycjha, Abu Horeira> 
or the father of. the Cat, died. He was one of the few who 
were in the fecret of Mahomet’s million ; and was famous 
for being the author of many traditions concerning the pro¬ 
phet, and his religion. The appellation of the father of 
the Cat, was the only one by which he was known, fo that 
the knowledge of his real name and family was loft: but 
according to the belt accounts, he was of the family of 
Sackbah- 

In the fixtieth year of the Hejra, Moawiyah finding himfelf Death and 

drawing towards death, fent two of his moft faithful fub- c hara6ier 
je&s to his fon Teztd ', with the following excellent advice; 0 f ]if gam 
u That he fliould confider the Arabs as the root of his ^ 
power, and to cherifh them in all their applications. That ^ 
he ought to look upon the Syrians , as being naturally devo¬ 
ted to him, and that the Irakans , or Perjians , were by all 
means to be obliged, even to the granting them a new de¬ 
puty every year, fhould they requeft it; becaufe that pro¬ 
vince could, at any time, draw one hundred thoufand 


fwords againft him and his government.” He added, “ that 


if the fon of Zobeir fhould appear in arms againft him, he 


fhould fight him, but that it was better to live in peace 
with him, and, by all means', to fpare Mojlem blood. 


perhaps. 


yet the 


Though Moawiyah , as has been already obferved, ] 
had not the leaft fentiment of religion about him ; 
nature of his government required him to be ponffant in 
preaching, and praying, to the people. In his laft fermon 
to them, he obferved, that he was like ripe corn, which 
called for the reaper’s hand, and that he was inferior, in¬ 
deed, to his predeceflors ; but that he was greater than any 
could be who fhould fucceed him. Soon after this, he died, 
being about eighty years of age; and in the nineteenth year 
of his califat, reckoning from the resignation of Hafan. 

Immediately, upon his death, one Dehak afcended the 
pulpit in the molque, with the caljff’s winding-fheet in 
his hand, and made his funeral oration; and his fon Ye 
zid , we are told, performed the fervice at his burial. 

Moawiyah was tall, and comely, but very fat and his His per- 
eyes fomcwhat proje&ed. His voice was loud, and his fonal ac- 
breaft was large. He dyed his beard, which was long, compliftv 
with the fame red colour that his predecefTors had made ufe merits, 
of. As to his perfonal chara&er, he, undoubtedly, was a 
man of an uncommon depth of judgment, and he leems to 
have no fault, but ambition, which, in fa&, is produc¬ 
tive of all others. He was liberal, to the utmoft extent of 
generality ; and, by nature, merciful, even to a fault. B 
an uncommon happinefs of -genius, he conquered the mo 
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warlike people in the world, by the arts of peace. Being 
paflionately fond of poetry, as indeed all the Arabs were- 
he was a noble patron of it, which appears by the following 
curious relation. A young Arabian gallant married a wife 
put of mere love, and (he was equally fond of him. The 
governor of Cufa was (mitten with her charms, and the 
young Arabian , having laid out his whole fortune upon his 
beautiful wife, the governor found means to get pofleflion 
ofherperfon; though vaftly again ft her own inclination. 

Thedifconfolate hufband, now rendered poetical, by love 
and diftrefs, as he had been before by inclination, repaired 
to the calift's court; where he repeated feme beautiful 
verfes in his hearing. The califf, touched with the air and 
manner of the young man, as well as with the Jubje£l of 
his verfes, which hinted at his own misfortunes, entered in¬ 
to converfation with him, and learning the whole of his 
ftory, he immediately difpatched a meffenger to the gover¬ 
nor of Cufa , with orders for him to refign the lady. The 
governor, in anfwer, deftred to have but the farther en- 
joyment of her for one year, and, upon that condition, he 
iaid, he was willing to have his head ftruck off at the expi¬ 
ration of the time. But this romantic declaration proving 
no way fatisfa£lory to the califf, the woman was fent to his 
court. He had the curiofity to fee her; and her charms 
furpafled ex'ery thing he had feen before in womankind, 
but fell far fhort of the elegance of her converfation and de* 
portment, which aflonifhed him. He afked her, whether 
fhe would remain with him, or goto her hufband. Shean- 
fwered in verfe, “ That if he had a regard for her, he 
would reftore her to her dear fpoufe, which was the foie 
happinefs fhe coveted.” Upon this, Moawiyab generoully 
/nade her a prefent of a magnificent epuipage, and gave her 
a. futn of money, which reimburfed the hufband for all 
that he had expended upon her. Moawiyab 's paftion for 
poetry even extended to his difpenfing with the common 
forms of juffice upon that account; for we are told, that 
he even pardoned a robber, for his excellency in the poetic 
art. The reader, however, is to obferve, that the Arab 
language is naturally, fo figurative and lofty, that whenever 
it is elevated' above the ordinary forms of fpeech, it Aides 
into poetry. 

Moawiyab was by nature fo exceftively liberal, that he was 
often known.to defire thofe for whom he had any efieem, 
to take with them out of his palace whatever they moll 
fancied. At one time he made a prefent of four 
millions of dinars, which amounted to near three 
millions flerling, to Hafan ; and his other liberalise-, 
both tohjm and his friends, are incredible. His patience 
was .equal to his generofity. Hefant , who was a Hefloemite , 
and a very old woman, came over to pay him a vifit, but 

did not fail to upbraid him very feverely, for his ufurping 

the 
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the califat, in prejudice to the family of Hafan ; and even 
1 aded him with fome very bitter exprefiions on that ac- 
ount The great Omni, who happened to be prefent at 
the time, told her (he talked like an old mad woman. 
“What,” replied file, “ thou fon of a whore, doeft thou 
tc ? Thy mother was the mod notorious ftrumpet, that 
Ler plied upon the ftreets of Mecca, and the cheapeft at 
thfame time ; (he could not even tell who was thy father, 
out of five of the Koreijl), who lay with her, atthe time thou 
was begotten, and faid,you muftbe given to him whom you 
relembfed moll, who happened to be old JUas; and for no 


great 

to 


'other"reafon art thou efieemed his fon.” The 
from being diConcerted at this impertinence, with gi 
mildnefs, faid, “ Forgive what is part; and defired 
know of his aunt, what was her demand, bhe anlwered, 
two thoufand dinars for the poor of their family; two 
thoufand to marry her portionlefs kinfwomen, and two 
thoufand for her own ufe, as fhe was then poor; all which 
was inftantly paid her down, by the califf’s order.. 

To conclude Moawiyah’s character, both m private and 
public life he was amiable, but, like Julius Catfar , he 
broke through all ties to. gratify his ambition. He may 
bejuftly faid to have been the firft caliif who altered the 
genius of the Arabs, by introducing among them habits of 
luxury, diffimulation, and intrigue, and from the com- 
pliancies he made* both at home ana abroad, it is plain, 
he thought that no facrifice could be too great to his love 

of power. 
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lent, that Yezid eafily forefaw that he would have fome dif- ceeded b 
faulty in getting his rights ’acknowledged by the ftaunch p on> 
Modems of Arabia. It was, however, acknowledged in * 

Mesopotamia , Egypt, Perfta, and fome other countries Ho- 
r eit w ho was the furviving head of the houfe of AU y 
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altering the fucceflion, and both he and Abdallah, the fon of 
Zobeir ,made no fecret that they looked upon Yezid as an 


ufurper ; and in this they were backed by the people of 

Mecca, and Medina , in general. 
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*nd fent to Waled, Alt's governor of Medina, the following 
Laconic letter, which is here inferted as a fpecimen of the 
epiftolary fltile of the Arabs. “ In the name of the moft 
merciful God, from Yezid, commander of the faithful, to 
Waled, the fon of Othbah. Moawjyah was a fervant of 
God. God honoured him, made him califf, enlarged his 
His letter dominions, and ftrengthened him. He fulfilled the date of 
againft his life, and God received him into his mercy. In his life 
Abdallah: he was beloved, and when he died he was innocent and 

pure. Farewell, take care ftri&ly to infift, that Hofein, 
Abdallah the fon of Amru, and Abdallah the ion of Z obeir, 
conform themfelves in every refpedt to the inauguration" 
The governor upon receipt of this letter, confulted with 
Merwin , the moil confiderable perfon upon the fpot in the 
califf’s intereft, how he fliould behave, Merwin 1 s advice 
was, that Waldin Ihould tender to the perfpns mentioned 
in the order, the oath of allegiance to Yezid, and that if 
they made any fcruple, he ihould inftantly ftrike off their 
heads. Though Waled was fecretly determined not to fol¬ 
low this bloody advice, yet he would have been glad if 
Hofein, and his two friends, would have recognized the 
' califFs authority. He therefore fent for Hofein, who had 
forefeen his danger, and he came to the governor’s houfe, 
attended by a great number of friends and relations, whom 
he pofted at the door, with orders to break in, if they 
fliould perceive any difturbance. Merwin was at this time 
with Waled , wh6 tendered the oath of allegiance to Hofein, 
who abfolutely declined it, till he had an opportunity of 
taking the fenfe of his countrymen ; adding, that a matter 
pf fuch importance fliould be tranfailed in public, and with 
unanimity. Upon this Merwin again prefTed the governor 
to take off Eofein's head. But the latter fprung from their 
hands, and rejoined his friends, bitterly upbraiding Mer¬ 
win for his bloodyadvice; and heat the fame time reproach¬ 
ing Waled lor his tendernefs. But Waled excufing himfelf, 
by declaring that the ballance of that man’s/ins, who fhould 
kill Hofein would be heavy in the next world, 
who Waled., however, attempted to vet Abdallah, the fonofZo- 

pfeapes. heir into his hands, but he efcaped out of Medina, and though 

he was purfued by a body of horfe, he reached Mecca fafe, 
with all Jiis family, and was, foon after, followed by Ho¬ 
fein . It Teems to be pretty plain, that there was at this 
time a determined confpiracy to dethrone Yezid ; who was 
fo out of humour with Waled, that he gave the government 
of Medina to Amru, the fon of Sued. This new governor 
knew that Abdallah Zobeir was mortally hated by his brother 
'Omar, and he therefore employed him to reduce or deftroy 
him. But Abdallah met his brother in the field, defeated him, 

>hnd took him prifoner. 

In the mean while, the important city of Cufa declared 
unaninioufly for Hofein , and invited him to re fide amongf^ 

them. 
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them- Upon this Hofein fent his friend Mojl'tm, the fon of Cufa de- 
Okaili to learn the Hate of his affairs amongft the Irakans, dares for 
and the Cufans, and with orders to purfue his journey with Hofetn . 
all the fecrecy and expedition poflible. Mojlhn encountered 
the moft difeouraging difficulties, in his road from Mecca, 
where he left Hofein, to Cufa ; and was once determined to 
have returned, both the guides he had along with him being 

dead, with fatigue. But he received*frefh orders from Ho - 
/«», to proceed at all events. At lafthe had the good for¬ 
tune to reach Cufa , where he found the people, almoft una¬ 
nimously, determined to join Hofein , and they proceeded 
with fo much fecrecy, which is the foul of all confpiracies, 
that eighteen thoufand of them promifed to be ready in 
arms, before Nooman , the governor for Tezid, knew that 
Mojlirn was at The confpirators, however, growing too 
numerous to be longer concealed, Noo?nan made a fpeechto 
theppople, exhorting them to loyalty, and threatening them, 
in C2fe of difobedience. But he was far from being at¬ 
tended to, and being a native of Adedina, Tezid fufpe&ed 
him of difaffe&on, and gave his government to Qbeidallah , ' 
the fon of Ziyad, who was at the fame time governor of 
Bqfra. 

When we confider the hiftory of Tezid* s government at Reflec- 
this time, we are confirmed in our former opinion, that he tionon 
was by no means either fo weak, or wicked, a prince, as Yezid’s 
fomeof the violent Moflem authors, have reprefented him. govern- 
It appears, that he continued all his father’s fervants and ment. 
governors in their feveral poffs j and he heaped favours up¬ 
on Obeidallah, notwithstanding the reafons he had to be 
difpleafed with his father. As to his right to the califat, 
it was, at lead:, as-good as that of Hofein , who lav under per- 
fonal obligations to Moawiyah , and had even ferved under 
Ye*id, in his expedition againft Conjlantinople. It is true, there 
teemed amonfjb the Arabs to be a general difpofition in fa¬ 
vour of Hofein j but the reader will foon perceive that the 
people of Cufa , on whom he moft depended, were adfuated 
by no principle, but that of inconftancy, and a defire to 
change. Mofitns firft fuccefs at Cufa, elated him fo much, 
that he fent letters to Hofein at Mecca , earrieftly defiring 
him to repair to Cufa, where he was fure of being joined 
by upwards of one hundred thoufand friends. In the mean 
while Obeidallah , who inherited his father’s diflike to the 
houfeof Ali, came, attended by no more than feventeen 
horfe, to Cufa. It was almoft night before he entered the 
city, and being dreffed in a black turban, Hofein* s ufual 
wear, he was welcomed by the people, as the grandfon of 
the prophet. By this miftake, Obeidallah got pofteflion of the 
caftle; and by employing one of his domeftics to^affume 
the character of a Syrian nobleman, who was come to fee 
the folemnity of Hofein* s inauguration, he by this means 
learned, that Mofim was ftill in Cufa, and bufied in in- 
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lifting men, and buying up arms. He found that the names 

of his two chief friends, in the place, were Sharick , and 
Hernia and that Mojlim at that time lived in Sbarick’s houfe, 
Confpira having but fome days before left that of Haiti. Obei - 
cy againit dallah , knowing Sharick to be a man of quality, or Emir 
him, fent him word he was to pay him a vifit, and Sharick planted 

Mofiim in a corner of the room, where he perfuaded him 
to aflafiinate Obeidallah , upon a concerted fignal. Mojlim^ 
however, feeling remorfe at the thoughts of fo infamous 
an a&ion, the defign mifcarried, and Obeidallah efcaped. 
Sharick , who was fick in bed at this time, died two days 
after, but Hani was arrefted, and fenttoprifon in the caftle. 
Being brought before Obeidallah , he commanded him to 
produce Mojlim* and upon Han ?s declaring, that he would 
not, if he could, Obeidallah forgot himfelf fo far, that he 
ftruck Hani on the face, with a truncheon that he hadia 
his hand Hani , upon this, attempted to fnatch a fword 
from one of Obeidallah's guards, but he was overpowered, 
and remanded to prifon. 

Mofiim hearing of his friends danger, aftembled together 
about four hundred of his party, and attempted to force his 
way into the caftle. But Obeidallah without being daunted, 
harrangued the rebels from the walls fo effe&ually, that all 
of them, excepting about thirty, abandoned Mojlim . This 
irrefolution taught him what he was to expeeft from fo per¬ 
fidious a fet of men, and he was obliged to leave Cufa , with¬ 
out a fingle attendant, and for the firft night he found fhel- 
ter in the houfe of an old iady, to whom he had been obliged 
to difeover his name. But ner fon coming to the knowlege 
of it, betrayed him to Obeidallah , who put a reward upon 
his head, and fent a party of one thoufand horfe who fur- 
rounded the houfe where he was. Mofiim made a mod: 
defperate defence, and three times beat back fuch of the 
party as entered the houfe to take him, but, at laft, being 
moft defperately wounded, he was over powered, and car¬ 
ried hack, upon his own mule, prifoner to Cufa. He was 
feen to weep, but it was in reflecting upon Hofeins danger, 
whom he fuppofed to be upon the road to join the perfidious 
Oifans , and ufed all the few means that were in his power, 
to apprife him of what had happened. When Mofim was 
brought before Obeidallah , he refufed to {how him any exte¬ 
rior mark of refpeift, and declared he would not pay any to 
Tczid himfelf, was he prefent. Obeidallah upbraided him for 
the difturbances he had made, and he in his turn reproached 
Obeidallah with.the cruelties of his father Ziyad , and treated 
him with the ftale language of all rebels, who pretend to 
reformation. It would have been weaknefs in Obeidallah 
to have pardoned fuch a delinquent, but he gave him leave 
to make his will, which he did, leaving to a friend about 
five-hundred pound fterling, with a charge to do all he 
could to flop Hofcin from advancing. When this was re¬ 
ported 
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oorted to Obeidallah , he ordered both Mojliin and Ham to be 
beheaded, but he fpoke o f Hofein with refpe<ft, and declared 
he had nothing to fear, provided he would be quiet for the 
future, but that if he difturbed the government, he might 
expe<ft the confequences. 

The unhappy Hofeln by this time deluded by the advices ; n r r wour 
he had received from Cufa, and the lift fent him, of one hun- q{ - Ro r chu 
d^edand forty thoufand men, who were to join him in Irak, J 

tiie province in which Cufa lay, had fet out from Mecca 
contrary to the advice of all his friends. His defcent, and 
his peri'onal virtues, and his fan&ity, had rendered him fo 
much the idol of the Meccans , that while he was there Ab- 
fcllah Zobeir , who himfelf fecretly afpired to the califat, 
notwithftanding the victory he had gained over his brother 
and the califFs troops, found he made no figure, while 
fiofein was upon the fpot. The perfidy of the Cufa ns towards 
jtih family, had been fo notorious, chat Hofein’s beft friends 
thought it was worfe than madnefs in him to trull himfelf in 
their hands, and his coufin Abdallah , the fon of Abbas , re- 
mopftrated very ftrongiy to him upon that head, but to no 
purpofe. Abdallah Zobeir pretended to talk to him in the 
lame drain, but upon Hojein declaring to him the vaft num¬ 
bers of the Shii who had inlifted in his party, Zobeir feemed 
to alter his opinion, and encouraged him to proceed, in 
hopes no doubt but he was going upon his ruin. This con¬ 
firming Hofein in his refolution, his friends renewed their 
attacks to difuade him, at lead, from the one part of his de- 
ftgn, that of taking his family along with him, for faid the 
fon of Abba; to him, by God I fear your cafe will be like Oth - 
man’s, who was murdered in the fight of his wives and chil¬ 
dren. He then represented to Hcfein the {hallow part he 
was a fling in making way for the ambition of Abdallah Zo¬ 
beir who was fecretly his rival: All tnofe and a great ma- 
jiy other re monftrances, were loft upon Hofeln. At laft they 
jntreated him if he was determined to leave Mecca , to go to 
the province of Hejaz , which was full of inaccelfible pafles, 
where he could maintain himfelf till he faw whether the 
Cifans would dcftroy Obeidallah , whofe troops were in pof- 
feftion of all the plain country, and in the mean time they 
advifed Hofeln to write circular letters to all who had in- 
lifted in his caufe, and to require them to repair to his ftan- 
dard. The infatuated Hofeln deaf to this wholefomead- w hois de¬ 
vice, fet out with his family from Mecca the very day, on luded 
which Mojlim was beheaded at Cufa. Obeidallah was too an( jt 
vigilant not to be exactly informed'of his motions, and tho’ marches 
he would have been glad to have avoided coming to extre- towards 
mities, yet he fent an officer one Harro, at the head of one Cufa ; 
thoufand horfe, to bring him a kind of prifoner to Cufa, 
if he perfifted to advance. Harro had a warm fide to Hofeln, 
but being a man of Honour, he executed his orders, and at 
the lame time, he allured Hofein that he was egregioufly 
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impofed upon, if he expelled to be joined by any confidera. 
ble number of men in that province, as all the nobility to a 
man were engaged by Obeidallah , in Tezid's intereft. Upon 
this Hofein pulled out the letters of invitation, and the lifts 

he had received from Cufa, but the reading them made no 

impreffion upon Harro, who continued to allure him he 
was deceived. Hofein upon this endeavoured to bring Uar. 
ro over to his party, but not fucceeding in that, he ordered 
his attendants to advance, which Harro oppofed. This 
put Hofein in a paffion, and he gave him the Arabian curfe 
may your mother be childlefs of you. To this Harro politely 
anfwered, that he fhould have known how to have dealt 
with any other perfon, who had mentioned his mother in 
that manner, but that the mother of Hofein , was of too fa- 
cred memory to be mentioned but with refpeft. He then 
offered to fee Hojein fafe, and to leave him at liberty if he 
would take any other road than that of Cnfa , alluring him, 
that he had no orders to a& with violence againll him, and 
hoping that fome means might be found out to make up 
matters between him and Tezid. At laft Hofein began to 
give fome ear to this friendly advice, and confented to turn 
a little out of the way till he fhould come to Kadefia , where 
a battle was afterwards fought between the Perfans and the 
Turks. Upon his march thither he was met by one of his 
friends Thirmah , who acquainted him with the defperate 
flate of his affairs at Cufa , where Kais one of his meffengers 
had been put to death, and conjured him to retire to the 
mountain Aja , which was an inpregnable pafs, and where 
he was fure of being joined by ten thoufand of the tribe of 
Taye. Hofem rejected this advice and marched on towards Ni-> 
tleva, which lies at fome diftance from the antient lituation 
of that city. But by this time Obeidallah receiving intelli¬ 
gence that Mi's friends were every where in motion fent an 
order to Harro , to prevent Hofein from making himfelf 
mailer of any place of ftrength, till the troops, which 
were on their march againll him could come up. Ham 
now perceiving that Hofein s deftrudlion was refolved on, 
became an intire convert to his party ; and to^d him that he 
mull be ruined if he was attacked. Next day Amer , who 
commanded four thoufand men, that were on their march 
againll Hofein came up, and was joined by the one thoufand 
horfe, that had been led by Harro. It was with great dif¬ 
ficulty, that Amer had been prevailed upon to go upon this 
difagreeable command, and having entirely furrounded Ho¬ 
fein s fmall party, which did not confill of above eighty or 
ninety men, feveral interviews, were held between him and 
Hofein , who now offered to return home, if Obeidallah would 

give him leave. * 

Amer upon this wrote for frelh inftrudlions to Obeidallah, 

who would liften to no propofal, unlefs Hofein would ac¬ 
knowledge Tezid's authority, and in the mean time ordered 

Amer 
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jf„ te r to cut ofF all communication, between Hofe'tn and the 

neighbouring branches of the Euphrates , that Hofein for 
want of water might be obliged to furrender at difcretion. 
j,ner was obliged to comply with this rigorous order, and 
then made a frefli application to Oheidallah upon Hofein pro¬ 
ofing either to go to Yezid, to return to Arabia, or to have 
leave to ferve againft the Turks. Tho’ Oheidallah , had fome His dis¬ 
inclination to enter upon this treaty, yet he was difluaded culties. 
from it by one Shamer, a bloody enemy to Hofein , who ac- 
cufed Amer of underhand dealing. This was too tender a 
point for Oheidallah to negledf, and to clear himfelf from all 
fufpicion, he gave Shamer the command of five-thoufand 
men more to reinforce Amer, with a private order to ftrike 
offer’s head if he fhould find him favouring Hofiin. He ad¬ 
ded that Hofein and his party were to. expeft no quarter if 
they delayed longer to furrender or recognize Yezid as the 
lawful califf. 

All this pall, at a place called Kerhela where Hofein then 
Was. He was now full of melancholy apprehenfions, for 
his approaching fate, and that of his family and followers, 
and a very affetting fcene paffed, between him and his fifter. 

For Amer no fooner received Oheidallah 1 & letter, which up¬ 
braided him for his dilatory proceedings, than he drew out 
his men in order of battle, and notified to Hofein that he 
muft either furrender, fwear allegiance to Yezid, or expert 
with all his followers to be cut in pieces. About the fame 
time, he offered Oheidallah 1 s protection to four brothers of* 

Hofein, who were along with him, but they rejected it, faying 
they chofe to truft in God’s protection, rather than that 
ofafon of a whore, alluding to Oheidallah’s parentage. Hofein 
melted by the fidelity of his relations and followers, exhor¬ 
ted them to provide for their own fafety, but they unani- 
moufty declared, that they would ftand by him to their laft 
breath. He' however obtained from Amer a truce till next 
morning, it being after evening prayer when Amer’s furmnons 
came to him. He made the beft ufe of his time, by linking 
his tents to one another with cords, and thereby forming a 
barricade, fo as to prevent being flanked thro’ the fuperiority 
ofthe enemy, and he fortified his camp in the rear with a deep 
ditch, which he filled with combuftibles, and then with his 
friends which according to fome authors, now confifted of one 
hundred footmen and fifty horfe, he took poft in the front 
of his camp, between the two interlaid rows of tents. This 
appears to have been the beft difpofition Hofein could have 
made, confidering his fituation and circumftances, efpecially 
againft an enemy who were very backward to attack him, 
for Harro feeing that it was now determined he fhould be 
deftroyed, came over to him with thirty horfe, and expref- 
fed great concern, for the part he had a&ed, promifing at 
the fame time never to leave him. ~ He is cut 

After Hofein had taken the beft precautions he could to off by 
fell his life, (for he had no idea of keeping it,} as dear as pof- QbedaU 
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fible, he went into bis tent, where he wafhed and perfumed 
himfelf with a particular kind of mufk, and his friends 
did the fame, upon feeing the difpofitioiis made by Amer 
faying, nothing now hinders us from meeting the black eyed 
girls, but that thofe people fhould come and cut us to pieces. 
Hofein then mounting his horfe, addrefled his people, with 
the Koran open before him, and exhorted them in the moft 
pathetic terms to behave bravely, placing his fon All on 
horfeback by his fide. This preparation renewed the la¬ 
mentations of the women, whom Hofein fent his fon and 
brother to comfort and pacify. Amen troops were now ap¬ 
proaching, when Harro fteppingout addreffed himfelf with a 
loud voice to Amer, and again endeavoured to bring matters to 
an accommodation. But Amer pleading the pofitive orders of 
Obeidallah which left him no room for fuch a propofal, Har¬ 
ro addreffed himfelf to the Cufans, whom he reproached in 
the moft bitter manner for not only having deceived the'■'ro- 
phets grand-fon, but for appearing againft him in arms and 
for having cut off from him and his family, the waters of 
the Euphrates, where Jews, Chriftians, arid Heathens, have 
the privilege to drink, and where even dogs, and hogs fo- 
lace themfelves. 

His reproaches however were to no purpofe, for Amer 
tho’ backward, was obliged to order his enfigns to ad¬ 
vance, and Shamer letting fly an arrow called all the army to 
witnefs that he was the hrft who had difcharged a howa- 
gainft Hofein. After this, the moft gallant of the Saracens, 
on both fides, challenged each othe r , as ufual to fingle com¬ 
bats, and feveral were fought, in which Hofein s friends had 
always a fuperiority. Amer therefore put a ftop to that kind 
of fighting ; and a general onfet was immediately ordered. 
Arnru commanded the right wing, as Shamer did the left, but 
they met with fo gallant a reception, from Hofein and his 
handful of friends, that they were repulfed, and they were 
obliged to fend to Amer who commanded the main body, for 
five-hundred archers. A few difcharges of their arrows kil* 
led all Hofin s horfe, but his friends fought fo defperatelyon 
foot, that Amer finding them inpenetrable in the front, 
gave orders to break thro’, the tents, that they might be at¬ 
tacked in flank and rear. Shamer ( the Modem authors bid 
God confound him for it ) called for fire to burn Hofeiris 
tent, into which he ftruck his javelin, which made the wo¬ 
men run out of it with a dreadful fright. What? burn my 
family find Hofein to Shamer, God burn thee in hell fire. 
Upon this he and his friends attacked Shamer with fo much 
fury, that he was driven to fome diftance, and even his 
own officers upbraided him for his unfoldier-like proceeding 
againft the ladies. But the friends of Hofein were by this 
time reduced to a fmall number; all of them who died, fal¬ 
ling like heroes. When the hour of noon prayer came Ho¬ 
fein defired a truce till he had performed his devotions, 

which 
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v bich Teems to have been granted him, and he faid Tome ex- 
raordinary prayers, one particularly called the prayer of 
: ear, which is never ufed bit in the article of death. When 
this fervice was ended, Shamer afiiamed of meeting with 
fach refiftance from fuch a handful, renewed the attack with 
more fury than ever, and dire&ed it againft Hofein’i own, 
perfon. But he was bravely defended by his few remaining 
friends, one of whom killed ten of his affailants with his own 
hand, hut at laft had his headftruck ofFby Shamer. Athft 
the archers were directed to take their aims, and in a v; y 
few minutes they lingled out and killed zW'Hofein’s followers 
his fon Ali having been killed before. During this melan¬ 
choly fcene, Hofein was always repeating fome devout 
ejaculation, and,,fpeaking of the Cufans , he faid, let not the 
dews of heaven diftil upon their heads, and withold from 
them the bleffings of the earth, for they firft invited me and 
then deceived me. _ 

Hofein’ s party being how reduced to his own perfon, even 
hisMoflem enemies were touched with fuch compaflion, 
that none of them would kill him. But the reader is not to 
imagine that Tezid’s army upon this occafion, was intirely 
compofed of true Moflems, a great many of them in their 
hearts continued to be Pagans, Chriftian9 or Jews, and had 
no fuch tendernefs for the grandfon of the prophec. One 
ofthofe hit him on the head, upon which he threw away 
his Ikull-cap, which was full of blood, and bound up his 
wound with a turban. After this, for fome time none were 
fo barbarous as to approach him, he fate down by the door 
of his tent, and placed his young fon Abdallah in his lap, 
but the child was immediately killed with an arrow, for 
which his father throwing fome of his blood in the air called 
for vengeance from heaven. Soon after, one of his nephews, 
a beautiful child, came to embrace him but the child’s hand 
was cut of, while he was ftretching it to his unfortunate 
uncle, which produced from him anotherbitter exclamation. 
Hofein himfelf having in vain fought for death, at laft finding 
himfelf opprefled with thirft, called for water, but while he 
was drinking, an arrow ftruck him in the mouth, upon 
which extending his hands, then all full of blood, he renew¬ 
ed his prayers for vengeance. Shamer having now collected 
fome of the hardened barbarians of his party, exhorted them 
to take that opportunity to difpatch him. But Zeinab, Ho¬ 
fein § filter by Fatimar, addrefled herfelf to Amcr, for com¬ 
panion, but all that Amer. could do was to filed a few tears, 
and turn his head from her, while Hofein was defending 
himfelf with moft amazing courage, againft Shamer’s party. 
He funk however at laft under his wounds. When he was 


dead they cut off his head, and they found that he had re¬ 
ceived thirty-three wounds, and thirty-four bruifes. 

The reader by the defeription of this encounter, will 
cafily perceive the prodigious reluctance of the califPs army 
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In general, to deftroy the grandfon of the prophet, forwhak 
eyer the Mbflem authors may pretend, had it not been for 
that backwardnefs, ten thousand troops could not have been 
lb long in difpatching one hundred and fifty men, whofe 
flanks were only fecured by a barrocade of tents. The 
whole of the tragedy was owing, to Obeidallah’ s hatred to 
the houfe of Hajan , and the brutality of Sbamer. This bar* 
barian intended to have put the younger fon of Hofein who 
was likewife called Ali, to death, but finding that the mur- 
der would be difagreeable to the army, he forbore it. His 
men however, plundered Hofein’s tents, and even ftript the 
ladies of their richeft clothes, againft the command of Amer* 
Hofein’s head was fent to Obeidalla*- , but the meflenger who 
carried it coming too late, brought it to his own houfe 
where his wife underftanding whofe head it was, fwore by 
God, that he and fhe never fhould fleep again in the fame 
bed. The head having been for fome time expofed in Cti - 
fa , was then fent to Tezid at Damafcus. But Tezid far from 
enjoying the bloody trophy, curft Obeidallah , as being the 
author of Hofein’s death, and declared with tears, that had 
he been in hts power, he would not have hurt him. 

Teziifs While this paftat Damafcus, Zeinab , and young Ali with 
generofity the other females, taken prifoners, in Hofein’s tent, were 
to Hofein’s carried to Cufa^ where Obeidallah bellowed upon them a9 
family. he had done upon tbe head of Hofein before, many unman¬ 
ly infults. It was even with difficulty, that he was pre¬ 
vailed upon, not to llrike off young Ali’s head, becaufehd 
was reported to have arrived at the years of puberty. His 
fparing him was owing to his being touched with the gene¬ 
rous interceffion of Zeinab , who begged in the moll earneft 
manner, if Ali was killed, that Ihe might attend him to the 
next world. At laft an order came for carrying the illuP 
tricus prifoners to Damafcus , for which city they let out with 
a party of men, and Sbamer and another officer for their 
guard. Ali who fhewed a becoming fullennefs during the 
journey, was carried before the fultan, and the ladies ap¬ 
peared in the moll abje£t habits. Some of Tezid’ s counfel- 
lors advifed him to put Ali to death, while others were for 
mercy, which proved more agreeable to the califFs difpo- 
fitions, for he not only gave Alt bis life, but publickly be¬ 
wailed the death of Hofein , and curfed Obeidallah , for having 
fuffered the women to be plundered, and obliging them to 
appear in the mean attire they did. But he could not get 
tne better of the high ipirit of Fatima and Zeinab , Hofeitis 
daughters, who even reproached him for the death of their 
father. He however treated both them ,,Ali 9 and a little bro¬ 
ther he had, with the utmoll tendernefs and affe&ion. He 
gave them apparel fuitable to their quality, and never went 
abroad without taking along with him the two fons of Ho¬ 
fein. He once alked the younger, if he would fight his fon 
' Kaled , to which the boy fiercely replied, give him one knife 

and 
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and me another. But even this did not abate the califPs 
kindnefs ; and, by his direction, the widows of his father 
Moawiyah , vifited, and lived, with’ the female prifoners, - 
while they were at Damafus , and performed along with 
them the funeral prayers, and rites, in memory of Hofein. 
Atlaft,when the ladies chofeto depart for Medina^ he difmif- 
fed them, with an efcort, commanded by an officer, who 
behaved towards them with fo much refped and tendernefs, 
that they offered him, in a prefent, their bracelets, which 
were let with jewels; which the officer refufed, with vaft 
politenefs. We are father told, that when Zeinab , and Fa- 
timar , came before the califf, a Syrian nobleman begged of 
him the latter, for his wife or concubine. But fhe clung 
to her fifter, who maintained that the Syrian afked a thing 
impofiible, becaufe of the difference in their religions, ad¬ 
ding to the califf, “ by God it is neither in his power nor 
yours to do it, and I fay fo, (hould I die for it.” This re¬ 
markable {lory ferves to confirm the charader of clemency 
we have already attributed to Tezid , and {hews the^xtreme 
tendernefs of the Mahometans in matters of religion. For 
we are told? that when Tezid was provoked by this lan¬ 
guage, and accu fed Zeinab's father as a Sifmatic, fne recrimi¬ 
nated upon him and his family, which exafperated him fo 
much, that he faid, “ Thou lieft, thou enemy of God.” 

Upon this Zeinab taunted him for his unmanly behaviour to 
two women, who were his prifoners ; which put the califf 
to the blufh, and he not only curfed the Syrian nobleman for 
renewing his petition, but difmifTed the ladies with great 
kindnefs. 

Thus ended, with his life, the attempt of Hofein , who Character 
feems to have been poffcffed of all the courage, enthufiafm, and fitua- 
and charaders of his family. Like other good Mofems , tion of 
the more he prayed, the better he fought j and the ads of Hofein. 
devotion reported of him, feem almolt incredible, though 
tranfmitted by very good authorities, it is extremely 
plain, that Tezid’ s claim of power was founded upon his 
being califf, and confequently Mohammed’s fucceffor, both, 
as a fovereign, and a prieft, or I man ; and that he looked 
upon thofe two characters as infeparable. This undoubted¬ 
ly was a maxim the moft advantageous for the tranquillity 
of the flate, but he could not root out from the minds of 
the common people the fupremacy and fandity of the pro¬ 
phet’s family. The great men, however, feem to have 
adopted the founded: fyflem, and to have difciaimed all be¬ 
lief in the infallibility of Mohammed’ s defcendants, which 
they acknowledged, muff have led them to the moil 
abjed flavery. The califf, it is true, pretended to be def- 
potjc, but in fad he was far otherwife, and was obliged to 
confult, in all ads of government, the great men under 
him ; which would not have been the cafe, had infallibly 

defcended by defcent with the califf. In fhort, notwith- 
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Handing all the enthufiafm of the times, and the people, {fa 
underftanding part of the Arabs were far from being flaves 
to the do£h ines of Mohammed ; though they were obliged 
outwardly to conform to an infinite regard for his memory. 
This was the true reafon of the ptoftrations, prayers, and 
ablutions, which they made at certain times ; but it is evi¬ 
dent, that the real value they put upon Mohammed's do&rine, 
was his having delivered his followers from the belief of 
more Gods than one. This was a folid cfodtrine, becauie 
the Chriftians of thofe days, and countries, were fo grofsly 
ignorant, that th y could neither enforce nor explain the 
Chriftiah religion, without making it more abfurd, to ait 

1 7 , * /r . ^ • r _ i r . . 


His burial 


intelligent being, 
turn to our hiftory. 

Caft 


Mahometanifm 


But 


> • 

an iri'conffarif, perfidious people; but 
at" the faihe time very fufceptible of paffion, and it requi¬ 
red a nerfon of Obeidallah' s feverity, and resolution, to 


keep them in awe. tJ 


Hoje 


liar. 


tempt, he endeavoured, in a public alfembly, to prove 
that Yezid was a true Iman , or center of unity, and he 
thanked God that he had been able to deftroy fche lyar Ho- 
fein , the fon of the liar Ali. The common people could 
not bear thofe rnfults upon the family of the prophet, and 
an old Mojlem , who had loft both his eyes in battle, but re¬ 
tained his enthufiafm, called him a liar, and the fon of a 

Obeidallah , immediately gave orders for his being 
feized, but he was faved by feven hundred of his party 

Obeidallah , however, provoked by this 
refifiance, laid his feheme fo well, that, fome time after, 
the offender was feized, and hung upon a gibbet. This fe¬ 
verity, though neceffary, railed Obeidallah a great many 
enemies; but the compliances of Yczid , in fuftering Ho - 
Jems head, and body, to be buried, according to the requeft 
of his family and friends, kept the public quiet. Sump¬ 
tuous monuments were afterwards erected in both places, 
by califfs of the Fafimatc family ; for fo they defined tliem- 


who 


Ihe 


defeent from Fatiinar , the 


daughter of the prophet. Her family, however, was greatly 
weakened by the conflict at Kcrbelah ; for we are told by 
jfome, that no fewer than feven fons of Ali were killed 


m 


who, at the time of his death* 


Great en 

ploits of 
Salem. 


was hrty-nve years of age. 

Befides Obeidallah , the famous Ziyad had another fon, 
Salem , who refembled himfelf fb much, the Yezid appoint¬ 
ed him, when he was twenty-four years of age, governor of 
Seji/lin , and Korafetn. The Turks at this time had been very 
troublefome, by their incurfions upon the califf’s domt- 

They are a people who are to make a figure in this 
hiftory, but great doubts arife as to their original. The 
moft probable is, that, in general, it was Tartar , and that 

their forefathers haying feized fome of the provinces, Me* 

am 


mons. 
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d!a in particular, which had been in a manner depopulated, 
when the Roman empire went to decay their numbers were 
jncreafed, by a refort to them of adventurers from all na¬ 
tions, who could not live in their own countries. Be this 
as it will, it is certain that at the time we now treat of, they 
began to be confiderable. They were compofed of Pa¬ 
gans, Chriftians, and Jews, and the great numbers-of the 
fatter amongft them, has given rife to an opinion amongft 
many learned men, that the bulk of the nation were de¬ 
fended from the ten tribes of the Jews, who were led into 
captivity by Salmanafar , king of Afjyria. Though this is 
by no means an improbable opinion, yet we cannot be in¬ 
duced to think that there were amongft them any a<ftual 
Jews, though it feems paft all doubt, that many 
of them had more than a glimmering of the Jewifh reli¬ 
gion and rites $ which indeed appear to have been dilfipated 
through many other countries. Neither is it at all improba¬ 
ble, that the Ajjyrians might, by way of precaution, and 
punifliment, fend the Jnvs into Scythia, or the modern Tar- 
toy, where the Turks undoubtedly had their original, they 
being mentioned both by Mela and Pliny, amongft the other 
people living near the Tanais , and the Maotic Lake. Their 
Icttlement in Media and Armenia, and the more fouthern 
countries, appears unqueftionable, from Arab authors to 
have been much more early than what is affigne'd them 
by very learned authors among the Chriftians ; and 
there is ftrong reafon for believing that being a brave, 
hut a needy people, they were invited by fome of the 
Berfian monarchs, to ferve them againft the Greeks and 
Arabs. At the time we now treat o f; they feem to have 
been fettled near a branch of the Euphrates, between the 
Buxine, and the Cafpian lea j but their profund ignorance of 
letters has prevented our coming at the knowledge of the 
real territories they pofTefied. A province, however, there. His vaft 
which ftill retains the name of Turk Armenia, was moft progrefs 
probably their chief refidence, though it feems paft doubt, a ndfuc« 
that their arms reached all along the coaft of the Cafpian ce f St 
fea, and as far as Samarcand. For we are told, that Salem , 
having got together a fine army of horfe, advanced to Sog - 
(liana, or the modern Zugathay ; he had along with him his 
wife, who was brought to bed in that neighbourhood. She 
is laid to have borrowed the crown and jewels of the queen 
of Sogdiana, and never to have returned them ; but this is 

far from being probable. It is more likely that thpfe jew¬ 
els were fent as a peace offering to Salem ; whofe arms made 
a rapid progrefs in that country. If what the Arab authors 
fay, whofe veracity we have little reafon to doubt on this 
head, be true, this Salnn was by far the moft fuccefsful 
conqueror that had eveF yet appeared amongft the Arabs , for 
ne carried his arms to Kowarascam, the Ckorafma of Ptolemy 9 
and Herodotus j and the capital of a kingdom of the fame 
name, about twenty-five German leagues eaft from the Cafpian 
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Sea. This was one of the richefl fpots at that time in- th* 
world ; and it is not improbable that Salem made his ex¬ 
pedition again# the Turks , only as a pretext for invading it. 
According to the Modem authors, Moballeb, his genetal, le¬ 
vied no Iefs than fifty millions of pieces of money upon the 
inhabitants* which, fuppoling every piece of money to 
amoifht to two fhillings and fixpence, fterling, make the 
fum of fix millions, two hundred and fifty thou I and pounds, 

which he divided between himfelf and Yezid. After this, 
Salem or Moballeb, or both, marched to Samarcand, and 
forced the inhabitants there, like wife,, to pay tham an im- 
menfe fum of money. It is to be bewailed by' the learned, 
that no Arab author has ye: been difcovereJ, who give the 
particulars of this expedition, though it feems to have been 
the greateft the'Arabs had ever yet undertaken.- For all we 
learn was, that it brought them in an i-mmenfe fum, and 
that they made themfelves mailers of Khorafan. 

The A- Thb indignation of the califf’s fubje£ls, at the death of 
tabs de- Hofei H , began about this time tocreate a prodigious ferment 
pole Yezid through all his- dominions, particularly Arabia. Abdallah 

Zobeir was now the moft formidable oppofer of the houfe of 
Omer j the fons of Hojein having neither the age nor fpirit 
for a great undertaking. Abdallah put himfelf at the head 
of the Hafhemites, who continued ftill to be the moft refpec- 
table family in all Arabia. We are informed, but not by 
what means* that he never had recognized the authority 

of Yezid, as califf; but the truth is, the inhabitants, both 
of Medina and Mecca, trufting to the fandlity of thefr cities 
and families, affected a kind of independency upon the 
califf, and fcarcely confidered' him in any other light, than 
as being the fovereign of Syria. The fight of Hofeins dif- 
treffed family, upon their return tfo Medina , revived all their 
affection for the prophet’s family, and though Abdallah had 
wilhed for nothing more than Hofein’ s death, he aggravated 
every circumitance of it fo much in his public haranguesto 
crowded audiences, that he was proclaimed califf both at 
Medina,and Mecca. Yezid, who ftill refided at Damafcus , in 
Syria, was fowell informed of the llateof Arabia , that he fent 
to Merwan his governor of Medina, a ftlver collar, with 
orders to put it about the neck of Abdallah Zobeir, and to 
bring him prifoner in it to Damafcus. But Abdallah's inte- 
reft was grown fo ftrong, that Merwan durft not attempt to 
feizehim. Abdallah Amru, an Arab of great learning who 
refided in Egypt, gave it as his opinion to Amru Said, Yezid's 
governor o [Mecca, that Abdallah Zobeir would fdeceed in 
his pretenfions, and this being made public increafed his 
party. Upon this fome of Yezid's great men of Damafcus , 
hinting to him, that Amru, who feems to have been, at this 
time, governor of Medina, as well as Mecca , was in Abdal¬ 
lah's intereftj Yezid took a refolution to remove him from 


both his governments, though nothing could be v/orfe 
judged, becauie Amru bore a mortal hatred to Abdallah Ml 
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that 


ig and too cunning to he reduced. His mif- 
dmrids vigilance, and activity, -had carriages 
reateft difficulties, and it prevented ingoyern* 
'ually into the field againft the ca- ment. 



Kotwithftanding 
reduced Abdallah to the 

his bringing an army a ^ 

jiff. Yezid, however, being mi fin formed, and impatient at 
the progrefs Abdallah continued to make, appointed Walid , 
the fon of Gtba, governor both of Medina and Mecca , and 
he began tfie exercife of his power, by imprifoning three 
"hundred of his predeeeffors dependents and domeftics. 
The new governor, however, having but little power in-the 

place, found means to rel.eafe all his friends and followers 
£ : :r -* — J u ~ — nt at their head to De- 


audience 


This 


granted, and Amru found means to juftify his cond.udt to 
the cal iff’s fat is faction, Upon th is Yezid received a letter 


Z obeir 


fend to 


'Mecca a gavernor of a more tra&able difpofition than Wa 
lid was, ‘it was poffible they might come into a good under- 
llanding together. This letter procured the removal of Wa¬ 
lid from his government, apd Oihman , who was no way 
qualified for the truft, was fubftituted in his place. The 
cunning Arabs prevailed upon him to fend a deputation of 
them, to give Yezid a true reprefentation of his affairs in 


Arabia. 


This was done only with a view of infpe&ing 
-wly into the califf’s domeftic way of life. They 

Yezid had a turn to pleafure, that 


he diverted himfelf with dogs, an animal hated by the Arabs', 
that he fpent his time in pleafures with women, and in drink¬ 
ing wine j and that he had a great paffion for mufical enter¬ 
tainments *, and all this being reported at Mecca , and Me¬ 
dina, increafed the averfion of 'the inhabitants to Yezid’s go¬ 
vernment. Mondar , one of the ambafladors. inftead of re¬ 
turning to Medina, wept to confuit Obeidallcib j and Yezid 
hearing of the difadvantageous repert the deputies had 


Oheidallah 


The laws 


Mondar 


Obeidallah 


all that had been reported by the other deputies, concerning 
the califPs diffoiute manner. 

Thofe reports made fuch an impreffion upon the Arabs , 
that Naidah^ an inhabitant of Taman , or Arabia the happy ' 

put himfelf at the head of a body of men, who declared hi™ 
loudly againft 1 *’ " him * 

cognizing that of Abdallah 


_ v Z obeir. The ftate of Yezid ’s 

affairs in that country obliged him, at laft, to fend Moorman, 
the fon of Bajhir, to reclaim them, by reprefenting to them, 
the dreadful confequences of their rebellion. But all was to 

no purpofe, for the 

fonie of them acknowledging Abdallah, and others not dii 
Owning Yezid , now united, and chole other two chiefs 


Modi 


Abdallah the fon of Mott 
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Te&id 

lends an 
army, a- 
gainft the 

rebels. 


who take 
Medina. 
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'Koreijh , and Abdallah , the fon of Hantelah , over the An for 
The latter was one of the mod popular men in all -'rnhla, 
and having been appointed one of the deputies to Yezij hai 
received from that prince about feventy-five thoufand pound; 
in a prefent, and each of eight fons whom he carried along 
with him, received about feven thoufand five hundred 
pounds, belides magnificent habits. But all was ineffectual 

to retain either the father or the fons in their allegiance tc 
Yezid. They joined with their countrymen, and they noi 
only expelled Othmans lieutenant, but banifhed the whole 
family of Omlab , who were obliged to take refuge 
in the houfe of Msrwan , the fon of Hakim , where they 
were clofely blockaded by the rebels. 

They found means, however, to lend an account of theii 
lamentable condition to Yezui , who immediately applied foi 
counfel to Amru , his late governor* whom he defired to 
march with a body of men, to relieve the Gmians . But Jtn- 
ru 9 with great prudence and politenefs, declined the fer- 
vice. Yezid, therefore, was obliged to apply to Mojlim , an 
ancient officer, to whom he gave the command of 
twelve thoufand horfe, and five thoufand foot, for the re¬ 
lief of his kinfmen. Mojlim at firft, difdained the command, 
on account of the cowardice of the family of Qmiah , who, 
though fo numerous, had fuffered themfelves to be entrap¬ 
ped in that manner* but the califf’s commands being pe¬ 
remptory, a day was appointed for reviewing the troops; 
and Yezid himfelf, with a fword by his fide, and an Arabian 
bow on his flioulders, afiifted at the review. His inftruc- 
tions to Mojlim were humane and juft. He obferved to him, 
that neither Ali the fon of Hofein , nor any of his family, 
were concerned in the rebellion, and ordered, that if he 
Ihould fall into Moflbns hands, be fhould treat him with 
all imaginable honour and regard ; and even, not to proceed 
to extremicies againft the city, without fummoning it three 
days fucceffively, to furrender. 

The Mcdinians beating of the expedition againft them, 
permitted the family of Omiah to depart quietly out of their 
city, but exacted an oath from them, not to appeal- in arms 
on Yezid’s fide. ' Mojlim , in obedience to thecaliff’s orders, 
fent th t Mediniam three different fummonfes, on three dif¬ 
ferent days, but all of them were difregarded, and at laft 
he obliged the inhabitants, v/ho made a brave defence, and 
loft almoft all their Avfars , to afk to capitulate. This was 
refufed them by Mojlim * and, forcing his way into the city, 
noev, ithftanding his fan&ity, he put all the men he found 
there to the fword, but fuffered the foldiers to get one thou- 
fimd of the women with child, and enjoy the plunder of the 
city for three days. This being done in direct: violation ot 
a patFage in the Koran , is a frefii proof, that the great men 
about the califf’s court were not fo blindly devoted, as they 

pretended 



tended 
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he people, to the extravagancies of Ma 
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hornet. 


This prodigious feverity, was, perhaps neceflary, for the 




nle of Medina 
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time before, formally depofcd 
nony. Being: convened in a 


aflembly in a mofque., one of them threw his 


to the ground, with the expereffion, u I’ll lay afide YezicL 
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as 


I do this turban , 
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laying 


fhoe 
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In an in- 


fhoes and turbans covered the 


inent of the mofque; and after that they expelled all Yezid’s 
officers and friends. 

It was remarked, that when Mojltm entered Medina , he Hej. 63-, 
fent for Alt, the fon of Hofein , and treated him with par- • 

ticular marks of great diftin&ion ; but he obliged all the A.D.682,' 
males who furvived the mafiacre, to take an oath of alle¬ 
giance to Yezid. All this happened in the fixty-third year 
of the Hejra ; and Mojlim marched from Medina , diredtly 
to Mecca j intending to treat the Meccans in the fame man¬ 
ner as he had done the Medinians. But being now very 
aged, he djed on his inarch, and the command of the troops 
fell upon one Hofein , who inverted Mecca. The place was 
defended by Abdallah Zobeir in per fon 5 and from the rela¬ 


the Mod 


Meccabe 

. . - fieged by 

it appears pretty plain, that the them. 


Mahometans by this time were greatly improved, in the arts 


of engineering. For 



the 


Hofei 


antients 


and that they made fuch an impreflion upon the city, that 
eat part of thfe Kaba was beat down, and the reft wa$ 
urnt, by combuftibles thrown ,from thofe catapults. In 
lhort, Hofein was upon the point of c-arrying the place by 
ftorm, when Abdallah heard of the death of Yezid, which 
happened forty days after the liege of Mecca commenced, 
Abdallah , being certain as to his intelligence, repaired im~ 


befie 


.~ge r s. 


continued the 


Hofe 

Imagining it to be a feint of the enemy, they Death of 


tege 


Hofein , foon after, finding the Yezid , 


pews to be true, had an interview with Abdallah , and offer¬ 
ed not only to fwear allegiance to him himfelf, but to bring 
all the army under his command, amongft whom were ma¬ 
ny noble Syrians , into his intereft. Abdallah was too cau¬ 
tious to venture to truft him, of which he afterwards re¬ 
pented, apd Hofein led his troops back to Syria , being at¬ 
tended thither by all the Om\ah family, which is an argu¬ 
ment that they were then convinced Abdallah Zobeir would 
fucceed to the califat. 

The Modem authors were too much attached to thehoufe 


Hischa* 


of Alt , to do juftice to the memory of Yezid ; who, as we rafter, 
nave already hinted, feems to have had nothing neither cru¬ 
el nor barbarous in his difpofition. His manners were in¬ 


deed ill fuited to the fobriet 



the Arabs , for 
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di&ed to the plfeafures of the table ; he drank wine in pub» 
lie, and loved fine women, both for their perfons, and 
voices. Perhaps even thofe failings were exaggerated by 
his enemies, as they found it fo much their intereft to de¬ 
fame him amongft the drabs. In all other refpe&s, how¬ 
ever, he certainly was a brave, generous, and humane 
prince; and void of that unfeeling enthufiafm that poflef- 
fed the califfs before his father’s time* His mother, who 
was an Arab , was a fine poetefs ; and his father, who was 
pallionately fond of the mufes, as we haye already feeii, 
he made ufe of a very uncommon expedient, to ren¬ 
der his fon Tezid their votary. For we are told, that Afw, 
wiyah fent him, along with his mother, to her relations, 
who lived in the defarts of Arabia , to improve him in poe¬ 
try ; rightly judging, that feenes of nature, and fimplicity 
of life, were the moft conducive to that art. Tezid proved 
a tolerable proficient, but feems to have contracted a hearty 
contempt for all the fooleries of Mahomet's religion ; and 
this occasioned all the misfortunes of his reign, in his per- 
fon he was tall and comely. His eyes black. His face pit¬ 
ted with the fmall pox, and he died in the thirty-ninth year 
of his age, after reigning about three years and a naif 
He is, by fome writers, accufed of avarice, but at the fame 
time they admit, that he was liberal, in many inftances; nor 
have they given us any proofs of his avarice, excepting 
that he was not fo unbounded in his generofity as his fa¬ 
ther was. The violation of the two holy cities, Medina and 
Mecca , that happened under his reign, were fuch indeli¬ 
ble ftains to his memory, that the ftaunch Mahometans, 
for fome time, branded every impious perfon with the 
name of Tezid. Had he been indulged by providence with 
a long reign, or had he left behind him an able fucceffor, 
it is very probable, both the religion and manners of the 
Arabs would have undergone a very confiderable alteration. 
He died at Hawwarin , in the territory of Hems , and, like 
his father, he made Syria the place of his refidence. In 
his military capacity, he was fo far from making a contemp¬ 
tible figure, that it appears he rendered the Syrians excel¬ 
lent troops; and his expedition, in his father’s life-time, 
to Con/iantinopky together with the prodigious acquifitions 
his general’s made, of Khowarazom y and Sarmacandy con- 
fidering the fhortnefs of his reign, prove him to have been 
one of the greateft princes that ever mounted the throne of 
the califfs. ' • A 
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• tEZID, before his death, nominated his fon Moa-r He). 64. 

I wiyah , who was about twenty one years of age, to A.D.683, 

fucceed him. This prince was of a weak conflritution, both 
of body and mind ; and took a religious turn, under Omar, His fon 

* favourite tutor, employed in his education. This Omar fucceed? 
was of the fe<St called Kadarians, who, itfeems, maintained him. 
the power which si man has to a& by his free will. Mo a - 

wiyah, before he took upon himfelf the government, con¬ 
ned Omar, who diffuaded him from it, unlefs he found 
jiimfelf equal to the duties of a fovereign. _ He made the 
experiment for about ftx weeks, but found himfelf too weak 
for the weight of empire, and he aflembled the grandees of 
bis court, before whom he made his abdication in form. 

They prefled him to name a fucceflor. He faid that he had 

been looking out for one, but in vain j and that knowing 

none who was worthy of the truft, he left the choice to 

them. Uppii this they proceeded to an ele&ion, and their 

choice fell upon Merwin, the fon of Hakem. It appears 

pretty plain, that the brain of this youth was difordered by 

his religious education, for hecondemned the condu£iboth of 

father and grandfather, againftthe houfe of Alt j and made 

jt a point of confcience, to refign the government. The 

houfe of Omiab, by his abdication, and by Abdallah Zobeirs 

fuccefs in Arabia , found theml'elves ruined ; but attributing 

the puftllanimous conduct of Moawiyah, to the education 

he had received, they burned his tutor, Omar , alive. As 

to the young califF, who left no iflue, immediately upon his 

abdication j he fhut himfelf up from the world, and day- His abd£« 

light, on which account the Arabs ufed to call him the fa- cation, 

ther of the night. The remaining part of his life, which 

did not exceed three months, was fpent in religious exer- 

jrifes, and he died, fome fay, of a natural death, feme, of 

the plague, and fome, qf poifon. 



AjDcUllah, the fon of Zobeir. 


ft 

T HOUGH the Moflem authors have not exprefsly 

noted it, yet it feerps to be paft difpute that the Arabs, .f, 
about this time, confidered themfelves as the roots of the y b f tdal 
califF’s power, and that their allegiance to the Omyah fa- ab * 


Cpnftant refidence of the three laft califfs in Sy 


Hofe 


Abdallah 
Zobeir 
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Zobeir , continued toaflume the dignity of califF, at Mecca • 
but his power was far from being eftablifhed. Obeldallah 
who was ftiil governor of Bafra y and Cufa,. and who look! 
jed upon himfelf as a branch of the houfe of Ommyah , af- 
fembled the people of Bafra, upon the death of l r czid, and 
acquainted them that he foreffiw, the affairs of the califat 
were running into great confufion ; and that they ought 
tochoofe for themfelves a protestor, who was capable to 
protect them, till the feveral provinces that formed the ca¬ 
lifat fliould agree upon the choice of a matter. He expa¬ 
tiated at the fame time, upon the great power and dignity 
of Bafra , which he faid was the mol confiderable province 
in all the empire ; and he made it his boatt, that lince the 
time he firft held the government, he put to death about 
one hundred and forty thoufand of their enemies ; by which 
they were now in a ftate of independepcy, that left them at 
liberty to chufe for their proteiW whom they pleafed. 
Infhort, he defcribed himfelf fo well, that the Bafrans could 
be at no lofs to know whom he meant, and immediately 
offered him the adminiftration of the government} which, 
after a flight affectation of refufal, he accepted of. But he 
Cleidal- was not fo fortunate with regard to his other government, 

lab chofen that of Cufa ; for after he had fent ambafladors there, i 


in 


prote&or hopes of tneir imitating the example of the Bafrans , by 
of Bafra, chooflng him for their prote&or; they were fo far from do¬ 
ing it, that they affronted the meflengers in the grofleft man¬ 
ner ; by throwing upon them duff, and gravel. ' ObeuUllah , 
in the mean while, to make fure of his point, took out of 
the treafury of Bafra , about two millions fterljng ; which 
be diftributed amongft his relations, and thofe who could be 
moft conducive to his intereft. But the repulfe he met 
with at Cufa difconcerted all his fchemes. Even the Baf 
rans■, who had before fo cordially ele&ed him, now aban¬ 
doned him, and nothing wasfo much talked of as the enor¬ 
mous cruelties he had been guilty of. In fhort, the Bafrans 
rofe up in arms; and Obeidallab^ - for fear of his life, was 
obliged to conceal himfelf in a friend’s houfe, difguifed in 
women’s cloaths. It was with difficulty, after all, that he 
cfcaped out of Bafra , with- an effort of one hundred men, 
and his friend Mefoud , in whofe houfe he was concealed, 
Joft his life in beftiring himfelf in his-favour. As to Obei- 
dallah , in his reduced condition, he was .as defpicable, as 
he had been haughty in his profperity. Being tired with 
from riding on his camel in his flight, he mounted upon the back 
whencehe °f a A a ^ s > an ^ the people about him, feeing the ridiculous 
is expel- figure he made, upbraided him for the death of Hofein. 
led. But Obetdallah appeared to have no manner of remorfe upon 

that account, though, after his departure, the Bafrans plun¬ 
dered his houfe. 

In the mean while Hofein , whom we left at the fiege of 
Mecca , returning with his army, reported to Merwan (who 
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was at that time looked upon as being at the head of the Merman 
Koreifo) the diftradted ftate of the affairs of the califat; with declares 
the offer he had made, of recognizing Abdallah Zoheir . Obei- himfelf 
dallab, who had fled to Merzuan, was prefent at this conful- califf. 
tation, and both of them imagining, that Abdallah Zobeir 
had no thought of affirming the califat, earneftly infifted 
ppon Merwan taking upon himfelf the Sovereignty : which 
with great difficulty he confented to. 

But both he and his friends were deceived; for Abdallah 
Zobeir , had refufed the allegiance of Hofein , only becaufe 
he diftrufted him ; and had fecured to his intereft Da~ 
frak, who had been chofen, by the people of Dapiafcus\ 
their prote.dfcor, during the vacancy of the califat. Abdallah 
likewife had great hopes from the unfettled ftate of affairs, 
at Bafra ; after they had expelled Obeidallah , and at laft, 
the Bafrans agreed to acknowledge his government. But 
he was too wife to ftir from Mecca , where he knew his 
chief Axength lay. Merwan 9 all this while, having declare 4 
himfelf califf was proceeding in ftrengthening his intereft, 
and refufed to fuffer thofe who acknowledged him as cajiff, 
to repair to Mecca for fear of their being debauched into the 
jinterefl; of Abdallah. 

Thus the califat was claimed by two pretenders, Mer- Two ca« 
mn , who was fupported by the Syrians , and Abdallah Zobeir , liffs. 
who was acknowledged by the Arabs , particularly thofe of 
Medina and Mecca , at which laft place Abdallah was inaugu¬ 
rated. His ftrength was by far the greateft, but he formed 
the cruel and impolitic refolution, to extinguifh the houfe of 
Gmmiyah ; either by banifhmentor death. This exafperated 
that great family fo much, that they recognized Merwan. 

Each califf had a feparate general; Hajjan commanded for 
Merwan , and Dehak for Abdallah , a great many conferences 
were held to bring about an accommodation, but to no pur- • 
poll*, and at laft both armies came to a decifive battle in 
the plains of Damafcus , which ended in the defeat of Abdal¬ 
lah's party, and the death of his general Dehak. Merwan 
made a very moderate ufe of his vidtory, and having entered 
Damafcus as a conqueror, he married TeziAs widow., and re¬ 
fid ed in MoavAyati s, the firft, houfe ; having declared prer 
vioufly Kalcd the fon of Tezid to be his fuccefl'or. Notwith- 
ftanding this Abdallah Zobeir ftill kept-his footing in Arabia y 
and was in poffeffion likewife of Egypt and Irak ; but his 
government of Hems,Noorman , was expelled out of that city, 
by the inhabitants} who afterwards cut off his head. 
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Merwan the fecund califf of the houfe of Ommyah. 

♦ 

, *T - ' H E cruelty and defire of revenge which Abdallah Zs- 

J. heir difcovered, was of infinite prejudice to his affairs. 
The name of his lieutenant in Egypt was Ahdallraman, anj 
Merwan was no fooner recognized at Damafcus, than he 
prepared for an expedition into Egypt , and made Amru the 
MerwaAs general of his troops. The Syrians feem by this time to 
.officers of have been greatly improved in the art of war, for Abdallra-, 

man wap not only defeated, but obliged to refign his govern¬ 
ment for a fum of money, to Merwan , who made hi$ fon 
Abdalaxiz governor under him, of Egypt. But no fooncr 
was Merwan returned from his Egyptian expedition, thaii 
he was attacked by a powerful army, under Mufab thebro^ 
ther of Abdallah. Mufab however was defeated by Amu, 
Menvatis general, and Merwan returned triumphantly to 
Damafcus. While thofe civil diffentions were raging, Salrnk 
the conqueror of Samarcand, was by the people of Korajhan\ 
chofen for their prote&or; they having refufed their al¬ 
legiance to both the califfs. Sy this wife ftep, K.orafan y n- 
joyed all the fweets of peace, amidft the public commotions 

wnich ihook the reft of the empire. 

The in- But befides the parties of the two competitors for the ca- 
farreftion lifat, a'third now' arofe, which declared equally againft both, 
pf the Thefe were the Shiites, or inhabitants of Cufa, who pre- 

Sbiites. tended now to the deepeft remorfe, for the treatment they 

had given to Ali, and for their behaviour, in the cafe of Ho- 
Jem. Finding themfelves not rewarded as they expeded, 
by thefamily pf Qmmiyah , they had, foon after Hofei As death, 
employed themfelves in amaffing vaft magazines of arms 
provifions and money ; and they had entered fecretly into 
a confederacy, to revenge the quarrel of the houfe of Ali. 
They were, ftill confidered by others as well as them¬ 
felves, as being the braveft fubje&s the califf had; and 
they were equally rich and powerful. The bulk of the 
people tho’ enthufiaftic to the higheft degree, were faith- 
fefs and inconftant ; and they never wanted texts of the 
Koran, and traditions of the prophet, to juftify their moft 
fhamelefs infidelity. Npchailah , a town that lay about a 
league from Cufa, was appointed to be the place of rendei- 
vous, and here they met to choofe a leader. The five prin¬ 
cipal perfons amongft them, were Soliman, Mofabbib, Abdal¬ 
lah the fon of Said, Abdallah the fori of Wall, and Refaa. 
JJlJabbib, who had been the intimate friend of Ali , opened 
the purport of their meeting, by a moft elegant fpeeeh, 
and Refaa , propofed Soliman for their general of their forces. 

His nomination was approved of ? on account of the great 
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dignity of tollman , who had been one of the prophet’s com-- 
panions ; and then the affembly, which confifted of about 
ene hundred of the moft refpe&able perfons of the fed!:, 
pitched upon Abdallah the fon of Wali> for treafurer, and 
who was to receive all the contributions of the party, 
a circular letter was difpatched by Soli/nan to all their adhe¬ 
rents. As this letter is an authentic piece of Arab compo- 
fition, the curious reader, cannot be difpleafed with a tran¬ 
slation of it in this place. 

. “In the name of the moft merciful God. From Soliman the 
fon of So rad* to Saed the fon of Hodaiphah , and whoioever is- Their el*, 
with him of the Muflemans ; peace be to you. The prefent cular let- 
world is a manfion upon which every thing that is good tur- ters 
neth its back, and to which every thing that is bad draw- 
eth near, (or turneth his face,) and treateth perfons of up- 
rightnefs ill. The chofen Servants of God have refolved 
fo leave it, and to fell the little of the prefent world that re- 
maineth not, for the great reward that is with God, and 
fhall never fail. The friends of God, your brethren of 
the fe<ft, of the family of your prophet, have confidered 
with themfelves, the tryal they have undergone in the bufi- 
nefs of the fon of the daughter of your prophet, who was 
called and anfwered, and called, and was not unanfwered ; 
and would have returned but v/as detained; and afleed for 
fecurity but was hindered, and he let the people alone, but 
they would not let him alone, but dealt injurioufly by him 
and killed him, and then fpoiled himandftripped him wick¬ 
edly, defpightfully, and foolifhly. Nor did they aft' as in 
the fight of God, neither had they recourfe toGod,ancf thev 
that have done evil, {hall know what {hall be the end of 
their adtions. Now what your brethren have ferioufly con¬ 
fidered concerning the events of what they were engaged in 
before is this. They fee you have finned in deceiving the in- 
ilocent, the good, and in the delivering him up, and the 
omitting the healing and helping him, A great fin ! from 
which there is no way left for them to efcape, nor any re¬ 
pentance, without killing thofe that killed him, or being 
killed themfelves, and refigning their fpirits upon this ac¬ 
count. Now therefore your brethren are beftiring themfelves 
in earned, as well as your enemy, therefore, ger together all 
the affiftance you can, and we have fixed at certain time for 
your brethren to meet us at a place appointed. The time 
is the new of the moon, of the latter Rebiyah b in the ftxty- 
fifeh year, and the place where they fhall meet us is Nocbailah. 

0 ye who never ceafe to be of our fedl and our brethren j, 
we are determined to invite you to our bufmefs, which 
God would have your brethren undertake, as e they fay, and 
they fhew to us, that they repent, and that you are perfons 
duly qualified for the fearch of excellency, and the laying 
hold of the reward, and repentance towards your lord from 
your fin, tho’ it be the cutting of your necks, and the kil- 
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ting your children, and the confumption of their Weal# 
and the deftru&ion of your tribes and families. He (God) 
hath not hurt the couragious religious men* who were kil¬ 
led, but they are how alive with their lord, fuftained as 
martyrs, they met their lord enduring ,affii&ion patiently; 
they are made account of, and God hath given them the 
feward of good men—If it pleafe God* perfevere patiently in 
tribulation and affliction, and the day of battle (.God have 
merev on you) for it is not fit that any of your brethren 
fhould perfevere in any affii&ion, in feeking his repentance, 
but you are worthy and fit to feek the like reward by the 
fame means, neither is it fit that any one fhould feek the fa¬ 
vour of God by any means, tho’ it were death itfelfbutyou 
fhould feek it by the fame means. For the beft voyage,* pro-* 
vifion is the fear of God, in this world, and every thing befldes 
fhall perifil and vanifh away. Wherefore let your fouls be allu¬ 
red of this, and yourdefire be fixed upon the manfion of your 
fafety, and the engaging in the holy war again# the enemy'of 
your God, and your enemy ; and the enemy of the family of 
your daughter of your prophet, till you come before God with 
repentance and defire. God prelerve both you and us to 
the happy life, and remove both us and you from hell, and 
grant it may be our reward to die by the hands of that part 
of mankind, that is the mo# odious of all to him, and are 
his vehement enemies. He is the moll powerful over what 
he pleafes, and difpofeth of his friends according to his will. 
Farewell to you ”. 

This letter produced all that was expected from it, becaufe 
it procured a favourable anfwer to Sclyman, and frelh efforts 
on the fide of the party. All this while, Abdallah Zobcir con- 
tin ucd to be acknowleged by the other Arabs as califf. He 
was not fo obnoxious to the Shiites , as Merwan was, be¬ 
caufe he had never publickly approved of Hafein s death'. 
He therefore Hill retained the fovereignty of CuJ'a, and when 
the Shiites were forwarding their preparations* he fent Ibra¬ 
him , who was of the Telhci family, to collect the revenues of 
that City. Theconfpirators, by this time, had begun a cor- 
refpondence with Mahomet, the grandforr of Alt, by his 
wife only, and to him they feemed refolved to transfer their 
allegiance. Malmnct (or as he is called by the Arabs Ma* 
hemmed) did not however appear to be extremely fond of 
embarking himfelf in fo dangerous aft enterprize, but repo- 
fed his confidence in Mockah an Arab of great refolution. 
This perfori had been formerly fufpedted of infidelity to the 
family of Alt, but having been extremely active in favour 
of Hofcin, had regained their confidence, infomuch that 
tho’ he did not declare openly again# Obeidallah while he 
•was governor of Cufa , yet the latter having difeovered his 
attachment to the Shiite party, fent for him, and in a paf- 
fion beat out one of his eyes, and threw him into prifon. He 
was however releafed from thence by the clemency of Tezid, 
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iut obliged to leave Cufa and its dependancies 
time, he fwore moft bloody revenge againft Obeidallah^ and 

all his party. 

j, as beat out my eye, but God kill me, if I do not cut him 
jn pieces- This endearing him to Mahomet , when he came 
ioCufa, he was received with open arms by the confpirators, 
and publickly declared, fuch was his enthufiaftic thirft for 
revenge, that the affairs cf Abdallah Zobier , never could prof- 
per till Mochtar was at the head of his army to revenge the 

wrongs of the houfe of All 
after the death of Hofein^ Mochtar had given proofs of his the fa- 
conducl and intrepidity, in the fervice of Abdallah Zabeir, m ous 
particularly in the^defence of Mecca ; but thinking himfelf Mochtar , 
negle&ed by that califf, he left his court and fervice, and 
turned public preacher in favour of the Shiites. He prayed 
inevery mofque, and harrangued in every affembl.y, for that 
party. But when at Cufa he underflood that Solyman was 
to command the infurreftion, he expreffed a great diflikeof 
the choice they had made, tho’ he applauded his zeal, and 
high quality; on account of his having been,- one of the 
companions. He did not however come to any open breach 
with the reft of the party, upon that account, but Solyman 
looked upon him, as his declared and dangerous rival, and 
fecured his perfon for fome time in clofe confinement. So- 
lyrnan then proceeded to model his party, but Abdallah the 
ion of Tezid, who was Abdallah Zobeirs governor of Cufa\ 
calling the people together, reprefented to them that the 
pretext of Solyman s party were only calculated to miflead 
them, and that, if revenging the death of Hofein was their 
real intention ,he himfelf was willing to head them.- He ad¬ 
ded, the real murderer of Hofein was the tyrant Obeidallah y 
who had been guilty of the moft enormous cruelties amongft 
them, and that they ought to direft all their refentment 
againft him. This fpeech was varioufly received,, and the 
colledlor Ibrahim threatened the people with deftruftion, 
if they fhould rife in arms. Neither of thofe fpeeches were 
pleafing. to the affembly. The violent Shiites , did not chufe 
to be conduced by their governor, and they difapproved of 
Ibrahim’s pacific motion, which was, in faft, intended only 
to prevent the people from marching under the governor ; 
who was himfelf not at all difinclined to the caufe of the 
confpirators. In fliort, the differences went fo high, that 

death v/as menaced on both fides, till the governor and the pr iforied 
eolleftor came to a better underftanding, Their differen- P * 
ce however, together with the imprifonment of Mochtar^ 
lefc Solyman at liberty to aft as he pleafed, and he was foon 
at the head of about four thoufand men. But an event 
which happened at this time ferved farther to diftrefs the af¬ 
fairs of the califf Abdallah. 

The Motallezites or feparatifts, who «had been aftfve in 

Oilman’s death, had been, perfecuted at Qufa\ by Obeidalhh 

who 
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Rebellion who, in fa 61 , wanted to extirpate them, and they had 
of the themfelves under the protection of Abdallah Zobier , to whom 
Motatte - they performed the moil eminent fervices in his defence of 

Mecca . Abdallah however, had an utter averfion both for 
them, their perfons, and their principles j and they difeovered 
it. Upon this afiembling in a kind of mutinous body 
they came to his houfe, and without any ceremony, requil 
red him to declare what his opinion was of Othman’s death. 
Abdallah , unable at that very time to punifh the muti¬ 
neers, was obliged to footh them, by promifing in the eve* 
ning to return them an anfwer. By this management he 

gained time to get his guards about him, and then he juft, 
ned the memory of Othrnan , and condemned his murder. 
The Motalazites upon this information, called out “ God is 

clear of thee, thou enemy of God ”, and he pronouncing the 

fame fentence to them, they left Mecca , and a body of them 
went to Bafra,ju& at the time the Bafrans had expelled ObeU 
dallak for his cruelty. Here taking advantage of the public 
diftra&ions, they broke open the prifons, and obliged all the 
prifoners to ferve along with them, but as they were hated 
by all parties ; they were foon after driven out ofj Bafra. 
Progrefs All this while, Solymans army was not numerous enough 
of Soly - to take the field with any efte£t; and he was obliged to dif- 
man gene- patch from Npchanah , the place of their encampment two 
ral of the horfemen, whom he ordered to enter into Cufa by night and 
Shii/es. to call out in the ftreets, vengeance for the death of Hojein. 

This alarmed the people, and procured fome increase of 
Solyman's troops, but when the whole were muftered,they did 

not amount to above four thoufand men, tho’ upwards of 
fixteen thoufand had engaged to rife. This vaft defe&ion 
was attributed partly to the influence of Mocbtar , who had 
found means to be releafed from prifon, and had engaged 
many of the Shiites to ferve under him. But the natural 
inconftancy of the people, was perhaps the chief reafort 
fo few appeared in arms under Soly man, but they repre/'ented 
to him, that thole who abfented themfelves from lo folemn 
and fo pious an engagement were they to join them, would be 
of very little ufe to their caufe : And that the chofen hand¬ 
ful he had, was fufficient to proceed in the great work he 
had undertaken. Solyman was too much of an enthufiafl him- 
felf, not to be of the fame opinion, and when he had imparted 
his mind to the common men, he found them even out- 


ilripping their leaders in zeal and forwardnefs. Several of 
his officers, who were men of the higheft quality, had aban¬ 
doned their wives and families, whom they tenderly loved, 
to perform the a&s of felf devotion, for it was no other, 
that fitted them to proceed upon this expedition. The 
commn people called out to be ledagainft their enemies, 
and had abandoned all thoughts in this world in hopes of a 
better, and the whole army affumed to themfelves the title 
©f penitents, to exprefs their lorrow for the death of Hojm> 
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Their proceeding in their undertaking, being thus irrevo- 
cably refolved upon, the only queftion now was, whether 
they ought to proceed againft Obeidallah who was then in 
Syria ; or return to Cufa to maflacre all who were there 
who had bee n acceflary to Hofeins death. The former opinion 
prevailed, for Solyman obferved that many had been intimi¬ 
dated, by the power and threats of Obeidallah , who was the 
real murderer of Hofein ; and therefore it would be unjuft to 
begin their expedition by a maflacre in their own country, 
in which a great many of their own innocent friends and re¬ 
lations might fall. Upon the whole therefore it was deter¬ 
mined, in all events, to proceed againft Obeidallah , and orders 
were given accordingly. When this refolution was pub- 
lilhed at Cufa, it was fo popular there, on account of Obei - 
(hllatis cruelties, that Abdallah the governor, and Ibrahim 
the colle&or, being now reconciled to each other, propo- 
fed to raife an army, and to join Solvman . Their intention 
went fo far that they went to Solyman's camp, and commu¬ 
nicated the fame to him, but informed him, that not being 
yet in readinefs ; it was abfolutely neceffary for him to fuf- 
pend his march for fometime, till they could affift him with 
men and money. They likewife informed him, that ha¬ 
ving certain intelligence of Obeidallah* s being at the head of 
an army againft them, there was not the leaft doubt but that 
he would advance againft Cufa , in which cafe every inha¬ 
bitant of the province would declare againft him, fo excef- 

fively was he hated there. Solyman continued inflexibe in 
his former refolutions, nor could he be prevailed upon even 
to delay his march, till Ibrahim could return to Cufa , that 
he might furnifti him with a fum of money; his conftant 
anfwer being, that their going out, was not for this 
world. 

Solyman and his penitents, had a gheat dependance upon Extrava- 
numbers, who had promifed to join them, from Bafra , and gantpeni- 
Madayen ; but in this they were difappointed, and that, to- tence of 
gether with the news that Obeidallah at the head of a great the Shi* 
army began to cool the refolution of all the penitents, who ites. 
were not the moft defperate of enthufiafts ; nor did Solyman 
chufe to have any other under him. For having appointed 
a general review of his troops, upon the banks of the Eu¬ 
phrates , he found that one thoufand of them had deferted, 
but this was fo far from daunting him, that he called it a 
good ridance, and concluded with faying, the lord has held 
them back for the better, wherefore praife ye the lord. 

Next morning, the penitents advanced to Hofein’s tomb or 
burying place, where, notwithftanding the hafte they were 
in, they flayed for a day and a night, imploring his pardon 
and bedewing his grave with tears. The public prayers were 
faid by Solyman himfelf, and the Arab authors tell us, that 
they wept exceedingly. The expreflions he made ufe of on 
this occafion, tho’ full of frantic enthufiafm, have fomething 
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in them extremely affe&ing, when we confider the o'cca'fion, 
on which they were ufed. When the public devotions were 
over, Solyman gave the word to march, but not one of them 
would ftir without {landing folemnly over the tomb of their 
fiiartyr, again with tears implorng his pardon. 

Being now advanced as far as a town called Kayyarab in 
their march to Syria , they were overtaken, with a difpatch 
from Abdallah the governor of Cufa, apprifing them afrelh 
of the dangers they were to encounter, and of the numbers 
of their enemies, and advifing them by all means to return 
before they met with certain deftru&ion, his letter conclu¬ 
ding, “ God turn your cares towards his obedience, and your 
backs to the rebelling againft him ”. Solyman read this letter 
in public, and tho’ Abdallah had therein profefled himfelf 
ready to join them, if they took his advice, yet Solyman ex¬ 
plained the letter to his followers, as meant according to 
the intereft of the califf Aballah Zoheir, whofe creature the 
governor was ; he added, that they were never likely to 
be nearer the two Hofeins , meaning Hafan and Hofein , than 
they then were, and that if they died in their prefent ftate 
of penitence they were fure of going to heaven. His fpeech 
was highly approved of by all the army, and tho’ they were 
not then above three thoufand ftrong, they proceeded un¬ 
dauntedly in their march, declaring that their intention was 
to depofe both the reigning califfs, and to re-inftate the fa¬ 
mily of their prophet in their dominions. At the fame 
time Solyman wrote a very civil anfwer to the governor of 
Cufa , but declined his invitation, adding, that as his follow¬ 
ers were now true penitents, they were determined to pro- 
who are ceed in their march, and to leave the event to God. But 
defeated, having marched as fir as a place called Ras Aia they were 

met by Obeidallah at the head of twenty thoufand horfe, 
and by him furrounded and cut to pieces. 
i)eath of It was about this time that the z?X\RMerwan died, but the 

the califf manner of his death is varioufly recounted. Notwithftand- 
Merivan. ing his marrying the widow of Tezid, and fo’emnly enga¬ 
ging the fucceflion to Kaled, Tezid’s fon, yet he afterwards 
let him alide, and declared his own fon Abdahnalec his fuc- 
ceffor. Ka led hud fpirit enough to upraid Mervuan with this 
perfidy in the moll reproachful terms, in the height of all 
his grandeur ; which provoked the old man to call him baf* 
tard ; and Kalcd immediately acquainted his mother with 
all that had palled, not forgetting the epithet that was fo re¬ 
proachful to them both. As the marriage between her and 
Merwan was probably no other, than a match of convenien- 
cy and intereft, {he relented what had pafled by poifoning, 
or, asfomefay, by fmothering her hufband in the feventy firlt 
year of his life, after a reign of about ten months, if we 
date it no farther back than his latt inauguration at Da- 

mafeus . 

Menvm 
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Merwan in his perfon, like almoftall the Other Arabs^ was His cha 
tall, thin, and fwarthy; his eyes grey, and his hair yellow- rafter, 
jfo or red. Tho’ the Arab authors, are far from being lavifK 

of their encomiums upon him, yet if we confider the difad- 
vantages under which he lay before he came to the goverri- 

ment, he muft have been a very extraordinary man. His 

father Al Hakim had been driven into exile, by the prophet 
hlmfelf, for divulging a certain fecret, and had continued ia 
banilhment* during the two firft califats, but was recalled 
by Otbman,' who thereby expofed himfelf to great cenfure* 
and indeed it v/as one of the charges againfthim that brought 
on his death. Confidefing this difadvantage of parentage, and 
and the many great men whom Merwan had to oppofe, it 
required very uncommon talents in him, to fucceed j and 
to put himfelf at the head of the houfe of Ommiyah. We? 
cannot here help reminding our readers, that his fuccefs is 
a frefh proof* that the family of Abu Sofian , were never in 
their own hearts fatisfied with Mahomet and his family ta¬ 
king upon themfelves the temporal government of Mecca * 
and Arabia ; and we can eafily perceive, notwithftanding 
the filence of the Moflem authors, on account of their vene¬ 
ration for the pofterity of the prophet, that this Was the true 
fource of all the disputes about the califats 



Abdolmalec the fin of Merwan, 


A BDOLMALEC is generally looked upon as . * 

being the firft califf of the houfe of Ommiyah , becaufe ** , 3 , , * 
tf was by intereft that his father firft came to the throne* f, ' 
He was inaugurated the very dayof his father’s death, and we f. ao 
are told that when he heard of it, he folded up the Koran . tq 
and faid I muft take leave of thee now. Others relate, that 
during the ceremony of his inauguration* he held forth that 
book open, to every perfon who fwore allegiance to him* 
laying, let this determine between us j be this as it will* jt is 
certain, that religion ftill continued to be, rf not the ruling 
principle* the ruling pretext amongft the Arabs , and Abdol- 
nkilec was too wife to difregard even the abfurdities of 
his. 

The performing devotions in the Kaaba at Mecca ? contr- w hoot* 
itued to be a favourite practice with the Mahometans, but ^ crs j,j 5 
Abdallah Zobier being in poflelfion of that city, Abdolmalec fubje&s to 

thought it dangerous to fuller his fubje&s to repair thither* vvorlhip at 
But as Jerufalem was held by Abdolmalec ’s fubje&s in the j eru A 

higheft degree of veneration* he enlarged the temple there, j eUi J 
fo as to take into it the fteps, on which Omar had prayed 5 

that his fubjeiSb might repair there i rift e ad of Mecca > to per- 

forty 

* 
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form 


Damafc 


He likewife applied to the Chriftians 


that he might convert it into a mofque. But they produced 
to him the inftrument of capitulation that had been figned 

« « ■ Tr 1 i 1 if; s~\ /"if 1 i . 


Abu 


Succefles 


declaring their refolution to ; 
maiec defifted from his requeft. 
Upon 


Moch- Jer Sohman , Mochtar 


ofe terms, AbdaU 
of the Shiites un- 


tar. 


thatfedl, who continued to be ftill very powerful, as their 
head. He had procured, for this purpofe, acommiffion from 

-n y f \ r* t- H AT 7 ..1 /* r A I 4 . 1 1* 1 I 


Mohdi 


Mahomet 


lawful fucceffor of the impoflor, whom the Arabs intitled, 
the true Iman. Ibrahim would have willingly difputed with 
him the fuperiority of command on this occafion, but he 
was filenced by Mochtar 's producing his commiflion. We 
cannot help obferving here, that it is not improbable, 
the family of Alt, at this time, did not afpire to any other 
chara&er, but that of the True Iman, and confined the 
exer-ife of their power to a<fts of devotion. For we are 
told, by authors of good credit, that after he was joined by 
Ibrahim , he was folemnly inaugurated califf, upon hisfwear- 
ing to govern according to' the Koran , and the traditions 


of the prophet, and to extirminate the murderers of Ho- 



Notwithftand 


He 


_, than a kind of a deputy under Mahomet 

and his fon ; from whom it is plain he derived his authority 
to death over the Shiites ; but whether he acted as califf, or only as 
Hoteiris general, he began the exercife of his power, by putting to 
murderers death Sha?her , Kazvla , Amer, and all others who had been 

active in the tragedy of Hojein. 

The dominions of the califat were at this time involved 
every where in bloody wars. Abdolmalec had raifed an army 
againft Abdallah Zobeir. He likewife ordered a body of 
troops to advance againft the Shiites on one fide of Cufa, 
while Abdallah ordered his brother Mufab , then governor of 
Bafra , to attack him on the other fide, fo that whatever 
differerence might be between the two califfs, they agreed 
in the deftru£tion of Mochtar and the Shiites. Mochtar 
knowing that Abdallah was not fo obnoxious as Abdolmalec 
was, to the Shiites , applied to him, but in a very deceitful 
manner, for a reconciliation, and offered to march to his 
afliftance at the head of his forces. Abdallah gave him a civil 

rm « « | V | • | • .•111 1 11 


His de¬ 
ceitful 
conduft. 


anfwer, but declined trufting him, till he had formally re¬ 
cognized his authority, and had obliged his followers todo 
the fame. When that was performed, he prontifed Mochtar 
that he had nothing to fear from him* He informed him, 
however, that the army, which Abdolmalec had ordered to 
advance againft Cufa , and Irak, was polled at Dilkora , and 
that he was refolved to fend a body of men to diBodge 
him. 
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Upon this Mocbtar ordered Serjabil , one of the officers 
under him, to fet out with about three thoufand men, two 
thoufand three hundred of whom were flaves, the reft Arabs , 
and to advance towards Medina , where he was to expedb 
farther orders. This expedition of Serjabil , which, in re¬ 
ality, was intended againft both Medina and Mecca , carried 
with it a face, which Mochtar was in hopes would impofe 
upon Abdallah ; as Serjabil’ s orders might have been 
to have joined the army which was to have marched 
againft the Syrian califf’s troops at Dilkora. Abdallah , how¬ 
ever was not to be furprifed in that manner, - and thence a 
body of two thoufand men, under Abbas , marched into 
Medina , with orders to treat Serjabil and his army as ene¬ 
mies, if he refufed to march with him to Dilkora. In the 
mean while Serjabil’s men had undergone inexpreffible hard- 
fhip’s in their march through fome of the moft barren 
tra&s in the world, and being unprovided with magazines 
of any kind, they were ready to perifh with hunger and 
thirft. When Abdallah’ s party came up to them, Abbas de¬ 
manded of Serjabil , whether he acknowledged himfelf to be 
fubjeft to Abdallah. Serjabil did not difown that he was, 
upon which Abbas peremptorily required him to march his 
men along with him, againft the Syrians at Dilkora . Ser¬ 
jabil replied, that his order from Mochtar was to march to 
Medina. Abbas obferved at this time that Serjabil’s men 
were drawn up in order of battle, notwithftanding the vifw 
ble diftrefs they were under for provifions; and very pru¬ 
dently diflembled his real fentiments upon Serjabil’ s reply. 

The better to gain his end, be made a prefent to Serjabil and His troops 
his men of fome fheep he had along with him, which dif- defeated, 
fufed fuch a joy amongft them, that they broke their ranks, 
and difperfed themfelves about the country in fearch of 
bread, and conveniencies for dreffing their provifion. Ab¬ 
bas perceiving this, advanced at the head of his detachment, 
and attacked Serjabil , who had fcarce an hundred men with 
him, in his camp; he killed him, and about feventy 
others. After this, Abbas ordered a .flag of quarter to be 
ere&ed, which the bulk of Serjabil’s men readily embraced; 
but about three hundred of them, Arabs we may fupppofe, 
refufing quarter, were cut in pieces. * 

Mahomet , the fon of Ali, and his family, at this time Peaceful 
refided at Mecca , but though they behaved not only difpofi- 
inoffenfively, but dutifully, to Abdallah’s government, they t j on Q f 
made it a point of confeience to refufe taking an oath of 
allegiance to it. They, however, appear to have kept up a J 
correfpondence with Mochtar , which very probably was 
winked at by Abdallah , the better to difeover their fecrets. It 
appears likewife, that many of the Cufans, in Mahomet’s inte- 
reft, were then refiding at Mecca. Upon the mifearriage of Ser¬ 
jabil’s expedition, Mochtar wrote a confolatory, and encou¬ 
raging letter, to Mahomet, promifmg to repair the lofs by 

3 marching 
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marching to his affiftance, at the head .of a powerful army. 
Mahomet , who, as we have pbferved before, fe.sm? then to 
have taken himfelf entirely to the duties of an hum, or 
high prieft, declined accepting of this offer; put no truft, 
as he laid, in the arm of flelh ; and exhorted Mochtar to 
fear God, and to abftain from bloodfhed. 
who is, Xhis negociation came to Abdallah’s ears, and though he 
with his had nothing to fear from any efforts of Mahomet , yet he 
family knew that if he could once receive his oath of allegiance, 
pnd Mochtar’ s authority muff dwindle away. He therefore pe- 

friends, remptorily required Mahomet and his family to recognize his 

authority, and, upon their declining it, he fhut them up in 
a prifon, near the well Zemzem, which, according to the 

* 9 • 1 ^ y 9 • 



condemn¬ 
ed to 

death; tradition of the Arabs, was the fpring which God miracu- 

loufly produced for the refrefhment of Haga:\ and Ifbmael > 
when Abraham turned them out of his houle. Abdallah at the 
fame time imprifoned fever ty Cufans , who refijded at Mecca, 
and adhered to Mahomet ; and gave him and all his family 
and friends to underhand, that if they did not, by a cer¬ 
tain day, which he named, fwear allegiance to his govern¬ 
ment, he woyld order every one of then} to be put to death, 
and their bodies to be burnt to afhes. 


baf Is de- Notwithftanding this feverity, the conftancy of the prifo- 


ners did not abandon them, and they found means to fend 
Mochtar intelligence of their diftrefs. He read the letter 
in public j he then addreffed himfelf to the people, and 
told them, that though the holy family was thus pent up, 
like Iheep deftined to (laughter, yet that he would fend to 
their relief, horfe after horfe, like wave fucceeding wave. 
Hefoori explained what he meant by this emphatical meta¬ 
phor. He ordered Idali, ope of his beft officers, to talfe 
under his command feven hundred and fifty choice horfe, 
and to divide them into fix fuqadrons, each following the 
pther, at a certain difiance, to Mecca. Idali performed this 
critical fervice with prodigious fpirit and fuccefs, and he 
himfelf arrived at Mecca , at the head of the firfi divifion, 
which was compofed of about an hundred and fifty, juft 
two days before that which was to decide the fate of Ma¬ 
homet and his family, and while the piles of combufiibles 
were amaffing to reduce their bodies to aihes. 1 he hilt 
thing they did was to march to Zemzem , where they cut in 
pieces the guard, notwithftanding the fan£lity of the place, 
for it lies within the precindb of the Kaaha , and delivered 
£he hply family from their imprifonment. But, by this time, 
Abdallah came to the Kaaia in p.crfop, and Idali was about 
ito attack him and his guards, when he was prevented by 
Maromet's exprefs commands, becaufe he would not fuffer 
that facred place to be defiled by fighting. Abdallah , feeing 
what a dcfpicabie handful his enemies were, threatened 
£hem all with death ; but, before he could put his menaces 
jn execution, another, and another troop appeared, till at 

’ • ' jail 
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Jaft the whole 750 coming up, Abdallah found himfelf fur- 
rounded, and overpowered, and was, in his turn, a pti- 
foner. Idali and his officers then prepared to cut off Ab¬ 
dallah’s head, but they were prevented by Mahomet , who 
upon this occafion diftributed a large fum of money, which 
had been brought him by the laft divifion of his deliverers, 
atnongft four thoufand of the friends of his family. This 
appears to have been done with a view of engaging them as 
a body guard to. himfelf, for after reftoring peace to Mecca , 
and compromifing matters between Abdallah and Idali , we 
are informed he retired to a mountain near that city, where 
he fortified himfelf with four thoufand of his followers. 

Mochtar was now at leifure to purfue his defigns j and Enthufi- 
hebegan with preparing for an expedition againft Oheidallah, aftic con- 
which he knew was the moft popular one he could under- duft of 
take. Upon this occafion, we are told, that he ordered to Mochtar . 
be prepared a kind of a throne, which was carried about 
wherever his army marched, upon a mule’s back j and he 
told his men, that it would be to them of the fame ufe, 
that the ark was of to the children of Ifrael. He even had 
a fhort form of prayer compofed, which was faid before 
this ark, to which the people anfwered. Amen. This pa¬ 
geantry had the defired effe&, by infpiring the enthufiaftic 
Arabs with an opinion that they were invincible. But, in 
fait, it feems to have been a preparative expedient, devifed 
by Mochtar , to imprefs them with- a notion of his own 
fanitity; for we are told by fome of the beft authorities, 
that about this time he affected to be a prophet. It is cer¬ 
tain that Ibrahim , the fon of AJhtar, whom Mochtar ap¬ 
pointed to be his general in this expedition, carried this 
idolatrous tribunal with him, to the very fpot where he ex¬ 
pected to engage Oheidallah ; whofe foldiers feem to have 
been disheartened by its appearance, and the confidence 
which it communicated to the Shiites. For we are inform- 
ed, that though Oheidallah was at the head of feventy thou¬ 
fand men, and vyas himfelf one of the braveft, and one of 
the moft experienced generals of. his time, yet he would not 
venture to give Ibrahim battle upon equal terms, but kept 
himfelf in his camp, whicn was ftqrmed by Ibrahim \ and 
Oheidallah , with upwards of ten thoufand of his foldiers, 
were either put to the fword, ot perifhed in a neighbouring 
river, while they were endeavouring to fly, and that Ibra¬ 
him loft no more than three hundred and feventy men- 
Such is the force of fuperftitiofi and prepofieflion amongft His fuc- 
a deluded, and uninformed people. This victory on the cefs, and 
part of Mochtar was fo .complete, that it was followed by defeat of 
the immediate fubmifiion of Nijibis , S injar, and IXam. Ibrabim, 
But the Arab authors fenfihly obferve, that Mochtar. in, all 
his proceedings, had no good defign. In fa£t, it appears 
he m^de a moft cruel ufe of his vi&ory, and, under pre- 
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but is 
himfelf 


This 


Cufans 


Hofe 


vaft num 


pofieffi 


-- JL,Q- 

Mufab , a man of great courage 
>rof Bafra ; and he had no foon- 


ibet rode into Bafra , upon a cropt- 
ear’d, bob-taild mule, with his cloaths rent, and called out 
in Arabic , help, help* It is probable that this incident 

icerted between Shebet and Mufab* 
of the matter, but 


who no fooner heard 


pronounced 


that the perfon who made the outcry muft be Shebet , and 
ordered him to be immediately brought before him. Shebet 
accordingly appeared, attended with a great number of Cu> 

who joined him in imploring Mufab's prote&ion 


Cufc 


Mufab 


was 


* 


Mahalleb 

Mu 


Perfu 


/ .— - — o # -• j *— - j j ; . o r 

ply of money, which enabled him to take the field againft 


jMochtar ^ 
my was entirely routed, 
thoufand men, retired to 


Mochtar 


Qufa. Mufab 


mediately in veiled the place,’and 
Vy Mufab defence made by Mochtar , took it, and put Mochtar with 

the whole garifon to the fword, on account of the enor¬ 
mous cruelties they had been guilty of. 

mi ♦ .1 i i / 


the fixty-feventh year of 
ve a prodigious charac- 
the fcourge of the ene- 



This 
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the Hejra, and the Arab authors 
ter of Mochtar , whom they tern 
mies of the houfe of AH. We 
the face of hiftory fufficient grounds for believing all the 
reat, things that have been tranfmitted of him, to be true, 
t is therefore reafonable to believe that the accounts of ma¬ 
ny of his actions and exploits have not come to our hands. 
But even from what appears, he muft have been a perfon 
of extraordinary refolution and intrepidity, by having, with 
a handful of enthufiafts under his command, defeated Obei- 
dallah and refilled fo long the the power of both the reigning 
califts. One circumftance. However, appears more than any 
other to have contributed to his fame, for he happened to be 
the father of a race of heroes,, who have rendered his name 
immortal amongft his countrymen. Upon his death, which 
happened in the fixty-feventh year of his age, his general 
lbrabim> took the oath of fidelity to Abdallah Zobeir , who 
became immediately mafter, not only of Cufa and its de¬ 
pendencies* but of all Armenia , Mefopotamia , and other 
provinces, over whom he appointed 
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Bat no fooner didthis great event happen,than another fetof The Ana- 
rebels, called, from their leader, Anarakites , ftarted up. They rakites 
were of a very extraordinary conftitution, for theydeclar- ftartup. 
edthemfelves profefled enemiesto all eftablifhed government, 
either in church or flate ; and to have a particular antipathy 
to the houfe of Ommiyah. They iffued, like fo many fa¬ 
t-ages, out of the interior parts of Perjia , and it is proba¬ 
ble that the backwardnefs which Mohalleb difcovered to 
join Mufab, was owing to his apprehenfions of them. At 
firft they over-run all Irak ,-as far as Madayen,-and every 
foot of their progrefs was marked by fome enormous aft 
of cruelty. Women with child were ript open, and no 
age norfex was fpared. One of them, lefs favage than the 
reft, fhewing fome inclination to fpare a lady of incom¬ 
parable beauty, who bad fallen into their hands, one of his 
companions upbraided him, as being an enemy to God, 
and immediately fmote off her head. Mohalleb, Alufab’s 
lieutenant in Armenia , and Mefopotamia , after the expedi¬ 
tion againft Mochtar was over, affembled a body of troops 
at Bajora , and came up with them at Shawlak, where, for 
the {pace of eight months, fcarce a day paffed without an 
engagement between the two armies. During this time 
Jzarak died, and Mufab being difpleafed with the conduft 
of his lieutenant Mohalleb , fubftituted Omar in his place. 

This newgeneral was fo fuccefsful, that he defeated the Ana- Their 
n?kto,with great daughter, in feveral engagements; but not great pro¬ 
till after they had done incredible damage in all the coun- grefs. 
tries, through which they paffed, having, after their being 
defeated feveral times, renewed their inroads, as far 'as Ma~ 
dcysn. 


During this war, many great revolutions happened in Ah dolma* 

Abdolmalec {till pretended to be the right- / ec ’ 2 expe 
ful calif, and would fuffer no cbmpetitor; but the vaft dition/ 


the Syrian califat. 


fucceffes of Mufab, his rival's Drotner, began now to a- 
larm him, and he refolved to bring matters to a decifive 
event, but he found himfelf under prodigious difficulties. 
A moft dreadful famine prevailed then all over Syria , 
and the weather continued fo uncommonly rainy, that he 
loft a whole campaign ; and, after feveral fruitlefs encamp¬ 
ments, found himfelf obliged to return to Damcfcus . Am- 
ru was, at this time, governor of that city ; he was nearly 
related to Abdolmalec-, and had been appointed to his go¬ 
vernment by Merwin, with a kind of an injunction to his 
fon Abdolmalec, to continue him in the fame afterhis death. 
Abdolmalec , upon his return to Ddmafcus , nniihed his pre¬ 
parations for renewing his expedition againft Mufab , and 
was taking leave of Amru , When the latter defired the ca- 
liff to confirm to him his government after his death, in 
.cafe he mould fall in his expedition to Irak. Abdolmalec 
very properly - thought, that fuch a perpetuity of power 
might prove defrimentarinhis family, and gave him a flat 

refufal. 
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rcfufal. It is obferved by hiftorians, that both the calif! 
and the governor were brought up in their infancy un^r I 

an old woman, who was of fo perverfe a difpofidon, that! 
her greaceft pleafure was in fhowing great partiality, 

the one, and then to the other, by turns, till at lafttheJ 
contracted a rooted averfion to each other, which iubfifted 
to the end of their lives. We may, therefore, fairly fuppofe 
that Abdallah’ s preferment, under Abdolmalec , was entirely 
owing to the authority of old Aderwan , and that the califf 
was glad of an opportunity to ruin him, which loon pre- 
. fented itfelf. 

Rebellion For Abdolmalec had no fooner left Damafcus , than Amu 
and death declared himfelf governor of it, independent of the caliif, 

©i Amru. which obliged the latter to abandon, at that time, all 

thoughts of his expedition againft Mufab , and to lead l\is 
troops back to Damafcus. Here a bloody civil War was 
. likely to enfue; till the women of the city rufliing between 
the two parties, reprel'ented that their differences muft ter- 
minate in the advancement of the Korcijh, that is of Abdal¬ 
lah Zsbeir to the califat. Their remonftrances were fo pa- 
thetical and eilential, that both the califf, and the governor, 
were brought into terms of accommodation ; to whichbotji 
of them agreed. 

But, this tranqility was of no long duration, Arnruvm 
weak enough to think that no prince can, from his heart, 
pardon an attempt againft his authority ; and, no doubt, 
he greatly trufted to his power within the city. Somedays 
after the accommodation was compleated, he was invited, or 
ordered, by the califf, to attend him. It was in vain for 
Amrus wife to attempt to diffuadc her hufband from obey¬ 
ing fo fufpicious a fummons. All the precautions he could 
be perfuaded to take, was to carry along v/ith him an hun¬ 
dred of his guards, and to put on a fliift of mail, and his 
fword. Wh en he came to the palace he entered it, attend¬ 
ed by his page, hut the gates were immediately fliut upon 
his other attendants. He was introduced to Abdolmalec, 
who, after ordering a Have to take off his fword, placed him 
by himfelf on a couch ; and, pulling from under thecufliion 
of his own chair a fet of fetters, he faid, he had made an 
oath to iron Amru y as foon as he was in his power j and 
now was his time to perform it, which his flaves accordingly 
did. The califf then pufhed his unmanly refen tmentfo 
far, as to knock out two of Amru’ s teeth, and the calift', 
taking one of them up, faid, that he had now put it out of 
bis power to pardon him ; fmee he was fure that Amru, 
after receiving fuch an injury, never could forgive him. 
Abdolmalec then ordered him to be beheaded, but was oblig¬ 
ed to leave the execution to the care of Abdolaziz, his bror 
-ither ; becaufe the evening prayers commanded himfelf 
away. Adola%l% mot chqofxng to perform fuch a butcherly 

effice upon fo near a relation, Abdolmalec found Amru alive 
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when he returned from his devotions, and endeavoured to 
kill him with his own hand. But finding he was armed 
with a lhirt of mail, under his cloaths, he commanded his 
flaves to throw him upon his back; and then he ran him 
through* In this feene of murder, it appears, that Ab- 
fobnaUc behaved like a thorough coward ; and we are told, 
that when he committed it, he was feiaed with fucha tremr- 
bling that his flaves were obliged to lay him upon a 
pouch. His terrors, no doubt, were increafed, by an at- 
femDt which was made b.y John , Amru’s brother, to refeue 

For fufpeding by his brother’s long abfence, how 


him 


about a thoufand 


matters went, he got together a party ot 
friends, domeftics, and flaves ; and after killing feveral of 
the califf’s guards, they forced their way into the palace, 
killing and wounding all that oppofed them. But Amnfs 
head being thrown out of the window, with fome money 
at the fame time, they foon, for obvious reafons, defifted 


like true barbarians, from their attemp 


f- 


John 


their leader to be taken prifoner, and condemned to lofe 
his head* 

The cruelty of the califf, however, feems to have been whofe’ 
no way agreeable to his friends, nor could he bring them brother is 


Johns execution, and that of fome other 
of his friends and relations. 


neroufly to difmifs them 


They advifed hin 
that if they (hould 


pardoned 


fall into his hands, fighting againft him, he would have a 
jufcifiable reafon for putting them to death. Upon this, they 
were releafed, and they went and joined the califf, Abdallah , 
at Mecca. Abdolmalec was fo fenfible of his perfidious pro¬ 
ceeding in all this affair, that he fent and demanded of Am- 
tus widow the articles of capitulation between him and her 


hufband, 


{he 
fhe had 


his winding-fhect, that they might enable him to plead his 
caul? with God, againft the califf. 

The difl'oltary manner in which the Greek, as well as the pjej 70 
drab, hiftorians of this time write, renders it impoflible to * 7 
afeertain to every year of the Hejra, its particular tranfi- 
aftions; and, undoubtedly many very important events 
happened in the period we are now deferibing. For we are 


4 


War 


certain that, in the feventieth year of the Hejra, there was twepn ^ 

jn the califat a bloody war, between Abdolmalec on the one 
fide - J ~ * 1 ’ • ■ ’ ’ • ca ‘ m s * 


Abdallah Zobeir , and 


brother Mu fab 


pther, which encouraged the (jreeks to make a vigorous 
irruption into the Syrian califf’s territories. Abdolmalec , 
finding himfelf unable to fight fo many powerful enemies 
at once, agreed to buy his peace wjth the Greeks , by pay¬ 
ing them a tribute of about feyen hundred pounds a week, 
though the G reek hiftorians make, the fum much larger^ 
?nd (ay it amounted to a thoufand dinars a day, befides a 

of three hundred and fixty-five flaves, and the fame 

. number 
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number of true Arab-brcA horfes. But the laft circumftane 
renders the other part? of the relation fufpicious, becauf 
Abdallah was at that time in pofleflion of all the countr 
where thofe fine horfes are produced. It is not at all, how' 
ever, unlikely, that the Greeks might have obliged Abdal 
lab) at'the fame time, to pay a tribute of the fame kind, hi 
having the fame reafon that Abdolmalec had for fubmittinj 
to fuch a demand. 

The Syrian califF whofe territories were more contigious, 
and his ftrength more complete, than thofe of his compel 
titor, was now atleifure to undertake an expedition again!] 
Abdallah Zobeir , and being immenfely rich, he fent one 
Kaled to form a party for him amongft the Bafrans , whom 
Mufab ftill governed. We are told that Mufab , fome time 
before this, had carried to Mecca an immenfe quantityol 
wealth, both in money and effe&s, which he diftributed 
amongft: the Arabs . This, no doul 
lee in his fcheme of getting over the 
to have fucceeded in it. For though 
Kaled’s arrival, he could not get him 
exafperated him fo much, that, calling together the chief 
Bafrans , he reproached them fo feverely, and to render 
them ftill more averfe to his intereft, Abdolmalec , at the 
fame time, fent a letter to Ibrahim , the fon of Afhtar , which 
that.faithful Arab) or rather Irakian, delivered, fealedasit 


Bafrat 

Mufab 


Mufab) who, breaking 
ed an offer from the S\ 


was, into the hands or 
ceived that it contaii 
Ibrahim) of the government of Irak, if he would declare for 
him. Ibrahim then giving Mufab the ftrongeft affurancesof 
his fidelity, he advifed him to proceed in the moft fevere 
manner againft the Irakians in Abdolmalec' s intereft. But 


Mufab 


that advice; which he 


and his brother had afterwards caufe to repent of, and con¬ 
tinued his preparations to refift Abdolmalec.^ 

In the mean while, the Syrians) efpecially thofe of Da- 


fc 


the'utmoft confternation, at Abdolmalec % 


ft 


quences which muft happen to Syria, if he was defeated, 
divert him frofn his purpofe. The truth is. he had brought 


o- 

men of Irak . He 


Mufab 


perfon upon his expedition. 

Mufab , who was an excellent general, became, but too 
late, fenfible what a perfidious race the Irakians were- He 
however affembled his troops, and marched to a place called 
Marfkin , lying between the famous city Tadmor , or Palmyra) 


and th 


fayb 


the head of his army. A battle being inevitable, Abdol- 
make appeared very anxious to inform himfelf concerning 

tome of the great Irakians 3 and finding that thofe whom he 

molt 
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ft doubted, or dreaded, were not along with Mufab , he 
ffured both himfelf and officers of fuccei's; well knowing 

die difpofition of moft of- thofe who were in Mufab’’ s 

Ibrahim, Mufab's faithful friend, began the attack fo.fu- 
rioufly, that he drove Mahomet, the fon of Aaron, Abdol- 
makc s general on the oppofite wing, from his ground, with 
eat daughter ; but frefh troops, with the califf at their 
jj ea( j coming to Mahomet's affiftance, Ibrahim was attacked 
j n his turn, defeated, and killed. This, his death, was a 
fatal blow to Mufab, who had fcarce a friend remaining 
among all his officers. The principal Irakians either joined 
Mdohnalec , or laid down their arms, or refufed to fight. 

Mufab perceiving this, called out in great anguifh of fpirit, 

0 Ibrahim, Ibrahim! but I have no Ibrahim to day j then 
addreffing himfelf to his fon, who was a ftripling of fix- 
teen, or feventeen years of age, hedefired him to make the 
beft of his way, with a party of horfe, to Mecca, and in¬ 
form his uncle Ibrahim of the Irakian’s perfidy. But the 
generous youth declared he would not abandon his father, 
infuch extremity, and offered to attend him if he would re¬ 
tire to Bafra, from whence he might go to Mecca, where 
he might join his brother. Mufab's fpirit could not fuffer 
him to fubmit to fly, upon any terms. He faid it never 
fliould be mentioned amongft the Koreijh, that he had enter- / 
ed the facred temple of Mecca as a fugitive. Abdohnalec , 
who had formerly a perfonal friendfhip fox Mufab, informed 
of the generous behaviour of him and his fon, offered him 
quarter, and both of them were killed, fighting by one Magnan 
another’s fides, after having deftroyed many of the Syrians, m ity ofan. 
From what has fallen from the Arab authors, it appears, 'Arab* 
however, as if Mufab had been killed by one of his own 
men. 

It appears, both from the Greek and Arab hiftorians, that Reply of 
Abdohnalec, before he let out upon this expedition, had j 0 hn to 
taken his meafures fo well, that he had nothing to fear, but 'Abdolma - 
from Mufab, and the few faithful adherents he had. For, 
having gained the battle of Marfiin, Cttfa opened her gates 
to the conqueror, and all Irak, both Babylonian and Perftan, 
fubmitted to hisfway. After he entered Cufa , he enquired 
after Amnis brother, John, who had joined Mufab. But 
the foldiery refufed to produce him, unlefs he would pre- 
vioufly affure them of his fafety which Abdohnalec, though 
nettled, copfented to. John being brought before him, 
“Wretch,” faid Abdohnalec , after renouncing thy allegiance 
to me, with what face canft thou appear before Cod ?” 
7 ^»anfwered, “ With that very face he has given mei” 
and then took a frefh oath of allegiance to the califf. 

Abdolmalec , was now on the high tide of profperity. Be¬ 
fore he left Damafcus, he had extinguilhed all the remains 

of Amrus faction, and he had now nothing to fear, but 

2 from 
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from Abdallah Zobeir , who ftill continued at Mecca, ft 
therefore gavealoofe to joy, and not only, contrary (o jjj s 
natural parilmony, diftributed large fums of money amonpft 
the IrakianSy but ordered a magnificent entertainment t 0 
be given to all the inhabitants of Cufa , at which he him. 
felf prefided. Amongft other guefts was an old Maizumite 
who was particularly carefled by the cal iff. He alked him 
what was his favourite difh, he anfwered, “ An afs’s head 
highly feafoned, and wellroafted.” “ What do you fay’’ 
replies the califf, <c to a fhoulder, or a leg, of a fuckin# 
lamb, covered with butter and milk ?” This incident is 
not too mean to be recorded, becaufe, as Mr. Ocbfyhu 
very juftly obferved, it proves the cookery of the Arabs was 
the fame then as in the days of Abraham. 

By this and fome other pafl'ages related on the fame occa- 
fion by the beft Arab authors, Abdolmalec appears to have 
been a man of great affability and wit. He was of a family 
diftinguifhed for their poetical talents , than which, nothing 
could endear them more to the people of the Eatt; particu¬ 
larly the Perfians, and the Arabsy when he was at the height 
of his entertainment, he broke out in verfe into the following 
beautiful exclamation, 

IVerc a Jhadaiv but lajlingy how fweet were our lives f 

After fupper, he defired to be inttrucled by the old Mai- 
xumite concerning the antiquities of the cattle of Cufa , and 
the information he received, occafioned his breaking out in¬ 
to another poetical rapture, upon the frail ftate of fublunary 
things, which, under all the difadvantages of a tranflation, 
is very juft and affecting. Being returned from viewing the 
cattle he threw himfelf upon his fofa, and was proceeding 
in his poetical ejaculations, when the head of Mufab was 
brought before him. Upon viewing it he ordered the bear¬ 
er to be paid one thoufand dinars, but he refufed totakea 
farthing, becaufe he laid I killed him out of a private refent-? 
nient I had againft him, and not on the califFs account. 
Upon this, one of the company made the following remark¬ 
able obfervation, I faw faid he, in this very cattle, the head 
of Hof in prefented to O be ida llab, I faw Obeidallab’s prefented 
to Mochtai'y I faw Mochtars prefented to Mufab , and now I 
fee Mufab 's prefented to you. This fpeech touched the ca¬ 
lif}'fo lenfibly, that he ordered the cattle to be inftantly de-i 
molifhed, not fo much perhaps for any faith he had in omens,- 
as that he was willing to take an opportunity of taking front 
a perfidious, treacherous, and inconttant people,- their ftrong 
hold. 



of the 


Azat a- 

iues. 


The next ftep taken by Abdolmalec was to reduce Mawfc /,- 
winch was governed by Mohalleby for Mufab. Mohalleb was 
at this time at war with the Azarakiies in that neighbourhood 
who were enemies equally to both califfs. But when he and 
his army uncierftood that Mj/i//; was defeated and dead, they 
very readily took theath of allegiance to Abdolmalec, for which 
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|}. E y we re feverely reproached by the Azarakites. The firftufe 
\ 0 slmalec made of it was to appoint Kaled the fon of Abdallah 
Itobe governor of Bafra , who appointed Mohallcb , amoft excel¬ 
lent general, to a civil employment, that of treafurer of Bafra t 
land the command of Mohalleb 9 s army was given to Abdalaziz, 
h a le}s brother. This ill judged alteration of the command 

Lye (itch fpirits to the Azarakites , that they advanced againft 

|jltdalazizf routed his army, put himfelf to flight, and toolc 
|his wife prifoner. While the captors were debating among 
jthcail'elves concerning the value of the lady’s ranfom, which 
|v.’2s propofed to be fixed atone hundred thoufand dinars, one 
jof the chief amongft them, fwore (he (ho uId not efcape fo, 

[and inftantly ftruck off her head, to prevent, as he faid, any 
farther difpute amongft his brethren. When Abdolmalec was 
informed by Kaled of this defeat, he fent a very fharp letter 
to Kaled) for lending his brother to command againft the 
Uzarakites, and for keeping by his fide in the quality of a 
tax-gather, fo compleat a general as Mohalleb , who he em¬ 
phatically termed the fon and grandfon of war. He ordered Mchalhbs 
him at the fame time to reftore Mohalleb to his command, f ucce f s 
and to do nothing without his advice ; proVr.ifing that his a o a i n ft 
brother Bajhar whom he made governor of Cufii, (hould t h e m. 
join him with five thoufand Cufans , in his march to Ehwaz 
againft: the Azarakites^ which he accordingly did, and the 
whole army encamped at Ehwaz , the head city of a territory 
of that name, and fituated upon a navigable river, the Dt~ 
ifpolis of the Greeks, and the Ormuz of the Perfiam . It ap¬ 
peals that the Syrian generals had an abfolute contempt for 
the Azarakites , for one-of them being reprehended by Mo - 
ialleb , for not intrenching the divifion, his reply was, that 
he minded the enemy no more than he did a camels fart. 

The reader we hope will excule the homelirefs of this ex- 
prellion, which is here inferted from the Arab authors, only 
to give him the ftronger idea of thole extraordinary people. 

Mohalleb who knew better, checked the officer for his con¬ 
tempt of the enemy, and allured both him and the other 
generals, that they were about to encounter the lions of 
Arabia.' Obferving that fome (hips were lying in the river, 
his advice was, that it would be greatly for the califPs fer- 
vice to feizq them ; but the enemy, before that could be ef¬ 
fected, had the precaution to burn them. He then gave 
orders, that the camp fiiould be ftrongly Intrenched, and 
both armies lay, inactive, and in fight of one another, for 
twenty days. It is probable that by the expiration of that 
that time, the Azarakites were greatly diftreffed for want of 
provifions. For the califf’s generals then attacked them, 
and the Azarakites after making a moft defperate refiftancc r 
were put to flight. David one of the calift’s general officers 
was font to purfue them with a body of horfe, and by the 
califf’s exprefs orders was reinforced by Bajher with a fre(h 
bod y of five thoufand men t but the whole of David’s de¬ 
tachment 
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tachment returned to Ehwaz , from the purfuit in a mol 
nfiferable condition, almoft all of them having loft their h or „ 
fes returned on foot, tho* the rebels feemed at that time tc 
have been difperfed. 

Hiltory So many unforefeen difficulties, had hitherto prevented 
and death the califf Abdolmalec from advancing in his main expedition 
of Abdal- againft Abdallah Zobier, who ftill remained mafter of Mecca, 
lah Zobier and both the Arabias when the news of Mufab’s defeai 
and his came to Abdallah. He then aflembled the people, and in 2 
mother* manly, but pious and pathetic fpeech, he informed themoi 

what had happened. He exhorted them to behave bravely, 
“ and by God added he, we will not die on our beds, but 
puftiing our lances ; and fighting under the fhadow ol 
fwords. As for this world it only diverts us from joining 
the king of kings, and whofe dominions fhall not perifn 
nor his kingdom pafs away. Should the prefent world fmileup¬ 
on me, I ihall not regard it with immoderate joy ; nor Ihall 
I bewail its frowns with indecent forrow, what i had to fay 
I have faid ; and now I beg pardon of God, both for my. 
felfandyou”. Notwithftanding this pathetic fpeech, the 
vaft fuccefs that Abdolmalec had, ftruck fuch confternation 
into Abdallah's followers, that many of them deferted him; 
but all who remained, refolved to ftand by him to the laft, 
and they made the moft effectual difpofitions for defending 
Mecca. 

Abdolmalec , about this time, prepared to return to Syria, 
where his prefence was wanted, and he gave the command 
of his army to Hejaye. He was a man who inherited the 
virtues and abilities, as well as eloquence of the deals, 
during the three firft califats ; but at the fame time, he pof- 
felled their vices, for he was not only fevere, but cruel 
We are told, that one motive which prevailed with dbdol- 
malec to give him the command of this army, was, that Ha- 
jaye , pretended that he had a dream in which he thought h< 
had taken and flead Abdallah Zobier. The reader is toobfem 
that we mention thofe fabulous incidents, not on accouni 
of their veracity, but of the policy of inventing and adap¬ 
ting them, becaufe undoubtedly whether they were true01 
falfe, they had next to the effcdl of oracles, on a fuperflitioui 
and an ill-informed people.. 

Abdallah had the precaution to take poffeffion of al! thi 
defiles that led to Mecca , but his troops were beat from then 
all; and Hejaye at laft formed the fiege of that city, after re¬ 
ceiving a ftrong reinforcement Horn Abdolmalec. He loo! 
poffeffion of mount Arafat , and thereby the Mahometans 0 
both parties were deprived of their pilgrimages to Mecca 
Thofe under Abdallah could not perform theirs, becaufe thei 
enemies were in poffeffion of that facred mount, nor cou!< 
thofe under Hejaye , perform theirs, becaufe Abdallah wa 
poffeffed of the facred temple. The fiege of Mecca howeve 

continued with great fury for eight months and feventeei 

■ day 
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days during which time the Syrian califPs troops, efpecially 
.when they attacked the quarter of the holy temple, were fo 
intimidated by violent {forms of thunder and lightning, that 
they were upon (he point of abandoning the fiege, but were 
ftjjf encouraged by Hajayc , to continue it, partly by his 
o-vn heroical conduct,. and partly, by the feveral .religious 
dflufions he invented to allure them of fuccefs. It. muff not. 
be forgotten here, that- when Haj aye entered the territories of 
Arab'ui or Hajay e (for fo both Arul'ms are termed) he made a 
proclamation in AbclAmalec s name, alluring.all toe tabs who t 
remained quiet, of the caliiFs protection. This, undoubt-, 
edly was one of the reafons why the garrifon of Mecca under 
Abdallah was unable to make head again ft Hajaye^ who told; 
his troops that the ftorms of thunder and lightning they met 
with were not more prejudicial to them than to their ene- 

Tvlnt nnlv tpn rhnufand of the inhabitants of Mecca , 


mies 


__ two fons by this time bad gone over to Hejaye t ; n g f cen 

and made terms for theml'elves. Upon this Abdallah , who between 
was himfelf at this time about feventy two years of age, re- them, 
paired to his mother who was about ninety, to take her. ad¬ 
vice how he ftiould proceed, whether he Ihould take the 
very tempting offers made to him by Hejaye , or fight it out to 
the laft. Her anfwer was, “that if he knew himfelf to be 
in the right he ought to perfevere in it to the laft drop of his 
blood; and not to become a feoff a^d fcorn to the boy's of 
the Ommiyah family, but, added fhe, if thou chofeft the prefent 


world, alas ! 


deftroyed 


and 


thofe who have fallen with thee in thy caufe. To plead that 
thou haft deferted the caulie of truth, becaufe thy friends 
have deferted thee, is the part neither of a brave nor ; a. reli¬ 
gious man. How long haft thou to live ? death is now eli¬ 
gible. Upon this Abdallah kififed bis mothers hand, faying, 
by God thefe are the fentiments in which I have perfevered 
to this very day, and in which I .will dye. Therefore Q 
mother look upon me ihenceforth as a dead man: nor let 
your grief be immoderate, butrefign yourfelf to God’s com¬ 
mand, for your Ton hath not-flood in the footfteps of the 


fcandalous, nor 


of 


prevaricated in the judgement of God, nor dealt treacher- 
oufly in giving his faith: nor fupported himfelf by doing 
injury to anyperfon that delivered up himfelf or entered into 


covenant; 


. UAU : I XIJ V4 

I aDDroved of, b 


offi 


"was there any thin 
my lord. O Go 



preferred 


dipu knoweft that I do not .fay this for 


the juftification of myfelf but to comfort 
Ihemay receive confolation after my death. ” 

This ad of felf devotion was well fupported by the devo¬ 
tee. ^ Abdallah's mother encouraged him by all means to try 
the HTue. His anfwer was, “ God give thee a good reward 
0 mother! you \yill not ceafe praying for me both before 

Vql. VI. ' R an* 
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and after. *’ She anfwered M that I never (hall, others are kil¬ 
led in vain, but thou for the truth. O God ! be merciful to 
him for his watchfulnefs in the long nights, and his diligence 
and his piety towards his father and me; O God I reiign 
myfelf to what thou {hall command concerning him ; I am 
pleafed with what thou doft decree ; give me in Abdallah 
the reward of thofe that are grateful and perfevering”. After 
this affefting fcene was over, Abdallah for ten days made a 
manly and noble defence. But finding that he could hold 
out no longer, he came to take leave of his mother, and 
told her that he was now arrived at the laft day of his life, 
while he embraced her, fhe felt that he had upon him a Ihirt 
of mail, which (he councelled him by all means to lay afide 
as he was refolved to die. He was weak enough to exprefs 
fame concern about what might happen to his body after 
his death, and file bravely told him, that a fheep when it 
was once killed, was not fenfible of being flayed. She then 
gave him a draught ftrongly impregnated wiihm ufk, which 
has a frupifying quality, and rendered him infenfibleof dan¬ 
ger; and took a mod tender leave of him. He then went 
out and after performing prodigies of valour, in killing a 
vaft number of his aflailants, he repeated an Arabian verfe, 
implying, that his blood did not fall upon his heels, but up¬ 
on his feet ; meaning that he did not fly from his enemies, 
foop after he was killed, upon which Hejaye fell down and 
worfhipped. His head was cut off, but the mufk he had 
drank perfumed his body, which hung for fome time expo- 
fed in the air. His enemies, and Abdolmalec himfelf did juf- 
tice to his valour and conftancy. 

AbiolmiUc By death of Abdallah, Abdolmalec became foie califf. 
foie califf. Abdallah's virtues were long remembered amongft the Arabs, 

' but not to mention his predominant vice, which was that 
of avarice; the Arabs , efpecially the great men amongft 
them, had no idea of money but for the purpofes of ambition, 
and therefore a man who loved to hoard up money amongft 
them, was looked upon as a kind of a prodigy, and this gave 
rife to a common faying with them, that in the time of Ab¬ 
dallah Zobier , no man wa$ ever known to be brave without 
being generous. 

The reduction of Abdallah Zobier was attended with the 
moft advantageous confequences to Abdoltnalec. His gene¬ 
rals repulfed the Greeks , who began to prefume too much 
upon the oppofition he met with, and had invaded part of 
the califat, but thofe tranfa&ions are very obfeurely tranf- 
mitted by the Moflem, as well as the Greek authors. All 
the particulars we learn are, that Mahomet the fon of Merwan 
loflanarmy of one hundred thoufand men, which, as governor 
of Armenia and Mefopotamia , he fent againft his enemies* But 
foon after he attacked them with a body of forty thoufand 
fchoice troops, drove them into their temples and reduced 

them to afnes. Many other tranfa&ions of the fame kind 

happened 
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happened about the fame time, but in fadt, the nathes of 
places are fo much confounded and miftaken by Modem au¬ 
thors, that it is impoffible to be particular; It appears 
however in the main, that upon the death of Abdallah 
%obier the dominions of the califat were greatly extended. 

Hejaye to whom the cal iff Abdolmalec feems to have com¬ 
mitted an unlimitted authority, treated the inhabitants of Hejaye 
Mecca with vaft feverity. He even ftigmatized them upon appointed 
feveral parts of the body, to render them infamous j andru- governor 
led over both Mocca and Medina in the moil defpotic man- of Mecca* 
ner. This condudt rendered his government fo unpopular 
that the Azarakites again began to itir, upon which A'ndolma - 
lec, made Hejaye governor of Irak, Chora fan, and Sigj/ian, 

Bajhar, Abdolmalec’s brother, being then dead. He iigna- 
lized the beginnings of his new government with a£s of 
the utmoft cruelty. He affedled a prodigious regard for the 
memory of Othman ; and to be the avenger of his death ; 
butatlaft, his enormous cruelties exafperated the people of 
Cufa fo much, that they rebelled, and a pitched battle was 
fought, in which Hejaye was victorious. But in the mean 
while the Azarakites continuing (fill reftlefs, Hejaye ordered his cruet- 
a general, Aidalrajnan , to attack them ; but joined Mohal- ty. 

/^with him in the command. At firft they obtained many 
advantages over the Azarakites ; but Abdalrainan, difdaining 
Mohalleb’s advice, was furprifed by the Azarakites ; and both 
himfclf and his army were cut in pieces. 

Notwith(landing thofe vaft fuccefles. of Abdolmalec , he 
was far from being quiet upon his throne. It was plain that Remarksu 
it might be leized by any fortunate enthufiaft, who, by his blehifto* 
hypocrify could delude the people into an opinion of his rv of Sba* 
fandtity. Two men of that charadler, Shaleh, and Shebib, leh and 
confptred againft him, and he gave Hejaye orders to fecure Shebib, 
them; but Shaleh, by the force of hypocrify, grounded his 
intereft fo well at Cufa, that he remained fecure therb, while 
Shebib was making preparations for an infurre&ion in 
other quarters. All the forces, however, that they could 
raife, did not amount to above one hundred and twenty- 
men ; but they were enthufisfls, and therefore terrible: 

They, advanced to Dara, in Mefopotamia, where Mahomet, 
the fon of Merwan was governor; and Shaleh was theri de¬ 
clared califf. Mahomet, defpifmg their numbers, ordered 
one of his officers, Adi, to march againft them with five 
hundred men. Adi, very properly remonftrated to 
him, that five hundred men, were no match 
for one hundred and twenty enthufiafts, and declined 
the command; upon which he was ordered another five 
hundred. But, even with this vaft fuperiority of numbers* 
he was very unwilling to, engage the rebels. He fent a mef- 
lenger to Shaleh, to inform him, that if he pleafed to invade 
any other province, he fibould meet with no oppofition from 

& 2 him. 
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Shaleh 
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HISTORY 

That if Mahomet 


meafures of the tyrants,” meaning Mdclmalec , and his go¬ 
vernors, “ he mult encounter him and, without any 
more to do, he attacked Adi, while he was faying the noon 
prayers, and put him to the route, and made himfelf maf- 
ter of his camp. Upon this fhameful defeat, Mahomet 
ave the command of three thoufand men, in feparate bo¬ 



les 


Hareth 


timation, that whoever came up firft with the rebels, fliould 
command the other. This occafioned them to make fuch 
expedition, that they kept equal pace, and the rebels were 
attacked by both at once. It is obferved by the Mojlem au¬ 
thors themfelves, that one of the rebels could beat ten, nay, 
twenty, of the califf’s troops, and the event juftified that 

For, the rebels having cut in pieces the califf’s 


ght on foot, and made it a 


opinion. 

horfe, obliged his generals to 
drawn battle. But Shaleh, after the battle was over, con- 
fulting Shebib they thought proper to retreat, which they 
did, firft to Manftle , and from thence to Defcarah , where 
they were attacked by a body of five thoufand men, fent 


The 


Great re¬ 
putation 

of the lat - 
ter. 


_ o _ Mahomet , under Hareth 

them the fineA troops in the empire 
by this time reduced to the number of ninety, but they be¬ 
haved with incredible fpirit. For, though Shaleh was kil¬ 
led upon the fpot, Shebib made a mafterly retreat to a neigh¬ 
bouring caftle, from whence, in'the night time, he made a 
fally, and defeated Hareth ’s troops. 

So furprifing a victory gained Shebib fuch reputation, that 
he was foon joined by greater numbers, and defeated the 
califf 

even made himfelf mafter of Cufa. Hej ^ 
to apply to Abdolmalec himfelf for a reinforcement, which 
was fent him, and a new battle enfued, in which Shebib was 
defeated ; and his brother, and his wife, who it feems 
fought along with him, were both of them killed, and She¬ 
bib was obliged to abandon 


feverai fubfequent battles ; and, at M, 


Soft 


'lifa. He was purfued into 

generals, who, not- 


tfra. He was in every refpedl a molt extraor- 


withftanding his vaft fuperiority of numbers, was feverai 
times defeated by Shebib , but he himfelf, at laft, was over* 
come, and drowned in a river, which difeharges itfelf into 

th _ ...... 

dinary man ; his mother is faid to have been a Chriftian, 
but, out of love to his father, fhe embraced Mahome- 
tanifm ; and, we are told by the Moftem authors, feverai 
extravagant {lories, both of his birth and death. He was 
fucceeded, as head of th 


Katri 


was defeated by the califf’s troops, and, with the lofs of 


four thoufand men, was obliged 


fhelter in Ta 


They re- borijla . 
tire to Ta- tion. They, "however, made him a moft ungrateful rc- 

boriftan. turn, for in a fhort time they commanded him either to 

profef* 
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profefs Mahometanifm, or to pay them a yearly tribute ; 
and, upon his refufal, they drove him into the califf’s do¬ 
minions. The name of this prince was AJhid ; he implo¬ 
red the califf’s protection, and received it; for, notwith- 
fhnding their difference m religion, he furnifhed AJhid 
with a body of troops, with whom he re-enrered his own 
dominions, and defeated and killed Katri. The reader is 
toobferve, that, according to the moft probable accounts, 
the kingdom Taberijian , is no other than the Hircana of the 
antients, and is a mountanous trad: of ground, celebrated 
for the wild beafts it contains. About this time, Mahomet^ Death of 
M's grandfon, but not by the daughter of the prophet, Mobomtt. 
died. By all accounts, he was the fon of one of Alt 3 s 
wives, by a former marriage. He appears to have been a Hej. 76. 
quiet and inoffenfive man, and many of the Mojlems them- 
feives acknowledged him to be the true Iman, or fucceffor A.D.695. 
of Mahomet. 

We are now arrived at the feventy-fixth year of the Hejra, State of 
and it is not only difficult, but perhaps impofiible, to give the arts, 
the reader any fatisfa&ory account of the progrefs which and pow- 
learning and civil policy had then made in the vaft em-er, and 
pire of the califat. Aftronomy, from the fartheft date of - 
time, had been a favourite ftudy of the Arabs . The mild- 
nefs of their climate, and the clearnefs of their air, gave 
them many advantages in obferving the motions of the 
heavens; and every houfe they had was a kind of an ob- * 
fervatory, for the roofs being flat, they confulted the mo¬ 
tions of the caeleftial bodies, while they lay in bed, which 
generally was upon the roof of the houfe. They feemed 
likewile, to have had a particular caff for the fludy of me¬ 
dicine; and fome of their authors are, even in Europe , 
now celebrated for that knowledge. Their talent in poetry 
has been more than once mentioned, in the courfe of this 
work, nor is it too bold to fay, that every Arab was a poet; 
the genius of their language not permitting them to be o- 
therwife. This, perhaps, was the only art which the en- 
thufiaftic madnefs and ambition of the times which we are 
treating of, did not injure ; for there feems to have been 
a long interruption of all other knowledge. The califfs of policy of ‘ 
the houfe of Omtniyah, however, appear by no means to the cali- 
have been enemies to the liberal arts and fciences. They fat. 
particularly improved architecture ; for, about this time • 
many of tne mean edifices, that had been erected by Maho - 
met, the impoftor, and the firft caltffs, were pulled down ; 
and others, more grand and fuperb, were ere&ed in their . 
ftead. 'But their tafte did not keep pace with their magni¬ 
ficence j and they were the authors of what is, very impro¬ 
perly, termed the Gothic architecture, in Europe. It does .The ca- 
not even appear, that, before this year, they had even ijff s co iu 
turned their thoughts towards a coinage ; which in all other m0 ney, 

conftitutions is confidered as being of the utmoft impor- , • 

R 3 tance 
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tance and convenience The truth is, the rapidity of their 
conquefts furnifiied the califFs with more money than they 
had occafion for; nor did their frugal manners, and abllemious 
way of life, give them leave to fpend the'money they acquired. 
The Greek mint furniflied them with dinars, and their 


Perfu 


The 


califat, and the tribute which the califf had agreed to pay 
to the Greek emperor, had infpired the latter with fome opi. 
nion of fuperiority, and he infifted upon the califf’s omit, 
ing in his letters, the high encomiums which, by the form 
of them, were bellowed upon Mahomet ; threatening, that 
if he did not, he would order a coinage of money, which 


fhould mention Mah 
vourable manner. This 


upon its coins, in a very unfa- 

4 1 % V ■ • " 


Breach 


Abdolmalec fo, as to think of fetting up a mint of his 
own, which he accordingly did, about the year 691. The 
coinage, at firft, was very rude, and the money contained 
only certain Arab texts, and fayings, from the Koran : but 
afterwards it improved, both in the linenefs of the metal, 
and the elegance of the workmanlhip. 

The court of Coxjiantinople looked upon this new Ara¬ 
bian coinage as anintrufion upon their prerogative, and not 
only refufedto receive their tribute in that money, but de¬ 
clared war againft Abdolmalec- Jufiinian II. was then em¬ 
peror of Greece , and Abdolmalec gave the command of his 

Mahomet, This . 


between ed the treaty of fubfidy between the califf and the Greeks 
Abdolma- to be carried before him upon the point of a fpear, and he 
he and engaged the enemy in the neighbourhood of Sebajlapolis. 
the Greek At firft he was beat, but he afterwards found means to gain 
emperor, over from the emperor’s fervice twenty thoufand Sclavi, by 

which he was enabled to defeat the Greeks with great {laugh¬ 
ter ; and he even continued, for fome time, mailer of all 

At 


According to the Greek authors, a quiver full of 
dinars, of gold coins, was the bribe, which brought over 

After Mahomet 
turn, was guilty of great 
cruelties over the Greek proviuces. Other commotions, 


-the general of the Sclavi to join the Arabs. 
became vidtorious, he, in his 


about this time, happened in different parts of the caiifat, 
particularly in Korafan , which, we are told, were attended 
with great llaughter of the Arabs \ but we are made acquaint¬ 
ed, by their authors, of few or no particulars. 

Procrefs The war between the califf and the Greek emperor con- 
ofthe tinued till the feventy-feventh year of the Hejra, when 
war Alid , one of Abdolmalec ’s generals, invaded the Greek ter- 

‘ * ritories,and carried off a vaft number of prifoners. About the 

fame time, we are told, that Sergius, a partrician, rebelled 
againft the Greek emperor, and betrayed Bazlca> and Barnucium , 
to the Mahometans. In the feventy-eightth year of the Hejra 
the Arabs made themfelves mailers of all the territory belong¬ 
ing to the antiept Carthage , but were foon expelled by on® 
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*¥ohn, a Greek partrician, a general of great couraf 
experience, in war. The Modems, however, repair* 

Ioffes, and again invaded Afric , with a vaft fleet, 
was obliged to abandon that country, and to embark, with 

for Conjiantinople . " 


Hi 


John 


his 


troops, ror ^onjiantinopie . But, we are told, that 
about this, time a rebellion brok out in Perfia , under one 
Abdalraman, an Arab, who expelled the califf *s governor 
♦hrrp. but was fuoDorted bv Mahomet „ who defeated Abdal - 


raman, and reinitiated their former governor, who is term¬ 


ed the Kakhau, in the government of Perfia. The 
lars of this rebellion are extremely curious. Hejaye •, who 
ilill continued in great power and credit under Abdolmalec y 
grew jealous of this Abdalrahman , and ordered him to march 

againihhe Kakhan, L r --’ r " 1 ' 

rahman plainly faw. 


Pcrfii 


Abdal 


that he and his troops were deftined to 
deftru&ion. He acquainted his army of this, and they im¬ 
mediately fwore vengeance again# Hejaye , and allegiance to 
Abdalrahman. Upon this Abdalrahman cl apt up a peace with 


Hej 


Cufa. In the mean while Hej 


Bafi 


ing reinforced by the califf, who (till continued to lupport 
him, notwithftanding the enormous cruelties he had been 
guilty of in his government, was again defeated by Abdal - 
rahman , who was now at the head of an hundred thoufand 
men. But Hejaye being continually fupplied with rein¬ 
forcements, by the califf, at laft defeated Abdalratnan , who 
was obliged to have recourfe to his ally Zentil , who, we are 
told, affifted him with an army of fixty thoufand men. 

Our Arab authors are not at all clear with regard to this Suppreft 
Zentil. Sometimes he is called a Kakhan , fometimes the go- by Hejaye 
vernorof Perfia , under the califf ; and fometimes the king 
of the Turks. It is poflible he might have been all thefe; 
fortheTwrfo, about this time, began to make a figure in 
Afta ; and the califf, might find it very convenient to take 
their princes, and leading men into his fervice. Be this as 


killed. 

In tl 
Hejaye 


Zentil was defeated by Hejaye 


the 


Abdalrahman was 

% 

r of the Hejra, Wafet was built by Wafet 
Tygris, at an equal diftance, be- built. 

and Ahwas ; whereby it 


tween Cnfa , Bafra, 

obtained its name, which in the Arab language fignifies, 
the middle. This is almoft the only clearly afcertained fa£t 
which we know, of this time ; for the Modem authors are 
extremely undetermined as to the dates of other particulars; 
though many of importance happened. Herachus , a Greek 
general, invaded Syria as far as Samofata , and we are told, 
aeftroyed no fewer than two hundred thoufand Arabs , and 
marched to Capadocia , loaded with immenfe plunder. On The 
the other hand, we are told, that the Arabs , under one Ab- j£ ra b s j n - 
dallah } made an irruption into the Greek empire, and laid V ade the 


R 


liege 
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Greek em- fiege to Antaradus ; but mifcarried in their attempt. Tjjj 
J?ire. Armenians, likewife, drove the Arabs out of their country 

which was focn after recovered by Mahomet, one of the 
califf’s generals,, who burnt alive all the Armenians who had 
.been principally concerned in the revolt- After this, the 
... ..califf’s troops invaded Cilicia , and laid fiege to Sipm 
/ which they took and deftroyed. But, foon after this, they 

were encountered by Heraclius, an imperial general, who 
but are totally defeated them, and cut twelve thousand of them in 
defeated, pieces. The Arabs,, upon this occafion, were commanded 
* ‘ by one Azib. Nothing of note happened after this during 

the life-tipie of Abdohnaiec , who died juft as tranquility 
began to be reftored to his government. The difeafe 
which proved mortal to him.appears to have been a dropfy 4 
becaule he was tort ured, at the time of his death, with ex¬ 
treme thirft, hut was prohibited all kinds of liquors by his 
phyficians. While he was in the agony of hisdiftemper, he 
galled to his daughter Fatima for liquor but ftje was pre¬ 
vented from giving him any, for a while, by his fon JVuiid, 
Death wh.orp he threatened to difinherit. At I aft Fatima, unable 

to fee the torture he endur ed, gave him. the liquor he afleed 
for, which he no fooner drank than he expired, in the 
twenty-fecond year of his ieign,and about the fixciethofhis 
life. 

Abdolmalec was of a middle ftature, a large beard and 
and cha- belly, and a gaping mouth. As to his intellc&ual qualities, 
yafter of avarice is faid to have been his predominant vice. But, 
Abdolma- during the ccurfe of his reign, he feems to have known fo 
■fee, well how to lay out his money, that hi$ greateft fuccefles 

were owing to his liberality. His covetpulhefs, therefore, 
.was not fo much of the retentive, as of the rapacious, kind, 
which procured him, from his fubjeiSts, the denomination 
of, the fvveat of a ftoue. In all other refpedfs he was atn.tn 
of great capacity, learning, and politenefs. None of his 
fubjedls exceeded him in wifdem and aculenefs ; but in his 
petion he was unamiable, and it is f;id, that the ftench of 
bis breath killed flie?. It is greatly to be lamented, that 
both the Arab and Greek authors have been fo carHefs in 
tranfmitting to us the particulars of Abdolmalec s\i i Tory ; 
but in fuiSt, when we confider the vaft variety of the ope¬ 
rations that filled his reign, it would have been almoft im-: 
poftible to have tranfmitted them all. He conquered great 
part of India , and we are told, tho’the particulars are not 
mentioned, that he cariied his arms into Spain : but his 
great good fortune was, in having been enabled to annex to 
to the califat its antient and original patrimony, the go¬ 
vernment of the two At abias ; fo that he isfaid to have been 
more powerful than all his predeceffors. His death bapr 
pened in the eighty fixth year of theHejra. Dodlor Ockiey, 
|n finilhing his hiftoiy, has employed feveral pages in givr 
ing fome memoirs of Hrjaye , who feems to have been Ab* 
dolma lee’s favourite, and firft jninifter. But the particulars 

tranfmitted 
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tranfmitted of him, confifts of a few pieces of low humour 
that fometimes fofteried his natural ferocity and cruelty, 
without any thing elfe to recommend the perufal of them 
•o an underftanding reader. 


249 
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Hp H E Syrian califfs went as far as they durft, in dif- He is fuc- 
| couraging the veneration which their fubjedfs had for ceeded by 
llaca ; and the fceixes of their prophet’s life. Al Walid , the 
fonand iucceffor of ALdolmalec , like his father, ordered his 
fubjedls to go in pilgrimage to Jerufalem , where he adorned 
and enlarged the molque that had been built by Oman and 
made other conveniencies for the pilgrims. His brother 
Mofiim commanded the troops againftthe imperialifts, whom 
he invaded, and defeated, carrying off great numbers of 
priibners and it appears, by coins that are ftill extant, that 
he improved the coinage which had been begun by his father. 

But the invincible Attachment which the AAahometans had V vho en- 
to Arabia , obliged Halid to give fome attention to the larges the 
places of worfhip there. He rebuilt, in a moft magnificent moiques 
manner, a temple over the fpot where Mahomet lay interred j of the ca- 
andhe took into it the adjacent houfes, which had been al- lifat 
lotted by the prophet to his wives. Thefe, it feems, were * 
very low and mean, and it gave vaft olFer.ce to many zea¬ 
lous Mahometans to fee them demolifhed j becaufe, while 
they flood, they appeared as fo many monuments of the 
prophet’s modefty and frugality. About the fame time* 

Waiicl treated with the Chriiiians at Damafcus , about con¬ 
verting the not)le church of St. 'John the baptift, into a 

mofque. But the Chriftians again produced the original 
capitulation, which had been figned by Kaled and Abuobei- 
dab ; nor could they, though the cal iff offered them forty 
thoufand dinars, be perfuaded to give up their church. 

(Valid therefore feized it by force, and we are told, that he 
employed twelve thoufand men, during all the reft of his 
rei *njn ere&ing a moft magnificent mofque at Damafcus. 

tlAid, on the fide of India , improved the conquefts that 
bad been begun by his predeceffors, and. which had been 
lnl 5.rrupted by the Turks and Tartars. His general Kaliba 
palled the river hhun , the Oxus of the antients, and, af¬ 
ter furmounting prodigious difficulties and dangers, gave 

t S at °S loVerthi ? W r ^f rt . hat » he befieged and took and fub- 
. the capital of Bokharia , and reduced Samarcand d ues 

f cI j? which had revolted from the califF, together with Ji* 

°j>. f na t Bagraf a , Shajh , Fargena , and Mawaralnahr , all 

wnich, of themfelves, formed an immenfe empire. Fie 

likewifc 
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likewife rendered the khan, of Khoivrazm tributary to th< 
califf, obliging him to pay annually, according to theMof. 
lem authors, no lefs than two millions of dinars. It ap! 
pears that thofe countries were inhabited by idolators 
for we are told, that Katiba deftroyed the idols wherever he 
met with them, and built a mofque in the capital, Khovj . 
razm, where he faid prayers every Friday. He likewife car- 
ried off all the golden nails, to a prodigious value, which 
fixed the idols to the places where they flood. 

But Waled s arms were carried much farther, by Main, 
met Thakift , another of bis generals, who, we are told, fub- 
dued the greateft part of India , and penetrated as far as 
Mahan , Where he killed king Dahu , and cut off his head, 
His great in fa&, little dependence is to be had with regard to 
conquefts. thofe matters and conquefts, on account of the inaccuracy 

of the Mahometan hiftorians, and many places they men¬ 
tioned are not known, or known only by their names. In this 
we receive but little light from Cnriftian writers. We are 
told, however, by Theophanes , that about thebeginningof this 
califat, two Aral generals, Mojlim, and Abbas , broke in¬ 
to Capadocia, where they befieged Tyana. They were op- 
pofed by an imperial army under Tbeodorus, and Thophilac ■ 
tus\ but being compofed of undifciplined troops, they were 
routed by the Arab's , with vaft daughter, and loft theii 
camp. Tyana, however, made a very brave defence, and 
the Modems were fo much diftrefled for provifions, that 
they were upon the point of abandoning the liege, when 
the place agreed to capitulate. The Arabs. however, were 
perfidious enough to violate the articles of capitulation, by 
fending great numbers of the Tyanians into flavcry; and 
baniftiing them into defolated countries. After this, Abbai 
made a frefh irruption into the imperial territories, and car¬ 
ried off with him vaft numbers of prifoncrs, who were all 
of them reduced to a ftate of flavery. In like manner, Oth • 
man, another of Walidf s generals, over-ran the greatefl 
part of Cilicia , and reduced many cities of that fine country 
but his conquefts feem not to have been permanent, forwc 
find them foon after in the hands of the imperialifts. 

It is in this califat that we have the firft account of the in- 


The hir 

tory of 
the con- 
queft of 
Spain by 
the Arabs 


vafion of Spain by the Arabs. This' invafion appears tc 
have been originally proje£ted by Mufa , the calift’s gene¬ 
ral in Africa , who was follicited by count Julian , whole 
daughter had been ravifhed by Roderic the king of Spain, 
Two fons of Virtiza, Roderick predeceflor, likewife, joined 
the invaders. Walid , being informed, by Mufa , of thu 
invitation, was fo far from being fond of it, that he order 
eA Mufa to be upon his guard. Mufa , however, put one o: 


ed Mufa to be upon his guard. Mu 
his officers, Tar if, at the head of 
one hundred horfe, and he, croffii 
raltar , guided by Julian, and the o 

ed in Spain , where, being joined 
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crofting the {freights of Gib 


by many of Julian ' 

friends 
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friends, they made a vaft progrefs, and carried off a pro- 
Lous’ deal of plunder; particularly, a famous table, . 
composed G f precious ftones, and faid to have been the 
icheft in the world. So encouraging a beginning, deter¬ 
mined Mufa to pulh the undertaking, and we are told, that 
foon after, he aflembled a numerous fleet of tranfports, on 
board of which he put twelve thoufand men, whom he 
carried over to Spam. They found Tarif entrenched up¬ 
on the famous calpe, which, from his name, was called, 

Gibel Tarif, and now Gibraltar ; and, having made himfelf 
mailer of all the neighbouring country, he befieged and 
took Seville, which was at that time little better than an 
open place. This was followed by the reduction of all the 
antient Baetica , and the greateft part of Lufitania . The 
Goths , who had conquered Spain , attempted to oppofe the 
Arabs , and the Africans, that compofed the apy of Mufa , 
and Tarif but they were defeated with great flaughter. 

Roderic, however, we are told,, aflembled a frefh army, 
with which he charged his enemies, at nfsd&ha, Co bravely, 
that vittory flood in fufpence between them for eight days; 
but, being betrayed by his generals, he was at laft defeated, 
nor was it ever known what became of his body. It muft 
be acknowledged, that the hiftory of this conqueft of Spain 
by the Arabs, or, as they were afterwards called, the Sa¬ 
racens, is full of many romantic improbable incidents, as 
delivered by the Cbriftians. All that we know for certain, 
is, that Spain was at that time, the richeft country inAa- 
rope, but was obliged to receive the Arabs for its mafters. 

As to count Julian, though his provocation, by all hiftories, 
was very great, yet the Arabs themfelves feemed not to 
have thought, that they juftified his betraying his country 
to their invafion, if v/hat their own hiftorians fay is true. 

For it is faid, that they threw him into irons, where he mife- Count 
rabiy expired. That his fon was thrown from the top of the Julian 
caftleof Centa , and thereby killed ; and that his wife was Put to 
ftoned to death. Wecannot however help obferving, that 
the relations of the Modem authors upon this head are ex¬ 
tremely inconfiflent with their general pra&ice, becaufe we 
do not find in the whole of their annals the fmalleft re¬ 
pugnancy to employ the moft execrable and infamous me¬ 
thods to gratify their own ambition, and paflion for power. 

If Julian , therefore, differed from them, it is highly im¬ 
probable that it was for any other crime, than that of hav¬ 
ing felt a remorfe for having introduced them into his native 
country. The Arabs, according to their own accounts, 
loft fixteen thoufand men in the battle of Afidona ; but, in 
about thirteen months after, they made themfelves mafters 
of the greateft part of Spain ; but they employed feveral 
years before they could entirely fubdue it. But the hiftory 
of this conqueft will fall more properly in, when we 

come to treat of the affairs of Spain. The truth is, that 

the 
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the califat became now to be too unwieldy for the govern 
mentof one man; and, though AlWalid was refpeftedas 
its head, yet Mufa, and the governors of diftant provinces 
conducted themlelves as if they were independent on him- 
fo that, properly fpeaking, the hiftory of the conqueft 0 f 

Spain, during this period, does not properly fall in under 
that of the califat. 

Upon the whole, however, TValid was, perhaps, the 
Theca- moil powerful, as well as magnificent, prince, that had 
liff’s vaft' ever fat upon the throne of the califrs. The mofque which 
riches, he built at Damafcus, was the moft.Tumptuous Mahometan 

building that ever was erected, and is faid to havecoftup- 
wards of three millions, five hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling. This fum, great as it was, will not appear incre¬ 
dible, when we confider the prodigious opulence, and ex¬ 
tent of the califf’s dominions, greater, perhaps, than any 
prince, or people, till then, had ever been poflefied of. 
The Romans were ftrangcrs to the trade of the Indies • 
which the Arabs feem to have cultivated, by the coafts of 


expences, 

and mag. 
jaficence. 


Africa , and by being matters of all the Pcrfian 
riches of his empire, therefore, mult have 


gulf. 

been 


The 

incon¬ 


ceivable ; efpecially if, to other confiderations, we add, 
that he was the abfolute mailer of all thofe countries, that 
literally form the paradife of the earth. As a proof of his 
immenfe revenues, we are told, that all the lamps that were 
lighted up in the mofque at Damafcus , to the number of 
fix hundred, were of gold, and fufpended by golden chains, 
which made fo dazzling an appearance, that they difturbed 


the devotions of the Moflem votaries 


fucceffors 


His pre¬ 
parations 
to invade 
Greece. 


; and one of Walid 's 
was obliged to remove them, and fubftitute 
chains, and lamps, of iron, in their place. 

Notwithstanding the immenfity of / Valid's. power and 
riches, the Greek empire was ftill an eye-fore to him ; and 
the thoughts of fo noble a conqueft as that of Conftantm - 

towards the latter end of his reign, engroffed his whole 

fujlinian was then, in all probability, emperor 
of the Greeks , for he reigned till 

to 

fought fo nobly asrainfl th 


pie. 


attention. 


but Leo 


lj auras fee ms 


have 


1 • * | 
the year of Chrift 710; 

been the emneror who 


Arabs . The 


emperor 
latter part of 

TValicVs reign was entirely employed in preparations for the 
fiegeof Covjlantimple, and his genera], Mqflim, made an ir¬ 
ruption into the imperial territories, out of Afa ; from 
whence he carried off immenfe plunder, and a vaft number 
of prifoners. The Greek ernperor was no ftranger to Wa- 
lid's preparations, and would willingly have ftruclc up a 
peace with him. With this view he fent amoft magnificent 
embafiy to Damafcus , and Daniel Sniopenfis, one of his am- 
baftadors, was privately inftrufted by him, to collect to¬ 
gether all the particulars he could learn, concerning theca- 
lift’s preparations. The embafTy appears to have been 
ifuitlcfs, and the report which Daniel made of the califf’s 

immenfe 


* 
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immenfe preparations, indicated very plainly that his real 

‘ was to lay fiege to Gonflantinopk , both by Tea and land. 

The emperor was not wanting to himfelf on this occafion, 
he augmented his marine, he formed great magazines, and 
he ordered all the inhabitants, who could, not lay in three 
year’s provilions, to depart from Conjlantinople ; which, at 

L f a me time he took care to fortify, in the molt effectual 
manner. Butin the ninety-fixth year of the Hcjra, which His death 
£ers to the year of Chrift 715, the califf, Walid, died ; 
in the forty-eigth year of his'age, and the tenth year of 

% ft • 

The Arabs generally refembled one another very much, and cha- 
efpecially the men of rank amongft them, Walid , like his rafter, 
predeceffors and countrymen, was tall, thin, and fwarthy, 
pitted with the fmall-pox, but of a very robuft .conftitu- 
tion, and paffio’nate temper. His hiftorians, however, feerri 
not to have done him juftice in faying, that he was cruel, 
for we meet with no particular inftances of it, excepting his 
continuing He)ays in his governments, which, confideringthe 
nature of the people he had to rule, was, perhaps, abfolutely 
necelfary. It cannot be denied, that Walid introduced 
into his dominions a much finer tafte in architec¬ 
ture than ever they had known before, witnefs the mag¬ 
nificent mofques he ere&ed at Jerufalem , and Medina , as well 
as at Damajcus. He was likewife the author of many other 
ufeful inftitutions, fuch as founding hofpitals for fick peo- 
pie, and building caravanferas for the entertainment of 
the poor, and of travellers. His memory, however, lies 
under the difadvantage of being varioufly reprefented ; 
the Perjian hiftorians being very lcvere to it, but thofe of 
Syria more favourable. 


* 



Solyman the fon of Abdolmalec. 

T H E throne of the califfs knew no vacancy,, the fuc- He isfue- 
ceflor beinsj always recognized on the fame day on ceeded by 
which his predecenor died. This was the cafe with Solyman^ his bro- 
the brother and fucceflor of Walid , and one of the moft ther So - 
amiable princes that ever fat upon the throne of the califfs. fyman. 

He began his reign by freeing a great number of prifoners, 
who had been confined under hjs brother. He redreffed a 
great number of grievances, and encouraged his i'ubjeds to 
cultivate commerce. But, in the firft year of his reign, 

Katiba , his governor of Korafan , headed a rebellion againft 
him. The califf’s virtues, however, had endeared him, fo 
much to his fubje&s, that the people of themfelves put 
Katiba to death, and chofe one Wald to be their leader, un¬ 
til another was appointed by the califf. His name was Ye* 




who fends 
a great 
army to 
befiege 
Conftanti~ 

noble , 


His im- 
menfe 
lofles be¬ 
fore that 
city. 
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mid, and he extended the Moflem empire, as far as the trad 
lying between the Euxine , and the Cafpian fea, comprehend 
ing the great territory of Georgia. This,-»we are told 
not done without an immenle efFufion of blood, but th 
califf’s troops were generally victorious, and they force 
the inhabitants to fubmit to an annual tribute. 

But the reduction of Conjlantinople , for which fuch va 
preparations had been made, during the late reign, conti 
nued to be the great ebjeCt of Solyman. Leo Jfaurus had tb 
addrefs to avert the ftorm from falling upon his dominions 
by agreeing with the califF’s propofals, but having fortifie 
himfelf to his fatjsfa&idn, he grew lefs regardful of th 
Arabs , and Solyman ordered his brother Mofimi to advanc 
again Conjlantinople^ at the head of about one hundred ani 
twenty thoufand men. In order to make the more iureo 
his blow, Mojlim marched firft to Amorium , in Phrygia , am 
then to Pergamus , in Nyfta, both which places he made him 
felf matter of, and wintered, during the ninety-feventh yea 
of the Hejra, in the letter Afia. Next year, which anfwer 
to the year of Chrift 716, Mojlim purfued his march ti 
Conjlatitinople , being amftcd by a fleet of no fewer thai 
one thoufand, eight hundred (hips, many of them of veri 
great burthen, under the command of Solyman^ the califf* 
admiral ; and this fimilarity of names has probably gives 
rife to the miftake of feme hiftorians, who have faid, tha 
the calift Solyman , was prefent at the fiege. Mojlim , arrivim 
before Conjlantinople^ patted the HelliJpont y and carrying hi 
troops over to Thrace , he defeated the imperial army unde 
the walls of Conjlantinople $ and formed the fiege of tha 
capital. But he depended chiefly on his (hipping, and par 
ticularly upon twenty capital veflels, which were full 0 
fome of the beft Arab troops, which were reduced t< 
afhes by firefhips fent againft them by the befieged ; whi 
on this occafion employed that dreadful kind of fire tha 
burnt in the water, and -ftruck the Arabs with inexpreffibli 
confternation. This happened on the firft of Septunber 
and though, during the winter, which was exceflively fe 
vere, Moflhn' s army received all kind of s fupplies, by thi 
califF’s orders, he was unable to make any progrefs in thi 
fiege j and was reduced to the greateft mifery. We an 
told that Yezid , and another admiral from Egypt , brough 
to their afliftance no fewer than one thoufand, one„ hun 
dred and fixty (hips, with provifions ; but the inclemeno 
of the feafon and the defence made by the Greeks , deftroye< 
prodigious numbers of their men. Above all, the liquii 
fire, as it is called, filled the Arabs with fuch terror, not 
withftanding their native intrepidity, that they durft no 
continue) their attacks. Their fnips, whenever they ap 
peared, were deftroyed by the liquid fire, and the Greek 
found means to open a communication between Conjlanii 
nople and the main land, by which the garrifon were fup 
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plied with reinforcements, and all other necefiaries. In 
Short, the Greeks were every where victorious, and even 
beat Uojlhn out of his camp ; by which, being cut off from 
all further fupplies, firft a famine, and then a plague en- 
fued amongft his troops, fo that they were obliged to feed 
upon their^ horfes, afles, and, at laft, even upon one ano- 




ther. 


The 


einpferor, 

the fpring. 


however, being afraid, that 


upon the return of the fpring, the Mahometan army 
might be enabled to carry their point, propofed an ac¬ 
commodation with Mojlim , who obftinately refufed all 

terms. This brought on a r general engagement, in which 
the Arabs loft twenty-two thoufand men, with all their 


{hipping; and, confequently, all the means of farther fup- 

According to the Greek authors, only ten of their 

r _j i ! j_/l_j _ •. i i . J rs « . 

mpeit, or by the 
was in the end raffed. 


plies 


moft 


(hips elcaped being deltroyed, either by i 
liquid fire of the Greeks ; fo that Mojlim 

compelled to raife the fiege, which he d.___ 

mortifying circumftances j for befides thofe deftroyed by 
the Greeks^ he loft fixry thoufand of his men by famine 
and peftilence; and it is thought that not a finale man of 

J 4.\ _ ,1'^J _ P . . .« 


The 

fiege is 


agai nft Conjiantinopl 


fifty 


The affairs of the Arabs did not profper much better in 'Thm 
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Spain, where Mufa and Tarif ft ill 


to command. ^rabs 


K very rapacious alter plunder, they 

diflervices at the califf’s court. B< 


did 


feated in 


united, however, by intereit, they took the cities of Toledo, 
and Saragoja ; and exercifed fuch cruelties that the natives 
retired to the mountains, where they were headed by 


Spain . 


Don Pelajo , commonly called Pelagius , and Z mines* both 
of them defcended from the antient kings of Sp 
in the mean time animofities run fo high between Mu 


But 


fa and Tarif\ 


of them were recalled by the ca- 

' ~ Mufc‘ - *- 


mand to his fon Abdalaziz, whom, we are told, married the 
widow of Roderic , whofe name was Egilona, and kept his 
court at Seville , where he exercifed a fovereign authority 
over the natives of the country, whom, by his wife’s advice, 
he fought all opportunities of obliging. The mildnefs of 

u g ? vernmerl t gained over fo many of the Spaniards , that 
they became as it were one people, under the chara&er of 


f 


Hifiory of 
Pelagi 


tut. 


Mozarabes 


even the miffals for divine fervice were 


Mozarabic 


were ufed for m 


ny years after, as will be more particularly feen in the 


Sp 


It is certain that Opp 


IVititxa 

Roderic 


archbifhop 


V/* vcultt’Cy me u 

been dethroned, and aflaffinated, by Koderic , was more 
imtrumental than any other Spaniard in the conqueft of 
that country by the Arabs. " 


Juh 

bilhop, named Torino 


nun: and though, as we have alteady feen, count Juli 


was;, 
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was 


archbifhopof Seville fwore allegiance to them, and thereh 

r t‘,L • „ .m:__- n*n .» vu 

preferved the remains or 


Spain • 


r^r/r 


Chriftianity 


y 

m 


mitted the care of the troops he commanded, and which 
were deflated to a£t againf* 
general of great abilities. 


p 

n' i ' ” ' 7 "'«ff 

reuigius, wirh no more than one 
thoufand faithful followers, retired to the rocks of Ajium 
where he made choice of mount Aufena, for his chief re- 
fidence, and difpofed of his little band to fo much advan¬ 
tage, that he was inacceffibie by Kaman. The latter, how- 
ever, thinking that it was impofnbie for Pelagnis to fublift 
under fuch difadvantages, andfuch a handful of men,employed 
archbiftiop Oppas to perfuade him to fubmit. But though 
Oppas attempted this, he did not fucceed ; and Kaman was 
obliged to affemble a great army to attack him. Kaman 
found this impracticable for a whole feafon. But in the 
ninety-ninth year of the Hejra, which anfwers to the 717 

1 rt.t „ _ a ■ c t ^1_ in. it _ _1 t\ 


lag 


718th 


Kaman 


The 


Spaniards , 


nut of the mountain, and tor this purpo 
flower of his troops, who were com 
as well as Arabs, Moors, and Africans. 
unfuccefsful, that Kaman not only loft twenty thoufand of 
his men in it, but afterwards almoft the whole of his army: 

1 • n • • nr • r . 1 it . 1 t ( , 


fituation 


iffuing 


putting their enemies to the fword, or 

in fearch of a 


obliging them to leap down the precipices, 
ipore unce;tain death. Kaman himfelf fell in this aftion, 
and Oppas wus taken prifoner; and, it is to be prefumed, 
Fine, im- was privately put to death. As to Pelagius, he was cer- 


prifon- 


tainly, according, to Mojl, 


ment and a prince of great fpirit and abilities, a 
death, of ufual,have embeiiilhed his hiftory with ; 
yiufJ racles. As to Tariff, he made good hi 

■*“V a * -n/r r_ —1_„„ 1: ir :- 


id the Spaniards , as 
great numbers of mi- 


ifi. _ 

Mufa, whom the califf impritoned, and fined in an lm- 
menfe fum of money, for which he is faid to have died of 
heart-break. His fon Abdalaziz, however, ftill continued 


Sp 


perfuaded to wear 


his diadem, or tiara, in the, manner of the Goths , he be¬ 
came fo much fufpetSted by the Arabs , that he was put to 
death; and was fucceeded by one Ayab, who tranfported the 
feat of the Arab government from Seville, to Corduba. But 
Ayab himfelf becoming fufpeiSted to the califf, was recalled} 


♦ 

Death of 


place 

It was about this time. 


at the caiiff’s fon, whofename 
His father, in imitation of 


Jvuh the W2S hketvife Ayab, died. 

J ’ fome of his predecefiors, had taken cafe that he fhould be 


califf ? s 

fon. 


recognized j by his chief nobility, as his fucceffor in the 
cal i fat. 


Up 


death of this young prince, Solyman , 

• \ • /• * • | v • • . 


who did pot long furvive him, fent for Raja, his vizier, or 

prime 
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brime minifter, whom he ordered to draw up an inftru-* 
ment, naming Omar , the fon of Abdalaziz to be the firft 
in fuccefliion, with the government to Tezid, the califf’s 

a « * d”* 1. • • n « 


i57 


own brother. This 


a profound fe- Solyman 


cret, but Raja, by the califf’s exprefs order, affembled all appoints 
the chief nobility, and obliged them to take an oath of a fuccef- 
allegiance to the perfon whoever he was, who had been no- for. 
minated by the califf to the fucceffion. This they not only 
readily did, but feparately came into the califFs chamber, as 
He lay on his death-bed, and unanimoufly allured him of their 
readinefs to obey his lafl will. Soon after, Omar , who was 
thoroughly di'pofed to do fo, meeting with Raja , and un¬ 
demanding that the califf was a&ually dead, anted him fe- 
rioufly the name of the perfon appointed for the fucceffor. 

Raja very wifely declined to give him anyfuch information, 
until the nobility were once more re-affembled, and the ca- 
liff’s will opened in their prefence. This was accordingly 

done, and Omar's name appearing, he was immediately re¬ 
cognized as the lawful califf. 

The caufe of So Lymans death is variously reprefented. His deati* 
Some fay that he was pbifoned in a draught of milk, and an d cha- 
that one of the many wives he had, foretold his fate. If rafter, 
this is true, his death was, probably, owing, either from 
a motive of ambition in his brother, for having fet him 
slide from the fucceffion, which, by the manner in which 
the nomination was conduced,, he might more than fuf- 
peft; or of jealoufy in the wife, or perhaps of both. We 
are told, however, that, notwithftanding all his virtues, he 
was very intemperate, cfpecially in eating; and that he 
could, by way of preparative to a hearty dinner, eat three 
roafted lambs for his breakfaft, In Ihort, according to fome 
Mollem authors, he devoured every day an hundred pounds 
weight of meat; but, though this appears incredible, yet 
it is very poliible that his death, as we find it in fome good 
accounts, was owing to his indigeftion. 

Solyman , though he reigned not quite three years, and 
was but about forty at the time of his death, gave great 
proofs both of his virtue and capacity. The mild beginnings 
of his adminiftration conciliated to him the affe&ions of his 
fubjefts, that he appears to have been a more abfolute 
prince than any of his predeceffors. The profound fub- 
miffion with which his appointment of the fucceffion was 
received, and executed, is one proof of this. Another is 
theeafe with which he reduced the immenfe power of his 


Sp 


In his public works, like his brother^he 


was magnifient and coftly ; and^ notwithffanding the Jgreat 
checks which his arms met with, both in Greece, and Spain, 
we read of no rebellion, or difaffe&ion, that happened in 
his government; excepting that already mentioned, #nder 
Mtiba. Befides his works of magnificence, he complet¬ 
ed many of ufe - 3 and though his marine was unfortunate 

V °1- vi. s in 
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in his expedition agayift Gonftantinople , yet his /hips are 
faid to have been very large, numerous, and well appointed, 
HisNilo- He ere&cd a famous mfkeas, or Nilometer, a pillar of tfaft 
meter. ufe, in meafuring the rife and fall of the waters of the 

Nile, -and is of the greateft importance to the inhabitants 
Do&or of Egypt. According to a learned writer, who' lias deferi- 
Sbaw. bed it, this pillar is /till remaining, and thd fittiation of it 

agrees perfectly well with that affigned to it by the beft au¬ 
thorities. Amongft the other great things he did, he is 
faid, by the advice of one of his minifters, one Jaafar , 
to have /truck money of mtich better alloys than that of 
his father J^dolmalec ; and that fine kind of money has, 
everfmce, pa/Ted under the name of Jaafarian. Ih his per- 
fon he was talland comely, and fo amiable in his manner 


that he was called by his fubjedts The key of goodnefs. 


It has ,b‘een dbferved by hi/torians, that every califf made 
ufe of fome pious fentence upon his feal; that of Solyman 
war very remarkable j being, “ I believe in God our Sa¬ 


viour. 






A 



Omar, the foil of Abdalaziz* 


Hej. 99 
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T H E new califF, though not the next in blood to the 

late one, was an immediate defendant of the haufe 
of Ommyah , and he fucceeded to the califat on the twenty- 
He isfuc- °f February , in the year of Chri/t 718. The fir/t a£l of 

seeded by bis fovereignty was, to fay the funeral prayers over his pre- 
Omar 1 dece/Tor’s body, and to give the robe he wore to the poor, 

fter he had, from the pulpit harrangued the people, in a 
' rain, of great piety and moderation. Thofe were the vir¬ 
tues that Had recommended him to the fucce/fion. Henot 
only refufed to mount any of the fine horfes, brought him 
from his predeceflbr’s /tables, but even to enter the palace, 
for fear ofdi/turbing the late califf’s wives, or family; to 

all po/fible indulgence. We are told, 
however, thatatthe beginning of his reign, he conferred 
fome marks of liberality upon the fgreat officers of /late* 
being afraid of an aflafiination from his appointed fucceffor* 


/hewed 


Yezid , a prince of an abandoned charadter. 


His mo- 

de/ly. 


action 

* 

to have been a great 


and which 
,s. his abo- 


But the 
proves hin 
li/hing the 

of Ali , had been pronounced, by the princes of the houfe 
of Ommiyah , again/I the calif and his defendants. In order 
to effect this wirh a better grace* Omar privately ordered a 


certain Jew, who reforted to his court, to afk him, in pu¬ 
blic for his daughter in marriage. The Jew obeyed, and 

iDmar-i aftedting a furprife, a/ked him how that could be* 

fiscs 
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fince their religions were different. But} replied thtjcivs, 
did riot Mahomet give his daughter to Alt ? Ali> faid Omdr, 
wa« a Modem, and the calb is not the fame j he was, be- 

commander of the faithful.” “ Then,” retains thp 


n* 


rejoins the 


But they acknowledged nation 


u how came you to pour out folemn maledi&ons In? 
your mofques ?” Omar , upon this, turns upon his prin The Arat 
cipal courtiers, who he took care fhould be prefent, and com mi. 
defired them to aftfwer the Jew. But they acknowledged nation 
their inability, upon which the cal iff declared the impre- abolifhed. 
cation tt> be wicked and abfurd, and abolifhed it. He did 
notftop here in his generoffiy to the family of AH, bur, 
having found out its defendants,• he reftored to them the 
diftrift of Fiddak , which was the original efface, beftowed 
by the prophet, when he gave his daughter in marriage, 
to All. 


Omar , upon the whole, however, appears to have been The 
anenthufiaft in his own principles; for he interrupted the chriftian* 
tranquility, and abolifhed the immunities which the Chriftians per fecu- 
had enjoyed in his dominions under the three laft califfs. He j ec j 
Ordered many of them to be put to death, and fhewed favour 

to few of them, but thofe who embraced Mahometanifm. 


He had even the prefumption to draw up a formilary of his 
faith, and to fend it, attended with a letter,- to the Greek 
tmjreror* whom he was in hopes thereby to convert. In 
Spain, don Pelajo ftill continued to hold out, but his fol¬ 
lowers were too few for him to a£t in any otherwife than 
upon the defenfive. On the other hand Alahor, or, as the 
Spanirds call him Alahor ; whom Omar continued m the go¬ 
vernment of Spain , a&ed with great tyranny, and ravifhed 
the Narbonefe Gaul, exerciffng vaft cruelties, and railing 
large contributions, upon all the Chriftians, particularly Progref# 
thofe of Gorduha , who did not implicitly embrace Maho of the 
metariifm. This procedure fquared the better with a br- Araks in 
gotted goveanmentj becaufe, according to the beft autho- Spain . 
tide's (both Arab and Spanij%) a great number of the 
Modems there, had, by this time, either embraced 'the 
Chriftian religion, or had grown very indifferent about 
their own. We, therefore, learn, that Aldbor arbitrarily- 
put many, even of them, to death in Spain , in order to 
compel them to difcover their riches. 

From thefe, and many other proceedings, it appears Di/dmf 
pretty plain, that though Omar * in his own way, was a f^ion ai 
devout, religious prince, yet he was unequal to the weight Omar . 
of fo prodigious an empire as that of the califat. His aba* 
lifting the curfe, or-malediction, againft Alt, and his fa- 
toily, gave infinite fcandal to many of his zealous fubjedls 
ltl tyria } who exclaimed, that their religion was negledled, 
while others of them thought, that he had not done enough$ 
jtad that as he had thereby condemned the pra&ice of the 
houfe of Ommyah, he ought to order the princes of that fa¬ 
mily to be as lolemnly cur fed, as he had curfed All, This 
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was the opinion of one Sbuzib, who drawing together a 
great number of followers on that account, in the year of 
the Hejra ioi, broke into open rebellion againfl Omar , and 
his government* Omar , inftead of fupprefiing him by force 
of arms, defired a conference with the heads of tne fac¬ 
tion, who infilled upon his curfing the princes.of the houfe 
of Ommyah. Upon his refufing to agree to that, they re¬ 
proached him with the bad qualities of his fucceffor Tezith 


fhould 


fion. But, 


from the fuccef- 


mentton 


His in- 
j uflice. 


the califf 


ties drew tears from the califf, yet he did not venture to 
comply with their requeft, and his coolnefs, or, rather, ir¬ 
resolution, in this matter, proved afterwards his ruin. 

His pusillanimity was the fame in all other refp^&s, and 
fometimes led him into a£ls of injuftice. The Chriftians of 
DamafcuSi prefuming upon the report of his meeknefs and 
virtue, applied to him, in a body, to have the Church re. 
flored to them, of which they had been fo arbitrarily de¬ 
prived, by the califf, Waliil. Omar offered them the mo¬ 
ney, that had been offered them, by Walid , in lieu of it, 
but the Chriftians peremptorily refufing any pecuniary in¬ 
demnification, the califf, and his minifters, fell upon a 
moft infamous evafion of the famous capitulation, fignedby 
Abu Obeidah, and Kalcd , for they pretended, that only one 
part of the city had been delivered up by that capitulation} 
5 nd that the other, having been taken by ftorm, all the 
Churches in it belonged to the Moflems ; and to this iniqui¬ 
tous dectfion the Chriftians were obliged tofubmit.. 

The conference, whit 


nnifhned '.with Sbdib's followers, raa 
P Ommyah appreherifive, that 


& 1 -* * —- - - 

made the chiefs of the houfe of 
he would one day confentto 

fet afide the fucceflion of their family. Upon which they 
bribed aflave tOpoifon him, which was done, after he had 
reigned about two years and a half, and before he arrived at 
the age of forty. When he perceived he was poifoned, he 
betook himfelf to his bed, but refufed to take any medicine 
that might counterwork the poifon,- or to fwallow even a 

r In this condition he was vi- 


drop of oil for that purpofe. 

. a t • t . l • 1 


Mojh 


{feet 


coarfe fkins ; and himfelf covered with a very ordinary, 


His for- 
hidity, 

and cha¬ 
racter. 


coarfe. 


dirty fhirt. MofL 


his filler, who was prefent, for her fuffering her hufband, 
the emperor of the faithful, to appear in fuch a fqualid con¬ 
dition, and requefted that he fhould have, at leaft, a clean 
fhirt; but {he excufed herfelf, by affuring him, that his 
matefty had not another one to put on. This fordid dil- 
pofition, though praifed even with tears, as proceeding 
from the humility of fo great a prince, could, in reality, be 

^nltr nHVIirtCC*’ Of niCCf 


effe&s 

madnefs. In conformity to the reft 


IJV *** 

lowed 
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Wed himfelf and the reft of his family, not more than 
about twenty-fix (hillings a day, for him and all their ex^ 
pences. But his devotion, or his hypocrify, or frenzy, made 
amends, in the eyes of the zealots he governed, for all his 
fordid habits; and the Arab writers have tranfmitted his 
memory to pofterity, as excelling even the two firft califfs, 
in their practice of piety, juftice, and virtue. After his in¬ 
terment, the houfe he chiefly refided in was fearched, in 
hopes of fome hidden treafure being difeovered in it. But 
all that was found was a coarfe coat, and a hempen fwing, 
in which he ufed to divert himfelf in his hours of relaxation 
from prayer 



Yezid, the fecond fGn of Abdoimalec. 


T HIS prince, by the mother’s fide, was defeended He is fuc- 

from Yezid, the fon of Moawiyah I. who was his ceeded by 
grandfather, and he himfelf, as we have already feen, was Yezid II. 
the fon of Yezid II. the fon of Abdoimalec. He came to the 
califat under great difadvantages. He had been fet afide 
from the fucceffion, and was very unpopular, through his 
irregularities. His firft ftep was to difpoffefs all the gover¬ 
nors of provinces, which were appointed by his immediate 
predeceffor. A rebellion againft him foon broke out, un¬ 
der one Yezid, of the houfe of Safra , a man of great power 
in the Perftan irak. He had, for fome time, been medita¬ 
ting this revolt, and by way of precaution, he had built a 
ftrong fortrefs at Hormiz, to which he could retire in cafe 
of neceflity. The califf ordered his brother Mojlim , and Rebellion 
Abbas, one of his generals, to advance againft him. The againft 
rebels were defeated, with great (laughter, and their leader himiup- 
killed j but this was not till he had made himfelf mafter of preft, 
Bafra, and Cufa. Upon his defeat, and death, his fon 
Moawiyah retreated towards his father’s fortrefs at Hormiz 9 
but being denied entrance into it by the governor, he was 
obliged to retreat, with the (hattered remains of his army, 
almoft as far as Indus , At laft he was overtaken by & party 
of the califf’s troops, and killed, or, with his followers* 
fent a prifoner to Da?nafcus , where they were, all of them, 
put to death, by the califf’s orders. 

Notwithftanding this feafonable fervice, performed by by }\I 9 L 
Mojlim, the califf’s brother, yet it does not appear that the 
latter entrufted him with any important (hare of power, 
though he was once nominated to the government of Irak , 
and Karajan ; but upon fome difguft or jealoufy conceived 
by the califf, he was foon fucceeded by one Omar, whofe 
great bufinefs in his province was, to expel the invafions of 
theTttrfo, who were, growing, every day more and more 

S3 pow- 
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powerful. At firft he repulfed them, and his general, Tara, 
made himfelf mailer of Meltahar , one of the moft in^por* 
Invafion tant fortrefles. The Turkijfh khan, however, though oblige 
of the ed to fly, received reinforcements, which enabled him to 
Turks* defeat Tara, in his turn, at Ardebil ; where Tara himfelf, 

and almoft all his troops were flaughtered. Thislofs, how¬ 
ever, was foon after repaired, by Mojlim , who defeated the 
Turks in a pitched battle, and drove them out of all the ca- 
liif’s dominions. 

Such are the lame accounts we have been able to pick up 
of this califFs affairs in Afia , from the Arab writers; ex¬ 
cepting the alterations he made, with regard to fome of his 
governors*- in Egypt , or Irack , which are very immaterial to 
an European reader. Chriftian writers, however, particu¬ 
larly Theophanes , and Cedrcnus , with Diovxfius Telmarcnft i, 
have been very fevere upon his memory. The truth is, the 
worfhip of images, which isfo deteffable, not only to Ma¬ 
hometans and Jews, but to all fober Chriftians; began 
now to make a great progrefs, both in Europe and a{l over 
the Greek empire. This idolatry, togetner with the dread- 
worfliip f u j perfecutions raifed amongft the Chriftians themlfelves, 


linage 


perfecu- 

ted. 


and on a thoufand more frivolous accounts, no doubt 
raifed a horror at the whole profeffion, amongft zealous 
Muffelmen, and Yezid permitted a perfccution to be raifed 
on that account. He even went fo far as to prohibic a 
Chriftian to give evidence in a court of juftice, againfta 
Modem. We are told farther, that, at the ialligation of 
a Ladicean Jew, who promifed him a reign of forty years, 
he iftued an order againft all images, and commanded that 
thole already eredted, flhpuld be demolilhed. All this was 
a natural refult of the abhorrence of image-worlhip, which 
prevailed among the Modems. But it is not fo eafy to ac¬ 
count for his exterminating all dogs, pigeons, and cocks, 
in Ihort, all animals that were of a white.colour, enlefs we 
fuppofe, what is by no means improbable, ’that the Greek 
Chriftians, in his dominions, profefled fome idolatrous 
notions, with regard to animals of that colour. All this 
happened about the year pf our Lord 725, and this brings 
us to the affairs of Europe. 

Though the ca]iff united in his own perfon, the foye- 
reignty both in fpirituals and temporals, which made the 
liff’s af- obedience to him unlimited* yet the prodigious extent of 

his dominions, and the various cpnftitutipns of his fub- 


State of 

♦ 

the ca- 


fairs in 

* 

fpasn. 


je<Sls, abliged him to trull fo much to his governors, parti¬ 
cularly in Spain , that they were* at the time we now fpeak 
of, almoft independent ; and the fubjedl countries confider- 
them as their immediate fovereigns. One Zamar, who 
feems to have been an African , was now the califf’s general 
in Spain j as the Chriftians there continued to be not only 
yery powerful, but very well affcdled to the Moflem go- 

under which they enjoyed their religion* liber-? 

ties* 
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ties., and properties, more amply than had ever been known 
in a counquered country. Zamar willing to improve thofe 
good difpofitions, had been very favourable to the natives, 
tvhich made many of the Moflems in Spain, endeavour to 
do him ill offices at the califf’s court. Yezid fent him an TheMof- 
order to carry the Modem arms into France ; and he ac- lems in- 
cordingly paffed the Pyrenaan mountains, and made himfelf vade 
mailer of Narbonne,the capital ofth oNarbonefe Gaul. He then France . 

(at down before Touloufe, but, while’, he was' befieging it, he 
was attacked by count Eudes, the general of the Franks , inhjs 
camp, and killed a vaft number of his foldiers. Thus Thou - 
lode was delivered, and the count immediately after retook 
Forborne, After this, he prepared to attack, in his turn, 
the Moflems in Spain j but Yezid poured a frefh army into 
Spain', and the Arabs , in the mean while, chofe for their 
leader one Abdurahman, who refigned his command to Azam, 
who had been nominated to it by the califf. The inqeura- 
cy of the Moflem writers, and the ignorance of the Chrif- 
tian, have perplexed, at this period, the dates of feels, and 
the names of perfons, in fuch a manner, that there is great 
realon to think Azar , and Zamcr, to have been the fame 
man. If fo, he muft not have been killed in his expedition 
into France. For, we are told, that he reduced a vaft 
number of places in Spain, that never had fubmitted to for¬ 
mer governors; that he enlarged the tribute paid by the 
Chriflians ; that he built the bridge at Corduba, and that he 
wa6atlalf put to death, by his own followers j which a- 
grees with the averfion which, we are told, they conceived 
for him. The next governor, one Ambza, whom the ca- 
1 iff fent to Spain, meditated a new invafion of France, but 
died brfore he could carry it into execution, and left the 
command of the Modem army to one Odra, who made ho 
attempt againft France. But the whole of this relation, by 
the Modern authors, is lame, confufed, and, fometimes, 
inconfiftent. In fadt, when we confider, that the califf Had 
no correfpondence with Spain, but through Africa , the go¬ 
vernors of which were exceedingly powerful; it is very 
doubtful, whether the califf’s authority was at all minded 
jn Spain.' It is certain, that about the year 1 of the Hejra The mof- 
w.hich we now treat of, the Arab governors there took lems 
the title of kings of Corduba , and that mapy Emirs, or great kings of 
Modem lords, let up feparate governments in their own Corduba. 
name. It is, however, highly probable, that none of them 
ever formally renounced their fubje&ion to him, and that 
when there was a competition amongft themfelves, his 
name and authority had great weight in favour of the com¬ 
petitor, who had it on his fide. Notwithftanding this, we 
cannot think, but that the califf’s power in Spain was, at 
this time, rather nominal, than a&ual. 

We come now to the clofe of Yezid' s reign, which con¬ 
tinued four years ajici a month. His Jove of women wa§ 

S 4 his 
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Remarka- his predominant paffion; and during his brother’s life-time 
ble cir- he had been at the expence of four thoufand dinars, fora 
cum- beautiful {lave, called Hababa. Soly?na'n thought this extra- 
fiances of vagance fo fhameful, that he obliged Tezid to part with her* 
the califf’s When Tezid was raifed to the palifat, his v/ife afked him 
death. whether he could then have any addition to his happinefs ? 

and he anfwered in the affirmative, Hababa. She, upon 
this, out of a peculiar ftrain of prudence, and regard for her 
hufband, found out, herfelf, that Hababa had been pur- 
chafed by an Egyptian , and {he employed agents, who re- 
purchafed, and reftori;d her to the califf’s arms; by which 
compliance his wife Saada , gained an intire afcendancv 
if not in her hufband’s affe&ions, ip his efteem and friend- 
ihip. His paffion, however, for Hababa every day encreaf- 
ed, and {he attended him in all his parties of pleafure. Hap¬ 
pening, one day, to be with her in a delightful garden, in 
the plains of Jordan , a collation of exquifite fruit was 
ferved in, and, amongft others, fome fine large grapes; 
3 bunch of which he threw to Hababa. As {he was eating 
one of the grapes, the ftone, being too large, ftuck in her 
throat, fo as to occafion convulfions, which, in a fhort time 
(fome writers (ay, upon the fpot) put an end to her life. 
This tragical event happening when Tezid *s paffion for her 
was ftronger than ever it had been, threw him into a deep and 
fixed melancholy. He would not part with the corps, till 
it became too putrid to be endured longer above ground; 
and, even when it was buried, he ordered the grave to be 
opened, that he might enjoy, once more, the light of her 
remains. In this diffra&ed Itate, he languifhed for about 
fifteen days; aqd then he died, before he reached his thirty 
* feventh year, having firff appointed his brother Hcjham. to 

be his fucceffor. 


His cha- 

yarier. 

* ♦ 

4 


The Modem hiflorians haye been very fevere upon the 
memory of Tezid ; they represent him as having be.en in¬ 
dolent, profufe, and devoted to his pleafures. They agree, 
however, that he was very hafttlfome, and agreeable, in his 
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Helham, the fon 


Abdolmalec, and brother to 
the late califf. 



■Succeeded TT wa’the 105th year of the Hejra, when Hejham was 
by Hofein. X recognized as- califf, upon his brother’s death. The 

tranfa£Hons of the firft two years of his reign are very ob- 
Hej. 105. feurely mentioned by hiftoria.ns. All we know, is, that he 

difplaced his own brother Mahomet from his government of 

A.D.vac. Egypt, and fub&tutcd one Hafan in his room 5 he likewife 

s< " * - appointed 
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ippointed Kaled, the (on of Abdallah , to the government of 
luick. Theopbanes , the Greek hiftorian, informs us, that im- Hcjham an 
mediately upon his fucceffion to the califat, he applied 
himfelf to the cultivation of thofe delicious countries he 

commanded, and in gardening, and planting them, efpe- 


improver 
of his do¬ 


minions. 

cialiy towards the frontiers of the Greek emperor’s domi- He in- 
nions, and that feveral palaces were built by his orders, vades the 
It likewife appears, that towards the beginning of his Greek em- 
rei<m, he invaded the territories of the Greek emperor, pire, but 
who was Leo Ifaurus , a fortunate and fpirited prince, tho’ without 
from a mean original; and his generals obliged the califf fuccefs. 
to retire to Syria , with fhame and lofs. In the 107th year 
Gf the Hejra he was more fortunate ; for, we are told, that 
lie took Cafaria , and Capadocia. One of his generals, 

Moawiyah, at the fame time, laid wafte great part of the 
Chriftian dominions, and another of his generals, Amer , 
laid ftegc to Nicaa, in Bitbinia , with fifteen thoufand 
men, which was foon after reinforced with eighty-five 
thoufand frefh trooprs, under the command of Moawiyab. 

But, notwithftanding this'vaft power, and though they laid 
great part of the city level, with their battering engines, 
yet the befieged made fo noble a refiftance, that the Arab 
generals were forced to raife the fiege, with' the lofs of the 
greateft part of their army. The califFs brother, the fa- Mojlim 7 $ 
mous Mojlim , the fon of Abdolmalec , the fame who hefleged character, 
Conjlantinople , was Hill alive j and was accounted, at this and fuc- 
time, the greateft, and moft fortunate, general, in all the cefles 
califf’s dominions. We know not of any great eminence he 
polMed, excepting that of military merit. Probably the 
califFs were jealous of that, on account of his near relation 
to the throne. He was, however, employed by Hejham this 
year, and he had the good fortune to take the important 
city of Neocafaria , from which he carried away all the for¬ 
mer inhabitants, into exile, excepting the Jews ; who ac- • 
cording to the Chriftian hiftorians, betrayed the place to 
him. 

From Neocafaria , Mojlim turned his arms againft the Hej. 108, 
Turks, who had ravaged Armenia, and obliged them-to be A.D.727. 
<]uiet, and re-eftablimed the barrier of the califf’s empire, againfHhc 
at a place called by the antients the Porta Cafpia , near the Turks , 
Cafpian Sea.- The fhameful ilivifions which (till remained 
amongft the Chriftians in the eaftern countries, rendered 
their religion a reproach to humanity. Egypt was then di¬ 
vided between the Melchites, and the Jacobites, two fedls 
of Chriftians, who hated one another, more than they did 
the Mahometans. One Cojmas , a Melchite, who, we are ^ mec ] ia 


nic made 


told, was a mechanic, and to illiterate, that he could nei¬ 
ther read or write, had been appointed patriarch of Alexan- ri . 
dria\ and he became, partly from his ignorance, and part- 
!y, as fome authors fay, from a large fum of money, which 
he prefented to the califf, who was excdjirelv covetous, 

* ‘ fo 
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fo great a favourite with that prince, that he ordered fa 
dallah , his governor pf Egypt, to put the Mel chi te patriarch 
inpofleiEonof all the churches of that country, which had 
been held fey the Jacobites ; ever fince the conqueftof 
Egypt by tfee Modems. This created a great 'revolution in ! 
the ftate of Chriftianity, in the eaftern countries, wherethc 
Jacobites, till then, had exercifed all the ecclefiaflical 

powers. 

Inroads of As to other Afiatic affairs, it appears that the Turks, not. 

th e Turks withftanding the checks they had received from Mojlim, 

continue, made a frelh inroad into the califf’s dominions ; upon 

which that general marched againft them into Capadocia, 
where he took fome places, and again continued his pro- 
grefs towards the Cafpian Sea. From the general drain of 
the hiftorians of that time, the Turks were then a very 
powerful, and a warlike, people; and, by hiftorians, they 
are indiscriminately, with other Tartars , denounced Hum. 
Having all Tartary , at that time one of the molt powerful 
countries in all the world ; and reaching to a greater ex¬ 
tent than, perhaps, all Afia feeiides, behind them ; repeated 
defeats could not be faid to diminifh their numbers, and 
they were now become fo powerful under their khan, or 
military fovereign, that Mojlim himfelf was obliged to re¬ 
turn, without doing any thing effectual againft: them. This 
expedition happened about the ijgth year of the Hejra, 
In the mean while, both the califf and Mojlim, when the 
affairs of the field gave them leave, were improving the af¬ 
fairs of thecalifat, by building forts, bridges, towns, and 
villages, and making other improvements, where they were 
moft wanted. All this, however, could not be done, but 
by the califPs raifing immenfe fums upon his fubjects j by 
which he obtained the character of being the moft avarejous 
prince, that had ever fat upon the Modem throne. 

Affairs of The affairs of the Modems in Europe, by means of the 
Spain, and European hiftorians, are during this period, better preferred 
the Mof- than thofe in Afia. After the noble exploits performed by 

count Eudes wfeo was duke of Aquitain, one Tabya was ap¬ 
pointed by HeJJsam , or, according to others, by Tczid, the 
Modem governor of Spain, and p.oved to be a man of abi¬ 
lities, though a fevere jufticiary. During his government 
there, he protected the Chriftians, and they, and the drabs, 
lived in great harmony together. But Roderic of Toledo, 
differs widely, both as to dates and fa£b, with other hif¬ 
torians of that time, though he is, perhaps, more to be de¬ 
pended upon than they. We (hall, however, without per¬ 
plexing our readers with fruitlefs conjectures, endeavour tq 
reprefent them, as near as pofiible, to probability. Ihe 
brave Pelagius ftill remained unfubdued, and had obtain¬ 
ed many fignal advantages againft the Moflems, whofe great 
views of extending their conquefts over all the continent of 
Europe, perhaps did not fuffer them to employ their arm? 
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n reducing the rocks of Aujlria. It does not appear at 
ivhat time Yahya died, or refigned the government. But, Revota- 
ive are told, that one Odoyfa , was lent by the governor of tions of 
'Africa to fucceed him; but he, proving unequal to the truft, their g<>- 
Hcjhm appointed another governor, one Taman* who was in vernmenf 
a few months fucceeded by another, called Othman ; who there, 
jvas difpofted in four months, by Haytam, thefonof Obeid. 

Such quick revolutions of governors, ftrongly confirm 
what we have already obferved, that the califPs authority 
wasvery little regarded in Spain. A confpiracy was foon 
formed amongft tome of the moil confiderable Spanijh Arabs , 
againft Hejbam, but that being difeovered, fome of the con¬ 
spirators were put to death, and he, moll impolitically, or¬ 
dered others to be whipt in public. This happening to be 
the punifhrnent of on eYezid, a man of quality, and great 
abilities, amongft the Arabs , he found means to efcape to 
Damafcus , where he gave the cal iff a full account of the 
Hate of his affairs in Spain , and being feconded by one 
Machimen , the califf was prevailed upon at their requeft, to 
appoint Abdalrarnan to be his governor of Spain. At the 
fametime, Machimen was difpatched by the califf, with a 
proper authority, tq difplace Hay tarn , and to punifli him, 
which he did, by ordering him to be publickly whipt, 
loaded with irons, carried in derifion upon an afs, through 
theflreets of Corcluba , where he had formerly appeared with 
all the enfigns of royalty, ond then to be imprifoned du¬ 
ring life, 

Ahdalralman , either afraid of Havtam’s tyranny, or .dif- They are 
trufting the fmcerity apd intentions of Machimen , had at courted b/ 
this time retired into obfeurity ; fo that Mahomet* the (on of Eudes ' 
Abdallah , was made governor of Spain* under the califf, duke of 
with a kind of interregnal power, which he exercifed for Aquitain . 
two months, when Abdalrarnan appeared, and took upon 
fiimfelf the government. In the mean while, it is certain, 
that Eudes , the duke of Aquitain , was, in a quarrel, the 
fubjed of which is foreign to this hiftory, defeated by 
Charles Martel , and began to tamper with the Arabs of Spain , 
for afiiftance. It does not clearly appear that he diredlly 
applied to Abdalrarnan, but there is reafon to believe, that he 
mgociated with one Muniz , ah Arab of great power in 
Spain* who promifed to afiift him, as foon as he could di¬ 
vert Abdalrarnan of his government. As the feal of this con¬ 
federacy, the count is faid to have bellowed upon Mu¬ 
niz* his filler in marriage; the moft celebrated beauty in 
her time. But Muniz found hiriifelf greatly inferior, in. 
force, to Abdalrarnan . and was obliged to fhut himfelf up 
in a city in Spain , which was befieged by Abdalrarnan ; 
who made fuch a progrefs in the liege, that Muniz in dif- 
pair, broke his neck down a precipice, and his wife was 
lent in as £ Have, and a prefent to the califf. It appears that 
count Eudes, finding Muniz unable to make head againft 

Abdalrarnan , 
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region 


An infur- Abdalraman, was cautious enough to keep his troops fr 0 ^ 

joining him. But Abdalraman, who appears to have bcena 
fupprciTed thorough Arab, eafily perceived the fecret defigns of Emits 

and that he intended to have introduced into France a body 
of Modem troops. He therefore refolved to do that for 
himfelf which Muniz was to have executed for Eudes. 
But the reader here is not to imagine, that the troops with 
which he intended to execute this mighty fcheme were 

Great compofed of Arabs. Thefe, if by them we underftandthe 

power of native Arabs , could be but few j and yet it is certain that 
the Mof- one half of the pepole of Spain , at this time, were fo 


Jems in 
Spain. 


They in¬ 
vade 
France 
with forty 


reigners ; and fubjedls to the califf from other countries 
efpecially Afric. This is not to be wondered at, when we 
confider the vaft fuperiority of the foil and climate of Spain, 
to the defarts of Barbary and Numidia, and the great conve- 
niency which the Modem governors of Afric had, after 
Spain came under the power of the califfs, to pour their 
numbers from the one country into the other. 

It was not furprifing that a nation fo overftocked, as Spain 
muftat that time have been, with inhabitants, fhould readily 
join with Abdalraman, in his intention to make himfelf and 


pifen- 


them mafters of the fine fouthern provinces of France, 
thoufand Upwards of 400,000 men inlifted under his ftandards; 

the greateft army that, perhaps, ever marched from the 
fouthern to the northern parts of Europe. It could not be 
faid they marched, for, like the wild beafts of their own 
1 native plains, they rufhed from their haunts, fired with the 

• rage of daughter, rapine, and devaluation. Thefe were 

the calamities that marked Abdalraman s progrefs. He pro¬ 
ceeded to Arles upon the Rhone , where he met with a feeble 
refiftance, from a body of Franks , whom he either cut in 
pieces, or pufhed into the Rhone , where they perifhed. 
Having pa fled the rivers Gar one, and Dordone, he was op- 
pofed by count Ernies, who faw himfelf in danger of be¬ 
ing fwallowed up in the general calamity ; but he was de¬ 
feated, and Abdalraman proceeded to Fours ; ravaging, and 
laying wafte, with fire and fword, all places, both facred 
and profane, through which he palled. 

Their While Abdalraman was th us ravaging France , the Moors, 
progrefs Africans , and Arabs , all of them fubjedt to the califf, were 
jn Italy making frefh irruptions into all parts of Europe , and pof- 
and Sicily, feffed themfelves of Calabria, Apulia, and even Sicily itfelf. 

The weaknefs of th e European governments, at this time, the 
ambition of the popes, and divifions of religion, undoubt¬ 
edly, were the chief caufes of the progrefs ofthofe barba¬ 
rians. Abdalraman , whom all of them acknowledged to be 
their head in Europe , was now at the height of his con- 
quefts. But while he was deffroying towns and all the 
countries round them, with unreftrained fury, having laid 
the churches, and moft magnificent buildings, all in 

ruins. Charles Martel, then the greateft warrior in Europe, 

* * * \ * 
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Martel , 
with great 


)eing joined by count Eudes , and reinforced by a body of They are 
Germans, attacked the barbarians near Tours, and gave defeated 
them one of the moft complete defeats, that we read of by Charles 
in hiftory. No fewer than three hundred and feventy-five 
thoufand of the califFs fubjedls are faid to have been kil¬ 
led in this engagement: but this number muft be under- daughter 
flood to comprehend all the women, children, and (laves, 
who followed the barbarians, and Abdalraman himfelf fell 
in the engagement; the lofs of the Chriftians, on this oc- 
cafion, is faid not to have exceeded one thoufand five hun¬ 
dred. Notwithftanding this dreadful blow, by which they 
loft all-their baggage, and their plunder, to an immenfe 
value, yet they (fill kept poffeffion of Narbonne , which,was 
befieged by the French, though the fiege was raifed, by 
Charles Martel , who again defeated the barbarians, with a 
moft prodigious (laughter. Authors differ greatly as to the 
particular year in which thofe great events happened. It is 
moft likely, that they took up feveral years, that is, from 
the year 727, to the year 731, if not 732, in which year, 
it is moft probable, the great battle of Tours was fought. 

It is proper to keep the hiftory of the Modem affairs in 


Europe 


califat, as much as poffible, feparate 


from thofe that happened in other parts of the world. Up¬ 


on the death 


Hejham fent one Abdolmalec , 


an Arab of great diftin£tion, to be his governor of Sp 


unfit 


his poft 


again ds- 


which is more probable, was fo little regarded by his fub- 
jeeb, that the Franks infulted him in his own government, 
fie attempted to pafsthe Pyreneans , at the head of an army. They are 
but was repulfed, and obliged to take (helter in 4 Spain, with 
great (harne, and lofs. At the fame time, the Spanijb feated. 
Modems fent over great complaints egainft Abdolmalec? to 
the califf. who thereupon appointep Okba to fucceed him in 
his government. This Okba was more difagreeable than 
even his predeceffor had been, to the califrs fubje£ts in 


Sp 


The 


The ca~ 


hisyears, he omiited no a£t of oppeflion to enrich the ca- Jiff» s G p 

the laws feverely in force againft the Chriftians, whom he * 
obliged to pay, to the utmoft farthing of their-tribute. He 


Jiff. As he affected a vaft ftri&nefs in his religion, he put 


Modems 


govern - 

ment in 


moftftruffperformance of their religious duties, and cere- ^ 
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monies; and he brought to condign juftice all the great of¬ 
ficers, efpecially thofe who had enriched themfelves, be¬ 
ginning with his predeceffor; whom, as foon as he ar¬ 
rived at Corduba, he threw into prifon, loaded with irons. 
It appears, however, from the face of hiftory, that he could, 
not have proceeded in this manner, had he not been ftrong- 
ly fupported by the califPs governors in Africa. For, after 
he had reduced the affars of his province to a (late of 


» 


teeming tranquility, he fitted 


fleet, with a. defig 


to 




Rebellion 
and revo¬ 
lution 
there. 
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td rfcverige the prodigious Ioffes, which his country had 
fuffered from the French. But, while this fleet lay off 
ragofa , he received certain intelligence, that the fubjefls 
of his government in Spainwere forming a confpirary againft 
him. This obliged him to pcrftpone the refolution of inva¬ 
ding France ; and, after touching at Corduba , finding tfe 
news of the tonfpiracy to be well founded, he failed over 
to Africa; where, obtaining the command of a body of 
troops^ he returned to Spain , and put to death the chiefs of 
the confpiracy, that had been formed againft him. This 
feverity, however, does not feem to have reftored tranqui¬ 
lity to his government j fof we find. In the 124th year of 
the Hejra, he was obliged ro refign it, to his predeceffor, 
Abdolmalec. As the Modems who were fettled in Africa 
were extremely ignorant, we know little that happened, 
with regard to the califPs affairs in Spain, during rhe te- 
fnamder of his reign, but from Chriftian authors. We< 
learn, hower, enough to perceive, that the replacing Ab¬ 
dolmalec in the government of Spain , was highly difagree- 
ble to the Moors of Africa , who thought that Spain belonged 
more properly to them, and their countrymen, than to the 
califf. We accordingly are told, by Roderic of Toledo , that 
in the 124th year of the Hejra, which anfwers to the year 
of our Lord 742, a rebellion broke out in the interior parts 
of Africa, to which, ltfeems, the califPs arms had pene¬ 
trated ; and that the rebel general, after defeating a great 

army fent againft him by the califf, invaded Spain, and de¬ 
clared himfelf independent. According to the accounts we 
have, his army was notcompofed of thofe fwarthy kind of 
Moors that, at that time, were fettled in Spain ; but of a 
blacker kind, drafan from Nigritia, but very refolute, har¬ 
dy, and barbarous. Abdohnalec, Hejbams governor of Spain, 
oppofed them when they laidfiege to Toledo , and obliged 
them to raife the fiege, with great /laughter. But as they 
were reinforced with frefh fupplres of barbarians, AbdaU 
raman, who feems to have been an Arab, the ufurper’s ge¬ 
neral, marched againft Corduba itfelf, which he took, and 
Abdolmalec himfelf falling, alive into his hands, he put him 


Mojlim 

again 
marches 
againft 
the Turks. 


to a cruel death, 

We are now to rethrn to the other tranfacliorts of the 
cali/Psvaft empire, and therefore muft return to the year of 
our Lord 731. In this year, we are told, but with no par¬ 
ticulars attending the relation, that Mofem, the califf’s 
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of their khan’s towns, with a valt: 


Turks 


and a great deal of plunder. The califf had now two fops* 
grown to man’s eftate, and both of them commanding ar¬ 
mies. Moawiyab , one of them, made an irruption inter 
Paphlagonia , from whence he carried an immenfe booty,- 
and agreat number of Chriftians into captivity. Hejhanh 

«ther Ton, Salman 5 at the head of another army, made an 

irruption 


* 
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Irruption 
tories? 
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,on into another part of the Greek emperor's tefri- 
; an d, after taking the fortrefs of Ptlozomum , and ra- 
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d home. Next year, however, he renewed war witr 
at the head of an army of ninety thoufand the Grata 


then return* 

of the generals who acted under him, Ma 
f an d Abdallah , having advanced as far as SyWrf, in 
l pl‘: a a t the head of fifty thoufarid men, was defeated by 
fwmoeror Leo, in perfon, and his fon, Conjiantine 

tnecuip r ._v, 

miuh w,th 


five 

off. This great defeat, which did 


fomuch honour to the old emperor, did not, however, 
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Moflems 


Princes 
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fit a nd Salimas from taking thefirft opportunity that pre- 
i rpnpur fhpir inroads into the Greek territories. 


re* 

Sa¬ 


inted, to renew their - , . . 

tominb met with bu J !” d f^ ent f u ,? c f s ’ l n - d . m , hls 
turn to Syria, he was killed by a fall from his horfe. 

hman who invaded the imperial Armenia , was not more 

fortunate ; nor can thofe plundering expeditions, againft 

defencelefs, open countries, for no other purpofes, but thofe 

of plunder and flavery, be mentioned, but with mdigna- 


tiori arid horror. 


cal iff 
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this time, feems to have encouraged one AUc to rebel againlt againft tne 
the califf, who fent againft him two generals, called Kaliu, califF. 
and Zohair. This rebellion feems to have broken out in a 
province, called by Ptolomy, Arachofia , and by Pomponms 
Mela y Ariana -y lying between Cazwuania , and the Indus, 
which, according to Ptolomy s map, bounds it on the one 
fide, as the Arachofian Lake does on the other. _ This is a 
circumftance we rather take notice of, becaufe it has beeii 
remarked by other anthors ; and it (hows to what a prodi¬ 
gious extent the Mo/lcms\\2L& now carried their arms. Tne re¬ 
bel, Alik, advanced to Sigara, which Ptolomy has marked to 
be a town of that province, and he there defeated the ca¬ 
lif’s troops ; perhaps the vaft difficulty of defeating him lft 
fo remote a province, is the reafon why.the califf^dropt 
that defign , and why we meet with no farther mention of 

him in hiftory. , . , , 

Hejban ?s reign was more chequered with good and bad An impot-x 

fortune, than that of any Of his predeccflors, though the tor prc- 
latter feems to have been moft predominant. Exafperated tends.to 
by the repeated defeats he had received from the Greek em- bethe em¬ 
peror, he feems to have formed a project this year, which perorof 
has been often pra&ifed in hiftory, which was that of fettmg Greece, 

• r . i ynr_7_!_ ThC r\i*r*h_ 


up a pretender to the Greek empire.. 
ed upon was by birth a Perganienian 


Hefna 


pre- 


f Ju/linian 


This Pervamenian had 


.., ..., nan, the califf’s fon, but whe 

ther the impofture was of his own or the califf s contri 


ting, does not appear 


Hejha 


ordered that 

he 
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be fhould, in all refpecls, be treated as the rightful heir 
the Greek empire ; and affigned him a body of guards, and 
very fplendid equipages, with which he paraded through 
the chief parts of his dominions, in hopes of animating tic 
Greeks to a rebellion again!! the reigning emperor ; hut we 
know of no fuccefs that either he or the impoftor met 
with. 

* 

In the i 2 ift year of the Hejra, and the 739th year of 
Chrifl, one Zeid, the fon of AH, of the renowned family 
of Haleb, and, confequently, related to the califf, AH, pm 
himfelf at the head of 1400 Cufans, who, with the inha¬ 
bitants of that city, took an oath of allegiance to him. 
The califf ordered Tufeph , or ftfeph, then governor of 
Bafras to advance againft the rebels, who according to 
their accuftomed inconftancy, and fanatirifm, demanded of 
Ali, what was his opinion of Abubekcr, and Omar. His 
anfwer feeming to be favourable to their memory, they im¬ 
mediately renounced the allegiance they had fo lately fworn 
to him, and he found his followers reduced to the number 
fuppreft. of fourteen. Upon this occafion he very juflly obferved, 

that the Cufans behaved in the fame manner to him, as they 
had done to Hofeht. He and his few faithful followers, were 
immediately cut in pieces by Tufeph, and his dead body was 
treated with every kind of indignity, that could be devifed. 
His fon had the good fortune to efcape. 

MeJUmm- The quick ana eafy extin£lion of this rebellion, encou- 
vades the raged the califf to fend his brother Moflim , again to invade 
Greek em- the territories of the Greek empire; and he reduced, or ra¬ 
phe, tiler retook Catamans a , a confiderable city, on the frontiers 

of Mefopotamia, towards the LeJJer Armenia , and, according 
to Ptolemy, l ying in the province of Comagena. Another of 
his generals, Merwan , penetrated, this year, as far as Der- 
bent , then the feat of the Turks, lying between the Cafpian, 
and Escxine , feas; and obliged their khan to agree to pay an 
annual tribute to the califf: but the Chriflian hiftorians 
give the honour of this expediaion to Solysnan, the califf' S s 
fon. Moflim, the califf’s brother, this year died, to the 
inexpreffible lofs of the califat, and next year, according 
to Chriflian authors, Hejham ordered a great number of his 
Hisdeath. Chriflian captives to be put to the fvvord, in cool blood; 

a cruelty, of which he feems to have been very capable. 
In other refpedls, it muff be acknowledged, he was very at¬ 
tentive to the interefl of his empire. He ordered a bridge 
to be built over the Euphrates, which joins Syria to Mefopo- 
tamia ; and, an inundation having deflroyed a famous 
bridge upon the Hygris, it was, by his orders* repaired, and 
rebuilt. G"eat part of his dominions, particularly the city 
of Edtfja, was, about the fame time, deftroyed, by the like 
inundations. It is faid farther to his praife, by Chriflian 
authors, whoare by no means favourable to bis memory, 

that, towards the latter end of his reign, he grew lefs cruel 

thao 
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a - ijefcad been to the Chriftians. This was owing to an 

’ rimacv had contracted with one Stephen , a Chriftian 

Unnk of eminent fan&ity, whom he permitted the Chrif- 
^ans of Antioch to chufe for th'cir patriarch, after that fee 

had been Vacant for forty years. 

•In the twentieth year of his reign, and about the fifty-Death and 
fixth of his age, the calif?, Hejhafn , contracted a quinfey, character 
which foon carried him out of the world. As to nis per- of Ho/ein ,* 
fon his face was remarkably difagreeable. He was red 
haired, and of a fandy complexion ; and he had fcjuinting 
eves. * His intellectuals, however, appear, from his hifto- 
rv, to have been vigorous ; for* notwithftanding his pro¬ 
digious variety of operations* both in peace and war, he 
governed by no minifter* but infpeCted every thing himfelf,, 

He is accufed by all hiftorians, to have been exceffively 
avaricious; but that charge receives fome abatement, by 
the many works of magnificence, and ufe, which he ereCt- 
edthroughout the califat. Notwithftanding his paffion for 
money, he was fo great a loveriof fine cloaths, that he had 
no fewer than feven hundred coffers, on each of which he 
had fixed his own feal, full of all kinds of habits, amongft 
which are reckoned one thoufand paifs of drawers, and 
tenthoufand fhirts. This paffion he probably indulged, by 
way of reproach, to the fordid appearance which fome of 
his predeceffors in the califat, the two Omars efpecially, 
made in their attire. He was careful of his treafures, as of 
his cloaths*. The infcription upon his feal* had in it both, 
humour, and meaning. It was, A wife man is a fat beaft 
of burden. He was, like the greateft of his predeceffors, 
very punctual in the obfervance of religious duties, and 
teremonies, One of his domeftics being accufed of drinking 
wine, keeping miftreffes, and playing upon the lute, which 
was thought, by the Arabs , to be an effeminating inftru- 
ment; be was brought before the califf, who ordered the 
fellow’s drum to be beat about his ears. Upon this the ac¬ 
cufed party fell a crying; not, he faid, for the affront done to 
himfelf, but for that done to his lute, which the' califf had 
in contempt, called a drum. A complaint worthy afantaf- 
t*c, effeminate, Syrian. He forbad one of his Tons, who 
aliedged an excufe for not coming to prayers in the mofque, 
that he had no beaft to carry him, to ride, for a whole 
year, upon either horfe or camel; Upon tne whole, he an- 
fwered the defcripticn of the motto upon his feal, for 
with, a found judgment. He rendered himfelf a fordid drudg¬ 
ing,- beaft of burden. 
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Valid II. fin to Yezid II. 
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He is iiic- TOT WITH ST ANDIN G the bad qualities of the 

ceedeJ. by late cal iff, we do not find that, though iie had ions 

Walid ii. of his own, he did any thing to fet afide from the throne* 

liis nephew, Walid , who had been named, by his brother 
Yizid, to thpfuccefhon, upon Hejham 's death. Walid , well 
knowing the great regard paid by the Moderns, to fuch 
kind of nominations, was, during his uncle’s life-time, at 
very little pains r o conceal from the public, his natural pro- 
penfity to/pleafure, which gave fo muchfcandal to H^jham^ 
that, finding admonitions, did him no fervice, he fent him 
into a kind of banilhment zt Jzraky where, either from a 
principle of policy}”' or being, out of the road of temptation, 
he led a more reformed life. But ho fooner did he hear of 
ilejham's death, than he fent an order to a favourite fecre- 
tary, who had been confined by the late califF, to be feta t 
liberty ; and to take upon himfelf the charge of the im- 
menfe wealth which Hejham had left behind him. The 
fecretary performed this, by affixing the new califFs feal 
to the doors of all the apartments, where the wealth was 
deposited, nor could even dead cloaths be found for He- 
(hand s corps, till one of his domeftics wrapt it up in a 


Infurrec- 
tion a- 
gain ft 

him.- 


W\/UII«4^V ff ‘fllCCtf ~ 

It, was in the 125th year of the Hejra, wb 
the 743d year of Cnrift, when Walid afcenc 
of the caiiffs. The beginning of his reign. 
by an infurre&ion, raifed by Yabya^ the fon of Zeia, who was 
defeated, and killed, in the late reign. This young prince, 
as we have already feen, had, upon his father’s deteat, and 
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ch anfwers to 

ed the throne 
was difturbed 


death 


Walid. 


His pro- 


and his body was treated in the fame ignominious manner, 

as that of his father had been. 

This Walid II. was, in his chara< 5 !er, almoft the reverie 

digality. of all his predecefiors, for he was not only naturally vo¬ 
luptuous, to the iaft degree, but he took no pains to con¬ 
ceal his debauchery. Even this, perhaps, would not have 
ruined him, had he, like his predecefiors, kept up to the 
exteriors of his religion. It was indeed no wonder, that 
in an age, when all religions were, either defpicable in 
themfelves, or become odious, through the ignorance, ido¬ 
latry, or immorality, of its profefi'ors, the do&rinp of a 
future ftate became to he doubted, and at laft disbelieved, 
by many. Walid himfelf .was of this number, and indeed 
it was a doctrine better fuited, than any other) to the life he 

led i 
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leJ; and he was impolitic enough, not to add hypccrify 
infidelity ; for he made no fecret of his principles. 

On the other hand, he poffefled, in a moft eminent de- And po- 
pee the arts of popularity. _ ^Having been, during the late pularity. 


S7S 


to 


c 


aliff’s reign 


greatly reftri&ed in his expences, he no 
[boner became matter of the immenfe treafures of the em¬ 
pire, than he feemed to give a loofe to the rage of prodiga- 
itv, which indeed Was his natural difpofition, and which, 
forfome time, he had it in his power to indulge, to its full 
extent. He laid it down, as a rule, to refufe no one a pe¬ 
tition, excepting the friends, and feryarits of the late califf* 
ten he punilhed with great bitternefs, for the treatment 
behad received under their matter. His time was fpent in 
[loathing, arid feeding, in the moft plentiful manner, all 
thepcor objects of compaffion in Damafcus j and all the wo¬ 
men in that city were prefented with perfumes, and fine at¬ 
tire, at his expence. Being fenfiblc, how difguftihg fuch 


a 


conduttmuft be, tp all the fober Moderns, he fought to get 
upon his fide the affections of. the army, by augmenting their 
pay, and he fo far carried his point, that, after their example* 
bisfubjefts fworeto acknowledge fiis fons, Hakem , and Oth- 


m , in their courfeof birth-right, [for his fucceffors. 


The fame diffolute principle, which induced Waled to He peric* 
neglett Mahometanifm,. prevailed Upon him to perfec’ute cutes the 

Chriftianity for, wp are told, that he ordered the tohgue Chriftians 
if a Neapolitan i at Damafcus , to be plucked out, for having 
fpoken difiefpeCtfally of the Modem religion, and then to 
bebaniflied to Arabia, where he differed martyrdom. ■ 

JVolid, having got the army to declare in his favour* was He is 
courted by the -neighbouring princes. Conflantine-Coprony— courted 
ms, having now fucceeded his father, Leo Ifaurus , in the by the 
Grid empire,, at firft attempted to difturb his government, Greeksi, 
mdledan army againft bis fubjedts. But, during his ab- 
bce, Artabaz.es, his brother-in-law, giving out that he was 
lead, declared himfelf emperor, and took his eldeft fon, 

} "'"‘ l orus, for his collegue.- This obliged Confbantine to 
[urn his arms againft his rival in empire ; and Wdid, hav¬ 
ing on foot a very fine army, faw himfelf courted by both 
parties. Andreas Spatharius, was fent ambaffador to Da - 

froth Con/lantine * and Gregorius Log at bet a, for Ar- 

lames. • 

I Li lid might now have rendered himfelf the moft glorious His egr<J» 
prince that ever fat upon the throne of the califfs, could g] 0 us 
e have obferved but the decencies of ^appearance, before vicesy 
“ ls Objects. But, far from that, he ftill continued to' game, 

>nd drink wine, in public. He carried with him to Mecca , 

>n g liquors, and dogs, than which, there could not be a 
greater abomination, in tfia eyes of the Modems j and 

:ven went fo far, as to make a woman, whom he had de- 
jauched, read public prayers to the people, under a veil. 

Ineie, and many other, enormities, were too fbocking to 

T * bg 
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be-longer-endured, and his fubje&s, as one man, came to, 
a refolution todepofe him. Walid was then refiding at 
heir a , near Damafcus , one of the moft pleafant fpots in fy. 
ria, with only his ordinary guards about him ; and, being 
a profefied fenfualift, he either trufted to his popularity 
amongft his foldiers, or, did not think life was worthy 0 fa 
ftruggle. The mutineers chofe for their leader, Yezid, the 
fon of Walid I. and marching againft the califf, they de- 
feated the few troops he had about him, and advanced to 
the gates of his palace. Here he prefented himfelf, and put 
them in mind of his lenity, liberality, and mildnefs of his 
government. All this they did notdifown, but they reproach- 
ed him, in their turn, with his vices; and ten of the moft 


refoluteof them rufhing in, put him to death, without his 


making the fmalleft refiftance ; one of his hands, and his 
head, were then cut off, and nailed to one of the gates of] 
Datnafcus • 

Chacsder Walid II. at the time of his death, was about forty-two 

years of age, and he reigned about fifteen months. The 
Perjian hiltorians, who are all of them prejudiced againft the 
princes of the houfe of Ommiyah , are very unfavourable to 
his memory, and tell us, that he even tore in pieces, and 
trod under foot the Koran, an adtion, which, if true, was 
as impious, as it was impolitic: Notwithftanding this, itis 
allowed, that he poflefled good natural parts ; that he was 
eloquent, and an excellent poet. He had thirteen children, 
and his two eldeft for.s were, immediately upon his death 
being proclaimed, thrown into prifon. 


Yezid III, the fon of Walid I. 


He 

ceeded by 
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H E deceafed califf 
his reign, 


ui 


the 


Yezid III- menf© treafures left him by his predecefFor, that his fuc 

ceffor found his coffers empty, fothat he was obliged to di 

' >ria»s tell us 

ng of Perk 


minHh the 


The Arab 


ui 


by hereditary 


firu 
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Yazdejerd, or Xerzes, the lineal defeendant of the old nr* 
fan monarchs. . The califf, therefore inferted his defeent 
by his mother, amongft his other titles, as he likewifedid, 
his being the eldeft branch of the houfe of Ommiyah, de¬ 
fended from Meruuan I. His firft care was to make the 
great men, and people about him, recognize his brother, 
Ibrahim , as heir, and fuccelfor, and after him Adalaziz, the 
grandfon of the califf, Abdolmalec • Thofe two princes bad 
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ticcn very a&ive, as well as the new califf himfelf, in the 
death of Walid II. . 

Tho’the laft mentioned prince’s vices were extremely de- Rebellion 
(eftable to the people of Damafcus, and Syria , yet the people againff 
of the remoter provinces, who felt the mildnefs of his ad- him. 
miniftration, without knowing of his vices, no fooner 
heard of his death, than they every where run to arms to 
revenge it. The people of Herns defeated an army fent 
againft them by tne califf*. Solyman , the fon of Hejham % 
getting together a body of men, prepared to advance to 
‘Dmqfcus , the Pale/lines killed their governor, and were in 
arms, But the moft dangerous opponent the new califf 
met with, was Merwan, firnamed Hymar , who avowed 
himfelf to be the pfote&or of Walid II’s. children, and 
the avenger of his death. He feems, at that time, to have 
been governor, or to have had 'great intereft, in Armenia , 
forhe was fo powerful there, that the califf was obliged to 
give him the governments of Manfely Aderbijan , Armenia , 
and Mefcpotamia. The califf did not long enjoy the fruits 
of this pacification, for he died in the fixth month of his 
reign, being paft forty years of age, of the plague, at Da - 

mm. 

in his perfon, he is faid to have been of a thin habit, 
and a middle fize. His principles were in favour of man's 
free agency, which, amongft the Modems, is looked up¬ 
on as herefy. In other refpe&s, though he had no great 
chara&er before he came to the throne, during his fhort 
reign, he is faid to have a£led with juftice and modera- 
. tion. 



Ibrahim, brother to Yezid III. 


ceededby 
lbrahimy 
who is op- 
pofed by 


T HE reign of this prince was fo fhort, that he isHeisfoc- 

fcarcely mentioned by fome hiftorians. We are told, 
that, at his acceffion, a terrible peftilence ravaged all the 
eaft. But it appears very plain, that all diftant provinces 
were ftill intent upon revenging the death of Walid II. and 
that the califf found means to bring ever to his party, Soly- Merwan, 
man, the fon of Hejbani , whom he made general of his ar¬ 
my; yet Merwan Himar , made ufe of the vaft power 
which his government gave him, to raife a great army a- 
gainft him ; on account of the hand he had in the death of 
Walid. II. Merwan , accordingly, firft made himfelf maf- 
ter of Edejfa., and afterwards marched towards the power- 
h 1 * province of Kinnifriny where he was oppofed by Bajhar, 
and MafruTy two generals who commanded for the califf 

there. But the pretext of Merwan'% infurre&ion was fp 


t 3 


fpedous 
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fpecious, that the califfs troops unanimoufly inlifled ende t 
his ftandard, and delivered his generals prifoners into Mt r . 

The two eldeft fons of l Valid li. Hakem,^ { j 

Oihman , were ft ill prifoners at Damafc 


hands 


His pro- 
giefs. 


dared himfelf their prote&or ; he foon made himfelf ma f. 
ter of Hems, where the people fwore fidelity to his caufc. 

Pie was now at the head' of fixry thoufand men, and he 
had the advantage of attacking a prince, the weakeft, and 
the moft ftupid, of any that had yet filled the califat: fa 

1 i r\ fi 7 * T.T! ^ , 1 n » 


op 


Ibrahims 

* 

cruelty. 


fuch was the chara&er of Ibrahim. His general, Seiynion 
however, found means to draw together, one hundred anj 
twenty thoufand troops, and, at the head^of them, h 
pofed the progrefs of Merwan. Solytnan 's army, W c may 
p re fume, confifted of Damafcenes , and Syrians ; who held 

the memory of IValid II. in the utmoff deteftation ; f or 
being invited bv Merman, to join him in revenging that ca- 
liff’s death, he was fo far from doing it, that a bloody bat¬ 
tle enfued, in which Solytnan was defeated, and obliged to 

retire to Datnafcus, with the final! remains of his army. 
Here, according to the barbarous policy of the eaftern 
countries, he perfuaded Ibrahim, to put Hakem , and Oth. 
man to death. But the young princes had fome time be¬ 
fore their death, the precaution, and prefence of mind, t0 
nominate Mcrvcon for their fucceflor, to their fellow pri- 
foner, one Sheibani. This nomination, as far as they had 
power to make it, confidering the circumftances they were 
under, was undoubtedly both wife, ami valid; and Mtr* 

x •_i* if __ i , 


carried off with 


wan availed himl'elf of it. Solytnan , having procured tbe 
death of the two young princes, 
hirn all the money he found, belonging to the califf, 
and made his efcapc, j eft: as Merman had advanced to 

Damafc 


A 

Cl 


___ .. . _ rmy. Merwan , 

after the defeat of S sly man, had given 1 berty to all his pri- 

* - ‘ the rieht of ' 


ifprefi^ns foners, who recognized the right of the two murdered 

3 1 . t t . * 1 _ • . i . T.n 

reliirance, 

Datnafcus, with his army, where the califf ,'Ibrahim, him- 


the calffat ptinces, and obtained, without 


^•million into 


to Met:- 

span. 


felf, was the firft: who recognized him as fovereign, upon 
Sheibani folemnly declaring, that he had been nominated by 
the two murdered princes, for their fucceflor. Menvqth 
firft care was to give a proper interment to the bodies of 
the two princes; after which, the people of Damafcm , -md 


r. 


erene or tovercign power 
him- whole reign ends here 


o ---- , 

As to the depofed califf, Ibra- 

faid, by fome, to have 


he 


" - ' / / / 

furvived his fovereignty, which lulled onlyleventy days, lor 

fome years, but others fay, for three months ; and that he 

was either afiaflinated, or put to death by Mermans Ion. 

As to hr perfo-n, we know little or nothing, but that he was 

very curious in dreffing his hair; nor do we find, that he 

ever repined at his being reduced to a private flatten, or 


that he gave any trouble to Merwan 
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erwan 


the 


127th 


year of the Hejra, being the 744th year of Ch 
Heknew that his title, though pretended to be of the houfe 
of Qmmiyah, and though his mother was widow to Mufab, A -- u * 744 ' 
brother to the caiifF Abdallah Zobeir, was liable to vaft ob¬ 
jections. In faift, though the Syrians found it extremely 
beneficial, to live under califf’s of the houfe of Ommiyab , 
becaufe they refided at Duma feus ; yet, as we have often 
hinted, the old frock of the Arab Modems, who adhered to 
i\\iHejbum family, which was that of Mahomet, confidered 
them as little better than ufui pers. The heads of the He- . 
jbamites, after the death of Hofein , had made no great fi- :ntrjgues 
gure in the califat, and lived upon their own eftates ; far In ^ vour 
remote from the court The moll refpected of them, at, l ;. e _ 

(route or 


this time, was 


Mahom 


Hcfi 


Mahomet 


1 of Ah, and the head of 
from Abbas the Prophet’s 


Hefham 


of Hefjarn (for fo we are to diftitiguifh it, 
Hejhamite 


from 


Mahomet to the califat. The chief of the confpirators were* 


I ^ 

formed be- 


Solyman, the fon of Koihair , Malic, . ^ 

all of them very rich, made a prefent of an imnrenfe fum . 
of money to Mahomet , for his fupport j and to encourage * c ^ oun 
him to afpire to the lovereignty. Mahomet , who is fair! to ? l l e „ 
have been endued with the fpirit of prophecy, finding his"k“ eo * 
health declining, or, perhaps, h’mfelf unequal for fo great ^bbas, 
an undertaking, declined the offer, with regard to himfelf, 
but encouraged it, as to his Tons. His 
refidingat Korafan, a correfpondence had 
tween them, even during Hefjam’s reign, and it had been 
difeovered by his governor of Korafan , who had put to 
death Ztid, Mahomet’s agent, and ten Cufans who were then 
engaged in the confpiracy. We do not, however, perceive 
that any perfecution was raifed, on that account, againft 
the houfe of Abbas , though the confpirators continued to 
make vaft preparations, of money, and other neceli’aries, 
which were to be employed, as foon as a pioper opportu 'phe hea 

nity prefented, for the execution of their defigns. About 0J it dies 
two or three years before the accelfion of Merman II. to afl< j 
the califat, Mahomet being afrefh applied to, to declare hirn- 
feif, he declined it, but foretold, that, after his dearh,\vhicti 


he perceived was n 




lead 


ar 


his Ion Ibrahim would become the 


erof th 


ir party ; anti that when he was fum, ^ hit Ion 


Abdallah would take upon him the Mofiem government, and 
fettle the foundation of a new dynafty of ca tiffs after 
rooting out the-tyrannical houfe oi Qmmiyah .. Mahomet. at 

refided at Homaima, an antient eiiate o* he He¬ 


ll 


Jh 
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Jhamites ; and the deputies who treated with himj believing 
him to be infpired with the fpirit of prophecy, kiffed the 
hands of Abdallah r as the future emperor of the faithful. 


Soon after this interview, that is in the year of the Hejra 
125, Mahomet died. His fon Ibrahim immediately difpatch- 


fucceeded ed aji agent, one Hejham , to Kora 
by his fon there, towards th<j execution of 


vafan, to animate his friends 
of their long meditated de- 


Ibrahim j fign, and he was fo well received, that he was fent back, 

with a frefh remittance of money, to Ibrahim. 
who em- Upon the acceffion of Merwan , Ibrahim , thinking it a 


who em- Upon the acceffion of Merwan , Ibrahim , thinking it a 
ploys the favourable opportunity, repaired to Mecca ; from thence 
famous he difpatched Abu Mojlim , to concert the proper meafures 
Abu Mof- with his friends in Korajan , for their beginning their ope- 
lenti " rations againft Merwan ’s government; and, at the fame 

time, he gave Abu Mojl'tm a commiflion, though he was 
but nineteen years of age, to be his governor of Korafan. 
Solyman Kothair , thinking Ibrahim extremely imprudent, for 
trufting a matter of fuch danger, and importance, to the 
management of fuch a ftrippling; paid no regard to his 
commiffion, and refufed to enter into any negociation with 
him. But to give a proof of his attachment to Ibrahim , he 
went to two of his friends at Mecca , with a frefh recruit of 
money and other necCffaries, which they depofited with 
Ibrahim , for the ufe of the common caufe, and then had an 
audience from him, upon the ftate of their affairs. In this 
conference, Ibrahim found means to get the better of the 
prepoffeffions of his friends, on account of Abu Mojlim's 
youth j and, upon their return, they not only recognized 


who de¬ 


himas governor of Korafan , but joined the ftandard he had 
erefted there, in Ibrahim’s name. 

This confpiracy, tho it feems to have been wifely con- 


feats the du&ed, was not fo fecretly carried on, as not to come to 
califfYge- the ears of Merwan , and of Nafcr , bfs governor of Korafan, 
Beral. who immediately drew together a body of cavalry, to crufli 

Abu Mofiim , and the confpiracy, before it arrived to a 
greater head. Abu Mojlim , however, being joined by his 
guard, Nafer received a total defeat; and Abu Mojlim , for 
Ibrahim fome tipie, remained foie mafter of Korafan. Thefirftufe 
proclaim- that Ibrahim’s party (though it feems to have been without 
cd califf. confent of the principals) made of their victory, was to 

proclaim Ibrahim to be the lawful califf, by hereditary right, 
and to declare Merwan an ufurper. They, at the fametime^ 
invited , all the people of the neighbouring provinces to 
join Ibrahim’s ftandard, which vaft numbers of them did; 
fo that the revolt now became very alarming to Merwan^o 
found himfelf befet on every fide ; for, by this time, the 
people of Hems , either from their native inconftancy, 
or be-aufe they hadj been excited by the houfe of Ab r as, 
declared againft Merwan. We are not here to for- 


et, that when that territory fubmitted to him before, 

e pretended on! y to' be pretcclor of Walit? s fons : but 
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Wal'd having left other fons, it is poffible, they were dif- Hems de 
fftisfied with Merwan' s taking upon him the fovereignty. dares a- 
Rethisasit will, he marched with an army to reduce them; gainft 
}, u t willing to do it by gentle methods, when he came to Merwan 
the city of Hems, and demanded them to open their gates, 
they readily admitted him, and three hundred of his men, 
tvho were immediately put to the fword ; 
found means to efcape, by the Tadviore gate, ana ne re¬ 
joined his troops. In a few days a battle enfued, in which 
Merwan was victorious ; and, after killing a great number 

“ ns, and crucifying fix hundred of them who 


but he himfelf 


of the Hamefu 


againft 


him. 


While Merivan was employed in crufhing this rebellion, 
the people of Damafcus , in an infurredtion, depofed the go- as does 
vernor he left to command them, and renounced their alle- Damafcus, 
giancetohim ; but Merwan , after making forced marches, which he 
regained his capital, and put the ringleaders of the infurrec- reducej 
tion to death. He had more difficulty with regard to So* 


m 

fed 

poL.-, -- 

the people, as 


Hath. 


iping to Bafra, he was there recognized by 
their lawful califf. From Bafra he movec| 
to Kimufrin , where his troops greatly increafed, by num¬ 
bers of the Syrians , who joined him. But Solyman , hav¬ 
ing now recovered the full poffeflion of Damafcus ; march¬ 
ed againft him with an army, and encountered him in a 
pitched battle, where he loft thirty thoufand of his men ; 
and was put to a total route. He retired however to Hems , 
where rjne hundred men, who had been devoted to his, and andde- 

’ ‘ * 1 • /V» TT /» 4 • A <• ' f A 


fidelity 


the califf Hefhani s , intereft, fwore an eternal feats Soly- 

With thefe. and the remains nf the mam 


Hems , ai 

Merwan 


arnbufh 


march 10 that city, to which he knew Merwan would pur- 
fuehim. Hjs defign mifearried, but not till after an ob- 
ftinate encounter, in which he was again defeated, and he 
was, once more, obliged to fly to Hems. Here Solyman gave 
the command of the place to his brother Sayd, and he him- 


Tac\more. Met 


but. 


iaotwithftanding his moft vigorous efforts, and battering the 
walls on Hems with inceffant fury; the garrison held 


out 


againft him for feven months, and bought their peace, by 
delivering into his hands Sayd, the brother of Solyman, 


The difeontented* and the rebels againft Merwan 


ment, had planned their meafures 


Cufc 


feat of reftlefnefs, and rebellion,_declared againft him, at 
the fame time, under Abdallah. 


cayes. of the country. 


But all their meafures were w ]j 0 £ fCa 
e of Menuan's governor there ; and k„ii- _ -" 
vfo flielfet ajnongft llj* f q C ks, and fcfpret 

y ot- 



Progrefs 
of the 
hoafe of 
Abbas f 
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Notwithstanding all thofe fucceffes of Merwan , and though 
he took great pai-ns in appointing proper perfons to be go¬ 
vernors of his provinces : the rebellion againft him, under 
thehoufe of Abbas, continued ftill to rage, and to profpen 
Mervjan , indeed, obtained, in fome places, adantages a- 


adantag 

gainft them'; but thofe were more than co -nterballanced, 

by the progrefs of the rebels. This feems to have reduced 
Merwan to opprefiive practices ; for, we are told, that he 


ftript one 


H 


three hundred thoufand 


under Abu 
MoJIim j 


pounds, fieriing. He could not, however, prevent Abu 

l Jtvr rr 5 _r_ T’l ______ _ 1 r 


MoJIim 

his mafler, Ibrahim, 


That young commander received from 


two flags ; one a banner, which he 


filled. The fliadow; and the other, n 
rial flandard, which he called, The 


Though 


his craft. 


A rebel¬ 
lion in 


thing could be more fahtaftical, than fuch a miflical piece 
of pageantry, yet the banners had a prodigious effeft, in 
favour of Ibrahim ; the vulgar being taught by Abu MoJIim , 
to believe, that they were emblems of the continuance of 
the califat, as long as the earth was covered by clouds, or 
exhibited a fhade. This nonfenfe brought fuch a concourfe 
of people under thofe ftandards, that neither 
his generals durfl take the field againft Abu Mojlim , whi 
duced all the fortrefles in Korafan , arid forced the ca 
governors there to take an oath of fidelity to Solymcm. 

Matters continued in this ftate, which wasfo untow 


Merwan 


califf Ml 


Mefopota - Dakhak 


m 


tma 


Account 

of the Au¬ 
ra a ; 


who are 

reduced 

by Mer- 
wan ; 


Mefopotamia , declared againft him, and was joined in his re¬ 
bellion, by feveral other great men, or princes, of that 
country. Thefe Amnia feem to nave been of the truefpe- 
cies of the wild Arabs , who, to this day, rove over the 
plains of Afia , and their name,, in the Syrian language, 
fignifies, Free;” which theyare, in the moft unlimited 
fenfe. Their cuftom was, in their expeditions, to difm* 
cumber themfelves of their wives, families, and effe&s; 
and, when their bufinefs was over, to return to them, or 
fend for-them. Thebit , a man of coufeqwence, probably a 
partizan of the Abbas family, inftigated Dakhak to this rebel¬ 
lion,and their rendezvous was near mount/s/tf, from whence 
they marched to fclmafrit a, in the territory of Hems\ where 
their numerous forces were routed, by the califf’s generals, 
with a (laughter of twelve thoufand men. 

this advantage, the califf, Mcnmn , 
found himfelf fo hard prefied by the houfe of Abbas , that he 

more than barely 

of this 
thought 

into his favour, as, at tliat 
time, they were powerful, and numerous, both in Afta , anil 
in Egypt . By their own hiftorians, who are felclom lavour- 
able to the memory of a califf, we are informed, that he 

not 


Notv 


who fa- 

Ch*Aili?ns f° un ^ himfelf unable to do any thing, 

mn in tain himfelf in Syria , during the remainder 

he 


year. This, 
proper to tak 


perhaps, was the reafon, why 
the Chriftians 
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t only permitted the Chriftians of Antioch , to for 

Shelves a patriarch, but enjoined his fubjefts. to pay 
f; a proper rcfpeft. He likewife ordered one Abbas , one 
f their gr cate ft perfecutors, to be fuffbcated in a fack of 
.nflarked lime, under pretence of his being a magician, 
ml his having a hand in the murder of Walid'll. ' By this 
tine Ment had been taken, by Abu Mojlim, who, foon af¬ 
ter divided his coipmand with Katiba.. But Merwan' sgene- 
I Ugh. had now recruited his army, and having taken 
th* field afrefji, feveral bloody encounters happened be¬ 
tween him and Katiba ; in which Nafr loft thirty thoufand His gem 
men. Katiba then attacked Banana, another of Merwans rals are 
generals, at Jurjan, and defeated him in a pitched battle, defeated. 

wherein Banana himfelf was killed. 

Conftaniine Copronhnus , the Greek emperor, a brave and Irruption 
an aftive prince, would not lofe fo fair an opportunity as of the 
thofediftra&ions offered, of recovering the provinces that Greeks in- 
had been difmembered from his empire, by the Modems, to the ca. 
He therefore fell into Syria, and Dulychia , at the head of alifat. t 
ftrong army, and, about the fame time, fitted out a fleet, 
againft that of the Arabs • As to the fuccefs of the expe¬ 
dition by land, authors are filent, fo that it probably end¬ 
ed in devaluation, and plunder, without any thing decifive 

But the Greek fleet attacked that of the Mof- 


being done. 


Cyp_ 


that 


no 


more than three fliips of the latter efcaped. 


Jbu Mollin. 


fiaveohferved, that the path, exadted by Ibrahlnt 


generals of the houfe 


He 


betraye 4 


J* 


or branch of it, was nam- to death. 


ed. Nor does it appear that Ibrahim , as yet, had entered 
ppon any a& of fovereignty. This, probably, was the 
reafon, why he made no fcruple this year, which was the 
131ft of the Hejra, to fet out, attended by his relations and 
friends, and a great retinue of fervants, with thirty camels, 
with fplendid trappings, in a pilgrimage to Mecca. This 
unufual cavalcade foon attradbed the notice of the fharp- 
ftghted Arabs, through whom he palled, who immediately 
fent notice of it to Merman ; and a 
patched from Damcfcus , to ieize Ibrahim. 


of horfe was dif- 
He was them 


« t 


paffing by Harr an , and, perceiving that he could not 
efcape, he ordered his two brothers, Ahul /Ibbas , and Abu 
Jaafar , and as many of his friends as could efcape, to 
make the beft of their way to Cufa, where their party was 


concealed for fomc time. As for Ibrahim himfelf, he fell He is fuc* 
into the hands of his enemies, who loaded him with irons, ceeded in 
ar.d threw him into prifori ; where he foon after expired ; his pre- 
moft probably by pmfon- As he had, during his life-time, tenflons 
in the mo ft earneft manner, always recommended to his byjhisbro- 
friends, the iniereft of his brother Ahul Albas, the fame thermal 

Wiiou his father named Abdallah, the partisans of the houfe Abbas . 


of 
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of Abbas, the chief of whom knew where he was concealed 
advanced to Cufa, and on the i^2d year of the Hejra he 
left his retirement, and went to his own palace at Cufa • 
where he received the compliments of his troops, who 
were moll of them mounted on horfeback, and dreft in 
black. From his own palace he proceeded to that of the 
emperor, which was called the caftle of Cufa, where his 
chief followers took the oath of allegiance to him. 
who de- Abul Abbas , being thus declared cal iff, found himfelf carc- 
ieats Mer- fully fupported- Katiba was ftill in the field, with a power- 
•uran’s go- ful army,' and defeated Tezid, Mervjan’s governor of hack 
vemorof in a pitched battle, but he was himfelf drowned in the par* 
IrjiL fuing the fugitives over the Euphrates. The purfuit was 

however, continued with great {laughter, by Hamid ., Ka- 
tiba's fon, who effe&ually difperfed the enemy, and re¬ 
turned, with* his victorious army, to Cufa, where Abultb. 
declared Abu Mofim his firft minifter. 

In the mean while, Merwan had advanced with his army 
to Tttbar , not far from Mawfel, waiting the event of the 
operations of his army, under Tezid ; the news of whole 
total defeat threw him into inexpreffible confirmation. 
He, however, foon recovered himfelf, and aflembling his 
army, which is faid to have confifted of three hundred 
thoufand men, he gave battle to Abdallah, the uncle of Abul 
Merwan Abbas, and' general of his army. But, during the firft 
himfelf is charge, Merwan being obliged to difmount, upon a necef- 
totally fary occafion, his horfe taking fright, ran amongft the ranks 
routed, of his army, and this producing a general belief that he 

was killed, his troops fell firft into diforder, and then to 
flight j which all Merzuan’s endeavours could not remedy, 
fo that he was totally defeated. A prodigious daughter of 
his army enfued, and Abdallah, remained mafter of the 
camp. As to Merwan himfelf, he made the beft of his way, 
firft to Kinnifrin, then to Hems, and from thence to Da¬ 
rn af at s. The people of that city had long hated him, becaufe 
he had transferred the imperial treafury, from thence to 
Haaran ; and now, finding him in fuch diftrefs, they re- 
'heispur- fufed to admit him. He was, therefore, obliged to fly to 
fued into Harran, where, by means of a bridge, he efcaped over the 
j Egypt. Euphrates, and, though he was all the way clofely purfued 

by Abdallah's troops, he cfcaped into Egypt } where he was 
where he received by . the governor fet over that country, and for 
persecutes fome time he kept his ground there. He was, however, 
the Chrif- attacked by Saleh, uncle of Abul Abbas, and feveral battles 
liaas. enfued between them. Here, we are told, though, per¬ 
haps upon no good authority, that he commenced tyrant, 
opprelSng the Chriflians with great cruelty, and threaten¬ 
ing to cut off the patriarch of Alexandria's head, with his 
own hand. But, finding himfelf hard prefTed by Saleh, he 
paffed the Nile , and burnt Mefr, then the chief town of 
Egypt y with all the magazines of corn, and provifjons jq 

it* 
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it, He next fortified himfelf in the city of Geeza , which was 
the antient Memphis. A Chriftian monaftry happening to Remark#- 
be in the neighbourhood. Merman feized it into his own bleftory j 
hands, and was brutal enough, to attempt the chaftity. of a of him 1 
beautiful nun. whom he found amongft the prifoners. Taand a nun 
procure berfelf fome refpite, fhe pretended, that, if Mer¬ 
man would give her leave, fhe would prefent him with an 
ointment that fhould render him invulnerable, or any one 
who fhould make ufe of it. She accordingly produced a 
box with fome ointment, with which fhe rubbed her neck, 
and, with an affumed dauntlefs countenance, fhe defired 
the califf to try the efficacy of her ointment upon her. He 
was ftupid enough to draw his fword, and, in making the 
experiment, ftruck off her head, which was all her aim. 

Soon after,he was by Saleh, fome fay,by rfddallah, his brother, 
forced to retire to Bufir , the antient Tbebais> where he was He is put 
put to death in a mofqtie, with a lauhee; his head being to death, 
immediately cut off, was fent to the califf, Mul Abbas y 
who, with his uncle Abdallah, received it with the higheft 
devotion, by performing public prayers, by way of thankf- 
giving; and diftributing ten thoufand dinars amongft the 
poor, for the happy event. 

Merman's death, undoubtedl, happened in the irjd year 
of the Hejra, and in him the califat of the houfe of Om- ra ft er . 
mmh was entirely extinguished. The Moflem authors, 
wnen they meet with a prince who was undoubtedly brave, 
if he retains any veftiges of humanity, are apt to extol 
his courage and clemency. That Meriuan was brave, ap¬ 
pears from every a&ionof his life, and that he was cunning, 
from his elevation to the califat, in prejudice of fo many- 
other princes, who had a better right. But the truth 
is, his circumftances, as well as tnofe of his competi¬ 
tors debarred him from his exercife of clemency, had 
it been in his nature. He reigned upwards of five 
years, if we count to the time of his death, and was 
killed when he was about fixty ; an age not extremely con- 
fiftent with his attack upon the nun. If we are, however, 
to believe the Moflem authorities, his perfonal conftitution 
was very extraordinary; for we are told that he was a molt 
enormous glutton, and that he never could fee a Cheep, 
without wrapping his hand in the corner of his veft, and 
tearing out the kidney, which he inftantly devoured. Up-s 
on this he always called for a frefli habit, and he left be¬ 
hind him ten thoufand greafy vefts, upon that account. 

We ought, however, to be extremely cautious of believing 
a character, drawn by authors who are evidently preju¬ 
diced, as the Moflem authors generally are, againft Mer¬ 
man i and here his biftory regularly doles. 


Abul 
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Abul Abbas, commonly called A1 SafFah, or the 


■prince of the blood , the firjt caU 

Abbas. 



the 


houfe of 


Abul Ab* 'T - ' HIS prince,^ though he fs reported to have been ve- 
has dech~ A rv merciful, lwaro, in a manner, to the throne of the 

' - ' * * His uncles, Abdallah, and Sbaleh t 

'ere infatiable after the (laugh- 


vus ucua- . ? - — 

redcalifF. califf? in a feaof blood. 


as well as his other generais, w 

t.er of the adherents of the houfe of Ommiyah. A prodi, 
ious number of them had been put to the.(word, in the 
_attle of Tubar , but many more in the purfuit; and whole 
cities, and provinces, were ft re wed with their dead bodies. 
Enthuftafm, as well as policy, concurred in this barbarity. 

a i nit- y r* . t rt n *r . 



The 


fhed 


Perth 


Hofei 


difeouraged the (laughter, they would have looked upon 
him as an apoftate. 

His title But, in fa$y the great friends of the late revolution, 

feem to have been outwited by Abul Abbas . They had de- 



had the addr< 
that houfe ; 
was one of 


Hejh 


the 


ibu Mcftim , who, conftderi 
mod extraordinary men, 


the head of 


that age or 

country ever produced, was of a contrary opinion, and 
thought, that the.houle of Abu Taleb had a preferable right. 
This feems, indeed, to have been the prevailing notion, 
amongft all the Modems of that party, b.ecaufe, we do not 
find, that either the father* or the elder brother, of Mul 
Abbas , took upon themfelves the califatr. According to 
fome hiftorians, Abul Abbas put Abu Mojlhn to death, for a 
confpiracy, in favour of Abu Taleb : but this muft be a mif- 
take, becaufe it is certain, that he lived to the next reign, 
when he was a ((affiliated. Abbul Abbas, however, feems not 


to have employed 




Mcjllm during his reign, .but fuffer- 


He ap¬ 
points go-the 


ed him to enjoy the revenues, pomp, and equipages, of a 

, n • i-‘— He conferred 


fovereign, and almoft independant prince. 


Mofui 


Jaafi 


Mefop 


and Aderbiian , 

t n f 7 t 


brother Yahya had 


David governed Hejaz 


IJ a \ Baft 


Uriah 


fou of Abdalrqman , had the government of Perfi 


Mod 


Abu 

of Kora fan, which, indeed; he 


held by a kind of independant authority. - 
' jiff’s uncle, governed SvrU'j and Saleh, h 


Thofe 


4 bdall ah, the ca- 
is uncle; Egypt. 

°”fe they ferve to give 

us 


Cv<i 
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«{ome idea of the means, by which the houfe of Al AS- 

L came to be eftabliShed upon the throne of the califat. 
All thofe governors, excepting Abu Mojl\m , were of the 
calilPs family ; and few, befides the Arabs, and th t Cufans, 
w ; n o though they lay in thePerfian Irak , were originally 
jrJs entered much into tbe difpute, concerning the right 
of hereditary fucceffion to the califat. By this means, there¬ 
fore the distant provinces of th i s V aft empire, being govern¬ 
ed by men of abilities, who were attached to the reigning 
califf, were all of them in his intereft j or, more properly 
fpeaking, they conftdered his governors as their Sovereigns. 
As to Africa-, and Spain, we know little of if from the Mof- 
lem hiftory, during this period. One Tboaba , a man of 
nullity in Arabia , had been lent, by Msrwan , to govern 
, but he, foon dying, was fucceeded by one Tujef, or 
„. ... But this laft commander, being far inferior, in 
point'of abilities, to his predeceffor,. many civil commo- 
hroke out in Spain, which occasioned a vaft effufion r 




--- 

were compromifed. 


Modems 


at laft. 


if afFedted 


the colour of his own, and his followers habits ; and he was r r ‘ 
inaugurated in that colour. Amongft the firft a£ts of his t h e feat of 
califat, was his transferring the feat of empire, from Da ^ al -y at 
mfcus, which Was peopled by inconftant, ungrateful, in- ju ar 
habitants, to Anbar, in Irak, Situate upon the Euphrates. * 

This he did, becaufe the citizens of ' Dainafcus, after refuting 
admittance to Mirwan, the la!te pa ; liff, refufed admittance 
llkevvife to him ; till his general' Saleh, took it by alfault, 
and fuffered his Soldiers to plunder it for three days, and put 
to death Merwans governor. While Abul Abbas refidcd at 
Anhar, he heard of, nothing but exceffive cruelties* inflicted 
by his governors, upon the partisans of the houfe of Orn- 
tnijah , which reafons of ftate obliged him to'connive at, 
contrary to his own natural inclination. His uncles, 


Ab¬ 


acs 


of Damajm. Hcjham, fon of the calift Abdolmak ^ 
into his hands, he ordered him to be whipt till his body of* Jiis go 

Was laid bare to the bones $ becaufe Abdallah's father, had vernorors. 
told him, that Hejhani had, without any caufe, fentenced 
him to receive Sixty lalhes. This fact is fufficient to fljew 
the coarfe, barbarous, manner in which 


Moflems of 


thofe days, who were at variance with one another, con¬ 
ducted themfelves. 

Notwithstanding all th s e feverities praftifed againft the Thehoufe 
houfe of Ommiyah, they ltill found means to give disturbance q [q 
to the reigning califF. Great numbers of the Syrians , and 


CiUUT. VTlCiU numucii ui uit, vyrians^ rtuu » 

Cbalcidenes , who inhabited a district of Syria, in the Sirft-f 0 


mmi- 

take 



califF 


tit they were defeated in the neighbourhood of Hems, by 
the Munrophori ; for fo the califF’c troops were denominated, 

fry 



a8» 
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by the Greek hiftorians, on account of their wearing bl a .-jr 
Other Arabs, who favoured the houfe of Ommiyqh , rofe jii 
arms, about the fame time; and, in contradiftin&ion to 
thecaliff’s troops, cloathed themfelves in white. But the? 
were fuppreffed by the caiiff’s trdops. 't'hey could not 
however prevent an infinite number of other infurre^ions" 
which generally terminated in favour of the Tmanites ; forfo 
the califf’s party were denominated ; as that of the houfeof 
Ommiyab-wis called the Kaifites: but the former were rec¬ 
koned incomparably the better foldiers. 

The cali- According to the beft accounts, thofe commotions were 
fat invad- greatly encouraged by the partizans .of the houfe of Om- 
ed by the wiyah , believing that Merman was Bill alive. In the mean 
_ Creeks . while, Coitflaniuia Coprbnymii c, taking advantage of the dif- 

tradlion^ of the califat, broke into Armenia, and took the 
cities of Melhene, Theodocicpolis , ahd Jexira. This, proba¬ 
bly, was the reafon, why a perfecution was, at that time, 
fet on foot againft the Chriftians, great number? of whom 
were moft cruelly deftroyed. An infurre&ipn likewife hap¬ 
pened in a part of Mefopotamia , called Maiphereat , which 
ieems never to have fubinitted to the Arab dominion. The 
inhabitants of this place, under one Cyrus Tcbetb, madefo 
formidable a progrefs, though, it is very poffible, they fcarce- 
ly knew for what they took up arms, that the people of a 
neighbouring diftri£l, called Phis, took the alarm, and 
prepared to refill: them; by chufing for their general one 
John, a Syrian- Oneof their countrymen. Sever us, whode- 
ferted to the Arabs, was routed by John , with great flaugh- 
ter ; and he remained triumphant, for fome time, againft aft 
Pv^t.ba oppofition. Thefediftraclions were, this year, attended by 


rebe Is, 


a famine,* all over Mesopotamia, and the adjacent provinces, 
occafioned by vaft fwarms of locufts. Burika, again, re¬ 
belled againft the califf, and was joined by all the eaftejn 
part of Mefopotamia . 

This rebel, in a lhort while, grew very powerful, but was 
defeated at Dara, by the caiiff’s troops. Some remains 
of. the fadlion of the houfe of Ommiyab began to beftir 
themfelves, about the fame time, but they were defeated, 
!? u . 1 , ” and the califf appointed John of Phis, one of his .head gover* 

ea e * nors in thofe parts ; as he did his own brother, and fuc- 

ceffor, Abdallah, who had defeated Burikha, governor of 
Mefopotamia. Several other commotions happened in the 
fame places, about the fame time ; but they arc related with 
fuch darknefs, and confufion, both of names, and places, 
that no dependance can be had upon them, all we know, 
is, that in the 136th year of the Hcjra, which anfwers la 

Death and the 758th year or God, the califf Jbbul Abbas, the firft ot 

the houfe of Abbas died, at Anbar, in the thirty-third year 
of his age, of the final! pox $ and the fifth year of his 


Frefh 

commo¬ 

tions. 


reign. - 


Ab:d 
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AbulMl/as, in his perfon, is faid to have been handfome chara&er 

and notwithftanding thevaft quantity of blood of Abul 


which 


witnuancung 
faid bv MoUl 


9 * 

ificence 


humane and merciful. His -„ 

are highly celebrated j and it is laid, that he made a pre- 
5 _.k 1 B - r —1__i» _ J _ 


generonty. 


fent of upwards of five hundred thoufand pounds at one time, 
to the head pf the houfe of Abu ‘taleb . H*s piety and hu¬ 
mility, * s likewife greatly celebrated } but we cannot from 

the conftant tenor of his reign, pronounce, that the enco- 

, -u,-, ‘ - He was the 


miums bellowed 
Kallf, * 


upon hitn are always juft* 
reigned by a firft 


in this 


1141 i/ ' f « . ^ - - 

erhaps he was politic; becaufe, he thereby averted from 

. -.1 _ _ 1 __ _• 1 n l _ _ mi 


courfe 


contracted 



Abu Jaafer al Manfur, fecond Califf of the houfe of 


Abbas. 



URING 


jaafer had been 


beenb 
of con 


lifat , and had ceeded by 


y ms orotner Abul Abbas, appointed, to tne nign poi 
duftor of the caravans of the Pilgrims,in vifiting Mec 


had now become one of the chief places of the Manfur, 

thofe caravans, when 
he received notice of his brother’s death. The firft ftep of 


1 

Empire. 


life 


- j m 

This 

Manfi 


Mojicm , to Cufa, to 
raife his nephew tfc 


his 


fhould 


:le Abdal - 
the Partin 


ter remain in a private ftation. 41 Manfur, 
difficulties to ftruggle with; for, not only 
lah , the* fon of Alt, declared himfelf calif 
zans of the houfe of Ommiyah, were every where in mo¬ 
tion, throughout all Syria, Al Manfur and his generals, 
proved victorious over all oopofition •, and his uncle Ifa, 
procured an affociation of all the members of the houfe of 
He/ham , to fupport him in the califat. ' 

But the title of Al Manfur, feems in faCt, to have beep y eten "‘ 
very queftionable. The houfe of Abu Taleb, was certainly v 1115 , 0 * 
preferable in point of relationfhip to the prophet, to that of the houl 

MMas ; and Al Manfur’s uncle Abdallah , declared himfelf^ 
calif at Damafcus , which was jno longer the feat of the -f.f* , 
califat , the late Kaliff having transferred it to Or,bar. Ab» Abdallah 
dallab founded his pretenfion, upon a promife that was made rebels, 
him, by the late < 


raifed 


Abdallah 


Mer 


hitereft in the Empire, and Jraifed avaft army out of Arabia 

VoL.VI. U 


J 

Syria 
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Syria and Mejopotemia ; but Al Manfur, had on his fide tral 
Berfta’, and Korafan ; befides Mojlem, who was incom¬ 

parably the beft general of his age. _ This difputed title 
brought on a moft bloody civil war, in which Abu Mojlem 
proved victorious in the califf’s right* and gave feveral de¬ 
but is re- feats to Abdallahi whofe camp he took, and thade himfelf 

matter of his baggage ; but in other refpeCts, iifed his fu c . 
clefs with great iiioderatioh. As to Abdallah himfelf, finding 

l * .A’*- _ i * r _:__i r> _/r _ ' a 


duced. 


Hiftory 


ibu Mojleiti 
Al Manfi 


retired to Bafr 


thought him fo. His fervices to the houfe of 
Al Abbas, had been fo important, that the califf, finding it 

• • . #vti i i . i f « t . i • «... O • 


£ 


cotr- 


of Abu 
Mofletti 


tinued ftill governor of Korajan, with a kind of an independ¬ 
ent authority which had given great jealoufy to Al Manfur. 
in his brother’s life time. Al 


Mofle 


ate califf, 
fubjeCb; 


Manfi 


gratified 


fo far, as to deny him the poft of conductor of the Pilgrims, 
to Mecca. This irritated Ahu Mojlem ; and, to fhew his dis¬ 
regard to the apparent,,heir, who obtained that poll, he 
went along with the Pilgrims, and treated them moft mag¬ 


nificently 
califf, an< 


Al Manfi 


Mojlem. Tbo’ Al Manfi, 


upon his coming 1 to the califat, ,was obliged to employ him 
againft his uncle, Abdbllah ; yet, he fecretly vowed his 


the firft 


That 


the better pretext to ruin him, he fent an officer to Mu 
Hisvaft Mofetti s camp, to take an inventory of the fpoil upon M* 
riches and dallah 's defeat j and this mark of diftruft drew fome reflec- 


magnifi- tidns fi 
cence. liff. Ui 


Moll, 


7 


Egypt ; but inftead of that, he con- 
where he lived in fecurity, with all the 


pomp of a fovereign independent prince. His vaft 
however were not expende.d merely upon the purpofes of 
luxury. He dug wells, he repaired high roads, he beauti¬ 
fied the_country, he continued to make magnificent prefents 

of whom he 


to 


Mecca 


gave a veft, and provided every thing that was necefl’ary for 


their accommodation. 


Modem, had other demerits befides thofe eftoo 


much vanity and power, in the eyes of Al Manfur ; he was 
not in his own heart, fatisfied with his title to the califat, 
though he was the great inftrument of raifing the houfe ol 
Al Abbas to that dignity. There is not perhaps, in all the 


Moflem 

Me ft 


Though 


2 


evei 
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ever appeared in-theEaft, he was hot above oiie or two 
and twenty years of age, when his reputation was at the 
higheft; his iuxury Was incredible, he is faid to have had ... . 
a thoufand cooks, and then twelve thoufand beaffs of bur- luxu * 
den, were fcarcely fufiicient to tranfpoft the furniture of* 
his kitchen ; befides oxen and poultry, he confutned every 
day, a thoufand fheep, and three thoufand tarts. His wives 
were but thrfee, and they were confined in acaftle, to which 
no one had entrance buthimfdf; receiving their food and 
necdTaries through a window. J Tis even faid, that his 
delicacy, or rather his fanaticifm, went fo far, that when he 
fent for any of his wives, the beaft on which ffae rode was 
killed, and the faddle burnt, to prevent any perfon from again 
riding upon the fame. This, arid many other Angularities 
bf chara&er, in fo young a man j would render the whole of 
his hiftory fufpeCted, were it not fupported by indifputable 
authorities ; but* the moft extraordinary part of the whole 
is, that his origin is unknown, fome looking upon him as 
feri Arab, fome as a Korafdn, and othersj as a Curd or 'Tar¬ 
tar. But whatever his extraction was, he Was undoubtedly 
the mod powerful fubjeCt the cal iff had, and if he had a 
failing, it was that of too much prefumption upon his own 
tnerit and greatnefs. When the late califF died, he con¬ 
doled with Al Mmjttri, upon the death of his brother, but 
did not felicitate him, upon his fticceffion to the califat. 

AlManfur , knew the meaning of fo affrontive a behaviour; 
and immediately laid the fchemej for Abu Mojlem’s deftruc- he is dfc- 
tion. It waseal'y for the latter to fee, that he was hated by coyed to 
the califf, and upon receiving an invitation j or an order to court* 
come to court, he held a conTuitation with fome of his 

friends, at '&aya$ 'how he fliould behave. Prefumption ill 
him proved too ftrOng for their advice, which was; to re¬ 
tire to Korafan ; he went to court, with almoft certain 
deftru&iOn before his eyes. 

Al Manfur^ unwilling to alartn him; received him at firft 
with great affability and complacency* but upon his return 
next day, be Upbraided him with fome a&s of difloyalty he 
had been guilty of, particularly, that of inferring his own 
name before his fovereign’s, in certain public writings, 
and of having turned him into ridicule. Abu Mojlem , faw 
that his fate was determined, and fought to evade it by fub- where lie 
tniffion. He implored the protection of his fovereign, and is txeach- 
put him in mind of the fervices he had done ; but all was to eroufiy 
no purpofe. • He afked to be prote&ed from his matter’s ene- put to 
mies, what greater enemy have I, replied the califf, than death by 
yourfelf, and upon this, claning his hands, Which was a the califf. 
fignalconcerted upon, four aitaffins, rufhed out, and put an 
end to the life of the unhappy Atu Mojlem, who is faid to 
■ have deftroyed fix hundred thoufand enemies, of the houfe 

■Abbas . 
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The 
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The throne of the cal iff, was now eftablifhed beyond the 

who there power of man to fhakeit. It is true, many flaws were in 

by fecures his title ; but the death of lb great a general as Abu Mofm, 
hunfelf up left him nothing to fear. Ahu Mojlenfs treafure, fell into 
on the * f he hands of one Sinan, a Perfian magian, or an adorer of 
throne, fire, w ho found means to mufter up a hundred thoufand 

* men, at the head of whom, he declared againfl thecaliff; 
but he was defeated, by Jamhur , Al Manfur's general, in 
the 137th year of the Hejra. It appears, that the immenfe 
treafure left by Abu Modern, excited the califF to have fo 
ftri& an eye over his general Jamhur, that the latter rebelled. 
But Al Manfur , foon forced him to abandon Raya, and to 
retire to Ifpaban, where he maintained his ground for fome 
and fup- time, till Mahomet, and other of the califF’s generals, march- 
prefles a ed againft him at the head of a powerful army, and gave 
frefli rebel him a total defeat. It appears from the concurrent tefti- 
lion. monies of Greek as well as Modem hiftorians, that theca- 

lifF, about this time, grew exceffively jealous of the Chrift- 
ians. Theodorus the Patriarch of Antioch , was accufed of 
keeping up a fecret correfpondence with the Greek emperor; 
and was, for that reafon, banifbed. The truth is, the 
Chriftian prelates, who were fettled in the califFdominions, 
were exceffively ignorant, and interfered too much, in 
temporal concerns. This drew upon them a kind of a per¬ 
fection, and they were, by the califF’s orders, prohibited, 
He perfe- from either building or repairing their churches, and from 


cutes the performing in public, any a&s of devotion; and Al Manfur , 
Chriftians aggravated their fufFerings, by obliging even their religious 

to pay, an additional tribute, the collecting of which he 
put into the hands of the Jews. 

One Yufef, continued ail this time to be the califFs go- 

Spain, 


a new di- vernor of Spain, but a prince of the houfe of Ommiyab , 


nalty of called Abdalranman, appearing there, about the 
califf’s of the Hejra, or rather fooner, declared himfelf 


1 395 ”. 

cal iff. 


th year 

~ Al 


man. 


founded in Manfur, was at this time at war wi th the emperor of the 
Spain bv Greeks, and Salem , one of his generals, had, at the head of 
Abdalrab- eighty thoufand men, made an unfuccefsful irruption into 

Capadocia. This, together with other inteftine troubles, 
prevented AIMavfur from attempting toreduc e Alda brahman, 
who was the founder of a dinafty of monarchs in Spain. 
tt . In the 14.0th year of Hejra, which anfwers to the year of 

A^T) 1 ^ 0 75 7 ’ re beilion of the Rawandions broke out. Ra- 

p'. 757 ' wand was the author of this feel, with fome very particular 
nncip es tenets ^ as that of the metemphychofis, or the tranfmi- 

r” rC f gration of fouls. This opinion, had been early imported 
lono t e j ntQ t jj e eaftern countries, by Pythagoras , and nad always 

Kawancn- found fome Abettors ; but the principles of it not being well 

an ~* underftood, it had degenerated into fuch impiety, that the 

Raivandians, made it, in a manner, optional to the califf, 
either for him'to be adored, as a Deity, or to be put to 
death. Their founder, Rawand , had the merit of being 

amongft 
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Abbas \ but their extravagancies having drawn upon them 
the rcfentment ©f Abu Moflem ; they were, during that ge¬ 
neral’s Jife, perfecuted and fuppreffed. But he being put to 
death, Abdallah , the fon of Rawand , drawing together, a 
great number of his followers, in the city of Hajhemiyah , 
where the califf then refided, made a kind of a proceffion 
round his palace, in the fame manner as the 


The 


Moflem 


latry, imprifoned a hundred of their chiefs* but the new whoat " 
feft, being very powerful and numerous, foon found means “jPP 1 to 
to releafe them ; and once more affembling, they attacked a "^" n ? te 
thecaliff’s palace, with a determined refolution, to deftroy the callff * 
him. Finding himfclf thus befet unawares, he put himfelf 
at the head of a few followers, determined to fell his life as 
dear as he could ; and he certainly had been killed bv the 


of Zaidal. This 


Maan 


about Hajh 


detefting the Rawandians , more than he hated the califf, he 
appeared at the head of a body of his friends, and when the 
califf was upon the point of finking, under the power of his 

enemies, he refcued him, by cutting upwards of fix thoufand 

of them in pieces, and giving them an entire defeat. This 
dangerous rebellion however, made the califf think of chang- found¬ 

ing the feat of his government, and of laying the founda- lli S 
tions of a new city, which was afterwards called, Bagdad , ^ at • 
fo famous in the eaftern hiffory. 

But this expedient, was far from immediately anfwering Madnefs 
thecaliff’s ends. The Rawandians , continued to mold? of the R*,, 
the quiet of his empire, and arrived at fuch a height of En- wandkms, 
thufiafm, as to be guilty of the moft frantic a&ions. Some 
of them, we are told, threw themfelves from the tops of 

high towers, in hopes of flying thereby to heaven. It was 

in vain for the califf, to put to death as many/ff them as fell 
in his hands, and his hatred of them, feems to have extended 
to the Chriftians, nor indeed is it at all impoftible, thatfome 
Chriftians might be infatuated enough to be infe&edrp, 
with their En thufiafm, as the ecclefiaftical hiftonr of thofe rh'a’ 

days, mentions fuch a feft amongft the Egyptian Chriftians ^ h ” ltian ? 

We are told, that about this time the Chriftians were de- P er * ecutet * 
prived of the liberty of writing out the public accountsof the 
califf’s tributes, which was a priviledge they had always 
epjoyed, and to which none of the other fubjeds of the 
califf were equal. This is a point of hiftory not eafily re¬ 
dexterity of writing, for 


acutenefs 

which the Arabs were then eminent j were it not known, 
that about this time the Indian numeral figures began to be 
introduced into Arabia 9 by the Chriftian merchants from 


and Egypt 

calculations by tj 


V -3 


the Chriftians 


this 



2g4 


A 


N 


T O 


Care of 
AlManfur 


this employment. For, we are told, that after it was taken 
from them, the Mojlems were obliged to replace them in it, 
becaufe none of the califfs were qualified for it. The ridicir 
lous difputes amongft the Chriftians concerning the time of 
celebrating Eajler , was now at their height, and no doubt, 
contributed to the perfections they underwent, and to 
the contempt as well as hatred, the califf had for them. 

Al Manjur , feems to have been particularly careful with 

to his appointing governors, and obferved, that ex- 


in appoint ceilent piece of policy, never to fuffer a governor to refidc 
- „ too lone in one province. In the idoth year of the Heiira. 


nor. 


*” " r gover to ° l° n § one P r ovi nce - * n the 140th year of the Heij 
° s he removed his own uncle Saleh , from the government of 

Egypt , and fubftituted in his room Abdalmalcc , the fon of 
Yexed ; but he too was removed in two years after, to make 
way for Mufu the fon ofCaab-, who wasfucceeded by Mahomet, 
the fon of Afad. Thofe precautions were highly neceffary,' 
in a country which could produce fo many recent inffonces 
of the dangers arifing from too long a continuance in power 

in one government; efpecially, as the califf was befet by 
yeignwars, ot h er enemies. 


His fo- 


141ft 


{harp 


throughout feveral places of both empires. In Armenia , the 
Imperialifis were headed by one Paulus , and a formidable 
rebellion, broke out in Syria, under one Theodoras. The 
califf’s troops, however, proved victorious in both places, 


Imperalifts 


Manfi 


Affairs 


great {laughter _ . 

tunate in Spain , where Abdcdrahman , whom we have already 
mentioned, continued to make great progrefs. He was now 
in poffeflion of Malaga , Seville , and other places of the 


tmued to oppole him. We 


X U M 


Tufef acted under thecalifFs authority ; however convenient 
it might have been to his affairs. Abdalrahnuni s rendez¬ 
vous was at Seville , where ho put himfelf at the head of 
a large body of Spanifo Arabs , and engaged Yvfcf at Cor dub a, 
and after defeating him entirely, permed him to Toledo , 




Abdalrahman , after this, befieged 


and took feveral places, particularly Valencia. The 
Ians of Spain , who, as has been already obferved, had lived 
unmolcftcd under the houfe of Ommiyah , and its generals, 
feeni to have oppofed the progrefs of Abdalrahman ; but he 


Yujef 


put them to the 


{"word, or carried them to captivity in great numbers. After 
this, he affected to treat all who oppofed him in Spain, as 
rebels. Such was the fate of Tirat Beye, and fome other 
Succefs of Arab generals, who pretended to check his progrefs,' and 


he defeated 


in the 


■man there, way of iuftice, as being taken in rebellion; in fbprt/’he at 

laft made himfelf mafter of all Spaing almoft without a rival, 
excepting the inconficierable territory, beld by the defeend- 
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ants of Pelagius in AJiuria , which Abdalrahman % either 
fuffered them to poffefs, or did not think worthy the con- 

^Theyear of the Hejra 143d, was difturbed once more, by N 
the Rawandians, who leem to have been'fpinted up thereto 
by the houfe of Abu Taleb , particularly in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Bafra. The califf, according to his ufual policy, 
this year appointed Hamid , to the government of Egypt , jn 
the room of Mahomet the fon of Afad-, but Hamid himfelf Removals 
in a few months was removed, to make way for Tezid the and con- 
fon of Hatem. Thofe removals were perhaps neceffary, as fpiracies. 
the califf had now certain intelligence, that the defendants 
of Ha fan, and the houfe of Abu Taleb , had entered into a con- 
ipiracy to dethrone him. Mahomet and Ibrahim , the Tons 
of Abballah , the fon of Ha fan, were at* the head of this con- 
fpiracy; in which many of the principal fubje&s of the em¬ 
pire were involved. But, the califf, by his arts, found 
means to get into his power, Abdallah , the fon of Hafan , 
whom he put to death, being unable to difcover where his _ 
fons were. In the fame manner he detefted a ll the defend- Se 1 verity of 
ants of the houfe of Alt, to the number, asisfaid, of twelve, the califf 
who fell into his hands. Being apprehenfive of their being *° 
delivered by their party, he carried them about with him, in , 

chains wherever he 




were confined 
fuffocated to 
bodies. 


{hut 


able to fit 


to Gufc 
prifon. 


by the ftench iffuing from 


It cannot be denied, that Al Manfur was a moft confirm^ Jealoufy 
mate politician, and at the fame time a great warrior. He of the ca 
likewife had many good qualities which he exerted very ami- liff. 
ably, when they did not interfere with his ambition. But 
he was thoroughly feniible of the difadvantages he lay unr 
der, both from the defeats of his title, and from the incon- 
ftancy of his fubjedts, particularly the Cufans ; who were 
perpetual thorns in his fide. Not contented with taking 
all opportunities of rebelling themfelves, they were perpe¬ 
tually debauching his troops from their duty, and by their 
fituation, they were enabled often, both to fhelter his ene r 
mies and to bid him defiance. Such, amongft many others, 
were the reafons that determined Al Manfur to purfue his 

fcheme of erecting a new feat of empire, which fbould be His rea- ! 

more centrical than any other, for the well affedted parts of fons for 
his empire, and better fituated for crufhing all attempts Bagdad, 
againft him. With this view, he fixed upon a fpot, near the • ■ 
confluence of the Tygris , the Sorat , and the Euphrates , 
equally diftant from Bafra , Cufa, Moufel , and 9 aw a da, with 
the conveniency of many water carriages, for fiipplyjng it 

with plenty of provifions. Many ridiculous ftoriep, are told 
concerning the foundations of this hew city, afterwards 

the famaps Bagdad , The fuperftitlon of the Arabs has been 


V 


already 
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already noted; and however, AlManfur , might defpife it in 
his heart, fome obfervances were perhaps neceffary to 
kept up by a prince, in his fituation. To give his fubjeebs 
the better opinion of his new foundation, he went through 
all the ceremonies of calling a horofeope, and his aftrologers 
encouraged him to proceed upon the favourable afpecl pre¬ 
sented by the heavens. Some difpute has arifen, amongft 
the Moflem authors, concerning the original of the word 
Bagdad, which moft probably, was owing to an Ido 1 , called 
Bagh ; which in the times of idolatry, had a chapel ere&ed 
there. Some have been of opinion, that it was built upoa 
the fatne fpot, where the antient Babylon {food j but that 
opinion feems very juftly quellionablc; beeaufe, a fpot, 
which lies confiderably North of Bagdad , exhibits ruins' 
whifch agree mpeh better, with the fituation of Old Babylon ,! 
Be that as it will, it is certain, that the fituation pitched up¬ 
on by Al Manjur , for the new feat of his empire, was the 
moft beautiful, as well as convenient, that can poflibly be 
imagined, Al Man/ur , well knowing the force of prepollef- 
fioft and habit, in favour of antient cities, and native places 
of abode, omitted no art to give his fubje£ts favourable 
impreffions of his new undertaking. Underftanding, that 
the old chapel of Bagh , had been converted into a cell, 
where relided a venerable Hermit, who was confulted next 
to an Oracle; one of thecaliff’s principal officers took care 
to inform this Hermit, of his mailer’s intention. The her¬ 
mit’s anfwer was, that according to a conftant and pre* 
Vailing tradition, a city was to be Creeled on that fpotj 
by one Moclas , a name which had no affinity with that of 
the califf. The Officer, making his report in public to Al 
Manfur of this converfation : the latter, in light of all his 
army, immediately alighted from his horfe, and gave God 
folemn thanks, for the relation that had been communi¬ 
cated to him. The bye Handers wondering, what relation 
he could find out between his own name and that of Moclas , 
he informed them, that when he was very young, he and 
his brothers being terribly diftreficd for want of vi£lual$, 
he had ftolen one of his nurfes bracelets, and converted it 


jnto money, to fupply their wants; and that his nurfe 


A 


This 


Peijii 


Moclas 


nwuuiib - r\ —- • . n - J . . . .-/ — 

of the fiir fubjects and they intrantlyfet about building the city, upon 


tuition 


the weftern banks of the Tygris. The undertaking however, 

reamly difagreeable to the Perftans , that the 
being often interrupted by them, that califf 


UUUU* ? 

ing of that workmen 


fagreeable 


that the 




ordered .his fon Al Modi, to take poll with a body of tr< 
bn the eallern fide of the river, to which he intended 


fii§ 


Both father and fon however, for fe- 


fiigious difficulty in cOpi^leating their 


pro-* 

The 

iliff's 
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L|;fp$ defign, which no doubt gave rife to the interruption 

]ie met with from the Perjians , was to have demolifhed Ma- 
hm, once the capital of Perjia , and one of the moft fuperb 

cities* in the world j but he found this defign, to be not 
on ly unpopular, but impra&icable. The walls and public 
buildings of Madayen^'were fo folidly built, that the materials 
of them, could not without an immenfe expence, be car¬ 
ried to Bagdad ; and many of them, the moft valuable, 
could not at any rate be removed. But few works could be 
too difficult for a prince of the califf’s prodigious power and 
riches. At the expence of about three hundred thoufand 
pounds of Englifl) money, he compleated that part of checity 
that lay upon the weftern bank of the 7Wm,and which was 
ofafemicircular form. That part which lay upon the eaftern 
bank, went more flowly on, and with greater difficulty, 
and indeed, it could not be laid to be compleated, till the 
califat of MModi-, but, notwithftanding all that has been faid 
on this occafion, by Modem authors, it is plain, they dif- 
cover great ignorance and mifinformation, in their ac¬ 
counts. Bagdad , was certainly fituated upon part of the 
ruins of the antient Seleucia ; but this particular, feems to 
have been fupprefled, by the barbarous manner in which 
the Perftans , Arab, and indeed, all the eaftern nations, cor¬ 
rupted, or changed all the names of antiquity. It cannot, 
however be denied, that the plan of Bagdad , and the man¬ 
ner in which it was afterwards finifhed, was one of the 
nobleft that ever was formed. Abridge that run acrofs theTy- 
ps, joined the two cities,the eaftern and weftern, and in the 
middle of it was a citadel; but both of them were furround- Its mag- 
ed with ftrong walls, and each adorned by a beautiful pa- nificencc 
laceof prodigious magnificence. In all otherrefpe&s, Bagdad and con- 
had accommodations fuitable to the capital of the greateft veniencies 
empire in the world, and in a fhort time, it became the feat 
of the literature, as well as the power, of the eaft, 

The moft powerful competitor for the cajifat, that Al Mahomet 
ManJ'ur had, was Mahomet , whom we have already men- rebels a- 
tioned to have been defeended from Hafan , the eldett fon of guinft tha 
Mi Abu Taleb. As his pretentions were extreamely popular, califf; 
the califf not being able to lay hold of him, ordered the 
fiead of another Mahomet to be cut off and expofed for his, 
to difeourage his followers. We know however, of no great 
fuccefs, attending this ftratagem ; for, Mahomet Abdallah , 
while Al Mav/ur was intent upon building Bagdad, appeared 
in perfon, and was proclaimed califf, at Medina. It was 
hot long before he was at the head of one hundred thoufand 
men. AlManfur ordered, one of his generals, Ifa , to march 
againft him* and Mahomet's troops, being compofed of 3 
mutinous, inconfiderate rabble, foon difperfed themfelves, 
all but a handful, with whom he took refuge in the ditch, 
that Ji^d been dr^wn by the prophetj around that city. Bu{ 

neither 
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neither the ftrength, nor the fecurity of the place, could 




Mahomet 


l 


but is 


uul xd and Medina taken by I/a. His head was immediately cut off 
defeated by that general, and lent to the califf, who, receiving it as 
and kill- the welcome prefent that could have been made him, 

ordered it to be carried in proceffion, through the principal 


ed. 


A new re¬ 
bellion 
breaks 
out. 


parts of his dominions. 

No 


I 

Mahomet 


J - - ^ • 

felf cali iff at Bafra. His progrefs was more formidable than 
that of :iis b‘other, becaufe he was acknowledged, not onlv 

t , r 1 • t . 1 _i.__ C * _ 71 r t . ; 


u 




but is 


Al Man/ur, ad¬ 
vanced againfl: this new pretender, at the head of thirty 
thoufand troops, who had been employed in fuppref- 
fing the late infurredtion, and in a dccifive battle he putan 
end not only to Ibrahim's life, but to all the hopes of his 
party. His head, as his brother’s had been, was cut off and 
fent to the califf. 


Thofe 


quelled, the Turks, to make an irruption into Armenia , which, with 
H ' * great difficulty, was repelled by the califf. 


The 


great 


ifi 


Almanjtir 
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lation to the califf; but above all, the prodigality of Al 
Modi , Al Man furs eldeft fon, made the chief men about 
court, throw their eyes upon Ifa , as a proper fuccefforta 

califf. Al Modi , had many good qualities, which 


£on 


makes it reafonable to think, that the fa&ion formed againft, 
him on this oceafion, fprung from the fear, that the public 
had, leaft his prodigality fhould lead him to oppreffive mea- 
fures, in order to fupply it. We cannot, however fairly 
prefume, that a propofal of this kind could be very agreeable 


Al Manfi 


1J 


was at the head of his army, which had preferved him on 
the throne, he was too politic to betray any relu&anceto it. 
We are told, he was, on this oceafion, guilty of a piece of 
rnanaoement highly unworthy of a man, or a prince. For 

, . P* * t - \ * o i __!__ 


it 1 


being 


tigo, he bribed the phylician who attended him, to give him 
a powder, or medecine, which deprived him of his fenfcs, 
during the time of the eledtion, and that the chief courtiers, 
,.r.rvr» this, mnfenred. that the fucceffion fhould be fettled 


Al Modi-, but that after his death, Ifa ihould have 


r c e_ r • excellent qualities, was cruel and bloody, in every thing 
lr °{ s / that affedted his right, or that of his family, to the cali.ai'. 
unc cA- „- s tn.Kde, 'Abdallah, the fame who had been defeated by Abu 


icveriionary right to it. 

It muff be acknowledged, that 


Manfi. 


■■in Hah. 


uncle, 'Abdallah, the fame who had been defeated by Abu 
Mofkm , incurred his difpleafure, by the attempt which he 

had made to geehimfelfdeclared califf, and he had ever i 


tnc 
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ij mifcarfiage of that attempt, remained in obfcurity, at 
Infra, with his brother, Solyman ; but his behaviour had 
jjccii fo inoffenfive, that the califf could find no pretext to 
nut him to death, and thought it would be impolitic to 
Ljrg ufe of violence againft fo near a relation. It is there¬ 
fore faid, that the califf, having made him a folemn pro¬ 
life of fafety, decoyed him from Bafra to Bagdad, where, by 
jiis contrivance and order, we was lodged In a houfe, the 
foundations of which were fo loofe, that the roof fell upon 
Jlidlah, and crulhed him to death, This ftory, as told by 
the Modem hiftorians, is filled with improbabilities ; but, 
the fubftance of it feems to be true. 

, All M Matt fur's precautions could not, however, enfure 
the peace of his dominions. Many rebellions, of which 
we have few or no particulars, broke out in his empire, 
jnd as they generally drew upon him an invafion, from the 
Greek emperor, the Chriftians feldom failed to feel fome 
effe&sof the califf’s refentment. He, even, about this time, 
fupprefied fome of their moft harmlefs privileges; for we 
2retold, that he ordered all the erodes to be taken from the 
roofs of their churches, and prohibited them, from either 
meeting by night, or giving their children a liberal educa¬ 
tion, or even teaching them to read. All thofe were mea- 
fures of feverity that fuited well with a jealous, cautious 
prince. He knew that the taking the croffes would be 
agreeable to his zealous Mojlem fubjeds, who abhorred 
them as obje&s of idolatry. Their nightly meetings might 
give them opportunities of entering into meafures againft 


$ 9 $ 


The 

Chriftians 

feverely 

treated. 


rhe rea- 


givt uiliu Lumuw ui cuLtung u ilu mcamics agaimt f ons 

his government, and the advantages they received from their 

education, rendered them too confiderable in his empire. 

The truth is, when we cofifider Al Manfur’s fituation, and 
theprepoffeflions of his fubjeefs, we ought not tobe greatly 
furprifed at the hardfhips initiated upon the Chriftians, 
v.’hofe religion and manners, gave them in many refpe£ts 
great advantages over the ftri£r profeflion of Mabometanifm, 
Manufa&ures, arts and learning, were yet in their infancy 

amongft the Moflems ; and Al Manfur, by building Bagdad 
and by the other public works,he was carrying on ip his em¬ 
pire, was endeavouring to introduce them. As to com- 

. 1 •« i* A • « » 
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Moflems. They 


thofe of the Chrftians 
fame common aver¬ 


sion for images, and the madnefs of the Chriftians, in favour 
of image worfhip, rendered them equally the averfion of 

'chocs in particular, who had fettled ip 


The 


d Me fop 


by thejr many impieties and luperftitions ; and had drawp 
upon themfelves fevere chaftifements from Al Abbas , and 
other governors under the califf, in which undoubtedly, 

* 1 • /i 4 • • « «r 


more fober pTofeflorf of ’ chriftianity, were involved! 
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Notwithftanding 


Chriftian 


Al Jldanfu 


m +P 


An ac¬ 
count of 

the fa- 
tous Ha - 

nifa. 


, . . j » ““vc not been 

able, if we confider the fcandalous lives of the Chriftians 

of that age, and thofe countries, to produce, exceptinei n 

the cafes we have mentioned, any Shocking infiances of a 

fevere and general perfecution. 

Such a cruelty would have been foreign to the principles 
of his government, which, for many years before his death 
had been reduced to a ftate of tranquillity, and he endeav¬ 
oured to improve it, by cultivating the arts of peace, by 
laying the foundation for feminaries of learning, in Bagdad 
for the Mofiems, which he endued with moft magnificent 
appointments, and by inviting men of genius, and litera¬ 
ture., from all countries, torelideat his court. Such was the 
Urate of Al Manfur's government, in the 150th year of the 
Hejra, which anfwers to the year of God 767. This year 
is diftinguifhed by the death of the celebrated Abu Hanifa, 
in the 132ft year of his age. He was one of the moft extra¬ 
ordinary men that ever was amongft th zMoJlems\ for he was 
more of a philofopher than an enthufiaft. His felf-denial 
went fo far, that he died in prifon, at Bagdad.\ into which 
he was thrown, beeaufe he refufed to accept the office of 
cadi, or chief judge, for which he faid he was not fit. He 
was the founder of a feet which after him was called, 

« ^ v • v* % t • t.f ; 


Haniftes 


be the followers of 


reafon, in contradiction to other three fects, who are term- 


Thc califF 

employs 


time, came greatly into vogue. 


fhort 


tofome bodily indifpofitions, 

particularly the lofs of appetite, invited to his court a 
George a Chriftian phvfician, one George , who was attended by a 

_ _ - - •• n \ % ® ^11 % C 


Chriftian 
phyfician, 
who cures 
him. 


of him. 


IJa. This 

addrefs, added a graceful perfon, and a great knowledge in 
the languages, the Arabic, and the Perfian in particular. 
Thofe diftinguifhingqualities prepofiefled thecaliffin hisfa- 
Remarka- vour> an d s he not only loaded him with his careffes, but 
ble liory g ave him fumptuous habits, and magnificent apartments in 

his palace. George , approved himfelf worthy of thofe dif- 
tin&ions; for, he not only cured the califF of his illnefs, 
but continued to charm him by his converfation. Oneday, 
Jl Manfur underftood . from George , that he was married to 
an old infirm woman, upon which, the califF, ordered Salem, 
one of his officers, to carry to Georges apartment, three 
beautiful Greek fiaves, with a prefent of about two thoufand 
pound, fterling. Salem , not finding George at home left the 
fiaves, and the money, with Ifa j but G§orge y no fooner re¬ 
turned, than fending the fiaves back to the califF; he gave 
fitm to underftand, that being a Chriftian, it was unlawful 
fpr him, to have any commerce with womankind, but his 
own wife. As we can fcarcely fufpe£ that the califF was 
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marriage it is more than probable, that he fent this prefent 
order to try the virtue, and the refolution of his phy- 


3or 


ln . 
jician. 


rrgt 

& 


Al Manj 

George however. 


_ . w poflibly, that his 

native air would do him good ; he petitioned the califf for 
leave, to revifit his wife and family, and to lay his bones 
in his own country. The califf was very earneft with 
George to remain with him, and to entitle himfelf to para- 
dife, by turning Mojlem. But George anfwered with fotne 
eviflinefs, that he was determined to be buried with his an- 
ceftors, and to go to them, whether it was to go to heaven, 
or to hell. The califf remonftrated upon the danger his 
lipnhh miVht be in. if Georee {hould leave him; but the 

in his Doft of 


P 


Hereturns 

home. 


Ifa {hould 



Man 



not 


The Inlb- 


_...y permitted George to return home, but made him a pre¬ 
sent at parting of "near feven thoufand pound, fterling, and 
ordered him to be taken care of upon the road, and that his 
body {hould be carried to his friends, in cafe he {hould die. 

With regard to Ifa-, George's fucceffor, he had his matter’s 
learning, but not his virtues. For he made ufe of the great 
credit he had with the califf, in fleecing the people j and in lence and 
particular, in making exorbitant demands, upon the Chrift- punilh- 
ian prelates, whofe churches were very rich, a circumftance, mentof 
which we mutt obferve, could not have happened, had they his fuc- 
been immoderatly perfecuted by Al Manfur . Ifa, was weak ceffor Jfa* 
and infolent enough, during a tour which he made with the 
califf to NeJJibis , to demand of the Chti i m l ilhop there, a 
large quantity of his church plate, putting him in mind at 
the fame time of the danger of provoking by his refufal, a 
perfon, who was not only in high favour with the califf, but 
had under his care, the abfolute government of his health 
and confutation. The bifhop, provoked by this infult, very- 

wifely (hewed this letter firft to Al Rabi, the cal iff’s cham¬ 
berlain, and then to the califf himfelf, who relented it, by 


IJ 


preferment and riches; and 


after being foundly baftinadoed, to be turned out of his pa- 
lace. We have mentioned * ’ 1 ’ ’ 

it was an a£t of juftice, j 
and magnanirrous prince 


Hejra 


by the inroad of the Greeks , or from motives of ambition and , e ca hff 
jealoufy, fent three armies to invade the Greek territo- invac ^ es 


ries 


Al 


he 


two generals, Hafan > and Afad, 

felfaflembled an army of eighty thoufand men, in the neigh- 


the Greek 
territories 
but with- 


Bfra 


the northern part of the out f uc ' 


or as it is called in the hiftories of thofe days, the ce ^ s ' 
koman Empire; but though we are told he befieged for a 

whole 
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whale furnmer a fort called Kamakb^ he was obliged to«- 
bandon his undertaking with a vaft lofs, both of his troops, 
and of his reputation, and his three generals had no better 
fuccefs. But as we have this account chiefly f rom t u 
Creek writers, it is not entirely to be depended upon. It| 

feems more probable, that thofe expeditions were undertaken 

to repel the invafions of the Greeks at this time; for, it jj 
certain that they had made many inroads upon the cal-ft’s 
territories. Amongft other places of ftrength added by the 
califF to his empire, was the fortrefs Arjumojata , near the 
river Arfanias , which having fallen into decay, he now 
either repaired or rebuilt. This fortrefs is mentioned by 
Ptolemy , and by Pliny , is faid to have been fituated near the 
Euphrates. But the work was interrupted, by a body of| 
Imperialifts, who at firft beat off the workmen, and dc- 


molifhed 


Sanaka 


finifh 


Moflem 


defeats general of thofe days, in revenge of the inroads, which the 


th cGreeks. Imperialifts had made, upon 


‘fi 


_ meft 

rial territories; carrying off a vaft number of captives, and 
a great deal of plunder. Having befieged the fortrefs o! 

Syee 

mament, lifted out both by lea and land, under Michael , 
Manes , and Pardanes , three imperial generals; but they 


were 
was 


--o—~ ' - b 

was obliged to return 


home without any farther progrefs. The califf 


we 


Tartars 


pwn 

to his matter. 


to hifto- But in faft, thofe inroads werefo very n umerous, and are fo 

confufedly related by hiftorians, that it is almoft impoflible 

The Greek and 


rions. 


to keep fight of them with any certainty, 
the Mojlem hiftorians, often give different names to the lame 
man, and to the fame place, which creates an inexpreflible 

confufion of fatfts. 


Wh 


who are called the Mojlem, or the imperial generals, were 
in fail no other, than the head of free booting parties, who 
robbed one another’s territories on all occafions, and in all 
quarters. Of thefe, one Barinar^ . a ^Moflem partizan, in¬ 
vaded the imperial territories of Cilicia , and gave a defeat 
to the inhabitants of Mcpfuejlia^ a city that takes its name 

• * r aV -- — Motfi‘' 


rifes in 


Ar 


is mentioned by Plotm'j\ 


they endeavoured to prevent his retreat; hut he defeated 
them, with the lofs of a thoufand men, and returned home 

with five hundred prifoners. 

The bickerings of the Chriftian clergy amongft tnem- 

diviflon a- felvcs, are equally confufed, and equally mifrepreientw; 


a 
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tut in general we know, that towards the end of this catiff’s mongftthe 
rei«n, they came to be fo outragidius, that in order to pre- Chriftian 
ferve the peace of his empire, he was obliged to have re- clergy, 
tourfe to fevere methods. The patriarch George , had fot 
fome tithe governed the clergy of Syria y and had under hint, 
a number of Suffragan bifhops ; *but he being choferi during 
„ fchi(hi, he proceeded fo feverely againft his inferiors, that 
‘a complaint was brought againft him befofe the califf, Who 
ordered him to be put in irons, and to chufe for their pa¬ 
triarch, David, bifhop of Dara , who, though a man of 
wifdom and piety, could riot put a flop to the fchifm j which 
continued to rage as fiercely as ever. A complaint, about 
the fame time, was preferred againft Theodoras, the patriarch 
of Antioch, for carrying on an unlawful correfpondence With 
the califf's enemies. What the proofs of this allegation were, 
we know not. But the califf certainly held him for guilty 5 
for he was riot only bahiflied, but a more fevere perfecutioh 

yet 

tb build, of even to re- 



. in “ on the 


D--7 -- 

undergone. They were Forbidden 

pair churches, to expofe the crofier public, or to enter upoh 
religious difputes. The califf, having this year 'gone to s 
Jerufalem , to keep the fall of Ramadan , was mi 

formed, by. his governors, of the danger the tranquillity chrifUans 
of his empire was in, from the fiercenefs, and divihohsdf 
the Chriftians; 2nd though we do hot find that he put any 
of th'eta to death, yet it is certain, that he obliged great 
numbers of them to leave his territories, and to retire into 
thofe of th6 Greek ’emperor. Thofe feventies Werfe ehcreafed 
on the part of the califf’s governors, by the great load of 
dead riches in rrioney, chalices, and other plate, great part 
of which Was adorned with jewels, that as has been already 
obferved, was depofited in the Chriftian churches of the 
eaft. Mufa, the califf’s governor of Moful, where the divi- 
fions of the Chriftians ran the higheft, and where their 
mariners were moft profligate, was particularly fevere 


jaafi 


merely 


We do hot find 


califf’s 


p 

fons, happening about this „„„ 
- Mo 0 , and I fcould ' Tl,e con ‘ 


inclinable to believe his fucceffor ih that government, was " U 
applied to by one Zoaras. This man Was a Monk of the f ‘m V v - 

St. Matth'eiu tht'se* but fo inveterate againft the r j°^ s 


majority of his brethren, with whom he differed in 'matter; 
of feligfan, that he informed Jaafer , that his brethren, the 
Monks, had concealed in their convent, a vaft treafure 
Much had belonged to the former califfs, particularly to 
Dejham, and Merwdn , who had depofited it in their hands. 


Moll 


fzP from being unlikely to be true. 

a profound 
nor do we find. 


regard for the fanfifity of religious houies; nor dc 
that they had ever been ranfacked by the caliii’s, d 


uring the 

o 
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moft difficult times of their government. Jaafar , believed 

the information, 2nd not only .fent a party, who, ftript that 
convent, of all the richesdodgetl there $ but iflued an edift 
commanding all the Chriftians within his government to 
fend him particular inventories of the wealth of their 
churches and religious houfes. It is however, to the h 0 - 
which are nour of the califf’s government, that we are told, that this 
rellored. prince dying foon after, his edi& was fupprefied ; and the 

convent of St. Mathew , was reinftated in all the wealth 

which had been carried from it. 

Power of We cannot, in this place help remarking, that from fome 
Chriftian circumftances it appears, as if the Chriflian patriarchs of 

Syria , exercifed about this time, a kind of a civil authority 
over their inferior clergy. For, we are told, another Monk 
of Moful, having firft turned Mahometan, and afterwards 
returned to Chriftianity, fet up for a prophet, and amongft 
many other extravagancies, though he was only in deacon’s 
orders, exercifed the function of a prefbyterian biffiop ; and 
even took pofiefficm of the epifcopal chair at Dara. The 
bifhop of that place, having brought his complaints before 
David the patriarch, the latter examined into them, and 
finding, that the impoftor by his arts, and impudence, had 
colle&ed a great deal of treafure ainongft the credulous 
Chriftians, he fent him prifoner to Haran, where he con¬ 
fined him. But whatever regard the calift’ might have had 
for particular prelates of moderation and wifdom,amongftthe 
Chriftians, it is certain that he was now fo much provoked 
at their irregularities, and animofities, that he proceeded 
with great feverity in colle&ing the tributes that had been 
impofed upon him, all over Mefopotamia, Syria, and Armenia, 
and fuch of them as were unable to.pay, were obliged either 
to leave the califf’s dominions; or, to wear about their per* 
fons, a particular brand of diftindiion. . 

The califf feemsto have remained for upwards ©f a twelve 
Public month at 'Jerufalem, from whence he did not return till the 
works of 156th year of the Hejral; during this time, the fortifications 
the califF. of CaUinicum were repaired by his order, as were thofe of 

Jkula , and vaft numbers of other cities were during his 
reigp, put into a pofture of defence. We do not however 
find, that he was able to recover theeauthority of the califat, 
either in Africa, or Spain, in which laft country, the power 
of Abdalrahman , was now eftablifhed, and he had built a 
moft magnificent mofque at Corduha. This year was like- 
wife difturbed, by an irruption into Mefopotamia , of certain 
wild Arabs, who never had properly recognized the califf’s 
authority, and who feem, by the great drought, which prer 
vailed that year, to have been forced to leave their own 
country, with their families, #nd flocks of all kinds; and 
we are told, they made themfelves mafters of feveraldiftri&s 
both in Syria , and Mefopotajnia. But though it has not been 
exprefUy marked by hiftorians, the califf, feems to have 

been 


Irruption 
of the wild 
Arabs into 
his domi¬ 
nions. 
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been very intent everfincehe laid the foundations of Bagdad, 
upon peopling his dominions: perhaps in a great meafure 
to repair the watte of people, which they had fuffered, 
through the expulfion of the, Chriftians. Amongft other 
foreign troops, which he had in his pav; we are told of 
Suidians, who are no other than Indians inhabiting about the 
Ganges, Alans , Medes , Akulites , Hazars, and Turks ; all, or 
moft of whom, with many other people,, bordering upon 
Ethiopia, were now converted to Mahometanifm, and many 

of them zealous in that faith, fo that they were very proper 
fubjeets for theealiff. We are iikewife to obferve, that moft 
ofthofe nations, being not fo much ufed, as the Syrians,Egyp- His domf- 
tians, Perftans , and fome of the Arabs were, to focial life, dions peo 
and the improvement of territory, were incorporated in pled, 
the califf’s armies ; and we are told, that about this time, 
the Arabs learned fo much of the Turkijh difeipline, that 
when they encountered their enemies, they did it with a 
mighty ihout, to ftrike them with the greater terrdr. It 
cannot be denied that Al Manfur’s love of money, encreafed 
with his years, and the oppreftive methods he took to en- fjis ava- 
creafe the irrimenfe fums, he had already in histreafury, oh- r j ce ^ 
liged his governors, and officers under him to the like. In 
Mcfopotamia , Perjia, and many parts of Syria, even the re- 
pofitories of the dead, were broken up and plundered to tr * 
gratify this infatiable paffion. « k 

In the 150th year of the Hejra, Al Man fur, who, what- ‘ ‘ 774 s 

ever his real fentiments might have been, paid always great 
obfervance, to the religion of his fubjefts, went from Bagdad , His laft 
upon a pilgrimage to Mecca, but fell fo fick upon his journey advice to 
it Aldawaya , that he fent for his fon and fucceflor, Al fon 
Modi. It appears very plain from th.-* manner in which he 
took his leave of this prince, that he had no great opinion, 
of his prudence. ct Treat,” laid Al Manftir in his laft conver- 
fation he had with his fon, “ your own, and your family's 
“ relations, with marks of diftindtion, and that will reflect 
“ the greater refpeft on yourfelf; but, continued he, that 
“ is what I am apt to believe you will not do. Be kind to 
“ Vour freed men, and enlarge their numbers ; becaufe, 

“ fliould any reverfe of fortune happen to you, you will be 
“ fure of their zealous fervices ; but in this I am pretty fure, 

“ you will difobey me. Attempt not to enlarge Bagdad , 

“ on the eaftern part of the river; a thing I know you will 
attempt, tho' you never can finifti it. Suffer none of 
“ your women to bear too great a ftvay in public matters ; 

“ but in this, I am certain you will difregard me.” We if- r * e 
have particularized this ironical manner, which the califF" V ? eS - , 
ufed towards his fon, during his dying hours; becaufe it an 
gives u$ a ftrong idea of his charadler, and the opinion he 
had of the per fon to whom he fpoke. His fon, having 
taken leave of him, he proceeded to Cufa ; but his illnefs 
e'ncreafing, on the road, when he came to Bir Mahmtn , he 

Vol, Vi. X there 
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there expired. Nothing was more common among# the 
Arabs, than for the living to tear from the grave, the bodies 
of the dead to whom they had an enmity when living^ 
and to treat them with all kinds of ignominy. For this 
reafon, when Al Manfur* s body was carried from Mecca 
be interred*, a hundred graves fimilar to that, where it was 
depofited, were dug, that pofterity might be in the dark, as 
to the real one. 


Al Manfi 


was upwards of fixty-threc 


His cha¬ 
racter. years of age, and had reigned above twenty-two. "in his 

perfon, he was, like moft. of the other Arabs , tall, thin and 
fwarthy, and authors tell us of a very fingular expedient 
he employed, to difguife his grey hairs, which was, to ufe 
two thoufand drachms of mufk every month. With regard 
to his intellectual and moral qualities, he undoubtedly pof- 
fefled in an eminent degree, all the abilities, and many of the 
vices, as well as virtues of his predecdlors. He was very 
brave, as particularly appeared, during the rebellion of the 
His poli- Rawandians. That he was a profound politician, is mani- 


tical, na- 


every 


tural, and as has been already obferved, that he ever was cruel, but 
moral vir- when the concerns of ambition or family interfered. Tho’ 
tues and he naturally was paffionate and hafty, upon fmalloccafions; 

yet, when the firft fallies were over, he was very placable, 
and could enter into all the eafy familiarities of life, even 
with children. In public however, his deportment was 
awful and auftere. In Ihort, according to the beft accounts 


vices. 


His vaft 
riches. 


we have received or him, trom thole who Jived nearelt to his 
times, he had naturally about him every quality, that could 
form the agreeable companion and fine gentleman. His love 
of money was his failing; his jealoufy of power, was his 
vice. The former led him to do many things that were 
mean, the latter many that were cruel. The treafures he 
left behind him in ready money, would be incredible, did 
we not refleCt upon the prodigious wealth, and extent, of 
the countries, over which he was the abfolute fovereign. 
Authors confidently aver, that they amounted to twenty- 
four thoufand millions of dinars, and iix hundred thoufand 
millions of dihrems, a filver coin of an undetermined value, 

fieri in v. His 


fhiliing 


ceconomy was fofordid,thatheis faid to have givenhis cook, 
no other wages than the perquifites of his kitchen, and to 
Story of have obliged him to have furnifhed at his own expence, the 
Al Man - firing, and the utenfils of it. He was far from being gene* 

rous, even to his moft intimate friends. An inftance of that 


Jur 


is recounted in one of them, a man of fome confederation, 
who thought his fortune was made, when Al Manfur came 
to the califat; and prefented himfelf before the califF accord¬ 
ingly. But Al Manfur , jnflead of anf.vering his hopes, 
afked him coldly, what he wanted ? the other replied, to 

congratulate him upon his accc&on to the throne ; upon 

which, 


u 
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which the califF without taking any other notice of him, 
ordered him aprefentof about feven hundred pounds fterling, 
and gave him a hint, that he was to troubie him no more ; 

Abar, for fo his friend was called, repeating his vifit next 
vear, under pretence of enquiry for his majefty’s health, 

'M Manfur bid him roughly, be gone; and not to plague 
him hereafter, but ordered him, at the fame time another 
purfe of the fame fum. Notwithftanding this admonition, 
j z bar , fome time after, paid the califF another vifit, and 
wanted to expoftulate with him upon the reafons, of his 
majefly’s withdrawing his intimacy, and countenance from 
him. But the califF cut him fhort, by telling him in fact, 
that the friendship, which had pafTed between them, was 
“ mere matter of form, and had left no trace behind it in 
“his mind,”and to difcourage hind from ever comingagain, 
he gave him a final difmiffion without any prefent. This Refleft- 
ftory, however unafFecting it may be, has been preferved ions on it, 
by hiftorians, and it proves at leaft, in a very fingular 
manner, that the califF was fufceptible of friendfhip, fince 
upon this occdfion, it prevailed whith him, not only to part 
with fourteen hundred pound, but to treat Azhar with cool- 
nefs and humanity, notwithftanding his intrufions j in both 
which inftances, he got the better of his natural difpofition, 
which was turned to avarice and paffion. 

MManfur , notwithftanding thofe predominant vices, had Love of 
about him great docility towards thofe who he thought learning, 
could improve him in any ufeful fcience, or art. Few of 
his fubjects underftood the principles of his own religion, 
and laws, better than he did} and he even condefcended to be¬ 
come the fcholar, of the eminent doctors in that profcffion 
after he was califF. He was a great judge of perfonal merit, 
and knew perfectly well, the characters of his predeceftors, 
their generals, and minifters ; as well as of his own. He 
put one of his favourite ones to death, for infolence and 
tyranny, and affecting too great an independency upon him- 
ielf. In other inftances, he appears to have been conftant 
and eafv, towards thofe about him. He was the profefTed 
patron of philofophers, and mathematicians, whom he en¬ 
couraged at his court. But, with all thofe good qualities, 

AlManfitr , appears to have been, or affected to be, fuper- 
flitious to the laft degree, and one- of the principal fervants 
about his perlon, was his aftrologer} who confuted the 
face of the heavens, before he began any important expe¬ 
dition, or undertook any matter of great confequence. 





A GENERAL HIStORY 



A1 Modi, or Mohdi, fon of A1 Man fur, third calf 


of the boufe of Abbas. 


R 


A B /, the faithful domeftie, and freedman, of the 
late califf, when Al Manfur died, fummoned the prin¬ 
cipal lords of his court together, to attend him, but care¬ 
fully concealed from them his death. He often went, as 
tifual, into his mafter’s apartment, and pretended to have 
conferences with him ; the refult of which he faid was, 
that they fliould immediately, fwear to preferve the order 
of fucceffion that had been fettled ; firft upon / UMokdi , and 
Al Mohdi then upon Ifa. This being done without any difficulty, 
recognifed Rabi i made his mafter’s death public, and fent a courier 
caliiF. from Maimun , where the califf died, to Bagdad , to which 

Al Modi had retired, waiting for that event; and in order to 
prevent any practices againft his fucceffion* No foonerwas 
it known at Bagdad , that Al Manfur was dead, and that 
the chief Modems had fworn to maintain the fucceffion than 
Modi , without any oppofition, was proclaimed and 


He bu y s 


recognized califf. 

Ifa 


Manfu 


Cuft 


verfion to 
the throne. 


° J a 5 f he heard of Al Modi's acceffion, he thought, perhaps not 
ver ion o w ^ out f orne rea fon, that he had been ill treated through¬ 
out the whole affair, and began to have fome thoughts of 
fortifying himfelf at Ctifa\ and of afeertaining his claim to 
the fucceffion. Al Modi had forefecn, and provided againft, 

fent a thoufand chofen horfe to Cufa , who 

any meafures to l'ecurc 


this event- He 
ltirprifed Ifa, b 
himfelf, and brought him before the califf at Bagdad . Ifa , 


had 


for Al Mo, 


of treating him with feverity; but he gave him to underftand, 
that he mull: relinquifh his reverfion to the throne of the 
califat, in favour of Al Hadi , Al Mohdi's fon; on which 
condition, if he would freely comply with it, he added, he 
would eive to Ifa , a prefent of about feven millions 


Ifa , we are told, compli 
the money accordingly. 


fterling. 
propofal, and received 


♦ 

He fop- 

prefles an 
infurrec- 
tion. 


This 


one 


Tuff 


ftrength of a pretended infpiration* 


or prophecy, fet up for himfelf in Korafan . No pretext was 
too abfurd, to feduce the people of thofe parts into the 
party of any impofture, that tended towards an alteration of 


government 


ref 


he fet up his ftandhrd, at Bu fa • The califf, hearing of this 

rebellion, fent Tezid , one of his beft generals to fupprefs it, 

which, he not only effect ually did, by defeating and dil- 

perfmg 
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nerfme the impoftor’s followers, but brought him in 
chains^, to Bagdad, where he was publicly crucified, by the 

caiiff’s order. 

Condanihie Coprommvs, 


369 


was now dead; and mutual The 


ravage s 


Jnru'fions, and „ .- 

jlgjlws and the Greeks ; but greatly in favour of the former, feat his 
The Chriftians however, in the 161ft year of the Hejra, troops, 
invaded Syria, with a hundred thoufand men, and defeated 
the califf's troops, of whom they killed five of their chief 
officers, and two thoufand common men. Next year, 
the cal iff, ordered Hafan , one of his generals, to make an 
irruption in Phrigia , to revenge that defeat, and gave him 


Haft 


the Im- 


a great army for that pur.pofe. 
nerialifts top well provided for his reception. For, though 
he belie ged Do'-ylatum, a city of the greater Phrygia , and 
preffed it with uncommon vigour for feventeen days, yet 
his provifions falling fhort, he was obliged to raife the liege, 
and to march to Amorium, another city of the fame pro¬ 
vince, which he attempted to furprize, but it was fo well 
defended, by a numerous and well-provided garrilon, that 


he met with 


loft 


fie was obliged, without making any conqueft 


men, 
return home. 


Thecaliff, irritated by thofe difgracee, and Ioffes, raifed, He makes 
lKXt year, another great army, the command of which hehisfccond 

'T Harm fanHaruv 

and he his gene- 


gave 


Rajhi d 


age; 


afiigned him for his counfellor Tahya , of the Bar mac family, ra ^ 
a man of great wifdom and virtue. That nothing might be 
wanting, to the fuccefs of the young general, the califf him- 
felf, tho’ he was then about to pay a vifit, with great fplen- 
dour to Jerufalcm , accompanied his fon, fome part of his 
march, and after leaving him for fome time, rejoined him, 
near the plains of Alleppo , from whence he proceeded to 
Jmtfalem. liar an then advanced, againft Samaleck ; which 'J 110 ta ~ e 
after a fiege of thirty-eight days, and reducing the town to aleck ; 


ruins 


and 


Mohanna 


Kora fan 


a c- 


perate Enthufiafts, : that ever appeared. He had been fecretary 


appearance 


count of a 

Abu Modem, and upon his death he went into 
lere he loft an eye. This lofs added to his own 
which was naturally defpicable, determined 


pollor 


him to quit the profefiion of arms,and to fet up as a juggler, 
in which profefiion, by the help of fome fmattering in 
chyrniffiy, a ffudy, which has always been greatly in vogue 
in Perjia, he met with fo much fucccfs, that he found the 
tranfition eafy, from a chymift, into a prophet. The foun¬ 
dation of his do&rine, was an opinion, which Abu Mejlem 
himfelf, whofe memory was in high reputation in thofe parts 
v ' 1 m emanation of divinitv. or divinity ittclf, 


had, that 


*3 


ever 

filiCf 
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and rebel, fince the creation of the world, had tranfmigrated thro’ 

certain number of chofen men, the laft of whom was Ak 
Mojlem j and that the divinity had paffed, upon his death, 
into himfelf, Mohannn . 1 


His arts of 


This abfurd perfuafion which was no otherthan a miftaketi 
juggling, part of Pythagorifm, had been long held in tile eafterii 


countries, and the profefTors of it, were called Golater, and 
and the artificers of Mokafina , procured frefh credit to it 
and numerous converts to him. To difguifethe difagreeahle 
appearance of his perfon, he fpoke to his followers, in a 
veil, which he faid he did in imitation of Mofes , one o( 
his predeceflbrs; the brightnefs of whofe face the people 
could not endure. Amons-ft his other iupgjin? nerfnr. 


could not endure. Amongft his other juggling perfor- 
mances, he raifed, by fome preparation refembling Pkf. 
pborus , the appearance of a Moo:; out of a pit, for which, 
he was called by the Perjians, the Moon-maker; and at 
laft, he came to fuch a pitch of infolence, that he arrogated 
to himfelf divine honours, pretended to look into futurity, 
Se:6 up and even to reftorethe dead to life. In fhort, his followers 
for a pro- grew fo numerous, that he made himfelf matter of Mama■ 

l 4 ° ? 1 ^ T » f /? /V r-r n 1 • C* t 1 


phet. 


ralnabr, Nakhjhafb , Kajh , and many fortified places. But 


the novelty of nis appearance wearing oir, ms followers 
according to the nature and inconftancy of their country, 
^,all but a few Enthufiafts, defperate, and determined, like 
himfelf, flunk away; fo that the generals which the califf 
fent againft him, obliged him to retire to a fortrefs where 
he had made preparations for a vigorous defence, in hopes 
that his votaries, would relieve him. But a divinity in 
diftrefs, with the powers he pretended to, is no objeftof 
allegiance, or compaffion. All his cmiiarics, however 
pompous his profeflions were, could not work his deli* 
verance. Dreading to fall alive, into the bands of his 
xheamaz enemies, he called together his family and friends, to whom 

mg or- k e ac j m i n jftrc:l aftrong poifon, in wine; which all of them 
cum- drank, excepting one of his concubines, who, not chuiing 
fiances or to ( u ff er that J^fod G f martyrdom, had concealed herfelf, 
Ins death. an( ^ was found alive, when the califf’s general took the 

caftle. Mokanna , after this, reduced all the bodies of the 
dead to allies, and threw himfelf into a liquid ofachymical 
compcfition, which is faid to have confumed his body, ail 
but his hair; and this is a frefh prefumption, that ail the 
amufing tricks he exhibited, were owing, to fome know- 


wearing off, his followers 


The amaz 
mg cir- 
cum- 


ledge he bad in that art. The death he chofe proved him 
to be a thorough Enthufiaft, bccaufe he had always pre¬ 
tended to his followers, that he would afeend to heaven; 
and that his foul fbould inform a grey-headed perfon, 
Who would give them the earth for their inheritance. His 
difappearing in the manner he did, which was revealed by 
his concubine, the only living creature, whom the califf’s 
troops found in the fortrefs, begot fuch a veneration for his 
memory, that the number of his fe&aries were enlarged, and 

- ■ ' - ’ diftin- 


oved him 


p rove 

lwav; 


w 
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jWncmiflied thcmfelves, by wearing white habits, in 
^ nation to the favourite colour of the houfe of Abbas, 

oppoluiun 

^Thofi^rebellions being thus fupprefled, the califF refumed Harm in 

againft the Greek ^empire, which was then vades the 


his operations „ 

anverned by the emprefs Irene. a , 

? u«A hohaved fo well in his laft command, that he was territo- 

fon, nau ucuav . _, _ — «. r • • a 


Young Harm 


nitched upon for this important fe'rvice, and obtained the ries, 
command of an army of ninety-five thoufand chofen troops. 

Having entered the Greek territories, he defeated an impe- his bold 
•Jia! general fent to oppofe him; but inftead of marching march, 
direful v to Pont us and Bitbinia , he advanced, thro’ a dangerous 
defile that lay between the point of the Dydanian mountains, 
and the river Sangaryus, a pafs which the Greeks had thought 
to be fo impra&icable, that they had left it unguarded; then, 
eroding that river, he filled, all Pontus and Bithenia, with con- 
fternation and carried fire and fword into all places that refift- 

cd him. In fhort, he carried the terror of his arms, as far as 
tficodemia, and Covjlantinople itfelf was fo alarmed, thattheem- 
prefs Irene , propofed terms of accommodation. Harun , 
would not have given ear to a treaty of that kind, after 
having fut mounted fuch vaft difficulties, and when he was 
in a manner, in view of Confiantinople , theohjeft which had 
coft his country fo much blood and treafure, had it not 
been that his army was at that time in the utmoft diftrefs. 

The Arabs, and the Syrians, of which it was compofed, 
had neve'- been very provident with regard to fubfiftence, 
n0 r did they ever much regard the eredting of magazines, 
which was the great reafon, why many of their expeditions jj e f orce $ 
mifearried. Irene, was too much under the influence of her t j, e 
fears, to make the proper advantage of Harun's diftrefs; prf 

. * ’ Helpsdius 


era- 


to con- 


gove: nor of Sicily , who had fled to the Arabs, after his be- 
fng defeated, being by them proclaimed emperor. Both - 


a 

ftiamefui 


parti .3 having thus their reafons for peace, a treaty was con- treaty 
eluded, by which the emprefs, agreed to pay to the califf, w j th him. 


an annual fubfidy of fevenhundred thoufand pieces of gold 
upon condition of Harun* s difeontinuing his devaftations, 
and of carrying his army back to Bagdad. She likevvife 
confented, that he fhould have an immediate fupply of all 
kinds of provifions, and that the fame fhould be continued 
to them during their march through the imperial territo¬ 
ries ; and li£ewife, that (he fhould provide them with guides 
to conddfl£$iem homewards, in the fafeft and moft com¬ 
modious imriiner; without being obliged to march, thro 
the dangerous pafs already mentioned. Thus ended Ha- 
run’s glorious expedition, and the fuccefs of it gave forfe- 
veral years tranquillity to the calift *s government; a bleffing 
which it rarely experienced. 

This 


was 


beautify 


improved by Al Mohdi, in farther enlarging^The ca* 

Bagdad , which in a very few liff’s great 


peopling 
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years attention 

to him. 
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years arofe to an amazing pitch of greatnefs ; owing, partly 
to the califf’s favour, but chiefly to its own advantageous 
Atuatb^. ■' The arts of peace were proportionably culti¬ 
vated, thro’ the other parts of the califf’s dominions, par. 
ticularly at Bafra , which, tho’ it had been founded fince 
the commencement of the califat, was at this time, one of 
the richeft, and moft poiite cities in a]] the Eaft; and in 
pofieffion of a mint, from which fome pieces have defeended 
to the cabinets of the curious, in the prefent age. Thofe 
pieces, which go by the name dirhems, (the drachma, of 
the antients) did not admit of being ftampt with the effigies 
of the fovereign. They were generally inferibed with fotnc 


tics. 


religious fentepce on one fide, and the name of the califf, 
and on the other, the name of the place where they were 
coined, and the year of theHejra. Seminaries of literature, 
flourifhed Jikewife at this time, at Damafcus, and Kayru , iii 
Erypt, a country, of which the califfs of the houfe of Abbas, 

H isfeve- feem to have been particularly jealous of, by their perpe- 
yityagainfl: tually changing its governors. But Al Mohdi, appears to have 
fchifma- poflefTcd part of his father’s fuperftitious notions, though 

he was very unlike him in many other refpe£ts. He put to 
death many of his fubje&s, who had embraced zendicifm, a 

that parcok of the tenets of the Saracens, and the 
Manicbeans. He is likewife faid, to have been fevere upon 
the Chriflians of the diftri& of Hems. But either he, or 
his fon Harun , did not follow the example of Al Manfur, in 
expelling them out of his dominions ; for, we are told, that 
when that young prince returned from his Conffantinopo- 
litan expedition, he brought back with him, a vaft number 
of Chriilians, who had been made flaves in the Greek em- 
pire. 

In many other refpecls, Al Mobil, excelled his father. 
The great fje was generous, to a degree of prodigality. He replaced, 
virtues of to private perfons, large Aims of money, that had been ex- 
the cajiiF. torted from them by his father. He attended in perfon to 

all the grievances of his fuhje&s ; nor did he, when it came 
to his knowledge, ever fuffer the powerful to opprefs the 
weak; and,above all, from virtuous as well as political prin¬ 
ciples, he took care to circumfcribe the power of the gmcr r 
nors of his provinces. He was particularly careful in his choice 
of civil magiftrates ; and that they Ihould be men of ex¬ 
emplary lives, and well fkilled in the principles of law and 
equity. We may therefore reafonably conclude, that if his 
father Al Manfur, entertained any prepoileffions agajnft 
him, they were owing to his being the very reverfe of him- 
fclf, in point of ceconomy. To give oneinflance of that; 
Al Mohdi, in a Angle pilgrimage he made, from Bagdad to 
Mecca, expended about four millions fterling EngUJb. But 
the reader, is to obferve, that the cahfts, upon fuch oc- 
cafions, were often attended, by fome hundred of thoufands 

pi their fubje&s j befides their 91'dinary retinue, and a ca- 
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lif ofgenerofity and fpirit, never failed to entertain them all 

at his own expences. _ 

£ Mobdi , upon this occafion, was not only liberal, but Luxury 

luxurious, beyond any thing that had ever been feen before, of the 
among# the Mojlans. His camels, were loaded with the califf. 
m oftdelicious fruits of the eaft, and all the delicacies which 
that luxuriant country could produce. Being to march 
through prodigious trails of burning fands, he was provided 
with a proportionable quantity, not only of water, but of 
jceandfnow, to render his meals the more cool and agree¬ 
able, not only during his journey to, and from Mecca, but 
during his residence there ; to the great amazement of the 
frugal Meccans, who had no ideas of fuch refinements. He 
I was equally magnificent in his tafte of building, and left fo 
many monuments of it at Mecca , and by enlarging the por¬ 
tico ofthe Caaba, many zealous Modems were offended at it, 
as deviating too much from the original fimplicity of their 
religion. While he was intent upon thofe works, one of 
his fubje&s brought him a flipper, which he pretended, had 
belonged to the Prophet, and for which the califf, imme¬ 
diately ordered him a reward of ten thoufand dinars; giving, 
to his courtiers, a reafon for this extraordinary liberality; 

“lam, faid he, fenfible, that our Prophet never faw this .Jfaftance 
“ flipper, but, had I difregarded it, I might have given, to p9 , 
( f the lower ranks of people, who believe it to be his, a ft cy F 
“ handle of reproach.” His private alms at Mecca , were 
likcwifc exceflive When he went to the mofque there, 
he diftributed vaft Aims to all who were about him. Ob- 
fcrvingone day, that one Hajani, a Pilgrim of great fan£ti- 
ty, who had attended him to Mecca , begged nothing from 
him, “ Hajani , faid he, have you nothing to defire from 
jour fovereign?” Hajani $ reply, would have done honour 
to a better religion. “ What, faid he, fhould I defire, in 
“ the houfe of God, but God himfelf.” This anfwer, 
made fuch an imprefiion upon the califf, that after many 
expreflions of the deepeff humiliation, he ordered a prefent 
often thoufand dinars, (about feven thoufand pounds EngliJJ?) 

to be given to Hajani. But his paflion for the learned, and 
for men of genius, exceeded, if poffible, even that for 
the religious. For, having employed Meriva'n Hafas, to 
compofe an Arabic poem ; he was fo well pleafed with it, 
thathe gave him a reward of feventy thoufand dihrems, which 
was a thoufand dihrems for every paffage, the whole poem 
confifting of no more than fevent, ffanzas. 

Eefides thofe virtues, belonging to a great prince, he had His amia- 
many qualifications of an eafy companion, and a good na- ui e r 
tured man. Happening one day, while he was hunting t - *l uai “ 
4 diverfion he was paffionately fond of, to be feparatedfrom 1 S * 
his company, he found himfelf obliged to take fhelter in the 
cottage of a poor pcafa-nt, to whom he communicated his 

diftrefs* 
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diftrefs, but without letting him know his quality. The 
peafant, upon this, treated him with his homely fare, 0 f 
brown bread and milk. But the califf afking, whether he 
had nothing better to entertain him with, his hoft produced 
a bottle of excellent wine, which, put the califf, who took 
a large draught of it, into fuch a humour, that he demand¬ 
ed of the peafant, whether he knew who he was ? The an- 
fwer being in the negative, you muff know, replied 
Mohdi , that I have a good place at the califf’s court. Al 
Mohdt , again applying the wine to his head, aficed him the 
fame queftion, and received the fame anfwer; hut with 
feme marks of peevifhnefs for his impertinence. Then re¬ 
plied 41 Mohdt , I muft let you know, that I am a great 
lord under the commander of the faithful. The appli¬ 
cation of the bottle a third time, putting'the califf into a 
Rill better humour, and, “ do you not really know, faid 
he to the hoft, who I am ?” the peafant then beginnings 
lofe all patience, told him, he ought to be fatisfied with 
the anfwer already given him, without renewing his troublc- 
fome impertinence. “ Then friend,’ 7 faid the califf, 

“ know that I am the commander of the faithful, to whom 
tc all the world does homage.” The peafant upon this, with 
a contemptuous look of admiration at his folly, fnatched 
up the bottle and conveyed it away, to the no fmall furprize 
of the califf, who afked him, the reafon, why he did fo r 
Becaufe, replied his boft, that I am afraid a fourth draught, 
will bring you to be the prophet Mahomet , and a fifth may 
bring you to be GodAlmigbty himfelf. This repartee, which 
was at once fo juft, and fo witty, pleafed the califf greatly, 
and his attendants happening to come up, they foon con¬ 
vinced the peafant, that his gueft was the califf, ziuiAl 
Mohdi ordered, a veft, and a purfe of money, to be given 
to his hofpitable landlord, who told him, that thence forth, 
he never fhould difpute his word, though he fhould take it 
into his head, to make himfelf three or four times a greater 
man than he had done. 

41 Mohdi was not without his family jealoufy of the houfe 
of Hefljam ; but we meet with none of thofe infiances of 
inhumanity, that were fo commonly excrcifed ag2inft it in 
his father’s tunc. We meet however, with a remarkable 
incident, which indicates, that it hung about him. Tho’ 
he governed by minifters, yet he was never governed by 
them. He difplaced AJhcri , whom he had advanced to that 
high poll, and filled it up with Yakub, This minifter, was 
fo amiable in his private chara&er, that he fbared an ex¬ 
traordinary degree of his mafter’s confidence and affe&ions, 
even to the partaking with him in all his parties of pleafure. 
This eminent diftin&ion, far from overawing, excited 
the envy, of the other courtiers, who found means to in- 

i qrmJl Mohdi, that his favourite minifter, was in his heart, 

a friend 
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9 friend to the houfe of Alt.' .This was too tender a point, 
for// Mohdi, whatever his private convi&ion might be, to 
n egledt it. As feveral of the houfe of Alt , were (till alive, 
for the diftin&ion was too glorious for them todifown it, he 
piade Yakub ’s putting one of them to death, the teft of his 
fidelity and loyalty. The talk was difagreeable, as the fa- Remark- 
,xiily continued ftill to be very popular, and the more fo a ble in- 
through his misfortunes ; and Al Mohdi , to induce his mi- ftances oi 
nifter to go through the bloody work with more alacrity, t h e fame 
made him a prefent of a large fum of money, and of a wife 
out of his own feraglio, who, in fad, was to ferve as a fpy, 
upon his condud. Yakub , having got the party, doomed to 
death, in his power, intimated to him his fentence; but, the 
the other conjuring him to fpare his life, that he might meet 
with favour, from his great anceftor, Alikin the next world, 

Yakub, not only relented, but gave him all the money he 
had received, as the price of his blood, and favoured his 
efcape. The wife of Yakub’s bofom, however, difcovered 
this humane treachery, to her former matter, and the 
fonerbeing retaken, was confined in a fecret apartment, of 
the califf’s palace. Al Mohdi, then demanded of his mi- 
nitter, whether he had obferved his commands, in putting 
the obnoxious perfon to death. Yakub , avered that he had, 
and confirmed what he faid, by the moft folemn oaths, 
and proteftations ; that is, by the hand and life of the com¬ 
mander of the faithful. Upon this, the criminal was produc¬ 
ed, and the calift' was fo moderate, as only to order Yakub 
to prifon ; more perhaps, for his difingenuity, than his dif- 
obedience. 


RaJIrid 


done, to He endea- 


his father and his empire, and his promifing qualities, in-vours to 
Ipircd Al Mohdi with the thoughts, of fetting his eldeft fon, alter the 
Al Uadi, afide from the fucceflion, in favour of Harm, fucccfiion 
Harm, being thenatadiftance from court, bis father com-in favour 
municated his intentions to him, and ordered him to re- of his 
pair to Bagdad, to receive the honour he defigned him. younger 
That young prince magnanimoufly rejeded it; as being fon-. 
an injuftice done to his elder brother, who had been guilty 
of no fault, to deferve fuch an exclufion. Al Mohdi, thought 
that as he had gone fo far^ it was cj^ngerous to leave the 

thing unfinifhed ; and therefore fept orders for Harun, to 
meet him at Arud, a town in the diftrid of Majahdan, that 

thev might have a conference together- 

The reader loofes half his plcafure, in perufingthehiftory ^up-rfti- 
of thecaliffs, unlefs he carries in'his mind, an idea ofthe7i 0 nof 

manners of their country, and times. The natural enthu-bimfelf 

fiafm of the Arabs, the degenerated mythology of the Ejryti- T - 
kjans, and the mifunderftood principles of the antient Per- i 
ftans, joined to the ignorance, and the effeminacy of the* * 
Adrians, concurred, in making the califf’s court at this 


of credulous fuperttit 


It 


eafilv to 

b? 
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be imagined, that a prince, poffeffing fuch extenfive dotnj, 
nions as the califf did, had about him, a variety of attend, 
ants, and fuitors, from all thofe countries ; and the dawn of 
learning, which now appeared fo ftrongly in his court, was 
far from removing the evil. The ftudy of aftronomy, had 
from all antiquity, been the favourite ftudy of the Arabs 
and the Syrians , bordering upon Arabia . But the times of 
ignorance, enthufiafm, and blood fhed, had abolifhed the 
rational fcience, and left in its ftead, a falfe, foolifh deln- 
fion, termed aftrology; by which, inftead of in veftiga ting, 
the fituations and revolutions of the ftars, they pretended 

to afcertain their virtues, and influences. Al Mohdi> him- 

felf, was not exempted from this ridiculous weaknefs. In 
imitation of his father, he held his aftrologer amongft the 
principal perfons of his court, and his fubje<fts in imita¬ 
tion of him, undertook nothing of importance, without 

confulting the afpe£l of the ftars. 

Al Mohdiy had a favourite concubine, named j Bafana, 
who feems to have entertained, a moft fovereign contempt 
for fuch fooleries. Being in the intereft of the heir apparent, 
when Ihe received an order to prepare for her journey with 
the califf, ftie upbraided his chief aftrologer, Theopbilus , a 
native of EdeJJa , and a Chriftian, with havingadvifed him to 
undertake that journey, and wifhed that God might ftrike 
him dead, for the ill offices he had done. Theopfjilus , ac¬ 
cording to the Modem hiftorians, moft folemnly difclaimed 
his having any hand in perfuading the califf to the journey, 
but gave her to underftand, that if the califf ihould die in it, 
ftie herfelf ought to cover her head with duft. 

Theopbilus , by this anfwer, very probably, meant no more, 
than that the favourite miftrefs, would be reduced toavery 
deplorable condition, fhould the califf die. But the fequel 
gave it a very different complexion. For, Hafana , flung 
with jealoufy of another lady, who fhe thought to be too 
much in favour with the califf, made her a prefent, of an 
apple, impregnated with ftrong poifon, but fo artfully, 
that it retained all its native beauty. The lady, inftead 
of eating this apple, made a prefent of it to Al Mohdi , after 
he arrived at Arud , and had met with his fon Harun. The 
moment he eat it he perceiyed he was poifoned, and foon 
after expired j when he was about thirty-nine years of 
age. 

We have in the hiftory of this califf, been fo diffufe, 
concerning his perfon and qualifications, that little remains 
to be faid of bis character. He was undoubtedly amiable, 
in his manners and difpofition, and maybe termed the father 
of learning in his country. This aftrologer, as he is called, 
Theopbilus of EdeJJa , tranflated into Arabic , the works of 
Homer , and feveral other of his minifters, as has been al¬ 
ready hinted, were men of learning and genius. The fame 

canpoS 
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fcinnot be faid of his principal phyfician, who got his pre¬ 
ferment by a lingular adventure. A favourite miftrefs of 
the califf? fent to him fome of her own water, a pra&ice 
very common in Arabia, to know what difeafe {he laboured 
under, but ordered the maid who carried it, carefully to 
conceal from whom it came. The maid accordingly, told 
]fi, (for that was the phyfician’s name) who then kept an 
apothecary’s {hop, that Ihe came from a poor woman. No, 
faiijfa, injeft, this water came from a great princefs, who 
is now with child of a prince; the maid, returning with 
this anfwer, and the lady happening at that time to be with 
child, communicated the ftory to the califf, who was fo 
well pleafed with it, that though Ifa, was far from being 
eminent in his pYofeflion, he made him his firft phyfician, 
and gave him a magnificent prefent. 

Al Mohdi , in his perfon, was tall and well looked, and 
fo generous, that he was taxed with profufion, for he 
(pent all the immenfe treafures, in a very Ihort time, that 
were left him by his father. Some authors feem to think, 
that all the Ihew of devotion he made, was little better than 
affe&ation and hypocricy, but, be that as it will, his reign 
was unftained by thofe {hocking barbarities, that were fo 
common under his father, and fome of the greateft of his 

predecefl'ors. 
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the people, through the lenity of his fathers govern- State of 
ment, and through a long train of peace and profperity, affairs un- 
were degenerating greatly, from, thofe virtues, that had der the 
made their fathers great. By a turn, not uncommon amongft new ca- 
ttatiom, the ftate was in danger of running from one ex- liff. 
tream to another, fromfuperftition to infidelity j for fuchwas 
the profeflion of Zendicifm, which has been already men¬ 
tioned. Al Mohdi. before his death, was fo fenfible nf thp 


effe&s 


a total difregard 


for religion muft 


have upon the ftate, that he punifhed all the Zendia with 
death, wherever he could find them, and his eldeft fon was 
employed in an expedition againft them when he came to 
the throne. Harun Al Rajhid, his brother, was with Al 

Mohdi at the time of his death, but was too generous to take Generofi 
any advantage of his father’s partiality in his favour, to the tyoJ - 
prejudice of his brother. Far from that, he had no foor.er % 
performed the funeral obfequies of his father, than he obliged ‘'' a J 


Hadi 


all the great men of his court to fvvear allegiance to ~Jl 

who, by Harun ’s advice repaired direcliy to 
Bagdad, where he was rccognifcd for califf. Al Hadi, 

followed 
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followed the maxims of his father and grandfather, in f re _ 
quentiy removing, his governors ; particularly thofe of 
Egypt. The Zenelies , at the time of AlMobdi’s death, were 
actually in rebellion in the province of FabaAjion^ butwere 
reduced by Al Uadi ; the name of their leader we are told 
was Maddr. 

But a much more dangerous rebellion broke out, undera 


Hof 


who was pro- 


Uadi 


claimed califf, at Medina. This perfon feems to have been 
more fanguinary than the other defendants of that family. 
For, after being proclaimed at Medina , he proceeded to 


the houfe of Abbas. Hofe 


Pilg 


a kind of a proclamation, by which behave liberty to all 
ilaves, who fhould take up arms under him. This brought 
great numbers to his ftandard, and his vaft liberality to the 
inhabitants of Bagdad , and Cufa , made him a moft formi¬ 
dable rebel. The truth is, many of the Mojlems looked 
upon the dominion of the houfe of Abbas^ to be no other, 
than, as it really was, a fortunate ufurpation, and the 


ufurpation, and the 


princes of that houfe, confcious ofthe weaknefs of their title, 
had been glad to make a compromife with the defendants of 
the houfe of Aliy to whom they gave very great appointments, 
and revenues, befides occasional prefents to keep them 
quiet. AlHadu or his father Al Mohdi , for inftance, made 
a prefent to this fame Bojcin , of upwards of twenty-five 


amongft the Cvfi 


fterling 


We 


are 


It is fup- the califf, they were eafily put to the fword ; and Hofek 
jueffed by himfelf being killed, his head was cut off, and no quarter 
his troops, was lhewn, to his adherents. The defendants ofthe houfe 

of Aliy upon this defeat, were ftript of all the penfions, and 
poffeffons, they held under the government ofthe califf. 
Jngrati- Al Hadiy was no fooner feated on the throne in tranquijli- 
tudeofthe ty, than he naturally turned his thoughts towards limiting 
califf to- thefucceffion to the defendants of his own body, he having 

_ . . • a « 4 # P t 


told, that he ftript himfelf of the fhirt he wore, and gave it 
amongft them, leaving to himfelf only a garment lined with 
furs. By thofe arts, he foon got together a giddy rout, 
but being unequal to the regular, well-difciplined troops of 
the califf, they were eafily put to the fword ; and Hofek 


wards Al 
Rajkid 


Jaafef 


This was a delicate point, and 


far more fo, as the fucceffon had been already fo folemnly 
fettled, upon Haran Al Rojlnd , who had behaved with fo 
generous a difintereftednefs to his brother. Add to this, that 
Harm was not only very powerful and popular, but was 
the favourite of his mother liizarun, the fame lady, who fent 
to confult the apothecary Ila. It muft be admitted, that the 
fuccefiion to the califat, had^ hitherto been extreamly pie- 
carious, and it had been chiefly determined by the will of 


during his life time. therefore, ha 

him, the light of fucctilion, 'out Al Uadi 


Mod 


Iha v.n therefore, bad undoubtedly in 

:tll:on, 'out Al Had: was t efoh ed at 
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all events, to carry it for his own fon. But his mother, 
was not a woman to be trifled with. She had a great party 
at court, and even fuch an afcendency over the califf, that 
her court was as numerous as his, which he was at laftfo 
provoked with, that he ordered her to mind her wheel and 
her diftaff, and fwore he would cut off the head of any of 
his officers, who fliould apply to her for favour. 

JI JJadi, on the other hand, was cruel, fecret, and cun- His trea- 
ning. He had the affair of the fucceflion, fo much at heart, chery and 
that he formed a defign of murdering his mother, his bro¬ 
ther, and Barmac , his fir ft minifter. Barmac , was looked 
upon, as one of the wifeft men in the whole empire, and 
had taken the liberty to remonftrate to the califf, upon the 
injuftice, and danger,’of endeavouring to fet Harun afide from 
the fucceflion, in favour of a child, who could not head 
the Pilgrimages to Mecta , nor perform the duties of an 
Iman, or High Prieft; which the ftation of califf required. 

The califf, finding that it would be difficult, if not impof- 
fible, to have the fucceflion altered, during the lives of hi3 
mother, brother, and minifter, ordered one Hartbe?na , a 
private favourite, to put his brother, and Barmac, to death, unnatura- 
and he fent to his mother, a poifoned goofe, in a pre- > 


fent. 

Kizaran , was too wife to be over-reached by her fon. but is out 
She had made fure before hand of Harthema , and had intel- wittedand 
ligenceof all the califf’s bloody defigns, which extended.to put to 
the reducing the city of Cufa , to aibes, and putting to death by 
death, all the friends of the houfe of Mi. Harthcina , ap- his mo- 
peared Clocked at receiving fo many inhuman commiflions; ther. 
but the califf told him, that he muft either execute them, or 
die; and withdrew to the inner part of his palace, 'till 
Harthema , fhould determine upon the part he was to a<ft. 

This was foon refolved upon. He communicated the whole 
affair to Kizaran , who immediately murdered her fon; 
fome fay, by giving him a glafs of poifoned water, and 
others by fmothering him with pillows. The murder was no 
fooner committed, then Kizaran called out to Harthema to 
come to fee the califf dead, for he lay expofed on a bed, 
being then not above twenty-fix years of age. 

Thisprinceappearstohavebeenequally weak,and wicked, ^t- s ^ 

and to have depended entirely upon his own defpotic power, .n, 
for the fuccefsofhis projects. In his perfon he is faid to have fa er * 
been very robuft, and brave. Like his predeceffors, he was 
extreamly fond of poetry, of which we have a remarkable 
inftance, that does honour to his memory. He one day 
gave it in the option of a favourite poet, who had prefented 
him with fome verfes, either to receive thirty thoufand 
direms, in hand, or one hnndred thoufand, when he had 
taken the trouble, and been at the expence of carrying his 
order through all the formalities of the exchequer. Give 
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Hislibe- me, anfwered the poet, the thirty thoufand direms in har 
xality to a and the one hundred thoufand in reverlxon, which theca! 
poet. inftantly complied with. 



Harun A1 Ralhid. 


General 

character 


w 


E 

Hem empire. The cal iff* Harun A / Rajhid. 


Mo 


/bid's 

reign. 


His good 
fortune. 


of Al Ra~ magnanimity of his greateff predeceffors, added the moft p 0 . 

liftied virtues, and the mofl amiable condudt Learned and 

brave in himfelf, he not only encouraged thofe virtues in 
others, but laid the foundations of fcience fo deep, that it 
flourifhed long after his reign, and it was owing to his en¬ 
couragement, that the Eaft produced, in every branch of 
learning, fome of the greateft names that adorn the hiftory 
of literature. 

Al Rajhid was one of the moft fortunate princes, that 
ever fat upon any throne. At the time of his accefiion, he 
was no more than twenty-two years of age, and his pre¬ 
servation was confidered as fomevvhat miraculous. His fa¬ 
ther Al Mohdi , had made him a prefent of a ring, worth 
about feventy thoufand pound fterling, which his brother 
Al Hadi fent to demand as his right. But Harun , inftead 
of delivering it to the meflenger, threw it with great indig¬ 
nation into the Tygris. When he was called to the throne 
of the califf, having an affection for the ring, he placed 
himfelf upon the fame fpot, and threw as nearly, in the 
fame direction as he could, a leaden ring after it, by which 
tfie divers, whom he employed, recovered his favourite 
ring, which gave him infinite fatisfadtion. This incident, 
trifling as it may feem, gave the Mcjlcms a very advantage¬ 
ous prepoffefiion, in Harun 's favour, and they confidered 
him as the darling of heaven; which undoubtedly contri¬ 
buted greatly to the after happinefs of his reign. Jaafa\\ 
the late calffF’s fon, was obliged, for fear of his life, to 
recognize his uncle, and this adt, being formally recorded, 
was of great fervice to Harun. 

It was the 171ft year of the Hejra, which anfwers to the 
year of God, 787, when Harun Al Rajhid mounted the 
the throne of the califFs. As he had naturally a ferious caft, 
he conciliated the aft'edlions of his fubjedts, by a great 
outv/ard fhew of piety, which he exprefled by reading the 
koran. His health, at the time of his accefllon, being 


His piety. 


and want 
t»f health. 


ijhua , the 


Almanzas 


l 

t 
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Alnunizds favourite phyfician, wbofe reputation was equal 
to that of his father, and finding great benefit from his ad¬ 


vice; he took him into 

noble appointments --, , , 

often embroiled with the Greek empire, and towards the wlth the 

v* mi* • 1 • I • *!• ^ 


Al Rulhid 


- O * o" ,--- 7 —wvi*-a«.cu 

the imperialifts, under one Diogenes, an officer of great va¬ 
lour and experience, who loft his life in the battle. He had 
about the fame time, another war upon his hands, with 
the Turks, or, as they are called the Koxars. The daughter 
of the Kakan, or the prince of this people, having been 


affianced to 


Harun 


arrnac, a orotner, or relation, or 
tniniftcr, happened to die foori after her arrival at Rarmed s 
houfe ; and her fervants returning to her father’s court, 
pubiiflied every where, that fhe was poifoned, which the 
Kakan refeiited fo much, thatfome hoftilities pafiedbetween 
his troops, and thofc of Harun ; but we are in the dark, as 
to particulars ; as well as thnfe of an expedition, fn which, 
Harun, this year, is Laid to have carried his arms as far as 
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Thccaliff, in the 1721! of Hejra, began to think of fettling Reafon 
his fucceffion. In this he looms to have been partly, if not why he 
wholly determined by his affe&ion to the famous Zebeide ,fettles the 
the mother of his fecond fon Al Amin, whom he appointed fucceffion 
to be his immediate fucceffor; and him to be fuceeedcd, by on his 
his elder brother Al Haitian. 13 ut to make that prince fome eldeft fon. 
amends, for the wrong that was done him, Haiwi ordered 
his minifter, Bannac, to lupcrintend hi§ education, and he 
gave Al Maman, the perpetual government of Korafan . 

Wc are not however to forget, that Zebcide, was the grand¬ 
daughter of the famous cali ’A Al Manjur, and that relation 
very probably gave the preference of the fucceffion to her > 

Both thofe princes were at this time very young, the 
eldeft of them, Al Maman, having been born the very night 
his father came to the throne, nor indeed, does the fuccef¬ 
fion feem to have ben formally fettled, ’till three years after, 

Viz. in the iy^th year of Hejra. 

er glories of Ha 
naval 

efteemed one of the 


fon. 


Amongft the 
the revival of the 


power 


greateft 


/ R. 

Modi 


ifbid 


Harun 


may be power of 


re- 

ofvived.and 


ambition of his predecefiors, in the fourth year after hisflems 

acceffion, fitted out a ftrong fleet, with a large body ___ 

land forces C11 board, for the conqueft of the ifland of Cy- defeats 
prus. This fleet.was encountered by another,commanded bythatof the 
Theophllus the Greek admiral, who, we are told, was entirely Greeks. 
defeated, and being taken prifoner, was carried to Bagdad, 
where he was put to death by the calift's order, becaufe he 

This fail, however, being 


would not turn Mahometan, 
recorded only by Tbecph 

inftances, appears to have been, prejudiced againft the 


Greek author, who, in many 
appears ' ' j " 

Mojlems, is juilly queftionable ; as being directly repugnant, 
Vol. VI, Y not 
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family had been* in curbing the powers of his governors of 
•1 * —the time of his acceffion, one ... 
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not only to Ha runs chara&er for humanity, butlikewifeto 
the principles of his government. 

Rajhid, was equally careful, as all the princes of his 


provinces 


At 

Egypt 


he 


was 


Mujc , 

foon removed, and his 


place nnea up oy Mojlim , who feems tu n*vc uten ion to 
Barmac , the firft minifter, whom Harun , ufed to honour, 
with the appellation of “ Father.” Mojlim , continued in his 
government but a very fhort time, and was fucceeded, by 
one Mahomet , who, next year was fuperceded by Yezid ,, the 
fon of Hatem. We mention thefc removals, not as inftances 
of the calift’s levity or fufpicion, but of his wifdom, and 
policy ; for, though he and the califfs of his houfe, feeni 
to have laid it down as a maxim, not to continue a govern¬ 


ment above one year 


Y5* 


m ^ \ Cf ^ 

him, was notconfidered as a mark of difgrace, and he was 
fometimes employed in a year or two after, in the fame 
government. They feem like wife to have been obfervant 
of another maxim, and that was, to appoint, in every pro¬ 
vince, or government, a chief treafurer, or receiver-general 
of the revenue, vvhofe commiffion was intirely independent 

on the governor. 

His maw- It was by an adherence to thofe prudent maxims, that 
nificence*, thecaliff was enabled to make a more fplendid figure, than 

power and perhaps any eaftern prince had done before. 

encourage learned men, from all parts of the Eaft, to refide at his 

court, and none went unrewarded who had merit. H 


* -W 

e invited 


ewas 


learning, himfelf very fond of poetry, and he is faid to have com- 

pofed Arabic verfes. Next to the poets, phyficians, (undef 
which denomination, aftronomers, and mathematicians, 
were comprehended,) met vvirhthe greateft encouragement. 
His firft minifter Barmac , had the merit of being the chief 
inftrument of prompting the califf in his liberality towards 
men of genius, and tranflations into Arabic of the moft va~ 


Inftances 


luable works of antiquity, became now common at Bagdad. 
Barmac, happening to fall dangeroufly ill, the cal iff ordered 
his phyftcian Buktijhua , to attend him, which he did, in two 


te 


chofe BacktiJJ: 
phyftcian. Th 


Barmac , 
for his owrt 
1 his father 


and grandfather, in that profelfion ; and endeared himlclf fo 
much to the califf, by a cure he performed, upon one of his 


favourite 


Hat 


aprefent of five hundred thoufand pieces of money ; upon 
his explaining, the reafon and principles of the cure. He 
had lik ewife in his fcrvice, as a phyftcian, another Chriftian, 

p . whofe name was John, ami whom he particularly employed, 

, a f 1C ”“ in explaining and reading lechires, upon the writings of old 

phyficians. This John is celebrated by the Moflem hifto- 

P >' >- ns ' r jn n3 as a man not only of great knowledge in bis pro.- 

feffion, 
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but of vaft wit and humour, and many facetious 
lories," are recorded noth of him and Ga'riel, as well as of 
another eminent phyftcian,an Indian, whofe name was Sal/. 

Harun, feems to have made no diftinclion between the 
ftlollcm and Chriftian religion, when he found a man of 
eminent abilities in either- A beautiful Egypt‘ 

1 bdall 
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tan 


lady. 


having been prefented to him by his brother Abdallah, while 
he was governor of Egypt , (he fell ill of a difeafe, which 
baffled all the califf ’s phyficians ; upon which he applied to 
Min link, to fend her a phyfician from her native country. 
jWrMtib, accordingly, fent him Balatianus , the patriarch of 
Alexandria , who was confidered as one of the greateft phy¬ 
ficians of the Enft, and upon his performing a remarkable 
cure upon the lady, he made the patriarch a prefent of a 
wreat fum of money, and ordered the churches, that had 
been taken from the Chriftian Egyptians , to be reftored to 
them- This Balatianus , appears to be a perfon of great 
worth, and we are told, he was patriarch of Alexandria 


fortv-feven years. Upon his death, that patriarcate fell in- 

* « I /* 1 1 T1 


to contempt; for it was purchafed by one Eujlatius , a dreffer 
ofhemp, who happened by accident to find a fum of mo¬ 
ney, that had been buried under ground. 

Zcbeid:, Harun 's favourite wife, was as eminent as him- 'Lebcide. 
fclf in many refpefts. 1 he fucccffion of the califat, being founds 
fettled according to her mind, upon her fon Al Aman, (he Tauris; 
founded the city of Tauris in Absrjan, as Harun did another, 
called after his own name, lying equally contiguous to Ar* 
menu, Cilicia, and Syria. But Harun, with all his great 
and amiable qualities, pofiefied that jealoufy of power, 
which was fo inherent to all the califFs, his predeceflors, 
and which, in facf, tarnifhed their faireft virtues. Notwith- 
ftanding all the dreadful blows, that the houfe of Alt had 
received, and though ever fince the laft rebellion, they had 
been ftript of all the poliefuons they held from the throne, 
yet they ftill continued numerous and powerful, nor could 
the califfs rhemfelves, ever root from the minds of their 
fubjeefs the veneration they had conceived for the defeend- 
ants of the great All. In the I76ttv.ygar of the Hejra, Tahya , 
a prince of that houfe renewed M^family’s pretentions to 
the califat, in the province of 'IJIylem, a diftri£t that was 
bounded on the Weft by Aderbijan , and in the North by 
the Hyrcan’aa fea, but now known by the name of Ghilan - Rebellion 
The appearance which Tahya made, was fo formidable, againftthe 
that Harun, fent Fade of the great houfe of Bar mac, at the ca JifF. 
head of fifty thoufand men,, to,fuppfefs it. Fade was at 


that time governor. 


of 


the Pcrjian Irak , and Tabarifian ; 


and advancing to Korafan where the ftrength of the 



hirte 


mtereft lay, he thought proper to propofe to Tahya , an ac¬ 
commodation with the califF, which Tahya , accepted of, 
and Harun confirmed, but did not obferve. For we are told, f U p pre ft 4 
that Tahya, having difbanded his troops, went .to Bagdad 


Y 2 


along 
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along with Fade, and that foon after, he was by Harun’s 
orders, confined to prifon in irons. 

But, however powerful Harttn was in the Eaft, he never 
could recover the empire of the califat- in Spain-, where 
AbdalrG.hn.an the cal iff of the houfe of Qmmiyah , was now 
dead, after along and a glorious reign- He left behind him 
two Tons, Hefham and Soiyman , the latter of whom was go¬ 
vernor of Toledo. Thofe two princes quarrelling, a deci¬ 
sive a£Hon happened between their armies, at a place called 
Bulcke , in which, Soiyman the fecond fon, was entirely de¬ 
feated ; anu Hejham became mafter of Toledo. Soon after a 
kind of an accommodation, being fet on foot between the 


two brothers, Soiyman fold his 


Hefham 


battle. 
The califF In the 


fum of money, and then retired to Barbary. Hejham , after 
this continued in the undifputed poflefiion of what is called 
the weftern califat; and applied himfelf to the arts of peace, 
We are told that Mdalmalec, one of his generals, conquered 
Narboune and Gironne , and many other places of great im- 

E ortance; but the mention of his eonquefts feem to have 
een ftiffied by the Chriftian hiftorians. Though he. was 
a profeft Mojlem , and repaired or built, many magnificent 
mofques, particularly, a great one at Corduba , yet he pro¬ 
tected the Chriftians, as well as the Moflems, in all their 
civil and religious rights ; but after he had carried his arms 
into BiJ'cay and AJhirias^ he was defeated by Alphcnfo , the 
grandfon of the famous Pelagias , and according to the 
Chriftian hiftorians, loft feventy thoufand men in 


one 


Hej 


the 


Harun 


performs troubled with fome fcruples of confcienee, concerning a 
a vow and vow he had made, when; he was perfecuted by his brother, 
vifnsMec- to go in a pilgrimage on foot to Mecca , and to return on 
on foot, foot^likewife j provided he furvived the trouble he was then 

in. He often made mention of this vow, but thofe about 
him made light of it, and endeavoured to divert him from 
performing it. He, however this year, formally applied, 
for the opinion of the principal doctors of the law, who 
informed him, that they thought him under an obligation, 
to perform his vow. Upon this 
great magnificence, his fubje&s lining the roads for him, 
and covering them in many places, with coftly ftufts and 
carpets. During his abfence, he committed the important 
government of Egypt , to his brother Abdallah ; but we arc 
told he did not continue him long in it, being removed to 
make way for another, who foon after was replaced by 
Abdallah once more. 


Hat 


A new 


war with 


14 V/UI f ..O 

iBoth year of the 


The itudies of peace and religion, was 

Henan's attention to wa.r: for, in the _ , 

theGree&s. Hejra, he invaded the dominions of the Greeks , with a moft 

formidable power, having ft tuck a great deal of money, 
probably, for the pav of his army upon that occafion. 

His 
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}Jis progress was more dreadful, than became a civilized 

conqueror, for he laid wafte the countries through which he 
palled, with terrible ravages, carrying off vaft numbers 

into captivity 


We 


however, of no 


permanent 

conqueftshemade, but the city ofTbebas in Lycaonia , which 
lie took. But the ftlence of authors, is no proof of his not Harun 
making a much farther progrefs ; becaufe, it is certain that conquers 
Harun was in poflefiionof a greater extent of territory, than the bas. 
any of his anceftors had ever been ; though it was very dif¬ 
ficult through the cuftom that the Arabs have of diftinguifii- 
ing and altering the names of places, to be precife as to 
the boundaries of his dominions. In Africa particularly, 
though he ftill kept a footing there, yet the empire of Mo¬ 
rocco, was by this time founded, and had little or no de¬ 
pendence upon the cal iff; neither does he feem to have had . ~ . 
any diredl command over the Me/lcms of Europe. Spain, was ^ , rs °* 
at this time, governed by Hakem , the fon of Hejkcim , who ^pam. 
imitated the virtues of his father, both in peace and war, 
and fat upon the throne for above twenty-feven years, 
was not however without great troubles. His territories 
were invaded, by his tv/.i uncles, from Africa , to which 
they had retired during the life time of his father ; but he 
defeated them, and one of them, Solyman , was killed in a 


He 


—-- y .t ----—-J 

himfelf up in Valencia . Hakem 

Alphonfo, That 


obliged tofhut 

---1 good fuccefs, 

continued to govern under 


the title of a monarch, the fmall uncomfortable tracts, that 
had been fo bravely defended, by the famous Pelagius. His 
predeceffor, Morugat , and other princes, who had fucceed- 
edj Pelagius, had been obliged to pay homage, and tribute, 
to the cal iff’s of the houfe of Ommiyah , and Abdalrahman, 
exa&ed from them every year a hundred virgins, for the 
ufe of his feraglio. Alphonfo , had fpirit enough to refufe to 
pay this tribute, and for this reafon, he is by hiftdrians, where the 


Alphonfo 


chafte. 


Moll 


tion, and improving the inteftine divilions of his enemies, werede- 
he gave many lignal defeats to the Moflems s and at laft feated. 


RafhicL 


of Ajl 


enough not 


intermeddle Wifdom 
Spain, was too olHaru 


great a diftance from the feat of his empire, to be eafily go¬ 
verned, and which could not without great difficulty have 
been now reduced. He therefore at this time, applied him¬ 
felf to polifh the manners of his fubjedls, and to diffufe 
knowledge, and arts amongft them, by his precepts, ex¬ 
ample, and power. He was particularly fond of a Maho¬ 
metan doftor, one Malec , who arrived at a great age, and 
was noted for his modefty, as well as learning. Harun ap¬ 
pointed this Malec, to be tutor to his fons, and ordered him 
to inftrudt them in his palace. This intetferred with Make 


y 


other 
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ing, 
acquired. 
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other btifinefs, which was that of giving public lechires> 
to the young nobility, and others, in the mofques of Bag¬ 
dad. He therefore excufed his attendance, to the califf. 
“ Knowledge fir, faid he, ought herfelf to be attended, 
without her being obliged to attend others.” Thccalift’ 
JHarun , far from being provoked at this reply, (though he 
was very tender in points of that nature,) found it to be 
fenfible and public fpirited, and ordered his Tons, to re¬ 
pair with Melees other fcholars, to themofque. 

But though Harun, was pafficnately fond of knowledge, 
he acquired it, not as a pedant, but as a great prince. Having 
heard of a do£tor named Afmai , a man of prodigious learn¬ 
ing, but of little conduct, or prudence in life, he took him 
for his inftru£lor. 


The reader is here to be put in mind, 
that the preaching to the people, and explaining the koran, 
at certain times, were duties incumbent upon every cal iff; 
fo that Harurds application to thofc Rudies, was, in fail, 
acquiring the arts of government. AJ'mai was particularly 
noted, for beings mailer of a chafte, polite, fryle of language, 

His good which the cali[ * wasref °lved to improve by. But before he 
fenfe ex- P ut under the tuition of his new mafter, he ae- 

cmDlifed q ua * me d hi ; n, that being not at all infcnfible of his failings, 
^ ’he required him never to be too officious in public, nor 

too affirming in private ; not to offer his opinion ’till it was 
afked, and to do it with all poflible precifion, withoutoften- 
tation. Such, and many others of the fame kind, were the 
excellent leffons, which this illuffiious pupil, previoully 

to his mailer ; ami by which, without lofing any be¬ 
nefit of his inftrudUons, he kept himfelf above contempt. 

Befides, the pilgrimage on foot, performed by Harm to 
Mecca , he went feven or eight other pilgrimages, to the 
fame city, but always in a magnificent manner, and at¬ 
tended, by 
the fake 


gave 


His reti-j 

nue to 

Mice a. 


no fewer than a hundred learned perfons, for 
of their ccnverfalion and advice. As his health, 
was very precarious, when he could not in perfon make 
the pilgrimage, he gave appointments for three hundred 
perfons, to make it for him. He was pundlual and regular 
in his devotions, when his health permitted him, ana he 
„. , _. expended about a hundred pound fterling, every day, in 

.Hi, c ,au- c j iar j t y i J n reading the works of the mofteminent poets, be 


was fometimes fo much touched, that he wa 


The lame 


Malec 


feen to cry. 

the aged dodtor, of whom he was i'o 


fond, ufed to caution him a gain ft making too great a fecret 

of learning, which, he faid, ought not to be monopolized, 

His oecon, by the great; but diffufed through all. The ceconomy of 

nomy ar*d his court, was regular, and every thing about him was fo 
magnify ** ’ " ’ . . 

cenee, reign, as the reign of miracles, and 


polite, and fplendid,’ (hat the Arabs to this day, talk of his 

* . ! • 1 • /d 1 


magnificence ; 


have exhaufted upon it. all their luxuriancy of fancy, 
imagination. According to them, his minifters. 


and 

and 

his 


courtiers. 
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courtiers, and his judges, were all of them formed upon 
his mode! ; and were as extraordinary men as himfelf, and 

his favourite wife Zebeide , had next to himfelf, the greateft 
flare in contributing to the wonders of his reign. 

In the lBoth year of the Hejra, being that in which Ha- u e : s 
run undertook the expedition into Lycaonia, he was feized 
with an apople&ic fit. A confutation of phyficians being w j t £ an 

held in his palace, at which his two fons were prefent ; aconlexv 
Gabriel, his famous phyfician, pronounced him to be a F F y ' 
dead man, unlefs he was inftantly blooded. This opera¬ 
tion was oppofed, by his fecond fon Al Amin, who was de¬ 
clared the heir of his empire; but he was overuled by Al 
Mamun , the eldeft fon j pnd a vein being immediately open¬ 
ed, the califf recovered. This incident gave Al Mamun , 
the preference in his father’s affe&ions, which had after- ° ut 15 re " 
wards a vaft eft'e& in his favour, and he fettled upon his covere d, 
phyfician Gabriel, a penfion of near ten thoufand pound 
lierling, a year ; for having faved his life. It was at this Liberality 
time, and perhaps owing to this accident, that, according to his phy 
to theChriftian hiftorians, th eGreefa defeated, near Antioch, fican on 
a great body of the califf’s troops. Rut next year \ht Arabs that oeca- 
had their revenge, by invading the imperial territories in fion. 
their turn, and penetrating as far as Amonym , in Phrygia, 
committing as ufual, vaft ravages upon the inhabitants, wars - 
without acquiring any folid advantages to themfelyes. 

Though, as has already been obferved, Ifarun was too He fends 
wife to have any concern in the wars of Europe, yet a an embaf- 
prince who now appeared in the Weft, drew upon himfyto 
Harm' s attention. This was the famous Charles , fo well Charles 
known by the name of Charlemain , or Charles the great, the tha »reat. 
fon of Pepin. That great warrior, equally formidable, for ° 
his ambition, fuccefs, ftrengtji of body, and vigour of mind, 
put an end to the kingdom of the Lombards, in Italy, and 
procured himfelf to be crowned king there j but Rome ftill 
owned the Greek emperor, for her fovereign. Charlemain, 
during this conqueft, found the Pope fo ferviceable to his in- 
tereft, that he beftowed many favours upon th? Holy See; 
though it was at that time, lubjedl to the Greek 1 empire. 

He was now mafter of Italy , France, Germany, and a great 
part of Spain , where he carried on a war very fuccefsfully 
againft the Saracens j fo that in fa&, he was almoft as power¬ 
ful in the Weft, as the califf was in the Eaft. As Charles , 
had no reafon to be well pleafed with the emprefs Irene, or 
with the emperor Nicephorus, who fucceeded to the impe¬ 
rial throne, his friendmip, was of great confluence to Ha¬ 
rm, who this year, fent him p nioft magnificent embafy, 
accompanied with many valuable prefents, all which were 
favourably received by Charles, but we know not of any 
particular treaty that was concluded between them. The 
lubfequent events of th? califat, as well as of the weftern 

Y 4 empire. 
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empire, fcem however to indicate, that the correfpondence 

was not dropt on either tide. 

Who in- One of the Arab Emirs, or great lords, whole name \y as 
vadesthe IbnaSarabi , about this time declared himfelf independent of 
vAojlems in Hahn , with regard to the provinces he poffcfl'ed in Sp^,,' 

O * • . ° » r \ ' r • 1 . . Tk . T '*> 

Spain* 2 


nd came with a great number of his friends to Pnterborn 1 
in Wcftpbalia, where Charles then was, and offered to put 
himfelf under his protection. Charles, without making ufeof 
any efforts we know of, to convert this emir to chriitianity, 
accepted of his fuhmifiion, and in the year of God 778, he 
raifed a great army, which he divided into two bodies, both 
which penetrated into Spain. ‘I he one entered it by the 


of RouJJUlon , and took Saragcfi 
and all the country on that fide the Ebro. T. he other divi- 
ffon, which was led by Charkiv.ain , in perfon, entered Spain 
on the fide of Navarre , and after a long liege, he became 
maffer of Pampaluna . According to fome hifforians, his iuc- 
ceffes were in a great mcafurc owing to the valour of the 
French in his army, and Charles , caufed Ibna Sarabi, to be 
proclaimed, the cal iff of the Weff, upon his yielding him 
homage, for a]l the lands he held ; between the Ebro , and 
the Pyrenean mountains. But this was not efFedlcd without 
infinite lofs, and great difgrace to Charles. In his march to¬ 
wards the Ebro, his troops had been fo opprefiive to the 


fudden 


Mojlt 


fo much fury, on his rear, at the pals of Roncevalles, that 
they cut it off', withfomeof Charles’s beft officers; among# 

or Orlando , the fubjedt of 


whom was the famous 


Rein 


Jhvurh 
wass with 
the Turks. 


fo many romances, and poems. But, to return to the 
affairs of the caff cm cal i fat*. 

The Turks , under their Kakan,continued dill very power¬ 
ful about the Caftnan fea, and that prince, pretending ftill 

. A . jm + M m % 1 1 t 1 f 


to rcf’cr.t the death 


daughter. 


who had been be- 


treathedto Bar mac, and as he alledged poifoned, by him in 
the 173d. year of the llejra, made a mofi dreadful irruption 
into the territories of the califf, and after carrying fire and 

^ ^ m • / . * " W « • 


ivvord, through fevcral provinces, he retired to his own 
country, with one hundred thoufand 


captives 


The ca- 


Capacl 


and fo thoroughly at variance were, Ha run, and the em- 
nrefs Irene , that all means to accommodate matters between 


them proved 



This produced frefn hoftilitieson 

- _ . * 4 • 1 1 


Hanoi in¬ 
vades the 
Greek do¬ 
minions. 


both fidcs ; /siImeuc rc-newetl his incurlicns, and proceeded 
fo near the imperial court, that lie feized the ftud of horfes, 
which was allotted for the ufe of the emprefs herfelf, who 
had now recovered her influence in the affairs of the empire. 


In fh 
they 


01 


w 


the ca’iff'hs troops, proved every where vi&orious; 

was 


ravacec all Lycra, hid one of the imperial generals, 



O F 


H 


W O 


3*9 


defeated in a bloody battle, in which he loft all his 
and a great number of general officers. Thofe 


Pt! 


# 


was 

b_ 

fuccei 

> r an eafy communication with Spain, and he fent tbra- 

one of his emir's to be govornor of all the territories that Sends a 
remained to him in Africa , but it is probable, that the vaft governor 
power, which Charlemain had now acquired in Europe, dif- to Affrick 

appointed him in his views. 

/// Ar.ihi-, was now in the 15th year of his age, which in Al Amin 
the eaftern countries is considered amongft fovereign princes, of age. 

as a year of majority, and his name is found inferibed in 

jbme dirhems that were found in the ruins of Samarcand, 
where they were coined ; a capital city in the califf’s do-. 


Harun 


millions. „ 

fuccelfion, having, as has been before obferved, conceived 
a frveat affection for Al Maimun , began now to think of 
rendering the latter, as little dependent as he could upon 
the former; who had difeovered a propensity to all kind of 
vice, and idlenefs. Were we to hazard a conje&ure, we 
IhoulcS think that the party in favour of Al Amin' sfucceffion, 
was fo powerful in the empire, that the califf could not fet , 
it afide without hazarding a civil war; not to mention that 
the a£t itfelf, had been by the califf fqlemnly hung up in 
the Kaaba ; and thus it became facred in the eyes of all true * or hls 
Mferns. But previous to his putting his intentions into brother. 

execution, he put to death, Mr fa , one of the heads of the 
family of Ali, whom he had thrown into prifon, and who 
left behind him eighteen fons, and twenty-three daughters. 

Reran then, undertook another pilgrimage to Mecca , more His m: 

had yet performed, with a view, nificent 


munificent than anv h 

o 


Media , Pa- Mecca 


MAS Vj “ “ — — J ' 

no doubt, of conciliating his fubjects, to the meafure he had pilgri- 
inview. For foon after, he made Al Amin, his governor^ mage to 
Syria, Irak , all Arabia , Mefopotamia , AJJyi . 

lefiinc, Egypt , and all that part of Africa , tl 
jefttothe califat. Upon Al Mamun, he b 
vernment of Perfa , Kerman , India , Koi 




rft- 


Cable ft an , Zablcffan , and Menvainah , a province of prodi- anew * 
gious extent. He lilcewife introduced into the fucceffion, a 


Haft 

vernment of Armenia , Natalia , Georgia , CircaJJia, and all 
the vaft trails of lands, which he or his predeceffors had 
conquered, near the Euxine lea. It would break too much 
into the thread of this hiftory, to enter upon the geography 
of all thofe vaft dominions, which (hall be explained by it¬ 
felf. But the reader, from the partition that is here exhi • His vaft 
bited, can eaftly form to himfelf, fome idea, of the power dominions 
of this mighty prince : no empire in the world, being now 
comparable to his. . We are not however to forget, that 
notwithftanding this partition of power, amongft his fons, 

Al 
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Particu- 


Jl Amin was dill to retain the title of calif}', and Al j£ a f., 
was declared to be next in fucceffion to Jl Mahnun. 


This exeat point being thus fettled, Hat 


(f 


lars relat- an ad: of the greatefl importance ; but whether it was a 
5 og to the jufeice or tyranny, we are in the dark. The family of Bar 
Barmac mac , had been the great inflruments of his power, andvi< 

r * -t . 7 , , * V ., t i • i r i , 

family. 


probable 
but co 


>ie, that, owing them obligations he could notrepay, 
uld not difown, he fought to fecure the tranquillity 


of his family, by deftroying them all, though they were tin 
authors cf his own prefervation, and greatnefs. They wer; 
men the moil refpeded of any in the empire, for generality, 
honour, and every virtue, that could adorn foeiety; and 
their memory to this day, under the name cxf the Barmoccda , 
Probable * s revered in many of the eailern countries, and celebrated 
yeafoninrrs by all their hiflorians. Harm* like other great men of his 
why Hu- rank, feeros to have had no notion of gratitude, or any other 
y " virtue, that came in competition with power. The name 

of the great miniiler of that family was Jaafar , or, as it is 
fometimes wrote, Ginfar. Some hiflorians, with grear 
likelihood of truth, tell us, that when Yahya, the fame who 
has been already mentioned, and who furrendered to Fade^ 
was brought upon the faith of that compromife to Bagdad, 
th e califF, inftead of fulfilling his promife, determined to 
imorifon him; but in the meantime, committed him to 


run de¬ 
frayed 

them. 


Jaafar, 


net 


Extraor¬ 
dinary 
flory of 
Martin . 


_ _ ^ to efcape, but furnifiied him with mo¬ 
ney, and the means of reaching a place of fafety. This 


proceeding, was too humane- and <?enerous, for Harun 
feem to condemn it 5 

babic, that he had formed 3 


he even appeared to approve of it; 


but from that time, it 15 

get rid of a miniil 
(Vice, and humanitv 


refolution to 


could 


di 


prefer the 
Some au¬ 


thors mention another caufe, that contributed to 


or 



r 
or 




time, a mod tender friendfhip forhis minifter, married them 
together, or rather, ordered them to live together as man 


1 .J 

and 


wife, to all outward 


appearance, but without enjoy¬ 
ing any of the rights of matrimony, under pain of death 
and his difpleafure. rljs extravagance, we are told, was 
owing to the defire the califF had to be always in company 
with them together.. Jaafar however, being young and 
Parti.cu- amorol jc, violated his mafter’ c injun.uions, fo far, that he 
]ars ot the ^ o , norrn *nal wife with child, of twins, which, nottvith,- 

deftrnc- ^Tnitdisi^ the precaution he took to fend them privately to 

non of?he y ccca ^ came, to the cars of the califF; who refented it fo 

Bar mac . mi , c h t'n3t he ordered Jaafar to be beheaded ; and his fa- 

family. thcr> and his brother Facie, to be thrown into prifon at 

jl Rakka. 'The fentence of death was executed, by Maf>% 

before the califFs own palace, the criminal being then n,o 

more 
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w0 re than thirty-feven years of age. His m< 
given hick, to Horan , and was greatly refpedtcd by him, 
jnterceued in the moft moving manner, in their 

J3ut all was to no purpofe, for they were kept prifoners, 
forfeventeen years ; thejr effects werefeized upon, all over 
thecalifat, and the cal iff’s refentment went fo far, that he 
publifhed the edidf, commanding that, none of hisfubjedts, 

Jhouid, under pain of death, make mention of the Bar mac 
family. As to Abbafa, the califf is (aid to have beep under 
great agonies on her account, but at laft ordered her, and 
her two children, to be buried alive in a pit. 

mention thefe Reflec- 


Though the laws of hi dory oblige us to rr 
nrticuhrs, yet it docs violence to credibility. 


particulars, yet it cocs violence to creuiDimy, to imagine, tionsupon 
that a prince of Horan s juftice rind magnanimity, mould that inci- 
not have other reafons, for the feverity, if not the barbarity dent, 
of thofe executions ; tho’ perhaps they might be equally un- 
juftifiable. The truth is. Bar mac ^ or the Barmace family, 
were at this time, in point of fplendour, and riches, infe¬ 
rior to few fovereign princes; and the general belief of the 
people of the Eaft was, that they were defeended from the 
undent kings of Perjia. One of the family, iikewife having 
been affianced to the daughter of theKakanj/forr/w’s great and 
inveterate enemy, contributed perhaps to their down-fall. 

We are to add to this, that they pictended, in imitation of 
the Hejham family at Mecca , to have been the builders and 
owners of the magnificent mofque, at Balk ; the antient 
Btflra, one of the greateft cities in Korafan \ which mofque, 
exceeded the magnificence, and the fplendour, cftheKaaba 
itfelf. All thofe circumftances, together with the prodigi¬ 
ous popularity of the Bar mac family, might well contribute 
to its ruin, under a prince, jealous of his authority, without 
our having recourfe to improbabilities. 

But it is not in the power of the moft defpotic fovereign. Singular 
to change the inward fentiments of their fubjects. The vir- inftance 
tues of old Tabya , the protedlor and tutor of the califPs of the af- 
youth ; and the founder of his fortune, together with thofe feftion of 
of his four Tons, role after their ruin, with greater force, the public 
to the minds of the people, thanthey had ever done during for that 
the time of their prosperity; fo that Harun found the edidt family, 
he had ifilled againft them to be ineffectual, if not preju- 
dical to his purpofe. An inftance of this we have in the 
conduit ot one Mondir , an old man, who eredted a kind of 
a ftage, before the ruins of one of the Bannac’s houfes, upon 
which he ufed to pronounce to the people, a panegyric up¬ 
on the virtues of that family. This coming to the califf’s 
ears, he ordered the old man to be dragged before him, and 
he condemed him to death. This fentence was fo far from 
intimidating Mondir^ that he launched out more boldly than 
ever, in the praifes of his beloved family. His behaviour, 
and perhaps the truth of what he faid, ftruck the califf fo 
forceably, that lie not only retraited his fentence, but 

gave 
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gave Mondtr a prefent of a very rich gold cup he then had,’, 
life. Behold, fir, /aid the brave old man, to the caiiff jj 
killing Ills hand that ftretched out the cup, a frefh cblL. 
tion 1 am under to the h.oufe of Barmac. We are told, tha 
Mahomet , the ion of Tahya. was not upon this oecaiion, in 
yoked in the ruin of his family; though his brother Jai>fur\ 
body, was treated by the califf’s order, with the utinoft in- 

dignity. 

Nicephortis , the emperor of Conjhi'iitmple , had about this 
time Ihut up the ambitious emprcls Irene , in a monaftryof 
her own building, and had concluded a peace, with the cm- 
peror Charles the great, to whom Harun , had offered the 
property of mount Calvary , and cur Saviour’s sepulchre at 
'jerafalem : a bribe, which in thofe days of fuperftition, 
was looked upon, as being beyond even that of a crown. 
But Charles was fupeiior to fuch weakneffes, and was now 
employed in fettling his great empire of the Weft. With this 
view it was that he did not difeourage an alliance with the 


Greek emperors, from whom he had obtained many valuable 
poffetfions, and privileges; and particularly, that of being 
recognized emperor of the Weft, and of all Italy. Nicc- 
phorus , having ftrengthened himfelf with this important 
alliance, in the 187th year of the Hejra, which anfvvers to 
His info- the 803d y-ear of God, according to the Mofiem authors, 
ience to though the Greeks fix the date more early, fent an embaffa- 
Bant”. dor, ’'with a kind of defiance to the caiiff, refufing to con- 

tinue the payment of the tribute that had been agreed to 
by the empreis Irene ; and demanding, that all that had been 

/V.> 1 a tip hr.vmrf Hut n littlp 


paid, fhould be returned. 


The cal iff, having but a little 


i.vtraor- 


U: r. a r v 


r more/ 


tlaju-is p 

dreucth. v 




time before, renewed the treaty, by which the fubfidy was 
o minced, was terribly exafperated at this demand, and the 
more fo, when tire Greek ambaiTador, offered hrni fome 
fwords in a prefent. It is here proper to acquaint the reader, 
that Dana feus ^ Arabia Felix , called Taman , and other coun¬ 
tries under the califF, had been always remarkable, for the 
fine ft manufactures of fieel, in the world ; and the great fa¬ 
milies or tribes there, were fo curious as to the temper, 
nivi kccnefs of their {‘words, that they were tranfmitted from 
father to fon, as family jewels ; and they had particular 
names allotted rhem by their owners. Harun had got the 
pofiefiion of one of thofe {’words called Samfamah , which 
was famous for its excellency ever all others in the world. 


Add to thft, that the call ft' himfelf, was remarkable for his 
iirength, and dexterity in arms. Highly provoked with the 
infident demand, and tfic defiance tnat had been fent him 
by the emperor, he took the {'words from the ambaffador; 
md before his {acc cut them in pieces with his Samfamah, 

4 '* J /’t-xi • 1*1 • M 
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To fecond this mark of his indignation, and to prevent He in- 
« mrrror who threatned an invaiion of his dominions: vades the 

the califf immediately. 


afl'ernbling 


his army, inarched Greek cm* 


through the Imperial territories, and fpreading deflation pire. 


horus td 


wherever he came, he proceeded as tar, as H 
fmated on a branch of the Euxine fea, to which he laid ForcesA?- 
j-'^c Nicephorus , now trembled for Con/tantinople ltfelf, ccph 

and Vent to propofe a peace, offering to renew the pay- a * peace% 
n t of the annual tribute. As winter was at hand, and 
the califf was at a great diftance from his dominions, he 

accepted cf the emperor’s offers; and drew off his army 
1 - ’ v * ■ AT ‘ 1 '•- was no fooner free from 


towards Air aka. 
the danger 


Niceph 


than he grew as infolent as ever, in hopes that 
thefeverity of the feafon, would prevent the calirt s return. 
Rnrhe was miftaken, and according to the Greek hiftorians 

1 - r ~~ ~ fhameful defeat from 


Bn 


****** - -- j ~ 1 7 r 

all the arrears of it that were due. But r 7 ot 


no longer than his danger lartcr,wh<3 

o _ O • i 


an d even to pay, 

A Tuetborm regarded his faith _ t 

v/as"impending, and the califf haa no looner left his tern- 
tories, than he made vaft preparations, for invading the ea - 

califat, in his turn. 

It appears, upon this occafion, pretty extraorainary, that Deatons 
the califf, while he was fuperior in the field, fhould fo often tor kin- ^ 
truft to the faith, of fo perfidious a prince, as Nicephorus r ""’s leni 
appears to have been. In anfwer to this ? it is moll: natural ty« 
to think that the califf was influenced by apprehenfions of 


jvmv ---• • 7 n * • r \ • . 

broke out in Korn fan , and otner provinces ot his empire. 
It is like wife reafonable to fuppofe, that the power of 
Charles the Great, to which the califf was no ftranger, had 
great weight with him ; efpecially as he was then in ftri£l 

alliance with the Greek emperor. 


it will, it is certain, that the califf, was not pr e totally 
_ himfelf, for, in the fpring of the 188th year defeats 
]ra, he once more invaded the imperial dominions, Kicepho- 
irating as far, as Safsafyin NatAia, which he took, rus / 


Be this as 
wanting to 

Of the Hej 

and penetrating 
he was there encountered 


hy Nicephorus himfelf, at the 


head of a great army, but far inferior to that of the califf, G t 
if we are to believe the Greek hiftorians, who fay, that ^ v ‘ )f g 
the Motions* in this invafton, amounted to three hundred ;. r 

- ^ • • r ii r 


a r 


thoufand. It is however, univerfally agreed, that after a 
bloody battle, Nicephorus was totally defeated, with the 
Ids of forty thoufand of his foldiers, befides being himfelf, 
wounded* in three different places. After fo important an 
action, the cal iff and his army returned home, with the 
immenfe plunder they had acquired. I he remaining pu t 
of this year feems to have been (pent by the ^.diff in pro¬ 
viding 1 for the peace of his dominions; by tnc changes h~ 
• ~ 1 ’ - , -“ Im --or j u-gyft 


made of their governors, particularly tnoie 

V / 
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Y 
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is however, hard to reconcile the partition which he had! 
made of his dominions among his three fens, with thofe re¬ 
movals ; unlefs we fuppofe that the partition was not to 
take place, till his death, or that the power they held 
was no more than nominal, and that the calif}' referved to 
himfelf, the appointment of the acting governors. What¬ 
ever may be in this, Harun, in the 189th of the Hejra, hav¬ 
ing fettled every thing in his dominions according to his 
mind, fent a body of troops to invade Phrygia, where they 
defeated, an army fent again ft them by the Greek emperor; 
but nothing elfe feems to have been performed decifive this 
Hej. 190, year. Next year however, Harun, once more entered the 

imperial territories, with an army, confiding of no fewer, 
than one hundred and thirty-five thoufand regular troops, 
befides volunteers and irregulars. He likewife fitted 


Harun 
takes and 


out a 

very ftrong fleet, which was deftined to make a defeent upon 
the ifland of Cyprus. The fiift epperation of his land troops, 
was againft Hcraclea , the fame city which he had befieged 
burns He- before, and which he now not only took but reduced to 

raclea, 

his fuc- 
ceffes 


an igno¬ 
minious 
peace. 


afhes : and carried fifteen thoufand of the inhabitants alone 
with him, in chains. He then proceeded, to make himfelf 
matter of many other towns, and undoubtedly, would have 
force hi- taken Conjlant'mople itfelf; had not a rebellion, which broke 
cephorus to ou t at this time in his own territories, prevented it. He 

however, obliged the emperor Nieephorus, to renew his fub- 
miffions for a peace, which he granted him, upon condi¬ 
tion, that Heraclea, and the other places taken and deftroyed 
by the Mojlerns, never fhould be rebuilt; and that the em¬ 
peror, fhould pay thirty thoufand pieces of gold, with his 
own head ftampt upon them, annually to the califf, and 
three thoufand with' the head of his ion ; whom he had 
made his aflociate in the empire. This fee ms to have been 
a refinement of pride, in the califf, whofe coin never bore 
any heads, that he and his fubje&s, might have a kind of 
l'ecret triumph over their vaffal, always when they looked 
upon his coin. Before this treaty was concluded, wc arc 
told, that the califf had advanced as far as Ai-fyra, the ca¬ 
pital of Galatia, the. fortifications of which he only furveyed; 
but that the whole neigbouring countries, were over-run 

who carried defokuion wherever they 


with his 


fpread. 


troops, 
But this 


treaty, being, like all the others, broken 
by the Creck emperor, the califf not' only repoffefled him- 

he 


felf. 


ot 


all the places 


had abandoned, but ordering his 


Jiarun fleet to proceed in a defeent, -pop. Cyprus , with a great 


cor.auers number of land troops on board, 

ifland, demolifhed the churches. 


Cypi 


us 


he entirely reduced that 

he came, and 


c a r r i c d 


■-'.■u^rever 

vaft numbers of the inhabitants into captivity. Nt- 
cepho"us, according to The op bams, the Greek hiftorian, had 
at this time a dependence upon the fuccels of a body 
troops, which, he had fent to make a diverfion. 


Oi 

into the 
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Jiff 


♦ 

little fucctfs, that moft of 


them perifhed miferably in the expedition, 

Motwithftanding all thofe glorious conquefts of Hama, And" re 
his affairs at home, were now in fiich a fituation, as abi'o-turns 
latclv demanded his pretence there. He was therefore in a home, 
manner compelled, once more to truft to the faith of Ni* 
aphorus, and having renewed the lubfidy treaty with him, 
hr returned home to his own dominions, where he found 


we 


everything in diforder. One ^ , .. __, _ 

in adlual rebellion againft the califf, at this time; and hav- 
made himfelf mailer of Samarkand, he advanced to Ko- 
jW of which the cal iff bellowed the government upon 
oiie Hazbna, who lent his predecelfor /Hi, in chains to th* 
califf, on account of the tyranny, and oppreftions he had 
been guilty of in his government. It appears likewife, tho* 
it is notexprefsly taken notice of, by the Moliem hiftorians* 
that the long abfenceof the califf, had encouraged Al Amin , 
jiis nrefumptive heir, toendeavour to difpofiefs his brother, 
Al Mamun , of the governments that had been allotted him. 
In the mean while, Rafa , advanced towards Korafan, againft 
Al Amin, who was endeavouring to fupplant his brother in 
that province; but the califf' being now returned from 
his Greek expedition, reconciled his three fons, fo far, tha£ 
they attended him in his laft pilgrimage, to Mecca ; where, 
as well as at Medina , he was umtfually generous, in his 


alms to the poor. 


?/< 


Rafe 


thing necefiary, for their proceeding 
The differences that had arifen between 


l fV V - --' ----- J •• 

whence he inarched them to Bagdad , where they we.ee pro¬ 
vided with every 

againft the rebels. _ 

his two fons, feems at this time, to have greatly affected 
the califf’s fpirits. For, when he was at Raka, he dreamed, 
according to one of the Psrjian hiftorians, who arc gene¬ 
rally very much upon the marvellous, that he law a hand 
holding forth, fome red earth, and that he heard a voice 
pronouncing, that l'uch was the earth, in which he was 
to be interred, at Tus, a city of great note in KoraJ,' 



perlytold him," that 


opprellion was owing 





fatigues, and the great load of bufinefs in which he was en¬ 
gaged ; and advifed him by all means, to take fome relaxa¬ 
tion, by purfuing thofe amufements, that were proper to 
expel it. The califf', upon this, gave his principal offi¬ 
cers a magnificent entertainment, which lafted for fome 
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by a 

blcody- 

flux. 

His def- 

pondency 


his march; and after committing the care of his army to 
attacked Jl Manfur , he returned to Tus. Here we are told, that he 


1 his favourite eunuch, Mafr 
'Jaafar , for a handful of tl 


foil 


of the neighbourhood. Upon Mafnt s return, and pre- 
fenting it, with his arm half bare, the cal iff,- when he law 
that the earth was red, immediately told his phyfician G<?- 


and fuper- briel , that he was a dead man, and that the earth and the 
ftition. arm, were the fame he had fecn in his dream. Hisdiftem- 

per after this, returned with double violence. When his 
recovery was defperatc, Bajbir, the brother of Rafe the rebel, 
was brought before him a prifoner, and the cal iff faying* 
that had he ftrengtn only to pronounce two words, they 
Ihould be, * c kill him,” Upon which Bajhir was put to death 
in his prefence. 

Hei iqv Soon after, in the 193d cf the Hejra, which anfwers to 

A D 8 o 3 . t ^ lC Y car God, S08, this great califf died, v/hen he was 
His death sbout forty-feven years of age, and after reigning about 
perfonand twenty-three. His complexion was fair, his face amiable, 
charade^ his perfon tall ’ .' ' 


his perfon tall, and portly, his hair which was beginning to 
turn grey, was thick and bufhy, and his beard black. 
Notwithftanding all that has been faid of his virtues, fome 
6f his actions, if what is recorded of them be true, are not 
reconcilable to humanity. As a man, he feerns to have 
been inquifitive, and fometimes facetious, and he never 
appeared in fo great luftre, as when he fat to diftribute 
juftice in perfon, to the meaneft fu bjects. A woman, com¬ 
plaining to him once, that his foldiers had done great da¬ 
mage, to her grounds, in their march, the calift' put her in 
mind, that it is faid in the koran, that when the armies of 


Examples 
of his pa¬ 
tience. 


mind, that it is faid in the koran, that when the armies of 
great princes go forth, the fubjefts through whofe fields 
they pafs, muft fuffer. Yes, fir, replied fhe, but it is faid 
in the fame book, that the habitations of thofe princes, 
who authorize injuftice, fhall be rendered defolate. This 
feafongble bold remonftrance, affected the calift fo much, 
that he ordered the woman to be indemnified for all her 
Ioffes. 


and mode- Though 


ration. 


emprefs Zebeide , bad fuch an afccndcncy 

1 1 <•. 1 /• 1 • r nr • _Jl... 


over him, that he left her fon, his fucccftbr, in prejudice 
of his elder brother, a much more deferving prince, yet lie 
knew how to make a proper diftinction, between the two; 
and he feems to have taken fuch mealures, as weremoftpro- 

* W M # 


per to reinftate £1 
being one day very 


Ma'rnwi 


birth right, Al Amin , 

his nuniftiins a man 


Severely, who had fpoken with great indecency of his mo¬ 
ther, tne caiitT feemed to be at a lofs as to the punifhment 
he ihould inflict. But fen, added he, if you cannot pre¬ 
vail on yourfeif, as a prince cf fpirit and generolity, ought' 
to do, to forgive the fellow, my advice is, that you (home 
treat him in his own way, and fpcakas much ill ol his 1110- 

^ 1 t 


£hcr 5 a silt intboone ui yours. 


Th 


2 
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'The Mahometans in genera!, have a great veneration for Story of 
A who are natural idiots; and believe, that though they an idiot. 
°ot underftand it, there is fome what divinely myfte- 
sin all they fay. -But this principle renders them ob- 
nnvious to great impofitions ; becaufe, many people who are 
’ their fenfes, in order to procure themfelves an extraor- 
v „ decree of reverence, pretend to be natural idiots ; 
when they .are difeovered, they are feverely puniftied. 

A urn at Bagdad , who either was, or affected to be a fool, 
nrernded to be God Almighty, and Harun hearing of him, 

commanded he fhould be brought before him; that he 

• h . fift out of him the truth. I ordered, faid the califf, 

the other day, a fellow V ho pretended to be a prophet 
fent by God Almighty, and feemed to be a fool, to be 
tried; and he appearing to be an impoftor, his head was 
ilruck off by my command- You did ngnt, replied the 
fool and like a worthy fervant of mine, for I never gave 
that* fellow any commiffion to be a prophet. This ready 
anfwer, left the califf, fo much at a lofshow to jud^em the 

matter, that the fool was difmiffed, . . . A * , 

It has been obferved more than once, in the hiltory or Sends a 

this califf, that he was particularly jealous of his governors flave tq 
of ; and that he very freqqently removed and re- govern 
placed them. This, no doubt, was occafioned partly for 
the rcafons already affigned, and partly on the account of 
the difficulty of governing fo proud, and fp mutinous a 
n CO pl e ns the Egyptians were. In order to humble them, 

hcon.ee took it into his head, to order an Ethiopian (lave, 
one Hexeiby to be governor of Egypt ; giving for his reafon, 
that one of the old kings of Egypt , had boaiied, that he 
was God Almighty. As the EtViSftm were held in the 
utmoftcontempt, by all the fylojlemsy who feldom employed 
them but as flaves, this would have been a dangerous piece 
of humour, in Harun T had he not known that Hazeib, was 
poffcffed of fuch qualities, as fitted him to be a proper go-, 
vernor for fuch a people. As an inftance of this, we arq 
told, that when the Egyptians, (feemingly very. abfurdly) 
complained to their governor, that an inundation of the 
Nile had carried away all the cotton they, had fown, on 
the banks of that river'; he afked thern, in a dry furly 
manner, why thpy had not fown wool there lnitend of cota 


ton. 

Such nr 


Such arc all the particulars, that witn any appearance «ye^rai 
of credibility, or certainty, have been tranfmitted to us refleaion 
of this mighty emperor. It is greatly to be lamented by upon the 
nnAoritv amnnoff all the men of learning he fo great- reign of 


with any appearance General 


* 9 • ^ ' 

of his glorious reign* That fomcwfiat of that kind w^s 
done is plain, from the few that have come to our hand, 

_ i o'_trrpn t nfnrrrQ nf 


reign of ' 

41 Rajhi# 


and by the exact mention we 1 

VoL, VI, ... Z 


have of his great officers of 
; fiate. 
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Rate, and the learned men of his court. But all we know 
of the former, excepting a few, are their names, and 
accounts we have of the latter, relate only to their labours 
about the unintelligible Jargon of their own religion, and 
the pains they have taken to render {ome parts of it recon- 
cileable to common honefty, or common fenfe; all which 
muft be highly difagreeable to the Englijh reader. 



A 1 Amin, fen and fuccejjbr, to A 1 Rafhid the great, 

the houfe of A 1 Abbas. 



w 

Al Amin a! Anui, as we have already Teen, was in arms againft 

Aj. his brother, before their father’s death ; which makes 


takes up 


gain 


Mamun 


brother. 


arms a- * c P r °bable that Al Rafhid 

ft his long defperate before he died- 

the perpetual government of the countries, that had been 

allotted him by his father, would have been contented to 
have left to his brother, the title of califf. But Al Aim, 
had a fon of his own, named Mnfa, and upon his accefiion 
to the califat, he refigned himfelf intirely to flatterers, and 
minifters, enemies to Al Mumun , whom, they reprefent. 
ed as having made himfelf, by means of his great abili¬ 
ties, the fovereign of Korafan, and the dangerous rival of 

Upon this, Al Fadl , was 


his potfver. 


Q 

ordered to march 




poflels his brother, not only of that government, but of 
all his effedtss, and houfes there, which had been exprefsly 
left him, by the will of the cal iff. Though Al Mama , 
was far from being void of ambition, yet he Was too great 
a politician to be ignorant of the dangers with which he 
was befet. Raft, had made himfelf matter of part of Ki- 
rafan, and had actually arrogated to himfelf, die appella¬ 
tion of califF; and a great number of the inhabitants joined 
Modeva- Q n t ^ e oL j )Cr hand, he knew the vatt: power of L 


turn 


ot 


Amin, and the regard the public had to the will of Al Raft 
-^' :Waw " ?7 Which appointed him to be the fovereign lord of theca 


lifat. He was therefore wife enough to temporize, 10 

far, that he immediately obliged the people of his govern¬ 
ment to recognize Al Amin* as califf, and he oppofed no¬ 
th; 


thing 


to his general Fadl, but remonftrarices, upon 


wrong that was intended him ; and of his readinefs to obey 
his father’s will, while his brother was violating it with 
regard to him, in every refpedt. Fadl, had no regard to 
rh'Pfe remonftranccs; and proceeded to execute the cabin 
’ ' In the mean while, Al Amin, was impolitic enougn 


orders. _ 

order Al Mammv to repair to him at Bagdad ; under pro 
teirce of wanting to confukwirh him upon Rate affairs 


Hi 



o 


T 


O 


329 


Al Matnun , inftead of complying with this order, ap- Breach be 
healed to the public, upon the notorious violation of the tween the 
latecaliff’s will, for AlAmin had by this time declared his fon two bro- 
" , his fucceffor in the calif-1. This young prince was thers. 


■Mufti * 
hut flv 


years old, and his father, in imitation of other 

44 one who 


eaftern nations, g£ve him the pompous title, of 
reafons by the grace of God ” The people however, who 
began now to have a contempt for Al Amin, on account 
of his indolence and debauchery, rediculed his fon, by the 
appellation of “ the prince, who begins to fpeak by the 

r '^ J ” which is better exprefled by two words in 


Al Amiiu like wife ordered his brother Al Ma~ 


"race of God, 
the Arabic . 

mns name to be omitted in the public prayers, andMufa's to 
fceinfertcd in its room, as his next heir, by which hisfub- 
jefts were no longer in doubt of the injuftice towards Al 
Mamun. 

The latter, taking advantage of the public indignation', A! Mamun 

immediately put himfeif at the head of hi§ troops, cut "off takes the 

all communication between Karajan and Bagdad’, averted held, 
the validity of his father’s will, (truck money in his own 
name, without mentioning that of Al Amin, and performed 
other adls of foVcfeignty. Perhaps he would have not jj- s prea j 
ventured upon thofe bold flops, had lie not found means f ucce r s 


to bring over to his party 


Rafe 


a large body of troops, and ffarthamab , a man of great in- 


tereft 


thofe 


m 

commiffioned 


parts, and probably the fame who was 
by Al Hadi, to murder Al Rujhid, Plough 
Hortbemab’s fon, about the fame time, was appointed Al 
Amin’s governor of Egypt. After this vaft acceflion of 
flrength, Al Mamun kept no farther meafures with his 
brother. Hoftilities commenced, and the confines of Syrh 

fan, became frightful fcenes of devaftation, and 

It appears from many pafiages in tlie Modem Direhms 
authors, but chiefly from comparing the dates of thofe coined, 
dirhfcms, which are in the cabinets of the curious, with 
facls, that every time they went into an ekpenfive war, 

’hey made a new coinage of dirhems, and We accordingly 
hml, that both parties let their mints to work on this oc* 
cafion for the payment of their armies. 

Matters feem to have been in a tumultuous uncertain Partial- 


J 

bloodshed. 


flute dun 
became de 
v/as declared General of Al Amins 


ing all the 194th year of the Hijra, but ne 
decifive of their high claims. AH, the fon 


next year l ar s of a 


Uf 


invade 




troops, and fent to battle, 
with flxty thoufand men, of whom ten 


hundred were hot fe; but, with regard to this authors differ. 
It is certain however, that Al Amin’s court, upon this occa¬ 
sion, was full of confidence and prefumptioii. Zobeids , the 
aofl haughty princefs alive, on account of her beauty, 
defeenr, and marriage^ before Jfa fet out upon his expedition, 
formally required him, to remember that Al Mamun, was 
;r -- ; ion of the great Al Rajhid , and that confequently fhe 

Z 2 regarded 
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regarded him as her own. That he Ihould intimate to him* 
the califPs orders, and give him three days to confider upcnl 
them} but that, if he did not comply with them in that! 
time, he fhould bring him to Bagdad in filver chains. £, I 
by his behaviour, appears to have been as prefumptuousall 
Zohelde. He marched his army to Ray, a city on the fron -1 
tiers of Korajan , where he encamped in a careJefs manner I 
trufting to the ground, which was very ftrong. AlManmU 
gave the command of his troops to Harthma, and Taher, 1 1 
general of confummate courage and abilities ; and notwith-1 
ilanding Alt's advantageous fituation,they marched undaun-l 
gained by t edly a g a inft him. All obferving this, was fo confidentofl 

Al Ma - victory, that.he told his troops, it would be as eafy for them I 
mun. t 0 break the enemies army in pieces, as to march I 

over the hill of Hamadan, This confidence deftroyed him I 
for inftead of making all the advantage, which he might I 
have done, of his ground, he fuffered himfelfto be attacked! 
in his camp. An obftinate battle enfued, in which M\ I 
troops repulfed the right and left wing of their enemies, but! 
Al Marmot's centre being compofeu of a choice body of! 

cavalry, pufhed that of AH, fo vigoroufly that the latter were I 

intirely broken, and cut off from the two wings without! 
a poflibility of their rallying, AlMamun s centre then divided! 
and attacked the wings of IJa’s army in their flanks. It was I 
then that Alt hitnfelf was fingled out by one David , who] 
kiljed him,and cutting off his head,fent it to AlMamun. The I 
above is the befl: account, which from many jarring authori-1 
ties, we have been able to give, of this important battle; But I 
however jhey may differ in particulars, they agree in the I 
main, as to what wc have related. I 

Progrefs Some authors, have infinuated, that Al Mamun , beforel 
of Al Ma- this time had declared himfelf califf, nor is that at all I 
mun’s improbable, for he had, before his victory, exercifedl 
arms, feveral a£ts of independent fovereignty in Korafan. But upon I 

receiving the news of his victory he was immediately pro-1 
claimed califf, and dividing his army between his two] 
generals, whom he nobly rewarded for their fervices, 
ordered them to follow their blow- They accordingly 
marched into Irab, Taber, towards Alrwaz , and Harthm 

becked towards Holban ; purpofmg to fall in with one another near 

* Bagdad ', and jointly to undertake the fiege of that city. The 
califf had ftill an army in the field, but it was defeated. The 
progrefs of Al Mamun s arms appears, however, to have 
received feveral checks this year. The rich provincc oi 
Kantian ncaxICorafan, continued in the intereft of Al Aim ; 
We even find dirhems coined at Mohamedia thecapital 
of that diftrich, and though Al Mainun’s troops conquered 
Hamaden , yet, towards the end of the campaign, Talur 

was reduced to fortify his camp, and to upon the de¬ 
fence 
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jfofive only. Al Amin's generals, feem not to have been 
jie, cither during this campaign, and the following winter ♦, 
in! j nothing but the exceflive indolence, and ftupidity, of 
fijmtn, could have driven him from the Moftem throne. 
We have a remarkable iriftance of this, in the manner in 
ivhich he received the news, of the defeat and death of his 
general AH. For, the meffenger fent to him, on that oc- 
cafion, found him angling, and after he had imparted to 
him the fatal tidings, the califF ordered him to hold his 
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Kuthar 


99 


open 


peace; for, ne, my rrec 
two fine fifties, and I not one. 

Early next year, Al Mamun ., impatient at the delays Another 
that had happened, ordered his generals to take the field, campaign 
if poffib'.e, before thofe of Al Amin could oppofe them. 

Taber , continued ftill in the neighbourhood o (Holwan, 
where he was joined by Harthema , who appears to have 
afted in fubordination to Taker. As they were preparing to 
open the campaign, Taber underftood that he was, in a man¬ 
ner, furrounded by two armies of twenty thoufand men 
each, with which he was in no condition to encounter. 

He had however recourfe on this occafion to ftratagem, and 
learning that there was a mifuriderftanding between the 
two generals fent againft him, he improved it fo well, that 
inftead of engaging their enemy, they deftroyed one ano- 




ther. This 


taking Holwan , which he did by capitulation, but was ob¬ 
liged to leave in it a ftrong garrifon, under Hqrthema . He 
then marched towards Aiwa *; but his army being weaken¬ 
ed by the garrifon he had left xnHohvan , he was unable to 
difpoffefs a body of the caiiff’s troops, that had taken poft 
near that city. He repulfed them, however, fo effectually, Taber 
that he made himfelf mafler of Alwaz , and then of the takes Al- 


l 


itfelf. 


Maday, 


TVafel upon the Tyg 


the neighbourhood of Bagdad 


of Bagdad. 


Al 


ing to thofe various fucceffes. They were no ftrangers to 
theindolent life of their califF, whom they defpifed. Upon 
the firft fucceffes of Al Mamun's generals, and being fpirited 
up, by Al Hafan , a man of great confequence amongft 
them, they formally depo fed Al Amin, and threw his mother 

Zobeide , into prifon. But Al Amin s affairs foon after tak-. 

ing a more favourable turn, they not only replaced him up- depcfed 
on the throne, but fecured Al Hafan , and brought him pri- ^ ut r 5 ~ 
foner to the califF. That mean fpirited prince, not knowing 
Al Hafan 's views, or not believing what was urged againf 
him, offered him the command of his army, and furnifhea 
him with every thing neceffary for him to make a glorious 
campaign. Al Hafan , being in the califFs power, fecm- 
jpgly accepted of his command, which he had no inten- 
hon to execute. For, he no fooner had paffed the Tygris, 

X 3 than 
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Hajan than he endeavoured to make his efcape, hut his treachery 


Progrefs 

cf Al Ma- 

♦ 

4 - 

muh, 


Bagdad 


being difcovered, Al Amin ordered a body of his troops'^ 
purfue him; and after a moft obftinate defence, though 
attended cniy by two fervants, both he and they were put 
to the fword. The unhappy AiAm'm, finding himfelf thus 
betrayed and deferted on’ all fides, loft his Ipirit fo much' 

that he began to entertain thoughts of furrendering him! 

felf into the hands of Al Mamun ; who was, by this tim 
acknowledged as cal iff, by the Egyptians, Syrians., and all 
the Arabs. The important city of IJpahan opened its gates 
to his general Taber, and the whole province of Far, l'ub- 
mitted to him at the fame time. 

a 




nera.s 


believed °* Hejra, Al Mamun s two generals Toner, and Harthc- 
by hiso^e- ma ->formed the junction they had propofed in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Bagdad. W e are here to obferve, that, notwith- 
ftanding what we are told by Mofiem and Perfian authors, 
of the almoft uninterrupted progrefs of Al AdamuEs arms, it 
appears as if they had omitted many particulars. It was 
now the third if not the fourth year of the war, and Bagdad, 
which was the great objedb of Al Mamun , was not yet re¬ 
duced ; it is therefore reafonable to conclude, that Al Amhh 
generals, made a better defence for him than appears upon 
the face cf our hiftorians. The fierre of B, 


Death of Al 

the cr'Jiff men of 


was now formed, and Al Amin , from fome circumflances 
that have not come to our hands, made fo vigorous a de¬ 
fence, that it feems fo have lafted for a whole year. It 
appears likewife that Al Amin, notwithftanding all his 
vices and failings, could upon this occallon, exert the vir¬ 
tues of his family. He defended, the eaftern parts of Bag¬ 
dad, called, the camp of Al Mobdi, till it was reduced to a 
heap of ruins around him ; and then he retired to the weft- 
ern part, where he defended hjmfelr with equal obftinney. 
But thegarrifon, and the inhabitants, who were very faith¬ 
ful to him, while he fet them an example of courage, and 
activity, were greatly Vandalized, when upon every ref- 
pite he had from the alarms of the befiegers, they faw him 
and his favourite freeman, Kutbar, playing together at chefs 
a szame, of which, he was fond to diftrachon. 




two generals, 
very oppofite 


;l tiber, and iiarthema , were 
characters. Hartbema , as the 


Al Amm. reader may already have obferved, was far from 


as 

being of 

fe- 


a bloody difpofition; but Taber, was in his nature, a 

Al Amin, 


KaL 


cruel. 


was 


no ftranger to the characters of both, and-he entered into 
a freatv with Hartbema. whole fon, as we have fecn, he had 


made governor of E'gytit 


7 his treaty, coming to the ears 
of Taber, he refented it as an indignity, done to his fupe- 
riority in the cbmrnand ; and he refolved to redder it in¬ 
effectual. We Hial 1 not trouble the reader with the dreams, 
progr.oftics, and omens,' which AiAuiin considered ‘ aS the 

immediate 



Ill 

lavs 


OF THE WORLD. 

% 

♦ 

, ti jjjjiate forerunners of his deftiny, and which, for fome 
-sWore his death, happened, greatly deje&ed him. It is 
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Harthema 


'Oiucicuv-w '——7 -”— o —7---- 

Embark with Harthema , in a fmall veflel, furnifhed by the 
latter; and that they fhould crofs the Tygris, to the place 
ivhere the troops of Harthema's divifion were encamped, 
gut Taber , having notice of their intention, planted fome 
boats to intercept them, which funk that in which they 
v/cre . Harthema , efcaped drowning by being drawn out of 
the river bv the hair of his head ; and the califf, who was 


difguife, got to the (hoi 
Taber's foldiers, that h< 


by_ . „ w 

him but a tattered cloak, his drawers, and his turban. Be¬ 
ing carried to a houfe adjoining to the place where he was 
taken, probably that they might be fure as to his perfon, 
he was kept there till midnight, and fome of Taber's officers 
or foldiers, who knew him, coming in, immediately cut 
him to pieces with their feymeters, and carried his head to 
Taber , who was by this time mafter of Bagdad , where it 
expofed to public view. Taber then fent it, with the 
ring, feepter, and other regalia of the califat, to Al Mamun , r 

who refided all this while in Korafan ; and he was fo over- 
joyed with the fight, that he immediately proftrated him- 0 '^’^'*' 
felf, and ordered the meffenger who brought it one hundred mun \ ? n 
thoufand pieces of gold, amounting to near one hundred receiving 

^ i i* n « .i • i*i . * n . « it tho nottl C 


was 


was 


-but this liberality,--, r . 

intended, for the benefit of others as well as of the 0 * u * 


courier. 

We have, in relating thefe circumftances of this califFs Other ac- 
death, followed what feems to be moft probable. Other counts, 
accounts of equal authority only fay, that Al Amin intending 
to throw himlelf into Harthema '’s hands, was intercepted^ 
by Taber's foldiers, who funk his boat, carried himfelf on 
{bore, and after keeping him prifoner for fome time, cyt off 
his head. 

This prince’s reign from its commencement t;o its end, Charafler 
exhibited nothing but a feene of civil war and commotions, of AlAmin 
between him and his brother. He therefore, even tho’ he 
had poffeffed them, had no opportunity of difplaying civil 
virtues. He is blamed, by all hiftorians, for his exceffive 
indolence, for having in the beginning of his reign, abandoned 
the reins of government to Al Fadl , who was a man of 
abilities, but hated Al Mamun ; and therefore gave his 
fovereign the peftilent advice, to alter the fucceffion. H? j 
expended vaft fums in purchafing eunuchs, of whom and 
his women, he was fo fond, that he gave away amongft then) 
all his jewels, and many other precious effects. We know 
of no men of genius he encouraged, excepting thofe who 
are called fo in playing at chefs. An amufement however s that 


Z 
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IS 



344 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

is very incompatible, with that exceffive love of wine 0 f 
which he is accufed by hiftorians. Mufic was likewife a 
favourite diverfioh with him; and he had in his palace a 
number of women* who excelled both in vocal, a n j 
inftrumental; ten of whom, v/e are told were fine per¬ 
formers upon the lute, and ufed to entertain him in concert. 
To them, as well as to his chefs players, he was generous 
and allowed them perifions. In his perfon he was handfome* 
tall, and lufty; His complexion was fair, and his conftitutioa 
robuft. He was killed in the thirtieth year of his age, when 
he had reigned almoft five years. We know of no other 
particulars of this prince, but thathe had a particular fancy, 
bf having the yachts he built upon the Tygris , conftru&ed ir, 
the forms of animals, fuch as lyons, dragons* horfes, 
eagles, elephants, and the like. 



Al Mam uri, el deft fon to the great cal iff Harun A1 

Rafhid. 


Al Mamuh 

Succeeds 

1 

him. 


T 


Id II moment the death of Al Amin 

(the 


p oflefled by Taber, and the weftern by Hart hem a) proclaimed 
his brother AlMatnun callff. Another general, called Hamid , 
Th6 g<J~ lay in the neighbourhood of the city with a third army. All 

thofe precautibns feem to have been wifely defigned to bridle 
the natural inconftancy of the people of Bagdad. The firft 
meafures of Al Mamun’s government were to fettle the 
lieutenants of his provinces. Taber was removed from the 
government of Irak, to. that of Syria , and Mefopotamia ; and 

l Kafan. Ay ad, was fucceeded in the 


vernment 
of the pro 
Vinces 
fettled. 


Egypt 


J 


Maialt, 


deeded by Al Abbas. All thofe removals were affected by the 
advice and direction of AlFadel the fon of Sabah This noble¬ 
man had been long the favourite minifter of Mamun , who 
deems in fadl to have been too much under his influence. 
For being now poflefled of the whole califat without a rival* 
Al Mamun , committed to him the prime vizierfhip and he 
even bellowed upon him, the fuperb title of his firft minifter, 
both in civil and military affairs,. The fubiedts of the califat, 
feeing the miferies which had' happened in the late reign, 
from a minifterial government* did not relifh a renewal of 
it in this. It would be perhaps refining too much, to fuggeft, 
that Al Mamun perceiving the unquiet ftate of his government 
raifed Al Fa del to this invidious poft not only for the great 
von in ion he had of him, but that ail the i.m popularity, which 

mu it 
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abilities equal to the momentous charge he undertook. 

The firft alairm, Al Mamun received in his government Ilej. iSp. 
|MS from the houfe of Alt , that fruitful fourceof opppfition, A.D.SnJ. 
an d rebellion to his family. A defcendant of that houfe, Rebellion 
Mahomet the fon of fabatiba ?, was then living at Mem in of the 
A mjan, an,d was highly refpeifted, by vaft numbers of truehoufe of 
Hoflms, as being the defcendant, nay the reprefentative, of AH, under 
the prophet; Mahomet H^ys not wanting to himfelf in twoMaho- 
improving thofe difpofitiorts-, and focn found means to roets. 
aflemble together a great number of followers. He had, at 

at • * • . % % ^ • 1 41 /• 



an 


j. o ivn ivi-j aiiu uv.11 

Cufa y where on the ft 
lleeiance to Mahomet 


reprefentative, and was preferred to the command of his 
army, in which he greatly fignaliz’d himfelf. He drove Al 
Hof cm s deputy out of Cufa y and after beating all the califPs 
troops that were fent agamft him, he met with but a feeble 
refiftance, in making himfelf mafter of the great city of 
Bofra. The inaccuracy of the Mojltm authors leave us 
greatly in the dark, as to the other particulars of this 
rebellion* which now grew fo formidable, as to fpread to the 
neighbourhood of Bagdad. All we can colledt from it, is, 
that Mahomet dying* another Mahomet of the fame houfe was 
acknowledged by the party. But the activity of Hafan and 
Harthema check'd the progrefs of Abufaraya who continued 
to aft as general for the new pretender, and obliged him to 


Cufa. Harthema 


drove him out of that city, and 
* * * Mahon 


prifoners. Harthema , who aefted only as general for Hafan , fed by Ha 
the governor of Irab> fent the prifoners to him : with all the fan and 

^1 _ r 1 i 1 1 \ 1 ' ll 4 * _ - *** 


been 

the head of Abu If 
Ma?riun at Meru. We 


Ha fi. 


to his fate, tho’ from what afterwards happened it is pro¬ 
bable that he was pardoned-. But the rebellion of the houfe 
bf Mi, was not the only one which at this time threatened 
the extinftion of the government of Al Mamun , who feems 
to have been much better ferved, by his generals, than he 
^as by his minifter. Damafcus was fbi2’d, and Paldline^.. 
was overun with rebels. One Ufurpcr fet up for himfelf in Dlfor 

fD'f { ■> and another in Africa ; fo that the whole califat was ?f r ^ 

m 1 a flame, in favour of two pretenders, Ibrahim , and 
Mahomet , w’ 

Harthema , 


fions of the t 


who had been fo a<ftivein fupprelJing the rebel- Zealand 
:vyc Mahometi , impelled by his zeal for the houfe death of 
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of Al Abbas , flew to Merit , where the ca]iff then kept his 
court, and throwing himfelf at his feet, gave him a deferip. 
tion of the calamatiesof his empire, which he charged upon 
the difingenuity of Al Fadel his minifter, who kept him in 
the dark, as to the real fituation of things. He conjured 
him, at the fame time, tojevy men, and to repair to Bagdad 
s being the moft centrical parts of his dominions, and the 


city, from which his orders might be moft commodioufly 
iflued, to all parts of the empire. This honeft zeal of 
Horthenw , coir him dear. He was no match for the 


power of the minifter, who a<Scufed him in his turn, of 
having fomented the rebellions under the two Mahtmuti . 
This recrimination was believed by the califF. Harthem 
was feverely baftinadoed, and thrown into prifon, where 
his days were foon after ended, by an aftafiin, who ached 
by the miniftet’s order. Such was the fate of a man, who 
had faved the life of the great Al Rajhid, with the danger of 
his own, and who had performed, after thar, the mo 


Fadel in 

the inte- 


nal fervices to his for, and his family. 


fig- 


From the complexion of the Moflem hiftory at this time, 
it appears pretty plainly, that the minifter Fadel^ had aftrong 
rcil ot thej,y a f s towards the defendants of the houfe of Ali\ either 

houieor f rom a principle of confcience, or becaufe they were then 


silt. 


popular in the empire, or becaufe he thought his matter’s 
throne could not be eftablifhqd in peace or fecurity, unlci's 
they were gained over. It is certain, 

year of the Hejra, adopted a very unaccounta¬ 


ble 


201ft 


that SIl Mamun , in 


ble fyftr’m ofgovernment, which, was that of reftoring the 
houfe of AH , to the throne of the califat. For this pur- 
pofe he pitched upon a young nobleman, Alt the fon of 

and declared him his fucecflbr in the empire. 


Mu fa , 


Be 


at the fame time required all the governors and lubjefts of 
his provinces, to confirm this adoption, giving the higheft 

| • ^ /I •• t « 11* .1 

commendations to Ah 


to 

higheft veneration, 

Jl Mamun, 


for 


v/hofe memory is ftill Held in the 
his learning, piety, and 


virtue. 


the fame time, was perfuaded by his minifter, 
that one great means of eftablifhing the tranquility of his 
government, would be, to abolifh the invidious diftindtion, 
introduced by the houfe of Al Abbas , of wearing black in- 
ftead of green, the colour o f the houfe of All. Al Annin, 
overperfuaded by his reprefentations, ordered his foldiersand 
GJvesper-fubjecis, to wear green coloured cloaths, inftead of black; 
nicious and even ordered AlHajan to march with a body of troops 
counfel to from Irak , to fupport the execution of this edict at Bagdad-, 
the ca.iff, and to oblige the inhabitants to fwcar to the adtof fucceftion 
who de- in the perfon of Ali, who, by this time, was come to his 
dares one court at Merit. 

efthat fa- The plawfiblc reafons, given by the minifter for this 
rrily his mighty alteration in the fyfie.n of the greateft empire upon 
fiucccffor. earth, foon proved fallible, and their confequences deltruc- 
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live of what they were pretended to obtain. A moderate 
and a prudent accommodation, with the heads, and the 
principals of the houfe of Alt , might have been proper, and 
jt would have been in the califPs power to have enforced it. 

But his late edidts met with an oppofttion which he could 

not furmount. The defendants of the houfe of Al Abbas y 

at this time, are faid to have amounted to thirty thoufand, 

but perhaps, this numbvr is understood of their domeftics as 

well as them. It is however certain, that they were very The houfe 

numerous, and very powerful, and they were joined by the of Al Ah- 

Hajhamites* or the descendants from the houfe of Hafbam , bus fets up 

before the birth of All. The heads of the party had frequent Ibrahim. 

confultations, upon the means of preventing the califat from 

departing out of the houfe of Al Abbas. They prevailed fo 

far that many of the city of Bagdad, and great part of the 

army refufed obedience to the califFs orders, and in the 

beginning of the year, they declared Ibrahim , the fon of 

Mobdi, to be califf. Had ‘t not been for the firmnefs of Al 


Hafan, the governor of Irak, to Al Mamun s government, that 
c liff muft, atthis time, have been dethroned and deftroyed ; 
but Al Hafan y who ftill continued at Bagdad , made fo brave 
a refiftance againft the rebels, that tho’ they got pofleflion 
of Bagdad , they could make no decifive progrefs, againft 
Al Mamun . For tho’ Ibrahim by the plauftble fpeeches he 
daily made to the people, got pofleflion of Cufa y and its 
diftrift, yet the bulk of the people laying upon the minifter 
the blame of the falfe fteps the califF had made, continued, 
in their own minds, well affedted, to the eldeft fon of 


who is re¬ 
cognized 

califf. 




Al Mamun feems not to have been void of blame, in Wrong 
bringing himfelf to the precipice, on which he now flood, conduit of 
Merit) was his favourite reiidence. Ke had a greater turn Al Ma~ 
than ever his father had, for learning and learned men; mun. 
and to this he gave, perhaps, too much of that time, which 
ought to have been allotted to the affairs of government. 

He had early imbibed the love of literature, which he ex¬ 
tended much farther than any Mojje.m had ever done. Being 
endued with every quality necefl'ary for his high ftation, he 
atlafl, opened his ears to the voice of his people, againft 
bis minifter Al Fadel , as being the author of all the public 
diftradtions. Al Mamiifs -immediately left Merit , and put 

himfelf at the head of the Irakians y who, by means o i Hal art y 
ftill continued unfhaken in their allegiance to him; and 
fet out on his march for Bagdad. When he came to a place 
called Sarkhas , his minifter Fadel was found murdered in Death of 
a bath, and the califf exprefled fo much horror at the his minif. 
a&ion, that he ordered the murderer to be put to death, ter. 

The Perjian hiftorians fay, that he himfelf employed the 
aftaflin j but this is not probable, tho’ little doubt is to be 
Uiade,' that the murder was committed, by fome of his 

zealous 


/ 



A GENERAL HISTORY 

zealous fubjcCfs, and perhaps by his connivance. Had he 
directly employed affaffins, the thing could not have been 
concealed, and it mull have exafperated Fade }'s brother 
Hafan, upon whom his great dependance at this time refted- 
but who, by his perfeverance, and his duty, appears to 
have believed the califf to be innocent. 

Hej. 203. Another incident which happened loop after, in the 
A.D. 8i8i 203d year of the Hejra, contributed ftill farther to AlUa- 
and cAJli. muns reftoration, for his adopted fon and fucceffor, All died 

at Tus, in Korafan 9 of a furfeit by eating too many grapes 
a term that, among the Perfiam * often difguifes the common 
practice of poifoning There feems to be no charge brought 
againft the califf, for the death of this young prince 
yvho is faid to have been nroft amiable in his manners, but 
it is certain that his death was very feafonable in that criiis 
of Al Mamun’s affairs. He exprefied his regard for the dc- 
ceafed, by ordering him to be interred near the burying 
place of his father, the great Al Raftnd ; who died in the 
lame city, where the califf Rayed for fome time, till he 
fhould fee how thofe great events w'ould operate in his fa- 
vour. 


.. .. They had all the effe&s he could defire. The heads of 

amm t jj e boufe of Al Abbas , the people, and the foldiery, in and 
xe oreci. a ^ out Bagdad, perceiving the chief objeCls of the revolt, 

to be now removed, thought of returning to their duty; 
and after fome commotion, Ibrahim was formally depofed 
from his califat, which he had enjoyed for almoft two years. 
He feems to have been but ill fitted for fupporting that 
great dignity j for, uponshis being depofed, he retired to a 
lurking hole in Bagdad , where he remained obfcure for 
almoft feven years. 

Nothing now remaining to obftruCt the return of Al Ma- 
AlMamnn mun to bis ca pb a ] } be entered Bagdad in the 204th year of 
mures to t h e Hejra, at the head of his loyal Iranians ; who were 
Bagdad. a }i G f them dreft in green. But AlMamun , perceiving, that 

the affectation of this colour, gave fome umbrage to the 
friends of his family, he very wifely revoked his order on 
that head, and permitted all his fubje&s, who pleafed, to 
drefs in black. The year of Mamuns return to Bagdad , is 
remarkable for the death of Al Shafei , one of the moll 
Death of celebrated of all the Moflem doCtors. ft is incredible with 
Jl Shafei , what encomiums, he is mentioned by thofe of his own feft, 

‘ •' who fay, that he was, as the fun of the world, and as 
health to the body. He is noted particularly, for his ex¬ 
cellency in the ftudy of the civil, and canon law, of the 
Mahometans , and for a great many wo;ks he compofed, 
as well as for a college, founded and dedicated to hisdifci- 
ples, by the great Salah Addiri , befides other works of the 
famenature, ereCted by other princes, and for the fame pur- 
poles ; his difeiples are ftill very numerous in Arabia, 
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^Al Mamun being reftored to the poffeffion of Bagdad and 
the califat, made ufe of the tranquillity he enjoyed, in im- 

roving his favourite ftudies, and importing into his do- 
minions? the moft valuable treafures of Greeks and Euro- 
D ean learning- He expended great part of his vaft reve¬ 
nues in purchafing the moft valuable treatifes on all fub- 
jefts, and his love of literature was fuch, that men of all 
religions, Chriftians, as well as others, were invited to his 
court, and there met with protection and encouragement. 

In ftiort, he was a univerfal patron to every man of genius, 
and they rewarded him, by dedicating their works to his 
name and fervicg. He carried aftronomy to a much higher 
pitch, upon true principles, than ever was before known, 
among!! the MoJle?ns y and the fame may be faid of philo- 
lophy, and all the other branches, in which he himfelf was 
a great proficient, at the fame time, he applied himfelf 
generoufly to reward thofe who had been moft inftrumental Inftanceof 

m the re-eftabliftiment of his power. Among!! the firft of liberality, 
thofe, was his great general Taker, upon whom and his 

defendants, he bellowed the government of Korafan , with, 
almoft a fovereign authority. Tcher did not long enjoy 
this great dignity, for he died next year, which was the 
207th of the Hejra. He is faid to have been the .greateft 
general in all the Eaft, of his time, at the fame time, to 
have been liberal, and magnanimous. One inftanceof his 
liberality, if true, approaches to phrenfy; for we arc told, 
that he was fo touched, by a poem prefented him, com¬ 
memorating his glorious exploits, that he ordered a prefent 
of three hundred thoufand dinars, to be given to the poet; 
adding, that had his poem been longer, the reward would 
have been larger. This ftory would feem incredible, were it 
not, that no inftances of that kind can be fo, in the greateft 
people then upon the earth ; and, in age neral whofe riches 
were fuch as exceeded thofe of any fovereign prince in the 
world, his own matter excepted. It is true, we read of no 
fuchinftance of liberality in AlRafkid, or Al AAainun, to one 
man upon fuch an occafton. But then we are to confider, 
that their munificence run through a thoufand different 
channels, and extended to the whole circle of learning and 
the arts j whereas that of Taker , was confined to this hngle 
inftance. 

For fome years after this, we meet with no events in the Removals 
Modem hiftory of the Eaft, that require to be mentioned 
here, excepting the removal of governors of provinces, 
which, as has been already obferved, when they were not 
attended with any remarkable circumftances, are immaterial 
to a modern, and an Englijh reader. From them however, 
we learn, that notwithlfanding all the precaution of the 
califfs, by thofe frequent removals, the powers of thofe go¬ 
vernors, grew to be very formidable to their matters. The 

government. 
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government, upon the deceafe of a governor, being com 
monly filled up by the foldiery; at leaft, till a new notni 
nation came from thecaliff; and, even then, itwasoftc 
difficult to difpoffefs the poffeirbr. 

The firft event of note we meet with, is the difcovery 
difeovered of Ibrahim the fon of Al Mohdi , who had been fo long the 
andpar- rival of Al Mamun, in the califat, which happened in the 

2ioth year of the Hejra. He had, as has been before oh- 
ferved, lurked ever iince the time of his depofition, in 
Bagdad , with two of his wives, and he was now taken 
oifguifed in a woman’s drefs, endeavouring to make his 
efcape out of Bagdad. By all that appears from the Mofiem 
hiftorians, and writers, there was then an excellent police 
in that city, and guard^ were placed. in every ftreet and 
avenue of it, for the prevention of all irregularities. Ibra¬ 
him 

but . 

the commanding officer, who, upon romoving his veil, 
foon difeovered him to be a man, and who he was; and 
lent him prifoner to the calif!'. Al Alamun, contrary to the 

genius of his family, the mildeft of whom, would not 
have heficated a moment in nutting Ibrahim to death, re¬ 
ceived him with complacency, admitting him to his table, 

iird V»**rv% 'i nrpfpnt rsf fpn t-Virmfand dinars- for ViIq ini- 


V V* . 7 T - -- - 4- » 11 

«■, endeavouring to pafs one of thofe guards, and giving 
but a very imperfect account of himfelf, he was carried to 


made him a prefent of ten thoufand dinars, for bis lm- 
•.mediate fupply. Al Mamtin was equally generous to the 
{defendants of All ; for notwithstanding the invincible aver¬ 
sion, which not only the family of Al Abbas, but all the 
‘'Syrians difeovered upon his adopting the late Alt, his fuc- 
cdfTor, he reftored the pefterity of the Prophet by JJi, to 
'their family eftate of Fidak , which had been left by the 
As are the pFcphet to Fatima his daughter. He likewife, as far as he 
defeend- could, aboliffi’dall the hardffiips and affronts, to which the 
ants of hoi fc of AH had been made fubje£t to thofe of Omyah and 
AH. Al Abbas , and ordered that the name of Moayah , fhould not 

he'racntioncd by his fubje<Sts with any diftin&ion of refpefl, 
as if he had a Juperiority over the Prophet’s other com¬ 


panions 

mn 


one califf was reigning fo glorioufly in tbeEaft, 


o 

lie ms in 
Stain. 


LiJmo- another was extending with equal glory, the Moflem em- 
‘ 4 pi rc in the Weft. Al Ha km ft ill remained m after of Spain, 

or the vfar greater part of it; and both the fplendor and 
politcbWs of his court, farexcceded that of Charles the great, 

1 He reduced by his general Abdal- 

harim , tire province of Calahorra * which had taken arms 

It does not appear* that thefe commotions 
were rai fed bv the Chriftian part of the inhabitants, for iff 

‘ ' MAh 


| \ v/ I i > — - - — — - ^ 

and his defendants. 


againft ’turn 


point of religion, they and . w i 

hut the McKerns,- according to cotemporary authorities, by 
their intercomfe with Afric, were now become a very power- 
people, and by far the great eft maritime power in Eu- 
i'hr oxy-rd lords and emirs, under Al Iiakcn , lived 

like 


t 


1 

* I 
« 1 
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]ike fovereign princes, in vaft luxury and fplendor, and 
carried not only their arms, but their arts, their manners, 
an d manufa&ures, aim oft all over Europe. That which 
we abfurdly call the Gothic arch in building, was introduced 
by them', and there^ is fcarcely now a polite country upon 
the continent of Europe, vvhofe inhabitants do not retain 
fome of their manners* habits:, and cuftoms. The pnnftice 
of duelling, which, as appears in the courfe of this hiftoryj 
was To common among ft the Arabs, was evidently 
duced into Europe , by the vveftern Mojlems , as was the fa¬ 
mous practice of tilts, and tournaments, afterwards lo com¬ 
mon in Europe , and even in Britain , the only country in 
Europe, which was worth the conquering, in which they 

made no conqueft. 

Al Ha kern could not have maintained his fuperiority over 
the emirs, and generals, who made thole foreign conquefts, V al force, 
and who yearly returned to Spain , with their little fquadrons 
loaded with the fpoil of the coafts of Italy , Sicily , France , 
and other countries, had he not received perpetual fupplies 
from Afric , and been well ferved by his own generals. 

The Cordobans taking' arms, Abdalkarim broke into their 
city, and having put Tome of the ringleaders of the revolt* 
to the fword, he hanged above three hundred of the other 
rebels. Soon after this, that is in the year of the Hejra 
206th, Al Haken died, after a long and glorious reign, and 
in an advanced age. He was the father of ninteen fons, and 
twenty-one daughters, ahd his eldeft fon Abdalrahman , was 
lorty-one years of age, when he fucceeded him. This Their ci 
Abdalrahman proved likewife to be a great prince. At they.I wars, 
latter end of his father’s reign, the diflenfions which pre¬ 


vailed amongft 


M.o(h. 


encouraged the 


Chriftians, by which we can only mean thole, of Leon , and 


■All 


and they even took Barcelona. 


While Abdalrahman was preparing to retake that city, he 
was obliged to turn his arms againft one of his uncles, 
Abdallah , who rebelled againft him : but Abdallah was de¬ 
feated, and loft his life, and Abdalrahman made a noble ufe 
of the victory, by treating his wives and his children with 
great marks of humanity, and tendernefs. There is ftron 
reafon for believing, that this rebellion, was occafione 
by a vaft prepoflcffion in favour of the collateral light of 



fucceluon, which the Mtfle 


n 

Ci 


nd which Al>~ 


dalrahman endeavoured to remove. For he excluded all 
brothers and fillers - , from fucceeding to the fortunes or the 
eftecls, of any perfon, who left children. By this time, 
the Chriftians, in their turn, fell into civil diflenfions. 
Aiphonfo thechafte, was, from his wickednefs, and cruelty, 
driven from his throne, of which bis fon took pofieflion, 
and his little kingdom was filled with blocdfhed and civil 
diflenfions. Abdalrahman improved this ftace of aiforder 

among it. 
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that his general 


had taken from the Mojlems. After this, he 
Ibrahim, the fon of Aglad, one of Al Rajhid 
in Africa , in making a defcent upon Sicily, w 
they ravaged, and conciuered. as thev likpu 


with 


Their de- We 


they ravaged, and conquered, as t 
ifland of Crete, where tney defeated 
and built the city of Candia . 


likewife 


pendence 
on the eaft 
ern califf. 


Moflt 


V 

For 


though, the Ommiyan califfs in ‘ Spain, a&ed by an autho 
rity independent of the eaftern califfs, yet both their fubiech 
in Spain, and their allies in Afric, (till confiderej themfelves 
as being remotely dependent on the eaftern califat, the mo¬ 
ther of their own empire; and neither the African Mojlems 
northern governors, had yet formally renounced their alle-’ 

to the califf, though it muff be owned, that they 
adted as if they had been independent on them, and the fame 
Ibrahim here mentioned, laid the foundations of a lame 
empire in Africa, which continued in his family for one 
hundred and twelve years. The reader is farther to ob- 
ferve, that though the Mojlems in Spain, foon loft the name 
of Arabs, in that of Saracens, yet the name is in reality the 
fame, the Saracens, being only a term of greater contempt, 
as fignifying a people, coming from the fara, or the defert, 
alluding to the deferts of Arabia, and the neighbouring 
countries. The name of Saracens was afterwards loft in 


cv beft known ; but that 
Africans with which Spat 


Sp 


I-, 

califat. 


fuhj 


Religion 

of Al Ma- 
fnun. 


Al Alarum, with all his learning, is faid not to have 
been exempted from many weakneflcs in point of religion 
but we ought to be cautious, how we condemn him or 

4 1_ #1 1 % Am. _ ... 


that head, when we conffder how nearly __ 

connected with religious difputes. The creation of thi 
koran was part of the calift’s faith, and ridiculous as thi 
difputc about it appears, and really is, he published as 


civil diffcnfionii 


koran 


creation of th 


difputc about it appears, and really is, he publifheda 
edict, by which he condemned to corporal, and even t 
capitalpuniftiments, all who durft prefumc to be of adif 
ferent opinion. Before his death, he ordered his judges 
and mafters of traditions, to enforce the fame doctrine, the 
it was ftrongly oppofed by the greateft Mollem dolors 
who afferted, that the koran came from heaven, andisun 
created. 1 his laft is the opinion of the Sonnitcs, and i 
is faid to have been confirmed, by Mahcmct himfelf, wh 
pronounccc, every man to be an infidel, who believe 
otherwife. Thus Al Mamnv, for following the dictates c 


fe 


Mo- 


* 
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the doctrine of AlMozaar, whofe herefy it was to believe, 
that the koran had nothing in it that was fupernatural in its 
jtyle, or compofition j and that had the Arabs been left to 
themfelves, by the Prophet, they could have produced a 
work equal, nay, fuperior to it in both thofe refpech j nay, 
on e of thofe Heretics went fo far, as to fay, that the koran 
rcfcmbled a body that might, fometimes, be turned into a 
man, and fometimes into a bead, an idea, wihch any man 
of judgment, who reads it, muft agree to. 

Though Al Mammy in faft governed by himfelf, yet he His ML 
did not think fit to lay afide the office of Prime Minifter. It nifttrs. 
is true, he had none for fome time after Fadl' s death, till he 
raifed Fadl's brother Ha Jan, to that poft, and he was fuc- 
ceeded by three others ; but we can eafily conceive, that 
their power was but nominal, by their not being mentioned 
inhiltory, for any remarkable adtion. In fa£, Al Mamtin 
was too wife to throw a dangerous {hare of power into the 
hands of any fubjedt, and he continued his family maxim, 
of making frequent removals, in the government of Egypt. 

Abdallah , the fon of the great Taber , was appointed to that 
important poft, at a time, when by the clemency of Al 
Mamin , the monafteries, and religious places, which had 
bean taken from the Chriftians in Egypt and Palejlinc , were 
reftoredto them. The patriarch James, who, at that period. He fa- 
preiided over the See of Alexandria, was a man of fo great vours the 
piety and merit, that he is even laid to have wrought mi- Chriftians 
raejes, particularly upon the fon of one Makar a, an Egyptian 
nobleman, who in gratitude, ere&ed and endowed a church 
at Jerufalem . A great plague of Locufts happening at that 
time to fall upon the holy city, and its neighbourhood, de- 
ftroyed the fruits of the ground in fuch a manner, that the 
Moflem inhabitants were forced to abandon it, and to take 
refuge, in other parts of the califf’s dominions ; while many 
of the Chriftians fled to thofe of v the Greek empire. The 
patriarch Thomas , laid hold of this opportunity, qnd being 
aflifted by one Bo cam, a rich Egyptian Chriftian, he imported, 
from the ifland of Cyprus, a noble {lore of cedars and firs, 
with which he repaired the roof of the church of the Refur- 
rrttion, at Jerufalem . But this had almoft proved fatal to Their en* 
Thomas , and the other Chriftians there. For, about the croach- 
213th year of the Hejra, Abdallah , being recalled to Bagdad, merits, 
from the government of Egypt , touched at Jerufalem in his 
way; and the Chriftians there were accufed, of having 
greatly enlarged the roof, and confeq uently the church of the 
Refur reRion. This was a heinous offence, and contrary fo- 
ftc original capitulations, between the Moflems and the 
Chriftians, which the califf had always valued themfelves 
upon religioufiy preferving, and indeed, if true, it was an 
2 <ft in the patriarch, of very indifereet zeal. Abdallah, im¬ 
mediately ordered Thomas and the chief Chriftians in the 
place, into cuftody, declaring, if he found that the charge 
\ ol. VI. A a againft 
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againft him could he fupported, he would order them 11 

td be publicly whipt; a punifhment, which, howeverj en H 
minious it is in itfelf, was_often inflicted on the great ft 
Modems. The patriarch however, knew fo well howt 
difpofe of one thoufand dinars, in the hands of an antient 
Modem, (:o whofe family he promifed, as long as an 
of them remained, the fame allowance out of the church 
ftores, that priefts,and deacons had), that he and his friends 
efcaped the punifhment, for the Modem interceeded fo 
effectually in their favour, that they wefe not only pardoned 
They pro* by Abdallah, but the chief Modems, who remained in Jen* 
curetheir falem , and who, it lcems, were hot of the number of their 
pardon, accufers*, approved of what had been done. From the 

whole complexion of this ftory, however, it appears pretty 
plainly, that the zealous patriarch was confcious, that what- 
he had done was hot quite regular, unlefs we can fuppofe • 

what is not very probable, that preceded again!! 

him in an arbitrary manner. 


Account 
of learned 
men* 


and pJiyfi- 

cians. 


• It would be depriving the memory of this great califf, of 
its brighteft glory/fnould we negleft to mention a few of 
the great men of learning, who adorned- his court, and 
Whofe works to this day, when they can be recovered, and 
trandated, are in the higheft eftimation. .HabaJJ), an inha¬ 
bitant of Bagdad , compofed aftronomical tables, and the 
famous Alfragamus , whole Arab name was Al Forgan , 
likewife compofed the Elements of Aftronomy, which have 
been fince trandated, and notes added to them by the learn¬ 
ed Golius. Abdallah the fon of Sahel, a man of great quality, 
and a favourite of the califf, was another eminent aftrono- 
mer of this reign. Mahcmct the fon of Mufa, was the au¬ 
thor of other aftronomical tables, that were in great re¬ 
pute, and a jew, called Majhaliah , was, for his learning, 
termed the fthcenix of the age. Tahya, one of the calift’s 
freed men, was a phyfician by profeffion, but though he was 
not very eminent in that art, he was very ufeful in tran¬ 
slating, into the Arc.y tongue, a great number of treaties, 
which the califf bought from the Greeks. Another Tahya , 
with one called Sahel the fon of Sabur, were likewife emi¬ 
nent in the profeffion of phyfic, not to mention George the 
fon of Baktijhua, fo often mentioned; If a, the fon of Alhakem, 
and Zakariah , who were both of them eminent pra&itioners, 
in that art. But Al Mamuns chief phyfician forfome time, 
was one Gabriel $ who had a yearly penfion from him of 
about twelve thoufand pounds fterling, and was admitted to 
him preferable to all others. Gabriel however, through 
fomc of thofe indiferetions, that are not uncommon to 
learned men, efpecially when they become favourites of a 
great prince, forfeited the califFs efteem fo far, that he 
was ordered not to appear in his prefence, and his penfion 
\va« reduced, to about one hundred and fixty pounds a year. 
As to the caliif himfelf, he purflied his ftudies with as 

much 
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uucli ardour, as if they had been the means of his living-,- 
and treated men of learning upon the fame footing as he 
did the men of the firft birth and, quality about his court $ 
that being, as he thought, the only way by which he could 

recommend the purfuits of literature to his own fubjedts, 
n't * mlcfortunp of hift rpio-n. nnrl rhot* nf 
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But the glory,of .thjs great emperor -has-been; obfcured.,by Mag 


His 
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the Cl>riftiansy . whpenjoyed an uninterrupted reppf? 

throughout all his reign, and who were enriched by his 
inunihcence,. (or, tHe,.treasures of learning with,which, they 
pnriched biSj.court;, h;is drawn upon him the referitrrjetlt of 
bigots of his own perfuafion; who have accufed him, as 
-ive have already feon, of being a lylotazlite, that is of en¬ 
deavouring to banifh nonfenfe, fupei;flition, bigotry, and 
cruelty,, out of the. religion he profeffed. ..They are like- 
wife very fevere upon hia, metnoryj for the fervice he did 
to the Modem, religion, by his endeavours to introduce 
amongft his fubjeHs, the ftudy of true philofophy, and of 
the fpecuiative fciences* upon, rational .principles, which 
bigots will ever combat, haying no enCriryfo formidable to 
them as the truth. But to return to the tranfadfions civil 
and military of this great califf’s reign. 

When Abdallah the fon of Taker, returned frorh liis go¬ 
vernment of Egypt, he took pofleflion of his own govern¬ 
ment of-Rorafan,. and He. wds fucceedgd in that of Egypt , by 
Motafem the califf’s brothpr; while Al Abbas '?the califf’s fon 
was by him appointed tq the government of Mesopotamia. 
Before thofe two princes fet out for. their governments 
the califf made a r prefent, .to , eadh of them, of a very: 
large fum of, money ; .and ipi.order to quiet as mucli 
as he could.all inteftine,heart-burnings, amongft his fubfe&si 

he received about .the fame time, one Abu Doliff, who had 
been a great favour] te with his brother Al Am in > Into his 
protection and fervice. The internal nuiet of his emnirp 


AlMamun 


ment 


protection and lervice* 1 he internal quiet of his empire 
being thus eftab]ifhed r he made preparations for invading 
the Greek dominions; but we are not inftrudted as to the 
grounds of the quarrel. The growing degeneracy of tftp >, . 

^reek empire, and the profligate manner of its heads, leave ~ 1 , 
htt e room to doubt that it was very juftifiable on the part cs 
of the califf, whp, we are told, took a fertrefs called Karra GreeceA 
antf ITeveral other piaces of importance, and then repaired 
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about one thoufand fix hundred of the inhabitants of Tarfus I 
and Al Mafifty ah ^ who were either fubje£ts to, or under the! 
protection of the cal iff; who thought himfelf obliged to I 
make reprifals. He therefore fell again into the GV<vl terri- 1 
tories, and after making himfelf mafter of .an important! 
fort'refs, the name of which is not mentioned by Modem! 
authors, he fent his brother, Al Motafem , to enlarge bis I 
conqucits, and he is faid to have taken no fewer than thirty] 
forts, belonging to the Chriflians. Another general under | 
Al Mam tin, named Tahya^ at the fame time took Tawala ] 
by ftorm, and having burnt the greateft part of it, he re- ] 
turned to Damafcus> the rendezvous of the califf’s troops, 
during thofe expeditions. All thofe operations happened 

during the 216th year of the Hejra, which was farther dif- 

tinguilhed, by the death of the celebrated Zobeiik , the fa¬ 
vourite wife and widow, of the great Al Rajhed. We know 
nothing of the hiflory of this lady, fince the reign of her fon 

Al Amin , and therefore it is to be prefumed, that during the 
prefent reign (he had always lived in an honourable pri¬ 
vacy. 

. Notwithftanding all the’precautions, taken by the califfsof 
. the houfe of Al Abbas , to keep the province of Egypt in Tub. 
je&ion, yet a frefti rebellion broke out there, under the 
government of Abdallah the fon o ffTabcr, already mentioned. 
This rebellion was headed by one AJJari , the fon of Halm, 
and his fon, who took upon themfelves the government 
of that province. They were however, defeated, by AU 
dallab, the fon of Taber, who flript them of all the wealth 
they -had amaffed, to fupport the rebellion, and fent it to 
Bagdad. But no fooncr was this rebellion fupprefled, than 
another broke out, under the Al Bimaida , who were the 
pofterity of forty Chriflians, of great rank, at the time 
when Egypt was reduced by the Mofiems . Thofe Chriflians, 
had fettled themfelves at Taima, where they might have 
remained in quiet, had they not trufled to the diltra&ions 
of the califat, and refufed to pay the ufual tribute impofed 
upon the Chriflians. As the califf’s brother Al Motafrn 
had been lately appointed governor of Egypt, and had re¬ 
turned to Bagdad , where he ferved in his brother's armies, 
there is the ilrongefl reafon for believing, that the Bimaida 
were (Irong enough to oblige him to retire out of that 
country, and that they made a very formidable progrefs in 
the reoellion* For the califf, in the 217th of the Hejra, 
was obliged in perfon, with his brother Al Botafem , to un¬ 
dertake an expedition againft Taisna, a city of Egypt, ■frill 
well known by the fame name, which he foon reduced, 
without much bloodihed, and thereby put an end to the 
rebellion. As Al Mamuns government had always been 
very mild, particularly with regard to the Chriflians, it :s 
no wonder, if fome ieverities were inflicted at this time 
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upon them, for many of them were put to the fword, and 
their women and children were carried in captivity to Bag* 
iad Upon the fuppreflion of this rebellion, the califf en¬ 
tered Mefr in triumph, and left in Egypt many magnificent, 
and fome ufeful, evidences of his power and public fpirit. He 
even granted the favour to two Chriftians, who were gentle¬ 
men of his bedchamber, to build a church, which went after 

their name. 

This Egyptian expedition being ended, Al Mamun broke 
into the imperial territories, and laid fiege to Lulua ; but 
bein'* obliged to return to Bagdad , the general to whom be 
left the conduct of the fiege, was furprized and beaten by the 
garrifon. This, and the approach of the Greek emperor, 
with an army to raife the fiege, brought the califF again in¬ 
to the field, which made the Greeks retire. Their cowardice 
difgnfted the garrifon fo greatly, that they opened their gates 
to the califf’s troops, and were received as his fiibje&s. 

Upon this, the Greek emperor fent the califf fome propofi- 
tions for a peace, but they were reje&ed, and the califfmade 
many other great conqueus over the Greeks , befides fubduing 
all the rebels of his dominions. The principal of the latter 
was one Babec, who feems to have been an impoftor of no 
mean parts. By the number of profelytes he gained in Per- 
fia he defeated in feveral battles the califf’s. generals, and 
killed one of them, Ebu Hamed y with his own hand, and 
falling down into the plain country, he made himfelf 
mailer of the two important cities of Al lebal , and Hamadan ; 
and by the force of impudence, and pretending to be a 
prophet, and the founder of a new religion, he grew too 
formidable a rebel, to be longer negle&ed; fo that Al 
Mamun , was obliged to break off the courfe of his conquefts 
in Caramania , to turn his arms againft Babec. Being ar- 
rived, in his return to Bagdad , near the fource of the river 
Badandun , one of the moft delightful in the world, for the AtMa- 
purity of its waters, and the beauty of its banks, and having mun ' 
bathed himfelf with his brother Motafctn , in that river, he 
could not help vvilhing for a few frefti dates of A%ad , to 
compleat the plealure he had received from his refrefhment 
in the water, and the beautiful profpedl which its ftreams 
amt the landfkips around it afforded him. In exprefling him¬ 
felf in this manner, he was told, that fome mules were ar¬ 
rived in the camp, laden with thefe delicious dates. They 
came too opportunely for th$ califf to refill the temp¬ 
tation. He indulged himfelf in the fober luxury of eating 
frefli dates, and drinking the pure waters of Badandun ; but 
tofuch an excqfs, as threw nim into a fever; and he was 
carried to a place called Rakka. The Modem hiftorians, 
both Arab and Perjian , are excefiively fuperftitious, and 
they have given us a circumftance, that ill agrees with the 
character of Al Mamun. For they tell us, that the aftro- 
K’gejs foretold he ihould die, at a place called Rakka , and 
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tliat the moment Ke’'heard; that that was the'name cf t|i 
village'to.which he was carried, when he was feizecj with 
his illnefs, he looked upon himfelf as being a dead man' 5 
The fymptoms proving mortal, a bufy phyfician, one Ma ■ 
fawaih , with another courtier, came and defired him to make 
lome declaration before his death, of the faith he died i n 
AlMamun was now in his left agonies, but he expired with 


July 18th. anexpreflion in his mouth, that would have befitted that of 

d Chriftian philofopher, “O thou, faid he, who never 
di?fiy’ pity me now dying,” and then he gave up the ghoft; 
His' dead'bod.y was immediately carried to Tar Jus , and by 

• j and his fucCeflor Al Mot a fern, it was buried 
in the hotife of brie of his father’s eunuchs. 


His cha¬ 
racter. 


Learning 
of the Qf 

Mojlems. 


• The glory of bringing the fubje&s of the callfat into the 
paths of learning and politenefs, undoubtedly was due to' 
the great Al Rajhid, though as we have leen, feveral princes, 
of both houfes oWmnyahs and Al Abbas, had the fame noble 
difpolitions, but vvithout the fame opportunities, and power 
of carrying them into execution. But hotwithftanding this 
glory fo juftly due to Al Rajhid, bee a life he was the firft, 
who had the fpirit and courage to lubftitute politenefs and 
beaming, in the place of enthufiafm and non fen fe, his foil 
AlMamun , was certainly his fuperior in all other refpeels 
being a more humane, as well , as a learned prince; and fo 
prudent that it is hard to fay in what religion he died. It is 
certain', lie was an enemy to enthufiafm, and fuperftition, 
and a friend to truth, for real knowledge is truth ; and that 
was the end cf all his ftudies, and all his purfuits, when 
we confider him as a man. In times of peace, it was to that' 
end he dire&ed all the immenfe power, and riches he pof- 
fefl'ed , for he feems never to have enjoyed them, but when 
they were employed for the benefit of fcience, and the arts: 
but on this head, we have been already pretty full. What 
fs to be added here is; that it is to be lamented* the genius 
' ' the Mojlems, their pride, and their greatnefs infpired 
them'with a contempt for all languages but their own.: 
Hence it was, that claffical learning, feems to have been 
little cultivated amongft them * and their califFs, in fie ad of 
prevailing upon them to ftudy the learned languages, were 
obliged to be at immenfe pains and expance in procuring the 
chief works written in tho'fe language % w be-tranflated irito 
the languages of their own dominions *’ chiefly into Arabic 
and the Pcrfic. From this,‘the reader v a a v eafilv 


lily conceive 
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language- Their manner of writing hiftory is ftrong, and 
all the chief paflages, and characters of it, are well mark’d ; 
feme of them beyond any thing we have from Greece or Rome ; 
for none can read their defcriptions of Kaled, and the firft 
califfs, without imagining them prefent to the eye, hear¬ 
ing their words, and feeing their perfons. We are not 
however to imagine, that Al Rajhicl and his fon Al Mamun , 
did not endeavour to introduce amongft their fubjets, all 
the literature that Greece and Rome could boaft of; but their 
genius did not invite them to many purfuits of that kind. 
Thinking, and perhaps with truth, that no people were ever 
fogreat as themfelves, they cultivated an acquaintance with 
no people but themfelves. The califfs therefore wifely en¬ 
couraged the bent of their genius, which led them to the 
Rudies of medicine, chymiftry, aftronomy, and confequent- 
jy of the mathematics. Some of their moft eminent dodtors 
however, in the days of Al Rajhid , and Al Mamun , had 
jtudied both Arijlotlc and Plato ; and the controverfy about 
the creation of the koran was managed upon Platonic prin¬ 
ciples ; for it was admitted by the fedt which Al Mamun pa¬ 
tronized, that the truths of the koran might be fo far laid 
to be uncreated, as that the ideas of them exifted through all 
eternity in the mind of God ; which, if it contains truth, is 
indifputable. In fhort, Al Manning at the fame time he pa¬ 
tronized the doctrine of the koran’s creation, patronized the. 
rcafonable part of this fubjedbs, who rejected all the non- 
fenfical dreams of their Prophet and the whole fyftem of 
his judgements, of rewards and ptmifhments, in an after 
life. It is true, according to the Moflem authorities, he 
feems to have gone too far in endeavouring to force his fub- 
jc&s into his own opinions, by decapitations, torturings, and 
whipings. Perhaps if he had taken milder meafures, he 
might have fucceeded better. But, as has been already hinted, 
it is hard to pronounce any thine on that head, as thofe he. 
had to deal with were the wildert, and moft intractable o< : 
enthufiafts. 

AlMamun , was not quite fifty years of age when he died ; 

and. he. reigned about twenty years and; a half, foie cajiff. 

His countenance was comely, and his ftatue midling. But 

his beard, at the time of his death was perfectly grey. In 

bis private charadter, he loved the company of his friends, 

but he was fo tradtable, that he left all engagements, for 

the improvement of his mind. The Grammarian who in- 

ftrudbed him was a Perfian Have, and his name, was KojJa\ 

but a man of vaft wit and politenefs. In fhort, Al Mamun, 

by the univerfal fuffrage of the Moflem authors, even thofe 

leaft favourable to his memory, was the greateft prince the 

houfe of Al Abbps ever produced, and the houfe of Al Abbas , 

according to thejn, produced the greateft men the world 
ever faw. 
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A1 Motafem, fourth fon of Ai Rafiiid the great, tht 

eighth califf of the houfe of Al Abbas. 


He i s fuc- 


L Motaf 


Mot a 


not 


Jem 


y to an eiaer nrocner living, uui. 10 me ion or tnelate 
cal iff. His mother Maredah was a concubine to Al RajhU, 
and therefore far inferior to the famous Zobeide, who wa3 
always considered as the emprefs of the faithful. Al Mata- 
fem feems to have inherited all the fpirit and principles of 
his brother. He was an enemy, and what is worfe, a acr¬ 


al wa 


fem feems to have inherited all the fpirit and principles of 
his brother. He was an enemy, and what is worfe, a per- 
fecutor of the Sonnites, who afiert, that the lcoran exifted 


equally with God 


The late califf had 


the fuppreiiion of this enthufiafm fo much at heart, that 
about the rime of his death, two famous profeflors of that 
do&rine, called Ahmed , and Mohammed, were fent to him 
in chains, but he died before their arrival- The new califf 
however, ordered Ahmed, firnamed Banhal, who was the 
His feve-^ oun ^ er the fourth && of the Sonnites, to be moll cruelly 

rity to the whipt, than which, perhaps, he could not have done a more 

material fervice to the nonfenfethat this do&rine efpoufed. 
Others of the Sonnite fe£l, cfcaped the lafii, by certain me- 
taphyfical dillinflions, in which, the MoJIems of all perfua- 
lions were very expert. 

Al Motafem, notwithftanding Al Abbas recognized his fove- 
reignty as califf, was however upon his guard fo far as to 
order the fortrefs of Tawaba to be demolifhed ; and this 
Tranquil- f eems to have quieted fome commotions in favour of Al 
lity reftor- Jbbas, which were arifing among the troops left at Tnrfus. 
ed - Al Motafem, at the fame time ordered all the military ftores 

and ar/ns, that had been amafled there by Al Abbas, to be 
carried from thence, and the former inhabitants of the town, 
which had been planted by'others, to refume their old habi- 
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parts being thus fettled in 
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dued* 


tranquillity, the new califf" went to Bagdad, where he was 
folemnly inaugurated, without any oppofition- 

He then turned his thoughts towards the fuppreflion of the 
formidableJrebellion, under Babec , who by this time, had 
in a manner fubdued or over-run, the Perftan Irak, and even 
made himfelf mailer of Ifpahan , as well as Hammadctt, with 
all the ftiong places of the calilFin thofe countries, fome of 
which he difmantlcd, and fome he preferved ; as bell fuited 
his own purpofes. To what we have already mentioned of 
this monftrous rebel, we are to add, that he was by birth a 
Chriftian, and got his name Babec by being the author of a 
merry religion j but all that we know of it is, that it was fet 
up in diredt con.tradition to all other religions, then in the 
world, or at leaft in Afia-, and that the founder of it was a 
difgraee to human nature, far his crucltv, which exceeds 

aim off 
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• ft. a ]] belief. Notwithftanding this, he had a moft in- 

• diblc number of followers ; and having taken upon him- 
Mfthc title of king of Perfia, he threatened the deftru&ion 
C ftbe califat itfelf, at the time of M Motajem’s acceffion to 
that throne. It has been already mentioned, that the Turks 

n ow not only making a great figure in Afta, but that 
were fo extremely numerous, that many of them 
entered into the fervice of the califfs, and proved to be ex¬ 
cellent troops. One of them, Afshin , who had in his own 
country been employd in difciplining the Kakanfs guards. 



they 


was 

dominions. _ 

up about the Irakian mountains. 


confidered by the califf, as the molt proper officer in his 

for reducing Babec \ having probably been bred 

Being put at the head 


of an army. 


firft 


which had been erected between Arzanjan, and Ardebil in 
the province of Adherbijan, which had been demolifhed by 
Bsbec, to facilitate his incurfions into the calift’s dominions. 

He then advanced againft Babec whom he forc’d to a battle, 
and defeated with the lofs of fixtv thoufand rebels. After this 
great overthrow, If pah an and Ham a den, were retaken, by 

S h, but notwithftanding the prodigious overthrow that 

: had received, he found means to repair his lofs, fo that re , 
he was foon in the field, at the head of a greater army than mar i Ia bl e 
ever, and Afshin could do no more during that campaign, than f a ‘ t „ 
reduce forne of his forts. This inability, perhaps, was in a 


mg < 

AIK 


occafiond by a new rebellion of the houfe o 
mt in the province of Karajan, under Mahome 


family. 


ry rapid 
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to rehft the califf’s arms, he was defeated, and lent prifoner 
. : ‘ ~ fhort time after, he is faid to 

have °efcap*d, and never more to have been heard of but 


that is extremely improbable. 


This 

Hejra, Afshin was unable to ^ C J' 219. 

His great care was A.D.S34 


proftcute his expedition againft Babec 
to render the pafles in the mountains inacceffible to the 
rebel troops, by refortifying them, and leaving ftrong 
detachments to defend them. He then marched into the 
plain country, and at a village called Arfu, a decifive battle 
was Fought, in which the rebels are faid to have loft no 
fewer than one hundred thoufand ir.en, fo inexhaullible 
were their numbers. As to Babec himfelf he retir’d with 
his broken army, firft to Mogan, and from thence towards 
his native country Cafbabad-, where the ftrongeft of all his 
fortreffes lay. Afshin found prodigious difficulties in pur¬ 
ging the rebel; he had lodged large bodies of troops in the 
defiles of the Cordvcan mountains, fo that Afshin was obliged 
to fight every inch of ground he gained upon him, and by 
that means, the rebellion continued for another campaign. 
Afshin , in the mean while loft a vaft number of men, and 

his army was reduc’d to the utmoft difficulties, by the rebels- 

cutting 
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cutting oft his provifions and convoys 3 and Roping Up ,if| 
the avenues, from whence he could draw fupplies. Mp I 
however proceeded with fuch perfeverance, that, by de4e«l 
he reduced all his lefTer fortrefies ; and in the 222d vea'roi 
the Heji a he obliged the rebel to fhut himfelf up in Cajba V I 
and death, }*' hich we are now to conflder as the capital of his domin-| 

10ns. For fome time he defended himfelf with prodigious! 

vigour and courage, but, in a few months, he abandoned the I 

place in difguife, and Red, attended by his fon Abdallah | 
and Moauriah his General, into Armenia. It would appear| 
that 111 his flight he was followed by all his family. AfA'm 
foon made himfelf mailer of Cafbabad and amongft other 
prifoners, he took Nad, one of ten executioners, who had 
been conftantly employe! by Babec in his cruelties. 'Bui 
himfelf acknowledged, that with his own hands he put to 
death, above twenty thoufand Mojlems , and that his com-’ 
panions had deilroyed as many- Babec having reached "Ar¬ 
menia there have raifed a new rebellion, had he not been 
betrayed by an officer of that country called Sahel the fon of 
Sanbat. This perfon knowing Babec , made him a proferof 
his fword and fervicesj and ailed his part fo well that he 
decoyed the rebel into his power. Babec ftill aifedled to 
retain all the pomp and diftindlions of a monarch ; but Sahel 
having made fure of his perfon, came one day abruptly in, 
and clapt himfelf down by him, while he was at dinner. 
Babec , expreffing ftrong figns of indignation and furprize, 
afked Sahel how he came to be fo prefumptuous, as to be 
feated unafked in his presence and at his table. Sahel ftill 
affeiled to treat him with the ufual diftindlions, <£ Great king, 
faid he, I acknowledge my fault; for who am I, that I ihould 
prefume to fit in the prefence of fo mighty a monarch.” He 
thenfentforafmith, and continuing his difeourfe, tc mighty 
monarch faid he flrech forth thy legs, that this man mav 
bon thee.” It was in vain for Babec to remonftrate agair ..4 
this ufage, or even to offer a large fum of money for his liberty. 
Sahel , not only put him in irons, but inhumanly ordered his 
mother, After,and wife to be ravifh’d in his prefence, byway 
of retaliation, for his haying treated all the women priioners 
he took, in that manner. When Afshin was carried before 

1 ? o was then at Sanimarra in Irak about 30 miles 

to the weftward of Bagdad , he ordered the rebel to fuller the 
fame death he had inflidted upon others3 for his belly was 
after 20 ript up, his hands, feet, and head cut off, and his body 
years re- fixt upon a gibbet. Thus ended a moft inhuman rebellion 
bellion. which hau 1 ailed for about 20 years, arid feveral other rebel¬ 
lions at the fame time were likewife fuppfefled j particularly 
that of the Zathqldlans, who inhabited the low grounds 
between Bofrazn&Wafet. It appears from many circum- 
flances, that ths prodigious extent of the califfs dominions, 
prevented him and his governors .from attending equally to 
all parts of them 3 and many petty rebels and ufurpers, held 

a kind 
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Some 




:imes they acknowledged the power of the califf, and then the 
rovernors wink’d at the power they aflumd in their neigh¬ 
bourhood. Sometimes they formed a party under hand, 
yitboutdeclaring themfelves till they took the field; and 1 
bmetimes the califf’s governors negje&ed to fupprefs them,' 
is thinking them too defpicable. Some of thofe rebels/Other re¬ 
funded their claim on a kind of patriarchal right, as being- hellion-1, 
jefcended from the head, parent, or .king of a particular ' 
tribe, or country ; but the greateffc number pretended to the 
gifts of prophecy and infpiration: which were the never 
filing baits of rebellion in thofe countries. In fa&, the 
Irakiaris , the Korafans , the Perftans , the Arabs , and the other 
fubje&s of the califat in genera], were not only the pi oft 
inconftant people in the world, in their natural difpofitions, 
but had very plaufiblc pretexts for rebelling; fo that it 
requir’d princes of no ordinary genius and capacity to keep 
them in fubje&ions and fuch they met with in thofe of the 
houfe of Al Abbas. 

Tkeophilusy the fon of Michael Balbus , was at this time War with 
emperor of iCon/lantinople, and depending upon .the civil the Greeks 
diftra&ions of the califar, he invaded it with an army of one 
hundred thoufimd men, took the city of Zabatra the birth 
place of the califf, whofe earneft entreaties could not prevent 
its deftru&ion, and after killing the men, he carried the 
women and children into captivity; and proceeded with 
equal cruelty, thro’ other parts of the Mojlem dominions. 

At Malatia aad Capadocia , he maflacred the men,' and carried 
off the women prifoners. In other places he mutilated 
the men in the moft frightful manner, by cutting off their 
ears and nofes. When Lebatra was taken, an Arab lady of 
the houfe of Al Abbas , being taken prifoner, by a Greek, 


Motaje 


/ 


upon which the 


_ : Motaje 

cn his py’d horfe. This incident being told to the califf, 
he magnanimoufly fwore, that he could have no reft, until 

he delivered that very woman, and being impatient of fuch 
barbarity refolved to punifti it effedually. He therefore 
raifed an army which muff have been immenfely numerous, 
as it is faid to have exceeded any that had been raifed by any 
former califf, and its firft operation was to retake Zabatra and 
to relieve the Mojlem lady. According to the Greek authors, 
Theephtlus , having with fuch unmanly cruelty, deftroyed the 
birth place of the califf, the latter ordered Amorum , the 
birthplace of the emperor, to be engraved upon the fhields 
ofhis lbldiers; as a memorial that he was determined to deftroy 


that city. 


Motafem 


the war in many different places at the fame time. He gave' 
the crimmand of the right column to Afjhin ; the left was 
commanded by Afhnas , and. the main body or centre by 
flimfelf. His firft attack was upon Ancyra , a city inhabited 

by 
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by chriftians, and he fummoned it to Surrender, promifing tn 

fave it, if the inhabitants would immediately open their 
gates to his army. This he did at the rzquzb of Ayub 0 r Job 
the patriarch of Jntioch, who being a particular favourite 
with the calift', accompanied him in this campaign. The 
inhabitants of Ancyra rejedted the condition and the city was 
taken, and levelled with the ground. The califf then inarched 
to Tarfus , and from thence into Phrygia pointing his march 
all along to Amorium , which the Greek emperor was ex- 
Story of a tremely defirous of faving. Theophilus 


Moflem Doryl 

lady. 


about three days journey from Amorium . and 

‘ ’ 1 the Moth ..’ 


The ca- 

liff’s fuc- 

ceflesi 


a man of vaft knowledge and experience in war, and other 
of his generals endeavoured to diffuade him from this refolu- 
tion, on account of the fuperior numbers and difcipline of 
the califfs troops; butTheophilus obftinately perfifting in his 
purpofe, a battle enfued. The califf, by this time,had been 
rejoined by the right and left wings of his army, and he fent 
out ten thoufand Turks who were in his fervice to fkirmifli 
with the Chriftians, and to harrafs them, till he could colleft 
his forces, and make the proper difpofitions for an engage¬ 
ment Some days were fpent by the two armies in endea¬ 
vouring to get the ground,and other advantages of each other, 
but at Taft, a general battle was fought at Dezyjnenum. At 
iirft the Greeks obtained the advantage, but their purfuitwas 
interrupted, by the Turkijh archers, who obliged them to 
retreat in their turn. This might have been followed by a 
total rout of the Greek troops and the death, or at leaft the 
captivity, of the emperor, had not a body of Perficns in the 
Greek pay, thrown themfelves round his perfon, and enabled 
him to make an orderly retreat. Upon the whole, it might 
He takes have been looked upon as a drawn battle had not the califf 
Amcrium, opend to himfelf the way to before Amorium the great objeft 

of his revenge and ambition, with the lofs of thirty thou¬ 
fand of his enemies, who were killed in the battle of Dezy - 


menum. 

The feige of Amorium however, proved a matter of greater 
difficulty, than the califf perhaps had forefeen, apd laftedfor 
jifty five days, but at laft the place was betrayed by aChriftian 
renegade, and Motafem , exafperated by the lofles he had 
met with, and the cruelty of the Greek emperor, deftroyed 
the city, after killing the males, and carrying the women 
and children into captivity. One reflection on this bead 
may be proper, which is, that the beft of the Moftems were 
no other than humane butchers; and that in fadt they did 
not look upon their enemies, as being of the fame fpecies 
'with themfelves. Al Motafem , who in this war put in cold 
blood fo many thoufands to death, ufed to be celebrated for 
his clemency, and yet this clement califf could cooly cut 

the throats of thoufands of his fellow creatures. _ 
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The fie ee o(Arnorinmbe\ng finifhcd,the cal iff returned home He re- 
thirty thoufandprifoners,which was equal to the number turn* 
Tthofe he had put to fwora, when that place was taken, home. 

? his march homewards, his troops, as often happens in 

fhecaftern countries, could find no water, and that diftrefs 

Le the chriftian priloners an opportunity of endeavouring 
f„ deliver themfelves from captivity, by rebellini aearnft 
his power, upon which the califf ordered fixthoufand of them 
to be put to the fword. The califf perhaps was four'd, at 

this time, by the difee. „ 

his nephew Al Abbas, fon of the late califf to the throne. 

Some of his Officers were engaged in this confpiracy, which Confpira- 

thev propofed to effect, by putting to death the califf’s two cy againft 

generals, Afsbin , and AJhal. But the plot being difeovered, him. 

VAbbas was thrown into prifon, where by the califf’s exprefs Hej. cc*. 

command, he perilhed thro’ thirff. This confpiracy was 

followed by a rebellion, which one Baraba the fon of Karan , 

raifed in Tabrejlran , but tho’ the rebel was very ftrong, he 

was defeated, by Abdallah, the fon of the great Taber, the 

hereditary Governor of Kora/an ; and taken prifoner; and 

being fent in chains to the califf, he ordered him to be whipt 

to death, which was accordingly executed. Thofe cruel 

executions did not put a ftop to the conspiracies againft th 


He was accufed of correfponding 
icularlv of exciting Maziair . the 


a v — j — j q - - 

califf. Even his favourite general Afsbin, the Turk , was 
engaged in a plot to dethrone him. It was difeovered, that this 
great 3 general was a real idolater; and that he actually 
had certain little idols in .his houfe. This no doubt 
accelerated his fate, notwithffandingthe prodigious fervices 

he had done to the califf. u ...‘ J: "~ 

with other traitors, and par 

governor o iTabrrfan to rebel. Upon this by thecahtt's orders 
he was put to death, and his body expofed upon a gibbet, 
along with that of Babcc ,whom he had foglorioufly fubdu’d, 

in Baraba. 

Notwithftanding all thofe feverities, and executions, Al 
Motafe?n y if we are to believe the Mojlem hiftorians, was a 
miracle of mercy, and undoubtedly he was one of the moft 
amiable princes, that ever made profeffion of the faith of 


•m put 


Motaft 


a bigot; he 


-- j - f r \ • 1 1 I 1 

adhered ftri&ly to the maxims of his brother the late calirr, 
and endeavoured to root out enthufiafm, by deftroying the 
opinion of the eternal exiftence of the koran ; which was fo Rell v; on 
dear to all true Mojlems. He likewife gave great fcandal to of t £ e ca . 
his fubje&s, by being the profefled patron, and friend, of the ]ift ; 

/^i • n • TT__nil fVinit* nnrl fKptr mfri irrlie 
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converts. AChriftian bifhop 


patriai 

miflionaries \n\.oAfnca,t.o make 

banifhed 


in the ..ars 


of Etbiob 



Ihelter in the Mojli 
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and upon the king’s return the bi(hop was reitored to his 

r o- -. L —.i- But the higheft proof. wh, '' h 
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,, this califF gave, of his defpifing- Mahometifm,,. was }, 


cian. 


treatment of his phyfician Salmawiyah , who was 
Chrittian. Salmawiyah being taken ill, was vifited hv 
the califF, who finding him patt recovery, afked hiin 
with tears in his eyes, who was to, fucceed him, as his 
Death 0 f phyfician. That impertinent fool Tahya^ anfwered, Salma. 
his phyfi- 1 " i y a K but take none of the fellows compound prefcriptions. 
cian * By this ex P re ffi° n it appears, as if Scilmawiyah , had been 

ho great friend to the chymical fyftem of phyfic, which was 
beginning then to be greatly in vogue amongft the Arabs'* 
When Salmawiyah died, the grief of Al Motafem was not 
only exceflive jbut extravagant. He declared that Sabnawwh’s 
1 fkill had been the preferver of his life, and that he was fure 
he could not long furvive him. He ever faffed all thedayof 
Salmawiyab’s death, and ordered the funeral fervice to be 
performed in his own prefence over the body after the 


Tahya, it 


raster. 


after, he died of a fever at Samarra, 
is age* after a reign of height years and, 

- ^11 « 1 « • n • 1 « 


The ca- chrittian ritual, with perfumes, and candles. Tahya, it 
liff’sdeath Feems did fucceed Salmawiyah , to the poft of phyfician to 
and cha- the califF, but not to his abilities and knowledge of his 
raster. matters conftitution; for by altering the regimen which 

had been obferved by Salmawiyah the califF’s health declined, 
and in a few months after, he died of a fever at Samarra , 
in the 49 th year of his age* after a reign of height years and, 
eight months. At the time of his death, he is faid to have 
been matter of eight tlioufand flavcs, eight thoufand million 
of dinars, and eighty thoufand dirhens, and having been born 
in the eighth month of the year,all thofecircumttancescoin- 
cided, in procuring him from his fubje&s; the name of the 
Octave ; or the eight. 

Al Motafem in his perfon, like the other princes of the 
Iioufe of Al Abbas, was very handfome. His hair was red, 
his beard long* and his chett very full. His bodily ftrength 
xvasfo great, that we are told he could raife* and carry about 
with him, a weight of one thoufand pounds. With regard 
to his ceconomy, what is recorded of it is abfolutely incre¬ 
dible ; for we are told, he had no fewer than an hundred 
and thirty thoufand pyed horfes in his ftables at Samarra,th&, 
city which he had pitched upon to be the capital of his empire 
inftead of Bagdad’, with the inhabitants of which, he was 
Greatly out of humour. We are farther told that refolving 

O * * _ _ - J J 4 - % 


to raifea terras, on which he intended to build a cattle that 
fhould command all Samarra , lie ordered that every one or his 
horfes, inttcad of a bag of oats, as was ufual in that country, 
His msg- to have a bag of earth, tyed about his neck; and thofebags 
nificence, when empty’d ill the middleof the city formed the terras,on 

which he built his cattle. Equally incredible things are 
told of the attendants upon his court in which he is faid to 
haveentertaind fifty thoufand boys. But, in fail, we can pro¬ 
nounce nothing to be incredible on account of its extrava¬ 
gance about a prince, who had power and wealth enough to 
. gratify almoft evefy wifli he could conceive. 


Thai 
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Motafc 


PC! 


we 
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. nccefiariiy believe, from thepreference that was given 
fm bv the late califf even over his own fon ; as well as by 

rhercircumftances, related of him by good authors. Having an d d ei 

one day loft his attendants, he happened to come tip with an me ncy. 

,, w hofe als had funk beneath her load of thorns, 

id the old man being unable toaffift himfelf, the califf bent' 

J- fhoulder to the afs, and raifed him up ; and afterwards 
made the old man a prefent of four thpufand dinars. We 
® told likcwife, that. Motafem • was the firfh califf who 
defin’d' himfelf To by^the grace bf God; and it is by no 
means improbable, that chriftian princes,'from him adopted 
the fame title; as their fubjects did many other words and 

ufages, then common to the Mojlems. • 

We cannot take our leave of this-reign without one general 

obfervation, which is, that the Chriftians of Europe during 
this period were mere barbarians* and that had it not been 
for the court of the califat, all learning’arid politenefs, riiuft. 


Afia 


Charles the 


General 


iinv^ uvwi .w,- --- - , . . . * • * . vjciicrai 

Great with all his power and conquefts; was a bigot in his obferv ^ 
principles, barbarous in his manner and •inhuman m his t j on 
practices. His fon and fucceffors, were weak, and ignorant 
beyond all conception, and the whole Qhriftian world, was 
this time over run with the rrioft defpicable fuperftition 

1 • _ TThe ^ /JLl i/jp /V»nnr»rt-p^ 


and ignorance. - . , 

the pillars of literature, and however uncouth the manners 

of the Moflems mayfecm to the preferitage, there certainly 
reigned among them, an opennefs, and magnanimity, and a 
fpecies of politenefs, that was peculiarity their own, and 
therefore inimitable. A Motafem during his reign, governed 
by a firft minifter, who was his fecretary offtate, and cer¬ 
tain Turks pofleffed fome of the chief poits of his court and 

army. 


A1 Watheck Biilah, the ninth califf of the houfe 

Al Abbas. 



T HIS great prince, was the fon of Al Motafem, and K . 

his mother was a Greek. The period in which he A £ g f 

lived, was fo critical, that it is to be lamented, the ac- * * * * 

counts of it that have come to our hands are fo lame. We 

know however> that he was raifed to the Adoflem throne, in 

the year of the Hejra twoliundred and twenty eight, which 

anfwers to our years of God eight hundred and thirty-three. 

Perhaps, this defective information is owing to the import- 

antfeenes of attion in which he was engaged ; which pre- Defers oi 

vented him from keeping about him,as his immediate predecef- Al Wa- 

fors had done, men of learning and of genius. Pie however, tbeck s 

trod hiflory. 
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•trod in their fteps, in all other refpe&s, and copied after 
the amiable Al Mamun , in his deteftation of fuperftition 
and bigotry; which he perhaps carried too far, becaufc 
we are informed his pcrfecution of the Sonnites was very 
violent. He was humane and beneficent to the defeendants 

of the houfeof Ali , and in the beginning of his reign, one 
of his generals. Raja, the fon of Ayub , or Job fuppreffed a 
rebellion of the Katjians , at Datna/cus , and ftruclc off the 
heads of fifteen hundred rebels there. 

Though the hiftory of this califf is fo uncertain, that 
we cannot pronounce any thing decifive concerning it, yet 
it appears extreamly probable that he refumed the thoughts 
of averting his right to the Modem conquefts in Europe, 
One author informs us that he fitted out a naval power, 
with which he made a defeent upon Sicily, took Mejfma ., 
and made a conqucft of that ifland. Others attribute that 
conqueft to the Modems of Africa, who were commanded 
by the defeendants of Aglab, whom we have already men¬ 
tioned. Be this as it will, it is certain, that the Normans , 
who were then beginning to make a great figure in Europe, 
attempted to difpoflefs Abdalrahman the weitern califf of 
Spain ; but they were repulfed both at Cadiz and Seville , and 
being driven by the Modems to Lijbon , they were obliged 
to abandon the whole country. 

Character As to Al JVathek , he pofleflcd all the great and fhining 
of AllCa- qualifications of the family of Al Abbas, was himfelf an ex¬ 
cellent poet, padionately fond of feience and literature, the 
patron of all men of knowledge, and what exceeds all his 
other praifes, he was fo charitable, that during his reign 
fcarcely a beggar was to be found throughout all his vaft 
dominions. He is laid indeed, to have been a little credu¬ 
lous, and to have believed in aftrology, fo much that his 
horofeope was caft, and he was allured, though in fad he 
was within ten days of his death, that his reign Ihould laft 
fifty years. He endeavoured, like his two immediate pre- 
deceffors, to root out from the minds of his fubjeds, the 
grofs ideas of the eternity of the koran, and the corporal 
entertainments, which they were to have with God in the 
next life. But this was of no iervice to the tranquility of 
his reign. He was confidered, as fchifmatic, and a dodor, 
one Al Korai, who was confidered as an orthodox Mojlem, 
and took upon tiimfelf the title of the preferver of prophetic 
traditions, entered into a confpiracy to dethrone him. 1 he 
confpiracy, which was formed at Bagdad, being difeovered 
by the governor of that city, Al Korai was feized in his own 
houfe, and lent priloner to Al JVathek, who was then at 
Sammarra, which for fome time had been the feat of the 
califat. Al JVathek looking upon enthufiafm to be the worit 
of treafons againft his government, prefi'ed the trayttfr to 
declare his opinion concerning the eternity of the koran, 

but without charging him with the confpiracy. The doc¬ 
tor, 


tick. 
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tor) infixed upon the orthodoxy of that do&rine, anti refuf-. 
j ng obftinately to renounce it, the cal iff, with one blow of 
bis fcymeter, fevered his head from his body. Perhaps his 
zeal againft fuperftition reached too far, and , led him into 
cruelty. Mahomet, his vizir or fiiftmlnifter, knowing how 
greatly he detefted, the principles of the Sonnites, was ex- 
cefiively rigorous agairrft them ; and in fail Al Wathck dif- fjls at- 
covered a much greater friendfhip for the Chriftians* than tachment 
he did for the orthodox Mojlems. In the two hundred * 0 ^ 

and thirty-Hrft year of the Hejra, he fettled a cartel with Ch/iffnns 
the emperor of the Greeks , and redeemed four thoiifand 
four hundred and ftxty men, and eight hundred women, be- 
lides one hundred of his allies, out of captivity. But a 
mifunderftanding, foon after arifing between him, and the 
Greek emperor, he invaded, but without fuccefs, the im¬ 
perial territories; for we are told, that he was driven back 
with lofs. He was in all other refpedfs, an excellent prince; 
he propofed Al Mamun for the model of his government* 
and he imitated him in his feverities againft thofe who 
maintained the eternity of the koran. His death is Arid by 
iometo have been occalioncd by exceffive venery, and mak¬ 
ing ufe of provocatives in his drink. Others fay, that be¬ 
ing troubled with the dropfy, he went into a bath, where 
he was fuffocated, after a reign of near fix years. He is 
reported to have fomething remarkably terrible about his 
eyes, and that, when hiscorpfe was laid out, a Lizard crept 
from the garden to his bedchamber, and unperceived pluckt 
them out and devoured them. His complexion was fair, 
his cheft was very full, and he was of a middling ftature. 

His chief failings were his belief in aftrologv, his immoderate 
Jove of women, and his perlecuting thofe who differed 
from him in religious points. He was, at the time of his 
death, about thirty-two years of age. 


Al Motawakkel the tenth califf of the houfe of 

Al Abbas. 


T hough ai 

be too voi ng t< 


JL oe too yomg to tucccca mm ; anu me cnier men 01 
hiscourt, which was held at Somarra , recognized his bro- 


Al Mbtavjakk 


then about twenty- 


Succeded 
by A‘AVo\ 

lavjakkth 


fix years of age. His election was chiefly brought about by 
IVaJif the general of a body of TurJdfh mercenaries, cOn- 
fifhng of about ten thoufand, who had bees taken into pay 
by Al Mctafem , and ferved as a bodyguard to the califfs. 
This gave JVafif fo decifiVe an influence in the Choice of a 
califf, that the other chief officers* civil aiid: military, were 


obliged to concur in his nomination. 

Vot. VI. B b 


Motawahkcl 


gan 
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gan his reign by removing the governor of Egypt from his 
poff, which he conferred upon one of his own friends called 
Anbah. He then punifhed with the moft cruel death M ** 
hornet , who had been vizir, or prime minifter, in the late 

reign; and had been guilty of fome indecencies towards 
him. This vizir is laid to have been a worthlefs proud 
man, but he can fcareely be thought to have deferved the 
death he fuffered, which was that of being (hut ud in a 
hot ftove, full of iron fpikes. 

The califf Al Motawakkel was wife enough to perceive the diftra&ions 
favours Q f the ] a te califats, which chiefly arofe, from the persecution 
the houfe 0 f the Sonnites, and the unfettled ftate of the fuccelHon.To 
of All. remedy the firft of thofe evils, he ffopt the perfecution ofthe 

Sonnites,and declared himfelf a profeffed enemy of the houfe 
of Ali. He laid feveral penalties onfuchof his fubje&s as 
went in pilgrimages to Alt’s tomb, and he not only razed to 
the ground the monument of Hofein Al Alt’s fon, but drew 
a piece of water over it, but the ftaunch Sbjits, who held 
the name of Ali and his family in the utmoft veneration 

pretended the water was fo refpe&ful, that it would not 
approach the tomb of Hofein , but kept at an awful diftance 
from it. 

The fuc- Al Motaivakkel had three fons. He declared the eldeft 
ceffion fet called AlMontafer , to be his fucceffor j he was to be fucceeded 
tied. by his feeond fon Al Motaz , and upon his death, his third 

fen, Al Moivaiad , was to fucceed. He likewife afiigned them 
-all different governments. To Al Montafer he gave Africa, 
Kinnifrin , Syria, Mefopotamia , all Arabia , India, Cufa , with 
many other rich provinces. To Al Motaz, he gave Korafan, 
Perfia, Tabejlran, Armenia , and Adherbijan . And to Al 
Moawaiad , he gave Damafcus , Heim , Palcjline , and Al Or dan. 
The califf at the fame time made each of his fons a prefent 
of two ftandards, one white, and the other black, whichwas 
to be carried before them; being the badges to diftinguifii 
them, as the heirs of the califat. From what has been faid, 
with regard to this califf’s fons, the reader may eafily per¬ 
ceive, that his hiftory is very confufed ; lince, he muft have 
feigned feveral years before they could-be of age to undertake 
the governments he gave them. Neither is it cafy to account 
for tire manner in which they held thofe governments, as 
' we find other governors appointed by the califf to the fame 

provinces. 

Rebellion Five years after Al Motawakkel’s acceffion, hefentone Jw/i/i 
in America or Jofepb , to govern Armenia , and Adherbijan. This perloii 

feizd one Bokrat, an Armenian nobleman of great eminence, 
and fent him prifoner to the califf; and this produced a re¬ 
bellion, in the Armenian nobility, which ended in the defeat 
and death of Tufef. The califf upon this immediately 
ordered one Boga, a Turkifh general in his pay to maich 
againff the rebels, \Vhich he did with fuch fuccefs, that he 

killed thirty thoufand, and made a vaft number of them pri- 

foners 
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foncrs. After that, Sega marched to TeJUs, the chief city of 
Georgia* which had* been very instrumental in abetting the 
rebellion, and burnt it to the ground with fifty thoufand of 
its inhabitants. Next year, or loon after, the city of Da- The 
matar in Egypt, was plundered or burnt by the Greeks, who Greeks 
arefaid to have invaded that, country with .no fewer than plunder 
inn fhips; and then they deftroyed Mofer .in their return and bum 

But, as they kept none of their conqudb* thecaliffi)«^W«o 


home. 

jl Motaivakkel , 

before an open town, 
land and the river* one 


a 


.nd repaird J ‘Oamiata^ which was 
nd rendered it both towards the 


of the 


ftrongeft 


places in the 


fall. - . ; ... '' • . 

This cal iff was far from being fo indulgent, as .the laft Great pef* 
three of his predeceffors were, .to the Chriftians. He ordered fecutionof 


both them and 


J 


fh them from the Mo fit 
. # _ «/ 


that they flioujd pajnt their , ...^ 

hogs, apes, and other defpic.able animals. 'This feverityJs 
laid to have beonoccafioned by the imprudence of t he. cal ids 
phyfician Backtijhua , a Chridian, which feemstohave been 
the common name of all the phyficians of that court . This 
Backtijhua y^as reported to be fo rich, that the califf willing 
>n. he convinced, of die truth, oaid him a vidtl and 


nificence with 


Backtijh 


vaft 



fore ordered his effe&s to .be fealed up, and divefted hirii 
of all his riches : a puniftiment which He is faid to have 
deferved, by his pride and infolerice during his prof- 
perity- . .• .. , 

Al Motaivakkel a&ed with much more generofity, tho’ 

Hardly with lefs feyerit.y, to another Chridian phyfician, a Chrif- 
whofe name was Honein. This perfon was-born a fubjeft tian phy 
to the cal iff, and his father was an apothecary in the city of fician 
llira.- Poflefiing ah infatiable third after knowledge in his 
profefiioji, Honein firffc dudied. under Tahya , an eminent 
phyfician of Bagdad , but being difgufted with him he redded 
two vears.in Greece , where he collected a noble library, and 

language* He thentra- 


Greek 


Bafy 


thence, caroe to Bagdad , where his reputation was fo greatj 
that Al Motaivakkel had the curiofity to fee him, and was 
fo charm’d \yith his company, that he determined to take Hini 
into particular confidence. He had, however, fome appre- 
henfion lead: Honein fhould be a fpy for the Greek emperor* 
andtoprove’Him thoroughly, the califf ordered him to prepare 
poifon, fo ftrong and fo fubtle, as to kill a certain perfofi- 
whom he named, without the lead fufpicion of his haVihg 
had foul play for his life. Honein had generofity enough, 
to refufe to be concerned in fo murderous an affair; upon 
which, the califf threw him into pfifon for twelve months. 


threatened 
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immediate death, if he did not comply with his order .Bondi 
had conftancy enough to be proof againft the moil terrible 
menaces, and told the califf, that the duties of his profeflion 

’ health ~ J — ‘ J - /1 


led him to iludy 
mankind. This 


not the deftruftion 

• • t . . * 


o 


Who is 

extremely 


s 


confidence of the califf, who orderd him to be drefled i na 
magnificent robe, and fettled upon him a penfion of about 

35,000 1 fterling a year. Being thus thoroughly reconciled 

to Honein , he frankly aficed him his motives for his conduit; 
and Honein^ to what he had faid before, added, that his religion 
as a Chriftian, commanded him to do good even to his 
honoured enemies. This partiality however in favour of one Chriftian 
by the’ did not influence the general tenour of Al Motawakhl 

califf. J condudt; for he had forbid all Jews and Chriftians of his 

dominions, to make ufe either of horfes, or of ftirrups, and 
confined them to ride on affes, or mules. Even his favourite 
Honein , feems at laft to have fallen under his difplealure. 
He was by one Tifuri , another Chriftian, accufed of being 
irreligious, and prophane, and this charge went fo far, 
that Honein was excommunicated by the Chriftian clergy. 
He is faid to-have died in a few days after under thisdif- 
grace, and to have haftened his death by poifon. This 
great phyfician is celebrated for having founded an excellent 
fchool of pbyfic. He tranflated the works of Euclid , and 
Ptolemy ; and, according to fome, of Galen, znA Hipocrates \ 
tho’ others fay, that they were tranflated by his fchollars. 
Several of his works, and thofe of his friends and defeend* 
ants, many of whom were eminent phyficians, are now in 
the French king’s library. 

About the year of the Hejra 241, the war broke out with 
great fury between the Mojlems and the Greeks \ who took 
the city of Amorica , and carried the inhabitants into captivity. 
Next year the Imperialifts advanced zgzinft Sa?nafata, which 
they befieged, but on the third day of the liege, the Mojlrn 
arrifon furprized them ina Tally, during the time of divine 
ervice, and obliged them to retreat to A undo, in Armenia ; 
and from thence home: but not till they Had carried off 
ten thoufand of the califf’^ fubjc&s prisoners. All 
about the fame time, was moft dreadfully affli&ed by earth¬ 
quakes. One is particularly mentioned to have happened 
at Komcs in 'Tabejlran , which deftroyed a vaft number of 
towns, and villages, with forty five thoufand of the inha¬ 
bitants. The like calamities, were felt all -over Syria, Perfta , 
Korafan , and Arabia j ^nd almoft all the inhabitants of the 
city of Laodicea were deftroyed. Mountains were [unk, 
with moft dreadful noifes and ruin in the fea. The city of 
Bagdad itfelf was in danger of being overthrown. Whole 
rivers were dried up, or vanilhed, and the drought at Mecca 
was fuch, that no- water was to be had, under the rate of 
one Hundred dirhems a bottle. _, 


War with 

th eGreeki. 
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Thofe dreadful calamities which extended over the whole The feat 



thro' ure iiiauuiiaiy ciiiu uuiuuuy ui uuuiors, to give _ w 

reader any precife defcription of the affairs of the califat, at 
this time. We know however in general, that a prodigious 
degeneracy of manners prevailed both at court, and amongft 
the people. The immenfe riches of the califf, with the 
natural delicacy, and luxury, which reigned in his countries, 
corrupted his court; and the inconftancy, the enthufiaim, 
and the rebellious difpofition of his people, had introduced 
anew fet of maxims into his government. He did not, like 
his wife psedeceflors, confider himfelf as the father, but as 
the matter, of his people j and he fought to rule them, by a 
{landing army of Turks, whom he took into his pay, and 
who foon deftroyed the authority of their matters. For foon 
after he came to Damafcus, his Turkish guards mutinied for 
want of pay; and this, with a diflike he had conceived to the 
inhabitants of that city, determined him to abandon it, but he 
returned to Samorra after a fhortftay of about two months at 
Damafcus. At the fame time, he put a flop to feveral mag¬ 
nificent buildings which he had given orders to ereX for the 
reception of his wealth and treafures* all which he retained at 
Smarra. But his feverity againft the houfe of Mi ftill con¬ 
tinued,and he ordered- 4 / Sekkit , one of the beft general fcholars 
or philologers in his dominions, to be put to death for ef- 
poufing that intereft. 

The connexions between the eaftern and the weftern Hiftory of 
Mojlems ftill continued, and in conjunXion they made frefh the weft- 
defeents upon the ifland of Scicily where they cut in pieces eri; Mof~ 

• •’ " ’ 0 *‘'' - ' Cafi, ~ ■ - . J 


Erma ,with its cattle and territory. At the fame tithe, they took 

Soon after they 


and fortified other places of the ifland. 


ers of Ragufc 
reigned with 
other works 


Sp 


and its neighbourhood, with a tafte and magnificence far 
fuperior to any thing which that age produced amongft the 
Chriftians. He died about the 238th year of the Hejra, after 
reigning above thirty one years, and he left behind him forty 
five foils, and forty two daughters, being fucceeded by his 
eldeft fon Mahomet . A rebellion was raifed againft this 
prince, which was fupported by Ordonius the fon of Rani mir> 
king of Galicia . Mahomet however gave him a total defeat 
near Toledo , killing feven thoufand Mojlems, and eight thou- 
fand Chriftians. He ordered the heads of the prifoners he 
took, for the moft part, to be cut off; and fent fome over 
to dfrica, and fome to the fea coafts, as the memorials of 
hisviXojry. After that, he placed garrifons in Car it a. Tala - 
vera , and Calatrava, and obtained feveral other advantages 


againft the Chriftian 


a 


rebellious Mojlems 
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iH.ll refilled to open her gates to Mahomet, whole gen 
Maunder , laid its territory and neighbourhood watte 

very gates of that city, with prodigious diftru&ion. 

Toletans however obliged them to retire, and thev at 


The 


convemencies 


Talavera , but where repulfed with the lofs of feven hundred, 
and a great many prifoners. After this Mahomet advanced in 
perfon and laid, a lormal liege to Toledo, which fubmittedto 
him upon favourable terms, but not till he had deftroyed 
the noble bridge over the Tago. But the Normans , who 
werecompofed of the inhabitants of the north parts of Europe 
and of France in general^ (being no longer awed by Cbar- 
lemaln), became now the beft troops in Europe. Having vaft 

for (hip-building, they cruifed upon the 
maritime provinces, in fleets of fifty or fixty (hips, each 
carrying about one hundred men, every where committing 
trail devafrations, and plundering wherever they came. Hav¬ 
ing fubdiied France to the very gates of Parish they ravaged 
the coafts of Spain while Mahotnet was employed in reduc¬ 
ing the city of Toledo, and patting over to Africa-, they plun¬ 
dered that coaft, and returning to Spain pall a whole winter 
in the maritime provinces there, but Mahomet ; and his ge¬ 
nerals made fo good a head a gain ft them, that they were un¬ 
able td make any fettlementin Spain, and upon their return 
to France', Mahomet invaded Navarre, and took feveral im- 

Theircon portant fortrefles'in that Country, laying waft? the territory 

• ^ . I . . i .A . t Jt £\ • . * •• _ _1_!~L L i 

ne&ion about 

with the the neareft communication with Sp 
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Pampahma. As the African provinces, which had 
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pattern. 

califf. 


E urop 


Mahomet 


lhare in all the 
inftrumental in 


I * • 


The 


the Greek church concerning image worfln'p, were not only 

% \ i i • • a i a y v » * 


Impru- . 

theChrif- difagreeable, but even alarmine to Al Motawakkcl 
pans. 


The 


S 


Theophilus 

i » 2 # 1 

ra£rifed image-worlhip j and Soph 


of Alexandria , with Abu Karra, a Chriftian Arab, openly 
addrefled the emperor in defence of it. As thofe two writers 
werefubjedls of the califat, it Was not without reafon, that 
Al Mowatakkel looked' upon their do£lrines as a fpeciesof 
rebellion againft his government, the very foundations of 
which were laid in art abhorrence to all image-worlhip, and 
therefore it is ho wonder if he continued to publilh edicts 
againft them, with great feverity. He even at laft went fo 
far, as to deprive thCrn of the common rights of fubje&s, 
though not with near fuch fanguinary penalties, as hein- 
fli&ed upon the partisans of the houfe of Ali. His feverity, 
however, had the effect of inducing n great number of 
Chriftiansin his dominions, particularlyat Bagdad, to make 

c Vr _ _ _c ^i_ - Air t __ V i- - 4 . . a1 . _• L«. 


Mahometan 


they might 


haye the liberty to carry on trade, by which many of them 
grew immenfely rich. T his perfection of the Chriftians 
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feems to have drawn on a war between the califf and the 
' eror , who advanced into the califat at the head of forty- 
jive thoufand troops j but he was furprized by a body of 
thirty thoufand Arabs , who, according to the Greek writers 
themielves, gave him a total defeat, and would have taken 
him prifoner, had he not been refcued by Manuel his gene¬ 
ral- 

‘ ]} u t Al Motawakkel^ notwithftanding all his glory, was 

unhappy in his family affairs. He had already parted with 

a large {hare of his power to his eldeft fon Al Montafer , 

who made a very bad ufe of the indulgence, and, together 

with his mother, caballed againft him ; but dl Motawakkel , 

behaved in a very improper way to reclaim him. The ca.- 

jiff had himfelf fallen into the abominable pradtice of drink- Ca .b a h a-: 

ing, which at certain times, deprived him of his fenfes, fo 2 a V^ the 

that he adted in a frantic, and often in a cruel, manner cahff. 

to his beft friends. Sometimes, in the midft of their ca- 

rouials, which were always very intemperate, he ordered a 

lion to be brought into the hall where they were feated; fomer 

times he put l'erpents, and fcorpions under their pillows, 

and their feats, that he might have the pleafure, when they 

were bit, to expel the poifon with an alexipharmic, which 

he made ufe of. At other times he put them to cruel deaths* pjj s j rrgu 

and when any one pleaded for mercy, he ufed to tell them, eu i ar j t j e J* 

that mercy was only a weaknefs of the mind. Sometimes L. t 

he ordered his eldeft fon, Al Montafer , to partake in his de- enne f s 

bauches, and when he was overcome with liquor, he ufed 

to upbraid him, in a bitter manner, and beat, and other- 

wife punifli him moft immoderately. All thofe adbs. of 

phrenfy were performed in public, and were attended by. 

the ftr*Migeff deteftation, which all true Moflems had of the. 

califf, both as a fovereign and a father ; not to mention the 

offence they took, at the open violation he was guilty of 

as to their laws and religion. His fecond fon Al Motaz> was 

by him preferred to the fuperintendency of his mints, and 

his name imprefied upon thedirhems, a mark of diftin&ion, 

which feldom ufed to be paid to any other, than the heirs 

apparent of the califat, or thofe who pretended to that dig- 

. • 1 ... I . . ' ' • ‘ 

nity. 

Notwithftanding the many dreadful calamities by earth¬ 
quakes, irruptions* and inundations, that, during this ca- 
liff’s reign, happened in his dominions, yet they were ftill 
extreamly populous. At Bagdad alone, which we may con- 
fider as a city hut lately built, no fewer than eight hundred-, 
thoufand men, and fixty thoufand women, attended to the, 
grave the corpfe of HanbaL a famous Moflem do&or. al- 
ready mentioned, who died there. But even this populouf- He en¬ 
nefs, which was proportionable through all the other parts creafes the 
of the califat, was terrible to a prince which had given numberof 
fuch provocation to his fubjects, as Al Motawakkel had done, the Turks 
He therefore, moft impolitically increafed the number of in his pay, 
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his foreign mercenaries, the Turks , and committed the care 
of his own perfon intirely to them, but managed his ib- 

by his natural born fubjects. His 


reign wars, 

Al Fad! 


Th 




generals 

former, in the year of 


The Mof 
lem hifto- 


the Hejra two hundred and forty fix, which anfwers to that 
of cur Lord eight hundred and lixty, penetrated into the 
imperial territories, from whence he is fa id to have carried 
off feven thoufand prifoners. Al Fad 1 ravaged their coalb 
with a fleet, and Ati penetrated into another part of the 
Imperial dominions, from whence he carried off one thou¬ 
fand head of cattle, and five thoufand prifoners. The date 
ofthofe tranfa£h'ons, however, agree but ill with the Greek 
chronology ; which feems to place thofe events twelve years 
before, but as the Greeks are extreamly inaccurate, we 
thought fit to follow the Modem accounts ; though perhaps 
every thing they relate, as to the fuccefs of the Greeks at this 
time, is far from being to be depended on. 
califf’s arms been attended with a peipetual ftream offuc- 
cefles, which they reprefent them to have been, theyniuft 
have made a conqueft^of the Greek empire, which was far 
from being the cafe. 


For had th 




For 


*y 

enable. 


p _ _ # i other or uncle, gave the Mojlems 

quefti- a moft dreadful defeat, and, according to the Greek writers, 

killed the califf himfelf. But as this laft circumflance is 
evidently falfe, it renders their authority in other refpedis 
juftly queftionable. 

Notwithftanding all the extravagancies of this califf, he 
performed fome populara&s. Hearing of an impoflor, one 
Mahomet , the fon of Faro }, who pretended to be Mofes rifen 
from the dead, and thereby occafioned prodigious difturb* 
A mock ances in the kingdom, he ordered him to be brought »o his 
prophet court, and being convinced of his blafphemies, and ini- 
J>aitinac.ed poftures, be commanded his attendants, by way of cen¬ 
to death. tempt for fuch a mock prophet, to baftinade him to death 

in his prefence. But as to the poor wretches he had de¬ 
luded, he was contented with keeping them in piifon, ’till 
they recovered their fenfes, which the arts of the impoftor 
had deprived them of. Al Motawakkcl like wife repaired, 

exnence. the famous Nilcometer 


e* 


which had been created in the 


Foflal. 


califf So'ymaiij the fon of Ahdalmalac. He likewife greatly 
enlarged Samarra , the place of his refidence, and built near 
it a magnificent palace, and another city, where he iome- 
times refided, and which he called after one of his own 


n ames 


Jaaferia 


But thofe few acts of popularity, were far from ballanc- 
the hatred into which the califf’s vices had brought 


i ng 

him 

favourers of Alt’s memory, to fo inhuman a height, that he 


He had carried the perfecution of the Shuts , and the 


powgrew dcteftable to the public. | 

himfelf from their refentment 
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fakijh ruffians, whom he kept about his perfon. At the A confpi- 
fome time, he was ill advifed enough to ftrip their general, racy 
Uf n f,h. to whom he had given the command of his guards, formed a- 
’ jF .. •* Perji . . . ' • ' • 


upon Fatak his firft: minifter, and this drove the Turk to cabal calift, 

• i 11 fylQYita fc** r* ool ifl* ^ ! ,v __ 7 


This Fatal :, 


it. 


by his name,’ and family, fecrns likewife to have been a 
furlr, and he recommended to the califf’s particular favour 
pne Bagher, a Turk , a man of extraordinary force and 
courage. The calift* having certain intelligence of the ca¬ 
bals that were forming againft him, hearing of oneofthofe 
famous fwords, for which his dominions were fo noted, and 
that it was at Befra , he ordered his governor there to buy 
But the fword being removed into the province of 
Banin, the califf fent thither an agent, who bought the 
(word at the expence of no lefs than ten thotifand dinars. 

It no fooner came to his hand, than he acquainted Fatal-, 
that his intention in buying it, was, to beftow it upon the 
braveft of his TtirkiJ}) officers, who would employ it in his 
defence. Fatak recommended Bagher, and Motavjakkd, 
immediately, to engage him the more to his fervice, en- 
creafed his pay to a vaft fum, and giving him the fword, 
with the compliment of the value he put upon his fervice, 
he enjoined him to employ it in his defence. But the firft 
ufe the ungrateful ruffian made of his fword, was to put 
his mafter to death with it. 

The califf having retired to the palace of Al Jeafaria , between 
there gave himfelf up to all kind of riot, and debabefo, ’till hisfon and 
he contra&ed an afthma, with which his two favourites t h e Turks, 
Fatak , and Abdallah the foil of Yahya , were terribly alarmed. 

The calift’, however trufting to the courage and fidelity, 
of his Turkijh guards, was but little moved by their 
reprefentations, and this confidence deftroyed him, for Al 
Montajer having got Wajif over to his party, at laft formed 
the execrable defign, into which Bagher came, of affaffinat- 
ing his father, in the midft of a debauch, in which he was 
fcconded, by other Turkijh officers, and Bagher in particular, 
befides many of the califf’s own domeftics. A] Montafcr’s 
pretext for this unnatural confpiracy, was founded on the 
frantic conduct of the califf, by which he himfelf was every 
moment in danger of his own life; and the cruelties he 
exercifed upon his fubjedts, particularly upon the defeend- 
ants, and favourers, of the houfe of Ali. 

Thole cabals could 


carried 


to< ome to the ears of Fatak, and Abdallah, the califf’s fa- fiances of 


vourites. Th 


Mont aft 


to go to the mofque, the following Friday, but to fend his 


Motax 
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being what the favourites moil dreaded, they were obliged 

to be a little more explicit, and to allure him that a report 
of his illnefs would occalion feme diforders that might 
prove fatal to his perfon, adidling him by all means to 
(hew himfelf in the mofque, that he might take oft’ all im- 
preflions of that kind. Tire califf followed their advice 
and after performing the fen-ice, he returned to Aljaaferk 
where, furrounded by his judges, and counfellors, He bit¬ 
terly upbraided Al Montafer , and his mother, for their un¬ 
natural defigns, and threatened if they did n$t lay them 
afide, he would proceed againft them to extremities. This 


only ferved to precipitate the 



fate. For a few 


nights after, the califf being engaged in a debauch with a 
number of his companions, All Admit aft r introduced the 
confpirators into the palace ; one of the gates of which had 
been left open by an accomplice for that purpofe. In the 
mean time, Bagher, who probably was the officer of the 
guard then in waiting, under colour of his paft, turned, 
all the cal iff 5 s companions who were drinking with him, 
out of the hall, excepting Fatak , and four others. Soon 
after, the other confpirators rufhed in with their fwords 
drawn, and one of the cal iff’s companions imagining, at 
firft, that it was one of his drunken frolics, called out, that 
that was the night of fwords and feymetars, and not of 
ferpents, .and fcorp.ion?, but feeing Bagber a at the head of 
the confpirators, with his fworcl, that had been prefented 
him by the califf, in his hand, drawn, they foon difeover- 
ed their murderous intentions. Al Motawakkel, receiving a 
cut upon fhe (boulders, called out to the affaffin who gave 
it, “ be quiet, God put off thy hand,” and endeavoured 
to put himfelf in a pofture of defence. Fatak , at the fame 
time, drew his feymetar, and bravely interpofed in behalf 


of his matter; crying out, “woe be to you, this is the 

Etut finding them bent upon 
O Motawc/kbel r faid he, Twill not furvive 


commander of the faithful, 
the murder. 


thee,” and then invited theni to difpatch him iikewife, 
which they were obliged to do before they could kill the 
califf, and both of them being thus murdered, AlMontafer 
was immediately faluted califf. The Ferftan hiftorians who 
feem to be the beft inftructed in this event, relate a ludi¬ 
crous circumttancc attending it. They tell us that the ca- 
].iff J s buffoon, having hid himfelf up.on the confpirators 
entering the hall, and finding he was likely to be difeovered, 
cried out in immitation of Fatak, O Al Moiaivakkel , I 
fhou.ld fie extreamly glad to furvive you. This califf was 
murdered when he Was about forty years of age, and in 
the fifteenth of h.is reign. 

Al'Motawakkcl inherited many of the virtues of his family, 

though in the latter part of his reign he drowned them by 

intemperance. In his perfon he was tall and thin, but his 

face was handfomc, and his eyes were large. Like Al Ma- 

miffli 
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irM, he was a great encourager of learned men, but found 
fbme difficulty to bring the Greeks to his court, on account 
of the jealoufy of the Greek emperors, who prevented them; 
becaufe they were unwilling that the Mojleim fhould make 
any acquifitions in ^literature. We have already ieen the 
feafon of the califf’s averfion for the Chriftians, and that 
was chiefly, if not entirely owing to the idolatry that fo 
-nofsly prevailed amongff them. A great number of pro- 
^jaiesj or rather what the credulous Mojlems looked upon 
^prodigies, diftinguifhed his reign; for we cannot con- 
iider the earthquakes, the removal of mountains, the fink¬ 
ing of hills, and the alteration of the courfe of rivers, and 

the like calamities, as being any way fupernatural. But 

nothing can evince the credulity of the Mojlems better than 

what they tell us, as one of the greateft portents of this 

reign of prodigies'. For we are informed that a bird, in the 

hearing of the people, called out forty times from a tree, 

pn which it was perched, “ ferve and fear God, God, AMoflem 

God,” and returning feyeral times, repeated the famewords<, impoflure 

Though it is plain, that nothing is eafier than to inftrudt ‘ 

birds to ufe fuch forms of fpeech, and though it is more 

than probable, that this bird had efcaped from fome Chrift- 

ian mailer, yet the words he pronounced were looked 

upon to he : fo miraculous, that M Motawakkel had the cu- 

riofity in perfon to examine above five hundred people who 

heard them pronounced. The like obfervations may be 

made, upon other prodigies of this reign, which we now 

take our leave of. \j • • 

a * 

1 



• \ 


+ % 


A 1 Montafer the eleventh taliff 

A 1 Abbas. • 



the houfe vf 


b * 


T HOUGH this prince was well known to have been -r M 

at the head of the confpiracy in which his father fell, r j enies 
yet he was at great pains to deny and difguife the fa<ff.-(; *• _, 

,4s foon as he was proclaimed califf, he affembled together $ 

the chief officers of his court, and the inhabitants of Jaa - h{g ^ 
jarla, and in a formal declaration, which was read by • ^ >s 
Ahmed, one of his fecretaries, he ftrongly difclaimed his V ^ 
being acceffary to his father’s death, which he laid upon 
Fatak, whom he faid he had p,unifhed with death upon that 
account. This diffimulation alarmed the Turkijh officers, 
who had been executioners of that murder, and, after hold¬ 
ing a confutation amongff themfelves, they determined to 
oblige the califf to deprive his two brothers of their rights 
of fucceffion to the califat. This they inflfted upon not 



38 ° 


A GEN 


HISTO 


He is 
forced to 
alter the 
fucceffion. 


only as a fecurity to themfelves in cafe of the califFs death' 
but becaufe they knew it would weaken theintereft ofthofe 
princes, even in his life time. They accordingly laid theit 
demands before the califf, who now was too fenfible of theit 
power, to deny them any thing; and the two brothers u n - 
derftanding what had happened, for their own fafety,thouphi 
proper to offer to the califf a voluntary refignation of all 
their right offuccefiion to the empire. This generous con¬ 
duct, which was as neceflary for the califf as for their own 
fafety, touched Al Montafer fo much that he is faid to have 
reproached the Turkijh officers, even in the prefence of his 
brothers, with what they had obliged him to do. He even 
was compelled to acquaint Mahomet, the grand fon of the 
great Taber , and at that time governor of Bagdad, that his 
two brothers, fenfible of their incapacity for ruling fo great 
an empire, had voluntarily defired torefign their rights; he 
notified the fame to all the governors of his provinces, and 
the other great man of his empire. 

Al Montafer : finding himfelf no better than the Have of 

infol 


His re- 
morfe. 


his own infolent mercenaries, and flung with remorfe for 
what he had done, and haunted by terrifying dreams, ap¬ 
plied to a friend, Abdallah the fon of Amra, who coun¬ 
selled him to divert his melancholy by enjoying the plea- 
fures of life. But a wounded confcience is not to be cured 
by fuch purfuits. He obferved one day a piece of very fine 
Perjian tapeflry, which had belonged to his father’s ward¬ 
robe, and in it was wrought the pi&ure of a man in a’royal 
habit, with a diadem, and an infeription in the old Perfic 
language, round his head. Al Montafer , curious to know 
the meaning of the infeription fent for a Perfian , who after 
making fome excufes, at lafl told him, that the infeription 
was, “I am Shiruych the fon of Khofrn Parvix, who mur- 

As the 
Al Mon- 


dered my father, and reigned only fix months, 
ffory of Shhuyeh , was well known to the Mojlcms, 
tafer inftantly applied the words to himfelf ; as indeed did 
moll of his great men, who foretold that his reign would 
death and not be longer than that of Shirnych. The califf’s melan¬ 
choly encreafed, he fancied his father appeared to him in 
his fleep, and threatened him with death and hell fire; and 
at the end of fix months he fell ill of a quinfev, or as others 
fay, a fever, which put an end to his life ; but others, with 
great (hew of probability, fay he was poifoned. 

This califf was but twenty-five years of age at the time 

i 4 « 4 t 11 I f .1 l* 1 I 1 I 1 # f _ 


CiYaracler, 


of his death, and had it not been for the hand he bad in his 
father’s murder, he had virtues to have won the affections 
of his fubjc£ts. Though he is faid to have loved money, yet 
one of his' friends complaining that he had not wherewithal 


to purchafe a beautiful Egytian flave, whom he was paf- 
fionately fond of, Al Montafer , unknown to him. 


bought 


her at a great price, and made a prefent of her to his friend; 

with 
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with a very fine fet of jewels which he gave her as a gift. 
Heeaiedthe Shiites of fome of the hardfhips that had been 
jnfli&ed upon them by his two immediate predeceffors. 
In his perfon he was majeftic and fat; his eyes were large 
and black, and his nolb aquiline. He was by natuie brave 
and juft, and fome fpecimens of his talents in poetry have 
been preferyed to the prefent times. 



A 1 Moftain Billah, the twelfth ceiliff of the houfe o 

Al Abbas. 


T HE courfe of fuccefiion to the califat was fo capri¬ 
cious and uncertain, and fo many princes defcended 
from former califfs, were at this time alive, that the Turks, 
who now governed every thing by the fword, were at no 
lofs to fix upon a fucceflor, with a fpecious title to the ca¬ 
lifat. They pitched upon / ihmed , the grandfon of Al Alo- 
tafrn , who on account of his pliable temper, feemed to be 
fitter than any other for their purpofe. He was very indo- 
lent, and of a difpofition to be governed by thofe who were 
about him, and the Turks refolved to keep pofleflion of his 
perfon. The heads of thofe mercenaries, at this time were 
lfaff, the two Bogus and Bug her, the fame who had put to 
death, Al Motazuakkel. Their power was fo great all over 
the empire, that no competitor durft oppofe Ahmed, who 
took the name of Al Mojlain, by which he is known in 
hiftory, on the day of the acceffion. 

But notwithftanding the power and credit of the Turks, 
they were exrceffively hated by all the true Moflem fubjetfts 
of the califat, and a ftrong party vvas formed in favour of 
AlMotuz, brother to the late calift. He was confidered as 
a facrifice to the pride and tyranny of the Turks, and his be^ 
haviour under his misfortunes had gained him a great many 
friends. Al Mojlain, the day he was raifed to the califat, 
appointed Atamnjh , to be his vizir, or firft minifter, and 
Ahmed to be his fecretary of ftate. But the firft day he ap¬ 
peared in public, clothed in his imperial robes, his guards 
were attacked, by about one hundred foot, and fifty horfe, 
crying out. Long live Al Motaz. The calift’s guards how¬ 
ever, engaged the rebels, and after a fierce encounter, put 
them to the fword, very few elcaping. This infurre&ion 
being fupprefled, the new calift ordered Al Aiotaz, and Al 
Moawaid his brother, to be confined in prifon, but this fe- 
verity was far from reftoring quiet to his government. The 
people were everv where dilcontentcd at it- One Yakub 
role in arms at Snje/lan ,. and the people ot Hems obliged 
the califf’s governor to fly out of their territory. Foreign 
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misfortunes attended thofe domeftic commotions, for in 
249th year of the Hejra, a few months after the califf’s ac- 
ceflion, the . Modems, met with a great defeat from the 
Greek Al..Marj Al AJkof, and the conquerors laid wafte the 
califPs country, or put it under contribution as far as M c . 
fopetamia. ,• t < 

Al Mojlaln continued all thisti.rhe at Saniarra,. a. kind of 
an ilhiftrious prifoner to his Turkijb mercenaries, who ufurp. 
ed all the power, civil as well as military, of the califat. 
This was refented by Atanidjk , the .vizir, who knowing 
how much the Turks were hated throughout the empire, 
advifed his matter to d Heard them, and to, throw himfelf into 
the hands of his natural born fubje£ts. The Twhjh officers 
quickly found that their, credit was declining at court, and 
furring up their foldiers to a mutiny, they murdered the 
vizir with another of the minifters, and rifled the houfeof 

^afif and Boga, 

were at the head of this irifurredtion, and the people of 
Bagdad , who hated them before, no fooner heard of the tra¬ 
gedies that, had been adted than they grew outrageous. 
They broke into and plundered the houfes of all whom they 
conceived to be friends to the Turkijb government, and even, 
thofe of many people of wealth, carrying off vaff quantities 
of effedhs and money, all which they wifely diftribute.d a- 
mongft. their own country troops, to. indemnify them for 
what they fuffered, through the partiality of ,tli.6 govern-; 
ment of the Turks, and to encourage them to protedl' them 
againft their tyranny. Part of thofe troops were quartered 
upon the frontiers, and part in garrifon at Bagdad , and all 
of them v.owed revenge againft the. Turks. . . 

In the mean while, that is, about the 250th year of the 
Hejra, two rebellicn; broke out againft the califf, h.eadedby 
two defeendants of the houfe of All , one called Tahya , who 
rebelled at Gufa, and the other Hafdn, who fec.ured .to him- 


i.m m en fe 


Tabrejh 


The 



Cufa by Mahomet , one of the calm's 
encrals, and his head , was publicly expofed at Samarra. 


Hajan 


Tabrejlati. into a kind of independent 


_ _ _ 7 _ ^ firft he was defeated 

Jiff’s generals, yet he~kept pbfleflion of. .it for nineteen 

He was fucceeded by his brother, who. reigned in the 


years 

fame province for eighteen years. 
Africa , many parts of Perfid. 


The truth is, Egypt 


fplitted into independent governments, and though the feveral 
fovereigns acknowledged the fuperiority of the califf, yet' 
they never obeyed him farther than they thought was con¬ 
fident with their own intereft. The people of Hems, in the 
fame year, after killing A( Fadl the califf’s governor, as he 

was endeavouring to regain his authority, were defeated with 

great daughter, by his fucceffor Mufa^ the fon of Boga, who 

burnt 




OF THE WORLD. $3 

burftt down their city, and filled their territory with their 

Diffen- 
tions a- 
mongfl: 

the Turks, 


dethrone the califf. But before any final refolution, could 
betaken on that head, Bagher 's enemies found means toar- 
rfthim, and they perfuadedthe califf, that the beftway to 
defeat the attempts of his party, was, to put him to death 
which was accordingly done. But this exafpefated the. 
troops, who were in Bagher 's intereft, fo much, that they 
united more firmly than ever, and taking arms, they not on¬ 
ly plundered the imperial city of Samarra , but threatened 
todeftroy the califf in his palace, if Waff, and Bogd, 
whom they looked upon as the author’s of Bagher s death,'' 
were not delivered up to them. Thofe two officers feeing 
the extremity to which they were reduced, became in their 
turns, dependent upon the califf, and advifed him by all 
means, to fuffer them to attend him, in making his efcape 
to Bagdad, where he was fure of being received and being 
powerfully fupported. The califf followed their advice, 
and with difficulty efcaped in a finall bark, but the Turks 
no fooner underftood that he was fafely arrived at Bagdad , 
than they fent a deputation to that city, and promifing that 
if the califf would return to Samarra , they would return 
to their obedience. Mahomet the grandfon of Taker , then 
commanded in Bagdad , but his power and influence were 
fuch, that he was fubjeeff to the califf, no farther than he 
thought proper. He had however, an invincible averfion 
to the Turks , and difmiffed their deputies with the utmoft 
contempt, without even permitting them to have accefs 

to the califF > s prefence. 

The deputies returning to Samarra , reported the unfuc- 
cefsful event of their commiffion, upon which the Turks Who de 
declared Al Mojlain to be diverted of the califat, and they dares 
declared Al Motaz, whom they took out. of prifon, to be Motazc& 
the lawful califf. Ambition prevailed with Al Motaz , to rtff. 
ftifle all refentment againft the Turks , who had been the 
murderers of his father, and the authors of all his own 
misfortunes. He took quiet poffeflion of the throne and 
palace at Samarra , and fent his younger brother Ahmed , if 
we may believe fome of the Modem authors, at the head of 
fifty thoufand men, {though others come far fhoit of that 
number), to beflege the late califat Bagdad. 

Al Mo/lain was in a very difagreeable fituation in that 
city. Mahomet the governor of it, who was in the intereft 
of the houfeof Motawakkcl , had efpoufed his intereft, chief¬ 
ly out of hatred to the Turks, and he defended him from 

the 
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lifat at laft received a blow through their own diffentions. 
tLinv difagreed about the partition of power, they fplit 
L 0 two fadions, one of them headed by WafiJ,\ and the 
idier b v Bagher. Waff had the greateft intereft with the, 
0 ;V:ff k Baeher. with the foldiery, whom he difpofed to 
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the fame motive. Ahmedhavlng formed the fiege of Bagdad 
found himfeif unable to take it; the defence made by 4 
Mojlain was fo vigorous. But Mahomet perceiving that 
Al Mojlain was entirely under the influence of IVafif, and 
Boga, and being (according to fome authors) apprehenfive 
of a defign they had formed to afiaffinate him, found means 
to enter upon the terms of an accommodation with Ahmid, 
Itnow appeared, that Mahomet’s averfion to the Turks arofe 
jll Mojlem chiefly from his jealoufy, leaft they fhould fubvert hisowit 
renounces power. For Al Motaz having, by Ahmed ’, given him a full 
thecalifat aflurance of his being continued governor of Bagdad, gave 

up the intereftof Al Mojlain, and obliged him to renounce 
the califat, and to confent to retire to an honourable pri¬ 
vacy. It likcwife appears, \XxexWafif and Bo*a, obtained 
terms for themlelves, and that IVaftf was retlored to his 
command over the Turkijh troops. This agreement wasfo- 
, lemnly figned and ratified by Al Mojlain, and fubfcribed by 
His death a j| his own judges at Bagdad. Al Mojlain was then fuffer- 

ao “ ed to retire to a magnificent palace in Bafra , but tinder a 

jftri< 5 t confinement. From thence he was removed to Wafet , 
and from thence, according to fome, to Samarra, where he 
was murdered, by the command of AlMotaz\ but upon the 
whole, though it is certain that he was put to death by that 
califf’s order, yet the manner of it, and the perfons by 
whom it was committed, is Hill doubtful. When his head, 
according to the barbarous ufage of that country, was brought 
to Al Motaz, he was playing at chefs, and having finilhed 
his game he viewed it with great delight, but ordered it to 
be buried. 

, ~ Al Mo (lain reigned about four years, and was thirty-two 

cnarac er. at ^ -j me of h j s death. We have little to add, as to his 

character, to what we have already obferved. His greateft 
failing and misfortune appears to have been, his giving 
himleif entirely up to favourites j and it we arc to judge 
by h is defence of Bagdad , he was far from being defti- 
tute of perfonal courage. His afpe£t is faid to have been 
handfome, his perfon fat, and his beard black. 



Al Motaz the thirteenth califf of the houfe oj 

Ai Abbas. 


Succeed¬ 
ed by Al 
Motaz. 


T H E acceffion of Al Motaz to the throne of the califat, 

created a total alteration in his manners and principles. 
He was vounsr, and was reckoned thehandfomeft man in all 

circumftances which undoubtedly 


his 


epe- 


vaft empire, 

rated ftrongly in his favour, elpecially, when the fufferings 

he had undergone were confidered. He is laid to have in¬ 
herited his beauty from his mother Fatima, who was one of 

the 
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the fined women in her time, and for that reafon, wascall- 
by her hufband, Al Moiawakkel, Fatih a, or the Ugly , by 
way of-contraft.. But on the other hand, fhe was immenfely 
covetous, and after h aping up incredible fums of money, 
aiul numbers <?f jewels, fhe buried them by way of precau¬ 
tion, without fuftering them ,to be of ufe either to herfelf 
or to her fon, which.afterwards proved his ruin. 

The attention which. Al Motaz had been obliged to give£j;p or( j er3 
to the fiege of Bagdad, had occafioned prodigious diforders, 0 p the cai 
a ]j 0 ver the califat at the time of his acceffion. It was 

over run by pretenders, and rebels, all of them defcendants 

from the houfe of All. T wo of them were named Al Ha fan. 


V*—- 

mentioned. 


Tabrejlani has been 

declared himfelf califf at Deyl 


and not only defeated the caltff’s forces, who. were fent to 


fubdue him, but made 


* ** 1 
th 


Medina. After 

ftrongly 


tion 


defended through the great number of pilgrims reforting to 
it, he (pent two months before it in vain, and then retired 
to Joda the principle fea- port of the Meccans, from which he 
cut them off; and his parties, at the fame time, infefted the 
roads fo greatly, that a flop was put to all the pilgrimages* 
which were the chief dependance of the Meccans. In a fhort 
time, however, he returned of a fudden, and furprizing a 
vail number of the Meccans affembled for their devo- 
upon mount Arafat, he put fome of them to the 
fword, and obliged others to ranfom themfelves. But we 
underftand that foon after he died, in what manner is not 
mentioned, and his rebellion perifhed with himfelf. 

From this and many other inftances, which happened Begetic- 
about the fame time, it is plain that the degeneracy of the rac y of 
Mojhns was. every day encreafing ; and that many of the na- the Mo/ 
fives, whole anceftors had acquired fomuch glory to them- B;ns. 
felves, during the reigns of the firft five or fix califfs, had, in 
a manner, loft their courage arid virtues; Some of the 
wcflern Arabs, however, who went by the name of Ma¬ 
ys ell an s, ftiil dillinguifhed themfelves by both ; and a great 
body of them were raken into pay by Al Motaz , under the 
command of Al JVaVd , .very probably with a view to coun- 
tcr-ballance the Turks , whom he lecretly hated. He like- 
wife took into his fervice fome Egyptian horfmen, who were 
afterwards fo famous, under the name of Mamaluks . With 
this acccflion of ftrehgth, and having, as he thought, made 
fine of Mahomet the governor of Bagdad , he opened to the 
latter his intention of cutting off the chief Turks in his fer¬ 


tile flaveny, to which, in a 

the califat. 


vice, and putting an end to 
manner, they had reduced the fovercigns of 
Mahomet, for re a Tons heft known to him elf, found means 
to uiffiiadc Al Motaz from his refolution ; .o that far from 
following it, the califf was infpired with I.kIi adtead of the 
Turks, that he railed them to greater credit than ever, and 
committed himfelf and concerns iiuirely into their hands. 
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This vaft increafe of credit produced frefhdiffention amon»{ 
the Turkijh generals, and Bog a the elder, jealous of th< 

power of the others, retired with the body under his com- 

mand to Maufel. 


The 


body 


of the mutined for their pay. The diffraction of his government 

Turks . with the ambition and avarice of his governors, had kept 2 

Motaz {o poor, that being unable to fatisfy their demands, he 
employed Waff, their head general to appeale their fedition, 

But inftead of Succeeding he was himfelf cut in pieces by 
fome of the moll defperateamongft them, and the mutineers 
for fome time remained without ahead. 


The califf 


In the mean while, the 


Motaz 


go- 


vernment, through his own fufpicion and _ 
puts his j encrea f e d. Inftead of ftrengthening himfelf "by the 


brother to 
death. 


intereftof his brother^/ Mozvaiad, which was very greats 
the empire, he not only deprived him of his undoubted 
right of fucceflion to it, but fent him to prifon where he 

died, as is faid, by the califPs orders. Such precautions 

however were taken, that when his body by the califf’s 
order was expofed, the judges and doctors of the law, with 

the heads of the Turkijh foldiery, who were inclined to re¬ 
venge Al MaoatacTs death, finding no marks of violence 
upon it, concluded he had died in a natural way, and mat¬ 
ters were for that time kept eafy. But Ahmed, another of 
the califf’s brothers, difeovering an uneafinefs at Mowaiad\ 
death, was fent into a kind of banifhment in the eaftern 
parts of the province of Bagdad. About this time, Mah- 
inet the governor of Bagdad , who had had fo great a {hare 
in the late revolution, died; and delivered Al Motaz fxm 
the dread of a fubje£t who was become too powerful. 

Al Motaz could not have J'upported himfelf fo long as he 
did, under the various errors of his government, had it not 
Magrabi- been for the Magrabians he employed under Al [Valid, 


Account 
of the 


tins. 


A.D.868 


againft the elder Soga. That Turk hearing of the murder 
of Waff, declared he would punifh the mutineers, and 
under that pretext, proceeded at the head of his troops to 
Hej. 254. Maufel. But the califf readily gueffing that his true inten¬ 
tion was to dethrone himfelf, ordered Al Walidto intercept 
him in his march, and to give him battle. The event was, 
that Bo<ra was intirely defeated by the Magrabians , and 
himfelf taken prifoner; and the califf hearing of his death, 
ordered AlWalid to ftrikeoff his head, which was inftantly 
done. This happened in the 254th year of the Hejra, an- 

fwering to the year of God 868. T t i j 1 

This fuccefs in fa<St ruined Al Motaz. He had been in¬ 
cautious enough to truft the government of Egypt to the 
hands of Tolun thefon of Ahmed, a Turkijh flave, though he 
himfelf was born at Bagdad. This Ahmed notwithftanding 
the meannefs of his extraction, was one of the moil extra¬ 
ordinary men of his age ; he retained about him all the 

noble manners of the court of Al Mamun , whole Have Ins 

father 


Charafter 
of Tolun. 
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'father had been ; but having obtained the government of 

Egypt, intirely by the intereft of the Turks , and having- 
married the daughter of Bahat, the former Turkifl) governor 
of that province, and being at the fame time acquainted 
with the cruelty and bad principles of the califf, he re¬ 
mained, on all occafions, inflexibly attached to the Turki/h 
intereft, fo that Al Motaz had little to expe& from that 
great province, when he took the refolutior j at this time, of 
getting rid of his Turki/h mercenaries. His fuccefs again# 

Boga encouraged him to put the younger Boga his fon to 
death, a t Sumatra, and the young man having done no¬ 
thing to deferve it, the Turks looked upon it, as an ac# of 
egregious cruelty. The caliiF however trufting to his 
Mangrabians, difcovered , more and more, his difguft at 
th e lurks, who now thought themfelves in point of lelf-de- 
fence, obliged to enter info a combination again# him. 

For this purpofe they chole Saleh, the.fon of IVaJif their ira 
late general, for their leader. Saleh , was no wav difaffe&ed j *7 p 
towards the califf, and Al Motaz, might frill have maintain- l V- e , ch 
ed his ground, had he been in a condition to have fatisfled C3 ~ 

even the ju# demands of his foldiery. But not only the “* 

Turks, but fome of his Magrabians, and Egyptians, were 
now ravenous after their pay, and they proceeded in a body 
tothecaliff’s palace, where they demanded it. Saleh, h o w - 
ever, found means to moderate their demands, and they of- 
iered to return to their duty and be fatisfied, if the califf 
would pay them fifty thoufand dinars. Al Motaz , unable 
toraife even this trifling Cum, applied for it to his mother, 

Fatiha, whom he had reafon to believe was immenfely rich. 

She unnaturally refuied to give him any, pretending fhehaci 
none; though it was afterwards found, that betides'her 
jewels, Ihe was at that very time worth, above'one million 
of dinars in ready money. The Turks and the other troops, 
exafperated by this difappointrr.ent, broke into the palace, 
and dragging the califf from his chamber, after beating him 
in a mo# unmerciful degree, and expoflng his naked & body 
to the intenfe heat of the fun, obliged him to iign an inftru- 
ment of formal abdication of the califat, before witnefles, 
and among# others, before the governor of Bagdad. At the 
fame time they plundered the houfe of the vizir, and being 
inftigated by Mahomet, the furviving fon of Boga , they were 
guilty of many other enormities. As to the califf himfelf 
after he had figned his abdication, he was carried in ex- 
quifite torture to a damp, naufeous dungeon, where ac¬ 
cording to the be# authorities, he died of cxccfllve thiilr and 
hunger. Some fay, that he was carried to Bagdad before 
bis death, but all agree, that it was occafioncd by his being 
deprived of all the common neceffaries of life. The resig¬ 
nation he had been forced tn make, was in favour of Al 
Mobtedi the fon of the late califf Al F'Vatheck . 
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have been murdered in the twenty- 
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three years and a half, calculating from the abdication of 
Al Mg/Iain. We have already mentioned the beauty of this 
califF’s perfon, to which his mind was fo far from eorref- 
ponding, that he is confidered as being the weakeft p r i nce 
that had ever fat upon the Modem throne* It muff however 
be admitted that none of his predecefl'ors ever had equal dif¬ 
ficulties to ftruggle with, as he had. The infolence of the 
Turkijh mercenaries, and the tragedies committed by them, 
during the three preceding reigns, had abolifhed all refpeft, 
efpecially in the diftant provinces, for the perfon and govern¬ 
ment of the califF, fo that Al Mot a* was without fhofe re- 
fources of power and riches, which his predeceifors en¬ 
joyed. 


Al Mohtadi the fourteenth cal iff of the houfe of 

Al Abbas. 


had obliged him before his 


Mobtadi . 


S H C h eed '/i T HE mu, derers of Al Mota 

e v ‘ death to acknowledge Al A/Iohtadi as califF; fo that there 

was no difpute concerning the fuccefiion. His mother, 
whofe name was Karb , is fa id to have been a Chriftian, and 
perhaps the virtuous education he had received, was owing 
to her. When he mounted the Moilem throne, he was fo 
far frotn confulering himfelf, as having any hand in the 
death of his predecefior, that he performed the funeral fer- 
vice over him. But finding his finances intirely exhaufted, 
he was obliged to have recourfe to Fatiba , whom he com* 
He forces polled to deliver up her treafures, amounting to one mil- 
Fatiba to ]ion, three hundred thoufand dinars ; befides quantities of 
give up jewels, which in value, far exceeded that fum. When this 

her vail 


vail: treafure, was brought to light, Saleh the fon of Waif, 
treafures. coi>ld not help curling Fatiba , whofe foul he faid was ugly, 

though her body was beautiful; for having fufFered her fon 
to perifh for want of fo inconfiderable a fum, as fifty thou¬ 
fand dinars. As to Fatiba , file immediately retired to Mecca, 
where in her turn, file vented her execrations againft Saleh. 
Al Mobtadi , confiderimr the late diforders 


having 


Virtues 
and re- 


their foundations in the immorality, and irreligion that 
had prevailed in the courts of the califFs, and their total dif- 
regard ol all dilcipline, endeavoured to introduce, an effec¬ 
tual reformation throughout the califat. Being enabled by 


forms of the vaft Aims he had received from Fatiba, to difehargethe 
the califF. debt due to thefoldiery, lie proceeded to eafehis fubjeebof 

fome part of their*taxes. He reduced the unneceil'ary ex- 
pences of his court, by prohibiting in it the ufe- of wine, 
and all firong liquors, and by banilhing from it buffoons, 
jefters, pretended prophets, tinging men, and tinging wo¬ 
men, and gaming of all kinds * he likewife difeharged ali 


tl 
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the hounds and the Hons, which had been maintained by 
his predecefi'ors at a yaft expence, and not only adminiftercd 
juftice to his fubjeets in perfon every day, but regularly 
examined the adminiftration of juftice, in the courts under 
him; and heard twice a week all the complaints of oppreftion 

or greviances made by his lubje&s. 

But even thefe exemplary virtues in the califf, were not 
fufncicnt to retreive the affairs of his empire j fo‘ defperate Rebellion 

were they become by the late mifmanagements. He fcarcely 0 ^ a * 
was feated upon the throne, than one Ali, a bold rebel and § a ’ n ft 
impoftor, who pretended to be lineally descended, from the bhtt. 
houfe of the califf Ali, began to appear in Tanguebar , one of 
the moil diftant provinces of the califat, lying contiguous to 
Rubio, Ethiopia , and the country of the Caferes. Ali had 
refried in thofe parts for five or fix years, and by pretending 
to great Ikill in aftrology, and to other fupernatural endow¬ 
ments, he got together a great number of the barbarians 
inhabiting thofe countries, the rudeft of any perhaps in the 
world, and who went by the general name of Zcnjians. 

Some of them were Mojlcms others Idolaters , or idolatrous 
Chriftians, many of them worfhiped the fire, but thegreateft 
part, had fcarce any idea at all of religion. Ali however 
knew fo well how to manage them by his arts, and impu¬ 
dence,that he fell into the califatatthe head ofagreat army, 
and by pretending, a vaft zeal for the Shjits , it increafed to 
fuch a degree, that he made himfelf matter of Ramla , and 
Bafra , and patting the Tigus he in fa£t conquered the 
Perfum Irak with a great part of Arabia itfelf, and bad defiance 
to all the troops of the califat, whom he defeated in many 
encounters. At laft, he had the atturance to declare himfelf, 
an independant monarch, under the title of Saheb Al Zen} 
or the head of the Zenjans , who were the principal ftrengthi 
of his army, and feem originally *to have inhabited the country 
called by Ptolemy Agijymba . 

{ Al Mohtadi, at this time was endeavouring to conciliate to 
himfelf the affections of the foldiery, and had fucceeded fo 
far, that he had got the Magrabians intirely on his fide. But 
/h Ha fan, the fame who had feized upon ’Tabrejlan perfifting 
in his usurpation, the late califf or his predecelfor, had 
ordered Mu/a the fon of Boga , the fame who had been put And of 
to death, in the late reign, to march againft the rebel. /[lHajan\ 
Mu/a inftead of executing his orders, hearing of the revolu¬ 
tions that had happened at Samarra , marched his army 
back to that capital, and under pretence of revenging the 
death of AlMotaz , he declared his refolution’of exterminating 
Saleb , and, his adherents. Salehs at this timea£ted as vizir, 
or firft minifter to Al Mohtadi, and no longer retained any 
authority amongft the Turki/h. troops. Therefore upon the 
approach of Mufa, giving over all hopes of being able to 
make a ftand againft them, he endeavoured to abfeond. But 
Mu/a i having made himfelf mailer of Samarra 3 foon dif- 
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covered him, and ftriking off his head, it was carried thro* 
the ftreets of Samarra as the head of a traitor, who had 
imbrued his hands in the blood of his fovereign, 

It appears as if the califf, at this time, had been at 
Jaafarta or in the palace there, and had trufted his fafety to 
the Magrabians, and his Egyptian horfe, all the Turks 
haying joined MuJ'a , and Bankial, another Turk who was 
next to him in command. They had as yet made no open 
declaration againft the califf, fo that he found means to get 
Bank'ud into his power, and upon the Turks tumultuoufly 
demanding his releafe, ffruek off'his head, and threw it out 
Y>?athar.d 0 f t h e palace amongft the other Turks, in refentment of the 

indignity he had fuffered, and as an evidence that he was 
not to be intimidated. This fpirited conduft might have 
done the califf great fervice, had he been properly fupported, 
but the Turks were ftronger than his Magrabians and 
Egyptians , who drew up before the palace. A bloody difpute 
en'ued, in which the califf at the head of his troops, behaved 
with great courage ; and about four thoufand fell in the 
conflict. Bu: the Turks being reinforced by a frefh body of 
ten thoufand, under Tagar ha ^ the brother of Banking the 
J\Aagralians were obliged to give way, and the califi hi Tifelf 
after receiving two dange.ous wounds being fecreted in a 
private noufe, was there taken by the barbarians, who 
demanded him to renounce his dignity. But Al Mohtadi , 
behaved with invincible magnanimity, and refufmg todo it, 
he was treared with all kinds of indignities, and at laft put to 
an excruciating death by one of BankicTs kinfmeh, who is 
faid to have been fuch a monfter, that he drank of his blood, 
after he was dead. 

This califf at the time of his murder was about thirty. 

fharafter n j ne y ears 0 f age. He had a noble mien, and a comely 

of the ca- . ^ ut he was bald, and fwarthy, and of a middling 

liff* ftature. He propofed the great Omar , the fucceffor of 

Abubeker , as the model of his government, and imitated 
him in all his virtues, and in the fweetnefs of his manners, 
but had few ppportunities of difplaying them, being mur« 
dered, before he had fat a full year on the Moflem throne. 


Ahmed Al Motamed the fifteenth califf of the houfe 

of Al Abbas, 

♦ 

Succeed- HIS califf who goes by the name of Al Motamed , was 
ed by Al A the third fon of the califf Al Motawakkel , and the fame 
Motamed. whom his eider brother^/ Motaz had banifbed to theeaftern 

parts of the province of Bagdad. His firft minifterwas Ab¬ 
dallah>, who had been employed in the fame rank by his fa? 

ther 
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ther Al Motawakkel. The beginning of his reign was dil- 
: bed by the vaft progrefs made by All the prince of the 
lenjans , who now aiTumed the name of Al Habib. That 
fuccefsful rebel defeated I a lan , a general fent againft him 
j thecal iff, and after deftroying his army which was very 
Jmfirlerable, be returned to Bafra , and furprized in the bay 


connaei^iv., .-v *-- j; -y --;.- aucceiies 

of that city, twenty-four capital flnps belonging to the of M ot 

califf, which had been employed .to ad aga.nft him. He AlHai :L 


califf which had been employed to a fit againft him. He 
then befieged and took Obola, which he laid in afhes after 
deftroying a great number of the inhabitants. Abadan next 
fell into his hands ; and with it a large fum of money, and 
at laft he became the entire mafter of the whole province 
of Ahwas\ and even Bagdad itfelf trembled at his fuccefles. 
But the people of Bafra and thofe provinces, proving as 
inconftant to the prince of the Zenjans , as they had been 
tothecaliffs, and the houfe of All , he had great difficulty 
^maintaining his conquefts ; particularly the city of Bafra. 
For, in the year 257 of the Hejra, Said, another general un¬ 
der the califf, advancing againft Al Habib, with a frefti ar¬ 
my, was overthrown by the rebel with vaft flaughter. But 
in the mean time the city of Bafra , had thrown off Al Ha- 
lib's yoke, which obliged him once more to turn his arms 
againft it, and after reducing it he put to death above 
twenty thoufand of its inhabitants. We are likewife told, 
th it in the fame year he defeated others of the califf’s 


generals. 

It may be proper to obferve to the reader, that though Reflection 
thofe commanders whom we meet with in every page of «P on the 
this califf’s hiftory, are faid to have been his generals, yet Moflem 
they were in fa£t no other, than a fet of little governors hiftory at 
who a&ed for themlelves, under the fan&ion of his name this time, 
and authority. The califat in reality was now difmember- 
ed, and become no better than the fliadow of what it had 
heen under the great Al Rajhid , and his fon Al Mamun. 

The uniting the temporal and fpiritual honours in theperfons 
of the califfs, gave them undoubtedly prodigious advan¬ 
tages, when they happened to be men of abilities and morals 
correfpondent to thofe two high chara&ers. But many of 
the Mojlems , fince the ereftion of the califat, as we have 
already feen, had entertained fecret difgufts at the uniting 
the two dignities in oneperfon. The Shiites denied all the 
califfs, fince the death of Hofein, to be true imans or high 
piiefts; and confequently maintained that they were not 
entitled to the rights of the califat. This was not the way 
of thinking that prevailed in other parts of the califf’s do¬ 
minions ; where the fubje&s, in general, began to open 
their eyes and to admit the califf to be the trueiman, but 
did not admit the confequence of his being their temporal 
fovereign on that account. It is plain, from what has been 
already mentioned, and from what is to follow of the hiftory 
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of the califfs, that the latter was the prevailing opinion a- 
the time we now treat of. P 

Power of ^ Habib was now at the head of above eighty thoufancj 

AlHabib, re S ll3ar troo P s j and had it not been for the califf’s brother 

' who was one of the greateft men that empire ever pro¬ 
duced ; the califf could not have maintained even that (ha- 
dow of fuperiority in his empire that was now left him. 
Ifa, the fon of Scheith had ufurped the government of Syria, 
Al Ilafan the prince of Yabrejlan , had feized upon Jorjan 
and Yakub , a Saffrarian , upon Balk and Cabui ; while the 
‘Burks ftill continued their tyranny over the califf' and his 

court; and Al Habib gave a frefh overthrow to Mahomet , 

who atfted under the califf’s authority- 

Such was the untowardly defperate date of the califat 
when Al Motamed thought of putting his affairs entirely 
into his brother’s hands. It is very probable that till this 
time, the califf had been infe£fed with the common jealoufy 
of brotherhood, which he excluded from the fucceffion, by- 
giving the preference to his own fon ; and that nothing but 
the defperate ftate of his affairs could have induced him to 

This he did in fo unreferveda 


declared 
next in 


At the fame time, the califf inverted his 


But 


Mowaffek ^ ave ta3cen * nt0 power 

manner, that he nominated him next in fucceffion to Jaa- 

far his own fon. 

fncceffion 3)rot3ler 5 who owed to him the name of Al Mowaffek , with 
to the ca- a mo & magnificent habit, and gave him the government of 
Jiff’s fon Hiyar, Rabia , Maw/el , Amawfcn , and Egypt , or rather 

’ gave him a commiffion to recover thofe provinces to the. 
califat, from the rebels who had ufurped them. The fir ft 
fubje£t of their deliberation after this was the means of de¬ 
livering the government from the tyranny of the Turks, 
though Al Mowaffek had both the fpirit and inclination to 
have attempted this, yet he found it impracticable, during 
the diftra&ions of the califat, which were every day incrcaf- 
ing, and he therefore advifed his brother, to defer it ’till a 
more favourable opportunity {hould prefent. 

Al Habib was the great objeft of their attention, and after 
Al Habib, Jaafar the califf’s fon, had been named to the nominal 

prefecture of the Weft, Al Mowaffek, and on elMffcb marched 
at the head of a great army, againft that formidable tyrant. 
Both armies being equally eager for an engagement, they 
foon joined battle ; which was fought with prodigious ob- 
ftinacy ; but ended in the defeat of the califf’s troops, one 
of their generals Mojleh , being killed with an arrow. But 
here Moxvaffek , who, now. remained the foie in command, 
gave the firft proof of his amazing military abilities, by ral¬ 
lying his troops though they had fuffered greatly in the 
battle, and formingthem in fomafterly a manner, that the^ 
enemy durft not purfue their advantage. Mowaffek’s chief 
ftudy after this, feems to have been to difcipline his foldiers, 

which he did to fo good purpofe, that they firft became 
; equal. 


War with 
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fay produced 
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i Superior to M Habib 
<Slions in which neither could boaft of any 


Every 


Superiority, excepting in one, in which Yu by a, one of Al 
Uib's generals, was beat, wounded, and taken prifoner. 


an .j feet chopt oft, and then his body red 
Iftilential uiftemper however, breaking 

u __ _ :_i ^ _ _ 


fj e was then fent to Samarra , where he Suffered the death 
n f a rebel, by being cruelly whipt, and having his hands 
' ' - « ^ L - 1 reduced to afhes. A 

out amongft Al 

. fsk ' _ ' 

amis, and to put them into quarters about Wafet. It feems 
to have been during this campaign, that Amazur , a general 
under the califf, defeated lfa, the foil of Sheikh, and re¬ 
covered Syria, or rather part of it, to the califf's allegiance, 
though perhaps no more is meant than that he reduced it 
to his own power- 

Matters feem to^have continued in an uncertain Situation, 
between the troops of the cal iff and thofe of Habib , dur¬ 
ing the winter of the 259th year of the Hejraj after this the 
military opperations commenced with great vigour. It ap- ]^ e j 2 cg. 
pears as if the califf himfelf was become now fo extreamly ^ jj %l 2 [ 
indolent that the executive part of his government, refted * 
upon his brother Al Movjajffek. This perhaps was the rea- 
(ou, why that great man, did not make this campaign in per- 
fon, againft Al Habib , who dill continued mafter of the 
rich city, and province of Abzvaz, where he put fifty 
thou land of the califF’s Subjects to death, and demoliflied 
the fortifications. The califf fent two armies againft him, 
one under Al Mowalled his fon, who feems to have done 
nothing worth mentioning, and another under Abdalrabman 

* ^ m jr 9 « 1 4 it m — 


Mcfteb 


unfuccefsful, Several 


battles however were fought, but it is to be prefumed, not 


to the advantage of the califf. 
time was fent to recover Bafr 


Ijbak 


of an army, mains vic¬ 


tual Ibrahim the fon of Suria , was fent with another againft torious. 
Dawrad , hut all of them feem to have effedled nothing fur- 

» t 1 1-1 r* r /?l tt j •? 1 . 


ther, than 


Habib 


vent him from even making himfelf mafter of Bagdad it- 


felf. 


Moflem. hiftoria 


inaccurate, as to 


confound the operations in different diftricts of the fame 
province, as if they had been directed againft the whole 
province itfelf. Many petty tyrants availing themfelves of 
the low.circumftances of the califat, began now to eredfc 
powerful kingdoms, and principalities, out of territories, 
which underthe great califfs, were looked upon only as be¬ 
ing petty diftridts. Mahomet the grandfon, or great grandfon, 
of the great Taber , continued frill in his family’s right, to Mahomet 

, ° 7 . r • r Tjr r , . P <T„ .cr im~ 


be governor, or rather 
now difpoffeffed of it 


if* 


imprifoned him, all his followers, and domeftics. The 
like diforders prevailed through the other provinces, and 

the 
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the Arabs made one BeSlimur, governor of Hems, having 
put to death Manjur , in the 260th year of the Hejra, ft 
appears from the confequences, as if fl Mowaffek , had 

been employed, during all the time of his retirement from 
the field, in lowing jealoufies amongft thofe petty tyrants 
fo as to bring them to cut one anothers throats, in which he 
fucceeded perfe£Hy well. For in the 261ft year of the Hejra 
the califf’s governor of Fars, was put to death by Mahomet 
the fon of IVafel , who becoming thereby mafter of that 
province, which of itfelf was a great and noble kingdom, 
he grew jealous of Al Habib , and for fome time they ear- 
Mufa r j e d on W ar with one another. The califF underftanding 
made go- tfjj s difiention between two of his chief rebels, gave to 
vefnor of Mufa the fon of Boga , who was an excellent commander, 
Fars and the government of Fars, Ahwaz, Bafra, and Barhein, in ex- 
other pro- peftation that Mufa , by his own abilities, and the great 
vinces. intereft he had with the Turks , would be able to recover 

them from the rebels. Mufa, could he have accomplifned 
that defign, would have been a much greater prince, than 
the calift himfelf was at this time ; but all the advantage 
he had on his fide, was a fan£tion of the califf’s name and 
authority, which was ftill refpecfable among the rebels. 
He employed Abdalrahman and Fifam a Furl:, to go with an 
army, in the califf’s name, and to take poflefiion of Ahzvas: 
But Mahomet, who was now mafter of great part of it, 
engaged and defeated him, with vaft (laughter, taking Ab¬ 
dalrahman prifoner. Mufa was then on his march, with an 
army to'fupport his two generals ; but underftanding that 
they had been entirely defeated, he did not chufe to ftand 
another action with Mahomet , who was marching to attack 


Therebels 

quarrel a- 
mongft 
them- 
fdves. 


him, but retired to S amarra. 

The vaft fuccefles of Mahc?net, drew upon him the jea- 
loufy cf another powerful rebel Yakub, the fon of Al Lett, 
who was now in pofiefiion of Korafar, and attacked Ma¬ 
homet with fuch fuccefs, that he entirely defeated him in 
Ahwaz, and made himfelf mafter of his palace, where he 
is faid to have found four million of dirhems, amounting 


lift: 


By this 


great victory, Yakub became very formidable. He ftill pre¬ 
tended to a£t under the califFs authority, but after fubdii- 
ing Mahomet, he difownea it, and prepared to march a- 
gainft Bagdad itfelf. To accomplifh this important point, 
he made° himfelf mafter of Wafet; and he undoubtedly 
would have fucceded, had it not been for the unparralelled 
courage, and abilities, of Al Mowaffek* who now looked 
Hej. 262. upon Yakub, as being a more powerful rebel, than even 
A.D.875. Al Habib himfelf. His firft ftep was to make himfelf mafter 


A.D.875. Al Habib himfelf. His firft ftep was to make himfelf mafter 

of Bagdad, which he did with the calift himfelf, in his 
Yakub de company, then put himfelf at the head of the beft army, 


feared. 


he could raife. and Yakub ftill approaching, both armies, 

came to a general action at a village called Katub. 4 he 

engagement 
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emcnt was obftinate and bloody, but 


Mo 


Yek’s fortune prevauea ; tne immeme army or tne reDeis 
cut in pieces, and Yakub was obliged to abandon the 
c Id The defeat however was not decifive of Yakub' s for- 
t-ncs, for, after that, he retained a noble territory, over 
which his pofterity reigned, under the title of the Saffarian 
'inccs. Al Mawaffek purfued him, and though he had not 
file pood fortune to take him, he entered Nifabur without 
refinance, and delivered from his captivity, the Thaherian 
novernor, who had for three years lain in prifon there. 

** Af ie r the defeat of this formidable rebel, the troops of the 
calV, or at leaft, fuch of his governors and great men, 
who found it their intercft ftill to act under his authority, 
aded with better fuccefs againft Al Habib , whofe forces 
they defeated twice, but Aimed , who commanded for the 
cali’ff, was at laft over-reached by the rebel, in an ambuf- 
cjdc" 5 where the whole of his troops were put to the fword, 
and he himfelf narrowly efcaped the fame fate. ^ After this, Hej. 265. 


Habib 


that is in the 205m year ot 

II a fit. from the califPs troops, and laid it in aloes, after 
e'-neiling the inhabitants, and plundering it of immenfe 
treafures^ This opened a very bloody campaign on both 

nd the whole province was filled, with ruin and 


877 


a 


Tides, 

{laughter. 


Notwi 


all the calamities that were 


dailv overwhelming the califat, yet this year, four thoufand 

. y t I s ,7 r ;; 7 a /L* 7 1_„ ,;a 


drab horfe, under 


Rajhid. 


vaft impetuofity into the dominions of the Greek emperor, 
which they filled with their ufual ravages. The Greeks 
however recoveied themfelves, and attacked the Arabs new 
the river Radandun , with fuch fuccefs that they were en¬ 
tirely defeated, and Abdallah himlelf, being taken prifoner 
was carried to Conjlantinople- Mufa the fon of Boga^ about 
this time died at "Bagdad* which proved of vaft fervice to 
the cal iff’s affairs, for Moivajfek^ had now no rival in his mi¬ 
litary glory, and took hismeafures fo well that he humbled 
the pride of the Turkijh mercenaries, and obliged them to be 

fub'icd 


i • r 

O / 9 * * j 
\i 


ifeipline. 


But juft at this crifls of good fortune for the califf, his 
afFairs received a more terrible ftroke, than any they had 
yet experienced. Yoluti the fon of Ahmed , the Yura^ whom, 
we have already mentioned, had for fome years governed 
Enypt, with great wifdom and magnanimity, but without 
downing his fubordination to the califf, though in fad: he 
was independent upon him. But at this time perhaps in— 
(ligated by his countrymen at the califPs court, he not on¬ 
ly renounced his allegiance, but affumed to himfelf all the 
powers, civil, military, and ecclefiaftical, that had been 
exercifed by the greateft califfs. His firft undertaking, was 
to advance with a great army againft Antioch , which was 
defended by one Suria, one of thofe little tyrants, who 

afted under the califPs authority, and had been by him 

nominated. 
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great principalities. 

j_r__ i_ cr’ i 


ernment o f Antic ch, Allcpa, and 
Suria , for fome time, made a 


u 


defence, but Tolun, threatning to (form the city, the inh 
bitants, to fave themfelves, furrendered it, together wi; 
$tina 9 whofe head he immediately ordered to be ftruckoff 
This fo intimidated the inhabitants of Alleppo , that the\ 

_ J -A. _• cr'. L .. u:..A. ... . 1 
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Hej, 266. 


; reiidence of former califfs, and 
one of the moft beautiful places in the Eaif, fituated upon 
the batiks of the Euphrates. 

As Eoiun was a man who exceeded all the other rebels in 
abilities, courage, and underflanding, his progrefs gave to 
the califF the more fenfible difquiet. He therefore ordered 
him to be publickly, and formally curfed in all themofques 
of Bagdad, and the other places, who ftill owned his allegi- 
ence. Tclun, who affected to exercife all the functions of 
an I man, re-ecchced upon him the likecurfes,from the pulpits 
of all the mofques, that acknowledged his jurifdidtion. This 
formidable diverfion given by Tolun to the califF 5 s troops, gave 
Jeifure for Yakub to afiemble another army, as powerful as 
that which had been defeated by Mowaffek, and he aproached 
once more at the head of it towards Bagdad \ but died upon 
his march of a violent cholic in the nth year of his reign or 
rather his ufurpation. Elis death feems for that time to have 
put a flop to the execution of his projects ; for tho 5 he was 
iuceeeded, by his brother Arnru , we know of no farther pro¬ 
grefs he made at that time. Habib, likewife availed himfelf 
of Tallin's irruption, and again entering Irak , he took 
Nomama , and larjaraya.znd exercifing his ufual cruelties and 


A.D.870. ravages upon the inhabitants, in the 266th year of the hejra, 

he took Ramharmoz where he found vaft plunder, deftroyed 
the (lately mofque there, and after maffacreing fome of the 
inhabitants, he carried the others away into captivity. 

It is amazing that the califat, reduced as it then was, to 
very narrow limits of power and dominion, could preferve 
its exigence agair.fr fo many powerful enemies, and we 
mull conclude, that it was chiefly owing to the abilities and 

Mo%vaffek. As to Tolun his ambition was 

% • •r • t « m .t /r* r 


fowell fupported by his capacity 


Mowaffck 


feems to havcdifpaired of reducing him, at that time,atleaft. 


Hab 


Mow 


Succefles affek therefore attended by his Ion Al Mot a dhed\ who was 

afterwards califF) fet out againft him at the head of an 
of Tolun . army, the chief ftrength of which lay in a body of ten thou- 

fnnd hnrfe. while that o f Al Habib . amounted to a hundred 


andpower 


thoufand men. 




two, the greater general. He defeated the rebel in a great 


many battles, retook the towns which had beendifembered 
from the califat, recovered prodigious (lores of plunder, and 
relealed numbers of prisoners, among!! whom, were five 

thoufand 



OF T 


O 


397 


Habib having been very fuccefsful Movjajf , 


♦Unfand Modern females. t , , - _ . 

• feizing the califf’s {hips, four of which, laden with pro- defeat At 
''■fions had fallen into his hands the proceeding campaign, Habib. 
f 0 u a A at this time a good fleet lying in the harbour of a 


T 


city 


and he burnt all the ufurper’s 


he bad at 

city he himteir naa oum 

like wife was the ordinary 
was taken by Al Mnmff . 

ftjps that were in the harbour, and after taking out all the 
treafure the place contained,he demolifhcd the fortifications’. 

Al Habib by this time had collected together all his troops^ 
to the number, according to feme authors, of three thoufand 
ir.eti and took poft in the neighbourhood of Al Mokhtara', 
which he had been at great pains to render impregnable.» 

Al Mowaffek, after pillaging and demolifliing Al Mabiya , 
refumed his march in purfuit of the rebels, but was oppofed 
bv feveral bodies of them, whom he defeated, and at Jail 
approached to Al Mokhtara. This feems to have taken up a 
good deal of time, for when Al Mo waffek came up with ihe 
main body of the Zeujans under Habib, he found it fo advan- 
tageoufly polled, and the city fo flrong, that he was obliged 
to^have recourfe to a very unufual method of reducing it. 

The fuccefs of which cannot be eafily accounted for, without 
fuppofing, that he had, before then, received vaft reinforce¬ 
ments, and that he was in cavalry, infinitely fuperior to 
the enemy, whofe numbers proved deftru&ive to them- 
felves, for inftead of attacking it in form, he built oppoiite 
to it a tower, which muft in fome meafure have commanded 
it; and this fort he loon improved into a city, where traders 
fettled, and money was coined, by Al Mowaffek. We are not 
however, to fuppofe that all this could happen in tha fpace 
of one or two years. It is probable, that by the fortrefs 
which Al Mo-waffek built, the poft that he occupied, and 
the fuperiority of his cavalry, with which he was enabled to 
fcower the country, he occafioned fuch a fcarcity in Al 
Habib's army, and in Al Mokhtara itfelf, as facilitated, the 
reduction of the place. For the rebel’s troops, being unable ji Afrhk- 
to lubfift, deferted in vaft numbers, fo that Mowaffek' s ap- /^taken 
proaches, againft the place, being rendered pradicable, by him> 
he plyed it fo furioufly, with his battering engines, that * 
notwithftanding the brave refiftance made by the inhabitants 
and garrifon, he took it by florin ; and gave his foldiers the 
plunder of it for about fix weeks. This obliged Al Habib, 
with his remaining forces, to retire, towards Al Mabiya , 
which he took pofleffion of again, and refortified ; while Al 

M t* r __ — — .. ^ J A. — ! . 


ffek 


was forced to put his 


troops into winter quarters. 

But tho’ tis not taken notice of by Modem' authors, it is 


long 


AJ Monmffi 


fo conipleat, as they are reprel'entcd. He was no {(ranger Abfoluie 
to his brother’s indolence and.love of pleafure, and therefore novvei ot 


w 


a* 
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Mowaffek v/e may reafonably fuppofe that he often left his fon < 


in the ca- Motadb 


lifat. 


to court, where he 
the cal iff almoft the 




power 


uncertain whe 


ther he did not oblige his brother to exclude his ownfoi 
Iaafar , from the fucceffion in favour of himfelf, and his for 
Motadbed-, butfome fay that regulation did not take plaa 
till after Mowaffek’s death, when Al Motadbed obtained tht 
fame afcendancy, which his father had poffe'ffed, over the 
califf. Be this as it will, it is agreed by all, that Al Mow 


ffek 


ns time, g 
The califf 


overned the califat with unlimitted au- 


and drinking, and converfing with chearful companions, 
but he was in other refpe&s fo much kept under, that we 
are told, when he begged three hundred dinars from his 
brother, he refufed him. Mowaffek however was a perfon 
of fuch confummate abilities both in peace, and war, that 
the fubjedts of the califat thought themfelves happy under 
his adminiftration, and he did wonderful things, in retrieving 
the affairs of the empire. 


Continu- In the 268 th year of the hej 


ation of Al Habib 

the war 


Mowaffe 
nd haa 1 


Mabiy 


Habib , 


laid fiege 

with Al to that important fortrefs, which was defended with great 

courage by Al Habib. According to the Moflem authors, he 
proceeded in his attempt this campaign, and once more 
demoliftied, the fortifications of the place. But as he is 
represented to have marched four times againft it in the 
fpace of four campaigns, and to have four times demolilhed 
it, circumfiances utterly improbable, fome allowances ought 
to be made to the inacurracy of thofe authors. There is 
fome reafon for believing that Al Mowaffek this campaign 
entered into a negotiation, with one Lolu , an Egyptian , 
and after engaging him to take the field againft Tolun who 


and Talun. continued fiil] to be in a high career of fuccefs, brought him 

over to the fervice of the califf j by which the progrefs of 
Tolun was ftopt for fome time. This fiuSt is exprefsly af- 
ferted by the Mofiem authors, andlikewife that Al Mowaffek 
caufed the public execrations againft Tolun to be renewed 
this year throughout all the mofques of the califat. We 
oueht therefore perhaps to refer the fecond takinv and 

-- - J» n r / • * s .1 r . 1 cjni 


Hej 


Mabiy a 


Mowaffek 



A.D.882. 1 jaiib 


in the breaft by an arrow. He was however no fooner re¬ 


covered, and his army recruited, than he 
himfelf mafter of Al Mabiy a. and a 


again made 
:ied its for¬ 


tifications, 
powerful i 
conquefts. 


JL U U AAV v I ^ 

the field, that Al Mowaffek 
For in the 270th year of th 


Habib 
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was obliged once more to march againft Al Mabiya , where 
he demoliflied the ufurpers magnificent palace, and Tent his 
family prifoners to Samarra ; we are likewife told that he AlMakijp 
put vaft numbers of the inhabitants to death and that he taken, 
carried others into captivity. As to Al Habib\\\nAe\f, he is 
faid to have efcaped into the province of Alwaz , where his 
great ftrength lay, and to which he was purfued, finally and Al 
defeated, and flain by Al Mowaffek ; who ordered his head Hal-ildz- 
to be carried in triumph thro’ the provinces he had ufurped. featedaad 
Whatever contemptible ideas the Modem authors have flain. 
attempted to give us of this ufurper, his long fuccefles, and 
the refiftance he made to Al Mowaffek prove him to have 
been no ordinary man j for he held his power as fovereign 
for upwards of fourteen years againft the utmoft efforts of 
thecalifatto reduce him. The glory which Al Movuaffck , 
obtained by fubduing and killing him was fo great, that 
the califf gave him the title of the prote< 5 for of Maho- 
metanifm, by which he was known to the day of his 
death. 

The extin&ion of Al Habib’s rebellion was undoubtedly of By which 
vaft iervice to the ealifat, by reftonng to its obedience, thecalifat 
Jllwaz, Bazra , and many of the fineft provinces of the isftrengtli 
Eaft. But ftill others of equal importance remained in the ened. 
hands of ufurpers. Al Ha/an, who, we have already obferved, 
had. made hirnfelf fovereign of 'Tabrejlan , died in quiet pof- 
iellion of that principality, to which his brother Mahomet 
peaceably fucceeded. But a more important death happened 
at this time, which was that of Tolunthe fon of Ahmed ; who ' 
notwithftanding all the efforts of Al Mowaffek , died in full 
pofleffion of glory, and of one of the fineft empires in the 
world. At the time of his. death he exprefled vaft fenti- 
ments of repentance, and piety. It does not appear, that Death of 
Mowaffek attempted to interrupt his pofleffion of the Al Tohm. 
countries he had ufurped; and it would feem, as if he 
had abandoned his conqueft in Syria, upon condition that 
he retained the quiet pofleffion of Egypt. The ftate of this 
great man’s finances, and the magnificence of his court, as 
deferibed by Moflem authors, would exceed credibility, did 
we not refledf that there is all the reafon in the world for be¬ 
lieving there was then an intercourfe, and a commerce, 
between Egypt and the Eajl-Indies j which opened to the rJ . 
Egyptians moll: amazing fources of wealth, not to mention ? re&; 
the prodigious fertility of the country, and the inexhauftible nc “ £E -* 
numbers of its inhabitants. It is faid, that he diftributed 
every month in alms, three hundred thoufand dinars. 

That the expences of his kitchen coft him one thoufand 
dinars a day. T hat his munificence was not confined to 
his own country, but! that he feut to Bagdad , while he 
governed Egypt , two millions, two hundred thoufand di¬ 
nars, for the ufe of men of learning and virtue, the 
ftek, and the diftrefled, and that at the time of of his death, 

he 
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and mag- in ready money. 


he had in his Exchequer the fum of ten millions of dinars 

His ftables contained feven thoufand 
nifieence. horfes, three hundred of which were trained to war, f or 

his own and his family’s ufe, and eight thoufand mules,* and 
camels, and all his other magnificence was in proportion 
He has been charged by fome authors, with the blood he 
Ihed, but when we compare the inftances alledged againli 
him, he appears innocent, and merciful, in companion of 
many of the Moilem princes, who are celebrated for their 
clemency. The name of the fon he appointed to fucceed 
him was Kamarawiyab , and his virtues juftined his father 


War with 
his fon 
Kamara - 

qvyah . 


choice. He left befidcs him fixteeri fons, and as 
daughters. 

It is 


s 


many 


more than probable, that Mowajfek hearing of To¬ 
llin’s death, endeavoured to avail himfelf of it; for in the 
syiftyear of the Hejra, Kamarawiyab va ade an irruption into 
Syrian where he was oppofed by Al Motaclcd , Al Movoaffth 
fan. A bloody battle was fought between their two armies 
in which theviiftory feemed to incline to the califf’s troops. 
Kamarawiyab , (though with no great probability) is faid by 
the Moilem authors, to have fled precipitately towards 
Egypt , but that his troops reftorcd the fortune of the day, 
and intirely defeated the califf’s army. This perhaps was 
the reafon, why Al Mowajfek ^ foon after his fon’s return 
to Samarra, fent him to prilon, unlefs we can fuppofe, that 
he had another fon. Be that as it will, Kamarawiyah upon 
his return to Egypt , though he was but twenty two years 
of age, behaved with fuch prudence and moderation, that 
he eftablifhed his empire in the afte&ions of his fubje&s; 
and. having fecured his poffeftion of it by a numerous body 
of loyal troops, Mowajfek far from difturbing him in it, 
feenis to have been contented to leave him in quiet. But 
SuCCefles Kamarawiyab was refolved to be acknowledged by the ca- 
of the E - Jiff? as an independent fovereign, and kept his arms in his 

hands. For, in the 275th year of the Hejra, underftanding 
that one of the califf’s generals had advanced with a confi- 
derable army towards Damafcus : he affembfed his troops, 
and in the 276th year, he gave them a total overthrow, and 
took Al Rakka upon the Euphrates. He at the fame time 
made himfelf mafter of many other noble poffeflions and 
leaving them under proper governors, he returned to 
Egypt. 

Death of I he diftra&ions in other quarters of the califat; and the 
Mo'waffek of the calift' would not fuller Mowaffek to march 

^ inperfonto check the formidable progrefs of Kamarawiyab 
and in the 278th year of the Hejra, that great man died. 
Befides his high qualites as a ftatefman and a general, he 
is faid to have been a warm and conftant friend, and his 
memory was fo much cftcemed by the Moilem court, that 
his fon Al Ms-taded fucceedcd him in all his power and in- 


gyptian 

califf. 


The fuc- fi ucnce there. 


celfclTicn 


It was probably owing to him that the ca- 

liil 
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him in his place 


fubft 


40i 


The prodigious extent of the califf’s empire, was fuch, 
that many revolutions happened in it that are not taken 


his fon. 


in 


petty 


As we have already obferved many 
appeared through various parts of it, and 


notice of in hiftory. 

princes 

though all of them recognized the authority of the calYff' 
vet in many places his power, in fact, was no more than no- r 
minal- Thofe abufes had taken rife over ft nee the death of 
the cal iff Ali, and the greateft of his fucceffors, without reflefu0ll » 
their perhaps being fenfible of it, were abridged of their 

Thofe little tyrants generally founded their pre¬ 


power. 

tenfions 


either upon their defeent from AIL which 


was 


their mo ft common pretext, or upon fupernatural gifts, 
which they pretended to have received from heaven. 

A fed* which had been almoft imperceptibly founded by Rife and 

the latter, broke out about this time, but it was fuch a hiftory of 
mixture of good fenfe, and enthuliafm, that we dare pro- the fed of 
nounce nothing about it: though fome modern fects of the 


Qi 


refemble mat: 


itf They were called Kannatians , and were founded, bvan 

1 111 1 /• ’ / 


Kar¬ 
ans. 


Cufc 


Kuzefti 


l 


Mojlt 


potto rs, with bold pretentions to infpiration, never were 
without followers. Cnrmata , or as others call him, Faraja , 
pretended at firft to be a kind of an Apoftie, or an iman" of 
' " " <-■**, . His life was pious and ftrict, and 

eat following. If 


Mai 


be apt to think 


by praying fifty times a day, he got a grea 
we were to hazard a conjecture, we fhould 

that originally he had been a Chriftian; but it is certain, 
that he was well acquainted with the hiftory of the Evan¬ 
gel i ft s, for he had no fooncr formed his party, than he af- 
iembled them, and chofe twelve from amongft the reft to 
preach his faith. This folernn delegation increafed his fedt 
to fuch a degree, that Al Haidam, the governor, or fub- 
governor of the diftnet where he appeared, feeing agri¬ 
culture, manufactures, and country .work of all-kinds, in- 
tirely at a ftand, through 

poftor, he ordered him to 

went on, for they had been taught by their matter, to fay 
fifty prayers a day, which they punctually complied with, 
and thereby left them (elves no time for working; as to 
Faraja himfelf, Al Hwdajn, found him fo peftiient a fellow, 
that he intended to put him to death. But the meeknefs of 
his behaviour, and his inoftenftve doctrine, won fo much 
upon the minds of the people, that Al Ha ida m $ own con¬ 
cubine, dealing the key from her matter's head, delivered 
him out of prifon ; arid then replaced the key fo artfully, 
that the governor could not imagine how he had elcaped, 

1 » • /* 11 • v * 


the people’s following this im- 
be fecured. But ftill the evil 


when his efcape came to be known; 

Vol. VI. .0 d 


T 


tunity 
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tunity for Farafa 's followers, and himfelf, to pretend, tin 
he had delivered himfelf by his fupernatural power, an 
it ftill increafed the numbers of his feft, when he fudden 
ly appeared in another province. But he foon grew fo 0 ’ 0 
noxious to civil power, that he was obliged to difappe a , 
nor do we know any thing farther about him ; but that h 
left a prodigious left, which, from the name of its patroi 
and fupport, were called Karmotions. 

4 f i i • « i 1 1 9 i* * At « 


and pro- 
grefs. 


Their All this happened under the califats, of Al Rajhici , am 
principles Al Mamun. To do juft.ice to thofe Scifmatics, their prin- 

ciples were very compliable to civil government. They 
had a particular way of writing, from which fome fay they 
took their name. It was different from the Gufan charadier, 
and much more neat, by contracting the fize oftheeha- 
rafters, and leaving a large fpace between the lines. The 
Formations, far from being difeouraged, or out of counte¬ 
nance, by the difappearance of their leader, made life of it, 
as an argument of his divinity, and that he was only taken 
from them to heaven. They pretended that the law which 
he left them, was a vafl improvement on, and reformation 
of, that of the koran- They allegorized moft of the grofs 
precepts contained in that book) they were ftriftobferven 
of faffing and prayer, and fome of their doftrines refembled 
thole of Pythagoras. They altered or abolifhed moft of the 
ridiculous forms of gefticulation and praying, inftituted by 
Mahomet , and pretended that their founder had left them an 
entire fyftem of religion. In other refpefts they greatly af- 
fefted to imitate the Chriftians. They looked upon forni¬ 
cation as a deadly fin j they had few or none of the ferupics 
that the /Mahometans were troubled with in regard to for¬ 
bidden meats, but eat all indifferently. They believed in 
guardian angels, who protefted and direfted mankind in the 
paths of virtue and piety, and in evil angels who milled and 
tleftroyed them. They faffed twice a year and looked upon 
any who revealed the fecrets of their religion as being 
highly criminal; but the moft extraordinary part of their, 
inftitution was, that they believed Jefus Chrifi to have re¬ 
vealed himfelf to one Al Far at, the fon of Othman, and to 
have faluted him with feveral high appellations, and amongft 
others with that of the Holv Ghoft. In fhort, uoon the 


others with that of the Holy Ghoft. 


fhort 


le, this feft was evidently a compound of Chriftianity 
Mobametanifm, in the fame manner as Mahometanifm 


Judaifm 


But, however fimple 


or inoffenfive the founder of it might have been, it was 
foon Improved into a dangerous fet of rebels, and they ne¬ 
ver were without a head who gave great difturbance to the 
califf 's government, and who obliged every one of his fol¬ 
lowers to pay him a dinar every year. In the year we now 
treat of, they had come to a vaft height, and had fubdued 


themfclves 


Me fop 


Ah 
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jf'ou Baber, wno tooic Mecca itfelf, and committed a great 
many outrages in that fan&uary of the Mqflems. But we 
(hall have frequent occafions, to refume the hiftory of thofe 
rebels; who at laft grew too ftrong for all the power in the 

califat. 

Before we clofe the hiftory of this reign we are to obferve 
that we meet v/ith no a&s of feverity againft the Chrift- 

*ins dr- ,#n ' r ^ it- nrKo — _i* a .• i cv* 

[Men 
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ians during the whole of it. The patriarch's of Antioch,J L 

and Alexandria, fucceeded regularly, and quietly. 


to 


their feveral fees, over which fome of them prefided for 
twenty years, and others longer. One Michael, a Greek, in 
articular, was patriarch of Alexandria for thirty-four years, 
."hole patriarchs ftill continued to live in great fplendor* 

and when they were in good underftandanding with the ca- 
liffs, they exercifed, in fome refpedfs, even civil power 
within their patriarchates, over thofe of their own commu¬ 
nion. in a place of Syria, called 

the Lover s hill in that language, feven tombs, each of 

which contained a dead body, preferved with a wonderful 
frelhnefs, and emitting a remarkable fragrancy, were dif¬ 
fered. Theflirouds in which they were wrapt, fe-emed to 
be quite new ; and one of the bodies, which was that of a 
beautiful young man, was fo exquifitely preferved, that it 
feemed to breath. A ftone with an infeription on it, is faid 
to have been found near the bodies; but though theealiff 
employed the moft learned men in his kingdom upon it. 


Motamcd died 


they could not interpretit. 

In the 279th year of the Hejra, .. . 

zt Bagdad. It appears as if he had fallen through intempe 

ranee, into the difeafe which put an end to his life; for we 

are told that the day before his death, he eat and drank tc 

excefs: though others fay, that he died of a quinfey, at the 

age of fifty years and fix months. This ealiff inherited few 

or none of the virtues of his family, excepting a regard foi 

learning, and men of letters, and he appeared to have been 

void of their ambition. He gave himfelf up entirely to the 

pleafures of the table, gaming and mufic ; in his perfon he 

was fwarthy, but his face was handfome, and his beard 

long, and of a good fize; but the hairs of his head were 
grey. 

Under this ealiff lived the famous Abu Majhar, known in 
after times by the name of Al Bomafar. He was aftrologei 
to Al Mowakel j and the patronage of that great man, un¬ 
doubtedly contributed much to raife his fame. He is faid 
to have been forty-feven years of age, before he began to 
uudy aftrology as a fcience, but he foon acquired fuch a 
knowledge in it, that unfortunately for himfelf, the calift 
Al Mo/lain, ordered him to be feverely fcourged for a difa- 
reeable event, which happened exadlly as he predicted, 
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cunning impoftors, who by a jargon which they called 
fcicnce, firft got the attention of thofe who employed their 
anti then by the force of fecret intelligence, and undau n t e 
afiuranee, ventured to foretel. events, which fometime 

coming to pafs, brought them into credit, and when the 

r d:d not, they always had ready an ingenious apology fo 

VO! , 1 J .11 n _ r .. __ fi. • 61 ! u 
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mous 

trolooer 

Al JH 


the failure. 


Butna/c 


r _ of that kind that perhaps ever lived, 
r11nHiln/Vmhr was an enemvtohis 


Well 


tmpoft 0 


Hi 


man oi 



as folid learning as any in his time, by reprefenting him 
to the people at Bagdad , as an enemy to religion, becaufe 
1 fhidied philofophy. As to Al Bumajar himfelf, he was 


h 


are 


a voluminous author upon aftrology ; and his works ... 
held in high efteem, to this day, by the Mojlcms. He drank 
hard, tho’ he lived to be above a hundred years of age, and 

had fits of the tailing ficknefs, at a certain time of the moon, 
in which, no doubt, he impofed upon his admirers for infpi- 
ration ; in imitation of his prophet. Being difgufted with 



7 albeh was the molt learned man or this reign. 
He was extreamly diligent in travelling through Chriftian 
countries, and in purchafing curious books, which he 
brought to Syria, or Irak ; and many of them he tranflated 
into Arabic. Saiarib, an Armenian prince, invited him to 
that country, and upon his death, he ere&ed a ftately mo¬ 
nument over his body, to perpetuate to pofterity, his affec¬ 
tion for him. 



Al Motaded the Sixteenth califf 

Al Abbas. 



the houje oj 


Al Meta - 

ded fuc~ 
ceeds to 
the cal;- 

fat. 
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H E lull re of the Mollem crefcent had been terribly 
obfeured during the late califats, and it was owing 
Motaded , upon whofe reign we are now entering, and 
his father the great Al Mowafek , that it was not totally ex- 
titwuifhed. All connection with them and thewefternca. 
liffs, and thofe of Spain, was now difiblved, and they are 
henceforth to be looked upon, as having nokind of relation 
to one another. Kautarwyah was now in the undifhirbcd 

with the vaft dominions left him by 


poftefiion of Egypt, with ti 
his father; and Al Motadra 


d having fucceeded to the caliiat 


in rhdit of his predeedfor’s nomination, feems wifely to 

have^applied himfelf and his power, to fecure the quiet pof« 

feffion of thofe dominions which owned his authority. 

But this was no cafy matter. The Turks, from the neigh- 

Tihiirhood 
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Jwsurhood of the Cafpian fea, and from thofe vafl: countries, 
now known by the names of Georgia, CircaJJia , and Tartary , 
reaching as far as China itfelf, becoming by experience and 

fuccefs^daily m ore and more convinced of the weaknefs 

of the califat, flowed like a deluge over thofe delightful 
countries, that were once the pride of the Ajjyriari, the 
Perjian, and the Macedonian monarchies, filling them with 
ignorance and barbarity, but under the profeflion ofMaho- 
metifm. The Arabs , of wbofe country vaft tra&s may be 
faid to have been unknown, even to the califrs them- 
felves, had a fecret attachment to the houfe of Alt , and the 
Karmatians were profeffed enemies to that of Al Abbas. 

AlMotaded, to heal thofe evils, upon his acceflion to the q^e ca ]j£ 
califat pretended, that Ah had appeared to him in a dream, f aVQUrs 
and had engaged him to promife to be kind to his defeend- t ‘j Jc . ;ll y 
ants/ Though this was not very agreeable to the Sourates, a ' * 
yet the prudence of the califf managed matters fo well, 
that the kindnefs which he fhewed ro that family, (which 
was very great) was of vaft fervice to his affairs. 


of AH. 


AIM. 

about thirty-eight years of age ; and he had a foil grown 
to be a man. Kamarawyab , the cal iff of Egypt propofed a 
match, between Al Motaded's fon Ali , and his own daughter; 
and fent to Al Motaded's court, a mod magnificent embafly, 

This is an indirect 


with noble presents for that purpofe. 1 tus is an 
proof, that Al Motaded ’, or his prcdccciTor, had, before this 
time, recognized the fovereignty of Kamarawyab ; whole 
ambaffador no fooner made the propofai, than Al Motaded 
demanded the princefs, who, it feems, was a celebrated beau¬ 
ty, for himfelf. This was fo extrcamly agreeable to Ka~ 
marawyab , that he could not help exprefling his fat is faction 
with raptures, and he fent his daughter to Bagdad, magni¬ 
ficently attended, being met with vaft pomp, by the califf, 

who efpoufed her with the utmoU lplendor. But notwith- 
ftanding this alliance, we cannot be, entirely, of opinion, 
that Kamarawyab , was abfolutcly independent upon the 
caliif; for though he was fo in tact, lome little acknow¬ 
ledgment of fuperiority, feems ft ill to have been referred, 
by the cal iff of Bagdad, though Kamarawyab was at that 
poflefled not only of Egypt, but of the greateft part of 

Darnel 


The califF 

marries 
the uaugh 
ter of the 
Egyptian 
cal iff. 


time 


Scarcely had Al Motaded mounted the Modem throne, Rebellion 
than the affairs of his empire wore a new face, great plenty, Q f }-[ am „ 
and remarkable tranquillity appearing over it. But in the g a/ , % 

280th year of the Hejra, the latter was interrupted by Ham- 
dan, one of the Arab chiefs or Emirs, who had found means, 
bythe afliffance of his countrymen and the Turks, to erc& 

a fovereigntv for himfelf in the fine 


province 


y 


I' he 


i J VM 

Curds 


were now become terrible to ail the princes of the Kail. 


This term was in common 
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Tartars, and fignified no more, than certain roving clans 
who lived upon plunder; but fettled wherever they 
could do it to advantage. It does not appear, that they 
had the Ieaft knowledge in manufadfures, excepting perhaps 
in making their own arms, and far lefs, in learning, or the 
arts. Hamdan had taken a large body of thofe Curds into 
his pay, or protedlion, and the cal iff Al Motaded, in the 
281ft year of the Hejra, marched with a ftrongarmy, to drive 
him out of Mawfel. He was oppofed iby the Curds , and 
others of Hamdan’s forces, whom he cut in pieces, or push¬ 
ed into the river Zab, not far from Mawfel ; which feems 
to have furrendered to him. Al Motaded next took Maredin, 
which was defended by one of Hamdan’s fons, and having 
deftroycd it, he carried his army back to Bagdad. By the com¬ 
plexion of the hiftory of this reign, it appears as if matters 
had been compromifed, between the califF and Hamdan , 
who was in pofieffion of a very fine well fortified city, called 
Hofeinia, (poflibly after Hofein , Alt’s fon) and garrifoned by 
Suppreft. tenthoufand men. For, we underftand that the califFfoon 

after became mafter of that place, and of Hamdan’s own 
perfon, but we know of no feverity he inflidted upon him; 
fo far from that, Hofein, Hamdan’s ton, was appointed by the 
califftobeone of his generals, and another of his fons, 
Abdallah , was a general under the fucceeding califF. 

About this time, Al Motaded's father-in-law, Ka mar any ah, 
.- ff the fultan of Egypt and Syria, was murdered in his bed by 
one of his domeftics, and the army obliged his fon, Ialjh, 
or hgypt • w j 10 f uccee ded him, to ftrike off his uncle’s head, who it 

feems had been acceffary to the fadh Thofe tragedies how¬ 
ever, proved but a prelude to.the fate of laijh himfelf, who 
had not enjoyed his power, above eight months, when he 
and his mother were put to death by the army, who de- 
molifhed his palace in Mefr, and raifed his brother, 


Murderof 
the 


Harun, who was but ten years of age, to the. fovereign- 
ty of Syria , and 

his connedtion with Harun 's family, thought this mmo- 

his pretenfions to the 


Egypt. 


- - o 7-- w o 

Al Motaded, notwithftanding 


rity a proper time for reviving 

fupremacyof Egypt. He therefore, very politically, wrote 
Heisfuc- a letter to young Harun, beftowing upon him the govern- 
ceeded by ment of Egypt, upon condition of being paid by way of ac- 
Harun. knowledgement or tribute, the annual lum of one million, 

five hundred thoufand dinars, which demand Harun, or ra¬ 
ther his tutors, complied with. 

This accommodation feems to have reftored tranquillity 
for fome years to the califat, and it was employed by ell May 
taded to the beft of purpofes, the promoting the happinefs 

j, of his people ; in fo much that he is by fome authors placed 

Irudence 

a level with the beft and moft virtuous of the princes of 
Al Abbas. He feemed to be particularly care'ful not to ex- 
afperate the houfe of AH, whofe influence he perceived to 
be {till very great in the califat; and even over thofe 
princes, who had eredted thcmfclves into fovereigns, out 

of 
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of the ruins of the califat, and who rendered themfelves 
voluntary tributaries to that houfe. Al Motaded, either 
from principle or fear, was inclined to carry this confidera- 
-tion for the houfe of Ali farther than was confident with 
true policy. For he propofed, that Moavjyah , the founder 
of the houfe of Ommiyah, fhould be publicly curfed in all 
mofques, for his having introduced the practice of curfing 
the name of Ali, and his family. But his vizir, or firft mi- 
nifter, Obeidallah, found means to perfuade him from this 
impolitic refolution, by representing to him the dreadful 
confequences that might attend it, if it fhouid encourage the 
houfe o i'Ali, already too powerful in the empire, to reunite, 
and revive their antient claims. 

This confideration however, did not deter him from ma- Hisjuftice 
nifefting feveral noble a&s of generofity towards that fa- lo J t h e 
mily. The prince of Tabrejlan , who has been already men- houfe of 
tioned, having fent by the hands of a merchant, a prefent 'JH 
of thirty thoufand dinars to one of the heads of the houfe 
Ali, the governor of Bagdad laid hold of it, as a forfeiture 
to the government. The party that was wronged, imme¬ 
diately carried his complaint to the califf himfelf, who or¬ 
dered the money to be reftored, to the great fcandal of the 
Somites , the inveterate enemy of the Sbiits , and the family 
of Ali . But Al Motaded ftopt their mouths, by informing 
them, of the infinite obligations he lay under, to Ali him¬ 
felf, who had feveral times appeared to him, and predicted 
his own and his family’s future greatnefs; provided that 
the califf did juftice, and {hewed kindnefs to the defeendants 
of that irnan. 

We are obliged at this period to be almoft entirely di- Diftrac- 
redted by Modem authors, the Chriftian hiftorians fcarce- tions of 
ly mentioning the affairs of the califat at Bagdad\ under the em- 
Al Motaded. The Greek emperor at this time, was Leo, the pire of 
fon of Bafilius , and notwithftanding the internal tran- Greece.' 
quility of Motaded' s empire, hoftilities Hill went on upon 
the frontiers. The empire of the Greeks, as well as that of 
the califf, was at this jun&ure torn in pieces by barbarians ; 
who now befieged Constantinople itfelf. Upon this, Leo or¬ 
dered all the Modem (laves, who were in or about Con¬ 
jlantinople, to be armed; and they formed fo confiderable 
and brave a body, that it was thro’ them, principally, the 
barbarians were obliged to raifethe fiege. When the danger 
was over, the emperor difperfed them through different parts 
of his empire, being apprehenfive of the confequences, 
fhould they keep together in a body. He was however, ge¬ 
nerous enough, foon after to give them the benefit of a cartel, 
which he fettled or renewed, with the califf, by which great 
numbers of Mofiems of both.fexes, recovered their liberty, A phan* 
The credulity of hiftorians have raifed up in the palace tom ap- 
of Al Motaded, a phantom or vifion, which they fay, was pears to 
continually haunting him, in different (hapes; in that of a the cali& 
merchants a deryis, a foldier, an angel, and other ap- 

* P d 4 pearances, 
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pearances. Various were the conjectures which the news 
of this apparition raifed at Bagdad \ moft people believed it 
to be fupernatural, but they were divided, about its 
being a good or a bad genius ; and fome few had the cour¬ 
age to believe, that the whole ftory was an impoflure, con¬ 
trived and carried on by artful defigning people. That the 
califF himfelf was of that opinion, appears pretty plainly, 
from his having punifhed, as we are told he did, feveral 
perfons whom hefufpected of being concerned in the irnpo- 
ijtion. Vv r hatever may be infinuated to the contrary by Mof- 
lem authors, /,l Motadcd feems not to have been a prince, 
who was capable of being deceived in fo grofs a manner. 
One inflance is fufiicient to convince us of his good fenfe,. 
in matters of government; and it is as follows. 

One Sheik Kaiath , a perfon of no great note, while the 
Turks domineered at the califF’s court, fawone of thofebar- 
His great barians attempting to violate the chafrity of a young wo- 
and wife man, whofe outcries brought him to her relief. But his in¬ 
policy. terpofttion was in vain ; the monfter ahufed and maltreated 

him, and would have perpetrated his infamous delign, had 
not Sheik mounted the place of the great moft}ue, from 
whence the people are fummoned to prayers, and from 
thencecalled them together with all the force he could, lo 
that the congregation in an inftant became ftrong enough 
to deliver the poor young woman. Such a fummons, when 
not proclaimed in the hour of prayer was deemed by the 
Mejlems to be fo bad a precedent, and fo irregular, that 
Sheik was brought before the califF himfelf, who intended 
to punifh him for the offence. Sheik however had the good 
fortune to reprefeut the extraordinary neceffity of it, fo ef¬ 
fectually, that the califF, inftead of punifhment, gave him 
thanks; together with a kind of cenforial power, to call the 

inftanee of injury 
the fame time he 

ordered the Turk to receive condign punifhment. This ac¬ 
tion rendered Sheik’s reputation fo refpectable all over Bag- 
dad , that-it had a prodigious influence upon the reformation 
of their'manners, and he was coniidered as the father'of 
all who we re helplefs or injured: and even the greateli 
courtiers flood in awe of his virtue. We are told, that 
one of them, having borrowed a large fum of money from 
a merchant, the latter finding himfelf unable to recover it, 
was prepared to go upon a voyage, giving it over for loft; 
but v/as advtfcd by a friend to lay his cafe before Skeik, 
which he accordingly did. 


t 


people in the fame manner, upon every i 
or violence offered to his fubje£ts, and at 


Suet A\ 


being fully convinced of 
the merchant’s demand, immediately went to the courtier, 
apd demanded, in a peremptory manner, that he fhould do 
juflicc to the merchant; giving him at.the fame time to un¬ 
derhand, that if be fhould remain refraclory, he knew 
where to obtain it; upon this, the nobleman immediately 

paid 
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This 


49 ? 


paid him the money. . . 

P r0V e what influence private virtue may have, when pro¬ 
perty fupported, upon the morals of a people. 

The reign of this califF, is noted for many unufual ap- Ridicu- 

arances j n t b e a ty. f or ftorms, tempefts, rains, and in- lous error 

undations $ all which are fo common in the hiftories. of of aftrolo- 


that it would be to no purpofe, to re- gers 


count 

thors, were it not 


Moflem 


faftern countries, 

the particulars we meet 

for a very Angular effe£t, which thofe 

appearances produced. For one year being remarkably 
rainy ,the aftrologers of Bagdad foretold, that all Mefopotamia , 
and the neighbouring countries, the diftritSt of Bagdad alone 
excepted, Should be laid under water; they proved, how¬ 
ever, to be fo fallible in their predi&ions, that thofe coun¬ 
tries! inftead of being laid underwater, were fo parched up, 
that they oftered up public prayers, in all of the mofques of 

Bagdad, for rain. 

All the care and policy of Al Motaded , could not infure Hej. 7.85. 


the tranquility of his dominions. The 


A.D.89S 


the rebel Arabs, were now become fo powerful, that the ca- Rebellion 
jiff was obliged, at avaft expence, to throw a wall round of the 
]] a fra , in the year of the Hejra 285. But this did not flop Kama- 
their progrefs, for being headed by one Abu Said, they made tians. 

1 Q . ^ # ° | /• • + * * T\ • « 


Kotif 


of 


armies, 
To rai fe tl 


was at that 


tnerefources his predccefi'ors had enjoyed, and being ob¬ 
liged always to keep on foot numerous 
time greatly diftreffed for money. 

ceffary for reducing the rebels, he was obliged to have re- 
courie to private fubjetSts, and it probably was upon this 
occafion, that the following remarkable incident happened. 

Hearing of a perfon who was faid to be immenfely rich, of Suffice 
the califF lent for him, told him of his necefiities, “ and Jn t J he ca _ 

liff. 


Inftance 


and 

that he would be obliged to borrow from him a fum of 
money.” “Take,” anfwered the generous Modem, with¬ 
out hefltation, “ as much as you pleafe.” The califr, 
ftruck with the greatnefs of this reply, demanded of the 
Modem, “ what fecurity he demanded for the repayment.” 


It 


Security,” replied the other, 


God 


you with the government of his people j have you not ac¬ 
quitted yourfeif as a wife and worthy prince of that truft, and 
fhall I be afraid to truft you with my money, without fecu- 
rity?” This magnanimity, and loyalty in a private perfon, 
drew tears from the eyes of the cal iff, and he fwore, that, 
far from touching the man’s money, fhould he fall into de¬ 
cay, ajl the trcafurcs he could command fhould be at his 
icrvice. 

The califF, at laft however, was enabled to raife an army 

with which he marched agamft the rebels in the 286th year 

of the Ht-jra, and laid liege to Ami da, an important city of 

Mefopotamia , lying upon the Tigris, and in their hands. It 

was 


His war 
with the 
rebels. 



<fi6' A GENERAL HISTORY , 

was defended by Ahmed , the fon of Sketk , who appears to 
have been a man of great courage and experience. Hede- 
fended the place fo bravely, that though the califf was at 
the head of a numerous well appointed army, and had by 
his battering engines, made a pra&icable breach in the 
walls, yet rather than venture upon a ftorm, he received the 
place by capitulation, and not only granted Ahmed his life, 
but carried him to Bagdad , and treated him with marks of 
high favour and diftinction. 

The redu<£Hon of Ami da was followed by that of Kinrijfw , 
and of Al Aiuafeniy under the califf’s power. But while 
Al Motaded was thus oppofing the progrefs of rebellion in 
one part of his dominions, it was gaining ground in ano¬ 
ther. The Karmatians, like other enthufiafts, forgot the 
Progrefs moderation of their original principles, and were guilty of 
of the g rca teft barbarities. In Yamama , they were headed by 

JCarma- s a id^ who feems to have been unable, to check their 

trail rebels barbarities and cruelties ; and in other refpe&s, to have been 

a man of moderation, and wifdorn. While the califf was 
employed againft Ami da , Abu Said laid fiege to Hajr, a 
place of vaft ftrength, in Yamama ; but being ill provided, 
for an attempt of that kind, he was obliged to abandon the 
fiege, and to form that of Al Ahfa ’, a town of the fame 
diftrift, about two miles diftant from Hajr. Being like- 
wife baffled here, his troops laid wafte, the neighbouring 
country; and being recruited, he again attempted the 
fiege of Hajr , but with* the fame ill fuccefs as before. The 
rebels however, being mafters of all the open country, 

fpread an inexpreffible defolation wherever they came; and 
though it was then late in the year, yet the califf was obliged 
to mark towards Yamama ; that he might, if poffible, check 
their progrefs. but finding that the new conquefts lie had 
made, required more troops to guard them than he could 
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Egypt 


KinriJTi 


confiderntion of forty-five thoufand dinars, which the califf, 


and his fucceflors received 


Harun 


The 


Egypt 


arms 


^ of* 

thecaiift’s lifF’s arms „ under Abbas? the fon of Omar’, whom heem 

ployed to take the field againft Abu Said ; who now con¬ 
tinued his ravages, all over Arabia and Irak . A battle en- 
fuing between thofe two generals, Abbas received a total de¬ 
feat ; and he himfelf, with feven hundred of his men, were 

Toners. The reafon why fo few prifoners were 
made, ’fn lb general an engagement was, becaufe moftof 




the Karmatians refufed to give quarter to the cal iff’s troops. 
The victorious rebel made no inhuman ufe of his fucccfs, 
but calling for Abbas , he gave him his liberty, upon his pro- 
mifing, to endeavour to infpire. his maftey with pacific len- 

tinaents- 
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timents. At the fame time, he gave to Al Abbas a defcrip- 
tion of the Karmatians, whom he reprefented to be far fu- 
j,erior to the califf’s troops in bearing the fatigues of the 
field ; and he told him that from that time, they were deter¬ 
mined to give no quarter to any of Al Motaded’s forces. 

Abbas performed his undertaking; and the califf was fo 
touched with his reprefentation, that for one campaign, 
he did not attempt to fubdue the rebels. This was perhaps A g rPat 
2$ much owing to inability, as to moderation ; for Abu P la S ue * 
Said, after defeating Abbas , again laid fiege to Hajr ; and 
preffed it fo clofe, that he reduced the garrifon to feed 
upon dogs and unclean creatures ; ’till they were ftarved into 
a furrender, and all the garrifon and inhabitants, who 
furvived, were flaughtered, by the Karmatians , who aban¬ 
doned the city after plundering it. The plague, that fame- 
year, made as great ravages as the rebels did. For we are 
told, that, in the province of Abherbijan, the living were not 
fufficient to bury the dead, fo that they were left expofed 
upon the ftreets, and highways; and, as if all thefe cala¬ 
mities had been infufficient to compleat the deflrudlion of 
the now feeble califat, the Greeks made a frefh irruption 




into it. and carried off fifteen 
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tivity 


9 J 

The califf in the year of the Hejra 289, re-affembled his Refolii- 
troops, whom he marched againft the Karmatian army, that t j on °F a 
was encamped near Cufa. The fpirit of thofe rebels may Farma-f 
be eafily conceived, by that of one of their leaders, who on tian * 
this occafion was furprized upon his poft, and carried pri- 

.« < r 1 1 • rr 't* 1 r* n n • .1 a 1 ■■» ' . 


loner before the califf. 


Motaded 


afkcd him, was, whether he and his fe£t believed, that the 
Spirit of God refided in him. “ If it does,” replied the 
Karmatian furlily, “can that injure you? But if the fpirit of 
the devil is in us, can that avail you, mind thy own affairs. 


and concern not thyfelf with ours.” The califf then t 
the officer to declare his opinion concerning his own right 
to the califat. He replied with great fpirit, “ That though 
Al Abbas , the founder of his family, was alive at the time of 
the Prophet’s death, neither Mahomet , nor any of his com¬ 
panions, had ever thought of him as his fucceffor, and that 
s-bu Baker was unanimoufly chofen. Al Abbas continued 
the Karmatian , was not even one of the fix, whom Omar 
named, as candidates to lucceed him : then if the founder of 
your family, was excluded by the Prophet and his compa¬ 
nions, from that high dignity, what right, fir, can you have 
to it.” This flinging anfwer, provoked the califf'fo much, 
that he ordered the executioner to put th ? Karmatian to a 
moft excruciating death, by disjointing his bones, and cut¬ 
ting off his hands and feet, and then his head. 

The fentiments of this Karmatian feems to have been The Rate 
thofe of the greateft part of the califat, at this time; nor of theca- 
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could all the virtues and 


Motaded 


cover 
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cover the authority and the power that had departed from 
it. The truth is, the conftitution of the califat itfelf, was 
politically fpeaking, no better than a rope of fand, when 
a man of virtue or abilities, or both, was not at it’s head. 
Many fueh califfs had appeared amongft them, who, by 
uniting the cbara£ters of prieft, and prince, and difeharg- 
ing the chara&ers of both, had reared the califat to the 
amazing height it arofeto; and had their fucceflbrs been 
equal to them, their empire, to all appearance, muft have 

Been univerfal. But the Mojlons, judging by appearances, 

did not think, that effeminate weak princes were fit to 
be emperors ; or cruel diffolute men to be imans : and the 
houfe o f Jl Abbas, having got by conqueft all they enjoyed, 
the Shut, the Karmatian , the Egyptian , the Tabrcjtan , and 
other princes, endeavoured to eredt fovereignties upon the 
fame principle. And yet, under all difadvantages, the ca* 
Jiff was {till a powerful prince. He poflefled a noble ter* 
ritory ; and all, but the profefled Shiits , and their friends, 
{till confidered the califf of Bagdad, as being the true iman, 
when he a£ted up to that charadter. 

Such was the ftate of the califat of Bagdad at the time 
of Al Mo faded's death, which happened in the 289th 
year of the Hejra, in the 10th year of his reign, and about 
the 48th of his age. In his perfon he was middle iized, 
meagre and fwarthy, and beginning to grow grey, he d ed 
his beard black; but his face upon the whofe, was comely. 
His conftitution was extreamly ftrong and robuft; and it 
is faid, that the immoderate pleafure which he took in his 
fieraglio, occafioned his death. As to his intelle&ual and 
political accomplifhments, the readers may perceive by ma¬ 
ny paflages of his reign, that he would have recovered the 
affairs of the califat, had they been retrieveable. As it was, 
he and his father did wonders, confidering the thraldom 
which the Turkijh mercenaries had brought upon it, and the 
convulsions it fullered by rebellions and infurre&ions. But 
that enthuftafm, which had originally eftablifhed the califat, 
was now turned againft it. It is here proper to obferve, 
that all the califfs lince the days of Othinan , affe&ed fome 
right of defeent, as well as of recognition and conqueft. The 
fir ft califf, after Mahomet, was plainly eleefed ; but in that 
election regard was had to what was conceived to be the 
fen fie of the Prophet. Omar and Gthman fiucceeded, by 
right rather of recommendation, than nomination, and an 
election was found to be abfolutely neceffary to give them 
Sovereignty. AH likewife fucceeded by ele&ion, but he 
ficcretly defpifed that light, and all his houfe always pre¬ 
tended the right of blood, as being lineally deficended from 
the Prophet. T he houfe of Omniiyah , though they rofeby 
conqueft, pleaded a family right to reign over t he Ards, 
which deficended to them from their anceftors, even before 

the tUvs of Adahonict , and the ho.ufie of dl Abbas contended, 

that 
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that their^itle was preferable to that of All, becaufe they 
were the elder branch of the Hejham family. As to the 
feveral modes of fucceffion amongft the califfs of the, fame 
houfe, they were plainly founded upon nomination and 
recognition, fometimes by fa&ion, and fometirpes through 
affedion ; and Al Motaded himfelf, before his death, nomi- 
nated his (pn to be his fucceflor, and had him recognized 




as 


fuch. 


Though Al Motaded was remarkable for the mildnefs and His feve- 

moderation of his government, yet we are informed, that «ty upon 
he knew at times how to a£t with dignity, and even with occafions. 
feverity. One trifling incident happened to him, which 
would not deferve mention here, did it not tend indirectly 
to Ihew, to what a pitch of pride and cruelty, the califfs 
who preceeded him, had arifen. For a page, in driving a- 
way the flies, having touched the califF’s cap with his ran, 
fo that it fell from his head, upon the califF’s pardoning the 
boy, his vizir, who was prefent, could not help proftrating 
himfelf before him on the ground, and calling out, in a 
rapture of admiration, 4 ‘ O commander of the faithful, 

can there be fo much clemency in fo powerful a fove- 

• >> ’ 
reign. 

It would beunpardonable to clofe the hiftory of this prince’s His fail- 
reign, without taking notice, that he joined fome of the inws. 
failings of his family to its virtues. He enjoyed learned ° 
men, as his friends and companions; and gave them more 
of his confidence, than he did even his minifters of ftate. 

Amongft thofe learned men, was one Ahmed ’, the fon of 
Mahomet , who had been Al Motaded’s preceptor, and con¬ 
tinued to enjoy the firft place in his efteem and affection, 

’till having betrayed afecrethe entrufted him with, he or¬ 
dered him to be put to death. But with this paffion for 
learning, he had the weaknefs to believe in judicial aftro- 
logy ; and one Sarah, a Turk , ferved him in the capacity 
of aftrologer. 



Al MoCtafi the feventeentb cali 

Al Abbas. 





A S the vifir was the firft officer of ftate, upon Al Mo - 41 MoSlafi 

faded* s dcceafe, Kafem, who held that high poft under prociaim- 
him, immediately gave intelligence of it to Al Mcftafi, who e d and re- 
was then at AlRakka , and in the mean while, ordered him cognized 
to be proclaimed califf at Bagdad. Al Mcdtafi, loft no time caiiff. 
in getting himfelf recognized by his army, and formally 

inaugurated at Bagdad. He fcarcelv was fettled on the 

throne. 


4 14 


A GENEARAL HISTORY 


Ihrone, when his vizir Al Kafem , who in the late rei?n 
had entered into fome cabals to let Al Moflafi afide from the 
fucceffion, to which, only one Badar was privy, f ear _ 
ing to be betrayed by him, infpired the califF with a jealoufy 
of Badar's defigns, who was then reliding at Irak , and pre¬ 
vailed with him to fend an army againff him. Badar , as if 
confcious of no ill intention, flood only upon the defenfive 
hut finding that the califF had found means to gain over 
the troops he had with him, he retired to IVajet , where 
Al Kafem prevailed upon him, by a promife of pardon 
which he fent to him by Al Harem , the chief judge of 
the califat, to lay down his arms before he was at- 
tacked by the califF, who was in motion againft him. 
Badar complied, but AlKafem ordered his head to be ffruclc 
off, as he was coming to Bagdad ', to which Al MoSlaf, im¬ 
mediately returned. Though we have given this incident 


Death of as related 


£adai\ 


:he Moflem authors, yet, we cannot help 
many circumftances in it are improbable. 


-Q 

Al Kafem , by 

tafi, and therefore we can lcarcely fuppoie, that he would 
cabal again# the fucceffion, and however treacherous he 
might have been towards Badar , there is great room for be¬ 
lieving, that the latter intended to rebel, or fet up for him- 
felf; as fo many other generals and governors had done of 
late. 


The Kar~ 

motions 
renew 
their re- 


The Karmatians 


Al Mattafi 


to gather ftrength, and 


one Yabya. Thofe enthufiafts were now formidable, not 


bellion. AlMoftaji 


Harun the cal iff of Egygt. 

bakr , z 

RuJ'ufi 


then plundered that city and its neighbourhood, and after 
burning the great mofque there, they marched into the 
prefecture of Syria, where Harun s general, Tai, oppofed 
them at the head of an army, but was defeated ; and the 
Karmatians then laid fiege to Damafcus itfelf. Upon this, 
Harun ordered another of his generals, B 
forces with the remains of the army under 
tempt to raife the fiege. This produced : 
which ended in the entire defeat and death of Yahyayand the 
Syrians , after putting vaft numbers of his followers to the 
fword, even made themfelves mailers of his camp. 

The Karmatians , who now adled rather like fiends than 
cruelties, human beings, feemed to acquire new fpirits by this defeat. 


Tni 


bloody battle, 


Their 


They 


Al Hofe 


fhed 


by his courage and his brutality. Far fre 

Karmatians under Al Hoft 


- I , J ' 

abandoning 


the important city of Hems 


receiving great reinforce- 
Datnaf 


taken that capital had they not been perfuaded, by a large 

fum of money, fent to them by the inhabitants, to with¬ 
draw, 
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I draw and to return to Hems. They next took Hamah , and 
I Maara, two cities, each within two days journey of Kin- 

•L and then they feized upon the famous Baalbec , and 
fdared very few of the inhabitants wherever thejr conquered, 

or carried their arms. Meeting with an oppofition at 5 ala- 

wlyah, a place of vaft ftrength in the diftrift of Hems, At 
mein received it upon capitulation; which ftipulated all 
manner of fecurity to the lives and effects of the inhabit¬ 
ants, but the moment he entered the place, in defiance of 
the capitulation, he maffacred every living creature in it, 

! of the brute, as well as of the human, fpecies. He proceed- and trea- 
ed with equal cruelty, and ravages, throughout almoft all chery. 
the open country of Syria ; and put the inhabitants, where- 

ever he found them to the fword. 

It would have been impoffible for Hofein to have infpired Pretenfi- 
his foldiers with fuch diabolical fury, had he not pretended ons of 
an extraordinary commiffion from God, as being lineally Hofein 
dcfcended from Al Sadik the Juft, whom the Mojlejns hold their lea- 
j n the utmoft veneration, as being the fixth iman. This der. 
pretence of defcent, whether true or falfe, with enthufiafts 
fanftified all the inhumanities he was guilty of. But Al 
Hofein had under him feveral excellent officers, particularly 
ant Motawek for in the year of the Hejra 290, the califf 
fent one of his generals Al Az, with ten thoufand men, 
againft a body of the Karmatians , commanded by Motawek. 

The califFs troops coming up with them, immediately 

threw off their garments, that they might charge the rebels 

with the greater fury. Motawek however, remained mafter 

of the field, and Al A% , after loofing the greateft part of his 

army, was obliged to retreat to Aleppo , where, he was (hut 

up and befieged by Motawek. As thofe rebels were feldom Defeat the 

equal to a fiege of any difficulty, Al Az. made fo good a de- califf’s 

fence, that he obliged Motawek to abandon that of Aleppo , troops. 

and he returned to his ufual ravages in the open country ; 

where he defeated feveral parties of the califf’s troops. 

Al Mottafii who feems to have been inferior to none of his Troubles 
predeceffors, either in courage or conduct, would foon have of the ca* 

fubdued the Karmatians , had they been the only enemies he lifai. 
had to deal with j but both the Turks and the Greeks , taking 
advantage of the domeftic diftradiions of the califat, invad¬ 
ed it about the fame time. The Turks had, ever fince the 
days of Mowafek , grandfather to the prefent califf, dwindled 
in power and credit, at the Modern court; where fotne of 
them however ftill continued to ferve, but notin formidable 
numbers. Being no ftrangers to the redu&ion of the cali- 
fat’s power, they now entered it by the way of Mawaralnar, 
with an almoft innumerable army, commanded by no fewer 
than feven hundred general and field officers. The califf which is 
however, attacked them fo opportunely, with a regular, invaded 
well appointed army, that he defeated and drove them back, by the 
with an incredible (laughter. His troops were equally fuc- Turks. 
cefsful againft the Greeks , who about the fame time, invaded 

the 
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Modem 


hundred thoufand men. 


Himei 


They are 

defeated. 
Jnvafion 
of the 
Greeks* 


nicus , generals of great experience, yet they were obliged to 
retire out of the calirat; without doing any tlvngof note; 
According to the Greek hiftorians, a difference arofe between 
thole two generals, by means of one Samonas , a treacherous 

favourite with the T ' 


believe 

thofe 


emperor. But there is great reafonto 
the Mqflems mentioned on this occafion, were 
f Africa and Sicily , and not Bagdad , becaufe the 
difference, which is faid to have arifen between Himer'm , 
and Andromicus , did not, according to them, happen before 
the year 887. 

Be that as it will, Al Modlafi , being now at leifure, to 
chaftize the brutal Karmalians , formed againft them an 


army of one hundred thoufand men, and put himfelf at their 


Th eKar- head. The 


mat tans 
entirely 


Hofe 



this time 


fpread over all Syria, was mod; deplorable, and the contri¬ 
butions he had levied, were immenfe. At laft, the calif 


defeated, having advanced as far as AlRakka, gave the command of the 

van of his army to Mahomet the fon of Solyman ; and tho’ the 
- rebels endeavoured firft to retire, yet they were forced to a ge¬ 
neral battie at a place called Tamna, where they were entirely 
defeated by the califf, whofe viftcry coft him very little. 
It appears upon this occafion, as if little or no quarter had 
been given, for befides Hofcin himfelf, no more than three 
hundred and fixty of the Kannatians were taken prifoners, 
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( Hofcin 


had their hands, 


Policy'of 
the califf. 


feet, and heads cut off, at Bagdad , by order of the califf, 
who entered that capital at the head of his troops, in for¬ 
mal triumph. 

The glorious fuppreflion of this rebellion, under AlHi- 
fein , the defeat of the Turks, and fome important advantages 
gained about the fame time by the Mofcms over the Greeks, 
revived the luftre ofthe califat. Were we to hazard a con¬ 
jecture on this occafion, it would be, that Al MoBafi was 
not near fo forward as he might have been, in fuppreffing 


with re¬ 
gard to 
Egypt. 


Hof 

run . 


Tolttn 


at Mo Hap looked upon the power of the 
Syria arid Egypt , as no better than a 


in ayrta aria agypi, as no 

fortunate ufurpation, notwithstanding the fanCtion it recciv- 
ed from his own, and his father’s, forced confent. Harm 
had loft the beft of his troops, in his wars with the Kama - 
tians ; and Al Moftaf refolved to treat them both equal!v T 
as rebels. With tliis view, he put Mahomet the Ion of 
Solyman , his beft general, at the head of his army, and lent 
him to recover Syria , and Egypt , to the obedience of the 
califat 5 at the fame time he lent a fleet under one Damn.’ 
nus , a Greek , to make a defeent upon the lea coafts of 

The Kar~ ^fotvvithftanding the total defeat which Al Hofcin had tc- 
jnatians caved, the Kannatians continued (till to keep the field in 

Ilir again. ' 
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detached bodies ; Tome of which were very confiderable.’ 

The ftrongeft of thofe parties was commanded by one At 
tfajem, whom Mahomet defeated near Hems ; and having 
taken him prifoner, with feven hundred of his men, he fent 
them all under a guard to the califf at Al Rakka j and by 
his command all of them were put to death; and their bo¬ 
dies expofed upon gibbets at Bagdad ; their general Najem,, 
having been tortured before he was beheaded. This victory 
put Mahomet \n poffeffion of Hems ; and making it now nd 
fecret of the real intent of his expedition, he marched di- 
reflly to Damafcus ; which being in no condition to refill: 
a powerful well appointed army, was put into his hands, 
by Haruris governor there, who very poffibly expeCted no 
fuchyifit. Mahomet^ after this conqu^ft, that he might not 
give Harun time to recover his conftei nation, marched with ™h e c ^tlF 
great rapidity through Palejiinc. Harun made prepara- invadesZT- 

tions for refilling the florin that was now ready to burft upon EP** 
him, and getting his army together, he marched to fight 
Mahomet, upon the frontiers of his dominions; and waited 
fox him at a place called Alhafta . It is hard to fay* what the 
event might have been, as Mahomet 's troops mull: have been 
harraffed, by fo long a march, had not Al Harun ’s courage 
been baffled by unforefeen events. Damlanus , the califrs 
Greek admiral, landed a ftrong body of land-forces in Egypt , 
and, at a place called 'Tannuah , they defeated a numerous 
party of Haruns army, while Mahomet was advancing on 
the other fide with great rapidity. 

Harun had an unde, one Sbaiban , who had long meditat- That ca- 
ed the depofition and death of his nephew, and laid hold ljff aflaffi- 
of this junCture for gratifying his ambition. He accordingly nated. 
murdered Harun , and affumed to himfelf the fovereignty of 
Egypt. But the affaffination of Harun met with fo much 
deteftation from' the army, that they invited Mahomet to de¬ 


throne the ufurper, 


, at the fame time, to recog¬ 


nize the authority of the califf, if he was in a condition to 
proteft them. Mahomet , willing to improve an opportunity 
fo favourable for his own and his matter's interefts, gave 
them the ftrongeft aflurances of protection ; and entering 
Egypt , he marched with his army to Al Rayab, near Mefr , 
the capital, where even She!ban, and the reft of the Tolun fa¬ 
mily fubmitted to the califf, upon receiving from Mahomet 
full pardon, and indemnity for their lives and effects. 

Egypt , as we have already feen, had grown immenfely rich, 
under the Tolun family. The califf of Bagdad had great 
occafions for money, and Mahomet , his general, was co¬ 
vetous. He therefore ordered all the great officers, and fe- ^ re ^ 

cretaries, fvho had been aboutfifarWs court, to repair with C overedto 
their effeCts to Bagdad j and he impofed a kind of tax upon i:r t 
thofe who enjoyed the califf's protection, which raifed one 
million of dinars, befkles one million more, which he ex- 


afted of the provinces. 

Vo l. VI. 


He then applied himfelf to regulate 


E e 


the 
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the affairs of his new acquifition; and after ftayino f lx 
months in Egypt, he returned to Irak , leaving one 7 /^ 
govern in his room. 

This fum of two million of dinars, raifed from fo opu¬ 
lent a country as Egypt was but ihconfiderable; and 4 
MoSiafi thought it fo. He therefore gave orders, fo r j n . 
quiring into his general^ conduct, and finding that he had 
been guilty of great peculations, he threw him, loaded with 
irons, into prifon: and obliged him to refund his iniquitous 
•wealth. The removal of fo great a man encouraged 4 
Kalij, a Syrian general, who had ferved under Harm , to 
declare againft the califf, and drawing together an army, h e 
prepared to invade Egypt . If a, and his general dl Maderani 
drawing together thecalifPs army there, marched to oppofe 
him, upon the frontiers of that kingdom. But the number 
of Al Kalij s troops, was faid to be fo formidable, that the 
califf’s generals and their army, were feized with a pannic; 
and fled with the utmoft precipitation, firft to Al Fofat, and 
then to Al Tiza , burning down bridges, and doing every 
thing that could fecure their retreat from Al Kalij. This panic 
every day increafing, Kalij, made himfelf mafter of 
and the people of Fojlat , and the adjacent countries, hav¬ 
ing no manner of protection from Ifa, or their government, 
■whofe fears drove them from place to place, they fubmitted 
to the rebels, who remained,, for eight months, in peaceable 
poflefiion of the capital of Egypt. At the expiration of that 
time, Al Moftafi had leifure to fend againft him an army, 
tinder his freed man Fatec , and one Jam a mi ; who entirely de¬ 
feated Al Kalij, and he was taken and fent prifoner to Bag¬ 
dad, together with a great number of his principal officers. 
After this ,Fatec having made a triumphantentry in AlFoJiat , 
was recalled, and Ifa was rcftored to the government of 
Egypt. The reftoring him, after the cowardice and mijj 
management he had been guilty of, feems to indicate, that 
this califf regarded in the governors of his provinces, fide¬ 
lity, and obfequioufnefs, rather than great abilities or great 
courage, which had fo often proved fatal to his family. 

Notwithanding all the dreadful blows the Karmatlans had 
received, we find them, in the 293d year of the Hejra, as. 
powerful as ever, under one Zakruna , a bold fcccefslul re¬ 
bel. Under him, they feized the cities of Adrat, and Baft a, 
deftroying the inhabitants, and pillaging the country. They 
then put to death, Saleh, the califf J s governor of Damafcu 
and laid fiege to that city, but through the valour of the 
garrifon they were repulfed, and obliged to raife it, and 
retired towards Tiberias, where they were defeated by Tufj, 
one of the califf’s generals, who purfued the rebels to M 
Sawan, in the defert. This flight however, feems to have 
been intended as a decoy to Tufef, for the rebels, having 

recruited their army, faced about, and not only gave Yum 

a total 


I 
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tal defeat, but took his camp, at a place called Sabean , near .Defeat o* 


taiefh 


This 


fruucji"? s -r — waa LUC Uic wi u 

more fenfibly felt by the cal iff, as the Greeks, about the fame troops, 
time, had invaded the califat, and taken Cyrrhus , where they 
burnt the great mofque, put numbers of the inhabitants to 
death, and carried the reft into captivity. 

It may be here proper to obferve, that the numerous 
relations, of maflacres, defeats, burnings, and devaluations 
of all kinds, which occur in this hiftory, would be as incred- rcncc,uo 
ible, as they are difagreeable, did we not reflea, that the 

countries where they happened were the richeft, and molt 
populous, of any in the world. Befides that opulence, and 
populoufnefs, that they had from nature, they had been 
improved with all the advantages which along fucceffion 
of the moft powerful princes that ever fat upon a throne, 
could procure for them, from the moft diftant parts of their 
dominions which, as has been already obferved, reached even 
to fome parts of what is now known by the name of the 
Eaft-Indies. Europe , excepting that part of it which was 
held by the African, and Spanijh Mofems , was, at this time, 
over run with barbarifm, ignorance, and fuperftitionj and 
even the courts of its greateft princes were ftrangers to what 
are now reckoned the comforts and conveniencies of life. 


A JIv vuv vseuw* ileum) 

lived in a fplendour which the 


their fubjefts 


had no idea of, and they were accuftomed to luxuries, which 
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European 


Europe 


Upon 


frequent flaughters, or ravages, mentioned in this hiftory, 
appear the lefs incredible, when we reflect, that they hap¬ 
pened in countries which afforded inexhauftable mines of 
men, money, and wealth, of every kind. On the other 
hand, they who committed them were enthufiafts ; many 
of them drawn from the moft barbarous countries, the 
deferts of Ethiopia , Nigrita , Arabia , and Perfia , and all of 
them moulded to the wifhes and ambition of their leaders, 
whom they were taught to look upon, as prophets, and par¬ 
takers of divinity: in fHort, they had nothing human 
about them but the form, and the failings, of mankind. 

The ; fuccefs of the Karmatians againft Tufef, emboldened Prog-ref? 
them, in the 294th year of the Hejra, to attack one of thofe ofih e/£ar 
great caravans, which yearly carry pilgrims to Mecca. They motions, 
did this with fo much cruelty, that, befides plundering the 
caravan, they put to death 20,coo of the pilgrims. The 
califf, upon this, ordered Wafif one of his generals, to march 
againft them with a large army, which he did fo effeeft- 
plly, that he gave them the fevereft blow they had ever 
received : Zakruna himfelf, dying of wounds five days after, 
his wife, domeftics, and a great number of his followers, 
were taken prifoners, and fent to Bagdad ; where all of 
them, by the califf’s command, expired under torments. 

The Karmatians fuffered fo much by this blow, that they They ar? 

E e 2 _ were Lppreli, 




A GENERAL HISTORY 


were unable, for feveral years, to give any further difturbance 
to the califat. 

Death and The recovery of Syria, and Egypt, by Al Moftaf, his 
character fiibduing the Karmatians and his repelling the Turks, ren- 
» of theca- dered him a powerful prince, tho’ he was far inferior gin 
liff., power to many of his predeceflors. But he was a young 

man ; he was matter of immenfe treasures, and had. very 
great armies; and had he lived, he might ftill have made 
further progrefs, in reannexing other countries to his empire; 
all his fchemes, however, were deftroyed by his death; which 
happened in about the 32d year of his age, and in the 
Seventh year-of his reign. In his perfon he was a little man, 
but very handfome, and had large eyes. To fay that he 
was of the houfe of Al Abbas , is faying that he was the 
patron of learning, and learned men. By nature he was 
munificent, and notwithftanding the many executions which 
happened in his reign, merciful. He feems to have under- 
ftood the true genius of his people and government, and 
to have known how to humble his great men ; by which 
he avoided masy inconveniencies his predeceflors were lia¬ 
ble to. 



A1 Moktader, eighteenth califf of the houfe of A1 

Abbas. 



He is fuc- HIS califf was brother to the preceeding, and was, at 

ceeded by the time of bis acceflion to the califat, no more than 

his bro- fourteen years of age. He was therefore, in a manner, 

tber, under the tuition, of At Abbas, and Fatec, the freedman; 

whoisde- his father’s favourites. But they, not having the authority 

pofed and 0 f a califf", were foon put to death by the troops, who in a 

reinthron- mutiny not only depofed the young califf", but advanced to 

«d. the crown Abdallah, the fon of the califf" Al Motaz, who 

took the name of Al Mortadi. This prince was then about 

fifty years of age, but many of his capricious troops not 

finding him for their purpofe, defertedhim, and returned to 

their allegience under Al Moktadi , who, young as he was, 

drove Al Mortadi From his throne after a fliort reign of 

twenty four hours, into the defert. The ufurper being 

difcovered there, was, with his vizir, and another friend, 

brought prifoner to the court of the young califf, who 

ordered them all three to be ftrangled ; but had the policy, 

to give out, that Al Mortadi’s death was natural. His 

reafon for this was, becaufe he knew that Al Mortadi was 

vaftly beloved for hig even, philofophical, turn of mind, and 

in high efteem for his poetical compofitions. Al Hofein , the 

fon of the famous Hamdan was the fpring of thofe revolutions, 

and 


1 



421 


OF THE WORLD. 

and of the diforders that then reigned at 'Bagdad ; hut as he 
was too powerful to be punifhed, the young califf had the 
addrefs to make him his friend; and invefting him with a 
magnificent robe, he made him governor of Komen , and 
j M/an. This year, which was the 29th of the Hejra, 
was remarkable for a prodigious fall of fnow, which, at 
Bagdad, and its neighbourhood, was four feet deep, 
and a mofl intenfe froft following it, the palm trees, 
and vegetables, in that diftridt, were moftly deftroyed. 

A great revolution, which is conne&ed with our hiftory, 
happened at this time in Africa. The califfs, of the houfe 
of Aglab, had, for many years, reigned there, under the title 
of the califfs of Kairwan, with great pomp and fplendour. 

They had given kings to Spain, princes to Sicily , and their 
arms had penetrated to the very walls of Rome , by the 
help of a vaft naval power, they had acquired. In Ihort, 
was it not foreign to our hiftory, we could fhow, that the 
weftern Mojlems were, at times, matters of the fineft king¬ 
doms and provinces in Europe . A powerful pretender, 
descended from the houfe of Ali, at this time, difputed the 
califat of Kairwan , with NaJJ'er , the califf, of the houfe of 
Aglab. The name of this pretender, was Obeidallah , and 
that of his general, was, Abdallah , and he drove the Aglab 

califf into Egypt, where he died at Al Ramla, leaving Hiftory of 
Obeidallah, in peaceable poffeffion of the Kairwan califat. t j, e 
This prince founded the dynafty of the Fatemites, fo called <an ca iiffs, 
from Fatema, the daughter of the prophet, from whom he * 

was defcended, and on whofe right he founded his fove- 
reignty. After his elevation, he took the name of AlMohdi , 
and fo great was the veneration the weftern Mofems enter¬ 
tained for the memory of Ali , that the Sicilians expelled 
their Aglab governor, and declared for Al Mohdi , who went 
in perfon to Sicily j and there exercifed all the powers of a 
defpotic fovereign; but, after all, there is the greateft reafon , .. 

for believing, that he was an impoftor, and no way related M 
to the houfe of Ali. Soon after his acceffion, he put to death 1 0 *• 
Abdallah , his general, who had placed him upon the throne. 

He conftituted governors throughout all his califat, and 
exa&ed vaft fums from all the officers and adherents of the 
houfe of Aglab ; and at laft, he openly declared his intention 
of annexing Egypt to his dominions. 

The progrefs of Al Mohdi would not have been fo rapid, 
had not Al Moktader , as he grew up, neglected the affairs of 
government, and abandoned himfelf intirely, to the guid- Infolence 
ance of women, and eunuchs. He removed his vizir Ali , of the ca- 
from his poll, and. appointed another Ali, of a different liffof Bag* 
family, in his room. But tho’ his natural parts were very dad. 
ftrong and good, Al Mohdi ftill continued, without inter¬ 
ruption, to make a moft alarming progrefs ; and the Kar- 

matians, who had been fo much humbled in the fate reign, 
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began again to gather to a head. In this year, Damian, thg 
califf of Kaiwans admiral, defeated the Greek fleet under 
Hy?nertcus near the Ifland of Samos , and it was with difficulty, 
that Hymericus himfelf efcaped to Mitylene ; but the greateft 
acquintion of all he made, was the friendftjip of th eMagrabiam 
or weftern drabs, which afterwards proved of Angular fervice 
to his affairs. 

JIMohdi's Ip the 300th year of the Hejra, Habafa Al Mobeli' s general, 


general 

invades 

Egypt* 


entered Egypt by the way of Barkar , a city of very great 
ftrength and importance, fituate between Trepoli and E- 
gypt. One of Al Moktader’s generals was here defeated, 
and the place taken; and Habafa then pointed his marchto 
Alexandria itfelf, which lay at no great diflance. Therehe 
was oppofed by another of the califf's armies, which he 
likewife defeated, and, without farther refinance, he became 
m after 'of Alexandria , and after that of a Faynm . Soon after, 
Habafa was reinforced by a ftrong body of troops, under 
Al Mohdi’s fon, Abul Kafem , and the Fatemite califf made 
no doubt of being foon able to complete the conqueft of 
Egypt. He was however deceived. The Egyptians were 
very nverfe to receive the Fatemite yoke, and Al Moktadcr 
had (till a ftrong army in the field amounting to one hundred 
thoufand men, commanded by Yakln , his governor of E- 
gypt , and one Samar. Habafa , having received thofe re¬ 
inforcements, engaged this formidable army, with prodi¬ 
gious courage, in the ifland of Kamfin. But though Ha¬ 
bafa killed twenty thoufand of the califFs troops, with the 
lofs of no more than ten thoufand pf his own, yet he found 
himfelf in fuch a fituation, that he durft not venture ano¬ 
ther engagement, and he was even obliged to abandon all 
and is the acquintions he had made for his mafter in Egypt. This 
forced to undoubtedly was occaiioned by the prodigious fatigues his 
leaveit. troops had undergone, in fo long and difeouraging a march 

over huge trails of burping deferts ; and the averfion of the 
inhabitants of the country to join him : Fie therefore de¬ 
camped in the night time, but feems to have returned tothe 
_ country of th e Magrabians: though hiftorians fay, here- 

turned home. 

The301ft year of the Hejra feems to have paffed in tran¬ 
quility; but the Karmatians ft ill maintained themfelves un¬ 
der their feveral chiefs, in countries and faftnefl’es that 
were inacceftible to the troops of the califf; and we are 
told, that, that year Aba Said , one of their chief princes, 
Af ™ as by one of his domeftics in his bath : but was 

ne fiuxeeded in his command by his fon Said, who put the 

meft excruciating death. Next year,Habafa made 
a frefh irruption into Egypt , at the bead oif a yaft army of 
Magrabians, and made himfelf mafter of Alexandria. Hu¬ 
mes, a eunuch, but a moft excellent general, then com¬ 
manded for Al Moktader in that country ; and fought a bat¬ 
tle with Habafa, in which he is faid to have been defeated. 
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'ml to have lofl: feven thoufand men. This, however, does 
nit appear to be ftri&ly true, becaufe, after the battle, Al 
\hktader’s troops re-took Alexandria 3 and he himfelf feems 
to have been more in.favour than ever with his mafter. 
for we are told, that he deprived Takem of the government 
of EnpU and we find him next year at the head of the ca¬ 
lif’s troops. Neither does it appear, that he was able in any 
Ibape to improve the conquefts he had obtained. 

The Greek, or as others call it, the Roman empire, was at Splendid 
this time governed by the emprefs Zoe , whoa&ed as regent reception 
for the young emperor Conjlantine Ducas. The Imperial of the 
dominions were harrafled, at the fame time, by the Greeks m~ 
African Mojlems, who ravaged the fea coafts with their baffadors 
fleets; and by the Bulgarians, a ftill more formidable enemy, by the ca~ 
who penetrated into the very heart of the empire, and often liff. 
alarmed Conjlantanople itfelf. Zoe, therefore, naturally threw 
her eyes upon the califf of Bagdad, as being a proper ally for 
her, to counterballance, at lead, the power of the African 
Mojlems ; and about this time, Tent two ambafladors, Joannes 
'Badcnus, and Michael Taxaras, to conclude an alliance with 
AlMoktader. Formal embaffies, efpecially from the Greek 
emperor, were, at this time, but little known in the Eaftern 
courts, and AlMoktader gave orders that the ambafladors 
Ihould be received with the utmofl: magnificence that his 
empire could difplay, and indeed, if we can believe the 
Modem authors who have defcribed this reception, it was a 
magnificence that exceeded any thing that ever was con¬ 
ceived in fiflion. According to them, thecaliff’s guards, 
which amounted to one hundred fixty thoufand men.who had 
their pay out of a golden purfe, received the ambafladors, 
drawn up in the order of battle. Forty thoufand white 
eunuchs, and thirty thoufand black ones, and feven hun¬ 
dred chamberlains or ufhers, were in the proceffion- The 
Tigris was covered with magnificent pleafure boats, and 
veifels, and no fewer than twelve thoufand five hundred 
pieces, of ineftimably valuable tapeftry, worked in themoft 
exquifite tafte, twelve thoufand pieces of rich filk, and five 
hundred pieces of brocade, were employed as hangings and 
ornaments for the palace. In the middle of the great hall 
was a tree of maflTy gold, which fpread into eighteen large 
branches, on which a vaft number of little birds were 
perched, and the tree being contrived in the nature of an 
organ, gave them the notes of the feveral birds they repre- 
feiited ; and all this filled the Greek ambafladors with inexr 

prelfible admiration, and amazement. 

We have thought fit to give thofe particulars as they have »p reat y 
come to our hands, but the number of the califF’s guards, conC j U( j, 
and eunuchs, appears to be incredible; fo that the reader 
may give it what degree of faith he pleafes. But be that 
latter as it will, it is certain, that the reception of the am- 
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baffadors was anfwerable to the importance of their com. 

million. They had firft an audience of the vizir, who 
treated them with vaft politenefs and refpe£fc, and then they 
were introduced to the califf, who received them fitting on 
his throne, in the moft dazling fplendour. Befides an al- 
liance, an immediate truce, or ceffation of arms, till that 
could be perfected, was ftipulated; and a vaft number of 
Moflem prifoners, being then in the emperor’s territories, 
the califf’s great general, Munes, was fent to Conjlantinopk^ 
with one hundred and twenty thoufand dinars, to redeem 
them, on the terms of a cartel, which was then fettled. 
Though we have brought this tranfa&ion into the period of 
one year, yet it appears to have taken up the 303d, the 
304th, and part of the 305th years of the Hejra. 

Ahout the time the Greek. ambafTadors arrived at the ca- 

n , who, at the beginning of this reign, 
r ernment of Komm and Kaftan, or rather 


rebellion * court, Al Hofe 


that of all Mefop 

defeated the califf’s general, and would have 


proceeded 


againft Bagdad itfelf, had he not been intercepted, and de 
feated, by Munes, the califf’s general. The rebel and his 
fon were taken prifoners by the conqueror, and fent together 
upon one camel, prifoners to Bagdad, in the moftopprobrius 

This rebellion in Mefopotamia encouraged the 


manner. 


about 


territories 


court of Con/iantinopl 1 
which happened the 


e fuppofe happened during the de- 
egotiation, between the califf and the 
. We are told of another rebellion 
„me year, under one Melih an Armi' 
vaft devaftations upon the Moflem do- 


califat. 


Inroads niinions. About the fame time, great revolutions happened 
upon the in the court of the califf, by his placing, difplacing, and 

replacing his vizirs and minifters, of whom we know lit¬ 
tle or nothing, but the names, which to an Englijh reader, 

are uncouth as well as immaterial. 

The great oppofition which the Fatimite califf of Kairwan. 

met with from the Greeks , the Sicilians and other powers of 
Europe , feems to have given the califf of Bagdad a breath¬ 
ing time, during the years of the Hejra 305, and 306, but 
in the year 307, the war between the califfs of Bagdad 
The Ma - and Kairwan, broke out with greater fury than ever. Jbitl 
grabiaus Kafem, the fon of the latter, once more entered Egypt, at 
and Afrl- the head of one hundred thoufand men, moft of them Ma- 
cans again grabians, and took Alexandria, Al Fayum, Al Baknafa , and 
invade E - other places of great importance there. But thofe conquefts, 
gypt, as ufual, were but of fhort duration. The Magrabian 

* troops trufted for their chief fubfiftance to the fupphesofa 

fleet, which the califf of Kairwan had fent to thecoaftof 

Egypt , and which was laying off Rofetta there, when it was 

attacked by a far inferior fleet, under the command of Tha~ 

vml , Al Moktader’s admiral, who gave the Africans an en¬ 
tire 
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. 6 defeat, and took or deftroyed aim oft all their ihips, 
which were in number about one hundred. As the Modem but are 
court was, by this time, not unacquainted with the law of baffled 
nations, we perceive that upon this occafion they made a very ^ n d defea- 
iuftdiftin&ion. For Thamal put to death all the Magra- ted, 
bums and the mother natural born fubje&s of the cal iff, 
whom he took prifoners, but made the Africans and Sicilians 
nrifoners of war. This defeat of their naval force obliged 
the Magrabiatis , under Abul Kafem y to abandon Alexandria , 
where he left a garrifonof no more than three hundred men, 
and to retire to Al Fayum ; but ftill keeping the commu¬ 
nication open with Alexandria ; where it appears the Ma- 
grabians had been guilty of the moft cruel exceffes ; for if 
we are to believe Entychias a Greek hiftorian, no fewer than 
two hundred thoufand Alexandrians perifhed during this 
campaign. Thamal perceiving that it would be very difficult 
to reduce Abul Kafem , while the latter had Alexandria open 
to him, as a refource of provifions for his army, landed a 
body of troops in that city, and carried off the remaining 
part of the inhabitants to Abukair , one of the iflands formed 

by the Nile. 

Munes , the califf’s general, all this time, occupied^/ 

Jazah , an important poft for putting a ftop to the Ma- 
vrabians in Egypt ; but we know not of any further a&ion 
of confequence, ’till the 308th year of the Hejra, when 
Munes quitted his fortified poft at Al Iazah, and attacked 
Abul Kafem , who ftiU remained near Al Fayum , and gave 
him fo total a defeat, that moft of the Kairwan army were ™ 
put to the fword, their baggage was taken, and all the vaft uau S nie • 
booty they had made was recovered i while Abul Kafem , 
was obliged to quit Egypt , and to retire, with the fmall rem¬ 
nant of his army, back to Afric. After this Munes having 
in two months time fettled the affairs of Egypt , and ap¬ 
pointed Helal to be its governor, returned in great tri¬ 
umph to Bagdad- . . 

We now proceed to the hiftory of one of thofe extraordi- Account 

nary impoftors, who, by the force of juggling, and byfome of a f re " 
knowledge of chymiftry, occafioned much bloodflied, and markable 

commotions amongft the credulous Mojlems. His name was im P° or * 
Al Alla 7. His original was fo obfcure, that we know little 
or nothing of the real place of his birth. He fet out upon 
his miffion with extraordinary appearances of fandbity, 
temperance and mortification. Like the Prophet, he lived 
fome years in a c^ve, near Mecca , and when he appeared a- 
broad, he amufed his followers, who were numerous, with 
the various feats, fo common with jugglers, of producing 
the appearance of fruits and flowers, in the midft of winter, 
and of railing from the tips of his fingers, money, with the 
infcription, ttr there is but one God,” and that coin he called, 
the Dirhems of Omnipotence.” Thofe amufing perfor¬ 
mances gained him fo much credit, that there was nothing 
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too extraordinary for his own pretenfions to claim, or the 
credulity of his followers to fwallow. It was faid, that he 
could penetrate even into the human mind, that he knew 
the fecret tranfa&ions of all families ; that he could raife 
the dead from their graves, and fome even went fo far as to 
fay, that he was God himfelf. The ftaunch Sonnite doc¬ 
tors, who never entered into the ftudy of true philofophy, 
were amazed, puzzled and ftruckdumb, by his performances, 
and he begot in them a kind of a veneration on account of 
the aufterities he pradlifed. But the vizir, Homed, who at 
that time governed under the califf, was a man of too great 
fenfe and penetration to be impofed upon in that manner. 
Perceiving that the followers of Al Allaj, were grown fo 
numerous, as to be dangerous to the public peace, he order¬ 
ed him to be apprehended, and brought before him. Al 
Allaj knew too much of Mamed, not to be fenfible that he 
examined was not to be trifled with ; his afTurance forfook him ; he 
iryed and denied that he had the gift of prophecy, or that hepoflefled 
executed, any fupernattiral endowments, and refted the whole of his 

conduct upon his inoffenfive life and behaviour. T his de¬ 
fence would undoubtedly have cleared him, before the vizir, 
had he not put him into the hands of a kadi, zealous for the 
purity of the Mahometan faith, and for the character of its 
doctors. A book, faid to be written by the unfortunate 
prifoner, was produced; in which it was maintained, that 
when a believer was difabled from going in pilgrimage to 
Mecca, he ought to give bread, clothing, and feven dirhems a 
piece, to thirty orphans; and upon his complying in his 
own houfe, with the practice of the ceremonies prefcribed 
for the pilgrims at ftated times, he was to be entitled to all 
the priviledges and benefits he could have had, had he per¬ 
formed the pilgrimage in perfon. This opinion vvas judged 
to be herefy by the kadi, and confequently meriting death. 
It was likewife found, that he had mifquoted a paffage from 
the works of a {landing doctor, an eminent pillar or the 


Mahometan 


Truth 


Thofe blafohemies being prov’d 

thoufand 


Reflexion 

uponMof- 
lorn ini- 
poftors 


upon him, the kadi ordered him to receive a 
ftripes, which he did without fhrinking, on his hands and his 
feet, and then his head, to be cut ofr ; which was accord- 
ingly done. Al Gbazali , an eminent Moflem author, 
fpeakingof his execution, gravely tells us, that it does more 
fervice to true religion, to put to death one fuch heretic, 

than to give life to ten other people. _ ■ 

As to Al Maj, we cannot help remarking, that in molt 
of the impoftors, and pretenders of prophecy, and fu[>er- 
natural gifts, there was a ftrong tinilure of Chriftianity, 
both of the practical and myfterious part: though the latter, 


und pron- by the Marionite Chriftians, and the other fe£ts, that pre- 
v ' vailed in the Eaft, was reduced to mere jargon, or idolatry. 

Same dark knowledge however, of thofe m y fieri es, was 

fufBqcnt 


acts. 
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/offlcient to fet up a prophet; and .we are told, that this 
Jl Maj , who was a poet, as well as a prophet, in feveral 
of his verfes, mentioned or hinted at the hypoftatic union. 

In the mean while, ambition and avarice, without doubt, 
ftrongly contributed to the propagation of fuch impoftors, 
and there is no doubt to be made, that fome of the fuppofed 
prophets, fometimes worked themfelves into a belief, that 
they really were what they pretended to be. In {hort, we 
have but too many inffances of the fame kind, in the hifto- 
ries of Chriftianity, efpecially towards the beginning of 

this century. As to the "' “ w ,__ 

fophy was, by this time, too well known at court, for the 
great men to have minded fuch enthufiafls. But they found 
there was a neceflity for fuppreffing them, when the ground 
Jay uncultivated, and all induftry, by which alone a ftate 
can fubfift, was neglected, by the lower ranks of people 
catching the madnefs, and running after their vifionary 
leaders. It was on this account, chiefly, that the latter were 
perfecuted; for we do not find, in many inftances,of the 
tower fort being punifhed. Whentheheads of the leaders 
were taken off, thofe of their followers generally cooled, 
which was all that the government wanted. 

The government of Egypt , as it had to his predeceffors, Revolt. 
Hill proved a thorn in the pillow of this califf. Having de- tions in 
prived Takin of it, he gave it to Abu Farms , who held it but Egypt. 
live days, when Takin was reftored to it, and he, in a verv 
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when 


was fucceeded by Ahmed ; and then Takin was once more 
placed at the head of that government; who continued in 
it 'till the end of his reign. The califf was equally jealous, 
as to his minifters; he exalted, and imprifoned them, and 
then exalted them again, as he faw caufe; for we do not 


punifhment 
a califf, 
Moktader 


fo difgraceful, when 
ted by a true Moflem. The 
his own family, many in- 


n . ' * # - J 7 j *** 

irances and examples, fufiicient to infpire him withjealoufy 
of his ipoft approved governors, and minifters, and a rebel¬ 
lion now broke out, which in its confequences, gave the 
nnifhingblow to the power of the califat, 

Abu Thaer, whofe boldnefs, impiety, and fucceffes, ex- uiftnrv 
ceeded thofe of all his predeceffors in rebellion, was bro- rhefamous 
ther to Said, the laft head Of the Karmatians, and fucceeded JbuThaer 
him in his command. Abu Thaer , the more compleatlv to 
fit himfelf for his undertaking, to all the accomplifhments maria „ 

of a great general, joined the impudent pretenfions of an He takes 
enthufiafl, and a prophet; or, in other words, that of be- Bafra. 
lug an adept in the occult fciences. Having by thofe means, 
put himfelf at the head of feven thoufand men, he march- 


the Kar- 

matian . 


gainft the rich city of Baft 


roughly 
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And de¬ 
feats a ca- 
favan. 


roughly plundered, after maffacring numbers of its inhabi¬ 
tants j and, at the fame time, he burnt the mofque to the 
ground. For the reader is to obferve, that thofe rebels had 
allegorized, and refined away moll of the fimple do&rines 
of the Mahometan faith, by pretending to much greater 
purity of life and conversation than all that could be ex- 

preffed by external a<fts of devotion. Having remained at 

Bafra for feventeen days, Abu Thaer abandoned it; and 
foon after way laid, a rich caravan of pilgrims, that were 
coming from Bagdad to Mecca. This caravan was protected 
by a guard, under the command of Hija , the califf’s 
governor of Mawfel , but the guard being defeated and 
deftroyed, Hija , with his remaining troops, fell into the 
hands of the rebels ; and the booty was fo great, that Abu 
Tbaer's fhare is faid to have amounted to one million of 
dinars, befides rich effeifts. Abu Thaer being thus loaded 
with plunder and prifoners, fuffered moft of the latter to 
efcape; but he carried into captivity fifty women, and all 
the children he took: thofe who efcaped, perilhed mifer- 
ably of thirft and want, in the dreadful defert where they 
Wfcre taken. 


Luxury of Al Moktader, inftead of taking vigorous meafures to fup, 
the califf. prefs this dreadful rebellion, was now funk in the pleafures 

of his court. He was furrounded by women, who were, 
in fa&, his firft minifters; and his mother, who was rich 
enough to fupply all his luxury, prefided in his cabinet. 
It was probably owing to their advice, that, aboutthis time, 
he put Ain his vizir, and grandfon to Far at, together with 
his fon, to death; and what was ftill more prejudicial to 
him, that he difgraced Munes, , the moft fuccefsful general 
he had. In fhort, the people obferving their fovereign 
iinking into all the luxury and indolence that had brought 
fo much ruin upon the califat, had neither the fpirit nor 
the inclination, to a<ft again ft the rebels, who thereby kept 
the field without controui. 


Unfuc- Abu Thaer, who, as we have feen, was at the head of the 
cefsful rebellion, was then not nineteen years of age; and he gave 
embaffy a fignal proof of moderation, or rather policy, un- 
from Ahu common to thofe of his age and character. For foon after 
Thaer to his taking the caravan, he gave Hija , and the other chief 

the califf; officers, their liberty, and fent an ambaflador to Bagdad, 

with inftrudtions to propofe, that the califf fhould give him 

the fovereignty, or the perpetual government of Bafra , and 

Ahwaz : on which condition, he offered to lay down his 

arms. The califf ought either to have endeavoured to 

crufli the rebel, or to have complied with his demand ; but 

he did neither: for though he rejected the propofal, yet he 

treated the ambaffador with marks of high regard and dif- 

tindlion, and even inverted him with a magnificent robe; 

fuch a conduct, the refult at once of pride and fear, en¬ 
couraged 
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^uracred Abu Thaer to attack the great city of Cufa, once 
the moft formidable in all the califrs dominions. He took 
t and as ufual, cut its inhabitants in pieces, or made them 
captives, and carried off all the valuable effedfs he found 
in the place; particularly filks and camels; which pro¬ 
bably was a very feafonable booty for the rebels. But this 

plundering of Cufa muff have been but fuperficial at this. 

time and indeed, the fitu.ation of the rebels was fuch,. as. 
feldom fuffered them to ftay long in one place; fo that the- 
principal inhabitants might have found means to have fe- 

creted themfelves, and the beft of their effects. 

It appears from many paffages of the hiftory of this reign, who fa- 
t hat Al Moktader was a favourer of the Chriftians; and vours the 
perhaps it was for that reafon, why his people, who were Chriftians. 
incenfed beyond meafure with his indolence, were, about 
this time, extreamly tumultuous, and outrageous againft: 
Chriftianity. At Al Ramla, Ajkalon , and Tonis , in Egypt » 
according to Eutychius , they deftroyed the Chriftian churches ; 
but they were afterwards rebuilt by the cal iff. Perhaps, the 
magnificence, and richnefs of the Chriftians, gave fome um¬ 
brage to the Mojlemst at the fame time. For the people 
role againft them at Damafcus, and deftroyed the church 
of St. Mary, upon the repairs and embellHhments of 
which, two hundred thoufand dinars had| been laid out, 
and they pillaged it of quantities of church plate and 
jewels, to an amazing value- They likewife plundered 
and pulled down other churches, monaftries, and nunne¬ 
ries, too tedious and too immaterial to be here mentioned. 

This perfecution, prevailed violently in Egypt, where Al. 

Moktader’s governors laid the clergy under fo heavy contri¬ 
butions, by orders from Abdallah, the califf’s vizir, that 
numbers of them fled to Irak, and in their own perfons laid 
their complaints before the califf, who, not only ordered 
the exa&ions to be difcontinued, but. difpofted his vizir, 

Abdallah, and put Abul Abbas into his room: but this was 
far from allaying the difcontents of his fubjedts. 

We are now infenfibly come, to the 314th year of the His wars 
Hejra, when hoftilities recommenced, between the Greeks with the 
and the Mojlems ; but the manner and. occafion of the rup- Greeks . 
ture is very confufedly related by authors. According to 
the Greek hiftorians, who feem, on this occafion, to be the 
heft informed, the Mojlem detachments had for fome years 
been troublefome to their countrymen, the Greeks, in Ca~ 
padocia, At laft, Johannes Curcuas not only gave the in¬ 
vaders a fevere check, but befieged and took the city of Me- 
tilene, or Malacia, on the borders of Armenian Capadocia, 
and laid the neighbourhood under contribution, killing 
great numbers of the inhabitants, and carrying the reft in¬ 
to captivity. This fuccefs, together with the diftradtions 
of the califat, feems to have encouraged the Greek emperor 
to a vaft undertaking, no lets than that of the conqueft of 

Egypt- 
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who mif- 
carry in 
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conquer 

Egypt. 


Progrefs 
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who take 
Cufa. 


Egypt. According to Al Makin , a Modern hiftorian of 
great credit, this expedition was to have been effeded by 
putting a vaft body of land troops on board no fewer than 
a thoufand fhips; and landing in Egypt , at the mouth of 
the Nik, where fome Modem guard-fhips were always 
Rationed. The Greeks, for their, greater fafety, difpatched, 
before their main fleet failed, a pinnace, commanded by 
an officer, who had orders to take the foundings in the mouth 
of the Nile, and to prepare charts for the ufe of the fleet. 
This pinnace was difcovered and taken, and the officer car¬ 
ried before the governor of Egypt , to whom he difcovered all 
he knew concerning the invafion ; and his information 
ft ruck the Egyptian government with fuch terror, that they 
immediately applied for, and received a ftrong reinforce¬ 
ment of troops out of Syria ; but their precaution was 
ufelefs, for after the Chriftian frigate fet fail, a ftorm over¬ 
took it, which wrecked above three hundred of their (hips,, 
and drowned their crews jj and the remaining fhips were ob¬ 
liged to put back. The Mojlems feem at the fame time to 
have had a fleet at fea, which we are told by Zonaras, was 
utterly defeated, by the Greek fleet, near the Iflarid of 
Lemnos ; but we are apt to think, that this muft be under- 
ftood of the African Mofems, becaufe the fleet that was de¬ 
feated, is faid to have been commanded by Leo of Tripoli. 

Abu Thaer ftill kept the field, and this year Tuff, the ca- 
liff’s governorof Haderlijan, was employed againfl: him ; and 
advanced at the head of an army, as far as IVafet , in the 
315th year of the Hejra. A battle then enfued ; the ci.rcum- 
ftances of which, according to Abulfeda , were very re¬ 
markable. Tuff was at the head of forty thoufand men, and 
he was fo effectually amufed by Abu Thaer, that, thinking 
himfelf Cure of fuccefs, he ordered his fecretary, before hand, 
to draw up an account of his victory, which was to be fent 
to the califF. But Abu Thaer, furprizing him, at the head of a 
very fmall detachment, (Abul Fader , with little appearance 
of probability, fays no more than eight thoufand foot and 
feven hundred horfe) gave him fo total a defeat, that the 
greateft part of his army was cut in pieces, and he himfelf 
was taken prifoner and put to death. This vi&ory once 
more opened Abu Thaer's way to Cufa, from which he carried 
off a greater booty than he had done before; the inhabitants, 
no doubt, thinking themfelves under the protection of 
Tufefs army. From Cufa, Abu Thaer made difpofitions for 
marching towards Bagdad , and this near approach of clanger 
roufed the califf, and his female court, from their lethargy. 
His mother lent him five hundred thoufand dinars, which 
joined with three hundred thoufand of his own, raifed and 
paid a body of ten thoufand horfij, which was fent againfl 
Abu Thaer . But the califf, or rather the general, who 

commanded them, either not being able, or not choofing, 

to 
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. ujn(r Mu Thaer to a battle, that rebel advanced to 
Aubor, within thirty miles of Bagdad But Abu Thaer , la- 


431 


houred under his ol'd inconveniency. His roving troops were 
0 ‘ " a fiege, and he could attempt nothing 

and was therefore obliged to retire to- 


OOUI&va v** — —• — 

unprepared for 


againlt Aubar, 
wards Hajit, a 

£ Iazit 


fortrefs that borders upon the defert of 


This retreat occafioned inexpreffible exultation and But retreat 
joy at the califf’s court, where folemn thankfgivings were from Bag- 
returned to God, as if they had obtained the moft compleat dad. 
viftory, and fifty thoufana dinars were diftributed in alms 
amongft the poor. While Abu Thaer come before Hafit , per- v ^ 
ceivirw himfelf utterly unable to take it, he retreated in 
fome confufion to Hejr, but with a prodigious booty. It is 
faid that in this expedition he defeated Munes, thecalift’s 
general; but there is fome reafon for queftioning that fact: 
perhaps all the truth that is in this is, that the califf, having 
again employed Mures, he was general of the army he railed 
in defence of Bagdad , and that Munes , finding his intereft 
at court to be extremely ticklifh, thought it fufncient, 
to cover that city from the approach of the rebels; 
even to bear fome infults, rather than hazard his army. 

Be this as it will, it is certain, that upon the retreat of 
Abu Thaer to Hajr, in the province of Tamama, the general ^ # 
place of his refidence, the califf, and his court, held a new califf 
jubilee of thanksgiving, and gave a hundred thoufand dirhems there¬ 
of additonal charity to the poor. By the retreat of AbuThaer , U pon- 
Mumes being apprehenfive for his own fafety, now that he 
was lefs ufeful to the califf, refufed to truft himfelf at court, 
and communicated his apprehenfions to the army ; by whom 
-hewas intirely beloved. He found them determined to itand 
by him, and then he ventured to go to court, where he paid 
his duty to the califf; but found every thing there under the 
government of women, and worthlefs favourites. Abu Timer The Ka 

b ~ ... i • r i r . rr •.KU ^ k,, 
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renewed his incurilons upon the califat^ and 5 attended by anarch 
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by Ptolomy , to be fituated upon the river Tigris. During 

thofediftradions, Mardavjy, the Deylamite, having deftroyed 
his matter, who had ufurped lajan , founded the dynafty or 
the Deylamites ; who were fovereigns of the mountainous 
parts of TabrAlan, Karzivin , Ray , Hamaden , Dinaiva;,Ko- 
men, Kafhan, with other noble cities and diftriccs, in Mejo- l he Dry 
potamia. But the truth is, there is fuch a confufion, and lasute V) 
blending of interefts, names, and places, in the hiftones ot nasty 
all thofe revolutions j they were fo fudden, and frequent, toundLU. 
and fo remote from the principal objects of the Moilem 

hiftorians, that we can fay nothing certain concerning them; 
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nor is it very material, as their defcendants have been long 
exterminated, or the memory of their families loft in Con . 
queft. 

About the 316 th or 317 th year of the Hejra, the govern- 

ment of Al Moktader *which had now lafted; about twentv 


The califf y ears > grew deteftable to his army ; and they refolved to raife 
depofed his brother Al Kaher to the califat. Munes continued ftill 
v 9 at the head of the army and confequently was mafter of the 

empire. He had great reafons to be diffatisfied with M 
Moktader, but much greater to be fo with his defigned fuc- 
ceffor, whom he knew to be a monfter of cruelty and avarice. 
rr " fpirit of the army, however, pointed fo ftrongly 


The 


Munes 


inftance 


cancy of civil power, when the fwotd gives law to it, than 
what happened upon this occafion. Munes , who wanted 
rather to reform, than ruin the califf, broke, into the imperial 
palace, at the head of no more than twelve horfe, and 

it of fix hundred thoufand dinars belonging to 



valuable effects, 
prifoners with him to his own houfe, the califf himfelf, his 


relations, and family. Upon this, Al Kaher 


fhort 


immedi- 


but reftord 
to his 
throne. 


ately recognized for califf, and proper notifications of his 
elevation were fent thro* all the provinces of the empire. 
The new califf appointed Abu , the fon of Moklah , to be his 
vizir, and Baruh, the captain of his guards, and appointed 
his other officers of ftate, in the fame manner as his prede- 
ceflors had done j but his power was of fhort continuance. 
Munes , was fecretly his enemy, and perhaps not thelefsfo, 
as he found his name left out of the new promotions. No 
part of the immenfe treafure he had carried out of the late 
cal iff’s palace, had come into the coffers of Al Kaher , and 
the army, who had promifed themfelves mighty matters 


three 


They 


His mo- 


furrounded the imperial palace, and clamoured for their pay, 
and the new miniftry, not being able to fatisfy them, they 
forced the vizir to fly, and put Bakur to death, with 
feveral other of the califf’s favourites, and reftored AlMoktadcr 


Modem 


Upon his reftoration, he purfueda 

and 


deration, very moderate conduct, by pardoning his brother, 

promifing ever after to be his friend; and by taking the 


his favour 


The Kar - Thofe 


fatal effect upon the 


internal quiet and moft important concerns of the califat. 

Abu Thaer again advanced towards Bagdad , but finding 

himfelf unable to take the city, after fkirmifhing with the 

califPs forces, he encamped near to Fal Arkuf^ which lay jo 

conveniently, that his detachments from thence could 

with great interrupt, and plunder all the caravans of pilgrims, going 

flauehter. to Mecca , from Bagdad , Mefopota?nia y ana Korafatu He 
■ likewile, 


matians 

take,plun¬ 
der and 
deftroy 

Mecca , 
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hkewife Secured all the wells and fprings between Bag- 
(hid, and Mecca , fo as to render the journey impracticable. 

Perceiving, thro’ the diftra&ions of the califat, that he had 
no enemy to fear in the Held, he fet out in the beginning 
of December, at the head of his army, to Mecca, with an 
intention to plunder that holy city. We know of no refift- pIun , 
ance he met with, either in his march, or in his entering dd 1 
the place, where he proceeded in a manner that fufficiently n , e ,' 
proved, that his army were rather demons, than Modems; roy 1 at 
for they left unpra&iced no indignity againft the faith of 
Mahomet, that could poffibly be practiced. The Kaaba, was 
not only plundered but filled with dead carcafes; as was its 
ar ea, with thofe of the pilgrims who were going round it in 
proceflion: and amotigll others Al Mollaheb, the head man 
i w Mecca, was maflacred. The well Zenzem', held in fuch 
veneration by all Mahometans, was uncovered, its enclosure 
broken down, and itfelf polluted with dead carcafesj and 
to compleat the facrilege of the rebels, even the black ftone 
of the Kaaba, (which with no impropriety we may call the 
corner ftone of Mahometinifm) became part of their plunder. 

A golden fpout, which had been fixed by the piety of Moflem 
princes, to carry oft'the waters from the roof of the Kaaba, 
was ordered by Abu Tbacr to be taken down, and carried off 
with the reft of the booty: but our authors tell us, with 
great fatisfa&ion, that the fellow employed on this occafion, 
broke his neck in the attempt. The cruelties and ravages 
of the Karmatians Were not confined to the Kaaba, but 
extended all over the city of Mecca, which was immenfely 
rich. The inhabitants received no quarter, and the bar¬ 
barians had even the precaCition to pofi'efs all the outlets of 
the city with parties, who plundered and cut in pieces thofe 
who endeavoured to efcape. Thus, not only the Kaaba, and 
the city, but even the high-ways, and the deferts, were filled 
with daughter. The booty which the Karmatians made upon 
this occafion, was incredible; and Abu. Tbacr ordered the 
whole of it to be carried to his favourite refidence Hajer. As Eooty of 
to the famous black ftone, the lofs of which the Mojlems fo the Kar~ 
much lamented, the Karmatians treated it with infinite con- matians 
tempt and derifion ; blit they refufed five thoufand dinars, w ho carry 
which were offered by a zealous Mojlem to redeem it. The 0 ff the 
reafon of this was their hoping, that by detaining it, they black 
might be able to cure their countrymen of their folly of going ft one c f 
in pilgrimages to Mecca. But finding, after experience of t he Kaa - 
above twenty two years, that it had not that effedl, they fent 
it back to the Meccans with a taunting meflage, that it 
was not the true ftone. We are however affured, by the 
Mojlem hiftorians, that the identity of the ftone was 
proved, by the particular property it had of not finking in 
water. 



While the califat was thus diftra&ed by rebellions and 
commotions, both foreign and domeftic, the fubjedfs of it at 

VI. ~ ’ ' 


Sell 


giOVS 


Vo i,. 


F f 


Bagdad, dif P“ ies 



434 


A GENERAL HISTORY 


among!! 
the il/a- 


Jlemi. 
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Bagdad , were daily maffacring one another in idle difput es 
about religion. One fe<St amongft them, was for placing 
Mahomet , at thelaftday,upon the Throne’of God’s glory, near 
himfelf. Another fe£t gave him no more than the office of 
mediator, or interceflor* for all true Mojlems , whom God 
would pardon upon his account. Thofe idle difputes filled 
the ffreets of Bagdad with afiaffinations and confufion. 
What the employment of the califf was, all this time, does 
not very clearly appear, only that he raifed and difpofted 
vizirs, and that he gave to Nafero Daiula , the government 
of Amida, and other provinces, on his confenting to pay 
an annual confederation in money. Thole confiderations 
or rather tributes, were the firft fymptoms, if not the caufe, 
of the ruin of the califat. The great califfs obliged their 
Caufes of governors to account for the revenues of their provinces, and 
the decay appointed receivers general to colleft them 

of the indolence, and incapacity, got pofleffion of the Mojlem 


califat. 


“- j 

But when 


nates. 


throne, they gave up the provinces to be fleeced by their 
governors, and a certain fine to be paid annually. By this, 
every governor, in faft, became a fovereign, and too powerful 
for the califfs to oblige them even to continue the little fine 
they were to pay. We find that, in the 318 th year of the 
Hejra, a body of troops, which the Arabs called, Al Mofafia, 
was broken, and expelled out of Bagdad, As this corps of 
infantry had been extremely active in reftoring the califf 
to his throne, they had grown infolent on that account; but 
we may confider the reduction of it as a prologue to his 
fate, which followed foon after. 

Ravagesof Next year, Mardcrwij , the prince of Deylam, a great 

the D,-via- } va rnor, took Hamadan , where he committed valt exceffes, 

'■s 1 in fuffering his foldiers to ravifli the women, and to mafla- 

cre the men, to the number of thirty thoufand. Upon this 
the califf ordered Harun , one of his generals, to march 
with an army againft the Deylamite ; a battle enfued, be¬ 
tween the cities of Hamadan and Kaxwin , in which, Harm 
was totally defeated ; and the Deylamite carried his ra¬ 
vages into the very heart of Perjia , where he aflaulted and 
took Ifpaban itfelf. 

Munes re- The degeneracy and indolence of the califf, with the 
tires from Perpetual misfortunes and difgraces that had happened to 
court. the califat during his reign, became now intolerable to his 

fubjects; and Manes, the eunuch, who was ftill in high 
credit with the army, retired in difguft, from Bagdad to 
Maw/el. Being attended with no more than eight hundred 
horfemen, the califf thought it would be eafy to fubdue 
him, and fent orders to a prince of the houfe of Hamden , 
who was then the tributary fovereign o (Mawfel, to feizc 
him and fend him prifoner to Bagdad. But Munes, by his 
credit, foon raifed troops fufficient to enable him to ftand 
his ground, and he defeated the Hamdan prince’s, army, 
though it confiffed of thirty thoufand men, near Mawfel 

The 
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The confequerice of this vi&ory was, that all the riches 
and poffeflions of the Harndan family, were feized by Munes, 
and they encreafed his reputation to fuch a degree, that the 
flower of the califf’s armies joined him from Egypt, and 
Syria. Being thus ftrengthened, he marched dire&ly for 
Bagdad, at the head of his troops, and encamped before the 
gate called Shammajin. The califf and his minifters were 
lb filly as to imagine, that his chara&er as iman, which 
he ftill retained , would be of fervice to him on this occa- 
lion i and he was weak enough to march out, with the few 
attendants and troops that were left him, with copies of 
thekoran in his hand, and iri thofe of his chief attendants. 
Munes, unfortunately for the califf, happened to be at Rajhi - 
dia, at the time this proceffion took place, fo that the only 
fpe&ators of the (how were the barbarous Magrabians ; 
who immediately furrounded thea&ors, cut off their retreat 
into the city, and put them all to the fword. The califf 
himfelf was run through the'body by a Magrabian^ andin- 
ftantly difpatched. His body was ft ripped and expofed in 
the moft indecent manner, and his head carried to Munes , 
who wept bitterly at feeing it, and ordered guards upon his 
palace, to prevent all kinds of .infults upon his family. 

Such are the moff authentic accounts that have come to 

our hands of the califf, Al Moktader’s death. But Murkhond, 
a Perjian hiftorian, who delights greatly in the marvelous, 
has embellithed it with feveral romantic circumftances; 
According to him Al Kaker , the califf’s brother, finding he was 
jmprifoned, and muff fufter death, for ufurping the throne, 
entered into a confpiracy with Munes , and both together 
engaged a Magrabian horfeman, who was famous for his ad- 
drefs, and dexterity in arms, to affafiinate the califf. The 
Magrabian watched his opportunity, while the califf was 
beholding, at the gate of Samamafia , fome exhibition of feats 
of activity ; and the Magrabian entering the lifts with other 
performers, gave the califf fo much delight, that he ordered 
his guards to fall back, that he might have the more dif- 
tinft view of the Magrabian’ s activity. This is faid to 
have given the latter an opportunity of running the califf 
through the body, fo that he fell dead upon the fpot. The 
Magrabian , upon this, went away to the prifon where Al 
Kaber was confined, to deliver him, but meeting with an 
afs in his way, his horfe took fright, and ruffling into the 
fliambles, one of the hooks on which the butchers hang 
their meat, caught hold of his throat, and the califf’s guards 
coming up, fet fire to a load of thorns which were on the 
afies back, and burned the Magrabian to death, while he 
was hanging. We have given this account of Al Moktader’s 
death, though it is big with improbabilities, only becaufe 
Murkhond is an hiftorian greatly efteemed by fome authors. 

AlMoktader had drawn his reign out to theunufual length 
of twenty-five years, and was killed in the thirty-eighth 
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or thirty-ninth year of his age. He feems naturally to have 
had good parts, but they were drowned in luxury and in¬ 
dolence. One of his courtefans, one Yamec , was in fact 
his firft minifter, though he had a great many who had the 
title of vizirs, and {he is faid to have been l'o great a pro¬ 
ficient in the Moflem law, that the moft learned dodfors of 
It were directed by her opinions. Her chief merit, however 
perhaps, confifted in the califf’s fondnefs and partiality for 
her. This califf in his perfon, is faid to have been of a mid¬ 
dling ftature, to have had a fair complexion, and fine eyes, 
By ail accounts, he was very religious, and charitable, and 
he is faid to have expended in alms the fum of feven 
million of dinars during his reign ; but this is fcarcely cre¬ 
dible, when we refleft upon the reduced ftate of the cali- 
fat under him- His bounty to his concubines, and favourites, 
was unbounded’ and extravagant, in the jewels, unguents, 
and perfumes, he beftowed upon them ; and the Chriftian 
writers, for the reafons we have taken notice of in this 
hiftory, have extolled him, for the virtues of moderation, 

and equity. 

Hiftory But we cannot clofe the hiftory of this reign without tak- 
of three ing notice of three great men, in the literary way, who 

learned lived in it. The firft was Al Tabari^ an author of the Mof- 

men. lem hiftory, to whom we have been greatly indebted, and 

Tabari, who has been ftiled the Levi of the Arabs. He is faid to 

have been mailer of vaft learning, and that his hiftory, at 
firft, was fo voluminous, that he was forced to abridge it; 
but the abridgement, it feems, has outlived the larger 
work, which is now no where to be met with. Al Tabari 
died in the 310th year of the Hejra, and continued his 
hiftory to near the time of his own death, which happened 
in the eighty-fixth year of this age. We are allured, that 
he was a devout admirer of thekoran, and yet, that he was 
ftigmatized as a Shiite or heretic at Bagdad '. His work is 
now in vaft efteem amongft the Mahometans , and has been 
tranllated in the Turkijh, and other oriental languages, and 
has been continued down to the 521ft year of the Hejra j 
AlTabari was a native of Tabrejian , and took his name from 
that province. 

The next man of learning whom we fhall mention under 
Athatani. ; t h; s reign, was Albatani , the great aftronomer, and author 

of the famous Sab'um tables, in which the fixed ftars, are 
placed according to their fituation, in the year Of the Hejra 

299- 

, , The laft learned man we are to mention, is the celebrated 
And the jiR azi, well known' to the European authors, and quoted 
lamou s unf | cr the name of Rafes. He was a great philofopher, as 
Al Aaza. we j} as one Q f the greateft phyficians that ever lived, and, 

with all, a worthy and charitable man. Being immoderate¬ 
ly fond of beans, he is faid, but with what propriety we 

fhall not judge, to have contra&ed, by conftantly eating 

them. 
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them, pearls in his eyes. When a furgeon came to cure 
them he would not fuffer him to perform the operation, 
becaufe he could not tell him of how many tunicles 
the eye v/as compofed. Though, at firft, he was immode¬ 
rately fond of mufic, yet he applied to the ftudy of medi 
cine, with fuch affiduity, that when he was forty years of 
acre, he was at the top of his profeflkm in the califPs court. 
His equanimity and charity, were equal to his learning and 
reputation. The riches he acquired by his profeffion were 
expended in a£fs of munificence, and in alms to the poor, 
whom he relieved, not only by his advice, but his purfe ; fo 
that in his old age, he fell into poverty. He wrote many 
treatifes of alchimy, or the tranfmutation of metals, and 
fome in medicine, which were fo highly .valued by feveral 
great European phyciftans of modern times, that they have 
been tranilated, and printed,_ at the expence of private per- 
fons. He had the courage, in fome points, to differ with 
Ariftotle , and the vaft reputation he acquired in learning, 
made the Arabs conclude, that he certainly knew judicial 
allrology fo well, as to be able to predict, by the ftars, future 
events. But one Al Cabe told Rafes, upon a time, that he 
appeared to be ignorant of medicine, becaufe he could 
not cure his own eyes, of judicial aftrology, becaufe he 
had not forefeen the misfortunes that were to befal him and 
of alchimy, becaufe he was poor. This great phyfician’s 
name is taken from the place of his birth, which was Ray. 


Al Kaher, brother to the preceeding calijf ’ and the 


nineteenth 



the houfe of Al Abbas. 


JL 


reign- 


Moktader , left behind him a fon, AlKaher\ 
, and therefore it was judged by Nu- acceffion 
bakti , a nobleman of great intereft, that he would be too to the . 
much under the influence of the women and favourites, califat. 
from whom the empire had fuffered fo much during the late 

Mimes therefore, who was for eledling the young 
prince, becaufe he well knew what a monfter Al Kaher was, 
gave up the point, though greatly againft his own convic¬ 
tion. It was pretended, that the empire wanted a head 
that had refolution and courage fufficient to reform itj 
and Al Kaher was accordingly declared and recognized ca- 
liff, Mimes concurring in the election. The new califf’s 
favourite was one Balik , to whom he gave the poft of his 
chamberlain, or the keeper of his court. His vizir was firft 
Al Kafem , and then Mokla. He began his reign with the 
moft ihocking a&s of cruelty and avarice. After obliging 

his mother-in-law, Sbab, or Safa , to give up all her rich 

effe&s 
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a 
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effe&s, and one hundred thoufand dinars in ready money 
he put her to the molt indecent and exquifite tortures, tho* 
fhe was then infirm and dropfical, to oblige her to difcover 
more, but fhe had the courage, amidft all her pain, to up¬ 
braid him to his face with ingratitude, as fhe had diverted 
her fon, the late califf, from putting him to death. In like 
manner, Al Kaber tortured the domeftics, and even the 

children of the late califf, to force them to confefs what mo¬ 
ney they had. Safa foon after, died of the tortures and 
hardfhips fhe had endured. 

Confpira- Cruelties fo unprecedented in the court of a califf, foon 

alienated from him the beft of his friends, and, his cham- 
himdifco- herlain Balik, Ali his fon, the vizir Makla, and others, join-, 
vered and with Munes in a confpiracy to dethrone him. But after 
ddfeated the confpirators had poffeffed themfelves of all the chief 
C ’ paffes leading to the palace, the califf had intelligence of 

their intention, from one Saccari , who gained admiffton to 
him in women’s cloaths, and before they could ftrike their 


blow, Balik , 


Munes 


Ahmed, the fon of Zairac , 


were themfelves furprized, and their heads were cut off by 
the califf’s order. This was effected by the dependants of a 
Yurk, one Yujef, who was then about the califf ’s court. 

As to the vifir 


piained concealed. 


Makla , he efcaped to JVafet 


The 


foon after 


feffed his 


cruelty and ingratitude ftill more and more. The heads 
pf the confpirators, though to them he owed his advance¬ 
ment to the califat, were ignominioufly expofed through 
the ftreets of Bagdad . That of Munes , who was of a gi¬ 
gantic fize, was very remarkable, and his brains when 
taken out of his fcull, are faid to have weighed fix Bagdad 
pounds. The tyrant likewife put to death Nubakti , who 
was the firft inflrument of his ele&ion ; and his behaviour in 
all other refpe&s was fo ungrateful, that the dependants of 


T . U M\ 


had delivered him from his late danger, mu- 


Hjs me¬ 
thod of 
getting 

jaoney. 


tinied againft him in favour of Ahmed , the fon of the califf 
Moktafi. But Al Kaher, who, in common with other ty¬ 
rants, appears to have been extremely fufpicious, and, con- 
fequently, vigilant, came to the knowledge of the confpi¬ 
racy. He then fent for Ahmed -, and, according to the Perjian 
hiftorianof bis reign, firft, confined him in the raoft retired 
place of his palace, and then ordered him to be fattened 
with four nails to the wall of the room, where he foon ex- 
pired. 

' The tyrant, about this time, having a prefting occafion 
for money, fent for one Yahya , a lawyer and a judge, who 
was reputed to be immenfely rich, and afked him for the 
loan of two hundred thoufand dinars. Yahya pleaded his 
inability to advance fo great a fum, and faid, he could not 
do it. “ Can you not ? replied the califf, Ahmed, who was in 

the next room, affured me you could, go and advife with 

' : him. 
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him.” Tahya , upon this, ftept into the room where Ahmed 
was nailed to the wall, and dead, and foon after returned 
to the califf and told him, that Ahmed had entirely convinced 
him of his duty, and immediately brought him the money ; 
which induced the califf to continue him in his poft, by 
which it is probable, he foon indemnified himfelf by rapine 

and injuftice. ^ 

The late vizir Mokla , continued all this time concealed 
rrr /*. ^j 1e j nc [ 0 } ence and inability of the court of Bag- f ^ 


at ivaje 

dad had now brought fwarms 


of Turksi and other barba- j;f at 


rians, to the very gates of the capital, where they met with tr •* 
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no refinance, and were oftentimes taken into the califf’s 
ownfervice. In the year of the Hejra 322, Mokla applied 


A.D.933. 
Manag 


himfelf to a barbarian, one Sima, a Turk , and general of the ment 
Sajians and Hajarians , then in the neighbourhood of Bag- ■»j .,/ „ 

dad and TVafet. He reprefented AlKaher in hh true colours, j ate v — r 
as a monfter of mankind, as having deftroyed his greateft * 

benefa£tors, and the moft worthy perfons of his empire, 
after pr.omifing them his protection; and he more than in- 
finuated, that Sima himfelf would not unlikely fhare in the 
fame fate. This induced Si?na to be fo much upon his 
guard, that Mokla never conferred with him, but indifguife; 
iometimes like a beggar, fometimes as a woman, and lome- 
times as a blind mendicant. But Mokla {till perceiving the 
barbarian to be irrefolute as to the part he fhould adf, very 
artfully applied to Sima’s aftrologer, and his interpreter of 
dreams, who governed the barbarian by his hopes and fears, 
and made each of them a prefent of two hundred dinars. 

This well judged bribe had the defired effedt, and Sbia 
being told by them, that a violent death was portended to 
him unlefs he took fuch and fuch medicines to avert it, he 
entered into Mokla 's views, and to all the meafures for im¬ 


mediately dethroning the califf. But notwithftanding all 


Mokla 's addrefs ana precaution, the califf’s vizir had no¬ 
tice of the confpiracy, and fent Salam the chamberlain, and 
Ifa , the phyfician of the court, to apprize him of his danger. 

But Al Kaher having committed a debauch the preceeding 
night, was then fo faff a fleep, that his attendants durft not 
awake him. The confpirators, from certain indications, 
fufpedting they were difeovered, while he was yet afleep, 
broke into the palace, and the califf ftarting up in amaze¬ 
ment, and creeping up to the coving of the ffove or bagnio, 
he endeavoured to conceal himfelf. But the confpirators 
difeoveringhim, they dragged him from his hole, and draw¬ 
ing a red hot iron feveral times before his eyes, they de¬ 
prived him of fight, and then throwing him into adungeon, 
like true barbarians, they plundered the city. Al Kaher 
was afterwards releafed from his confinement, but be- who be¬ 
ing blind, he fell into fuch extreme wretchednefs, that he comes a 
grew a common beggar upon the highways, and in the beggar in 


which de-« 
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mofques, making ufe of the form, “ remember your late 
califf, who is now a beggar.” 

The reafon why his life was fpared, feems to have been, 
that he might renounce all pretentions to the califat, and 
acknowledge the right of his nephew Al Radi , the fon of 
Moktader , whom the confpirators pitched upon to be his 
fucceffor; and it is faid, that, with great difficulty, he was 
the firft who recognized Al Radi’s authority ; but others 
fay, that he never could be prevailed upon to renounce,in 

proper form, his pretenfions to the califat. We have little 
or nothing to add, by way of ch^radler, to this tyrant, but 
that he died, when he was above fifty-twp years of age. 
Ifa , his phyfician, was the on|y perfon to whom he was 
conftant in friendfhip. Another phyfician, one Senan, a 
man of fome reputation in hts profcffion, and an excellent 
allronomer, his works in both fciences being, to this day, 
in great efteem, had likewife fome fhare in the confidence 
of this tyrant, who made him a kind of infpedfor, and cen- 
for, overall the phyfician®, in Bagdad ; many of whom, we 
are told, he found to be mofi grolsly ignorant j Senan being 
a Sabian , and idolater, the califf forced him to embrace Ma~ 
hometanifm, but he found the difpofition of the tyrant I o 
capricious and cruel, that he fled lfom the court to Bagdad, 

and took refuge in Korafan. 



A L Radi mounted the throne from a prifon, to which he 
had been confined through the jealoufy of the late ca¬ 
liff. The reader is to obferve, that the influx of the 
j Turkic and other barbarians, into the califat, had, by this 
time, introduced an almoft total alteration, not only of 
manners but forms. Every califf, at his acceffion now took 
a new name, and that of Al Radi , was changed from Abul 
Abbas to Ahmed. In imitation likewife of the barbarians, 
it had for feven or eight reigns paft been cuftomary, to add 
the word Billah , to the name of every califf, by way of a 
fovereign appellation. Scarcely was Al Radi placed upon 
the throne, when two candidates appeared for the poll: of 
vizir. The one was Ali, the fon of Ifa , and the other was 
Mokla. The former was perhaps the beft qualified, but 
the latter, who was rather a man of craft and cunning, 
than abilities and wifdom, being fupported by Sima, the 
Turk , was preferred by Al Radi , who foon found reafon to 

repent of his choice. 

The provinces of the califat were, at this time, in a ftatc 
of mere anarchy, and all right of authority, and preference, 

over them, was decided on the point of the fword. Mazda- 

ivij 



11 


OF THE WORLD. 

the Delamite, in the late reign, had received the gor 

Markab , Zanyan , and jibber, upon his 
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to the califat the city of ifpaban ’»Ifpaban. 


r iOl] £• rry 

vernment of Ray, 

rom ifmg to reltore 

L t the acceflion of Al Radi intervening before the bar taken, 
gain was completed on the part of the califf, Mazdawij 
ordered his brother Mafmakin , immediately to repoflefs 
bimfelf of Ifpaban, and to feize likewife upon the diftri&sof 
Ray, Jkivaz, and Pars ; while Motabar, the califf’s go- p eace a . 
vernor of Kora fan, having no more than a nominal power, mon eft 
W as unable to oppofe him. Mazdarwij then contra&ed an t h e u f urp . 
alliance with Amadawla , another Deylamite prince, and the tIS<> 1 
founder of a dinally, upon the terms of each keeping poffef- 
fion of what he had acquired; and when united, theyfe- 
curely bad defiance to all the remaining power of the califat. 

That was fo final!, that the Greek general Joannes Curcuas, 
this year is faid again to have taken the city of Galatia , (if 
this incident is not confounded with what happened fome n 
-cars before) and to have reduced great part of the Moflem , th 1 P^ 

This year was lhe T ' ff 

noted for the death of Abu Mobammed Obeidallab , the found- • 
tv of the Faitemite dinafty in Africa, or the califat of Kair- ewaN ‘ 

%T.n, and he was fucceedcd by his foil Al Kayem , who is faid 
to have found means to conceal his father’s death, for almoft 
a whole twelve month, from the Spanifb, Sicilian , and other 
European Moflems , over whom he pretended to be fuperior. 

This Kayem , or, as he is called by others, Abul Kafem , con¬ 
quered Genoa , and Sardinia. 

The weaknefs of the califat, far from uniting the minds Hiltory of 


y 


territories to the allegiance of the emperor. 


again were lubdivided 


of its fubjects, feemed only to difunite them the more. A 
thoufand different lefts, fome of whom we have already 
taken notice of, fprung out of the Sbijies , or the votaries of 
Ali. But none were more numerous, than thofe Sufis, or 
.<•?/iielijh , we have already mentioned, who pretended their 
bodies to be the habitation of God, and that they had 
an inward light to direct them in all their proceedings; thefe 

into a hundred other branches, each 
headed by fome importer, whole followers were {lrong, in 
proportion to the boldnels and abfurdity of his pretenfions. Sbalma 
One Shalmagani , fo called from the place of his nativity, was, gani. 
at this time, at the head of a feci of this kind, which, be- 
fides believing that the divinity refided in them, thought that 
Ali, was either God, or lb like God, that they might beeali- 
lv miftaken for one another, and that fouls palled through a 
number of ages, from one animated body to another. This 
left, as lias been before obferved, was a remains of Pytha- 
gorifrn, and had always prevailed in the Eaft, wher-e it now 
lublitis. But Shalmagani, went farther, for he taught his 
followers, in private," to worfliip him, as having a more 
than common portion of divinity refiding in him. Like 
other impoftors, notwithstanding the boldnels of his pre¬ 
text, he would willingly have avoided having his divinity 

brought to a tell. He remained for iome time obfeure, but 

ftill 
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Rill, in private, diffeminating his doftrines, ’till upon the 
credit of the great numbers he got to embrace them, he 
ventured abroad; but was taken, and with his two chief 
difciples, Ibrahim , and Mahomet , he was carried before the 
vizir Mokla . His courage then failed him ; he denied the 
do&rines he had taught, and imputed the belief which his 
followers entertained of his divinity, to their own credulity 
and over zeal, as he never had affecbed any fuch character, 
The vizir, after this exprefs recantation, not chofing to put 
Shalmagani to death upon his own authority, fent him before 
the califf, where he ftill perfifted in denying the charge a- 

• n i • *"T' 1 * rT* 1 1 1' „_ 11_ a. 1° tr> 

’gainft him. 1 he c 


Proe-refs 


fts. Mahomet with vaft reluctance complied} 
but Ibrahim fell upon Shalmaganis neck, killed his head, 
and his beard, called him his lord, his fupport, and his 
God. Shalmagani feemed angry with Ibrahim for this ex¬ 
travagance, and renewed his protcftations, that he never had 
encouraged anyone to believe him to be a God; but 
the califf entertaining fome fufpicions on that head, ordered 
him to be tried before an affembly ofdo&ors ; who examined' 
and condemned him and Ibrahhn to death. They were ac¬ 
cordingly crucified, and their bodies were burnt 

rjm M ' *f % -F^ I • • • I . I 


Mardazvi / 


Deylamit 


323d year of 


of the u- the Hejra, had made fuch progrefs, that he became maker 


furpers. 


of the whole of Al lebel , but was foon after murdered by 


Turkifb 


Wafmakin. Other 


pers fprung up at the fame time, and fought amongft them- 
felves, for the feveral provinces they pretended to, without 
the califf’s offering to interfere in their difputes. Mahomet^ 
the fon of Tagi/\ furnamed Al Akjhcd, feemsto have been the 
moft fortunate and powerful of tbofe tyrants ; for he feized 
both Syria and Egypt , and governed them by an independent 
power. Abu Thaer, the Karmatian prince, ftill kept the 
field in rebellion, and plundered all caravans, without dif- 
tinefion ; but as if thofe hoftililies had not been fnfficient 
tocompleat the miferies of th&.califat, a new fet of enthu- 
fiafts, difciples of the famous Hanbal , now domineered in 

Diforders Bagdad where they were extremely powerful. Pretending 
of the to a more than ordinary purity of life and converfation, and 

to greater fan&ity of religion, they broke open doors, fpilt 
and deftroyed all the wine they found, broke all the inkru- 
ments of mufic that came in their way, beat the.performers 
moft unmercifully, and committed a thoufand other extra¬ 
vagancies; nor could they be reduced to quiet, without vaft 
difficulty on the part of the government. 

Biftrefles Al Radi, who was far from being deftitute either of vtr- 
r : e tues or abilities, was deftitute of power, to make head, 

" either againft his foreign, or domeftic, enemies. His autho- 
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dad. 
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tributes they bad contra&ed to pay, was entirely exhaufted. Hej. 324. 
His vizir Mokla, was vifibly unequal to his high poft, and A.D.935. 
the people of Bagdad , in an infurre&ion, had driven him whore- 
and his ion out or the Eaftern, to the Weftern, part of that figns his 
capital. In this diftrefs Al Kadi threw his eyes upon one power to 
Ebn Rayek, as his affiftant, rather than his minifter, in the EbnReyek, 
empire. This EbnRayek had been, for fometime, fovereign 
of iVajet and Bafra , and was one of thofe upftart tyrants, 
that had been engendered in the troubles of the califat, by 
which he had acquired immenfe credit and riches. Like 
the other upftart rebels, he had withdrawn the tribute which 
he had agreed to pay to the califF, fo that the latter was re¬ 
duced to the utmoft-diftrefs. He therefore fairly propofed 
to refign to Ebn Rayek all his real power in the califat, or. 
in other words, to farm it out to him upon condition of his, 

Al Radi s, retaining the title, rank and refpeft that was due 
to a califf- Ebn Rayek agreed to the propofal, and he enter¬ 
ed into poffeffion of his new poft, which never had before 
been heard of in the califat, under the title of Emir AlOmra , 
which fignifies Lord over Lords. In this quality, he had 
the abfolute difpofal of the army and the finances, and he 
even could officiate in the great mofques, as chief iman at 
Bagdad. His name was likewife inferted in all the public 
prayers, and the califf himfelf, without his permiffion, 
could not difpofe of a farthing of the public money. 

This Ebn Rayek was, originally, a Seljukian Turk, a race 
of people we {hall have occafion afterwards to deferibe, and 
often to mention. The office of Emir Al Omra , in a man¬ 
ner fuperceded that of vizir j and it appears, that though 
Al Radi had been obliged to part with Al Mokla , as his 
minifter, yet he was grateful enough not to ruin him, and 
he ftill had great credit about his court. Ebn Rayek took The pro- 
poffeffion of his high dignity in the end of December this grefsand 
year, and he appointed .one Amed , a native of Cifa , to be difficul- 
his fecretary of ftate, without manifefting any jealoufy of t j eso fhis 
the late vizir, whom he Teems to have replaced in his poft a dminif- 
of vizir, and then to have difmiffed him, by which he made tration. 
Mokla , his irreconciliable enemy. The great attention of 
Ebn Rayek , when he entered upon his adminiftration, was 
how to make the moft of his new dignity. The name of 
califf, under whofe fan&ion he adted, was ftill venerable 
amongft true Mojlems , and fome of the tyrants found great 
conveniency with their own fubjedls, in preferving his 
countenance, by paying him,their tribute. EbnAl Akjhed , the 
fovereign of Egypt , had been driven from Alexandria to 
Barks , by Ahmed , the califf’s governor of Egypt, and hav¬ 
ing with fome difficulty recovered Alexandria , and defeated 
the garrifon, he thought proper to enter into a compromifc 
with Al Radi , who gave him the full grant of the govern¬ 
ment of Egypt , upon the payment of a certain fum. 


But 
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But that was not the cafe with AbuThaer , the Karmatian 

whofe fubjects both hated and defpifed Mahpmeta- 


He {fill kept the field, at the head of powerful ar- 


prince 
n i fm. 

mies, and rendered himfelf terrible to all parties j and of late 
had got the poffeffion of Cufa. Ebn Rayek therefore found 
himfelf under the neceffity of concluding with him a moft 
fhameful peace, and rendering the califat tributary to this 
rebel in the annual fum of one hundred and twenty thoufand 
dinars, upon condition of his forbearing to plunder the 
j Mojlem carav an s. 

This difgraceful treaty was greatly forwarded by the ftate 

of Ebn Rayek's own affairs. When he came to Bagdad , he 
found that the Sajians , and the Hajanians , governed every 
thing there, and herefolved to reduce them. He according- 
l.y difarmed the Sajians , which made the Hajanians his ene¬ 
mies, though they durft not at that time give vent to their 
refentment. Al Baridi the tyrant of Akwaz, availed him¬ 
felf of this diftra&ed ftate of affairs at Bagdad , to invade 
Ebn RaycEs principality of Wafet; the capital of which he 
took polfeflion of. The news of this defection obliged Elm 
Rayek to affemble a vaft army, and taking along with him the 
califf in perfon, he advanced to diflodge the rebel from 
Wafet . Baridi, finding himfelf unequal to the ftorm that was 
ready to break upon him, propofed a treaty, and agreed to 
deliver up WaJ'et , and to pay to the califf an annual tribute 
of thirty thoufand dinars. Upon this, Ebn Rayek marched 
his army back to Bagdad , where he was no fooner arrived, 
than he received intelligence, that Baridi had railed a frefli 
rebellion, retaken Wafet , and made himfelf mafter of Bajra 
itfelf; and all Ahvuaz. Upon this, Ebn Rayek , whom the 
ftate of public affairs detained at Bagdad , took into his pay 
a body of Turkifb troops commanded by Yabcam , a general 
of the fame nation, and a commander of great courage and 
experience. Yabcam immediately advanced at the head of 
his army, which was a very numerous one; and Baridi 
was once more driven from all his acquifitions, and obliged 
to take refuge at the court of Amadowla , who was then io- 
vereign of JJpahan , and the fineft provinces of Perfia, and 
Mejopoiamia. Yabcam having performed his fervice, likethe 
other tyrants, began to treat for the fovereignty of fome of 
the conquefts he had made. Ebn Rayek , accordingly, made 


him governor of Abwaz , upon his comenting to pay an annual 
tribute of thirty-eight thoufand dinars. As to Al Baridi , 
he was afiifted with an army by Amadodowla, at whofe court 
he took refuge, who advanced, under Moezzodowla , his bro¬ 
ther, to difpofies Yabcam of his new government. But tho’ 
he took Bafra, it was retaken by Baridi , who repulfed him 
Wafet, and began now, like the other powerful traitors, 


In 


to think of fetting up for himfelf. 

encouraged by the late vizir Mokla , who advifed him by all 


this he was greatly 


means 
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The 


means to attempt to d 
ence between them however was difcovered by Ebn Rayek , 
who intercepted a letter, written by Mokla to Yah cam , and 
fhewed it to the califf. Mokla was then called for, and 
examined. At firft he entirely denied the charge, but the 
letter being produced, he was ordered to take his trial, and 
fentenced to loofe his right hand. Mokla was famous for having 
been the inventor of a moft beautiful Arabic charaiter, and 
far being the beft penman amongft all the Mojlcms . Upon his 

he upbraided the court for their barba- 


receiving fentenc 


r% 


off. 


ufeful and ornamental to the caufe of literature, and had 
wrote over fevcral copies of the koran ; and for their feverity 
to a man, who had ferved in the fublime poll of vizir, to 
califfs fucceflively. But if we are to believe hiftorians, 
had behaved in fo incautious a manner, that the lofs 


thre 
Mokla. 


put 


of his ri^ht hand muft be deemed a very mild punifhment 
for his o&ences. For he advifed the califf to difplace Ebn Mokla _ 
Rayek) from his poft of Emir Al Omar , and to put Yahcam in to death, 
his room ; a change which, he faid, would bring into the ca- 
liff’s treafury moft immenfe fums of money. The califf 
difcovered this letter to Ebn Rayek) and put him upon his 
guard. But Mokla , nctwithftanding the lenity with which 
he had been treated, threw out moft bitter invectives, both 
again ft the califf and Ebn Rayek ; fo that his punifhment was 
increafed. The executioner not only cut off his hand, but 
cut out his tongue, and he was thrown into a dungeon, 
wherehe moft miferably perifhed. 

The death of Mokla however, did not prevail upon Yah- Yahcam 
cam to lay aftde his ambitious defign, of driving Ebn Rayek defeats 
from his poft, and fucceeding to his power. For after he Ebn Rayek 
had defeated Moezzodowla^ he affembled a great army, and an d 
marching into the territories of Bagdad , he there defeated made 
Ebn Rayek , who was obliged to fly, and to leave Yahcam in R mir Al 

re J r 1 • n 'T'M • i_ . . _1 ! .1__ f. ___ C _ 


pofleflion of his poft. Th 
theHejra. Yahcam entered 


upon the exercife of his office 


with great vigour, and kept the califf as much a cypher, as 
his predeceffor had done. He formed, however, great fchemes 
for the recovery of the califat, and in the 327th year of the 
Hejra, he marched againft Is! afcrodaivla , a prince of the 
Hamdan 

Nafe 

was defeated with vaft {laughter in a pitched battle, and 
forced to fly to Amida. It "is probable, that Yahcam might 
have recovered at this time the pofleflion of his provinces 

ot Ebn Rayek , the late Emir Al Omra ., 

f Tina rind at the head of an armv. This 


Pcrfu 


to the califat, had not „ . 

invaded the diftrict of Bagdad at the head of an army. 
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daivlci) who confented to pay five hundred th.cufand dinars 
ir. • • ~c Matters 


yearly, for the quiet pofleflion of his provinces 

were foon after in like manner compromifed, between E n 

Rcv.y 
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Rayek and 


the government of Harran , Edeffa, Kinmifr 


the calif? 


Euphrates 

Acompro* knowledgement of tribute. This ceffion made Ebn Rayek, 
xnife be- who feems to have been a man of infinite ambition, f 0 


tween 

them. 


Egypt. The Mojl< 


Med 


have followed the fame pra&ice that then prevailed in Eu¬ 
rope. Every bold adventurer for a fovereignty or a province, 
declared his intention, and enlifted all who were willing to 

follow his fortunes, allotting to each, his proportion of pay 
and plunder. This method in countries full of people, who 
knew no other trade than that of war and robbery, could 
not fail of bringing vaft numbers to the field, efpecially, as 
was the cafe with Ebn Rayek 9 when the leader was a man of 


character and confequence. 


Progrefs 
of Ebn 

Rayek, 


of Hems , Damafc 


Egypt 

pofed drijh, by Al Akftid, at the head of an army;'a 
battle enfued, in which Ebn Rayek’s forces did wonders, at 
fir ft, and routed thofe of Al Akftid. The latter, who knew 
the ardour and temper of his enemies, and that plunder had 
brought them to the field, had forefeen this. He placed a 
ftrong body of referve in an ambufh, and charged Ebn 
Rayek’s troops, whoj inftead of compleating their vi&ory, 
ran to plunder the baggage, fo opportunely, that he not 
only retrieved the field, but gained a compleat vi&ory, and 
feated by it was with difficulty that Ebn Rayek himfelf, with no more 

^ ^ ^ ♦ i • /• 11 • i i • , r_ • i 


Akftid 



of the 


than feventy men in his following, made his efcape with 
eat difficulty to Damafcus. But it was not long before Ebn 
ayek was again at the head of a great army; with which 
lie defeated and killed Abu Najr , Al Akftid’s brother, with 
a vaft number of his troops. On this occafion, a feene of 
politenefs and afteefion paffed, which was very uncommon 
amongft barbarians; for Ebn Rayek was fo touched with the 
death of Ebu Nafr , that he fenthis ownfon to condole with 
/j nC him upon his lofs, and to difclaim his having had any hand 

ojems. - n t ^ e j- ame . na y^ k e even went fo f ar? as to give Al Akjhid 

leave to facrifice the young man, fhould he think it neceffary, 
to the ghoft of his brother: this was a compliment that 
would be looked upon as being extravagant, did we not 
know the exceffes to which the Eaftern people, when they 
are complaifant, are apt to carry their politenefs. Al Akftid 
received the compliment with a becoming grace, and fentthe 
nmbaffador back, loaded with marks of his efteem and re¬ 
gard, and defiring the friendfhip of Ebn Rayek. This ge¬ 
nerous intercourfe foon produced a peace; by which Al 

Akftid was put in poffeffion of Al Ramla , but was obliged 
to pay annually, to Ebn Rayek , who feems to have had the 
authority of the cal iff and Yahcam on his fide, one hundred 
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and 


Ebn 
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quiet poffeffion of his Syrian provinces. We cannot clofe 
the tranfactions of this year, without taking notice of the 
death of that great hiftorian Euticbyus . His original name 
w as Said Ebn Batrick ; he was a native of Al Fofiat , in Death of 
Egypt, and was bred a phyfician, in which profeffion he was Euticbyus 
eminent; but was raifed to be patriarch of Alexandria , in the hifto- 
the year of the Hejra 321. We therefore need not inform rian. 
our readers, that he was a Chriftian Melchite. He was ' 
zealous, and wrote againft the herefies of his countrymen, 
and he filled the patriarchal chair of Alexandria for feven 
years and a half. His hiftory, which is in great efteem, is 
carried down from the creation of the world, to the 327th 
year of the Hejra ; and is of authority with the heft, even of 
the Moflem hiftorians. 

In the 329th year of the Hejra, died of a dropfy, the Twhand 

califF Al Radi, in the thirtieth year of his age, and the charafter 
feventhof his reign. In his perfon he was fwarthy, and his t h e ca _ 
beard was thin. He was, for the moft part of his reign, no j-jr 
better than the pupil of his two Emir’s Al Omra ; but at I aft, 
he was not wholly without influence. His name and au¬ 
thority was a weight in the conteft between his rival Emir’s, 
and always kept him above that public contempt, under 
which his fucceflors in the califat funk. According to the 
beft authorities, he was a man of parts ; generous, muni¬ 
ficent, and a good poet, being the laft of the califfs, whofe 
poetical compofitions have been handed down to pofterity. 

As to the ftate of learning in his time, he was, as many of 
bis predeceflors had been, fond of his firft phyfician, whom 
he made his friend and his companion ; and he happened to 
be Senan , who was taken notice of in the former reign. 

Under him lived Matthew , the fon of Tunes , a Chriftian 
hiftorian, who was the greateft logician of the age, and, by 
way of eminence, was termed the Sage. 



Al Motaki, the twenty-firft cali 

Al Abbas. 


;rr 



the houfe 



T JSI.S, prince, whofe original name was Ibrahim , or He is fuc- 

Ahrabam , was the fon of the califF Al Moktader. Up- ceeded by 
on the deceafe of Al Radi , all the executive power of the jl Mo- 
government devolving upon Tahcam , whofe affairs at that t aki, 
time, detained him at Cufa , he fent orders, by one of his 
fecretaries of ftate, to the vizir Abul Kafem, at Bagdad , to 
affemble the judges, together with the heads of the houfesof 
Alt, and Al Abbas , and other leading men, to proceed to 

the eledbion of a new' califF, which unanimoufly fell upon 

Ibrabirr „ 
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Ibrahim ; who, it is more than probable, had been previouf. 

ly nominated by Tahcam , though the ceremony of election 
was indifpenfible. Al Motaki , being thus railed to the 
Moflem throne, fent to Tahcam , who was now moved to 
Wafei , a moft magnificent robe and a banner, by which 
he continued him in his high ftation of Emir AlOmra. He 
likewife confirmed Abul Kafem in his non-final vizirfhip- 
for Abdallah , a Cufan, fecretary of Rate to Tahcam , was 
the acting minifter all over the empire, while Al Tohmi was, 
at the requeft of Tahcam , made chamberlain 1 to the ca- 

Jiff 

TDifmem- J t is worth the reader’s while, at this period, to throw 
bermefits fij s e y e s upon the ftate' of that once glorious empire theca- 
and par- ijf at; and to confider it as now broken in pieces, and divided 

amongff rebels and ufurpers. The Moflem part of Spain, as 
we have already feen, was ftill governed by princes defcend- 
ed from the hpufe of Ommiyah ; who afTumed the title of 
califfs. The Fatemite dihafty, which afterwards obtained 


tltions 
of the ca- 
iiffat 

Spain, 
Africk 
and 
Europe . 


Egypt 


Mang 


of Kainuan , 
Africa , but 


Mangrabian 


Crete, 


matters of the fineft provinces in Europe, which they govern¬ 
ed by deputies. Crete , which originally had been invaded, 
and conquered by the califf of the houfe of Al Abbas , was 
now governed by the defendants of Abu Kab , a Magralmn 

_ , admiral, who had been in pofl*eflion of it fome years. Egypt, 

Egypt and and a t part 0 f Syria, as may be feen in the hiftory of 

inVPf/2. % i n i • rr* _1 11 L, r Al AL ft.1,1 #4m/4 Arfstnnfnl txntb rnmn 



Bafra and 
Cufa. 
Perjia ; 


&yna. t j^ e ca liff, was held by \Al Akjhid , and Mawfel 

of the fineft provinces of Per fa, and Mcfopotatmcr, by ufur¬ 
pers of the houfe of Handan . IVdfct, Bafra, and Cufa, 
were looked upon as the property of Ebn Rayek, though 
his poffeffion of them was difputed by another rebel Bank 
The ancient Perfia , that garden of the world, was governed 
by Amadodazvla, the founder of the dinatty of Bmyans, and 
the reft of the Perfian Irak, with Al febal, was held by his 
brother Rocr.odazvla, who reigned at Jfpahan, as Amadoda-wh 
did at Skiraz. Wajhmakhi the Deylamitc, held many other 
provinces of the fame noble country, and his brother Mar- 
dawij, governed the provinces of Tabrcfian, Jorjan, and 
Tabrefian , Mazanderan, and was the founder of the Dcylamite dmahy. 
Karajan, Al Nafr, the fon of Ahmed, was fovereign of Korafan , and 

other fine diftri<fts in its neighbourhood, and was founder 
of the dinafty of the Sottimamans • Abu All of the fame family, 
was matter of Kerrnon ; and Abu Timer, as we have already 


Kir man, 

Tamama feen, was the tyrant 
and Bar- 


Tamama 


he in. 


ill of Haj 
The readei 


ceives. that many acts of ufurpation upon it, have been but 

(lightly touched upon in thishiftory ; but ht is to» retied, 

that tile prodigious number of revolutions, the variety an 

* k - diftance 
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diftance 


of'a&ion, the confufioil of perfons, 


44 * 


times apd places, with the uncertainty of events, and above 
all thfe Tcarcity of hiftorians to record them, renders it im- 
poffible'.for a modern'writer to particularize all the diftant 
feenes of adtion, arifirig through fo extended an empire. 

It is plain, from the view that has been here exhibited, that p ower0 f 
the califat, properly fo called, was contracted into a very nar.- thecaliffs 
r ow compafs ; that of Bagdad , its diftridb and dependencies. 

We cannot be;6f opinion that thofe dependencies were fo 
very fmall as Tome authors have reprefented them to be. 

Thev did not confift fo much in territory, as in the great ve- 

1 .1 Aji]_J lL: i___ it 


the body of th zMojlt 


lor i t. 


him AM vaft influence even in the governments that were 
difmembefed from his empire; for all of them looked on him 
as the chief iman, or fovereign of the Modem religion. 

Befides this, many of the ufurpers, as has been already ob¬ 
eyed, found great convenicncy in paying him an annual 
tribute; a right which the califFs of Bagdad never departed 
from, even in the lovveft ftate of their affairs. At the fame 
time, ittriiiftbe acknowledged, that the califat, exclufive of 
Bagdad arid its diftrict, had little or no real power, but the 
remains of that veneration, the people had once entertained 

A 

A 

Ye firft year of Al Moiaki’s reign, Macan the Deylamite, R e voIu- 
was driven from Georgia , to Tabrrjian , and \o\ned WaJhjna- t ; on j n 
/•/», a Deylamite likewife. But their united armies were q; a brejlan^ 
entirely defeated by Abu All, and Macan was killed in the; 
battle. After this, Ray fubmitted to Abu Ali, by which he 

acquired a vaft extent of dominions. 

‘ Yctbcam all this time continued to exercife his poft of Remark- 
Emir Ai 0?nra, and in the 329th year of the Hejra, the war able death 
with Baridi recommenced, andTahcam raifed an army to fup- of T^b- 
prefs him, intending to head it in pdrfon. His generals, cam, 
however, having defeated the rebel before he could arrive 
at his army, in the wantonnefs of power, he refolved upon, 
an excursion that ftiould anfwer the double ends of pleafure. 
and profit. For .(hearing of a curd or clan of Turks , who 
were very rich and numerous, and feated on the banks of 
the river Jaur >: he refolved, as his army was on foot,' to 
plunder them, and at the fame time, to take the diverfion 
of hunting. He accordingly, at the head of a party, fell 
upon the Curds in the midft'of his hunting, and plundered 
them. He even diftinguilhed himfelf above all his fol¬ 
lowers by his barbarity, fo that a young Curd , who was 
ignorant of his quality, fingled him outfor his. inhumanity, 
and running him through with a lance laid him dead at his 
feet. The news of Tabcasn s death reaching Bagdad ■, the 
califF Motaki looked upon it as a deliverance, and immediately 
feized upon his palace and all his effedls, amongft Which 


Were the rich tapeftry he had 


carried 


Vol. VI, 


G 


imperial 
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imperial court, and a vail treasure that was found buried 
tinder ground. 

Yabcnm’s death left the port of Emir Al Ojnra vacant, and 
the califf beftowed it upon one Curtakin , a Deylamite. But 
two other candidates loon ftarted up. Ebn Rayek, thefor- 

Curtakin mer Baridi , both of whom had now arrived at a 

made E- va & P ltc h of power* Curtakin , being foun.d unfit for the 

place, Ebn Rayek was preferred by the califF; while Baridi 
marching at the head of an army to Bagdad K made himfelf 
mafter of that capital, and obliged the califF to give him 
five hundred thotifand dinars, for the ufe of hifrtfOops. But 
Baridi applying the money to his own ufe, his army mu¬ 
tinied, and obliged him, his brother, fon, and domeftics, to 
retire by water to JVafet. As plunder Was the common 

• • i i i r i i* t 


mir Al 
Omra. 


Baridi 

takes 


principle both with the general and his foldiers, they foon 
after came to a good underftanding, and (unlefs hiftorians 
have made two expeditions of what really was but one) once 


dan 

princes, 


Bagdad . more made themfelves mafters of Bagdad , in the 730th year 

of the Hejra. 

The califf The califF being in no condition to oppofe this powerful 

aFifted by rebel, was obliged to throw himfelf upon one of theHanda- 
the Him- mite princes, who was then in poffefiion of Manfel , and t 

great part of Syria and Me/opotamia. This chief readily af¬ 
forded the califF a retreat, and adled with fo much fpiritin 
his defence and reftoration, that Al Motaki dignified him 
with the illuftrious title of Nafjerodaula, or “Protestorof 
the Hate,” and his brother, With that of Saifodawla, e< The 
Sword of (late.” But it foon appeared, that all their kindr 
nefs and duty towards the califf, proceeded from interefted 
motives. All the ufurpers who had built their own for¬ 
tunes upon the ruins of the califF, fought to enlarge them 
at one anothers expence, and, as has been already obfervcd, 
the remaining veneration that was ftill inverted in the per- 
fon of the califf, rendered his countenance of vaft import¬ 
ance to the party he efpoufed. Najjerodawla furniflied Al 
Motaki , with all kind of carriages and equipages, at a city 
called Tecret , upon the borders of AJJyria, within fix days 
journey of Mawfel , to which city he was conduced with 
great magnificence, attended by E‘n Rayek, the Emir Al 
Omra , and others of his great men. He was lodged in a 
who aft part of Mawfel that was appropriated to his ufe, and en- 
froni mer- tertained fuitable to his quality. All this was done from 
cenary mercenary motives; for, Najjerodawla put Ebn Rayek to 
motives, death, and rendered himfelf the mafter of the califf, though 

it is doubtful whether he affumed the title of Emir Al 
Onv a. He then gave the command of an army to his bro¬ 
ther Saifodawla , who marched to Bagdad , from whence he 
diflodgea Baridi , took two thoufand of his men, and made 
a great daughter of the reft. The califf Al Motaki, upon 

this, returned in great triumph to Bagdad where the two 
brothers Najjerodawla and Saifodawla, had the dire&ion of 

every 
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{very thing ? the former in the ftate, and t) 
army* The firff attention of Saifodawla, A 


MX 


the 


Bagdad. 


the golden coin, which reformed* 


had by various arts and incidents been greatly reduced, and 


then he gave his daughter in. marriage* with the fum of 
jive hundred thoufand dirhems for her dower, to the califf’s 
{'on- It appears, however^ that the califf’s dominions were 
obliged to furnifli this money* which fo exhausted his Ex¬ 
chequer, that the Turkijb troops mutinied for their pay, 
drove Strife daw la from his tamp, and in the end, obliged 
Rdfcrodawla to return to Mawfel. . By their retreat, the 
califf was left in the hands of the Turks, who were com¬ 
manded by one Tuzun , whom Al Motdki, though he. greatly 
difliked him, was obliged to make Emir AlOmra. We are <r„L„ A 
told by fome hiftorians, Naiferodaivla, before he left Bag- <r ur u et . C 
dad, made ufe of the califf’s authority, forraifing the fum poVfifon 3 
of four hundred thoufand dinars, under pretence of en- g 
Couraging the army to oppofe the Turks', but Naiferodaivla, dad 
no fooner got poffefiion of the money, than he abandoned 
Bagdad to Tuzun, and returned to Mawfel. The tyranny 


Mo 
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no other refource, than to retire to Al Rakka, from whence califf is 
he invited the Egyptian califf Akjhid, to pity his misfortunes, expellee 
and to take him under his protection. Al Akjhid immediate- p, UI . : s . 
ly repaired to tlie califf at Al Rakka , made him magnificent ^ 
prefents, furnifhed him with money, and offered him a re- jbru-.j ' 
treat iii his dominions, ’till he Ihould be reinftated in full * 


Akjhid, 


poflefiion of the cal’.fat. 

So powerful a protection brought Naiferodawla , and the He eftter 
princes of the houfc of Hamdan, to a fenfe of their duty, into a 
and they repaired to Al Rakka , where they too offered Al treaty 
Motaki their fervices- But the califf, either impatient to be with ?»- 


Motaki their fervices. But the calitt, either impatient to be with Tu- 
fo long abfent from Bagdad, or being in hopes, that his au- zuto, and 
thority could ballance parties greatly to his advantage, en¬ 
tered into a private treatv with Tuzun ; and fent him pro- 
pofals for his return to Bagdad. Tlie barbarian accepted 
of thofe propofals feemingly with the greateft joy, and' 
offered to take his oath for the performance of them. It 


-- f . - 

accepted 


of thofe propofals feemingly with the greateft joy, and' 
offered to take his oath for the performance of them. It 
was in vain for Al Akjhid, and the princes of the houfe of 
Hamdan, to remonffrai-e to the califf upon the danger of 
hulling a perfidious barbarian* for fie r^perffed aP their 


hulling 


Akjhid returned towards Egypt ; as Naifercdaw * 
Mawfel, while Al Motah let out for Bagdad’. 
ever at Hit , a town on the northern bank of 


Euph, 


cerity 


vi ng 


was ready to fulfil every thing ^upon oath; he continued 
his journey towards Bagdad. When he came to the town 
of Al Sendira he there "found Tozitn, encamped, at the head 


of an army- Upon the 


Q 


iff 


alighted™ 


U1l m 


t 
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alighted from his horfe, proftrated himfelf before Al Motaki 
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fti 


the calift was treated with all the refpe 

This feen 


head quarters, 
and deference, that was due to his high rank. 


i 


to have happened in the 333d year of the Hejra. 

Hej. 333.: By this time, the miferies of the califat were inexpreflible, 
A.D.944. The Greeks had taken the cities of Erzerun , Daras , and 
The califF Nifibrs, and had commited prodigious ravages upon the 
buys Modem dominions. This induced the califF to court their 
peaceof emperor, by making him a prefent of the famous handker- 
the Greeks chief, which was faid to have been fent by our Saviour im 
by a pre¬ 
fen t of 
our Sa¬ 
viour’s 
handker¬ 
chief. 


Al Roba , or Edejj'a , which now belonged to the 
As the authenticity of this handkerchief received "great 


Moflt 


countenance from antiquity, as well as the ftory of Abm, 
no doubt was made of its being a true relidf; and it was re¬ 


ceived by 


Con/iantinoph 


utmoft pomp and veneration, being depofited in the church 
of S t. Sophia there, and preferved hill that city was taken by 
the Turks. This feafonable prefent feems to have brought 
about a peace between the two empires. 

Great fa- But the califat in general was, at this time, in a mod de¬ 
mine at plorable fituation. The public diforders, having caufed 
Bagdad. all agriculture to be negledfed, a moll dreadful famine raged 

at Bagdad ; where the people were obliged to fubfifr upon 
bran, and at laft upon hay, while the mortality was fuch, 
that heaps of Mojlems were buried in one grave, without 
thofe ablutions, and funeral rites, which they think foef- 
fential to their interment. Thofe and many other calamities, 
. which happened about the fame time to the califat, deter¬ 
mined Tuzun to dethrone AAotnki , and to raife to the throne 


Al Moftacfi, the foil of the califF Al Motafi. This was ac- 
cordingly performed, and the dethroned calilF foon after 
had his eyes put out. As to his character little can be faid, 
for he was not above four years in the pofteftion of the ca- 
fifat. His power was reduced to a kind of an cede- 
fiaftical jurifdi&ion, and therefore we may eafily fuppofe, 
that the chara&er which writers give him, of his having been 
a religious prince, is juft. He died about the 60th yearof 
his age. 



* 

Al Moftacfi, the twenty-fecond califf of the houfe cf 

Al Abbas. 


s 

Moftarfi H E accefiion of this ca 

made ca - 1 a pregnant proof of the 

liff. 


■ / 

_ _ _ contempt into which that 

dignity was now fallen. A woman called Alam , found means 
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fjtzun immediately made him calift, and after exa&ing the 
oathofobediencetohim, from all perfons, he declared him- 
felf Emir Al Omrc\ which, was now become a poft, 
that gave law to the califF himfelf. Al Mojlacfi begun his 
reign with an a£t of decency, for he releafed his predecefFor 
AlMotaki , from his confinement, but he ftill found himfelf 
embroiled with the Greeks. In an irruption they made, Heisem*> 
they penetrated as far as Aleppo , but they were repulfed by broiled by 
Saifodawla , whom we have had occafion fo often to men- ^Greeks, 
tion. At this time, this tyrant and his family were far 
more powerful than the califF; but he had a competitor, 
in the perfon of Ajhad , the califF of Egypt , and their forces 
vrere fo equal, that Satfodawla , though he made himfelf 
matter of Hems and Aleppo , was obliged to defift from his 
attempt upon Damafcus : and a general action enluing, nei¬ 
ther party could boaift of the victory. . . 

In the 334th year of the Hejra, died ' Tuzan , the Emir Al F* e J* 334 * 
0 mra, which high ftation was immediately ufurped by A.D.945* 
Zairac , another Turk. The perquifites, however, of this Defcrip- 

high poft, which in fadl ftill depended upon the califF, ren- tl0 7 
dered it a very confiderable objedf of ambition. The dif- cahff’s 

tiicl of Bagdad was annexed to it, and there ftill was not °fh ce aQ - 
only a reverence, but an adtual revenue, that accrued to it power, 
from the feveral tyrants, who had parcelled out the califat. 
Moezzodawla , therefore, put in his claim to be Emir Al 
Omra , and being in pofleffion of Abivaz ;, he was fo power¬ 
ful, that he {truck terror into the Turks themfelves. The 
califF Al Mojlacfi^ and Zairae , were chafed from Bagdad , but 


califF 


Moezzodawla 


"O" ’ — - r 

immediately recognized his 


authority, and compromifed matters with Zairac ; who 
was appointed collector of all the public revenues. 

The califat, by this revolution, being in fome degree eman- Moezzo 
cipated from the tyranny of the Turks , the cal iff feemed to da-iula 


Mocz 

viijvi jr uuuiviij wau vt ~ - # 

zodawla , and his family. Their names and titles of ho- 

Aft 


Al 


nour were even inferibed upon the coin ; and the califF* as Omra 9 
the firft Have of the empire, was allowed about two hundred 
pounds a day, for his fubfiftence; but his palace was pof- 
feffed, as well as his real power, by Moezzodawla, the Emir 
Al Omra. Notwithftanding this, Al Mojlacfi the calift, ftill 
preferred all appearances of lovereignty j and, as ufual, gave 
audience to all foreign ambaftadors. But his favourite 
miftrefs, Al Am, was diiTatisfied with Moezzodawla, and ca¬ 
balled with fome of the great men of the empire, to remove 
him from the poft of Emir Al Omra . Moezzodawla ^ ^co¬ 
vered this, but covered it with profound diflimulation. On 
p. day appointed by the califF to give audience to an am- 


1 


Emir of Kcrajati 

G 


CT 


3 


with 
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He de¬ 
thrones 

she califf. 

^ _ * _ • 


with a ftrong guard, of which he di'pofed properly. H g 
then went into the prefence of the califF, proftrated himfelt' 
before him, and as ufual killed the hem of his garment. 
Soon after, two of his principal officers came in, and the 
calitf extended to them his hands to kifs. But inftead of 
Iciffing them, they feized him by the wrifls, dragged him 
from his throne, and with all marks of indignity, that pof- 
fjbly could be exerted, they forced him to Moezzodawla s 
houfe, where he was ironed and confined in a dungeon: 
foo n after, he was deprived of his light, and his favourite 
iniftrefs Al A^> had her tongue cut out. As this califF 
reigned only fixtsen months, we ran fay little or nothin* 
about his charadfer; nor indeed, can he properly be eon- 
fideied a-, a fovereign prince. At the time of his death he 
•was about forty-one years of age. 


Al Moti, the fon of the deceafed califf Moktader, th 


twenty-third califf of the houfe of Al Abbas. 


Al Moil 


T 


fon of Al Ao 


without any oppofition, to the imperial dignity ; but 

5, he was no better than a 


lucceeus ... 

to the ca- like his immediate predeceifoi 

m- " 


fervant 


neceffaries 


cypher in the government; which continued to he ufurped 
by Moezzodawla. That tyrannical minifter, denied to his 
mafter, even 
him only one 
he expended. 

Naileradawla ftill remained in the poiTeffion of the princi¬ 
pality of Mawfel , and either from a fenfe of duty or ambi¬ 
tion. he undertook to deliver the califf from the tyranny of 
the Deylamites, under Mofzzo daiula. With this view, Nai- 
ferodawla advanced to Bagdad , at the head of the Hamdanitc 
forces, and obliged Moezzodawla^ with his pupil the califf, 
to retreat with great precipitation to Tecrit. Naffero daw ia^ 
upon this, pofleffed himfelf of all theeaftern part of Bagdad. 


Btagdad 


Maezzodawla 


xai&en 


$ 


is fpent in fkirmifhes 

five effedf. 


Egypt 


About this time, died the celebrated Al Ajhed, the califf of 
- Egypt* * n an advanced age. He was one of the moft fuc- 
cefsful rebels that we read of in hiftory. But in all other 
refpedfs, he was a great man. He was brave, juft, and ge¬ 
nerous; and about the time of his death, he was renewing 
bis preparations to deliver the califf from his tyrants. We 
are told that before his death, a fevero writing was found in 


his 
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fcis palace, cenfuring hisconduft, which affected him great¬ 
ly. His Ton Abul Hufem; a minor, fucceeded him j but an 
/ Ethiopean , on eCafur, held the reigns of government. The 
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Saiffbda'iv 
la fhuts 
himfelfup 


death of Al AJhed , encouraged Saifodawla-, who feems by in Aleppo . 
that time to have made up matters with Moezzodawla , to 
make himfelf mafter of Damafcus. But his tyranny being 
insupportable to the inhabitants, they invited Cafur to de¬ 
liver them from it. He accordingly marched a bodv of 


accordingly marched 


body of 


Egyptian troops, who expelled Saifodawla out of the city, 
the government of which was given to Baddar. After this 
event, Saifodaivla , went to Aleppo , where he (hut himfelf 
up, and he feems to have proclaimed war againft all the 
world. For being one of thofe free-booters, we have a1- 
ready defcribed, he never was without foldiers, who par¬ 
took in his fpoils. Accordingly, we find him next year 
invading the neighbouring territories, which he rendered 
a fcene of defolation where-ever he marched. An imperial 
army, (for the Greek emperors were ftill very powerful in 
the Eaft) being fent againft him, he killed twenty thoufand 
of the Greeks , and took two thoufand prifoners, with very- 
little lofs to himfelf. Irj fhort, he appears at this time 
to have been the abfolute mafter of the califat; nor is the 


infignificant califf fo much as mentioned in hiftory. The 
realon why Saifodawla did not refide at Bagdad , was, be- 
caufe a famine raged then in that city, to fuch a degree, 
that mothers dreffed their own children for food, and a pefti- 
lence fucceeding, the famine laid the country almoft defo¬ 
late. 


■phe His wars 


with the 
Greeks, 


The refidenceof Saifodawlacontinued ftill to, he at Aleppo, 
from whence he made excurfions over all the neighbouring 
countries ; for, in the 336th year of the Hejra, we are told, 
that he took Burfa , the antient Prufa, fttuated near mount 
Olympus in Bytbinia ; but the reader is to remark, that Pto-. 
lemy mentions two towns of that name in the fame province. 

Saifodawla having taken the place, deftroyed its fortifications. 

But he met with a powerful enemy, in the perfon of Al and the 
Moterafft , who fucceeded to the command of the Karma- Karma- 
tians ; and who defeated a prince of the houfe of Hamdan , tians- 
who had been made governor of Hems by Saifodawla. Tl he 
latter, however, colledting his forces together, and march¬ 
ing them towards Hemi, which was then in Al Moterajj ?s 
poffeffion, the Karmatian was totally defeated. Very few 
of his men efcaped, and he himfelf being taken, his head 
was cutoff, and carried before the conqueror on the point 
of a lance. This conqueft was efteemed fo glorious, that 
Saifodawla was complimented upon it, by one of his kinf- 
men, of the Hamdan family, in an elegant copy of Arabian 
verfes. After that, he returned to Aleppo, which he made the His peace 
feat of his refidence, and concluded a treaty with /Mezzo- with Mo- 
dawla, to whom he feems to have refigned the poft of Emir ezzodaw- 
M Omra ; for we perceive, that Moezzodawla foon after la, 

■ * G g 4 t.Qok. 
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took up his refidence at Bagdad. This alliance left Msez~ 
zodaivlaat liberty to profecute his animofity againft Najera- 
daw la, .whom he difpofieficd of Maivfel. But whileil/jfass- 
dawla was employed in this expedition, the Emir, or l'o- 
vereign of Korafan , made an irruption into his territories 
that obliged him to abandon his new conqueft, which im¬ 
mediately reverted to Najerodawla. About the fame time, 
Safodaivla, was defeated by the Greeks , who loon after 
tpok Mcirajb , and befieged Tar jus . 

Affairs of Dining thofe t ran factions., Al Manfur , the califf of Kair~ 
Kairwan , wail j n jij'rica, was making as glorious a .figure as that of the 

calift' of Bagdad, was delpicable. He extir.guifhed a re¬ 
bellion, railed by Abu Yezid, whom he defeated in two 
battles, and having difpoft'effed him of Al Catania, he made 
him prifoner, and put him to death. This calift'continued 
ftill to be fovereign of Sicily , but he committed the govern¬ 
ment of it to one Al Hajan, who reigned with great mo¬ 
deration and glorv. 

O v _ 

and of The vaft kingdom of Pcrfia , like the other dominions 
Per da. of the califat, was, at this time, parcelled out among!! 

■ ufurpers ; nor is it very eafy to account for that abfolute do¬ 

minion which each acquired, in his government. It feems, 
principally, to have been owing to that perpetuity of 
power, with which the califfs of late, had invefted the go¬ 
vernors of their chief provinces, and which undoubtedly 
was a capital error in their politics ; and could be account¬ 
ed for, only by the necefiity of the times. Amadowala was, 
at this time, the moll powerful of the Pcrfian princes; and 
jn great reputation, for his virtue and wifdom. Having 
no male ijfue, he adopted his nephew Adadodawla, to be 
Account bis fuccefi’or. This Adadodawla was the fon of Rucnadawhi. 
of the AH the three princes were the fons of Buiya, but Amado- 
rife of rhe dazvla was the eldeft. He gave to his nephew, and adopted 
great Ada- fucceftor, Adadodawla , the title of fultan, or fovereign lord, 
dsdawla. ^ which was afterwards adopted by the eaftern princes, and 

is ftill ufed by them. But though Amadodawla was thefirft 
who made ufe of this term, yet it feems not to have become 
general ’till feme years after. Be this as it will, Adadodawla 
having fucceeded to his uncle, the army refilled to obey 
him. ~Upon this, his father Ritcnodawla , marched to his 
aftiftance. Elis firft ineafure was to pay a folemn vifit, bare 
legged, attended by ail bis troops, bare legged likewife, to 
the tomb of his elder brother Amadodawla, where he refided 


for three days, paying his devotions. This ceremony, ri¬ 
diculous as it may feem, had its due effect, and we are told 
that Adadodawla recovered his authority. It appears like¬ 
wife, that shn<! deduct via, and Rttcnodawla his brother, were 
iucceftivelv Emirs Al Omras, but that the third brother 


MecsszodazAa. though he executed the functions of the? 
mace, midt; his brothers, never was properly invefted witlj 


tiie ei£-iftv. 


This ciice-iiftauLC, however* ferves 
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non 
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; rm what wc have often obferved, that the califfs of Bagdad-, ‘ 

Jiil retained a pre-eminence of authority, which was fub- 

pitted to by the greateft of the eaftern princes; who were * 

proud to have the title of being their chief fervants. 

in the mean while, the reftlefs Saifodawla , once more in- Saifado-w- 
waled the Greek territories, with fire and defolation ; and car- ^ a invents 
ried defolation almoft to the very bowels of that empire. It is Greek 
laid, that he put thirty thoufand of the Greeks to the fword, empire, 
and took two thoufand prifoners. The imperial general 
however, found means to draw him into a mountainous pafs, 
where his whole army was cut to pieces, himfelf narrowly 
efcaping, while his military cheft, and all his baggage, fell 
into the hands of the conqueror; who at the fame time re¬ 
covered all the prifoners and the fpoils, that had been taken 
from his own nation. The darknefs of the night alone 
faved Saifodawla , with his few attendants, who efcaped 
the fword, to the number of about three hundred. His 
defeat is, by the Modem hiftorians, attributed entirely to an< * de- 
his own obftinacy, in marching into the defile, where he feated. 
was furrounded. The name of the general, who obtained 
this fignal fuccefs, was Zemifccs. As to Saifodaivla himfelf 
he efcaped fit ft to ddana in Cilicia , and then returned to 
Aleppo, where he reigned with all the fplendour of a powerful 
Monarch. Tho’ he was bloody and barbarous, yet he is 
faid to have encouraged men of learning, and particularly an 
eminent Turkifh philofopher, named Al Farabi, to whom 
he paid great diftin&ions, on account of his virtue and 
learning ; we are likewife informed, that many other Scholars 
of note reforted to his court, and were carefi'ed by him. 

His vizir, or chief minifter, was taken prifoner in his late 
defeat; and died in chains at Conjlantinople. 

In the 341 ft year of the Hejra, an emir called Tufef, who Hej. 341. 
commanded at Oman laid fiege to Ba/ra , which was ftill A. D. 
nominally under the allegiance of the califf. Moezzodawla, 952. 
as v/ehave already feen, at that time ailed under his brother 
Rocmdawla , as Emir Al Omra , and he difpatched one of 
his generals, Al Mohalebi, at the head of an army to raife the A rebel- 
fiege, which he did ; and fo effectually fup prefled Tufef % lion flip- 
rebellion, which he had raifed at the head of fome Karma- preft. 
tian troops, that he never afterwards made any figure in the V 
field. The reft of the t ran fail ions of this year, arefo blended 
together, that the whole narrative of them is abfurd and 
confufed. Ail that we know is, that the Greeks and the 
Mojlems mutually invaded each other, and that the Euro¬ 
pean Mojlems were fo much divided amongft themfelves, that 
their power both in Spain and Scully , was greatly reduced ; 
but the hiftory of thofc divisions does not properly belong 
to this place. The war however ftill continued between 
Moezzaclawla and Nafcroclawla. The former difpofiefled the 
latter of Mawfel\ and made himfelf mafter of all that rich 
proyiqce. But the Hamtlans were fo powerful, that Naf- vy a r bet- 

ergdawla wecn t he 



houfes of erodawla 
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to have been unable to maintain his con 


Buya and quefts; for we are told that he foon after made peace with 
flamdan , Naferodawla , and returned to Bagdad. In the mean while 

the throne of Adherbijan, was ufurped by JVabJhudan , who 
firft imprifoned, and then put to death, his nephews; to 
whom it belonged of right. Many other revolutions hap- 
pened about the fame time in the califat. The king of 
Nubia, an upftart power, fcarce never heard of before, 
befieged and took Afwan, an important city in the upper 
Egypt, upon the eaftern bank of the Nile. But the Egyp¬ 
tians, who were then commanded by Cafur, engaged the 


and in E- 

gypt. 


Nubians, and not only defeated them., 
itfelf, and took AlRim one of its chief fortreffes. This Cnfi 
whom we have already mentioned to havebeen a nMibiopic 


was 


AJhed. 


AlAfaed 


affairs of Egypt 


Don tl\.e death of 
>f Egypt, tho’ ho 
Upon his death, 


have no certain account of his fucceflor, nor indeed of the 
affairs of that country, till it was conquered by Al Moazz x 
the califF of Kir wan. 

Character The aftions of Saifodoivla, oneof the moft celebrated cap- 
pfSaifo - tains of the age in which he lived, form the moft eonfi- 
dtrwla. derable periods of the hiftory of this califat. The reader has. 

already leen, that he was of the Bouya family, and that the 
former part of his life, was a continual courle of rebellion 
war and bloodflied. Notwithftanding that, his court at 
Aleppo , at the time of his d.eath, was incomparably the moft 
magnificent and polite, of any in the eaft. His courage was 
unqueflionable, and ambition feems to have been the only 
fault, of which, as a prince, he could beaccufed. His palace 
was open to the learned and ingenious of all denominations, 
but especially poets; and fome poetical fragments of his 
own composition, have been tranfmitted by hiftorians, to 
later times. As he was a fine poet, he is faid to have been 
a tender lover, and that a beauty of royal extra&ion engaged 
his affe&ion fo much, that he kept her apart in a palace, 


b 


other wives. He 


(he Ihould be poifoned 
continual wars with the 


Greeks, with various fuccefs. They happened to take 
prifoner one of his kinfmen, Abu Taras, who was a poet 
Iikewife, and fo much beloved by Saifodawla , that a little 
before his death, he fettled a cartel with the Greeks, princi¬ 
pally with a view of obtaining his kinfrnan’s liberty. The 


Moti 


during the 


hiftory of his own reign ; tho’ it is very plain, that his coun¬ 
tenance and authority mull have been ofinfinite confequence 


We 


to the feveral parties who governed under him 

told, that about this time, Moezzodotvla, . who was the 

acting emir Al Omra, put to fale aft the pqblic po.fts at Bag- 
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jad; and that he fold that of cadi, or chief Juftice, for 
an annuity or about ten thoufand pound which was paid 
to himfelf. From this circumftance it appears, that the 
court oi Bagdad, was Hill upon many occafions, applied to 
as the fupreme tribunal of the eaftern Mo/lems. 

The divillons, and weakness of the califat, undoubtedly Succefles 
contributed greatly to the fuccefies of the Greeks , under of the 


■ept 


I 


n fome degree reftored Greeks . 

L!-/ f T . i -n sr rt 


the fplendour of that empire. The chief feat of the Mojh 
Government at this time in Europe , appears to have been 
Sicily > by which they had a convenient intercourfe with 
Spain, Italy , and other European countries ; in which they 
were very powerful. M Ha/an continued to govern Sicily 
as fir ft emir, under the cali'ff of Kairzvan , and had at this 
period a very confiderable fleet at fea j far fuperior to that 
of the 4 hriliian powers, whom he terribly harrafted But 


after the entire defeat 


Saifodawla , already mentioned. 


the Greeks recovered themfclves fo much, that Al Hafan 
agreed to a cartel and releafed many of theChriftian prifoners; 
Yet we are told that he carried with him to Africa, the 
chief Sudan nobility to be inflrudded in the faith of 


Mah:met. 


4 

Nicephorus , (called Phccas) the im- Who take 
frdh irruption into the Moflem 


* 
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ntories, at the head of fixty thoufand men, and took Ain ha 

Zarba, formerly called, /tnazarbus. Thedefigno {Nicephorus 

in this expedition, feems to have been to expel the Moflem 

inhabitants entirely out of that city, and its neighbourhood. 

Sorr » writers fay, that according to the capitulation he made 

v/itii them, they were obliged to retire, but were iuffered to 

parry off their effects. It is faid by others, that when 

Nicephorus took the city, he obliged all the inhabitants to 

oetake themfelves to the great mofque, and that the Greeks 

butcherej all, who had not either time to repair thither, or 

could not be admitted for want of room. Be this as it will 

it is certain, that Nicephorus obliged theirfto leave the place* 

and that many of the inhabitants were cut in pieces, before 
it was evacuated. 

ft 

After this conqueft, Nicephorus marched againfl Saifodawla, and 
(whom the Greeks corruptly called Chabdamus, which is a Aleppo. 
corruption of Hamadan the eldeft branch of the Buya family) 

mfifting, according to fome hiftorians, of 

men. Saifodowla was then at 
Aleppo, and it appears, from the preparatians made by Nice- 
pborus to fubdue him, that he had on foot vaft bodies of 
forces; and that his cavalry was very formidable. For 
amongft the military equipages of Nicephorus , we are told he 
had four thoufand mules laden with thorns, (or what the 
moderns call Cheveux de Prize) an engine pointed with fteef 
which the foot throw before them to defend them from the 
attack of the horie. §afodoivla y hearing of the {approach 

of 


two hundred thoufand 





but the 
citadel i 
relieved. 


Moezzo- 

Ja-i-jJa 25 

a Shiite. 
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of Nicepborus divided his forces into two bodies. One of 
them he fent, under Naja, his general, to fight Nicepborus 
upon the frontiers of his dominions, and with the other 
body, which he commanded himfelf, he covered Aleppo. 
Nicepborus , having by a mafterly march, eluded the vigilance 
of Naja , furprized Saifodozvla, who was encamped upon 
an eminence called Bankowfa , near Aleppo , and not only- 
defeated him, but made himfelf mafter of his palace, where 
he found an immenfe treafure, a magazine of arms, and 
fourteen hundred mules. The Greeks then laid fiege to Aleppo 
itfelf, which was the great object of their expedition; and 
iho’ they attacked it with great fury, and a variety of military 
engines, they were feveral times repulfed. It does not 
appear wheth r Safodowla , upon this occafion was in the 
city, tho’ it is moft probable that he was, and that he had 
been betrayed, by his general Naja. A quarrel arofe, be* 
tween the townfmen, and thegarrifon, which obliged the 
latter to withdraw from the walls ; and the Greeks made ufe 
of that opportunity to ftorm the place, with a vaft flaughter 
of the inhabitants, ten thoufand of whom they made captives. 
The garrifon upon this retreated into the citadel, which Nicc- 
phorus likewife befieged. But the caufe of Soifodoivla be¬ 


came now a common one with all the Moderns , who were 


greatly alarmed, at the formidable progrefs of Nicepborus. 
Thalem therefore, the Egyptian Governor of Damafais , ad- 
5 vanced with an army, to Saifodoiula's afliftancc, and Nice¬ 
pborus, whofe troops undoubtedly had fuftered greatly, 
found himfelf obliged to abandon the fiege about 10 days 
after he had taken the city. Notwithftanding this misfortune, 
Nicepborus feems to have pafied the winter in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Aleppo , where he took feveral places of importance, 
for by this time, Naja , Saifodawla's general, had declared 
for himfelf; and after defeating Abul JVerd , the tyrant of 
Kalat, had feized upon that principality. 

Moezzodawla , ftill continued to exercife the place of emir 
Al Otnra at Bagdad. He was in his religious principles a 
ftrong Shiite- , and publilhcd upon the doors of the mofqucs 
at Bagdad , a moft folem malediction, againflr Moaiviyah the 
ftrft califf of that name, and all the enemies of the family of 
Ali ; and their defendants. This was very difagreeablc to 
the Sonnite party, who erafed the malediction, but Moczz- 
odawla , being the abfolute mafter of Bagdad , they were ob¬ 
liged to fubmit. He even this year appointed a folemn fait, 
in commemoration of Al Honein , the fon of Ali. On this 
occafion, all the {hops, and public places of Bagdad were 
fhut up, and the women of the place were obliged to walk 
in proccfiion, with difhevclled hair, rending their garments, 
and beating their breafts. Soon after this, Moivczzodswla 
received an irreparable lofs in the death of Mohallebi j his firft 


minuter, a man of great virtue and abilities* 


The 
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The year after, the war between the Modems and the The war.-? 
G ree ks , ftill continued, and a battle was fought between w.th the 
them, near Tarfus , in which both parties fuffered feverely; Greeks 
the lofs to the AToflems being five thoufand men, and that continue, 
of the Chriftians, greater. The latter, however, <eem to 
have had the advantage, for we perceive that, foon after, 

they took by ftorm the city Mojfijiya , which they ha 1 be¬ 
fore befieged in vain, and cut in pieces a great number of 
the inhabitants; who were faid to amount to two hundred 
thoufand. Tarfus itfelf, foon after Surrendered to Nicephorus y 
who purfued his defign of peopling the places he conquer¬ 
ed with Chriftians, and expelling the Mofiems from them. 

This city being the birth place of the great St. Paul , be¬ 
came the peculiar object of his attention in this refpedt. 

He permitted the Moflem inhabitants to retire to Antioch, 
and a colony of Chriftians was transplanted to Tarfus x 
where they converted the chief mofque into a ftable, and 
adorned that city with many noble buildings and fortifi¬ 


cations 


Conftantinoplt 
formula. 


°.ph 


One of his officers, called Rajbik , found means to gainftSa 
ty againft him, amongft thofe Mojlems who had fodawla 
retired to Antioch , and it grew fo ftrong that he declared 


himfelf a Sovereign ; and marched at the head of an army, 

, r ai . . o '.r J _/_ 1_i _^ 7ivr_.. 


to befiege Aleppo. Saifodaivla happened then to be at May 
yafarakin , and notwithftanding the vaft blows he had re¬ 
ceived, he aCted with great intrepidity and wifdom. He 

i/hara , one of his generals, with an army to ftrengthen 
Curuba , whom he had left governor of Aleppo , and they 
having effected, without any lofs, a junction of the forces, 
totally defeated Rajhik. This rebellion oeingthus quench’d, 
Saifodaivla was enabled to take the city of Kalat from his 
rebellious general, Naja, whom he took and cut oft' his 


head. 

Thofe fuccefles appear to have re-eftablifiled the fortunes Hiftory of 
of Saifodaivla. Notwithftanding all his various difficulties, a prophet 
he ftiil continued to he the patron and encourager of men an d a po* 
of genius ; and the difpofitions of the .Arabs in favour of et . 
poetry, is well exemplified in the inftanoe of Motanabbi, 
who diftinguifhed himfelf above all his cotemporaries, in 
Arabic poetry, an<l was one of the principal ornaments of 
Saifodaivla ’s court. This perfon, was the fon of a Cif an 
waterman, but became fo thoroughly enraptured by the 
charms of the mufes, that he took himfelf to be divinely 
infpired ; and upon the ftrength of that, he actually fet up 
for a prophet. To fo,incredible a pitch of enthufialm. _ 
may men anive when they ramble after extraordinary per¬ 
fections. Many of the tribes of the Arabs, moft of whom 
are tinC ured with the like madnefs, looked upon him as a 

real prophet; and he.foon acquired fo great a following 

amongft 
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hmongft them, that he became formidable, to Sulu, thg 
Egyptian governor of Hems', who, getting him in his power 
threw him into' prifon, and obliged him to forego his pro¬ 
phetical pretenfions. But notwithftandirtg the extream 
jealoufy of theeaftern courts uponfUch occafions, fuch was 
their veneration for an eminent poet, that he immediately 
recovered his liberty* and purfued the fame way of lif e> 
with his great predeceflfor and couhtrymad, Omdr\ but with 
very different fortune. Fbr he travelled from court to court, 
and was well received in alU Saifodawla heaped upon hint 
riches and honours, as did the califfs of Egypt and Perjia * 
and he moved from place to place* with a moft magnificent 
equipage, carrying along with him all his family, and his 
tre&fures. But at laft, paying a vifit to Bagdad , being de- 


jnurdered termined to fpend the remainder of his life at Cufa , the place 

of his nativity* he was on account of his riches* attacked 
by feme Arab .robbers, near that city, upon the banks of 
the Tygrisj and though he and his fon bravely defended 
themfelves and their properties, both of them loft their lives* 


for his 
riches. 


A 

a 


nd left the villains in poflefiion of their facraligiouS plun¬ 
der. Abu Hatem , another Celebrated Moflem poet* died 
about the fame time. 

The Hamdan family* now the moft powerful of any iii 

_ the Eaft, received feveral terrible blows, about the 356th. 

dan fami- Y ear of the Hejra; lii that year Motzzodawla, Who had 
ly of Mo- b £ en about twenty-two years the acting Emir Al Ornra, 
ezzodanv- died. Me was thought to be naturally ralh and hot * but he 


« ; 

Deaths in 
the Ham- 


la, and 


aifodaw 


had corrected thofe defeats, by a lcngcourfe of experience j 
and had arrived to all the accomplishments of a great prince: 
Upon his death bed, he feemed to be very penitent, for the 
errors of his paft life j he left great part of his wealth to 
charitable ufes, and he gave freedom to all his Haves. He 
had in an encounter, loft one of his hands, and he kept up* 
by means of running-footmen, who were incredibly fwift* 
a conftant correfpondence with Hokmadazvla , his brother* 
and the other princes of the Hamdan family; He was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon, who obtained the epithet of Azzodawla * 
that is, the ftrength of the court; but he was far inferior to 
his father, in every refpedl: and foon loft his influence 
v/ith the Mqfletiis . 

His death was fucceeded by that of Saifcdautla, whofe 
character we have already deferibed. We have little* more 
to add to it, than that he died of a ftrangury* about the 
55th year of his age. Notwithftanding the various reverfes 
Qt his fortune, he never defifted from ehcouraging* to the 
ntmoft of his power* men of learning and genius. AbuU 
pda , the Moflem hiftorian* gives an inftance of this, for 
be tells us, that one Al Katel , an author of great eminence* 
having been fifty years employed in compofinga Angle trea- 
life, Saifodawla made him a prefent of a tboufand dinars 
for a copy of it 5 but With an apology, that his circum- 

fiance" 
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Ranees did not permit him to reward him with a fumrtiore 

adequate to the work. 

The Hamclan family, before the clofe of this year, re- Najfero*. 
ceived another terrible blow in the perfon of Nafferodawla . dan. >la 
This prince laid the death of his brother Safodavjla fo much confined 
to heart, that being otherwife of no very pliable temper, by his fon 
he indulged himfelf, in a kind of an excels of fury againft Abu Tag - 
all about him, fo that he became quite infufferable. This iab 9 
produced a confpiracy, in which Fatima, one of his wives; 
and his fons, Abu Taglab , and Abul Baracat y were concern¬ 
ed; and at thcrequeft of his grandees NaJJercdaivla was, by 
faglabi confined to the caftle of Ardman , near his capital, 

Mawfel- Najjerodaivla , upon his confinement, where he 
was but very indifferently treated, recovered fenfe enough 
to write a letter to his third fon, Hamdan y on whom he 
had bellowed an independent principality, complaining of 
his ufage, and defiring him to march at the head of his 
troops to his relief. This letter was intercepted by Abu 
•Baglai, and the other fon, upon which NaJJcrodawla was 
removed to another caftle, where he was more clofely con- an “ “ ies * 
•fined than before; and foon after died. Upon his death a 
bloody war was carried on amongft the three fons ; Abul 
Baracat was defeated and killed by Henndan , who made him¬ 
felf mailer of his dominions, and he in his turn was defeated 
and difpoffefled of all he had by Abu T'aglab. Nor did the % m 
other branches of that illuftrious family enjoy a greater de- m0D gft 
gree of tranquility or happinefs. The great Saifodawla ^ f QnK 
was fucceede d by a fon, who affumed the fame name. But 
in the year 357, he met with an oppofition from Abu Faras y 
the governor of Hems , whom Saifodawla drove from thence 
to Sadad ; he was purfued thither by the firft Saifodawla's 
general Carubah , the fame who had defeated Rakijh, and he 
now defeated and put Abu Faras to death ; but if this Abu 
Paras was the fame whom the firft. Saifodawla redeemed 
from ConJlantinople y authors differ with regard to his fate; 
for he is faid to have died foon after his return to Aleppo . 

Be this as it will, it is certain, Carubah , like almoft all the 
other fuccefsful generals of thofe countries and times, re¬ 
belled againft his mailer, whom he drove from Aleppo, and Rebellion 
took poffelfion of that city. But the Greeks ,. about the fame 0 f Cara* 
time, making another fuccefsful irruption into the Moflem i a k % 
territories, made themfelves mailers of the. caftle of Area y 
and then advanced to Hems , within the diflridl of Aleppo, 
and took and burnt it; all the inhabitants having before . 
abandoned it. From thence they proceeded againft: Antioch , Antioch 
which they took, and put many of the inhabitants to the 
fword ; but we do not find, that they were able to make 
themfelves mailers of the citadel. Another divifion of them 
laid fiege to Aleppo , and obliged Carubah to retire into the 

caftle, where he was obliged to purchafe his fafety by 

agreeing 
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agreeing to pay an annual tribute to the Greeks; and giving 
hoftages for the pundtual performance of the fame. The 
fecond Saifodawla remained all this time at Hamah , and 
there is reafon for believing that fome provision was made 
for him in the late compromife, between Carubah and the 
Greeks. For we perceive that very foon after that tranfa&ion, 
Saifodavcla was prayed for by Carubah 1 s order, through all 
the mofques of Aleppo and Hems. 

All thofe events happened while Nicephorus was emperor 
of Conjlantinople . According to the Modem hiftorians them- 


felve 


he was the fcourge of their empire, and conquered 


all the fca-coaft parts of Syria , and ravaged all the rich 


Great 

conquefts neighbourhood of the Euphrates, 
cf the 

Greeks. 


Perhaps he might have 
made an entire conqueft of them, and re-annexed them in a 
permanent manner to the empire, but the misfortune of 


his 


government was 


the fame as that of the califfs had 


been, his fuccefsful generals caballed and rebelled againft 
him, and upon his return from his glorious expedition into 
Syria , he was murdered in his palace 

A new revolution, or rather a total alteration of the 
Hiftory of Modem fyftem, happened about the fame time, in the 

eaftern parts. Upon the death of Cufa, the tyrant of Egypt t 
quells of t ^ ,at P e °pl e weakened themfelves to much by their civil 

diffentions, that Al Moezz the cal iff of Kairwan , formed a 


the con* 


Egypt by „ . . 

Jl Mpezz « e % n or conquering it 


We have already feen that thefe 


nvan 


the'ealiff ca *iff s pretending to be defeended from the famous Ali, had 
o f'Kair- squired vaft power in the weftern parts of the empire ; and 

ftill locked upon themfelves as rightful fovereigns of all the 
Modem dominions in Europe. The califfs of Spain, how¬ 
ever, paid but little regard to this claim ; but' the governors 
of Sicily were ftill appointed, by the Fathnate cal ins, for io 
thofe of Kairwan were called, becaufe defeended from Fa¬ 
tima the daughter of Mahomet, and wife o ( Ali. One Abut 


* t » r 


* 




Kajcni was his governor of Sicily^ at the time of his attempt 
upon Egypt. As the Sicilian Mojlems were then very power¬ 
ful by lea, Al Moezz gave the command of the fleet to 
Ahul Kafem , and Jazvbcr a Greek renegade, who had been 
a Have, but was a general of confummate abilities, com¬ 
manded his land forces. The reader is to obfervp, that be-, 
iides the other names of the African califfs, they are lijtewife 
called Magrabian califfs, becaufe of their vicinity to the 
Country of the Magrabians , or the weftern parts of Arabia 
from whence they drew their braveft men, and were origi¬ 
nally defeended. This Al.Moezz^ well knew that armies 
alone, which he was to tranfport, through infinite difficul¬ 
ties, to great diftances, were not fufficient to eftablifh his 


conquefts, and therefore he fet up a much more effeftual 
title, that of being the rightful iman, or high prieft of the 
Adof.emS) as being defeended from Ali y in whom all autho¬ 
rity, both civil and ecclefwftical, was veiled.. This device 

wonderfully 
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wonderfully contributed to his fucceffes. For Jazvhar, the 
fylagrabian general, partly through his religious prepoffef- 
fion, and paitlv through the civil difl'entions of the 
j Egyptians, found little or no refiftanee into that country 
Me inarched directly to Mefer, and one of the moft cele¬ 
brated Modem priefts publicly prayed in the chief mofque 
there,, for M Moczz , as a true fuccelTor of the prophet 
Mabmet, without any mention of Al Moti, the califf of 
Bagdad, whofe authority, as chief iman, had been ftill re¬ 
cognized by the Egyptians in all their mofques, by naming 
him in their public prayers. This happened in the 
month of Augu/l , and the 3y8th year of the Hejra, and 
Jaivbar, in a very fhort time* made himfelf matter of all 
that noble country. All the oppofition he met with was 
from Al Ha fan, who commanded a body of troops at Al 
Ratnla in Palejline. _ But Al Hafan was foon overthrown 
by Jaafar, a Magrabian general, who fent him and many 
of his principal officers prifoners to Al Moezz. That prince His gene, 
ftill continued in Kairwan , ’till Aahar could compleat his ral founds 
cbnqueft of Egypt , which he not only did with very little Grand 
difficulty, but built a city fince called Grand Cairo, upon Cairo . 
the banks of the Nile, which his foldiers inhabited, the 
better to bridle the country; and which is fince become 
the capital of Egypt. Upon the defeat of Al Hafan , Al 
Ram la fubmitted to the arms of the Fatemite califf, as did 
'Tiberias, and many other places of that country ; the in¬ 
habitants taking an oath of fidelity to Al Moezz. 

The conqueft of Egypt being thus in a manner compleat- tyr/acon¬ 
ed, by "Jawbar, and. the other Magrabian generals ; Jaafar qnered by 
marched with a ttrong body of troops into Syria, and de- him* 
manded the people of Darnafcus, to fwear fidelity to the 
Fatemite califf. But the DamaJ'cenes, in hopes of being fup- 
ported by the Karmaiians , refufed to comply with the fum- 
m0ns; fo that Jaafar was obliged to ftorm and plun¬ 
der the city. Soon after, it rebelled, but Jaafar fubdued 
them afecond time, and forced them to take an oath of fide¬ 
lity to the Fatemite califf. This great conqueft was follow¬ 
ed by the reduction of all the places in Syria, as well as ifi 
-Egypt, that had been held by -the family of Al AJhid ; and 
lo eompleatly did Al Moezz conquer, that he was prayed 
for by name, in all the mofques, of Syria and Arabia , as 
well as- of Egppt, without any mention being made of Al 
Moti, the Syrian califf, excepting St Mecca alone. 

The-natural inconftalicy, however, of the people of his Ifcon- 
•new conquefts, Was a great abatement to his fuccefs. The fancy of 
Karmatinns declared for the remains of the family of Al the Egyp* 
Afnid, who were ftill numerous, and, in fome places, power- tiam. 
ful; and found means to aflaffinate Jaafar , the Fatemite 
governor of Damafous. By this Jawhar not only loft that 
city, but Al Rartda likewise ; and all the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood, declared i'ov Al A/bid's family. They then 

Vol. VI. H h invaded 
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invaded Egypt itfelf, and gave battle to Jauchar , at a p] acc 
called Ain Al Sbems, one of thofe cities which the antients 
diftinguifhed by Heliopolis^ or the city of the Sun. Theim- 
petHohry : t the Kar nations in the beginning of the battle 
which was very bloody, was fo great, that they carried all 


who were before them, and thought 


themielves fure of a compleat 
defeated victory, when Al 'Jaivhar charged them fo vigoroufly, 

with a frefh body of Magrabians , and Egyptians , that they 
fame ge- were utterly defeated, and forced to retreat to Syria. 


by the 


neral. 

Vail 


This great victory, which, we are told, was obtained in 
the 360th year of the Hejra, feems to have determined M 
fuccefs of Moezz to march from Al Madia , the capital of Kairimi , 
Al Moezz to takepoffeffion of his new empire in Egypt and Syria. He 
who tabes had for two years before been making prodigious prepara- 
poffeffion tions for that purpofe. He ordered all his coin and bullion 
of E gypty to be melted down to ingots of the form of mill ftones, and 

of the fame largenefs ; fo that each ingot was a fufficient 
load for a camel. This account mull: appear incredible to 
any reader, who docs not confider the vaft maffes of wealth, 
which thofe califfs, when they met with fuccefs, ufed to 
heap up. Perhaps, however, fome art might have been made 
ufe of by Al Moezz , on this occalion, that he might (trike 
his new fubjedts with the great opinion of his power and 
riches. It is however, certain, that he made his entry into 
Egypt with inexpreffible pomp and fplendour, attended by 
a great number of camels, with their golden ladings. By 
this time, Jaiubar had made himfelf mailer of Alexandria , 
and all the Egyptian nobility were affembled there, and re¬ 
ceived their new mailer with the moil profound marks of 
with vaft fubmiffion and refpccl. From thence he went to Mefer , 
pomp. and to Al Fojlat , arid at laft he vifited the new city of Cairo , 

which fignifies the victorious, becaufe it had been founded 
by Jaivbar, under a favourable horilcope, when Mars was 
in the afeendant. Through all the places Al Moezz went, 
orders were given to fupprefs the name of Al Moti in the 
public prayers. 

; s But though the imans, and thofe who officiated in the 

prayed for mofques, were obliged to comply with this order, yet it 
as the was * ar f rorn being generally well received. The califfs of 

the houfe of Al Abbas were vaftly refpefted, even by the 
followers of Ali^ and had of late done a great deal to ob¬ 
lige them. It was therefore with great reluctance, that the 
Egyptians and Syrians in general, complied with this com- 
million ; nor could the new fubje&s of Al Moezz , at all 
brook the vaft ftate with which he demanded to be treated. 


true iman 


The fate of Hain , an Av.dalufian poet, but an Arab by ori¬ 
ginal, was fome proof of this. Al Moezz had brought him 
along with him in his retinue to ling his victories, and to 
celebrate His praifes. But the bard, it feemsy was toopro- 
fufe of the incenfe he offered to his mafter upon this occa- 
fton ; and not" contented to celebrate him as a great mo r 

narch, 
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jiarch, and a conqueror, he made him a divinity. This His 
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on the poet as a blafphemer, and he was, probably upon ed. 
that account, murdered by an unknown hand, at Barka. 
Theprogrefs of Al AJoezz was, without doubt, ereatly ow^ 
ingto the wars that ft iii continued between the Greeks, and 

the fubjecls of the callhic. The former made an irruption 
into Armenia, Where they were guilty of great ravages. 
They likewife took Nafibin , and penetrated into DiyaRubia . 

Nilepbortis was then dead, and the Greeks, though nume¬ 
rous, were but wfcakly commanded. Abu Tagiab* the fon 
of NaiercdurJa, was then in pofteffion of that fine province, 
and he fent his brother Habit allab , to oppofe the invaders. 
Habit all ah, accordingly, having received all his reinrorce- 

attacked the Greek army near Ami da, in ground 


poet 
m urder- 


rr.ents 


Th 


where they could make no advantage of fuperiority of force ; Greeks de 
and gave them an entire defeat, making prifoners of moil feated* 
of their army, and of their general; wlio died in his con¬ 


finement. 


da 
the 


of the late AAoezzo- The hif- 


of 


In the mean while, Bakfyaty the fon 
lavjla, continued, after hisTther, to exercife at Bagdad all tcry 
“ high functions of 'Emir Al Omm, but with very unequal die depo- 
abilities. He had a favourite, one Baki, whom he made fition of 
hisfirft rninifter, and who greatly difgufted the commanders Al Moll. 
of the 5 urhi/h and Deylamite troops, who continued to do¬ 
mineer at Bagdad. The irruptions of the Greeks, had 
driven into that city a vaft number of Modem fubjeefts, 
who were ftript of their all ; and the Greek troops, before 
their late defeat, had threatened Bagdad itfelf. Bakiyar , 
finding that the army refilled to move without their pay, 
repaired to the califf, and demanded fuch a fum as was fuf- 
ncient to put them in motion. It was in vain for the poor 
califf to plead his inability, his poverty, his fubje&ion, to 
tin infoleiit foldiery, and the disgraceful, difagreeable cir- 
cumftances he was under, which rendered his fttuation more 
undehrcable than that of any piivate fubjeef. The Emir re¬ 
plied with great infolcnce, that if he would not part with 
liis money Willingly, he muft be forced, and the califf, 
who was now old and infirm, agreed to fell all the effects he 
was pofiefied of, which amounted to no more than about 
two thoufand pounds fterling ; which Baktyar immediately 
fquandered upon his pleafures ; the danger probably being 
over by the late defeat of the Greeks , near A ini da. 

This Infolcnce, which left the califf deftitute, almoft of Infolcnc 


the neceffariesof life, while his Emir A'l Qmra was diffipat- of Bakiy- 
mg in intemperance the vaft revenue of his own dominions, ar . 
gave greatdifguft to the public ; but efpecially to the Turkijb 
troops. In order to find them employment, he undertook 
an expedition into Abivaz , which was part of his own do- 


for 


minions ; he thought this was a proper opportunity ___ 
bringing his Turkijb foldiers back to a fenfe of their duty ; 
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he therefore treated them with great haughtinefs, and kept 
them under ftridt difcipline. But upon his arrival at Wafet^ 
in his return to Bagdad, he underftood that one of the 
Turkijh officers, whom he had punifhed with vaft feverity, if 
not injuft ice, by ft ripping him of his eftate, had rebelled 
againft him, arm having affembled the Turkijh troops, who 
had been ieft in that capital, or its neighbourhood, was 
preparing tooppofehim. The name of this Turkijh officer 
was Sabetekin, who having defeated the troops under Baktyar, 
and likevvife fuch of the inhabitants of Bagdad , as ftill ad¬ 
hered to AlMoti and his Emir Al Omra , made himfelf mafter 
of that city, and pillaged Baktyar s palace there. As to Al 
Moti himfelf, he was quite difabled, by age and infirmities, 
from taking any part in this difpute, and being now in the 
hands of Sabetekin , he was perfuaded, or rather obliged by 
him, to refign the califat to his foil Al Tay. This happen. 
The ca!iff ed in the 30th year of the nominal califat of Al Moti, who 
abdicates, was then about fixty-three years of age. As to this califf’s 

charadter, his virtues were merely paffive, he being kept, 
during all hrs reign, in thraldom, by the family of Buy a. 
We are however told, that he was modeft, religious, cha¬ 
ritable, and that he was of a mild and agreeable difpofi- 

tion. 


Al Tay, the fan of Al Moti, the twenty-fourth calif 

of the hdufe of Al Abbas. 


He isfuc- T* ^ ^ n . ew ca ^ was a b° ve forty years of age when be 

A was raifed to the throne. He was, like many of the 

his fon Al l" ate califfs,- no other than a pupil to the Emir Al Omra , 

which poft he was forced to confer upon his benefa&or 


ceeded by 


JmAV 

Sabetekin. The new Emir Al Omra found himfelf under 
great difficulties, becaufe Baktyar ftill maintained his ground 
at TfTafet , with a numerous army; and Sabetekin perceived 
that it was abfolutely neceflary to reduce him. The more ef¬ 
fectually to do that, he fet out with an army froni Bagdad , 
but carried along with him the old califf Al Moti , as well 
as the reigning califf, that their prefence might give a func¬ 
tion to his arms. But when they had advanced to Dair Al 
Akul , which lav about fitfe league? from Bagdad , and was 
the feat of the Chriftian bilhop of the Arabs , Al Moti died, 
as did Sabetekin , of a diarrhoea, about two months after the 
abdication of Al Moti , at the fame time and place. 

The Turkijh foldiers immediately chofe one Al Aftekin , 
names the for their general, and Al Tay nominated him to the place 

Turk Af- of Emir Al Omra . Al Aftekin had ferved with great reputa- 


mo 


I ekin to be 


tlWl; 


I 


469 

his Emir 
Al Omra* 


OF THE WORLD, 

lion, under Mopzzodawla , and he loft no time in proceeding 
to iVafet, where he {hut up Baktyar , and befieged him with 
uncommon vigour for fifty days. Upon this occafion, Al 
Aftckin depended for his fuecefs, chiefly upon the prefence 
and authority of the califlF Al Tay \ as Baktyar , whofe true 
name was Azzodawla , did upon the princes of the houfe 
of Hamdan , of which he was a branch. Thofe princes TheHam* 
continued ftill to be very powerful. Old Rokuadawla was dan fami- 
/fill alive, and he, or his fon Adadodawla , was in pofleffion ly affift 


of almoft 


Perft 


Taglab 


equally powerful, Baktyar* 


being now in full pofleffion, not only of all the dominions 
.. ’ ' - Thofe princes 


left him by his father, but many others. 


Wafct 


each 

had his own intereft io much at heart, that it was noteafy 
to prevail with them, to march to the relief of their coufin 
Baktyar. The latter, however, wrote the moft earneft letters 
from IVafety to Adadodawla , whom he in a manner invited 
to come to his relief, by promifing to refign to him his power 


and intereft, fooner than 


Turks. This 


Adadodawla 


Bakty 


Wafet 


foon 


Nofcradaivla 


prevailed upon Abu Taglab , 


dition to Bagdad ; which he made himfelf mafter of, betore 
Al Aftekin knew any thing of the matter. For judging that 
he was not able to encounter Adadodawla, he immediately 
raifed the fiege of IVaJet, and marched with his troops to¬ 
wards Bagdad , which he found Abu Taglab poffefled of. 
The name of the califF, however, being ftill of great ufc 

hefummoned Abu Taj 
had feized upon in his own right 


» 


The fummons being re- 
Aftckin and his Turks* made fo l'udden an im- 


AlAft 

takes 


preffion upon the place, that they carried it fword in hand. » j s 

All i.L!« _/f.LKrttfln/rtnlrpn nnflpfltnn nf Tf^oTct^ ^ * 


Taglab 


tained his ground in the neighbourhood of Bagdad\ and their 
two armies having eftefted a junction, they, in their turns, 
formed the fiege of Bagdad. As this capital was, properly 


ii 


+ * 
Adodadawla 


A.D.974 

but is 


dertook the inyefture of the former, as did Baktyar that of ffej. 
the latter. To befiege a city in the Eaft, at that time, ef- 
pecially a great one, was the fame as to take it. unlefs it 
was defended by a number of troops, equal or fuperior to f orce d to 
that of the befiegers. The Turks abandoned the defence of fly an d js 
Bagdad ; but in their retreat they were followed by the com- defeated. 
Joined army, who forced them to a battle; and after a moft 
bloody conteft, defeated them, at Dair Al Akul. By this 
victory, the princes of the Hamdan family came to the pof- 
feflion, not only of Bagdad , but of the calift’s perfon, and 
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Intrigues Baktyar and AdadodavJa v/ere now in a kind of join 
£>f Adado- command. But ambition foon intcrpofed, and Adetdodatok 
daavla. proved the abler politician. The troops of Baktyar tiiuti- 

nied for their pay, and were cxtreamly infolent to their 
commander, who was obliged to apply to Adodadazvla for 
afliftance. That prince, upon this occafion, acred 
profund diflimulation. He care fled the people of Bagdad 
where he obliged his troops to obferve a moft ftri 6 f difei- 
pline, and reftored AlTay to his palace, where he was the 
firfl: to recognize his fovereignty, by preihation, and biffing 
his hands. He likevvife reftored him to his revenue, and 


with 


even added to his income, and treated him wi:h ail in,agin. 

rendered himfclf 


Who im> 
prifoned 

Baktyar 

•/ 

and his 


leave *■ 


to him the 
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able refpecl. Having, by thofe means, 
popular at Bagdad , he advifed Baktyar to 
care of reducing his troops to their duty, and in the mc-ag 
while to dived himfelf oj his command ; all which the other 
was obliged to comply with. But foon after, being with 


brothers. Jatter made them all prifoneis. 

7'his perfidious conduct made Adadodavcla entiremafler of 
Baktyar s dominions, and of the poft of Emir Al Omra , 
which belonged properly to Baktyar , and he omitted no 
means, by increaiing the equipag :s and fplendor of the ca- 
iifFs living, to fecure himfeif in the polTLAion of his power. 


He is ob¬ 
liged bv Baj 


he 


Alarzaba 

fooner 


how his father was 


bis father treated, than he complained in the moil bitter terms tv 

to refipn Racnadazvla , the father of Adadodawla. This old prince, 

r 3 ^ i \ i . i • r ■ r n • r. r rr> » 

tnat 


to 


kis-ower. gfhamed and enraged at his fon, fell into a flt of paflion ti 
: r was little fhoi t of diflra&ion. Adadodawla endeavoured 

appeafe his father, bv fhewing him the importance of his 
acquifition, and by offering to give Baktyar fome compcn- 
fation. But Rocnadaiv/a was tkaf to all propofals o: chat 
kind, and treated the melTengers and embalfadors of his Ion, 
y/jth the utmoff indignation, even threatning to-cut them in 
pieces, and charging tijem to fell his fon that, if he did not 
immediately com,ply with his orders in refforing Baktyar to 
his liberty and his pofieftions, he would in pe; fon march at 
the head of an army, to chaffife him. Though Rscua- 
daivla , was at this time very old, yet his fon knew hinuoa 

well to d 


tyar and 


ifpute his commands. He immediately freed Bair 
his brother, fri.m their confinement, and replaced 
Death and him in his poft of Emir .-*/ Omra. But hctorc he left Bay 
y ha racier dad, he obliged them and the cal iff to fvvear, nor to oppofe 

his will, or that of his father. Soon after this tranfadion, 
which happened in the 365 th year of the Hejra, old Ret- 

nadazda died, in full poffeihon of power, glory and repu- 

Be- 


pf Roam 
dean!a. 


totion, as a brave, a juft, nnd a magnanimous prince. 


fore 


his 


ueath, lie 


divided his lartre dominions 


among 


if 


the three funs who furvived him, and enjoined them to 
‘Ainity am on gft themfelves. But A da a jda-w (a , the eloeif. be- 
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; n W mindful of his enmity with Baktyar , gave a lofeto that 

reientment, which he had been obliged to ftifle in his fa¬ 
ther’s life time, and immediately marched an army into Jl- 
ivaz, where Baktyar* s paternal dominions lay. Akzv&zco 1 - A da do ' 
letted together all his force, and taking with him, as ufual, “ a ™ a 
thecaliff, he came to a battle with Adadidaiola ; but being “Meats 

' . a * r*n -rry r . t « ia t . ® hn 

lieges 

aklxar 


4 n 


defeated, he fled 

he fhuthimfelf up. 


Waf 


in Bug- 


Adadodawla , being thus left in poflefijon of the field, foon 
made hinifelf matter of Baktyar* s dominions, and of Bafra , 
itl'eif. But, as he was poflefled of the moft unbounded “ ae *' 
ambition, he did not ftop there. He had formed a plan * n . ta * es 
for uniting, in his own pcrfon, all the pofieffions of the 7^ ra 7 
Harridan or Buya family, and he had abilities to execute it. Jll scha- 
He had all the capacity of the princes of that houfe; and, r . er » 
like them, was a generous encourager of learning, and not virtue . s 
only an author but a critic in poetry, the favourite enter- an d vices, 

tainment of eaftern courts. But with all thofe excellencies, 
he was diflfembling, and treacherous to the laft degree. As 
his court was open to every man of merit, in every branch 
of art and literature, it was crowded with fuch- Amongft 
others who relided there, was one Mozawwer, or the Crook 
backed Forger, called from his'figure and profefiion, which 
was that of imitating any man’s hand, to fuch perfection, 
that the forgery was not difcernable, even by the writer, 
whofe hand was forged. Adadodawla availed himfelr, to 
very wicked purpofes, of this artift, for he kept him con- 
ftantly employed in forging letters of princes and minifters, 
by which he kept all his neighbours at fo conttant a variance 
amongft themfelves, that no confederacy could be formed, 
powerful enough to check his ambition. Baktyar, on the 
ether hand, though ambitious and wicked, was infolcnt, 
and void of art; and fo devoted to his pleafures, that he 
was continually poor, which was the fource of all his 
misfortunes. He is particularly famous for his booily 
ftrength, which was fo great, that it was faid he could en¬ 
counter a lion, and throw a bull upon his back. 

The 367th year of the Hejra, was opened with the fiege 
of Bagdad , by Adadodawla. That politic prince knew how 
ufeful diflimulation was, upon certain occafions, and he af¬ 
fected a vaft reluctance to come to extremities with his 
kinfman Baktyar. He ottered to put him in quiet pofTeffion 
of part of his dominions, and to futter him to refide in any 
city within them, excepting Mawfcl , if he would deliver up 
Bagdad , and his poll of Emir AlOmra. At the fame time, 

to fhew his luperiority, he fent Baktyar a robe ; which the 
latter wore, perhaps, becaufe it came from the head of the 
elder branch of the Buya family. He did not however, think 

fit to comply with Adadodawla*s Dropofal; but perceiving 
himfelf unable to hold out Bagdad, he retired from thence 

Upon his retreat, Adadodawla took pofief- 
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Al Heditha 


Baktyar 

forced to 

leave 
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fion of Bagdad, with the perfon of the cal iff, and ordered 
Baki, the fir ft minifter under Baktyar , to be put to : an igno¬ 
minious death. In all other refpe&s he a&ed as the (bve. 

For he obliged Al Bay to give him the 
of Emir AL Jdmra , with two imperial ltandards, as 


po 




badges of his authority, and the entire management of his 
perfon and family. He likewife ordered his name to be 
mentioned in the public prayers, and a drum was beat every 
morning before his palace ; all which innovations, the cu- 


His agree 


Mojli 


Al Hadi 


mentwith prince of the Buya family, in circumftances fiqiilar to his 
and trea- own. This was Hamdan, the foil of Naferodawla , whom 

Tagleb, as has been already obferved, had 


chervto 


Hmdan. driven from his poflefHons. As both he and Baktyar Hill 

had friends and followers, and likewife correfpondents, it 


fhould be afliftant 


both 


Baktyar 
killed. 


of them feem, however, to have been betrayed by thofc 
about them; for Adadodawla difcovered a correfpondencc 
between Baktyar , and one Ibrahim, who refided at Bagdad, 
and the latter was immediately thrown into prilon, for having- 
pointed put to his mafter the means of being reftored. Adado- 
*fozo/tf,notwithftand : ing, had magnanimity enough afterwards 
to reftore Ibrahim to his liberty. As to Hamdan, his brother 
Abu Tagleb , came to the knowledge of the agreement made 
between him and Baktyar , and in order to diiconcert it, he 
offered to affift Baktyar with a body of troops, provided he 
would immediately put into his hands his brother Hamdan, 
Baktyar \vzs mean enough to comply with this propofal, and 
lent Hamdan a prifoner to Abu Taglcb, who immediately 
joined Baktyar , with twenty thoufand men; and proceeded 
towards Bagdad, 

Adadodawla was provided to receive them, and leaving 
■lad, he marched with an armv towards Tecrit, and, in 


Abu Bag- the neighbourhood of that place, a battle was fought be- 
lab put to tween him and the confederate princes, which ended in the 

defeat of the latter. Baktyar was taken prifoner, and his 


flight 


head, by Adadodawla 's orders, was ftruck off, and carried to 
the conqueror, who is laid to have fhed tears at the fight of 
it. As to Abu Bagleb, he was purfued out of the field of 
battle, and hunted from place to place, ’till taking refuge 
in the dominions of the Greek emperor, he gave him a de¬ 
feat upon the fame fpot, where the fourth Parthian legion 
of the Romans had been once ftationed ; but then received 

from Ay ad, the famous Arab Mojkm . From 


its name 
thence Abu '7aylcl 


moved' to- A mi da. 


„ ^ - Adadodawla, was at this time juftly con fide red as the moil 

Great lies p OWer f u } p r > n ce of the Eaft; for, after taking Mayafarakin, 

which had belonged to Aim Taglcb, he became mafter of all 


denn 


the poffieffions of the houfe of Hamdan, excepting thole 

that were left to his brothers, which included-all Perjia. 

A rebellion 
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A rebellion at this time broke out in that part o f Mefepo- 
wm, which ftiVl belonged to the empire, under Bar das 
gclerus, one of the Greek generate', who affumed the impe¬ 
rial purple- This Sclerus was the celebrated general, who* HispoK- 
had r at the head 1 of no more than thirty thoufand men, c y to - 
routed an immenfe number of barbarians, called indifcri.mi- wards 
nately, by the Greek hiftorians, Ruffes , who had broken Sclerus. 
into the empire. But having been ftript of his command by 
Bafilius, an eunuch, and a general likewife of great merit,, 
under the emperor Zemtff'es , he out of refentment proclaimed 
himfelf emperor, and defeated Pbocas the imperial general, 
under BajiUus , then emperor of Conjlantinoffle , with a vaft 
daughter. After this, he made himfelf mafter of Antioch, Who de¬ 
but the inhabitants of that city, by the perfuafion of their f eats t ) ie 
patriarch, expelled his governor, and declared for the em - Greek ge- 
peror; who, during the late diftra&ions of the califat, h.5$ nerals; 
repoffeffed himfelf of that city. Upon this, Sclerus , who fc> ut being 
feems to have had a great many Mojlem officers in his army, himfelf 
fept Bahrain to chaftife them. But all he could do, was only defeated, 
to ravage, the adjacent territory, and to carry off with him. h e flj es to 
a vaft booty in cattle, the Antiocbians having refufed him. Baodad, 
admittance. Sclerus , unable at that time to take Antioch, 
and undei ftanding that great preparations were making a- 
gainft him by the emperor, applied by his ambaffadors, 
with great prefents,, to Adadodawla, at Bagdad, for his af- 
fiftance. That politic prince did not fail to promife it in 
the moft ample manner, and actually ordered a large body 
of troops to march to his affiftan.ee; but this was done with 
fo much deliberation, that they did not come up time enough 
to be of fervice to Sclerus. According to the Greek hiftorians, 
he had, in the meantime, fought two battles, with Leo, and 
Pbocas , two imperial generals, and defeated them both. But 
the latter having received reinforcements, defeated Sclerus. 
in his turn, in a great battle fought upon the plains of Pan~ 

^alca, and obliged him to fly, with a few cavalry, to Mayafa- 
rakin , the fame place which Adadodawla had fome time be¬ 
fore taken from Abu Tagleb. Here he and his fon, who at¬ 
tended him, with, three hundred horfe, were received by 
the governor, as a prince in alliance with Adadodawla , who 
well knew how to turn the misfortunes of others to his / 
own advantage. On this occafion, his diffimulation was ex- 
quifite. He lent a private order to the governor of Mayafa- 
rakin, to lecure Sclerus', but intimated, at the fame time, to. where ne 
the governor, that he was not to be furprized, if he, Ada- is itnpri-. 
dodawla , (liould afterwards difown the order. The gover- foned. 
nor, in Compliance with his mafter, font Sclerus, with his 
fon, and attendants, under a guard to Bagdad. Here Sclerus, 
was received with the utmoft politenels by Adadodawla, 
who exclaimed againft the inhofpitable treatment of his go¬ 
vernor, and affigned to Sclerus a magnificent houfe, and. 

• ° told 

• * ♦ I % 
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told him, that he had liberty to divert himfelf in Medtda 
an ifland formed by th eTygris, as often as he pleafed. This 
information was fufncient to convince Sclerus that he was 
in no better than a fplendid prifon, and the more fo, as he 
found none was to convcrfe with him, but by particular 
permiffion of Adadodawla , who, notwithftandirig all this 
continued to vifit Sclerus , and to make him the moft mag¬ 
nificent premifes of reftoring him to his dignity, as foon as 
certain reafons of ftate would give him leave; with all 
which Sclerus feemed to be perfectly fatisfied. 


In 


,fth 


non. 


diffimula- If hechofe the former, he was to deliver up all the acquifi- 

tions, which the Greeks had of late made upon the Moflem 
territories, in which cafe, Sclerus was to be delivered into 
his hands. If that propofal was reje<5red, Adadodawla 
threatened to put Sclerus at the head of an army, fufficient 
to place him upon the throne of Gonjiantinople. This nego¬ 
tiation was the true reafon why Sclerus was fo narrowly 
watched. He was as great a politician as Adadodawla him¬ 
felf ; and in his frequent conferences with that prince, he 
had found out the weak parts of his character, which were, 

• 1 - # 1 ~ . • « « • « /% « I A 
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who approached him. The 


aftrology 


court, furrounded as 


m ^ % * 

it was at that time, did not long helitate upon the part they 

They difpatched one Nicepborus 


Who is 


Adadodaiula , with rich prefents, and inftru&ions to con¬ 
clude a peace at any rate, with that Emir. This tranfac- 
tion foon became fo public, that it came to the ears of 
Sclerus himfelf, nor did Adadodawla make any fecret, that a 
Greek ambaffador was come to his court. Sclerus rightly 
outwitted i ud g in g what the nature of his commifiion was, plied Ada- 
by Sclerus . dodcnvla upon his weak fide with fo much addrefs, as 

to perfuade him, that the Greek ambaffador had a fecret or¬ 
der from his mafter to poifon him. Upon this, Adadodaw - 
la y before Nicepborus could have a public audience, threw 
him and all hi* attendants into a dungeon, where he kept 
them for nine years, and feized all the prefents they had 
brought, either for himfelf or the califf. 

Adadodawla was now arrived to fuch a pitch of greatnefs, 
that the califf himfelf was prevailed with to publifli an edi£t, 
enjoining his name to be mentioned in the public prayers, 
and drums to be beat before his palace. As he was in pof- 


Adado- 

daivia 

made 
king of 
kings. 


Peril. 


Perfn 


from 


Refle&ion 


before the time of Alexander the Great ; that of Shaen Sbab y 
or king of kings. By this title he was mentioned in all 
the public prayers, and from him the title of Sbab, has de- 


By 


of Petji 

this curious circumftancc w£ may form fome idea of 
ight in which the 'Modems in theEaff, at this time con¬ 
fident 
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fleered the califf of Bagdad. His real force and revenue of 
j-,is dominions, did not in reality exceed that of the Pope 
j n Italy . His dignity appears to have been of the fame na¬ 
ture, and the treatment he received from the Moflem princes, 
whs the fame, that their holinefies of Rome , have often re¬ 
ceived from Chriftian potentates. For, though the califfs, 
a S well as the popes, have been often ftript of their domi¬ 
nions, imprifoned and treated with indignity ; yet ftill they 
were efteemed the fountains of honour to monarchs them- 
felves; and we here fee, that Al Toy , as infignificant as his 
power was, could bcftow upon another, who in one fenfe 
was his own fubject, the moft permanent, as well as mag¬ 
nificent title, that any race of fovereigns ever enjoyed. But 
afking the reader’s pardon, for this digreflion, if it is one, 
we are now to proceed in our hiftory. 

Adadodawla thought he could not be at the height of his His wars 
glory, if he was not recognized by his brothers as their fo- with his 
vcreign, and he wrote to them upon that head. One of brother, 
them readily complied, but the other, Fakrodaivla , anfvvered 
fim in a ftrain i'o haughty, that Adadodawla marched an 
army againft Hamadan , the refidence of Fakrodaivla , who 
found himfeif obliged to throw himfelf under the prote&ion 
of Kahns , the fon of JVaJhmakin, and prince of jorjan and 
Tahrejlan , who received him with great marks of friendfliip 
and refpcch Upon this, Adadodawla feized Hamadan, and 
the territories of Fakrodaivla \ and chaftifed fome curds or 
tribes in HaJnayah, for prefuming to difpute his will. But Was feiz- 

while he was intent upon this expedition, he was feized ed with 

>vith an apople&ic fit, which for fome time gave a prodi- anapo- 
gious (hock to his conftitution, both of body and mind. plefticfit. 

Adadodawla, when recovered from this diforder, and matter His great 
of all he could well with for, returned to Bagdad, w here he works, 
emulated the rnott magnificent princes in hiftory, in ads of 
public utility. The walls of Bagdad, through the con¬ 
tinual convulfions the caiifat had fuffered, were then almoft 
in ruins, but he rebuilt and reftored them to their antient 
ftrength and fplendour; he repaired the niofques and public 
buildings, which were in the fame condition; he cleared, en¬ 
larged, or deepened the channels of rivers ; he formed canals, 
encouraged planting and agriculture;and above all,he expend¬ 
ed vaft fums in pensions to learned men, and in aims to poor 
people, who had no other place of refidence but the mofques. 

One part of his ambition remained ftill to be gratified, and 
that was, of becoming anceftor to a race of future califfs; H e ro ar - 
and for this purpofe he perfwaded the califf^/ Tay, to mar- ries Jus 
rv his daughter, and to fettle upon her a dowry of one daughter 
hundred thoufand dinars. In fliort, the fame of Adadodawla, to Ithe ca¬ 
re ached the moft barbarous and remote parts of the caiifat, hff. 
and we are told, that the prince of Yaman, or Arabia the 
Happy , this year fent him, amongft other rich prefents, a 
piece of amber, weighing fifty-fix Bagdad pounds. 

We 
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We have already feen how that Fakrodawla , Adadodawla^ 
brother, had taken refuge with Kabus of Tabreftan^ who ge- 
neroufly entertained him - ; and this drew the powerful indig¬ 
nation of Ada do daw la upon his dominions. At firft he of¬ 
fered to treat with him, provided he would deliver up Fa- 
kurodawla. But not being able to fucceed in that, he per- 
fwaded th,e cal iff to give his brother Moaiviyadawla, the in- 
vefture of the dominions of Jorjan , and ’Tabrejlan , as being 
their fupreme lord. From this circumftance we learn, thaf 
the califfs of Bagdad had not, as yet, given up their temporal 
fupremacy, but ftill retained it, at leaft in name. Moawiyalu 
dawla being thus, in point of intereft, engaged to theca- 
iiff’s fervice, he was entrufted with the chief command of 
the army that was raifed again ft IVafomakbi ; who was en¬ 
tirely defeated, and his territories bellowed upon Moawiyah- 
bazv/a. Adadodawla did not long furvive this conqueft. He 
was fo weakened, by repeated epileprical fits, that, during 
intervals, he appears to have been infane in his judgment. 
Arpongft the 1 aft civil a61 ions of his life, was an embalTy 
which he fent by due Al Eakeiain , fo called, bccaufe his fa¬ 
ther had been a bean-feller, to Coijra^ibwpky either to ex- 
poftulate with that emperor, oi to apologize for his own 
conduct. Bakelain , when introduced to his audience, was 
ordered to make his reverenpe before his imperial majefty, 
which he flatly refufed to do. The point was difficult; it 
was dangerous to provoke Adadodawla , in tfie perfon of his 
minifter, andfthe reverence was indifpenfabje to the empe¬ 
ror’s grandeur. The imperial minifters therefore contrived, 
t-hat the next audience which fhe Modem ambaflador waste 
receive, fhould be in a room, where the door was fo low, 
that he could not enter it without ftooping; and this was to 
be interpreted* as doing reverence to the emperor. Bu.tthe 
penetrating Mdjlebl, coming to the door, faw through 
the defign. He entered the room, with his pofteriors fore- 
moft, and.then turning quick, he advanced to the emperor, 
with a firm and erect pofture. This incident feems to have 
happened but a little before Adadodawla 1 & death; which was 
occafioncd by one of thofe epileptical fits, to which he was 
fo fubjedk : 

He died about the forty-eighth year of his age, and was 
interred in or near the fame fpot, where the remains of the 
califi? All , are find to lye, To what we have remarked con¬ 
cerning this great prince, wc are to add the following par¬ 
ticulars. Few men had ever been more profperous in their 
undertakings, than-he was; and yet his outfet in life was fo 
uopromiling,that, as we have feen, the army,to the command 
C-f which he fucceedfed by his uncle’s adoption, refufed td 
obey him. It is plain, that his being the head of the eldeft 
branch of the Bs/ya, family, was the foundation, or rather 
pretext, for his oppreifing the other princes of that houfe, 

and 
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and of at laft taking from them, all their territories; fo 
that at the time of his death, though he was in one fenfe a 
fubje£t to the califf; yet he was perhaps, the moft power¬ 
ful prince in the world. Poffeffed as he was, of all Perjia y 
and the title of King of Kings, it is no wonder that the 
Greek hiftorians have called him Cofroes * which formerly 
was a general name for all their kings. After making al¬ 
lowances for that ridiculous veneration for judicial aftro- 
logy, which infe&ed all the people and princes of the 
Eaft, he muft be confidered, as an excellent judge, both of 
men and learning, without being fwayed by vulgarprejudicer. 

As a proof of this, we are told of a phyfician, one Nadbif , His judg- 
by birth a Greeks who was a man of knowledge and merit, ment of 
in his pirofeffion, but efteemed fo unfortunate in his practice, learned 
that the patients he was called to, looked upon him as the men ex¬ 
angel of death; fo that the reader may eafily conceive, that he emplified. 
foon had little, or no practice. Notwithftanding this, 
Adadodawla was fo fenfible of his abilities, that he employed 
him as his own phyfician, and fent him to vifit thofe pa¬ 
tients, for whom he had a value. Amongft them*' was a 
general officer, who no fooner faw Nadbif approach his bed, 
than he immediately difpatched a friend to Madodawlas firlt 
minifter, to acquaint him, that finding he had incurred his 
mailer’s difpleafure, (for he could look upon Nadbif ’s pre * 
fcrrptiori as ho other than the fentence of his death), he was 
Willing to banilh himfelf to any part of the world. This 
nieffage highly diverted Adadodavola , when he heard of it, 
and he fent the patient a magnificent robe, as a mark of his 
being ftill in his favour, and that he meant Nadbif to vifit 
him, as a token of his refpecl. The reiterated attacks of the His 
epilepfy before Adadodavula’s death, brought him, as we have phrenzy* 
mentioned, into a Hate of phrenfy, and we are told, that being 
excelfively fond of making verfes, he compofed lome upon 
himfelf, in which he was placed upon a level with God 
Almighty. This blafphemy muft have been the effect of 
his diftemper, though the Moflem hiftorians are of opinion, 
that it was the caule of it; and they obferve, that after 
that, he never had quiet or contentment in his own mind. 

It is foreign to this hiftory to particularize the learned men, 
who adorned his court with their refidence and compofiti- 
Ons, and it would require a volume to enumerate them and' 
their works. While he was dying wc are told, that he in- 
ceffantly faultered out the words, <6 What does my power 
©r wealth now avail me; my greatnefs is now at an end.” 

Having clofed the eyes of this great man, we muft now 
attend the public tranfailions of peace and war, in other 
parts of the califat, or at leaft in other parts where the ca- 
liff ftill retained the (hadow of authority. We have al« 
ready feen, that Al Aftekin, the Turk, was driven from Al r* m 

Bagdad, by the princes of the family. His firft refort *****- 

was 
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was to Hems, which he took poffeffion of, and then he 
moved to Damafcus , where the inhabitants groaned under 
the tyranny of Zaban, the Egyptian governor, under Al 
Meezz, whom Al Aftekin. foon expelled. After his expul- 
fion, the ..Damafcenes continued their public prayers for 
Al Moezz, who died foon after, and was fucceeded by his 
fon Al Aziz. This prince fent his general Jaivhar , to re¬ 
duce Damafcus, with an army, Javjhar , though one of the 
moft fortunate commanders in his time, found himfelf too 
weak to execute his cotnmiilion. The Damafcenes defended 
their city with great vigour again!?: all his attacks, and the 
Karmatians, who were always hovering about like birds of 
prey, attacked Jaivhar , whofe army had fufFered greatly 
. during the liege. He therefore railed it, and drew off his 
troops, by which the Damafcenes, the Turks under Al Af¬ 
tekin , and th eKarmatians, joining, formed an army far fupe< 
rior to his; and brought him into fuch diftrefs, that it was 
owing cither to the avarice, or the generality of Al Aftekin i 
moft probably to the latter, that he was able to return to 
Egypt, with the famifhed fickly remnants of his army. 
Some writers fay, that Al Aftekin was corrupted with a 
large fum of money; but this is improbable, from the fequel 
of his hiftory. According to Al Makin the hiftorian, the 
combined armies purfued Jnwbar as far as Ramla, where 
Al Aftekin ftut him up, and he and his whole army mult 
have been deftroyed, had he not fubmitted to the mortify¬ 
ing circumftances of marching out of the city, under the 
fword of Al Aftekin, and the lance of Al Hafan, the Kar- 
matian general. Whatever may be in this, it is certain, 
that Al Aziz, being perfwaded by Jawhar to undertake an 
expedition in perfon againft the Damafceens, and their 
allies, he gave them a total defeat near Al Ramla ; but Al 
Aftekin made his efcape, though moft of his army was either 
who de- flain or made prifoners. Upon this, Al Aziz, offered a re¬ 
feats ward of one hundred thoufand dinars, to any one who 
Jawhar . would bring Al Aftekin alive, before him. This tempt¬ 
ed an Arab chieftain, in whole caftle Al Aftekin, as being 
his intimate friend, had taken refuge, to betray him; ana 
he brought him alive to the Futemile califF. But Al Aziz, 
was fo far from offering him any violence, that he prefented 
him with moft magnificent habit?, tents, equigages, and 
houfehould furniture; and Al Aftekin ended his days at 
Mefer, which continued, ftill* to be the capital of Egypt, in 
Remark, great profperity and glory. We are not to forget, that Al 
ablepe- Aziz likewife reftored to their liberty, all the Turkif pri- 
riod of Al Toners, who had fought under Al Aftekin, at the battle of 
AftekiAs Al Ramla. Some hiftorians fay, that he was poifoned thro’ 
life. . Jatt'har’s envy, for which Al Aziz threw that general into 

prifon ; but found himfelf foon after obliged to releafe him. 
Notwithflanding this fuccefs of Al Aziz, againft the Da- 
mafeenes and their allies, the partizans of the houfe of Al 

AJbed 
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Med gave him a S reat 4 ea * °l\ trou hi e - Many battles were 

fought in the heart of his empire, and he himfeif was clofely 
befieged in his capital. But being excellently well ferved 
, jaiuhar^ both as his general, and minifter, he at laft 
nroved victorious over all his enemies, and his fubjeCts were 
reconciled to the colour of white, by which the Fat unites 
r e diftinguifhed, in oppofi.tion to black, the colour of the 
houfe of Al Abbas. The other tranfaCtions of the califat, Uncer- 
during the period we are now upon, are related with fuch tainty of 
mnfufed, and many of them with fuch contradictory, cir- the hif- 

LUiLL 7 •« i . r _ 1 . . 1 . t 

both 


cumftances 


„ as to perfons, and to places, that the toryo ( A'i 

whole is a mafs of uncertainty, and cannot enter into hif- Aziz. 
tor y. All of confequence to be depended upon, is, that 

the Karmatians , about this time, altered the form of their 
government, which they committed to the adminiffration of 
fix of their chieftains, or noblemen ; and that Abu Tagkb, 
after variety of adventures, was killed by fome Arab chiefs, 
who fent his head to Al Aziz, not chufing to fend him 


fliould 


Aftekin 


It, A If* • 

Before we clofe the hi (lory of this period, however, we General 
muft obferve in general, that tho ' Adadodawla, Al Aziz, ancl remark. 


other great princes 
Perfia, Egypt , and all t^ie 


Afr 


far as the Indus , yet great part of that fovereignty was nomi- 

i J ° i i*n •r* l j -- ._ 


nal. Whole 


unifh 


The 


face of thofe beautiful countries wts over-run by gangs of 
robbers, (each gang "having a leader,) who in time of war, 
ferved a3 mercenaries, under fome of the great contending 
princes, and in time of peace, had rocks, and faflnefies, and 
fometimes caftles, to repair to, from which, without vaft 
difficulty, they could not be expelled. This generally pro¬ 
duced a negotiation between them and their fuperiors, to 
whom they paid, or promifed to pay, fome fmall acknow¬ 
ledgement in money, or cffeCls, and thus they continued 

their ravages, and robberies, with impunity. 

At the head of thofe banditti at this time, was one Omran ; Hiftoiy of 
the hiftory of whom, may give the reader fome idea of the Omran , 
reft. When very young hisvillanies were fo very enormous, the fove- 
that he was obliged to leave Janie da, the place of his nativity, reign of 
and to take refuge amongft the fens, and marines found Batiba. 
upon the banks of the Tygns ; and which are, in a manner, 
inacceffible, to any but the moft defperatg offenders, fuch 
as Omran was. There he (ubfiffed upon the fillies, and the 
fowls he caught, in which thofe places abound, and the ini¬ 
quities of the times foon drove others to the fame uncom¬ 
fortable, tho’ fafe, refuge; fo that in a ffiioii time they 
formed themfelves into a body, of which Omran, in r.°ht 
his prior pofleilion, was the head, f hey began with inert 

excurlions into the adjacent territories, which they plunder¬ 
ed, 
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ed, and being joined by maiiy of the filhermen, they grew 
to ifuch numbers, thrft they were enabled to build forts, 
which, on account of their iituation, were fo ftrong as to be 

* ■» t * « • • n r n ° . 


fotne 


At 


His vaft 
liiccefs. 


laft, the cries and complaints of the inhabitants of the dis¬ 
tricts they plundered, reached Bagdad itfelf; and Moezz~ 
edmvla , who then a£ted as Emir al Omra , fent feveral con- 
jfiderable detachments to reduce them: but they fti)l con¬ 
tinued to defy his power. He at laft refolvcd to march in 
pcrfon againft them with an army, but was prevented by 
death. The public diftra&ioris that focn followed, gave 
Omran an opportunity of extending his command to a very 


formidable degree* and he became To confiderable a tyrant. 


the. 

Be ere&ed his dominions into a kind of principality 
His death he called Al Batiha . or the diftridf of the marfhes 


This 


and fucef- dominion he kept pofieffion of for near forty years, and 


iion. 


whole 


Hall 


Wife enough to enjoy his father’s acquilitions in peace, by 
fubmitting to own the authority of the califF, and to pay a 
fmall conlideration annually by way of tribute. But this 
new principality experienced the fate of greater ones, in 
that time. It was ufurped by Abul Tara ], who affaffinated 
his brother Al Hafan, and feized upon the government. He, 
in his turn, was murdered by a confpiracy of the leaders of 
the court, who raifed to the principality the foh of Al 
Hafan ; but being a minor,' they put him under the tuition 
of Al Modkajfef’i who had been the fir ft minifter of ftate to 
Outran. This guardian loon feized the government in hw 


own right; 
iVafet. 


banifhed his pupil, and his mother, to 


Samfcma* 
danulu is 

acknow¬ 
ledged 




was immediately recognized, by all the great officers both 
of the ftate and army, as his fucceflor, and they gave him 

Samjamadawla , which fignifies, “ the 


jvugvM - k c T • —. ——.-7 - —o -? - 

fucceflor Sabre of the ftate.” Their election was confirmed by the 

%.• ft* 9 A « i 1 • t •n • 1 l • /I f 


to Ada- 
ded&'-wla» 


Al Tay 

Al Omt 


him, to the poft of 


that high character. It may not be amifs in this place to 
obferve, that, among!!: the many other caftern cuftoms adop¬ 
ted by Europeans , that inveftirures, which name ftill remains, 
(tho’ the ceremony is abolifhed) feem to have been one. The 
Europeans of thofe clays were conlidered, what indeed they 
were, as barbarians; and therefore there can be no room for 


„ do Jit 

not to mention that the times of this practice of inveftiture 
by robes, are to be found in the moft antent hiftories that 
mention caftern affairs. Jjiut the grandeur of the Buya 

family was greatly eciipfed by the death of Adadodauila , 


Jo 


Earman 9 in’ perfia r part of. their family 


at that time in the pro- 
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and he no fooner heard of his father’s death, which was for 
tome days induftrioufly concealed from him, than he attempt- 

r>A imnn Pa re. in his num rtnhf .><? 1 ' *x 


4? l 



Sbiirfodawla , pretending to ad the honours that his father 
had died poflefied of, made himfelf in alter oi 


capital of that province, and being potiefil-d of the. 
Jjpahun , Dylan :, 

army, 

he Summoned 

of the other cities of Pars, to recognize his 
he owed his principality 


1 ' 

OidV'dZ 


t n e 


• • 


cities of His rich? 


yla , and aim oft all Perym, he railed a great eii ur d 
to recover his rights of Seniority. With this wave * 

;d his brother Abul Hefei;:, who •■..as in oofteftlon 


/mar, to recognize his right-; but as 
ipality to >> c:: y? eulei-iyL :, f*e opposed 
cheated, and took hum priibner, fhcr- 
himlclf m after of Abz ov/~, Hftfei, and 


o b ; - 


i i 1 ill 


» ' 


m .°r* «* 

H'i v.* 


Sbarfodaivla, who def 
fodcavla then made i 

Bafru; and required AlTay the caiiff, not only :o make 
Emir Al Ornra , but to advance him a fum of * 
payment of his troops, and to deliver up h is hrotoer S;:r:~ 
jamadowla • o atnjamadau A, and the noblemen about the 
califPs perfon, in vain befought that prince to retire to A! 
Maufcl , (which Sd/njamadciivL'. lead lately recovered from a 


free hooter, one Jiadi) or to Some other city where he could 



of Sbarfodawla. The money was paid, and San>J::rnad’.;v.:h |-j c - 5 ; n _ 
was lent to the fame prison where his brother Abut hi ■•/An ph failed,* 


was confined. At iirft Sharfodenvh made a moderate uie of 
his fuccels ; but he loon pulled oft the 


m a 1 i'., 


4-4 


nd behaved 

to the califl'with the fame infolcncc, as his.predeccftors had 
done, and even put him into confinement. He appears, 
howeverj foon after to have recovered his liberty, and in 
lbme rnealure his autlioiity. 

The reader has already Seen, that Meaveynbdav/.a. had Hi Story o i 
received from the califf the iuveftiture of ykrf.vand Tab- 

I • f • « n /• i r • 

rejlari 


'I hat prince died in the 

r i i • i i 
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and was.fuccceded in 


;> ft *• 

O / o ’- l 


oi the liru;. 


'■ ? > 


a peaccaoie manner m a,; ms great 
poft'efiions by his brother Fakredo-zvh, who has been already 
mentioned, fie likewise received the iuveftiture of Ivs prin¬ 
cipality from Ai Pay, and lived in a friendly manner with 
the court of Bar dad, Dima‘bus, was at that time governed 


i fiociur . under At Aziz the rammite 


by a tyrant, one isocjur , in suer 

of Eyypt. The fame Al Aft iliii ccntmucu to cover,; 


can 

^ • 



token of his fubje&ion to ^7 Atii, ho ion: him prelents to 

the value of i,coo,ooo of dinars. Hut the coniimsal wens . 

* * a . .A *. ft T I I 
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nnd rciiJciCu hi* 




% f .*» 


erv 


in which >47 zfe/a was 
uncomfortable, and forced it an upon many uw-epuwr 
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meafures; He particularly imprifoned for their riches, his 
fir!! fninifter, and many other of his chief noblemen; and 
moft ingratefully ftript Jawhar , who had conquered Egypt 
for him, of all his pofieffions. Thofe unpopular fteps raifed 
fuch a commotion in Mefcr , his capital, that he was in 
danger of being dethroned, till he releafed the imprifoned 
noblemen, and made them reparation for all the damages 
they had fuftained. The name of this vifrr, or minifter, was 


Jew 


--v a. VA1V 

Egypt. It 


is faid that he was converted from Judaifm , to Mahometan#. 
by that califf, who for that reafon greatly refpe&ed him. It 
is certain that he was in high efteem under both him and his 
fon, and that the latter, when he died, which he did foon 
after his being delivered to prifon, performed over him, the 
l'ervice of the dead. 

The hif- Among!! the other revolutions which, about this time, 
tory of the happened in the califat, Cufa changed its mailer. The Karma - 
Karma- tians , having new modelled their government, marched again!]! 
tians. it, and after a vigorous fiege, they took and plundered it. 

They were marching again!! Bagdad\tfe\U hut were oppofcd 
and defeated, with fo great a daughter, by the Emir Al 
O/nra’s troops, that they were afterwards in no condition of 
alarming the califat. As to the tranfa&ions between the 


Greeks and the McJIems , ti 
inroads, and plunderings. 


We 


Baft l 


The 


mcnians , made himfelf mafter of a very important fortrefs 
in Al Ray , called Ibrahim’s Caftle; and that he eredled itf 
Greek sand into a kind of place of arms, and a magazine, with a ftrong 
other peo- garrifon, for bridling the neighbouring country. The fame 
pie and emperor had a difpute with Saddodawla the I 


Saif- 


generals, odaivla , whofe family was now reftored to the government 

of Aleppo , concerning the tribute which, the reader may re¬ 
member, that prince had promifed to pay to the Greeks. Sn- 
ifedazvia refufmg to continue it, the imperial troops, under 
Bardas Phocas , made an irruption into the Mofem territories * 
where they took the city of Dara, and a great number of 
captives, and laid fiege to Ap.amea . Soon after, however, a 
treaty of peace was concluded between the emperor and 
Saddle da vela ; by which the latter confented to pay] to the 
former a tribute of about 200 C 0 I. a year. As to the othei* 
revolutions of the califat at this time, they are fo confufed, 
and fo quiJc, provinces and cities changing their matters 
Several times in the fpace of one month, that it is equally 
wniniTrucUve, and unentertainir.g to mention them particu¬ 
larly- Add to this, that the incidents we have already re¬ 
counted, are, thro’ the earelefihefs and confufion of the 
Modem writers, fo blended and ravelled, that the fame fads 
occur in fevcral periods,and foraetimes under different names, 
both of times, and places. 

The' 



o 


T 
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The tranlacHons however, of the new erected principality Mohad- 
of Al Batiha, feem to have met with a fate fomewhat better. avJa is 
The u fur per Modhajfcr was now dead, and was fucceeded madefo 


4 % 


Haft 


acceflion was coniirmed 


Bagdad. 


er. 


-j - . „ _vereign 

by a formaljnftrument and inveftiture lent from the califfof Batiha, 

the name of Mohadavola , and proved a 
prince of great wifdom and temper. The almoft inac- 
ceffible fituation of his dominions gave him vaft weight in 
the affairs of the califat. A law-fuit being at this time on 
foot, between Abul Abbas, the grandfon of the califf Moktcui 
and his filter, concerning the family eftate; the lady im¬ 
peached her brother of a defign to dethrone the califf. 

Vvhiatever truth might be in this accufation, it is certain that 
the califf, about the fame time,was in a very declining ffate of 
health ; and had juft recovered from a very fevere fit of iick- 
nefs- The accufation was believed, and a party of the 
califf’s guards, was fent to apprehend Abul Abbas . But he 
being apprifed of his danger, fled to Mobcidasvla , who re-he ffelters 
ceived him in a moft-affectionate, hofpitable, manner; and Abul Ab^ 
placed him in one of his caftles, beyond the reach of his las. 
enemies \ nor did he move from thence till he went to take 
poffetfion of the Mofem throne- About this time, the city 
and principality of Maivfel, were repofleffed, by two princes, 
the defcendants of Na/erodawla- The name of the one was 
Timber and that of the other Abdallah; and both of them had Hilloryof 
ferved in the califf’s armies with great reputation. But they die de- 
were no fooner fettled in their patrimony than they were fcendants 


attacked by Bad, the tyrant of Dlyar Be hr. 


* 


enfued, in which the two brothers proved fuccelsful. Bad, daivia, 
in attempting to move from one horfclo another, an exercife 
in which the Arabs are extremely dextrous, fell, down, and 
was killed before his attendants could remount him ; his 
body being found, it was affixed to a gibbet in Al Mawfel. 

This ignominy gave umbrage to the zealous AAoJlems, be- 
caufe Bad had diftinguilhcd himfelf in the caufe of Ma- 

— « f • 

that it 


ifi 




fliould be taken down, and decently interred. Bad, who was 
one of the fuccelsful robbers of thefe times, had left his 
wife and family at a caftle called Caifa. His nephew Abu 
Alt, efcaping from the field of battle, immediately repaired 
to that caftle, where he fuccceded his uncle, both in his mar¬ 
riage-bed, and in his dominions. The war was continued 
between him, and the princes of Matvfcl, o v ef whom he got and of the 
many advantages ; and at laft he had credit ^enough to re- princes of 
commend himfelf to Al Aziz, the califf of Egypt , who ap- Mavjfeh. 
pointed him to be governor of Aleppo ; not that it had by this 
time had changed its owner, but Abu Ali had a commiflion 
to conquer Aleppo if he could, and then to govern it under 
the califf. It is however certain, that he was a very power¬ 
ful prince. Amongft the other cities of his dominions, was 

A mi da, which was making preparations for a revolt, at 

1 i a the 
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the infligation of one Barri , a man of great intercft in tW 
place. Abu Ali ,, who lcems to have been extremely active, 
fhove to prevent this revolt, but he was flain in entering that 
city. 

The name of Mu Mi's father was Mertvan , he was ftill 
alive, but very aged and blind, fo that his foil fucceeded to 
his dominions in right of his mother, who was lifter tc Bail 
Two of Mertvan s fons were ftill alive, Momadawla , and 

. The former fucceeded to his brother, and is re¬ 
ported to have been a prince of lenity and moderation; bur 
he was foon after affaflinated by Sbanvab , one of the officers 
of his guards, who took pofiefhon ot all his wealth, and a 
great part of his dominions. The third fon of Merwan, Abu 

r .... . r r 1 


Jbu 
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were infatuated with the belief of judicial aftrelogy, and the 
fatality of dreams. Every prince amongft them had an 


nftrologer and interpreter of dreams conftantly about his 
their fuper perfon. Abu Ail dreamt that he carried the fun in his bol’om. 
ftition. and that it was fnatcheJ from him by his younger brother. 

IE is dream was looked upon to be fo portentous, that it 
coft poor Abu Nafer his liberty, and Mofc 
ftitious as his brother, continued ' 
his whole reign- 


Mofc 


him in confinement during 
havin's death, however, he 


recovered his liberty, and molt 
over which he is faid to have reigned with great glory and 


happinels for fifty one years. 
dcavlcu at Ma 


Naif 


T) eath o 

Sbarfo- 

daivla. 


dinafty in that province. 

Sharfodawia , continued, for near three years, to act as 
Emir Al Omra , at Bagdad-, but being cut off by a dropfy, 


he was fucceeded in that poll by Aahodatvla. 




fa 


and according to fome authors, Sarnfantadaivla loft his eyes, 

_ O. — _ m « « • % 1 « / ( 


Jama da 


Sharfodawia 


6 am* 


his brothers, no fooner had recovered their 


million. 


liberty, than they made the belt of their way to Ear:, _ where 
their paternal eft ate lay; and either by Bahoda ivia $ per- 

or by their own intrigues, they got poffeifion of 
Schiras ; we {hall afterwards have occafion to mention 
them. But we are now to proceed to the conclufion of this 

reign: 

i 7n " c f nr _ Aahodatvla , like the Emirs Ai Omr as, his predeceffors, was 

Xi “ Jm . .. , • • \ • r t r - t* 1 A \ * __ 


cceded by 
BabcHa-vJ- 

la. 


D 


v 


were of very different manners, frequent bickerings hap¬ 
pened between them, and at laft, their differences rofe lb 
high, that a great deal of blood was Ibal on each fide ; arai 


both parties vowed revenge. 


Aah 


mo ft inhumanly put to death his brother Sharfouaivta s ion. 
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and perceiving he was unable to accomodate matters, be¬ 
tween the foldiers of the two nations, he fhut himfclf up 
without taking either part for twelve days; during which 
time, great diforders and blood-fhed 


but the 


f u rk.\ tho’few in number, were better troops, and generally 
had the advantage. Bahodawla , finding he could remain no 
longer neuter, meanly declared himfelf in favour of the Tarks, 
ainiuiff the Dcxlamites, his own fubjects, and country¬ 
men ; and the Turks obtained thereby a great iuperiority in 

fiardad- 

The E::dr Al Otnro ., as well as the califf, was now a Infolcrce 
cypher in the government. Every thing was directed by of the 
the imperious Voldiery, and Bahodawla at la ft found him- army, 
j’elf under a kind of necefiity to depofe the ca 1 ift', was it for 
no other reafon, than to get pofieftien of his wealth and 
effects, for the payment of his troops. Aby.l Allas frill re¬ 
mained under the protection of Mshadawla , the prince of 
Batilw, who proved his generous protector, and no doubt 
Bclmla-wla'hnd a correfpondencc with him, for we find that 

he married that AWr’s daughter. Bahodawla, to make fare 
of his blow, demanded a formal audience of the caliiF, that 
he might, with the lefs fufpicion, introduce his guards into 
the imperial palace. The califf readily complied with this 
requeft, but foon found himfelf furrounded by traitors, who 
dragged him from his feat, and wrapping him up in the De 
tapreftry that adorned the audience room, ordered him to a 
Bahodawla s palace ; without any one having the leaft regard, h aaer 
to his loud exclamations for God to punifh the authors of 
fuch tteafOn and barbarity. When conveyed to Bahodawla's 
palace, an inftrument was tendered to him, for renouncing 
the califat ; which he was obliged to comply with before 

* y'- i• y i v •. . t - - r. ... i ^ ^ ^ 
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fUch occafions. 


upon 


McJIl 


and was about feventy fix years of age at the time of bis 
death, which happened about twelve years after his abdica¬ 
tion. Very little can be laid as to his character, becaufe he 
had no will of his own; being, during the greateft part of 
his reign, under the tutelage of his Emirs AlOmra . With 
regard to his perfon, we are told that his complexion was 
fair, and his face red. Upon his depofition all his riches 

and effects fell into the hands of Bahodawla. 


ca-» 



Al Kader, the twenty-fifth califf of the heufe of Ai 


Abbas. 


I F we are to believe the Modem hiftorians, Al Kader, when He is fuc- 
the meflenger brought him the news of his elevation to cescea by 
the Mofh>m throne, wan telling a dream to thofs about him At Kaaer 

J X i;'3 predictive 
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predi<ffive of his future dignity. ^ The dream, being thus 
favourably interpreted, he immediately fet out for Bagdad , 
where he was duly recognized as califF, and married Babod- 
awlas daughter. 

Hiltory of Notwithftanding the commifilon granted by the caliiFof 
Aleppo* Egypt , for the reduction of Aleppo , by Abu Alt, yet it ap¬ 

pears that Saddadawla , the fon of Saifodawla , was (till j n 
poiTefiion of that principality; and about this time, had 
put the rebel Bacjur , whom he vanquilhed, to death. 
After that, Saddadawla marched to A! Ramin, where Bacjur j 
family reiided and his wealth Jay, and was preparing to he- 
iiege it, when they offered to furrender it, upon condition, 
of their being permitted to retire, v. i.h ail their money and 
effects, to feme other place. Saddadawla agreed to this pro- 
pofal, but the treaty was no fooner ligned, than it was 
fhamefully broken, and Bacjur s children were plundered of 
their all. Upon Saddadawla's return to Aleppo , he was 
ffruck with a palfy which took from him the uie of his 
right hand. His phyfician being inffantly lent for, th 
patient could only frretch forth to him his left hand, telling 
him, in the emphatical Arab ftyle, that his right hand had 
not left him the ufe of his right hand ; meaning, that the 
violation of the treaty he had figned with his right hand, had 
Death of deprived him of its fervice. He furvived this difafter but 
Saddad- three days, and, before his death, he bequeathed the care of 
a*wla. his infant fon Fadcyd , to Lulu, a manumitted Have; but a 

perfon of the moft invincible integrity and honour. 

The death of Saddadawla , encouraged Al Aziz the Egypt¬ 
ian califF to renew his pretenfions to the principality of 


The 

Greeks ar¬ 
rive at 
Aleppo > 


Aleppo - 0 -.- o ;-, 

good, under the conduct of Manjubckm, who foon formed the 
liege of Aleppo . Lulu finding himfelf diffreffed, and his 
pupil in danger of being ruined, applied for affxftance to the 
Greek emperor; who fent him an army for his relief; but 


Manjubeldn 


renewed 


with vigour. The approach of the Greeks however, feems 
to have given Lulu an opportunity of remiforcirg the city, 


both with troops and provifums 


yptian 


return to the liege, met with lb vigorous a refinance, that 
he difpatched a courier to his mailer, requeffing leave to 
give it up. Al Aziz, who had fet his heart upon this con- 



Mawnbekin had found himfelf obliged to raife the liege, but 
perceiving that his mailer’s orders were peremptory, he real- 
fumed if, and continued it obffinately for thirteen months. 

I 




hv/v defended the place with equal courage, and during that 
ime, he found means to renew his loll ideations at the court 


ver us 
prlace. 


or 

cb 


J 


off 
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fore the city, once more toraife the fiege; and to retire in 
great confufion. Their retreat left the Greeks no enemies, 
between them and Aleppo, and they were received by Lulu, 
and his pupil, with the utmoft demonftrations of affe&ion 
and gratitude. But tho’ the Greeks were thus the deliverers 


487 


lepp 


plundered 


Hems, and a great many places in the neighbourhood; and 
then returned towards Conjlantinople. The repulfe which 
Manjubckin received before Aleppo, fo greatly exafperated the 
Egyptian califf, that he marched in perfon to reduce that 
city, but he was prevented from advancing by a fevere fit of 

ficknefs. 

The beginning of this caiiff’s reign was, as ufual, difturbed Kej. 382. 
by the inroads of the Greeks, and by domeftic feditions. He a. D. 993. 
was no other than a dependant upon Bahoclawla, his father 
in law, the Emir Al Ornra ; yet the people could eafily put 
up with that circumftance, becaufe it had been long familiar 
to them. But they could not bear with the thoughts that 
Bahoclawla himfelf was no other than the pupil of a worth- 
lefs favourite he had, one Moallam. This raifed an infurrec- 
tion in Bagdad , which was carried on both by the citizens Inroads of 
and foldiers. But Bahoclawla , very wifely provided in time the Greeks 
for his own fafety, by giving his favourite up into the hands 
of the foldiers, who immediately put him to death. 

Next year, a war broke out in the outmoft confines of the 
antient califat, where Nub , of the great family of Sammaoni pj;ft ory D f 
was fovereign of Korafan and Maivaralnar . He was invaded t ^ e 
by one Bagra, who poflefTed a vaft tradf of land, extending m ~ 
even to China . Nub’s forces were defeated, he loft Samar¬ 
kand, and Bokhara, the metropolis of Maivaralnar , and 


maoni 


Nuh was obliged to retire over the Oxus. Here he en- 


Korafan 


deavoured to aflemble an army out 


7 fan, but his 


governor of that province refufed to obey his orders, and 
joined with Bagra ; to whom hiftorians give a great cha¬ 
racter, for virtue and piety. Bagra however, during his ex¬ 
pedition, fell fide and died; and Nuh repofl'dl'ed himfelf of 
the cities he had loft. But Simjur, his governor of Korafan , 
ftill held out againft him. He was joined by his brother 
Falk, and they were at the head of a great army. The 
reader is to obferve that the chief feats of this war, were in 
thofe countries, where the Turks had their original; and 
.Bagra was in pofiefiioti of Turkijlan at the time of his death; 
and therefore is by fome hiftorians called the king of the 
Turks. After various revolutions of war, Nuh was obliged 


ibaktekln, a famous Ttirkijh 
fan ; and Sabaktekin, wit 


Simjur, and his brother, feveral defeats. A compromife, 
however, was made by Simjur and Nuh, but violated by 
the latter, who is faid to have broken the articles of the 
treaty, and to have thrown Simjur, with his adherents into 

priion 3 where he finfthed his days. His brother Falk, how- 
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governor of Samarkand, and ail its di/tri< 5 i. VVe have men- 
t onud thofe particulars here, becaufe, even m thofe remote 
parts, the fupremacy or theca] iff of Bagdad was ilill acknow¬ 
ledged, and held in veneration. 

Fukradaivki ftill continued to govern, in peace and glory, 
the vaft dominions he had facceedcd to ; but it is admitted 
Jtnvia in by all hifforians, that lie had the happinefs of being ferved 

by the wifeft, and the belt min liter, that ever appeared in the 
eafi. His name was dial Kafem. He was of an i 11 uftrions 
family ; and as much beloved for the fweetnefs of his dil- 
poiition, and the virtue of his manners, as he was revered 
for his ffrengch of abilities, and his knowledge of govern¬ 
ment- There are perhaps few miniihers in hilirory in whole 
praifes all authors arc id unanimous; and amongft the other 
circa: ;rs fiances that formed his high character, he was himfelf 


a man of learning, and a patron of the fame : and is faid to 


Jorjan. 



nrent of his government, he introduced fo excellent ag 
peconomy into the fame, that he was the moft fplendid, 
and happy prince of all the eaft. While Abul Kafcm was 
on his death bed, his matter vifited him, and begged he 


fom 


for his future conduit. 
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J 3 eath and 

character 


Aiid Kafem recommended to him, that he would purftie 
the maxims and methods he had laid down, and to obfeive 
them foffrictlv, as that, it might not be, faid, that his prof- 
perity was owing only to his departed vizir. But notwith- 
itanding this excellent advice., we are toid that, after Ajnl 
jt'r?/r;»-s°death, his affairs went to confufion ; he became op- 

prefUve to his fubjects, and they uneafy to him. 

In the ?86th year of the Hejra died, after a turbulent 
reign, in the 43d year of his age, of a complication of dp- 
tempers Al Aziz, the cal iff of Egypt. He was a prince of 

oj'cat virtues, but was reduced aften to verv fevere, and 

*11 


of Al Ax- Ciniuftifiable measures, thro’ the neceffties ofhis gov er merit 
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worthier, inconftant, turbulent people on the face of tire 
earth: and the effects of this character, were greatly 
heightened, by the credit in which they faw the Chriltians, 
the Kate mite caljlt’s court, his wife had two bioth 




sprier Ai Azh, not only in a peaceanle but aflourifning con¬ 
dition ; nor had the Jews any caafe of complaint. I erhr,p ? 
both thofe people were a little infolent upon the lavourtncy 


met 
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met with at court. 

ana tbi-y, 
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continually quarrelling; and it required all 
the uncommon prudence, and moderation, that Al Aziz, was 
poiTelh’d of, to keep himfelf upon the throne. He found 
himfelf however, obliged to part with his Chriftian minifter 

^ i . * : v • . r . n \ • _ • i . .1 r n 
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figure of a woman, upon a road by which Al Aziz was to 
pal's, with a (crawl in her hand, containing the following 
infeription. ■ 4 By the being who has enabled Ifa to make 
tlv Chriftiar.s powerful, and infolent, and MinaJJ'ab the 

who has rendered thee the fcourge of the AIo- 

jll.Hi-' , 

have an end 


‘/V:w, and 


«. we .conjure thee to tell u s, when our miferies ill al 1 virtue* 


Al Aziz did not think of trilling with fuch a afi d mo 


fpirit as this ; and inftantly gave up Ifa, as we have men¬ 
tioned. Tho’ he was often peftered with fuch libels, yet he 
overlooked and pardoned them, with vaft magnanimity. 


deration. 
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.and his anlwer to one of his vifirs, upon this fubjecl, is 
worthy to bo reported. The vilir having been lalhed in a 
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glory of forgiving the author/’ Al Aziz died in the 22 d year 
of his reign, leaving behind him his fon Al Manfur , who 
was but eleven years of age, and committing him to the 
care of Ariumu a white cnuch, upon whofe v/ifdom and 


Th 


Manfur 


after¬ 


wards took the tide of Al Hakcm. Tho’ he ftill kept up 

his pretenficns to a fnprcmacy over the califat of Kairwan, Succeeded 


r> 


Hame 


by Al Ha - 
km. 


IVqfmakin , whofe original territories, Fakrowdaivla was 


in poffidilon of, was ftill alive. Th 

that he loft them for his attachment to Thakrodawla. It is Seepage 


there! 

effed 

from 


ore 1 


c a Ton able to fnppofe, that as Fakrodawla poflb 

, rr- ^ n * ‘ 1 • • 1. ^ .n:. :__ 


eft 


Hiftory of 

Wafmakin 


his own life time, to reftore them to his benefactor. This oi “Jorjan-. 


may account for the filcnce of hiftorians, as to the means, 
by which IVafmakin recovered pofieffion of his dominions, as 
he did upon the death of Fakrr.daivla ; which happened 
about this time. But his fon Rodan y who was very young, 
fuccecded to the great principality of Al Ray , which his 
mother St yd a governed for him, with the approbation of 
the nobility of the country, and of the court of Bagdad , 

ept him the oroper robes of inveftiture, for the 

A war 


T 


which font 
fame. 



490 A GENEARAL HISTORY 

Hiftory A war now broke out, between Mahmud, and Ijhmael 
and rife of the two Tons of Sabcktekin, Avho had died fome time before 5 


the fa¬ 
mous Sul- 


Ijh?nael 


Naifabur 


tanMah - demanded to be put in poffeffion of his right, as eldeft. But 


*iud. 


meeting with no anfwer to this demand, he railed an army 
with which he made his claim good. He defeated his bro¬ 
ther in a pitched battle, forced him to take refuge in the 
caftle of Gazna, and at laid to fubmit to his terms. We are 
told however, that he made no ungenerous ufe of his fuperi- 

and treated his brother with affe£Hon. This 


Nub 


ority, anu rreacea ms Drouier wiui urrecnon. i nis re- 

voluti 

Korafan , and the feventh of the Sammanian dinafty, who 
reigned over that country. He was fucceeded by his foil 
Abul Haretb. This year likewife was fatal to Mamun the 
king of Kowarazm, who would admit of no kind of depend- 
ance upon the califf; and he was fucceeded by his foil, by 
hereditary right. 

When A , v ’ 

left behind him a fon, Abul Kajfcm. This Abul Kafem, 1 
been imprifoned along with Samjamadaivla, and both 
them recovered their liberty at the fame time; The firft 


or 


Kafe 


- * * + 

this brought on a war between 


Which e 
his head was carried to 


him and Samjamadaivla, 
death of the latter ; when 

“ This, faid that 


KaJ 


prince, is a lcffon I was taught by your father,” alludingto 
Jddadawla , Samfamadawla s father, having cut off the head 
of Abul Kafcm's father. 

The tranfactions that fell out about this time in Korafan 
Revolu- zn& Matvaralnar were very important and interefting; and 
lion in ended in the extin&ion of the Sammanian dinafty in thofe 
Korafeut , countries. Bekturun , and Fayek, two ingrateftil rebels^ 


depofed and put out the eyes of Abul Haretb, the fon of 
Nub, and railed his brother Abdolmalcc to the throne. Upon 
this Mahmud, the fon of Sabcktekin the "Turk, and furnamed 
Gazin, interpofed in favour of the dethroned prince. But 
finding his good offices were in vain, he railed an army, 
and after defeating them with great daughter, he drove them 
out of Karajan into Bokhara $ where Fayek died. As the 
rebels had carried along with them, Mdolmalee , whofe name 
was ufeful for their deligns, another Turkijh prince, named 
J ! <■/; Kan, drawing together a body of troops, declared him- 
felf for Abdolmakc .; who, together with BaUurun and his 
other generals, left Bokara, to join lick. But that Kan per- 
fidicuily ordered them all to be made prifoners; and not 
only Abdolmalcc , but his brother the depofed prince, and 
molt of their generals died under their confinement. In the 


ing 


on of Korefi 
mailer of Bi 
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fara. llttfs defign was to have put an end at once to the 
$ a uunant an dinafty ; but Adontcfer , one of the fons of Nub, Adven- 
by the help of a female Have, c leaped to Kowarazin ; where t ure of 
he raifed an army, which twice defeated that of Ilex, and Montefer . 
put him in poffefllon of Bokhara. But lick foon after, re¬ 
cruiting his forces, obliged Montefer, with his general Jlflan > 
to fly to Nifabur. There they continued forfome time, and 
the troops they had with them were at laft joined by a body 
of Turks, or Turkomans* who lived without order, laws, re¬ 
ligion or any fettled place of abode, but were adtive, bravs 
and war-like. By their means Montafer made a powerful 
irruption into Marawalnar, but he was foon met with by 
lick, at the head of an army, advantageoufly encamped. 

This was no bar to the rapacious 'Turkmans. Underftanuing 
that lick’s camp was rich, they broke into it in the night 
time with irrefiftible fury; and puting all they met with 
to the fword, they carried off a great deal of plunder, the 
only objedt of their fervice, for they immediately abandoned 
Montafer, and returned to their hods. It happened fortu¬ 
nately for Montafer , that the river jlhu, was then paflible 
over the ice, by which, after this defertion of his auxili¬ 
aries, he efcaped. For no fooner did the barbarians reflect, 
that great part of the plunder had fallen to the fhare of his 
troops, than they fet out in great bodies to attack him, and 
carry it off. But a thaw happening in the intermediate 
time, they could not follow Montafer over the Oxus. 

By this time Mahmud Gaznl, who was a prince of prodi¬ 
gious projects, and ambition, had formed a projedt of pe¬ 
netrating into the richcft part of the Indies. He could not 
execute this, without leaving every thing behind him fe- 
curc. He was now in pofleflion of all the territories be¬ 
longing to the family of Nub ; which feems to have been 
his great aim in declaring for the princes of that houfe. 
But^finding that Montajer , had been abandoned by the 
Turks , and that lick was likely to become a powerful com- R - lfcofAe 
petitor for Kora fan, he gave up all the interefts; of the A ttb r of 

family, concluded a treaty with Ilek, and took his daughter the Sultan 
in marriage. This Jcft Mahmud, who was a ltrong Maho- 
me tan, at liberty to follow his favourite fcheme,. and. to 
penetrate into the heart of India itlelf; into countries, im- 
menfely rich, and but little known, even to the Mojlcms, 

This attempt was attended with fuccefs* and the riches he 
acquired by it were incredible } out, at tne lame time, liice a 
true politician, he carried not only his own caufe, but that 
of Mahmud , upon the point of his lance ; for we are told, 
that he propagated IJlamlfm , even in the heart of India-, and 
nothing can be a greater proof of the extent of uie JvLofeni 
arms, than that the bulk of the inhabitants of that country, 
are to this day Mahometans. Gabel, the molt powerful king 
of thofe immenfe, but rich tracts, was by him twice taken Hisadven. 

prifoner, and twice fet at liberty; upon a iurrender, as we tures j n 

niay j udia . 
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may eafily fuppofe, of his moft valuable treafues, and 
efi-ecb, into the hands of the conqueror. We are told 
likewife a circumftance which agrees well with the more 
modern inftances of barbarity in that country, that being 
difqualified from reigning, by being twice vanquifhed, and 
a captive ; he was obliged to refign his crown to his fon, and 
to facrifice himfelf to the flames. 

During Mahmud's abfence, upon this uncertain expedition, 
his new ally lick, who is faid to have been kind to all the 
oriental 1 Turks , laid a fcheme of improving it to his own ad¬ 
vantage ; as did Montafer, who was equally the enemy cf 
His vatt both. But all their projects feem to have been, dafhcd in 
fucceiies. piece's, by the return or Mahmud to Gazna , with the im- 

menfe riches he had acquired in his expedition. He found 
his government in great diforder. Montafer had gained great 
advantages over lick, as lick had over Mahmud during his 
abfence, while nuniberlefs parties of banditti, \m\dlTur k s, and 
other nations, were the declared enemies of all the three 
princes, andfeized in their dominions, all that they could 
make themfelves mafters of. It was the good fortune of 
Il'iontefer to defeat one faafar , a ringleader of thofe rob¬ 
bing tribes, but he was in his turn checked by Mahmud's 
governor of Korafan, and was obliged to repafs the Jahuu . He 
had however, the good fortune, afterwards, to pofiefs the 
Bokhara city of Bokhara. We find that this city was in his hands 
taken. in the 394th year of the Hcjra, and that Ilek had marched 

with an army to difpoftefs him of it. But Montafer , ani¬ 
mated with fuccefs, met and defeated him. There was 
however, no certainty in thofe fuccefies. The foldiers, who 
ferved undfer all parties, were rapacious, irregular, and muft 
be bribed to their duty; lo that whoever had the greateft 
riches fucceeded the beft. Ilek bribed one of Montafer'$ 
officer’s, who deferted him with four thoufand of his beft 
troops; which obliged Montafer to make a precipitate re- 
l/T ipfrr over the Gb;«r towards Bokhara , which was ftill in his 

ruined poflefiion. Being clofely purfued by Ilek’s generals, he 

1 found himfelf unable to ftand his ground there, and he was 
obliged to fly to Korafan , in a very mean condition. Tho’ 
Mahmud Gazni, and Ilek, had great fubjeefs of quarrel with 
each other, yet both of them united in the deftru&ion of 
Montafer, who was the lawful heir to the moft valuable 
part of the territories of both. Montafer therefore, finding 
himfelf on all hands betrayed and opprefled, fought to repafs 
thz’Oxus', but that being impra£Hcable, he difmiffed all his 
attendants, and difguifing his name, and quality, he took 
refuge in a cottage in Korafan. But being now helplefs, 
folorn, and poor, he was fo clofely obferved by Bed, one 
of Mahmud's generals, that he was furprized during the 
night in the hovel, by an officer called Maruyah ; who put 
.. ?h-j him to death. Tho’ it cannot be fuppofed, that this exe¬ 
cution was difagreeable to Mahmud vet he ordered the 

officer. 
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officer, becaufe he received no particular orders from him¬ 
felf, to be put to death, under raoft exquifite torments,which 
was done. Thus ended the Sammantan dynafty in Kora fan, 
and that fovereignty defcended to the Gazni family, for fo' the 
houfe of Nub is termed. As we may not perhaps have an 
opportunity hereafter in any place of this hiftory to introduce 
the fubfequent part of Mahmud Gtfss/zi’r life, we lhallbeg leave 
to purfue it here, and the rather, becaufe this part of the 
antient califat ftill owned the fupremacy of the Al Abbas 
family, and becaufe Mahmud’s adventures are but little known 
to Europeans , tho’ he was one of the molt fuccefsful com-, 
inanders that had lived to that time. 

Having longferved under his fethQvSa l ektckin in India, he wa3 
noftranger to the riches of that country, and to the effemi¬ 
nacy of its inhabitants; and he feems very early to have formed 
the plan of conquering, or rather, of plundering it. His 
father was of a nation, and he himfelf commanded armies 
the mod proper of any in the world for executing fuch a 
plan; and by the extinction of the Summanian race, and his 
peace with Ilek, he found himfelf the undifputed fovereign 
of a vail: and a populous country. His firft care, has been 
already ctfferved, was to procure the tranquility, as far as 
he could, of his dominions in his abfence, being well ac¬ 
quainted not only with the riches, but the fituation, the 
ftrength, andall other particulars of the countries he defigned 
to attack ; and this year, he befieged the city of Bahadiyah , 
lying near the kingdom of Adoltan, a part of India. He took 
this city, notwithltanding the ftrength of its fortifications, 
and height of its walls; and it anfwered his end, of fecuring 
to him an eafy entrance into, and retreat from, India. For, 
next year, he over-ran all the kingdoms of Molt an , and Hob- 
ath , and penetrating further into India , he laid fiegc to 
Cahjur, a ftrong city, where Bida, the king of the country, 
had fliut himfelf up. The undifeiplined, effeminate Indians , 
whofc manners were then the fame, as they were in the times 
of Alexander the Great, could not make head againft Mahmud , 
and he obliged Bida to furrender to him, and become his 
tributary; nor muft it be forgot, that the receiving Ijla- 
mifm, was always an indifpenfible obligation impofed by 

Mahmud upon his conquefts. 

Mahmud was now dignified, with the title of Sultan- But 

while he was in this career of fuccefs in India, his general 
Arjlan, whom he had left to command for him in Iherat, lent 
him notice, that Ilek, taking advantage of his abfence, and 
of the infidelity of his governor of Sejplan, had raifed a great 
army, and was preparing to invade Korafan in two quarters. 
Mahmud having fecured his new conquefts in the bell man¬ 
ner he could, immediately marched.back, with fuch quick- 
nefs, towards Korafan, that he furprized Belt s generals, who 
fturft not Hand before him. T heir foldiers were daunted 

at the name of this mighty conqueror; and Ilek himfelf, 

was 
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He con¬ 
quers Ikek 


was driven back to his own dominions, beyond the Ibu. In 
this diftrcfs, Jhk applyed to KaderKan, a powerful prince, 

\vho governed the kingdom of Ketan , thought to be the 
modern Katay , who furnifhed him with an army of fifty 
thoufand men, moft of them horfe. Thefe being joined by 
lick's troops, who were Turks , eompofed a body far more 
formidable than any that Mahmud could then bring againfi 
them ; and they marched to befiege Balk, or Balki , one of 
his moft important cities. The Sultan, who like many 
other great warriors, was a thorough enthufiaft, in this time 
of danger, had rccourfe to prayer, and receiving from thence 
great fpirits, he ordered his troops to be drawn out in order 
of battle, and mounting his white elephant, a noble animal, 
whom he greatly frufted to, he gave a fignal for attacking 
the enemy, who were drawn up againft them. But their 
numbers being unequal, Mahmud’s troops were upon the 
point of giving way ; when he formed a defperateand great, 
but in the condition hp then was, a wife refolution. He 
rode his elephant into the very thickeft of the TnrkiJlj 


troops, and the noble creature, tearing up, or trampling 
down, the enemy, Mahmud cut his way to the very perftm 
of llek\ whom the elephant unhorfed with his trunk, and 
tofled up in the air; and at the fame time, cleared the 
ground of all the Turks about him. 

This brave adtion, fo confpicuous to both armies, turned 
the fortune of the day; for the Sultan’s troops, taking new 
fpirits, rallied, and renewing the charge, defeated the 
Turks with fuch /laughter, that the battle was looked upon 
as the bloodieft that had been fought in that age, only a few 
of the Turks efcaping, by fvviming over the river Ihu. The 
Sultan Aiahnud had liefure, by this great victory, to re¬ 
fume his expeditions into India-, and returning thither, he 
defeated Bal , one of the moft powerful kings of all Indojian; 
and took the fortrefs of Behefim, the great repofitory of his 
He again riches. Before we proceed further in this narrative, it may 
marches fr c proper to premonifti the reader, by informing him, that 
Intolnaiu. £he country of Indojian was incomparably, in gold and pre¬ 
cious ftoncs, the richeft of any in the world ; and was in a 
great meafure, the fource of all the fplendor of the Eaft. 
Their kings, however, feem at all times to have been 
fond of amaifing prodigious magazinesof money, and jewels; 
nor can the relation of the vaft booty which the Sultan 
made here, be credible to any one, who does not refledt 
upon the riches, which Kuli Khan, even in our own times, 
found in and carried outof the fame country. It may like- 
wife he neccftary, the better to eftablifh the credibility of 
Mahmud's exploits, to acquaint our readers, that of old in 
the eaftern countries, and indeed, all over Jlfia, slfrica y and 
even in fome parts of Europe , the elephant was held to he 
'a very ufcful and formidable animal in war. But, like 
horfts, they differ greatly in thdir breed, and the white 
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fpecies, is, to this day, 

who pofleffes one of them, amongft hi's other fuperb tides! 
calls himfelf king of the White Elephant. As they gene- enevof 
rally fought in harnefs, and were well managed, it is not the ele 
therefore at aH incredible, that Mahmud flio'uld gain the D h a 
battle of Balk , in the manner we have deferibed, especially P U 
as we do not perceive from hiftory, that the elephants were 
ufed in battle at this time, any where but in India. 

The emperor, and the other potentates of Indojlan , find¬ 
ing them (elves unable to oppofe the progrefs of Mahmud , 
who, by theconqueft of Behcfim , had made himfelf matter Mahmud 
of an immenfe booty, propofed to him terms of accommo* conquers 
dation*, which he readily accepted of, as he was fo far Indojlan. 
from his own dominions, and in no condition to keep pof- 
feffion of his new conquefts. It was therefore agreed, that 
they fhould pay him annually, a vaft tribute, that a com¬ 
merce and intercourfe, between their dominions, fhould be 
opened, by means of caravans, and that the princes of In¬ 
dojlan Ihould furmfh Mahmud with fifty of their beft ele¬ 
phants, and a fufficient number of perfons, fkilied in ma¬ 
naging and training them.. This peace being efrablifhed, 

Mahmud returned to his dominions. 

Ilek, after his defeat, near Balk, retired to Maraivalnar, 
where he aflembled an army, upon his being informed that 

m, who had fought with him at the battle Hillory of 


Do 


of Balk , had iecretly made his fubmiffion to Sultan Mah 
mud. But before he could chaftife 


Doran 


Kora fa 


Laid, his interposition, effe£ied a. reconciliation between the 
two brothers. But this accomodation lafted no longer, than 
the Sultan's abode in that country, for upon his return into 
India, He/: marched from Samarkan to befiege his brother in 
Urkand, a city of 
was obliged to defift from his undertaking, and returning 

he there died, and was lucceeded bv his 


Maraivahicr. A deep fnow falling, he 


to 7 urkijl 

brother Dogan, notwithftanding all the 
him. 


enmity 


by 

he bore 


In the mean while, Sultan Mahmud had penetrated into 
the province of Guzarate, one of the richeft in all India, 
where he made its king, whofe name was Sari, his prifoner. 

But this prince foon put an end to his own life, by taking 
fome poifon which he kept concealed in a ring or bracelet. 

About the fame time, Altun Tajh , an officer under the 
Sultan, invaded Gurjejlan , or Georgia, where a prince Q rcat con 
reigned, under the denomination of Soar which feems to be e /} so f 
the fame with Czar, or Cafar. This prince was defeated 
and taken prifoner, by Altun Tajl), and fent to the Sultan, * a 
who rellored him to his liberty and his dominions, upon the 
Sbar’s promifing- to be fubjeft to him, and to pay him an 
annual tribute. But the Shar, foon after broke his pro- 


mife, and taking up 


defe 


prifoner. 
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prifoner, and Tent to Mahmud ; who ordered him to 
whipt in public by the common executioner, as a run-away 
Have, and confined him all the remaining part-of his life in 


a priion- In him ended the race of the Shads Icing o{ Gur- 
jejlan. But the whole of this tranfaciion is told by other 
authors in a different manner. 


They fay that the Shar of 


Gurjcftan , had been placed upon that throne by Sahckteklm 
or his fbn Mahmud , in confiderafion of his faithful fervices. 
That having alfociated his fon Abu Nafcr with him in the 
government,, they refufed, under frivolous pretexts,to march 
under the Sultan into India. Upon this, which Mahmud 
looked upon as an act of rebellion or mutiny, he ferit d!tun 
Tajh and Aflan , and other generals, to chaftife them. That 
the father, whofe name was Mahomet, fubmitted, but the 
fon defended one of his fortreffes for fome time, againft the 
Sultan’s troops, and being forced to furrendcr it, with his 
own perfon, he was put to the rack, publicly whipt, and 
forced to difeover the vs ft treafurcs he had amafied and 
afterwards ended his days in pril'on. But his father Maho¬ 
met had aneftate aligned to him, near Gassni, tocompenlate 
for the throne he had loft. 


His invef- 

titure by 

the califf. 


It may be here neceffary to put the reader in mind, the 
propagation of Iftamifm , was a fundamental principle in the 
conftitution of the califit, and that Mahmud , who was a 


moft pious Mojlcm , had taken care to receive from the califf 
of Bagdad , robes of inveftiture for all his dominions, by 
which he acquired a power of a&ing as in the place of the 
califf hrmfelf, and by his authority. We obferve this by 
way of apology for the Sultans treatment of the Shar of Gw- 
jejlan , and for the confcicnce of the Sultan, in pufhing his 
conquefts in India , againft princes, and people, who never 
had offended him, with fuch in finable avarice, and ambi¬ 


tion. From the fame principle it was, that he reduced the 
kingdom of Kowarazin , back to its dc pen dance upon the 
califat, that is upon himfelf. For tbo’ Mahmud had fuc- 
ceeded his father, who bore the fame name in that kingdom, 
and had married the Sultan MabmutPs filler, or, according 


to others, his daughter, he was compelled to acknovvledge 
the fupremacy of Mahmud, as ailing under the califPs au¬ 
thority, and we are told that he was not only defeated, but 
dethroned by Mahmud ; who gave his kingdom to his general 
Altun Tajh. He met however with fomc difficulty from Tahiti, 
a nobleman of that country, who pretended to the fove- 
reignty of it, and who was accufed of having poifonedMatt- 
mud, who happened to die about that time. The Sultak 
inarched againft Tahiti, at the head of an army, but being 
vigoroufly furprized in his camp, it was with great difficulty, 
that he ef'eaped a total defeat. Tahiti , however, was 
Tahiti pu t routed and put to flight} being feized by a boat-man, to 

to death, whom he applyed for his paflage over a river 3 he v/as.fcnt 

prifcner 
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prifoner to Mahmud , by whom he was put to death for 

his inlblent, perhaps magnanimous, behaviour before him. 

Such are the fadts, we have been able to collet of this 

mighty conqueror; the firft, by all accounts, who fince the Darknefs 
days of Alexander the Great , had penetrated into the heart of 0 (Mah- 
India. But we have been obliged to piece them together, J;r 
being deffitute of any regular derail, as to time, perfSs,o? Zrv 

places. The facts however of themfelves, are in the main 7 ' 

tfrongly eftablifhed; and we have arranged them in the moft 
probable, manner. For he no fooner had finifhed his affairs 
in thofe which he looked upon as his hereditary dominiohs 
than he returned to his favourite expedition into the Indies \ 
and propagated Iflamifm, wherever he conquered. We 
cannot however help observing upon this occafion, that 
Mahmud’s piety was, perhaps greatly whetted, by the vaft 
number of gold, and filver idols, andveffels, many of them 
adorned with the moft precious jewels, which he found in 
the idolatrous temples, all which his religion obliged him to 
break in pieces, and to carry along with him, fo that He 
might not leave amongft the inhabitants, the fmalleft frag¬ 
ment of idolatry. In the expedition he undertook, immedi¬ 
ately after fettling the affair of Kowarazin> we are told he 
penetrated to Kifraje, which lies, a three month’s journey, 
from his own capital of Gazni. In his march, he was op- 
pofed by Gulkand , one of the pagan Rajah’s , or as they are 
now called Nabobs , whom he defeated, and put fifty thoufand 
of his men to the fword. This Rajah it l'eems hfad a beau¬ 
tiful wife* whom he put to death, as he did himfelf imme¬ 
diately after, to prevent her falling into the power of the 
conqueror. Mahmud however, never durft venture to be 
long abfent from his own dominions, where he knew the 
fource of all his power lay. It is almoft needlefs to tell the 
reader, that he returned to Gazni with an immenfe booty, 
and with fuch a number of Haves, thattho’ he ordered them 
to be fold for about 6s. fterling a piece, it was with diffi¬ 
culty he could difpofe of them. Whether the Sultan Alab- His im- 
7/iud 9 made another expedition into India after this, is not meijfe 
quite clear, tho’ it is probable he did j and the fame is affir- richgs. 
rued by the Perfian authors. Be that as it will, it is certain " 
that before his death, he marched into Swnenat, which lay- 
in the fouthern parts of India y and is faid to have taken its 
name from an idol which was worshipped by the inhabi¬ 
tants of the country j tho’ fome fay with greater probability, 
that the name of that idol wasZtf/,'or Al Lat. Mirkbendt\\$ 

Perfian hiftorian, on whom we are obliged to depend for 
the accounts we have of this Sultan , fays, that the temple 
of this idol, was fupported by fifty fix pillars of maffy gold, 
adorned with jewels. But notwithftanding the credit we 
are willing to allow to that hiftorian, and the immenfe 
riches, which we admit to have been in thofe countries, we 
HQuft think this relation exaggerated, ^nd the rather that we 
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know from modern experience, and demonftration, that thd 
maffy pillars of gold, with which the eaftern writers, have 
adorned their temples* and palaces* have been found to bd 
eftimate ho other then pillars of wood, or certain compofitions; 

gilded or laquered* of at beft plated over, with very thin 
gold. The ftatiite of this idol, we are told was fifty cubits 
in length, but that forty feven of the cubits were buried in 
the ground; probably to accommodate it the better to the 
loftinefs of the temple* of which, therefore* we can conceive 
no great idea. Mahmud, is faid to have broken this idol in 
pieces, with his own hands, to have killed fifty thoufand of 
its votaries, and to have taken as much money out of the 
king of that country’s treafury* as amounted to 5,000,0001. 
fterling, a circumftance, which is by no means improba* 
ble. 

But while we are thus dwelling upon the fuccefTes of this 
great prince in gratifying his ambition and avarice, we are 
not to forget thofe virtues which are unanimoufly allowed 
to him, by all hiftoriansi It is needlefs to obferve, he was 
brave in the higheft degree. Though of Turkifr extradfion, 
he was, like his cotemporary princes of the Eaft, an en- 
courager of men of genius, and of learning, and we are 
told, that his minifter, AlMebnendi , was the patron of the 
celebrated Perfian poet Ferdufi, nay, that Mahmud himfelfij 
tifed to compofe moral verfes, particularly, upon his own 
face, which was remarkably ugly; and was therefore a 
great mortification to him. It is likewife allowed, that hd 

was mild, affable, and temperate, and we have in the fol¬ 
lowing ftory, a proof of his juftice, of perhaps, as extra¬ 
ordinary a turn as any we meet with in hiftory. 

Remark- A poor man a x,.Gazni, had a handfome vvife, whom an iri- 
aole itory folent Turkijh foldier in the Sultan *s fervice, took a fancy 
«f him. to; and the Turk breaking in in the night, drove him from 

thence with the moft injurious treatment. The hufband* 
however, finding himfelf attacked in fo tender a part, ran to 
the palace, threw himfelf at the feet of the Sultan , recount* 
- ed his ftory, and in the moft moving manner, implored his 
prote&ion. Mahmud heard him favourably, and defired the 
fupplicant, if ever the Turk fhould come to his houfe again* 
to apply dire&ly to him. About three days after, the Turk^ 
renewed his injurious yifit, and the man, immediately rari 
to the califf, and acquainted him with’the matter* as he had 
ordered. The califf, without hefi'tating a moment, order* 
ed a few attendants to follow him, and was conduced by 
the hufband, to his houfe. Being arrived at the door, he 
ordered the light to be put out, and the hufband introduced 
£irn to the room where the Turk was, whom the Sultdrt 
immediately laid dead at his feet. He then ordered lights 
Ip be brought up, and after attentively viewing the face of 
the deceafed, .he proftrated himfelf in thankfgiving'' td 

heaven. This a&. of devotion being finifhed, the Sultan 

ordered 
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'ordered the poor man to fet before him, what viSuals he 
Lad in the houfe, and he made a hearty repaft of fome barely 
bread and four wine ; which was all the cheer that could be 
procured. His behaviour in the mean while* was fo affable, 
that his landlord Was encouraged to enter into conversa¬ 
tion With him*, and even to afk him the meaning of his 
having put outthe light, his viewing the criminal ftedfaftly, 
and of his feeding fo heartily on fuch homely fare. 
cc Friend,” replied the Sultan, Ci when I heard thy {lory I 
was. alarmed, and thought, that none but my own fohs, 
tfurft venture to commit fuch infolenee,'which I refolved 
‘moil feverely to punifh. I ordered the light to be put 
'out, that I, might not fee the criminal, leaft the pleadings 
‘of nature (hould difarm my juftice. Upon infpe£tion, I 
found the criminal was not my fon, for which I gave thanks 
to heaven, and thy ftory having made fuch an impreflion. 
upon me, that I have not been able to eat or drink thefe 
three days, is the reafon of my feeding fo heartily upon 
this-fare.” 

Such were the fentiments of piety and juftice in a prince, 
who was defolating half the world, by avarice, ambition, 
and cruelty, as if the greatnefs jand fuccefs of arr offender, 
‘diminHhed the offence. We {hall conclude the amazing, 
but confufed* account of his Indian expedition, by obferv- ^ 

ing,that he feized feven millions of dinars* with a vaftquan- His vait 

tity of uncoined gold, precious ftones, and jewels, in a 
Fortrefs in India , that was fituated in the midft of a lake, uons « 
and was thought to be impregnable. But this perhaps was 
the fum of five millions fterling, which we have already 
mentioned \ but we ihall afterwards attend this mighty 
Sultan , through fcenes that have a more immediate relation 
to the profefFed fubje£l of this hiftory. 

In the 391ft year of the Hejra, died Abul Fadyel, the H-?i. 391: 
prince of Aleppo , who had been left by his father under the A.D.ioco 
tutelage of Lulu. That minifter according to our au~ Huioryoi' 
thorities, proved at laft unfaithful to his trial, and put his Aleppo. . 
fiiaftet to death. After that, he and his foil Man fur, ufurp- 
ed that principality, though the late prince had left behind 
him two Tons, who were obliged to fly into Egypt , and were 
never afterwards heard of. Badodaivla, continued ftill to be 
Emir AlOmra, at B'qgda'df and after the death of Samfapia- 
dawla, he had a long war with Abu Nafer, who itfeems had 
pretentions upori the Hamden eftatc, in Irak. But Abu 
Nafer, being aflaffinated by one of his own flaves, all Irak 
remained in pofleflion of Bahodaivla, who foon after went 
to war with Karwajh , the Okailite Emir of Mawfel, wnoin 

fie defeated. ' - ... 

Thofe fucceffes infpired Babodawla, with an infolenee Hiftory of 

which was infufferable even to the califf; for he befrowed t j ie califf 

" the califf Alt, A \ Kada> 

the 
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the poft of nakib, or the chief of Aid s defendants and fol* 
lowers, and likewife, that of head iman, and kadi in Irak 
As it was neceffary for the califf rH Kader , to fign the com- 
miffions for thofe high officers, he readily figned all, but 
.thofe that gave him the pofts of iman, and kadi j giving fof 
his reafons, that they were of too high importance, to be 

trufted with a Shiite. About this time, Mohaddelbodawla , 
the prince of the upftart principality of Batiha , found 
himfelf fo powerful, that he attempted amongft others, to 
enlarge his dominions. He was the fame who had given 
refuge to the prefent califf during his diftrefs, before he was 
raifed to his dignity, and it was perhaps prefuming upon 
that merit, that he ventured about this time, to fend TVafel 
his general to attack Bafra , which in fadt ftill belonged to 
the califat, or rather to the Emir Al Omra. TVajel^ ac¬ 
cordingly made himfelf matter of that city, and likewife 
of Siraf; and acquiring great riches, by the plunder of 
his new conquefts, he declared for himfelf, and march¬ 
ing with his victorious army to Batiha , he obliged his 
mafter to take refuge in Bagdad, and the califf maft un¬ 
gratefully, as is faid, denied him fhelter ; and expelled him 
out of Bagdad\ and the people of Batiha^ Soon after dif- 
liking the government of TVafel , declared againft him, 
andof Bam an( j B ah o daw la attoned for his matter’s ingratitude, for he 
tiha. fent his own general JoyuJhi 9 at the head of an army, who 

defeated the troops of the ufurper, and having taken him 
prifoner, put him to death. Upon this, Mohaddelbodawla , 
the former prince was reinftatedin his government, where 
he was received by his people with vaft demonftrations of 
affe&ionj but at the fame time, he agreed to pay to Ba> 
hodawla , an annual tibute of fifty thoufand dinars. 

The califf The difpute between the califfs of Egypt and Bagdad > 
of Bagdad concerning the right of being named folely in the public 
named in prayers, continued ftill to be very violent j and Bahodawla> 
the pub- vjgoroufly afferted his matter’s right to that paiviledge, 
lie pray- becaufe, in fa£i, it was confidered, as an evidence of his 
cts. fupremacy, in temporal matters. Karwajh , the Okalite 

j Emir of Mawfel , being, as we have feen, defeated by Ba* 
hodawla , in refentment, put himfelf under the prote&ion 
of Al Hakem , the califf of Egypt y and confented, that his 
fubjedts in his four chief cities, which were Mawfel , Anbar , 
Ma day ten , and Cufa, ftiould pray for the Egyptian califf in a 
new form. The authority of Karwajh in this matter, was 
the greater, as he was at the head of a tribe, greatly ref- 
pe&ed amongft all the orthodox MoJJems . But Bahoaawla , 
conceived this herefy to be of fuen importance, that he 
ordered his general Boyufh't , once more to advance againft 
him, and to bring him to reafon. The troubles of the ca- 
Jiff of Egypt at that time was fuch, that he was in no condi¬ 
tion to fupporC Karwajh> who*, W£s obliged to fubmit to 

Bahedavjlfy 
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Bahodawla, and to replace the antient form of prayer. But 
a point of fo great importance was not ilightly tobepaiTed 
over, and the diftra&ed ftate of the Egyptian califf’s affairs 
prefented a fair occafion for Al Kader, to do himfelf and the 

family of Al Abbas juftice. He convened together all the Manifefto 

undoubted descendants of the Alt family, and other men of publilhed 
learning and eminence, that he could poffibly colledt j and againftthe 
obtained from them a writing under their hands, importing, Fatemite, 
li That the anceftor of Al Hakem , was Difan the fon of califFof 
Said, the author of the Dijanitc fed ; and that Al Hakem , Egypt. 
(whom God plague and curfe), was an upftart and a mufh- 
room, and that he is Sprung from the fcum and the vermin 
of the earth, without the leaft relation to the ^//family; 
that may God to all eternity d^mn, and may all good men 
curfe fuch villains, and impoftors.” The fubfcribers of this 
verdid, likewife pronounce, that Al Hakem , that fon of 
the Earth, is defcended from beggars, infidels, villains, 
faducers, atheifts and apoftates, who had renounced Ifla- 
mifm, allowed of unlawful marriages, permitted the ufe of 
wine, abufed the prophets and holy men, and fet themfelves 
tip for Gods. Such was the fubjed of this celebrated de¬ 
claration, which of itfelf was outrageous and prolix, nor 
do we know of any anfwer it ever received from the califf 
of Egypt. 

He had appointed a black, one Abu Mahomet , to govern Hiftoryof 
Damafcus , which was ftill part of his dominions ; and this Damnf- 
tyrant by way of reply to the above declaration, persecuted cus% 
with great cruelty, all the Shiites, and all who paid the 
leaft regard to the memory of the two firft califfs. Thofe 
and other cruelties, fo much alienated the affedions of 
of the Egyptians from their calift, that one of the loweft 
of the people, who had been a water drawer, and 
was therefore called, ‘‘the father of the pitcher,” turning 
reformer, and pretending to an uncommon fandity of life 
and morals, raifed a moft formidable rebellion, andpoffeffcd 
himfelf for fome time of all the upper Egypt . This re¬ 
bellion continued for Several months $ but was at laft, with 
great difficulty fuppreffed, and vaft numbers of the rebels 
were put to the fword. As to the water drawer, he was 
taken and put to death in the prefence of Al Hakem. 

The fuppreffion of this rebellion, and the declaration that 
had been emitted by the califf of Bagdad , againft Al Hakem , 
made him throw off the ma(k of iflamifm, which he had 
till then worn, and appear in his natural complexion of im¬ 
piety and tyranny. Perhaps the enormous cruelties and ex- anc j 
travagancies he was guilty of, preferved him fo long in the Hakem . 
government, over fo mean and fo fuperftitious a people as ' 
the Egyptians are. He perfecuted the Chriftians, and'Seized 
for his own ufe all the rich plate of their churches in Egypt 
and Syria, and ordered their places of worftup to be demo- 
Jiffietj. But; at the time we now treat of, he gave a liberty 
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of conference to al! his fiihje&s. His feverit-y againft 
women was very extraordinary ; for he ordered, that none' 
©f that fex fbould appear abroad, or even in their balconies, 
or upon the tops of houfes upon pain of death ; which a 
great number of them fuffered for not obferying his order. 
At laft, to counterballance the difgrace that had been put 
upon him by Al Kader , he was frantic enough to caufe him- 
felf to be worfhipped as a divinity. 

With this intent he encouraged oneDarari , an enthufiaft, 
fit for his purpofe, to affume the character of a prophet, and' 
to teach the people that Al Hakem , their califf, was God 
Almighty, the creator of the world, and that it was their, 
duty to worfhip him. This do&rine, extravagant and im¬ 
pious as it was, met with many believers, either through 
entbufiafm or intereft, and Al Hakem took his prophet into, 
fuch particular favour, that he daily appeared abroad with 
him. At laft, his impieties provoked a Turk to affafiinate 
JDarari , as he fat by Al Hakem' s fide in his chariot, for 
which the Turk was put to death. Tills happened at Cairo , 
and was attended with vaft commotions, in which Darar? a 
houfe, and thofe of many of his followers were rifled, and 
themfelves murdered. 

Another impoftor foon after ftarted up in the perfon of 
one Al Hadi , whofe do&rine tended to extirpate not only. 
Iflamiftn, but morality, and all kind of religion out of the 
world, He abolifhed all manner of ceremonies, fallings, 
prayers, alms and pilgrimages to Mecca , and permitted mar¬ 
riages within the prohibited degrees. Tfie degeneracy of 
manners that ndvv prevailed amongft the Egyptians foon pro¬ 
cured a great m,nny followers to this indulgent do&rine^ 
for the prohibition of drinking wine and ftrong liquors, was 
like wife taken off by it; and Al Hakem profefled himfelf 
one of Al Had'd & followers. Jn fhort, the votaries of this 
new religion, encreafed fo fall, that Al Hadi had miffiona- 
ries and difciples, all over Egypt and Syria, and all the 
outward ceremonies of Iflamifm, even to the annual prefent 
of a piece of filk to the caaba, was difeontinued ; and in- 
fiead of Mecca , the califf performeda proceffion to Thalabya. 
In fhort, fo univerfal a profligacy of manners, and difre- 
gard for Iflamifm, took place, that its true profeflors thought 
the downfal of their religion was at hand. The califf 
found fo great an increafe of the Dararians, who profefled 
to worfhip him as a God, that he proceeded from one a£t 
of frenzy to another, and was guilty of the moil fho.ck.ing 
barbarities, efpecialiy againft the inhabitants of Mcfer , 
whp had recourfe to their ufual method of lampoons and 
cqrnplaints, by exhibiting them in the hands of a female 
figure dceffe.d out'Tpf.’ thftt .purpofe upon the high refad, by 
which they knew tbe ealiff was to pafs. Upon reading one 
of thofe rcprefenfrrtion^} which was. more, than commonly; 
farcafticj -he fejfiiico fitch a fury, that he- ordered, the. in.-? 

. A habitants. 
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habitants of Mefer to be maflacred, and their city to be fefe 
on fire. The citizens defended themfelves bravely from the 
(words; but they could not fave their houfes from the flames 
of his foldiers. Their noble refiftance made the cal iff re-r 
pent of his inhumanity,, and he denied his having given 
orders for it. Upon this, the inhabitants befought him to. 
fuffer them, either to leave the city with their families, or 
to drive out the authors of their calamities; and finding that 
almoft a fourth part of their city was confumed, they were 
preparing to leave it in a body. Upon this, AlHakcmxz- 
voked the private orders he had given, and a flop was put 
both to the conflagration, and the maflacres ; but not be¬ 
fore the moft dreadful enormities had been c <mmitted, by 
the Dararians^ by plundering equally the houfes of Chriftians, 

Jews, and MoJIetns , and ravifhing or making prifoners of 
the women who fell into their hands, many of whom put 
themfelves to death, that they might be freed from their in- Hisfraa- 
fdlence. It was remarked, that the Dararians , who were tic con- 
the principal a&ors in this barbarous feene, every time Al daft. 
Hakem , appeared abroad on his afs, faluted him as their 
God, the author of life and death. 

Such execrable frantic inhumanities, could have been His death, 
born by no' people, but the Egyptians who have been always 
formed for flavery, and noted for being moftobfequious, to 
to their greateft tyrants. But Egypt had lately received 
many new inhabitants, from Syria , Arabia , and chiefly 
from Africa fo that there happened to be fpirit enough 
amongft them, to rid the world of this monfter. His own 
fifter Settabnolca headed the confpiracy from perfonal mo¬ 
tives. Al Hakem had treated her in an injurious, contu¬ 
melious manner, and fhe applied to one Dawas, who feems 
to have been an Arab , to have him afiaffinated. Dawas 
undertook this upon condition, that when the tyrant was 
dead, he fhould be made firft minifier of ftate, and that, 
each of the two aflaffins whom he meant to employ, fhould 
receive from Settalmolca a thoufand dinars. All thofe de¬ 
mands were complied with, and Dawas performed his bar¬ 
gain, by aflaffinating the califfin the thirty-fdventh year of 
his age, and the twenty-fixth of his reign. Settalmolca , for 
reafons of ftate, kept his. death private for fome time, and 
buried her brother’s body, in her own houfe. But Al, 

Hakem , not appearing abroad as ufua}, the people began 
to be very uneafy, and Settalmolca , producing Abul Kajhn 
his fon, whd was but fifteen years of age; publiftied Al 
Hakem' s death, and procured the young prince to be re¬ 
cognized as califf. But the people ftill continuing to be in 
a ferment, and many of them calling out for vengeance, 
ypon thecaliff’s murderers, fhe, with amazing intrepidity, 
brought them all three before the public, and there with her 
own hands, put them to death. After this, fhe found no 
difficulty of alluming the reins of government into her own 
' " ; ' K k 4 - hands. 
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hands, and fhe governed Egypt and Syria * to the time of 

her death, which happened aoout four years after her bro¬ 
ther’s murder. 

About this time, a very extraordinary revolution hap- 
Hiftory of pened in < Jorjan i where IVaJhmakin , who the reader may re~ 
l'Jorjan.i member, reafcended that throne upon the death of Fakrow- 

dawla , continued to reign. But he was a prince of greater 
aufterity, than the fimes could bear. He endeavoured, by 
feverity and difcipline, to reform his court and army, and 
this produced againft him aconfpiracy in both; which ended 
in hisdepofition, and he was fent prifoner to Bajlan. The 
confpirators however, applied to his fon Manujuhar , and 
told him, that they were ready to recognize him for their 
fovereign, if lie would approve of his father’s depofition,but 
that if he would not, they would chufe another. The 
young prince feemed to comply, only that he might have an 
opportunity of throwing himfeif at his father’s feet, and im¬ 
ploring his permifiion to replace him upon his throne ; afSd 
to infli<ft fignal punifhments upon the confpirators. Waj ?*, 
tnakin approved of his fon’s filial piety, but declared, that 
he was refolved never again, toexpofe himfeif tothe troubles 
of the world. We are told, that this interview coming to 
the knowledge of the confpirators, they went to Gefaferk , 
where IVaJhmakin was confined, and plundering his apart¬ 
ment, and his bed of all his cloaths, and ftriking even his 
perfon, he perifhed with cold j by which we may conclude, 
that it was not in his fon’s power to relieve him. According 
to the Majlem hiftorians, this IVaJhmakin was one of the; 
moft underftanding, as well as the moft virtuous princes of 
his age. He was accomplilhed with all the learning of that 
country and times, arid was the friend, and patron of the 
famous Avicena , who to this day many confider as a fecond 
Hypocratcs in phyfic. The true name of this great phyfi-j 
ciah was Ebu Sina, from whence came the corruption Avi~. 
cena. 

During all thofe revolutions Bahodaida, continued ftill tQ 
a<3: as Emir Al Omra. His private affairs during the latter 
part of his life, obliged him to be often abfent, from Bagdad^ 
and to refide in his patrimonial territories, in Perfia , where 
he died of an apoplexy, the difeafe which had been fatal tQ 
his father. He was fucceeded in his poft as Emir Al Omra % 
by his fon Abu Shaja , who was confirmed in his high dig- 
Revolu- nity, by the califF Al Kader. 'This prince made Shiras , his 
tions in' refidence, when he was in Perfia. Many other revolution? 
thecaiiff- happened in the califat at that time, which can with no 
at. propriety enter into a general hiftcry; and indeed are im T 

material to any. We cannot however help remarking, that 
the fame thing happened in the eaftern countries at this 
time, as happened afterwards in Italy upon the revival of 
learning. J or thp’ very • Rate was convulfed with corifpi- 
rapies and rebellions, and tho’ the dominions of all the 
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Signing princes, were filled with blood-fhed and war?, 
either foreign or domeftic, yet never had literature of all 
kinds, more noble patrons, and a more generous prote&ors. 
Its profeflbrs, feem to be facred from the calamities of the 
times, and princes did not vie amongft themfelves more for 
the enlargement of power, than for the encouragement of 


401 


learning, for every 


Mod 


full of 


the vaft honours, paid to men of genius, both*in their life 
time, and after their death. 

The new Emir M Omra had been dignified with the ap¬ 
pellation of Sultanodatula ; and he began his reign over Irak Hiflory 
frith difpofting and putting to death Taber, his fathers fa- Sultana 
Vourite and firft minifter, who had amafled an eftate of dawla, 
t,oooooo of dinars, and built, a noble palace, which he 
furnilhed in the molt elegant manner; all which upon his 
death, was feized upon by Sultanodawla. That prince had 
two brothers, and he appointed Abu Tbaer one of them to 
be governor of Shiraz , and Fawares , another, to be gover¬ 
nor of Kerman. Fawares however, foon rebelled and" made 
himfelf matter of Shiraz . Being driven from thence by 
$ultanodawla , heretired into his own government of Kenvan; 
but was obliged at laft to throw himfelf under the protection, 
of the great Sultan Mahtnud ; who readily gave him refuge, 
end appointed Tahi , one of his generals to affift him with 
$n army. Tahi accordingly underftanding that Sultanodatula, 
was at Bagdad made an ^irruption into Kerwan , and even 
took the city of Shiraz. It was plain from the conduft of 
Tahi, that his intention was only to enlarge his mailers 
power, and upon Sultanodawla marching from Bagdad at the 
head of an army, Fawares fled firft to Hamadan, and after 
^hat to Al Fakey , where he was hofpitably received, bv the 
reigning princes. The conduct of Mahmud's general foon 
convinced Sultanodawla , as well as Fawares, of his interefted 
views, and Jalalodawla the third brother, becoming an ad¬ 
vocate for a reconciliation, Fawares was reftored to his 


government of Kervjan 


Turks 


Hejra, a fwarm of barbarians 


an irruption into Turkifl 
Dogan the fon of lick. Their 


upon the borders of The7W 


be incredible, did we not reflect 


tars in - 


barians, that often poured from the northern countries, ca ]jf au 


Greek 


make 


thro’ neceflity as ambition. They came from countries 
that abounded both withjhe neceflaries and luxuries of life; 
and they brought along with them great quantities of gold, 
and filver plate, and what was reckoned frill more valuable 
porcelane vafes, and dilhes, a manufacture that was then, 
in high perfection in China , and but little known, even to 
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that when they encamped,they pitched threehundred thoufarid 
tents. They proceeded towards Balafgum , then the capital 
of Turkijlan, but being within eight days journey of that 
city, hearing of the yaft preparations, made again# them by 
Dogan , they ftopt to deliberate, whether they fbould advance 
or not. A retreat was refolved upon, which Dogan did all 
he could to cut off. We are told, that he purfued them for 
three months, and at laft furprizing them, when they 
thought they were out of his reach, he flew two hundred 
thou land of them; and returned to < hirk\Jl(Wy with a vaft 
booty in gold, filver, and porcelaoe. 

Fazuares , who had been reinftrated in the government of 
Succefles Kerwan , or the Arabian Irak , was now honoured with the 
of Mojb- name of Mojbrcfodatvla, and continued ftill to be uneafy with 
reffodanv- his brother; notwithftanding the late treaty between them, 

Ja. by which Sultanodawla was acknowledged to be the foyer- 

eign of Alwas ana Fars, Sultanodawla therefore, ordered 
one of his generals, Salehs to march againft him with a 
ftxong army, and to difpoflefs him of his government. Hif- 
torians have generally blamed, Sultanodawla , for this pro¬ 
ceeding, and indeed from the complexion of thehiftory, it 
does not appear, which of the two was the cldeft brother. 
In the Jail treaty that was made between them, it had beat, 
inferted as an article, that neither of the brothers, fho'uld 
employ one Sahelan , who had fown diflention between them, 
as a tninifter, and that Mojhrefodawla , fnould confine him- 
felf to his government of the Arabian Irak , without taking 
the fmalleft concern in the affairs of Perfia. It appears as if 
Mojhrefodawla had been pretty punctual in his obferving 
this treaty but that Sultanodawla violatedIt by making Sabelan 
his firft minifter. This provoked Mojhrefodawla to take up, 
arms, and being joined by the Irakian Arabs his army tho’ far 
from being fo numerous, was incomparably better difdp- 
lined than that of Sultanodawla under Saleh, who was defeated 
with great flaughter in a pitched battle, and obliged to take 
lhelter in a fortrefs. Here he was befieged by Mojhrefodawla , 
and forced to furrender himfelf and his garrifon prisoners to. 
the conqueror. Next year Mojhrefodawla ordered the eyes, 
of Saleh to be put out and an alliance was {truck up between 
him and his brother Jalalodawla. Flufhed with his fuccefies 
. Mojhrefodawla aflumed to himfelf the title of King of Kings, 
which makes it fome what probable that he was the el deft 
fon. And indeed it may be proper to remark, once for all in 
this place, that feniority is not eafily determined among# a 
people who like thofe we now treat pf admitted of a plurali¬ 
ty of wives, and concubines, while it was in the breaft of the 
Great con father to give the. preference to any fon he pleafed. Several 
ffifion of fons born at the lame time, perhaps upon the fame day in 
the fame, feperate apartments and houfes makes it difficult for 

even the father to pronounce with certainty which is 
fldeft. Hence it is that the hiftory of the califfs and the 
i princes 
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princes of the eaft are crowded with wars amongft bre 


s 


odawla continued thus victorious in the 


*hren- 

While Mojhrefjfodawla continued thus victorious in the 
Arabian Irak , Sultonodawla died at Scbiraz after aCting for 
about twelve years as Emir Al Omra. He was fucceeded ih 


quality by his fpn Ganj 


He is fuc 


where his father died* by a party of his troops, who were rpPf | P a hJ 
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inen m ji^iu, auu kuuuiiaiiuw uy -<-'£/» lviUKuiujn. But Qaniar 
before he got to that city, it was taken pofleffion of by his J ’ 
uncle Mojbrefodawla , for whom, the Turks ^ and the army 
there declared; he had even the intereft to procure Abu 
Mokaram to be arrefted. But A bid Ha fern , Abu Makar am s 
fon, and Ganjar , advancing to Sbiraz at the head of a 
powerful army, Mojhrefodawla > thought proper to leave 
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id Hafem , Abu Mokaram's 
Shiraz at the head of a 
thought proper to leave 


Shiraz, which was immediately taken pofleffion of by Ganjar , 
who declared himfelf fovereign of Kerman , and Ears. Soon 
after however, a compromile was made between Ganjar and 
Mojbrefodawla , by which the latter was reftored to the pro-* 
vinces of Kerman and Ears, and the former obtained Abwaz. 
Ganjar foon repented this agreement, and his friends, per- 
fuaded him to raife another army, with which he once more 
difpoffefied his uncle, o {Shiraz, but next year Mojbrefodawla. 
died having aCted for five years as Emir Al Omra. The re¬ 
lations of authors at this period, being contradictory and jarr¬ 
ing we have followed that, which is moffc probable, and' 
inoft univerfally admitted. 

Mojbrefodawla , in quality of Emir Al Omra r was fuc¬ 
ceeded by his brother Jalalcdawla, but he being at Bafra^the. 
califf was perfuaded, tho ’ jfalalodawla, was pitched upon by 
all the principal ‘people of his court to fucceed as Emir Al 
Omra , to nominate another. This produced a civil war. 
Jalalodazvla raifed an army, and marched towards Bagdad^ 
ar.d notwithstanding all the efforts of the califf Al Kader , to 
keep matters eafy, a bloody battle was fought in the neigh-? 
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bourhood of Bagdad ’, in which Jalalodawla was entirely de¬ 
feated and obliged to fly to B afra. About the fame time a 
revolution happened at Edcjjd. ; where Atira , one of the 
Nomcirite Arabs , was difpolfeffed of his fovereignty, by 
Na fir odawla, the prince of Diyar Beker , who cut off Atira s 
head. 

All the kingdoms in the eaft at this time were fo much 
involved in confufion and-blood fhed, that their hiftory is 
fcarcely worth being tranfmitted. The perpetual influxes 
of Turks and other barbarians, void of letters or literature, 
fufficient even, to tranfmit the very ravages they committed, 
over-run the face of thofe noble countries. The raoft power¬ 
ful princes, were no other than fortunate ufurpers, and held 
their dominions bv no other tenure than that of the 


conquefls 
of the 
Turks . 


their dominions by no other tenure than that of the 
fword. The califf of Bagdad , notwithftanding the vaft re¬ 
duction of his power, fometimes found means, by ballancing 
parties, to make himfelf confiderable. He was ftill the idol 

of 
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of authority, and even his tyrants, the Emirs Al Omra> 
were obliged to kifs his foot; tho’ they had not the fmalleft 
refpe< 5 t for his perfon. Mirkhond, the Perfian hiftorian informs 
us that about the time we now treat of, an army of Turks, 
and other barbarians, befieged and took Bagdad itfelf, and 
after fetting it on fire, plundering it, and reducing the in- 
- habitants to the utmoft diftrefs and poverty, they cboofe 

j? vv y a ^°^ aw ^ a -> for their leader. He accordingly fet out for 
Bagdad. Bafra , and upon his arrival at Bagdad\ he had the honour 

of killing the foot of his {lave, the califF; who recejved him 
with marks of the moft cordial refpe£t, and nominated him 
Emir Al Omra : in which high flat ion, he fecured himfelf 
till the day of his death. But the power of Emir Al Qmra s 
like fhat of califF, was now little better than nominal. 
The Turks, after firing, and impoverifhing Bagdad,''torn* 
Peered in it; and at laft, they mutinied for their pay. It 
was in vain for Jalalodawlato interpofe his authority, for 
they took and confined him, till the califF himfelf, was 
obliged to fatisfy their demands; by felling the furniture 
and the moveables of his 'palace. The houfe of Buya, was 
how in great jeopardy of being ftript, of all thofe rich poli- 
effions they had acquired. Sultan Mahmud, the conqueror 
o f India, perceiving their divifions, fought to avail himfelf 
of them, and ordered, an army, to invade Al Ray, which 
was then in poffeflion of Gan jar. Gan jar being informed of 
Mahmud’s intentions propofed an alliance, offenfive and 
defenfive, among# all the princes of the houfe of Buya. But 
Mahmud, for that time laying afide his preparations, JalaU 
odawla invaded Ahwasc, and plundered GanjaAs treafury 
there. This ferved for fometime to fatisfy the cravings of 
the Turks, who domineered over the Deylamite foldjers, and 
were patronized by Malec, Jalalodawla’s grandfon. Ganjar 
made his advantage of this, and marching into Ahwax , he 
took B afra, and after that to Wafet, witli all jfalalodaivla's 
efte&s, and money. Jalalodavula was at this time at the 
head of a great army at Bagdad, but he founed himfelf un- 
and mu- able to move. His Turkijh troops refufed to march without 
tiny for their pay ; and when he attempted to raife it upon the chief 
pay. inhabitants of Bagdad, he drew upon himfelf the hatred of 

that city. 

We now come to the exploits of a lady, one of the moffc 
extraordinary of that or any other age. She has been al¬ 
ready mentioned under the name of &eyd\ (be was the widow 
of Fakradawla, who left her guardian to his fon Rojlan, 
the prince of the Perfian Irak. Having an uncommon ge¬ 
nius for government, while her fon was under her tuition, 
Hi 5 oryofhe was profperous, powerful and happy. But Rojlan be- 
the prin- ing weak enough, when he came of age, todifdain the tute- 
CtUSeyd. lage of his mother, he chofe Avicena for his fir ft minifter. 

His mother, not brooking her being thus deprived of her 
power, fled to Land an, a principality fituated upon the 

eaftern 
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eaftern part of the Perjian Gulf, where Padarin the fovereign 
of the province, furntfhed her with a body of troops. She 
immediately advanced into the Perjian Irak , and a general 
battle enfued, between her and her fon, in which the latter 
was defeated, and taken prifoner. After this fucccefs, (he 
behaved with incomparable magnanimity. She reftored 
her ion to his throne, but kept the reins of government 
jn her own hand. Her adminiftration was mild, wife, and 
prudent. She was remarkable for the decorum of her be¬ 
haviour. When file gave audience to her own fubjecb, 
for flie appears to have left her fon very littje more than thq 
name of king, (he did it behind a fcreen of gaufe, or other! 
tranfparent ttuff. But when (he gave audience to foreigners* 
that fcreen was removed. After a glorious reign, (he left, 
her fon a rich -and a powerful prince ; but her death en*’ 
couraged Sultan Mahmud , to invade the Perfian Iraki 
which he did with a prodigious army. Roftan , or as he i$ 
called by the Perjian hiftorians, Majdodavula, notwithftand- 
ing the vaft fpirit, and abilities of his mother, was a weak 
ana a pufillanimous prince. Inftead of oppofing Mahmud * r n r ■ 
in the field, he was fa intimidated, with the name of that V 
great conqueror, that he put himfelf into his hands,, which cels yy 
\vas all that Mahmud wifhed for. He no faoner was in tan . ***% 
poflefTon of RoJla?i’ s perfon, than he feized the city of Al mu 
Ray , where he found in Roftan’s treafury, about a million 
fterling in money and effefts; and he likewife feized upon 
all his family. The unhappy prince could do no more 
than bewail his condition, and to urge the confidence he^ 
had repofed in his conqueror, as an argument.for his being 
reftored to his dominions. Mahmud , upon this, ordered 
Rojian to be introduced into his prefence, and in a haughty 
manner, he demanded of him, amongft other things, whe¬ 
ther he had read the hiftory of the kings of Perfa , or un- 
derftood the game of chefs ? Being anfwered in the affir¬ 
mative as to both queftions, Mahmud, again afked him, 
whether he could find any example either in the hiftory, or 
in the game, that did not tend to prove, that two contend¬ 
ing kings, always endeavoured to deftroy one another ; and 
then he afked him, why he was fo imprudent as to puthim T 
felf into his ( Mahmud’s) power. After this remarkable con¬ 
vention, Mahmud ordered Roftan to be fent prifoner under 
a guard to Gazna\ where he foon after died. His death, 
rendered Mahmud the uncontrouled matter of I/pah an , Kazr 
win , and Al Ray , fo that the dominions of the houfe of 
Buy a, over all thofe noble countries, entirely ceafed. Mah¬ 
mud gave his new acquired principality to his fon MahfufL 
who eftablifhed his refidence at Al Ray . But the natural 
inconftancy of the eaftern people, joined perhaps to Mah- 
mud\ feverity, foon made them endeavour to (hake ofFhis 
yoke. This produced frefh feenes of bloodfhed, for we 
arft told, that no fewer. thanJbuf thoufand of the chief in¬ 
habitants^. 
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habitants of Ifpahan were put to death upon that occafiom 
as were great numbers of thofe of Kazwin i before Metymm 
returned to Gazna. He was called thither by an invafionoi 
his dominions* by the Gazan Turks , who had over-run all 
Korajah ; out of which they were now driven by Mahmud. 
Thofe Turks were headed by Arjlan * the fon of Seljuk , the 
Founder of the famous dinafty of that name. They now be¬ 
gan to make a great figure in the Eaft, of which they threat- 
tied an entire conqueft. B’efides, Arjlan, they had. for lead¬ 
ers, Togrol, Bek, Dowd, and Bigu, all of them brothers* 
and of the Seljiik family. All that Mahmud could do, was 
far from extirpating them; About ten thoufand of them re¬ 
tired to Ifpahan, another body took pofleffion of Marau/al- 
iiar, others of them ravaged Adherbijan, and at I aft, they 
feven made themfelves mafters of- Al Ray, and Hamadan , 
and almoft of Maitfel; all of them capital cities. This ir¬ 
ruption was followed by a revolution, in Aleppo , where 
■Abu Gomel feized the government. It was about this time* 
that the great Sultan Mahmud Gazna died- He was about 
fixty one years of age at the time of his death. He was call¬ 
ed Gazna , from that city being the place of his refidence, of 
his birth, and of his death. The hiftory of this great man is 
little known, though he was one of the moft illiiftrious 
conquerors, of that or any other age. His father* Sabekte- 
kin , was no other than a general, under the Nub Family* 
and his mother* was daughter to the prince Z ablejlem He 
feems to have been one of thofe heroes* who cultivated 


juftic 


all parts of his chara&er, excepting what 


related to ambition j and in that, he was as great a moniter 
as any we have upon record. He was remarkable for the 


uglinefs of his face, and 


have 


uncommon in them. We 


tnitted to us, feveral of his moral Faying? on thaj: fubjeft j 
but without any thing 
already touched upon hi 
it muft not be forgotten. 
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great 


men ; and particularly of the fa¬ 


mous poet of Per/:a, Ferdufi r 
kingdom, in verfe. The riches which Sultan Mahmud left 
behind him were incredible 5 arid before his death he had the 
weaknefs to order them all to be difplayed before his face* 
iior could he refrain weeping at the fight, perhaps from the 
confcioufnefs of his having fo unjuftly acquired them. The 
caufe of his death is faid to have been an ulcer in his lungs; 
He left behind him two ions, Mamud and Mafud ; who 
were declared enemies to one another. This gave Mamud a 
fenfible concern- He appointed his younger fon Mafud^ 


he makes 


Perfu 


I f* Mi U/k J V * - --- - 

Mamud . Before his death, he made 


his will, them both take an ineffectual oath, not to difturb each other 

in the pofTeflion of what he left them ; and that theyjhould 

equally divide between them, his vaft treafures. His eyes* 

however. 



- 
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however, were fcarcely clofed, when, as we (hall foon re¬ 
late, Mafud dethroned his elder brother, and put out his 
eyes. One part of Mahmud’s hiftory, is a little dark, for 
we are told, that before his deathj he belieged Bagdad, and 
obliged the califf Al Kader , to give him a large fum of mo¬ 
ney. But the truth is, there was fuch a yariety of revolu¬ 
tions, and adventures at this time, that it is impofiible to 

fpeak with precifion to orte half of the great events, that 
happened within it. 

In the 422c! year of the Hejra, Al Kader , the califf of tr • 
'Bagdad died ; after a reign of about forty years, and in the *J ej - 4 22 > 
eighty feventh year of his age. This vaft age gave a vene- ' .* 

ration to his perfon, which made the latter part of his life I030i 
comfortable to him. He is laid to have been extremely Deathand 
pious, charitable, and affable ; fo that even the Tiurkijh fol- chara&er 
diets, brutal and barbarous as they were, treated him with of the ca* 
infinite refpedf. During his life he recovered in a great liff. 
meafure, the refpedf that was due to him as califf, by being 
hamed firff along with the Fatemite califf of Egypt, in the 
public prayers, and foon after alone. Under him the ftate 

in the Eaft, was truly deplorable. 

The bifhops of Egypt, were a fcandal to their profcffion. 

The patriarch of Alexandria indeed, whofe name was Za- 
karias, was a worthy man ; but his fuffragans and inferior 
clergy, were fo vile, ignorant, and infamous in their mari¬ 
ners, that they brought on a perfection upon Chriftianity 
itfelf, which lafted for nine years. During this time, it is 
laid, that Zakarias , together with another Chriftian, were, 
by the order of Al Hakem b the Fatemite califf of Egypt, 
thrown into a den of lions ; but that both of them efcaped 
unhurt, a circumftance which, though it is reprefented to 
be miraculous, is by no means incredible. His fucceffor in 
the fee of Alexandria, is reprefented, to have been, a mon¬ 
ger of avarice, and guilty of fymonaical praftices. Before 
We clofe the hiftory of this califat, we are to take notice 
bf a very lingular circumftance, which (hews the vaft ef- 
teem in which poets were held in the eaftern countries. 

Fardufi, the poet we have already mentioned, was greatly 
carefled by the Sultan Mahmud, and had honours and riches 
heaped upon him. But taking difguft upon a certain occa- 
fion, he left the court of Gazna, for that of Bagdad. Mah¬ 
mud, in refentment, threatned a declaration of war, unlefs 
his poet was reftored to him. But the califf of Bagdad, 
happening to be as fond of poetry as Mahmud was, refufed 
to part with Fardufi. This produced a very warm letter, 
jn which Mahmud threatned to invade the califat of Bagdad. 

1 he match undoubtedly would be unequal, as Mahmud was 
then the moft powerful prince in the world, and above all 
things valued himfelf, upon the number of elephants he had 
In his army. But all the terrors of his name and power, 

could not frighten the califf of Bagdad , poor, and helplefs, 

as 
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as he was, into a compliance with his demand, of refigning 
the poet. He'fent him a fhort anfwer, from the Mkorari, 
which was, “ Halt thou not feen how my lord dealt with 
the mailers of the elephant ?” Thereby intimating, that 
God Almighty would be upon his fide, and renderjiiin vie, 
torious, fhould he be attacked,, notwithftanding, all Maf}\ 
mud’s elephants. 







End 'of live Sixth Volume; 



